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SUBSCRIBERS*    NAMES. 


»VMM%M«*%*« 


Jobs  Annflrong,  Newcaftle 

—  Annandalc,  papermakcr,  ditto 

—  Anderfon,  wharfinger^  ditto 
George  Atkiofofs  uylor,  ditto 
WiUi^m  Angusi  ditto         i 

—  Atider4'oi>,  fpirit  merchant,  do. 
John  A  rcklefs,  baberdafher,  ditto 

—  Annilrong,  innkeeper^  ditto 
John  Archer»  hair-drefler,  ditto 

—  Aoderfbn,  furgcon^  ditto 
Thomas  Annett)  Alemo^th 
Jofeph  Appleby,  Alnwick 

—  Armftroog,  North->(bore 

—  Atkinfon,  Gatefhead 

—  Aberneihy,  New  Road 
W.  Allan,  North  Shields 
R.  Armftroagy  T.nmouth 

L.  Armftroiig,  furgeoti,  Corbridgc 

—  Amy^  Shilbottle 
Henry  AtkinfoHi  Newcaftle 
John  Atkinibn,  coachmaker,  dp. 

—  Atkinfoo,  Bloc  Fa£^ory,  ditto 
G.  Anderfooy  grocer,  So.  Shields 

—  Andeifon,  ffioemaker,  ditto 

—  Atkinfon^  viewer,  St,  Anthonys 
^  Andiew,  Newcaftie 

—  Armftrons^,  ditto 

£.  Aodertbn^  JLemtngton 
Richafd  Aitman,  fJewbum 

—  Abbot,  failmaker,  Weinnouth 

—  Atkinfon,  SundeHand 

John  Atkinlon,  N.  Shields,  S  cop. 

B 
Job  Bohnan,  efq.  Cos-Lodge 
— >  Bewick,  engraver,  Newca^e 
Wittiam  Brown*  ditto 
John  Brown,  ditto 
John  Byme^  ditto 
David  Bafs,  printer,  ditto 
^*  Bnlmer,  builder,  ditto 

—  Buddie,  fen«  Wallscnd 
^-Buddie,  jua.  ditto,  a  co^ci 

A 


Thomas  Bullerw^H,  Swalwell . 

—  Boult  boat -builder,  HHIgate 

—  Bcckwith,  Ncwcaftle 
George  BaffeU,Chcftcr-le.Strcet 
WiUia'm  Bell,  geijt   Hcxh^m 
Rowley  Bell,  innkeeper,  ditto 
Mrs  Beck,  Newcaftle 
William  Bell,  Mprpeth 

—  Brumwcll^AttorncyatLaWjdo, 
^  Buft)y,  fen.  Alnwick 

—  Bufby,  jun.  ditto   , 
Thomas  Bewick,  Newcaftle 

—  Burt,  fugar-bakcr,  ditto 
John  Barras,  merchant,  ditto 

N.  Blenkinfhip,  (hoc-maker,  ditto 
James  Burn,  frin^c-makcr,  ditto 

—  Barn$,  plumber,  ditto        ^ 
Mrs  Brown,  innkeeper,  ditto 

—  Bilton,  glover,  ditto 
Edward  Brown,  baker.  No.  Shields 
Alexander  Brown,  ditto 

Hugh  Bell,  ditto  ^     . 

Thomas  Brown,  hair-drefTcr  ditto 

—  Brcwefs,  Tynenr.outh 
Mrs  Blacklock,  red  lion^  ditto 
Thomas  Bell,  South  Shields 
John  Brown,  gent.  Corbridgc 
William  Bell,  fen^  Hexham 
Edward  Bell,  ditto 
Rowley  Bell,  ditto    , 

N.  Burlifon,  Di  rham 

John  Bell,  Slaivy 

Wm.  Brown,  Nevrcaftle,  2  copiej 

William  Blakey,  ditto 

Ifabella  Burn,  South  Sliields 

William  Blackct,  ditto 

Thomas  Bell,  Howden 

—  Bell,  fleam  engine,  Sunderland 
-—  Brafs,  (hoe-maker,  di^to 
William  Beattie,  Newca^lc 

M.  Brown,  printei>  ditto 

—  Bel^BlUQuay  * 


SUBSCRIBERS'  NAMLS. 


—  Brighton,  North  Shore 
i—  Biyth,  fadler,  Ncwcaftle 

—  Blenkinfop,  dcan-ftrcct^  ditto 
Willmni  Bufnupy  ditto 

—  Bootfcr,  ditto 
WiUiam  Brown,  ditto 
John  Brown,  ditto 
'"^  fiinlze,  ditto 
Thomas  Benchard,  Lcmington 
Richard  Blenkinfop,   Felh'ng-fliorc 

—  Barnes,  North  Shields,  lo  copa. 

—  Bolton>  dilto 

C 
Graham  Clark,  cfq,'Ncwcallle 
Meflra  Cookfon,  cfqrs.  ditto 
Dr.  Clarke,  ditto 

J.  Clennell,  hat-manufadlurer,  do. 
William  Chapman,  cn;rinccr,  ditto 
James  Chambers,  flioc-maker,  ditto 
— ■'  Callender,  attorney  at  law,  ditto 
Charles  Charlton,  (hocmaker,  ditto 
T.  Charlton,  Heddon  on  the  Wall 
Jofeph  Cavei-s,  Willington  Quay 
Thomas  Crooks,  ditto 

—  Clarke,  fchoolmailer,  Newcaftlc 
«—  Coats,  bookftller,  ditto 
Meffrs  Clark  &  Embleton,  Morpeth 

—  Cvofcy,  cooper,  ditto 
William  Coats,  wine  merchant,  do. 
Robt.  Curry,  drnj^rrift  ditto 

—  Challengei  innkeeper,  ditto 
— .  Crawford,  merchant,  ditto 

—  Cathro,  baker,'  Gatefhead 

—  Coihoun,  flax  drelTer,  Newcaftle 
•—  Coulfon,  Kenton, 
John  Crojby,  ^ail-maker, 
-—  Colbeck,  LemiiTgton 
Al  W.  Coulfon,  Gatefhead 

—  Charlton,  ditto 

—  Cloughton,  North  Shields 

—  Curry,  fail-maker,  ditto 
James  Curry,  gardener,  ditto 
G.  Clayton,  fchool- mailer,  ditto 
William  Charlton,  Acomb 
Reg.  Charlton,  Hexham 
Joha  Cockburn,  ISwaus-Pleld 


John  Craggs,  Durham 
Henry  Colling,  ditto 
Thomas  CoJbeck,  Lemington 

—  Coventry,  Newcaftle 
James  Cook,  ditto 
Robert  Cook,  ditto 

—  Claxton  tinman,  ditto 

—  P^arlton,  Lemington 
William  Corner,  Gatefliead 
Serjeant  Cameron,  Sunderland. 
James  Crofby,  ditto 

D 
Thpmas  Davifpn,  efq.  NewcaflJe 

—  Dewar,  Jefmond 
Adjutant  Dixon,  Newcadle 

—  Douglas  fpirit-merchant,  dilto 

—  Davenport,  ditto 
John  Dixon,  Northallerton 
J.  Dogfop,  bricklayer,  Newcaftlc 

—  Daviibn,  Colour  Faftory  ditto 

—  Dobfon,  Gatefhead 
M.  Dunn,  Weft  Matfin 

—  Doughty,  clcik,  Newcaftle 

—  Darnel,  wine-merchant,  ditto 
W.  Davifon,  gardener,  ditto 
William  Dixon,  iankeepert  ditto 

—  Dibham,  ditto 

—  Dean,  woUen-draper,  ditto 
Dobfon,  Kenton 

—  Donkin,  North  Shields 
William  Dean,  Hexham 
Anth.  Dowthwate,  DuHiam 

—  Ditchbum,  North  Sliields 
Mifs  Dawfon^  ditto 

—  Dixon,  ditto  .  . 

—  Dawfon,  South  Shields 
William  Douglas,  grocer*  dittt 
Robert  DalzeT,  ditto 

—  Davifon,  innkeeper,  ditto 
Thomas  Dobfon,  Sunderland 

—  Dunn,  NcwcaAle 
Mifs  Dunn,  ditto 

—  Dale,  High  Heworth  - 
William  Dixon,  Newcadle 

—  Davifon,  grocer,  ditto 
•—  Doyglas,  4nnkeep<i;r>  Sunderland 


SUBSCRIBERS'  NAMES. 


*—  Eddy,  Ncwcalllc 

-*•  Edvrardsy  glaf<-cultcr,  ditto 

—  Elliot,  glafsinalccr,  ditto 
RcT.  Mr.  Emmerfony  ditto 

—  Eafton,  Kenton 

—  EUioty  ionkecper,  ditto 
David  £war»  North  Shields 
RcT.  W.  Ellifon,  Lintz  Green 
Benjamin  £mbleton»  Alnwick 

—  Elftob,  draper,  Sunderland 
John  Ellis,  Lemtngton 

—  Elliot,  innkeeper,  Newcaftk 
Henry  EUis,  ditto 

F 
Ocor^ije  Forftcr,  fiirmer,  Stvalwell 
Richaind  Fenoings,  Newcaftle 
John  Fatrbaim,  Baltaft-hllls 
Thomas  Fenwick,  Diptoa 

—  Fife,  fnrgeop,  Newcadle 
Robert  Fenwick,  ditto 

• —  Froft,  cartman 

W.  Fpreman,  gbfsmakeri  ditto 

Mrs.  Foreman,  innkeeper,  ditto 

—  Fdl,  ditto 

—  Faidy,  ditto 

— .  Foiler,  flour-dealer,  ditto 

—  Fairs,  ditto 

G*  Finhiy,  taylor.  North  Shields 
-^Fairhun,  fail  maker,  ditto 
John  Fleming,  Hexham 
JcAn  Forfter,  Huln  Abbey 
Charles  Fairlefs,  Durham 
John  Forfter,  ditto 

—  Falla,  Jan.  Gatefhead 

—  Friend,  ditto 

-^  Fenham,  Newcaftle 
*— .Ferroan,  confe^ioncr,  ditto 
John  FofLec,  tanner,  ditto 
CoHingwood  Foiler,  Lcmington 
R*  Fairlam,  hatter,  Sunderland 

G 
John  Gibfon,  rfq.  Weft  Denton 
David  Gibfon,  Newcaftle 
John  Gallcn,  Gatefhead 
Dennis  Graydon,  Wylam  Mill 


Nathaniel  Grace,  Bremtoa 

John  Gale,  Newcaftle 

George  Grcenwell,  cooper,^  ditto 

George  Gibfon,  ditto 

John  Gray,  ditto 

Mifs  Mary  Ann  Grievefoo,  ditto 

Hedor  Goodfellow,  StamfonUum 

Jonathan  Gray,  Gatefhead 

—  Glen,  founder,  ditto 
James  Grccu,  mafoni  ditto 

—  Golf,  Lemington 

—  Gretnwell,  North  Shields 

—  Greenwell,  brewer,  ditto 
John  Gibfon,  Alnwick 
Alexander  Glcafon,  Durham 
Thomas  Graham,  Hexham 
Edward  Grough,  Lfemin^ton 

—  Greathead,  South  Shields 

—  Goodfellow,  Oufcborn 
D.  Gibfon,  Newcaftle 

G.  Gibfon,  ditto 

Mrs.  Giles,  cooper,  ditto 

John  Gallon,  ditto 

-—  Giioddrick,  furgeon,  ditto 

Peter  Green,  Darliugton,  6  copies 

H 
Shafto  Hcdley,  cfq.  Newcaftle 
Walter  Heron,  cfq.  ditto 

—  Hewifon,  ditto 

—  Hutton,  patten-maker,  ditto 

—  Harrifon,  founder,  Gatefhead, 

—  Hervey,  raff  mercliant^  ditto 
W.  Horfley,  butcher,  Newcaftle 
tfaac  HenzcU,  painter,  ditto 

—  Himter,  engraver,  ditto 
Robert  Hedley,  cfq.  ditto 
John  Hodgfun,  efq.  Elf  wick 
Thomas  Henderfon,  BenweU 

—  Harle.  ditt* 

Matthew  Hall,  Chefter-le-ftreet 
William  Hodgfun,  Newcaftle 
WilKam  Hunter,  Morpeih 
Thomas  Hob  kirk,  ditto 
John  Humphreys,  ditto 
Thomas  Hunter,  ditto 
Nicholas  Hciidcrfun^  ditto 
1 


SUBSCRIBERS'  NAMES. 


MJqhac!  Hindmarfh,  Alnwick 
R.  Hodd,  innkeeper,  Ncwcaftlc 
J.  Henry,  Innkeeper,  ditto,  3' cops 
Robert  "Hardy;  ditto    '   ' 

—  Hill,  inrikccper,  ditto 

-—  Harbittic,  corn  naerchants  ditto 
•i^'  Hiilo  n ,  racrclv^  nt ,  ditto ' 
•^  Hodgfort,  'dotlifcr,  diltlo 

—  HilJ,  hatle^i  ditto 
John  Halli  ditto 

—  HeaSi  raff  Merchant,  ditto 
Mni.  Jane  Hopper,  Tin  mouth 
Jeremiah  Hutchlnfon,  N.   Shields 
John  Hall,  Corbridge 

Jannes  Hall,  gent.  Stagftiaw  Bank 
Thomafc  Hall,Corbridgc  Bar 

—  Hunter,  fcedlmaa,  ^e^ham 
A.  Hedley,  Durham 

Jofcph  Hifj>worth,  ditto 
Michael  Hcavifide,  "ditto 

—  Hoare,  ditto 

W.  Harrifon,  South  Shields 

—  Handcock,  furgeoh,  ditto 

—  Hobfon,  Wearmouth, 
Michael  Hodgfort,  ditto 
-^Hej)ple,  flour-dealer,  Oufebum 
Jo(hua  Henztll,  ditto 

— *HarrIf6n,  foaker,  Gatelhead 

—  Hand,  Fcll.'ng  Shore     * 
Robert  Hurft,  'XVinlaton 
GcoTge  Heppell,  S\vahvell 
Wittfam  H<^ppell,  Wallfcnd 
Jolin  'Hugget,  ditto 

R.  Hodglon,  baker,  Sunderland^ 

—  HudSm,  fitter,  'ditto ' 
Thomas  Horflcy,  palift'cr,  ditto 
r—  Harrifon,  ditto,  ditto  ' 
Thonias  Hardy,  ditto 
William  Hudfon,  ditto 

I 
James  John  (Ion,  Newcaftlc 

—  Innls,  ditto 

—  Johhflon,  carver  and  gilder,  do. 
John  Johiifton,  joiner,  ditto 
Meflrs.  Joblln  and  KlrfVp,  ditto 
-^  Joblin,  viewer,  Ben  well 


Jtfcph  JohnfoB,  Newcaftle 

—  Jamicfon,  fmith,iditto 

—  Joyce,  gardrneri  Oatefhetd    ' 
Mrs.-  James,  tobacconift,'Nt!Wcatft1e 

—  Jou-fey,  drnggift.  North  Shidds 
M.  Jamcfori,  Berwick '    •  "^  * 

R.  Jcfferfon,  HeXharA 
Anthony  Jamefdn,  Y&rm 
Robert  Jardifbn,  Nortli  Shields 

—  Jackfon,  grocer,  Sundeflaiid* 

—  JobWng,  jun.  Gitefhead '  '     * 

—  Johnfon,  tanner,*  Newcaftle ' 
Jofeph  JoMing,  Winlatbn        ^ 
George  Johnfon,  Dti tibial 

G.  Innis,  hair-drefier/Sunderlaod 

K 
Ed\%'ard  Kentiffi,  M.  J>.  Newcaflje 
John  Rirkley,  Gatcflica^ ♦*• 

—  Kavers;  WtHfrtld      '  ^ 

—  Kent,'tmen  draper,  Newcaftle 

—  Kay,  fchoolmafttr,  ditto  '■    '~ 
J.  Kay,  glafsmaker,  2  cop?es,  do. 
John  Knotman,  2  copfes,  ditto  *  * 

—  KetfabTe,  merchant,  Qitto*'  ' 
ttptain  Kirtonj  ditto 

—  Kirkley,  flour-dc^ler,  ditto 

—  Kell,  grocer,  NbrtH  Shields 
-- KcU,  Felton  Sho*^*        •  •• 
G.  Kirfop,  organilVj  ^Durham 
Samuel' K^idd,  ditto       '      '^ 
George  li:ell,  South  Shields 
Rev.  Mr.  Knlpc,  Weamfnouth 
Edward  Kipliiig,  Oioemaket,  ditto 
William' Kirkley,  Sunderland      ' 

L    •  •    •    .  ' 
Samuel  Lawton,  efq^  Newcaftle 
Dcvergy  Lifle,  ditto       •  - 

Thomas  Lrfle',  ditto 
James  Lamb,  ditto 
A.  Lake,  Furgcon,  ditto 
Wjlllam  Lloyd,  ditto  '  *  ' 
Lc'.vis  Lefrg,'  ditto     ' 
Mrs.  I^ogan,  D*ilham 
Gavin  Landtrlls,  Alerfiouth 

—  Laidler,  Egl Ingham  ^ 
C.  F.  Limifay,  AbWick 


ST?|scRia5as*  names. 


— ^  latmlej^  ftDnc-cuttcr,  ditto  ' 
GcaiqfC  Lenird,  ditto 

—  iJldefire«"iaakecjier»  ditto 

—  Ldgbtoli^  ittakbepctf  ditto 

—  LiddeM/ditto  ' 

^  LiddrB,  E^i^  ditto 

Gtotgt  iyfimf  faalir-dre)^»  ditto 

—  Laoliy  haker^  Sunderland 
Robert  I>isliC^,  batdier,  ditto 

'  -••       -^^    'H   ^         •     '.  ■ 

Wtffiam  Maxvptff;  Swalwdl 
WaKaa  Mail^y,  Ncwtaftle 
R.  MabH.  y<^oolina(^cT,  dd.  2  cop. 
Jo^' Mbirffbu;  finith;  ditto' 
ReT«  WiHiaftf  Mdifes 
Georrc  MaHlia)!,  Oate/head, 
J;  UatmS^,  XJuglcy  MIU    ' 
Rew.  Hr.  MdTeiim-,  Sunlkigton 
Robert  Moiody;  Ain wicK  ' 

—  Mortoa^  dedt»  Neire&ftle 
R.  MiBer,  ionkeJtpcr*  ditto 
Jamci  Mo&t,  ibuiider,  ditto 

—  ^(a&^  tmtcber,  dfUo ' 
Mrk'Mofi^  Sand^te,^  ditto 

—  ifaofhain;  Ketiton  ' 

—  hUna,  C^^aueihcad  FeU 
J.Mirih^,  bddkfdlery  Gatcbead 

—  Ifiibora,  North  Shi^dft 
— M*LCTHt  %rcwer,  dittoi 
WiOiaai  Mctcidf,  Corbridge 
Aabtfolc  Uaddifon,  Mexnam 
Jolcph  Mrggifoo»  Durham  ' 
ThMnas  MrAr$/*Suoderland 
-^  Milliy  grocer,  ditto 

— M*L,<od,  brewer,  Gateihcad 
B.  Lodifej.  High  Team  ' 
Thomas  iLawfon,  ditto 
M.  MaWhan,  NewcaftH^ 
H.  Moulter,  dtUo 
Jdm  Mitchilbh,  BeH^s  Qofe 
Joha  Morale/,  Swaiwell     ' 
Waiiam  Majcw<fll«  djtto 


George  Metcalf^  Sanderland 

—  Middkton,  boat-builder,  ditM, 

—  Middleton,  WearmoutlK 
Robert  ^Mavou,  Oufeburn 
Jamet  MaiUar^,'  Newcaftle 

K 
'Jofcph  Nixon,  NevTcaftle 

—  Neibit,  Grocc^  df ttq " 

—  Ncwton,'(Cob^r,  dit^o  , 

—  Noble,  ditto  '  ' 

—  NixoD.  dit^o 
George  Ntiiton,  Morpeth 
John  Nelfon,  Corbnage 
William  Nixon,  S6Uth  Shields 
-~  Nairobi,  butcher,  Sunderlaod 

Robert  Oliver^  Ncwcafllc 
Thomas  Ornfby,  Jlltto 
R.  Ormfton,  ditto 

—  Ofwald,  ditto 

'    •      p 
William  Potter,  brewer,  NewcafUe 

—  Purvis,  attorney  ditto 

—  Purvis,  ditto ' 

—  Potit,  grocer,  ditto 
Wilham  Prellon,  printer  ditto 
John  Pattifon,  printer,  ditto 
— fow,  grocer  ditto    * 
Joliii  Pcttigrew,  ditto 
William  Parfons  AltMoutl^ 
JohA  i?nngle,  Alnwick 
William  J^nngle,  ditto 

James  Pollock,  dyer,  NewcafUe  . 
John  Petrc,  ditto 

—  Pro^or,  bleacher  ditto 

—  Price,  ditto 

—  P^ttiiun,  ditto 

—  Porter,  citrk,  ditto. 

—  Petre,  Ncw-Roal,'  ditto 

—  Pcarfon,  North  H;."  -lli 

—  Patiifon,  customs,  vlilto^ 
Mrs  Patt-rfur;,  ryneir.oiuli' 
Thomas  P.;i  kcr,  JJillun  iiar 
William  Pc'.;'. .;,  ITcxham   '     : 
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ADDRESS  to  the  PUBLIC. 


HE  inquisitive  mind,  assisted  by 
history,  explores  the  transactions  of  ages 
past,  and,  by  analogy,  forms  conjectures  of 
what  probably  is,  in  future,  to  be  achieved 
on  the  busy  scenes  of  human  affairs.  It  is 
obvious  that  faithful  history  is  highly  useful 
and  of  the  utmost  importance.  Indeed,  with- 
out it,  ages  would  revolve,  and  events  great 
and  consequential  take  place;  but,  if  not 
recorded  in  the  historic  page,  they  would  all 
be  carried  4own  the  stream  of  time,  into  the 
dark  abyss  of  oblivion,  forgotten  and  un- 
known. The  honest  historian,  therefore,  un- 
warped  by  prejudice,  ^nd  superior  to  circum- 
stances of  locality^  who  considers  the  world 
as  his  country,  and  all  men  his  brethren,  is  ^ 
friend  to  human  kind.  Hence,  when  Hero- 
dotus, Thucydides,  Pjodorus  Siculus,  Li- 
VI us,  and  other  renowned  names,  recited  their 
immortal  compositions,  in  the  Forum  and 
public  places,  before  their  enlightened  and 
exulting  countrymen,  the  honours  paid  them 
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were  next  to  divine,  and  their  works  and 
statues  were  placed  in  the  highest  niches  of 
fame.  Thus,  had  not  their  noble  and  en- 
chanting works  been  handed  down,  ages  past 
would  have  been  to  us  a  chaos  of  inexplicable 
confusion,  of  loose  conjecture,  and  fantastic 
reverie.  But  by  the  pictures  of  these  grand 
efforts  of  genius,  held  up  by  the  hand  of  his- 
tory, a  noble  ambition  is  kindled ;  and  the 
philosopher,  the  statesman,  tlie  warrior,  and 
the  artist,  are  filled  with  a  generous  ardour, 
if  not  to  emulate,  at  least  to  imitate,  such  il- 
lustrious examples. 

But  universal  history  is,  like  universal  mo- 
narchy, a  subject  too  vast  for  the  human 
mind.  The  narrative,  even  of  all  the  trans- 
actions which  have  happened  in  a  single  na* 
tion,  such  as  our  own,  must  be  defective  and 
incomplete.  Topographical  history,  therefore, 
as  the  learned  Dr.  Whitaker,  in  his  history  of 
Manchester,  justly  observes,  must  make  the 
nearest  approaches  to  historical  perfection. 

The  account,  which  we  presume  to  offer  to 
the  public,  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  its 
environs,  is  of  this  species.  The  subject  is 
of  high  importance,  as  it  embraces  a  period  of 
above  a  thousand  years,  during  which  many 
transactions  and  events  took  place,  interesting 
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at  those  remote  periods,  and  whose  influence 
extends,  to  the  aggrandizement  and  felicity 
of  this  opulent  and  flourishing  mart  of  trade, 
to  the  present  times.     It  is  true,  the  hbtory 
of  this  very  important  place  has   been  at- 
tempted by  others;   and  candour  must  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  authors  are  far  from  be- 
ing destitute  of  merit.    The  reverend  Messrs- 
Bourne  and  Brand  have  each  published  a 
history  of  Newcastle ;  but  it  has  been  a  ge- 
neral complaint,  that  most  authors  unhapj^y 
&11  into  one  of  these  extremes,  either  of  ob- 
scure, uninforming  brevity,  or  minute,  tedi- 
ous, and  unimportant  details.    How  Justly  the 
latter  of  these  gentlemen  merited  the  censure 
of  the  learned  Reviewers,  on  account  of  this 
historical  defect,  is  not  for  us  to  decide.    De- 
preciation is  not  only  the  offspring  of  an  un-^ 
discerning  head,  but  is  also  the  sure  criterion 
of  a  malevolent  heart.      Nor  shall  we,  by 
dwelling  on  the  defects  found  in  the  works  of 
others,  diereby  wish  to  anticipate  the  par- 
tialis of  the  public  in  favour  of  our  own ;  but 
we  are,  however,  responsible  to  the  public  for 
the  reasons  and  motives  which  have  induced 
us  to  the  present  undertaking.     They  are 
simply  these: — To  obviate  the  obscurities 4 
to  retrench  the  tedious  and  irksome  details  ta 
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be  found  in  other  histories  of  this  interesting 
town  and  county,  and  carefully  excluding  co- 
pies of  old,  musty  grants,  written  in  uncouth, 
unclassical  Latin,  which,  indeed,  occupy 
many  pages  of  Mr.  Brand'sr  work,  and  use- 
ful only  to  few  readers. 

Another  motive  for  our  holding  out  to  the 
public  a  history  in  the  present  form,  is,  that 
as  we  live  in  times  when  oeconomy  becomes  a 
virtue,  so  peculiarly  necessary,  we  would, 
therefore,  wish  to  condense  the  subject  into 
as  small  a  compass  as  we  can  with  propriety, 
and  so  make  brevity  and  precision  the  basis 
of  our  work.  Two  guineas  for  the  history  of 
a  single  town,  ta  the  greater  number  of 
people,  has  the  appearance  of  extravagance ; 
but  we  hope  to  afford  equally  gratifying  histo-^ 
rical  entertainment  for  a  fourth  part  of  that 
sum. 

Another  powerful  incentive,  is,  the  vast  in- 
crease of  trade,  manufactories,  iron-founderies, 
new  streets,  and  magnificent  buildings,  by 
vvhich  Newcastle  is  enriched  and  adorned,  all 
aince  Mr  Brand  published  his  history  in  1788. 

It  wouFd  have  crowned  our  wishes,  had  it 
been  pwt  in  our  power  to  have  added,  that  a 
particular  description  is  subjoined  of  the 
Canal  which,  from  Newcastle  to  the  western 
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shores,  divides  the  island,  and  joins  the  Ger- 
man Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  But,  with  a 
sigh,  we  presume  only  to  hope,  that,  upon 
the  return  of  a  general  peace,  this  truly  noble, 
patriotic,  and  incalculably  beneficial  design, 
will  be  resumed. 

A  drcumstance  highly  favourable  for  throw- 
mg  light  upon  a  principal  division  of  our  work, 
is,  that  by  the  recent  digging  up  of  the  vast 
io%s^  or  ditch,  of  the  Roman  wall,  from  near 
Byker  to  Wallsend,  curious  discoveries  have 
been  made  of  arms,  altars,  bones  of  sacrificed 
animals,  and  other  pieces  of  antiquity.  Two 
gentlemen,  the  Messrs.  Huddle,  at  Wallsend, 
whose  house  is  upon  the  very  site  of  the 
ancient  Roman  castrum,  have  generously  fa- 
voured us  with  their  discoveries.  And  we 
feel  ourselves  highly  gratified  and  encou- 
raged by  a  variety  of  curious  and  interesting 
observations  communicated  to  us  by  several 
other  ingenious  and  learned  gentlemen,  to 
whom  we  offer  our  most  grateful  resj^ects. 

In  fine,  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  we 
claim  no  indulgence  from  the  candid  public 
on  the  stale  pretence,  that  it  was  a  hasty  com- 
pilation, indigestedly  put  together,  the  off^ 
spring  of  occasional  vacant  time. — No ;  we 
mean  not  in  this  manner  to  insult  the  good 
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sense  of  an  enlightened  public ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  assure  them,  that  to  render  the 
production  worthy  of  their  attention  and  pa- 
tronage, the  talents,  learning,  and  assistance, 
of  several  literary  gentlemen  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

As  we  hereby  candidly  acknowledge,  that 
we  have  made  free  with  such  sentiments  in 
the  works  of  Messrs.  Bourne,  Brand,  and 
others  whq  have  written  upon  this  town,  as 
to  us  appeared  useful ;  we  will  not,  therefore, 
trouble  our  readers  with  references  to  the 
pages,  &c.  of  these  gentlemen's  works. 

To  command  success,  in  any  undertaking, 
is  not  the  lot  of  humanity ;  but  the  editors, 
by  diligence,  and  employing  their  most  stre- 
nuous endeavours,  humbly  hope,  at  leasts 
to  deserve  iu 
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THE  hiftory  of  the  town  and  county  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne,  on  account  of  ks  relative 
confequence  and  advantage  to  fociety,  is  highly  in* 
tereftiiig.  Previous,  however,  to  our  entering  upon 
this  agreeable,  but  arduous  undertaking,  it  will  be 
necefiary  to  remark,  that  the  richeft  domains  of  the 
three  then  known  quarters  of  the  globe  were  indebt- 
ed to  the  Romans  for  their  civilization  and  improve* 
ments  in  the  arts  of  life.  It  is  true,  that  mighty 
people  were  as  boundlefs  in  their  ambition,  as  they 
were  irrefiftible  in  their  arms;  and  not  contented 
with  the  faireft  and  moft  fertile  provinces  of  the 
world,  they  extended  their  vaft  empire  from  the 
banks  of  the  Tygris  to  the  frozen  fliores  of  the  Ca- 
ledonian fea.  And  fo,  by  either  finding  or  making 
all  nalions  hoilile  to  their  arrogant  claims,  they,  by 
policy,  difcipline,  and  valour,  in  the  courfe  of  fix 
centuries,  fubdued  Afia,  Africa,  and  Europe  to 
their  dominion.  It  was  from  this  love  of  conqueft, 
htal  to  the  repofe  and  independence  of  nations  who 
had  not  before  heard  of  the  Roman  name,  that  a 
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large  proportion  of  the  human  kind  were  fubjugated 
or  deftroyed.  It  was  peculiarly  fo  with  our  ifland  of 
Britain,  with  the  hillory  of  which  we  are  beft  ac- 
quainted, and  in  which  we  are  mod  immediately  in- 
terefled.  Thus  realifing  the  defcriptive  lines  of  the 
poet : 

Of  rougher  front,  a  mighty  people  came  ! 
A  race  of  heroes !  in  thofe  virtuous  times 
Whkh  knew  no  ftain»  fave  that  with  partial  fl^une 
Their  dcarift  countryi  they  too  fondly  lov'd. 

Thomson's  winter. 

But,  as  a  late  enlightened  hiflorian  obferves,  the 
Romans,  after  having  fubdued,  or  exterminated,  the 
nations,  and  given  mankind  time  to  breathe,  fet 
about  civilizing  the  countries  they  had  conquered ; 
and,  by  inflrudling  them  in  their  language,  laws, 
arts,  and  arms,  they  made  fome  atonement  for  the 
fanguinary  exceffes  to  which  their  infatiable  ambi- 
tion had  impelled  them^f. 

But  that  warlike  people,  intending  their  empire 
Ihould  run  on  in  the  long  line  of  ages  coeval  with 
time  itfclf,  have  accordingly  left,  to  the  admiration 
of  mankind,  the  moft  ftupendous  monuments  of 
their  unrivalled  power  and  profound  policy.  And 
in  no  country,  in  the  extenfive  bounds  of  their  once 
mighty  empire,  are  left,  to  the  inveftigation  of  the 
antiquary  and  the  hiftorian,  more  ftriking  remains 
of  their  priftine  greatnefs  than  in  Britain;  nor  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  greater  or  more  noble  than 
thofe  in  Newcaftle  and  its  vicinity,  as  will  fully 
appear  when  we  prefent  our  readers  with  a  detailed 
delineation  of  this  tdwn. 

The 

f  See  Dr  Robcrtfon's  Hift.  of  Charles  V.  emperor  of  Germany. 


j^etQcaftle  upon  Cpne.  n 

The  uniform  teftimony  of  ancient  hiftory  informs 
us,  that  Julius  Csfar  was  the  firft  Roman  general 
who  invaded  Britain  ;  nor  was  the  undertaking  un- 
worthy of  the  greateft  hero,  and  the  moft  accompliih- 
ed  warrior.  This  event  happened  in  his  third  con- 
fulate,  and  about  fifty-two  years  previous  to  the 
Chriftian  a^ra.  Caefar  having  fubdued  all  antient 
Gaul,  or  modern  France,  and  having  tranfported  his 
▼if^orlous  legions  over  the  Rhine  by  forming  a  bridge 
of  ftupendous  ftrudure.  He,  the  firll  of  the  Roman 
name,  invaded  the  warlike  nations  of  Germany,  and 
having  overthrown  them  in  many  bloody  battles, 
broke  their  power,  almoft  exterminated  many  of  their 
inoft  powerful  nations^  and  brought  them  under  the 
domination  of  Rome. 

Having  achieved  thefe  warlike  and  mighty  enter* 
prizes,  he  refolved  to  invade  Britain.  We  are  told 
that  his  motive  for  this  invafion  was  the  hopes  which 
he  entertained  of  obtaining  pearls  of  vaft  fize  and 
beaiity.^  And  although  this  intrepid  commander 
made  good  his  landing,  by  two  fuccei&ve  invalions, 
yet  he  foon  perceived  that  he  owed  his  fuccefs  over 
thefe  fierce  barbarians  more  to  his  difcipline  and 
arms,  than  to  any  fuperiority  in  point  of  courage 
and  jefolution.  Casfar,  finding  his  legions  thinned 
with  fo  many  bloody  engagements  with  Germans, 
Qauls,  and  Britons,  fired  with  ambition  to  be  at  the 
head  of  the  world^  overthrew  his  rival  Pompey  in  the 
plains  of  Pharfalia,  and,  alTuming  abfolute  power, 
was  ai&ifinated  in  th^  fenate-houfe  by  the  chief  men 
of  that  illuftrious  body*  Auguftus,  his  fuccefTor, 
feems  to  have  paid  little  attention  to  Britain ;  apd 
more  than  a  century  revolved  from  its  firft  invafion 
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by  Caefar,  before  it  was  further  difquieted  by  the  hof- 
tite  arms  of  Rome.  It  was  then,  however,  ferioufly 
invaded,  in  feveral  parts  at  once,  by  the  Roman  le-*. 
gions ;  fo  that  a  large  portion  of  the  ifland,  extend-^ 
ing  from  the  Humber  to  the  Tyne,  and  now  known 
by  the  name  of  the  counties  of  York,  Dui'ham, 
Lancafter,  Weftmoreiand,  and  Cumberland,  after 
many  bloody  battles,  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
fuperior  difcipline  of  the  Roman  arms.  It  waf 
during  this  period,  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  that 
Caradlacus,  generaliiSmo  of  the  Britons,  and  queen 
Boadicea,  difplayed  fuch  heroifm  and  iove  of  indt^ 
pendence.  At  laft,  under  Vefpafian,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  country  of  the  Brigantes,  poflefibrs  of  the 
bounties  mentioned  above,  wasf  over-run  and  con^ 
quered  by  the  vidorioos  Romans;  and  the  complete 
conqueft  of  that  warlike  people  was  achieved  undet 
the  reign  of  Titus :  Julius  Agricola,  one  of  the  moft 
enterpriling  and  fuccefsful  leaders  of  antiquity,  com* 
manded  the  legions  under  that  emperor,  and  led 
his  vidtorious  troops  from  the  Tyne  through  Nor- 
thumberland, and  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  North  Bri- 
tain, till  they  encani^ed  on  the  heights  of  Aberne- 
thy  which  overlook  the  river  Tay,  about  five  miles 
fouth  eaft  from  Perth.  It  is  faid  by  the  beft  informed 
Scotch  hiftorians,  that  when  the  Roman  legions, 
from  the  elevated  fituation  of  their  camp,  beheld  the 
windings  of  that  beautiful  river,  the  enchanting 
plains  on  its  banks,  and  t*ce  rude  grandeur  of  the 
Grampian  hills  at  a  diftance,  the^  were  ftruck  with 
pleafant  aftoniihment,  and  cried  out  in  ecftacy, 
'^EcccTyberr    Behold  the  Tyber  I 
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The  political  and  fagacious  Romans,  beginning  to 
difcern  how  important  the  province  of  Britain  might 
prove  to  their  empire,  fet  about  fecuring  the  con- 
quefts  which  they  had  made  in  this  ifland.  For  this 
purpofe,  Agricola  drew  a  ftrong  line  of  garrifons 
actofs  the  ifthmus  which  runs  between  the  rivers 
Forth  and  Clyde ;  and,  as  Tacitus  informs  us,  tlic 
Romans  were  thus  lords  of  incomparably  the  beft 
a&d  mod  fertile  parts  of  the  country ;  while  the  ^^J^- 
rigines,  or  natives,  were  confined  by  woods,  rocks, 
and  hills,  as  it  were,  within  another  ifland.  { 

The  reftkfs  Caledonians,  impatient  of  the  galling 
reftraints  of  their  cruel  matters,  gave  them  no  repofe, 
but  by  frequent  incurfiond  into  the  Roman  provinces, 
rendered  another,  and  flronger,  rampart  neceflary. 
This  was  effeded  in  the  year  117  of  the  chriftian 
aera«     We  are  informed  by  Spartian,  that  they  drew 
a  wall  of  eighty  miles  in  length,  and  completely  di- 
vided the  Romans  from  the  barbarians.     The  vef. 
tiges  of  this  once  mighty  mound  are  ftill  vifible,  at 
Calender-houfe,  near  Falkirk,  where  it  terminated  a 
little  to  the  eaftward,  and  from  the  Carron  to  the 
Clyde  it  extended  from  fea  to  fea.     The  vulgar  affix 
to  that  rampart  the  appellation  of  "  GrahanCs  Byke^ 
But  upon  the  recal  of  Agricola,  and  tlie  command  of 
the  Roman  legions  being  committed  to  lefs  ikilM 
hands,  the  Caledonians  eafily  burft  over  the  barrier, 
conftruded  only  of  earth  and  pallifedoes,  faced  up 
with  ftone ;  and,  pouring  their  hordes  <^  fierce  war* 
riors  into  the  fertile  plains  of  the  Lothians,  and  from 
thence  croffing  the  Tweed,  they  over- ran  Northum- 
berland, and  continued  their  viftorious  career  to  the 
Humber,  and  the  confines  of  the  city  of  York. 

But 
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'  But  Severus,  acquiring  the  imperial  purple,  put 
a  ftop  to  their  defolating  incurfions.  This  empercor 
was  juftly  termed  one  of  the  greateft  of  the  Romans; 
if  thofe  talents  which  form  the  accompliflied  warrior 
and  profound  ftatefman  merit  that  title.  He  was, 
however,  of  unbounded  ambition,  which  he  fup** 
ported  by  aOs  of  the  moil  atrocious  cruelty,  and  re« 
lentlefs  hatred,  againft  fuch  as  gave  him  the  finalleft 
offence.*  He  carried  his  arms  almoft  to  the  ihores 
of  the  Indus  in  the  eaft,  and  the  moft  diftant  na- 
tions of  the  north  felt  their  power.  The  Caledonians 
revolted  under  his  government,  and,  as  has  been 
obferved,  drove  the  Romans  beyond  Adrian's  Wall, 
filling  the  whole  province  with  terror  and  confiifion. 
Severus,  who  could  btook  no  oppofition,  colledted  a 
mighty  army,  which  he  brought  in  tranfports  to  Bri* 
tain,  and,  after  many  bloody  battles,  over-ran  the 
whole  Uland,  obliging  the  Caledonians  to  furrender 
to  him  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  their  country,  parti* 
cularly  the  lowlands,  on  the  fouth  of  the  river 
Forth. 

But,  well  knowing  the  refllefs  turn  of  that  war- 
like people,  he  refolved  to  fecure  his  conqueft  by 
ibme  ftrong  rampart,  that  fhould  effeftually  prevent 
their  incurfions  for  the  future.  For  this  purpofe, 
from  about  the  year  197  to  207,  by  the  labours: 
of  his  foldiers,  and  affiftance  of  the  well-affedted  na- 
tives,  he  built  a  ftrong  barrier,  confifting  of  a  ftone- 
wall,  of  great  height  and  thicknefs,  while  another, 
at  about  twenty  yards  diftance,  of  earth  faced  with 
ftone,  ran  parallel  with  it,  from  the  ihores  of  the 
Irifh  fea  acrofs  the  whole  ifland,  terminating  at 
Wallfend,   a  little  village,  about  three  miles  eaft 
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from  Newcaftle.*  The  former  of  tbefe  was  built  bj 
Severus ;  the  latter  by  Adrian ;  but  this  having 
been  often,  in  many  parts,  thrown  down,  occaiioned 
the  rearing  of  that  wall  by  Severus,  to  protect  his 
<^vilized  fubjeds  in  their  polfeffions,  and  alfo,  by 
fuch  a  mighty  undertakuig,  to  perpetuate  his  name 
and  renown  through  fucceeding  ages. 

This  ftupeudous  work  ran  through  Newcaftle; 
and  as  that  of  Severus  formed  part  of  the  town- 
wall,  which  we  ihall  fhew  when  treating  more  cir« 
cumftantially  of  the  public  edifices,  we  claim  the 
indulgence  of  our  readers,  in  making  fome  fur- 
ther obfervations  on  this  auguft  monument  of  the 
Roman  power  and  greatnefs.  '*  During  my  refi- 
**  dence  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,"  fays  Mr.  Brand 
in  his  hiftory,  "  prompted  by  an  ardour  of  curiofity 
**  bordering  on  enthufiafm,  I  occafionally  made  feve- 
•*  ral  excurfions,  to  examine  the  ftill  remaining  vef- 
**  tiges  of  thofe  ftupendous  works,  raifed  here,  by  a 
"  people  who  were  juftly  ftyled  the  conquerors  of 
"  the  world."  We  (hall  therefore  avail  ourfelves 
of  the  privilege  of  prefenting  our  readers  with 
the  fubftance  of  fome  of  the  obfervations  of  that 
author. 

Agricola  appears  to  have  fuggefted  the  firft  idea 
ef  building  thefe,  by  ereding,  A.  D.  79,  a  row  of 
forts  acrofs  the  ifland,  from  Tynmouth,  on.  the 
German  ocean,  to  the  Irifh  fea. 

To  conned  thefe,  and  to  condenfe  their  llrength, 
the  emperor  Adrian,  firft  in  the  year  120*  and  a£^ 
terwards  Severus,  A.  D.  207.  raifed  their  feparate 
walls,  along  the  fame  trad  of  country,  running  from 
flation  to  ftation,  till  an  unfordable  frith  on  one  fide, 

and 
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and  a  broad  and  deep  river  on  the  other,  rendered 
it  unneceflary  to  extend  them  any  further. 

We  (hall  not  fcrviiely  copy  or  tranfcribe  the  le& 
interefting  obfervations  in  Mr.  Brand's  hiftory,  but 
ihall  avail  ourfelves  of  fomc  of  his  more  curious  re- 
marks, as  well  as  of  other  antiquarians,  who  have  em- 
ployed their  inveftigations  in  tracing  and  defcribing 
the  ancient  remains  of  Roman  grandeur.  All  confent 
that  Wallfend  derives  its  etymology  from  its  being 
the  eaftern  termination  of  Severus*s  wall,  and 

SEGEDUNUM 

feems  to  have  been  the  firft  ftation  of  the  Roman 
troops,  appointed  to  guard,  and  to  garrifon  the 
wall.  It  was,  perhaps,  the  ftation  of  the  firft  cohort 
of  the  Lergi,  and  flood  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
prefent  village  of  Wallfend,  and  a  little  to  the  caft 
of  a  gentleman's  houfe,  now  called  Carville.  The 
houfe  built  for  the  viewer  of  the  colliery  ftands  pa- 
rallel to  the  weft  rampart  of  the  ftation,  and  near 
the  fouth-weft  angle. 

The  fire-engine  ftands  about  fix  yards  to  the 
north  of  the  wall,  the  foundations  of  which  were 
found  here  fix  feet  beneath  the  level  of  the  ground. 
••  In  1783,"  fays  Mr.  Brand,  **  I  faw  part  of  a  wall 
**  compofed  of  Roman  bricks,  cemented  clofe  toge- 
••  ther  with  lime.  I  found  a  fibula,  fome  Roman 
**  tegula  and  coins,  a  ring,  &c.  Immenfe  quanti- 
"  tics  of  bones,  horns,  and  teeth  of  animak,  that  had 
**  been  facrificed,  are  continually  turning  up.  Alfo 
"  two  Roman  querns,  or  hand-mills,  by  which  the 
•*  foldiers  ground  their  com,  were  found  in  this  fta- 
*•  tion.^  To  this  may  be  added  the  obfervations.  of 
that  ingenious  gentleman,  Mr.  Buddie,  viewer  of 
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Wallfend  collitry,  who  politely  obliged  us  with  a 
fight  of  fevcial  very  great  curiofities,  which  he  and 
his  fon  have  colledted,  and  preferved  with  great  care. 
llie  firft  obje&  in  this  colle^on»  which  ftruck  us, 
was  a  deer's  or  buck's  horn,  of  large  dimenfions, 
extremely  folid  and  weighty.  Its  length  is  two  feet 
and  a  half,  with  a  fpac^  of  fifteen  inches  betwixt  the 
extreme  points  of  the  antlers,  and  indicates  the 
animal  to  have  been  of  great  fize  and  ftrength. 
This  bom  is  different  from  thofe  of  the  tame  fpe« 
cies  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  probably  of 
one  of  thofe  kinds  fo  frequently  mentioned  by  the 
ancients,  which  are  exterminated  in  this  part  of  the 
ifland,  but  (till  exift  in  many  places  of  the  High- 
lands. The  place  where  this  natural  curiofity  was 
difcovered,  was  a  kind  of  pit,  near  Mr.  Buddle'is 
houfe,  like  an  inverted  cone,  artfully  cohftroded, 
of  nine  feet  diameter  at  the  top,  nine  feet  in  depth, 
and  two  feet  diameter  at  the  bottom.  It  is  probable, 
that  this  animal  had  been  Htcrificed  in  fome  of  the 
religious  rites  of  the  army  encamped  here. 

The  next  article  we  viewed  was  the  flceleton  of  a 
cow's  head,  which  has  loft  the  maxilla  inferior,  and 
the  frontal  bone  only  remains  entire,  with  a  fmall 
part  of  the  maxilla  fuperiot.  The  conftrufUon  of  thk 
ikeleton,  however,  is  fo  fingular,  and  fo  different  from 
that  of  any  of  the  domefticated  kind  of  the  prefent 
time,  that  it  is  highly  probable  it  may  be  the  remains 
of  one  of  a  fpecie^  that  ufed  to  run  wild,  in  ancient 
times.  Of  diis  kind,  there  is  perhaps  none  to  be 
found,  at  leaft  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  ifland, 
but  in  Chiningham  Park,  in  Northumberland,  be- 
longing to  the  earlof  Tankerville.  And  as  many, 
prompted  by  cvm&ty^  come  irom  a  great  4ift&nce, 
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to  fee  this  fmgular  fpecies  of  cattlei  we  hope  a 
fhort  defcription  of  them  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
our  readers ;  efpecially  as  they  have  frequented  that 
part  of  the  country  from  time  immemorial,  and  pro- 
bably were  that  very  fpecies  which  the  Romans  ufed 
for  religious  oblations,  as  well  as  for  domeftic  pur- 
pofes,  in  their  encampments. 

Their  colour  (fays  Dr.  Fuller  in  his  hiftory  of  Ber- 
wick) is  invariably  white,  muzzle  black.;  the  whole 
of  the  infide  of  the  ear,  and  about  one-third  of  t\\e 
outiide,  from  the  tip  downwards,  red.  Horns  white, 
with  black  tips,  very  fine,  and  bent  upwards.  Some 
of  the  bulls  have  a  thin,  upright  mane,  about  two 
inches  long.  The  weight  of  the  oxen  is  from  thirty- 
five  to  foi;ty.five  Hone,  the  whole  carcafe.  The  beef 
Is  finely  marbled,  and  of  exquifite  flavour.  .  They 
neve^  are  very  fat,  from  the  nature  of  their  pafture, 
and  the  frequent  agitations  they  are  put  into,  by  the 
curiofity  of  ftrangers. 

At  the  firft  appearance  of  any  perfon,  they  fet  ofi 
in  full  gallop,  and,  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
hundred  yards,  make  a  wheel  round,  and  come 
boldly  up  again,  toffing  their  heads  in  a  menacing 
manner.  On  a  fudden  they  make  a  full  flop,  at  the 
diftance  of  forty  or  fifty  yards,  looking  wildly  at  the 
dbjed  of  their  furprife  ;  and,  upon  the  leaft  motioii 
being  made,  they  all  turn  round  again,  and  gallop 
off  with  equal  fpeed,  but  not  to  the  fame  diftance  i 
forming  a  ftiorter  circle,  and  again  returning  with  a 
bolder  and  more  threatening  afpe£t,  they  approach 
much  nearer,  about  thirty  yards,  and  once  more 
gallop  oflf.  Thefe  circuitous  motions  are  repeated, 
till  they  come  withiji  a  few  yards,  when  the  fpedta- 
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tors  think  it  highly  prudent  ro  decamp,  and  to  leave 
them  mafters  of  the  field. 

If  any  perfon  happens  to  come  near  their  calves, 
they  clap  their  heads  clofe  (o  the  ground,  and  lie 
like  a  hare,  to  hide  them£elves.  The  Dodor  adds, 
that  he  himfelf,  traverfing  the  park,  found  one  of 
their  calves,  which,  although  weak,  inflantly  got 
op,  and  bolted  at  him  with  all  its  force,  and  bellow- 
ing aloud,  alarmed  the  whole  herd,  who,  rufhing 
with  impetuofity  againfl  the  fuppofed  aggrefibr, 
obliged  tlie  fon  of  ^fculapius  to  make  a  precipitate 
retreat. 

it  is  reinarkable  of  thefe  gregajrious  and  highly 
locial  animals^  that  when  any  one  happens  to  be 
wounded  with  the  fhots  of  the  huntfman,  or  has  be- 
come  weak  through  age  or  ficknefs,  the  reft  of  the 
herd  fet  upon  it,  and  gore  it  to  death  !«-Porpoifes, 
and  various  other  creatures,  do  the  fame  to  their 
wounded  aflbciates. 

The  jaw-bone,  feemingly  of  a  cow,  or  ox,  of  vaft 
fize  and  folidity,  is  among  Mr.  Buddie's  natural  cu- 
riofities,  and  was  found  deep  in  the  fite  of  the  Ro- 
man camp,  or  caftrum.  He  has  likewife  a  iheep's  or 
goat's  ikull,  of  very  fingular  (hape  and  dimenfion ; 
alfo  urns  of  pottery,  very  curious,  of  red,  yellow, 
and  dark  brown  colours.  One  is  beautifully  adorned 
with  figures,  in  different  compartments,  like  females 
carrying  ba£kets  of  flowers,  fruits,  &c.  on  their  heads. 
Many  handles  of  urns,  b-c.  but  much  (battered  and 
mutilated.  A  ftone,  about  fix  inches  fquare,  perfo- 
rated with  round  holes,  with  curious  devices,  appa- 
rently ufed  for  cok>urs,  fome  of  which  are  yet  per- 
feaiy  vifible. 

C  2  Meflxt. 


MeflVs.  Buddie  informed  us,  that  in  digging  h 
foundation  for  their  dwelling-houfe,  out-houfes,  and 
garden,  fcarcely  a  fpade  or  mattock  turned  up  the 
foil,  but  along  with  it  bones,  horns,  fragments  of  vef- 
fels,  arms,  &c.  appeared-. 

What  was  particularly  interefting,  among  other 
pieces  of  information,  thefe  gentlemen  told  us,  that, 
in  turning  up  the  foil,  about  eighteen  months  ago, 
they  difcovered  a  caufeway  leading  to  a  wharf,  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  perfeftly  vifible  and  diftindl. 

As  the  Roman  wall  terminated  here,  the  fouth 
and  eaft  fides  of  the  fort,  or  caftrum,  were  traced, 
while  the  fofla,  on  the  eaft  fide,  was  quite  eafily  dif<* 
cerned. 

About  fixty  or  eighty  yards  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Mr.  Buddie's  houfe,  on  digging  deep  for  clay  to 
make  bricks,  many  foundations  of  buildings  were 
difcovered;  and  falling  among^fome  deep  trenches, 
or  ditches,  numbers  of  human  bones  and  ikeletons 
were  found. 

This  probably  was  the  ccmeterium^  or  burying- 
place,  belonging  to  the  camp,  which  feems  to  have 
been  very  extenfive  at  this  place,  and  ^here.  they 
depofited  the  bodies  of  their  deceafed  friends,  either 
by  inhumating  the  corpfes,  or  feleAing  their  bones 
from  the  funeral  piles,  and  putting  them  in  urns, 
placed  them  in  this  recefs  of  fllence,  and  of  death ! 

Coins,  of  diiferent  dimenfions,  have  likewife  been 
found;  but  their  legends  are  utterly  defaced  by 
time. 

All  writers  on  Roman  antiquities,  Ptolemy,  Gra« 
novius,  Lipfias,  Kennet,  Dempfter,  and  others,  unl« 
formly  obferve,  that  thofe  martial  people,  in  their 
fencampmentSy  always  cbofe  a  declivity,  or  fome 
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eminencet  Hoping  down  towards  a  river,  or  running 
water :  and  Dr.  Hoi-fley  fays,  that  the  Romans,  in 
choofing  the  fituation  for  the  vaft  undertaking  now 
under  review,  fixed  •*  the  ftation  at  Wallfcnd  with 
*'  its  ibuthem  rampart  facing  the  fun,  and  Hoping 
"  quite  down  to  the  river  Tyne/' 

The  next  was^  where  Bees«houfes  ftood,  now 
called  Store-houfes,  near  Walker,  where  the  veftigeg 
of  Se verm'  wall  were  perfedly  difcernable ;  but,  by  a 
late  refolution  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  througli 
which  the  ivaU  had  its  diredlion,  the  fofla,  and  the 
whole  fite  of  the  wall,  are  dug  up,  and  converted 
into  valuable  arable  land,  from  Wallfend  to  Bykexw 
hilL  The  antiquary  views  thefe  devaftations  of  the 
labours  of  ancient  times  with  a  flgh,  while  the  huC 
bandxnan  drives  his  plow-lbare  with  unconcern  thrcf 
thofe  ditches  and  mounds,  where  once  gleamed  hof- 
tile  arms.  Thefe  former  fcenes  of  death  are  now 
covered  with  the  yellow  harveft.— A  transformatioft 
forely  infinitely  better  for  the  felicity  of  mankind ! 

But,  in  tracing  the  direOlon  of  the  Roman  wall^ 
ure  find  that  it  ran  quite  through  Newcaflle.  Qsltq^ 
den,  in  his  Britannia,  makes  no  doubt  of  this  having 
been  the  cafe,  and  fays,  *'  It  is  moft  certain,  that 
*'  the  rampart,  and  afterwards  the  wall  of  Severcs, 
**  pafied  through  this  town,  viz.  Newcaftle ;  and 
**  at  Fampedok,  or  Pakdom-gate,  there  (liH  remains, 
**  as  it's  thought,  one  of  the  little  turrets  of  that 
*"  very  wall.'*  There  was,  indeed,  a  turret  of  Angu- 
lar ftrufture  over  the  gate  at  Pandon  j  the  mafonry 
of  which  was  quite  different  from  that  of  the  town 
wall.  That  it  was  ancient  to  a  proverb,  is  well 
known  among  the  commonalty  of  Newcaftle ;  no- 
thing being  more  general  than,  when  they  would 
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defcribc  the  great  antiquity  of  any  thing,  to  fay, 
**  It's  as  old  as  Pandon-gate*^  This  venerable  re- 
main of  antiquity,  forming  part  of  Severus*  wall, 
vras  taken  down  by  an  order  of  the  magiilrates  of 
Newcaftlc,  to  widen  the  pafTage,  in  the  year  1796. 

Near  where  this  turret  flood  is  the  Wall  Knoll,  a 
very  ancient  place ;  which,  Mr.  Qrey  pofitively  fays, 
was  part  of  the  Roman  wall.  The  name  itfelf  feems 
to  indicate  as  much ;  for  the  wcdl  upon  the  knoll^  or 
eminence^  can  only  be  underilood  of  the  Roman 
wall;  becaufe  it  had  this  name  from  very  ancient 
times,  fays  Bourne,  long  before  the  building  of  the 
town  wall,  to  which  it  lies  quite  contiguous. 

A  little  above  Fandon,  on  the  height,  (lands  the 
Carpenters'  Tower.  .  This  too,  fays  the  fame  author, 
was  one  of  the  Roman  towers,  as  could  eafily  be  dif- 
cemed  before  the  taking  down  of  the  turrets,  which 
was  done  to  build  a  commodious  room  for  the  com- 
pany of  Shipwrights,  or  Carpenters. 

Ancient  tradition  fays,  that  the  Roman  wall  went 
through  the  Weft  Gate,  and  the  vicar's  garden, 
along  that  ground  where  St.  Nicholas'  church  now 
Hands,  by  the  Wall  Knoll,  Sally-port,  and  ia  on  to 
Wallfend. 

This  is  extremely  probable,  as  it  may  ftill  be  in 
the  recolledlion  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ncw- 
caftle,  that  from  the  weft  end  of  the  narrow  ftreet 
called  the  Low-bridge,  to  the  eaft  end  of  St.  Nicho- 
las' churph-yard,  a  bridge,  conftruAed  of  large  and 
inafiive  ftones,  of  vaft  heighth,  and  evidently  of  Ro- 
man architedlure,  was  thrown  over  a  frightful  dean, 
now  a  fpacious  and  beautiful  ftreet,  full  of  fplendid 
flicips  and  dwelling-houfcs. 

Hoi- 
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HoUingfhead,  in  tracing  the  courfe  of  the  Roman 
wall,  in  his  defcription  of  Britain,  fays,  that  its  mod 
weftem  extent  was  at  Boln^  upon  Burgh,  and  foU 
lowing  the  refpeAivc  ftations  for  the  cohorts,  he 
brings  it  to  Rutchefter ;  it  then  pafles  to  Heddon, 
Walbottle,  Benton,  and  from  thence  to  Newcaftle. 

In  a  manufcript  of  the  late  John  Milbank,  Efq.  and 

communicated  to  Mr.  Bourne^  there  is  given  a  (hort 

and  circumftantial  account  of  this  celebrated  monu* 

ment  of  ancient  Roman  greatnefs.     "  Adrian,"  fays 

this  gentleman,  "  built  a  wall  of  turf  or  fods,  from 

**  the  fea-fide,  beyond  Carlifle,  unto  Tynemouth.    It 

**  was  overthrown  by  the  inroads  of  the  northern 

**  nations,  after  the  emperor  had  left  the  illand ;  but 

"  Sevcrus  built,  near  the  fame  fite,  another  wall  of 

*'  done,   and  ereded  towers  and  other  places  for 

^  watching  at  every  mile's  end,  and  a  paflage  ran 

"  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  wall,  by  which, 

"  with  a  horn,  or  fome  hollow  inftrument,  they  could 

**  give  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 

''  from  ftation  to  ftation,  almoft  in  an  inftant,  for  the 

"  courfe  of  eighty  miles.     I  myfelf/'  adds  Mr.  Mil- 

l^nk,  **  have  feen  the  wall,  at  Thirl  wall,  and  it  takes 

''  its  diredtion  by  Portgate,  near  Stagfliawbank,  by 

*"  Halton,  near  the  Lcng  Lane,  where  both  the  walls 

*'  are  apparent ;  as  alfo  at  Denton,  over  Benwell- 

"  hill,  down  to  the  Weft  Gate,  in  Newcaftle."  And 

he  concludes  by  obferving,  •*  You  may  fee  it  down 

•*  the  hill^  by  Mr.  Leonard  Carres  houfe,  (in  Pilgrim* 

''  ftreet,  near  where  Mr.  Robfon's  inn  now  ftands) 

«  and  over  Walker  Moor  to  Wallfend." 

As  it  does  not  fall  within  the  plan  of  our  work, 
which  is  principally  confined  to  a  defcriptive  and 
fuccind  account  of  Newcaftle,  we  fliall  nq(  trefpafs 

mucji 
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much  farther,  by  following  and  defcribing  the  vari- 
ous Roman  ilations  that  were  all  along  contiguous  to 
this  ancient  and  ftuptndous  work*  We  fhall  only 
obfenre,  from  Bede,  the  venerable  hiftorian  of  Jar- 
row,  that,  upon  Severus*  wall  being  broke  down 
in  fcveral  places  by  the  barbarians,  another  was 
built,  with  turrets  at  intervening  diftances,  by  the 
Romans,  to  defend  the  feeble  and  enervated  inha* 
bitants  of  their  provinces.  And  as  the  empire  was 
convulfed  through  the  competition  of  feveral  rivals 
at  once  for  the  fupreme  power,  the  Roman  troops 
took  leave  of  the  ifland,  about  four  hundred  and 
feventy-eight  years  from  its  being  firft  invaded  by 
Julius  Csefar.  Twenty  years  afterwards,  the  Britons, 
finding  the  Scots  and  Pifts  too  powerful  for  them, 
iblicited  the  Romans  to  come  to  Britain  to  afiiil 
them  ;  but  they  never  returned. 

This  laft  wall  is  faid  by  Bede  to  have  been  eight 
feet  broad,  and  twelve  high,  and  was  ereAed  on  the 
very  fite  of  the  walls  of  Adrian  and  of  Severus.  It 
had  a  great  number  of  towers^  or  little  caftles,  a  mile 
from  each  other,  now  called  cqftle-fteeds ;  and  on 
the  infide,  fortified  little  towns  or  camps,  called 
ehejlers.  The  inhabitants  tell  you,  that  there  was 
alfo  a  brazen  trumpet,  or  pipe,  of  which  they  now 
and  then  found  pieces,  fo  artificially  laid  in  the  wall, 
between  each  caftle  and  tower,  that  upon  the  ap- 
prchenfion  of  danger,  at  any  fingle  place,  by  the 
founding  of  it,  notice  might  be  given  te  the  next 
tower,  and  fo  on  through  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
ifland. Vide  Bede,  as  quoted  hy  Camden. 

Mr.  Brand,  who,  accompanied  by  the  ingenious 
Mr.  R.  Beilby,  in  the  year  1783,  traced  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Roman  wall,  has  minutely  recorded, 

in 
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in  the  appendix  to  hi«  hiftorj  of  Ncwcaftle,  his  dif- 
coverics  of  fragments  of  altars,  urns,  coins,  &c,  and 
fums  up  the  whole  of  his  obfervations  with  giving  us 
the  names  of  the  various  ftations  along  the  wall  viz. 


I.  Walker,  or  WallTcnd, 

in  Nordiumberland* 

2.  WaU  Knoll, 

in  Ncwcaftlc, 

3-  Benwdl,  alias  Benwall,  1 

4-  Wall-Bottle, 

5.  Heddon  on  the  Wall, 

6.  Wall  Hoofes, 

7.  Wall  Fell,  near  B7WCII, 

8-  Wall  Side, 

^  WaU. 

10.  Walwick-Chcftcrs, 

II.  Wal wick-Grange, 

f  in  Northumberland, 

12.  Walwick, 

13.  Walwick  New'Hoofes, 

14.  Wall-Shiels, 

15.  Walton-Mill, 

16.  Wall-Town, 

17.  Thirlwall-Caftlc, 

18.  Bomt-Wall, 

19.  Wallboors, 

2o.  Walhomep 

21.  Wall, 

22.  WalLTowB, 

23.  Wakon-Ridge> 

24.  Old  WaU, 

*  in  Camberland* 

25.  Wall-Head, 

26.  Wallby, 

27.  Wall-Hoofe, 

28.  Wall-Know, 

Upon  viewing  the  ruins  of  thefe  once  mighty 
efforts  of  human  drt,  to  fee  the  broken  fragments  of 
caftles,  temples,  'j>{i\it6s^  and  lofty  flruftures,  the 
mind  is  ftruck  with  ftrong  emotions  of  a  kind  of 
melancholy  fympathy ;  and  it  carries  our  reflexions 

D  for- 
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forward  to  the  confummation  of  all  things,  as  de- 
fcribed  by  the  unrivalled  Shakefpeare. 

**  IThe  cloud-capt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces. 
The  folemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itfcif, 
Yea,  all  that  it  inherit,  fhall  diflblve ! 
And,  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vidon, 
Lc^vc  not  a  wreck  behind !" 

But  our  fenfations  are  relieved,  when  we  fee 
beautiful  and  fertile  fields,  covered  with  golden  har- 
veils,  where  once  flood  the  rampart  of  huge  ftones 
cramped  with  iron ;  and  where  fierce  warriors  con- 
flidled  in  mortal  combat,  now  the  fcenes  of  harmleis 
bleating  flocks,  and  of  fportive  lambs,  gambolling  in 
wanton  play,  along  the  venerable  ruins  of  camps 
and  entrenchments;  as  finely  pidlured  by  a  ^reat 
poet  of  nature. 

— i-  «  And  leads  me  to  the  mountain's  bro^w, 
Where  fits  the  fhepherd  on  the  graflj  turf, 
Inhaling,  healthful,  the  defcending  fun ; 
Around  him  feeds  his  many  bleating  flock. 
Of  various  cadence ;  and  his  ijportive  lambs. 
This  way  and  that  convolved,  in  frifkful  glee, 
Their  frolics  play ;  and  now  the  fprightly  race 
Invites  them  forth ;  when  fwift  the  fignal  given, 
They  (Urt  away,  and  fweep  the  moify  mound, 
That  runs  around  the  hill ;  the  rampart  once 
Of  iron  war,  in  ancient  barbarous  times, 
When  difunited  Britain  ever  bled. 
Loft  in  eternal  broil :  ere  yet  (he  grew 
To  this  deep  laid  indiflbluble  ftate, 
^         Where  wealth  and  commerce  lift  their  golden  head ; 
And  o'er  our  labours  iiheriy  and  /nw, 
Impartial  watch  i  the  wonder  of  a  world !" 

Thomson's  spring. 

SITUATION 
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SITUATION  AND  EXTENT. 

This  town,  which  has  made,  for  ages,  a  confpicu* 
ous  figure  among  the  commercial  marts  for  trade, 
manufa&ures,  and  bufinefs  of  various  kinds,  does 
not  imprefs  the  ftranger,  who  approaches  it  from 
any  dire<^oa,  with  ideas  prepoiTeffing  in  its  favour. 
A  very  ingenious  correfpondent  of  the  editors  of  the 
Monthly  Magazine,  in  his  account  of  it,  fays : 

**  The  fituation  of  modern  NewcafUe  has  probably 
been  determined  by  its  bridge,  which,  having  been 
originally  built  by  the  Romans  at  this  termination 
of  their  great  north«-eaftern  road,  has  been,  from 
time  to  time,  renewed  upon  the  fame  fite.  This 
warlike  people  Ceem  to  have  preferred  palling  over 
the  tops  of  hills,  probably  for  the  fake  of  ilations, 
from  which  to  overlook  and  keep  in  devotion  the 
fiuTounding  country.  But  the  objedls  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  a  military  qiatipn  are  very  different  from 
thofe  of  a  commercial  one,  which  are  beil  promoted 
by  the  eafe  and  expedition  with  which  goods  and 
paflengers  can  be  conveyed  from  one  part  of  a  coun- 
try to  another.  The  great  obllrudtion  to  this  free 
communication,  and  the  enormous  needlefs  wafte  of 
the  powers  of  that  noble  animal  on  whofe  exertions 
we  chiefly  depend  in  thefe  refpefts,  occaiioned  by 
the  fervility  with  which  we  ilill  continue  to  follow 
the  track  of  our  predeceflbrs  over  the  elevated  bar- 
ren ridge  of  Gatefhead  Fell,  is  ?  fource  of  daily  mor-p 
tification  to  the  travellers  upon  this  road.  More 
eipecially  when  the  view  of  that  Angular  edifice 
lately  built  for  a  patent-lhot  tower  at  the  whiterlead 
works,  a  few  hundred  yards  above  the  bridge,  which 
P  2  prefents 
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prefents  itfelf  to  the  paflengcr  about  two  miles  north 
of  Chefterrk^ftreet,  cannot  fail  to  convince  him  of 
the  eafe  with  which  a  perfedly  level  road  might  be 
carried  in  a  ftraight  line  from  that  point  to  the  weft- 
cm  extremity  of  the  town.  The  noble  profpeft  up 
^the  vale  of  Tyne,  which  regales  the  eye  of  the  tra- 
veller as  he  defcends  towards  the  town  from  the 
fummit  of  the  ridge,  may  perhaps  be  pleaded  as 
fome  compenfation  for  the  trouble  of  its  afcent. 

"  After  the  Romans  had  retired  from  Britain,  it 
appears  that  the  works  which  they  had  here  con- 
llru6ted  were  at  leaft  fo  far  maintained  as  to  conti* 
nue  it  a  place  of  confidcrable  ftrength ;  and  that 
many  religious  fraternities  in  the  later  Saxon  times 
had  found  in  it  a  fccure  flielter. 

"  But  whatever  caufcs  may  have  determined  the 
fitiiation  of  Newcaftle,  and  however  well  chofen  it 
may  once  have  been  for  the  purpofes  of  fecurity,  it 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  Angularly  ill  adapted  to 
anfwer  thofe  of  neatnefs  or  convenience.  To  the 
ftranger  who  arrives. from  the  fouth,  after  he  has 
been  aftoniflied,  and  in  fome  degree  terrified,  by  his 
rapid  defcent  through  Gatelhead,  (now  indeed  confix 
derably  mitigated  by  the  circuitous  direftion  of  the 
new  ftreet),  immediately  on  his  turning  upon  the 
bridge,  a  precipitous  eminence  prefents  itfelf,  which 
extends  along  the  river  weftward  to  the  extremity  of 
the  town,  leaving  only  room  for  a  narrow  ftreet,  very 
prdperly  denominated  Tbe  Clofe ;  but  cluttered  all 
the  way  to  the  very  fummit  of  its  almoft  perpendi- 
cular banks,  with  houfes  built  during  the  turbulent 
times  which  preceded  the  union  of  the  crowns,  when 
the  inhabitants  naturally  crowded  as  clofe  as  poffible 
under  the  protedion  of  the  Cattle.    Amidft  thefe 

houfes 
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faoufes  an  afcent  is  gained  to  the  Caftle-jard  and  its 
pcecinas  by  feveral  lofty  flights  of  ftaira.  This 
eminence  terminates  exadly  in  front  of  the  bridge, 
which  was  formerly  defended  by  a  half-moon  bat* 
toy,  an  outworic  from  the  Caftle,  placed  upon  its 
fiimmit ;  but  this  is  now  loaded  with  an  uniightly 
mafc  of  mUerable  tenements,  five  dories  high,  which 
fccms  to  threaten  deftrudion  to  the  houfes  and  ftreet 
bcbw.  The  eaftem  and  north-eaftem  fides  of  the 
Caftie  Mount  are  in  like  manner  crowded  with  build* 
ings,  vhich  being  all  the  way  ftuck  clofe  one  above 
<^ther  to  the  very  gate  of  the  Caftle,  have  ob- 
taiocd«  from  this  circumftance,  the  appropriate  name 
of  Tbe  SitU. 

"  The  eaftem  parts  of  the  town  were  feparated 
from  the  Clofe  and  Side  by  a  deep  ravine,  formed 
by  a  frnall  brook  or  rivulet,  which  falls  into  the 
river  a  little  below  the  bridge.  The  lower  part  of 
this  dcott  or  bum  (for  both  thefe  provincial  terms  are 
applied  to  it)  mull  have  been  arched  over  for  feveral 
centuries,  at  leaft  as  long  fince  as  the  open  market* 
place,  called  the  Sand-hill,  has  been  embanked  from 
the  river,  and  enclofed  with  buildings.  The  upper 
part  was  left  in  its  original  flate  till  about  fifteen 
years  ago,  when  the  courfe  of  its  channel  was  judi- 
doufly  chofen  to  form  a  paflage  through  the  town, 
on  which  paflengers  Ihould  not  be  liable  fo  the  in- 
convenience of  afcending  either  the  weftern  bank, 
through  a  narrow  winding  paflage  in  the  Side,  or  the 
eaftern  ((horly  to  be  mentioned)  by  a  fimilar  ftrait 
and  fteep  approach.  If  the  ingenious  projector  had 
been  allowed  to  begin  his  plan  a  httle  lower^  the 
alJcent  would  have  been  more  gradual,  and  the  im- 
provement more  complete. 

•»  Oppo^ 
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•*  Oppofite  to  the  Cattle  Mount,  but  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  river,  the  eaftern  ridge  terminates 
with  the  bandfome  modern  edifice  of  All  Saints' 
church ;  and  along  the  back  of  it,  which  runs  nearly 
north,  is  built  (within  and  without  the  walls)  the 
longeil  and  moit  regular  ftreet  in  the  town.  Farther 
eaftward,  another  deep  ravine  is  formed  by  a  fome« 
what  more  coniiderable  brook,  which,  after  running 
for  fome  time^  enters  the  town  for  a  fhort  fpace, 
though  it  nearly  feparates  the  whole  of  Newcaftle, 
properly  fo  called,  from  its  exteniive  eaftern  fub« 
urbs»  « 

**  The  whole  of  the  level  tradt  within  the  walls, 
between  All  Saints'  church  and  the  river,  is,  per- 
haps, more  clofely  crowded  with  buildings  than  any 
equal  fpace  of  ground  in  his  majefty's  dominions.  It 
is  occupied  by  no  lefs  than  twenty-one  wynds  or 
aUeys  (here  called  chares*)^  only  one  of  which, 
called,  by  pre-eminence,  the  £r0^*chare,  will  ad- 
mit the  paflTage  of  carts.  All  the  reft  may  eafily  be 
reached  acrols  by  the  extended  arms  of  a  middle- 
ilzed  man,  and  many  even  with  a  fingle  arm.  In 
feveral  of  them,  however,  are  fome  of  (till  lately) 
the  beft  houfes  in  the  town,  which  in  the  laft  age 
were  inhabited  by  the  more  opulent  merchants; 
particularly  thofe  engaged  in  the  coaUtrade.  One 
of  chefe  chares  can  boaft  of  being  the  birth-place 

of 

*  A  laughable  mifunderdandmg  happened  at  our  aflizes  fome 
years  ago,  when  one  of  the  witnelfes  in  a  criminal  trial  fwore, 
diat ««  he /aw  three  men  come  out  of  the  foot  of  a  chare  P* — "  Gende- 
men  of  the  Jury,"  exclaimed  the  learned  judge,  "  you  mult  pay 
no  regard  to  that  man's  evidence ;  he  muft  be  infane."  But  the 
foreman,  fmiling,  aflured  the  judge,  that  they  underftood  htm 
fsxj  well )  and  that  he  fpoke  the  words  of  truth  and  fobemefs. 
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of  the  prefent  Lord  Chancellor*  and  his  able  bro* 
ther.  Sir  William  Scotc.  But,  of  late  years,  thd 
fuburbs  have  been  widely  extended  in  all  diredions, 
particularly  to  the  north  and  eaft ;  and  the  buildings 
in  the  chares  are  every  day  faft  converting  into 
oflkes,  warehoufes,  breweries,  &c.  Many  of  them 
are  ftill  inhabited  by  thofe  more  immediately  en^ 
gaged  in  the  bufinefs  on  the  quay,  as  well  as  by 
failors,  keelmen,  and  carpenters ;  thofe  latter  clafles 
chiefly  dwell  in  the  eaftem  fuburbs. 

•*  The  town  may  fairly  be  reckoned  to  extend 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  (from  the  Skinner  Burn 
to  St.  Peter's  Quay)  at  leaft  two  miles  from  eaft  to 
weft :  about  one  half  of  this  may  be  taken  for  the 
bafe  of  a  triangle,  the  northernmoft  point  of  which 
is  near  a  mile  from  the  bridge ;  within  which,  tho* 
with  feveral  irregularities  and  vacant  fpaces,  the 
great  body  of  the  town  may  be  conceived  to  be 
comprehended.  The  ftreets  in  the  upper  part,  at  a 
diftance  from  the  river,  are  fpacious  and  well  built ; 
particularly  Weftgate,  Pilgrim,  and  Northumber- 
land-ilreets,  and  the  rows  and  fquares  which  adjoin 
them.  The  grey  colour,  however,  of  the  bricks,  and 
the  general  (though  not  now  univerfal)  covering  of 
bright  red  pantile  roofs,  certainly  rake  off  much 
from  their  appearance.  The  pavements  are  in  ge- 
neral yery  good,  and  there  are  excellent  accommo«- 
daticHis  for  foot  paflengers ;  but  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  en- 
f(Kcement  of  the  regulations  eftabliihed  by  ad  of 
pariiament  for  keeping  them  clean  and  neat.  Nor 
can  it  be  {aid  that  it  is  well  lighted ;  the  few  lamps 
fcattered  here  and  there  ferving,  as  has  been  well 
chktrtd,  only  to  make  "  darknefs  vlfibU:' 

It  ^ 
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It  is  certain,  that,  from  its  fite,  which  rifes  gra*^ 
dually,  and  in  fome  places  more  boldly,  from  the 
Tyne,  the  regularity  of  the  buildings  is  in  a  great 
meafure  rendered  impradticable. 

GEOGRAPHICAL  SITUATION. 

Grey,  in  his  Chorographia,  page  27,  tells  us,  that 
Camden  makes  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  22  degrees 
30  minutes  longitude,  and  54  degrees  57  minutes 
latitude.  But,  by  Dr.  Hutton's  plan  of  Newcaftle, 
it  is  placed  precifely  in  55  degrees  north  latitude, 
and  about  i  degree  17  minutes  longitude,  weft  from 
London* 

NAME. 

About  the  year  445  of  the  Chriftian  aera,  this 
town  occurs  under  the  appellation  of  Pons  J£lii^  a 
Roman  ftation,  where  a  cohort  of  the  Cornovii  was 
then  in  garrifon.  This  name  is  evidently  derived 
from  that  of  Mlius  Hadrianus,  the  founder  of  the 
firft  wall,  which  that  warlike  prince  affixed  fre- 
quently  to  his  works. 

After  a  filence  of  near  two  hundred  years,  men- 
tion (fays  Mr.  Bi*and)  again  occurs  of  this  place  un- 
der the  new  appellation  oi  Ad  Murum  (at  the  Wall), 
and  the  refidence  of  a  Northumbrian  king.  It  is 
probable,  that,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  it  con* 
fifted  only  of  a  few  ilraggling  houfes  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tyne,  and  before  the  difcovery  of  the  coal* 
mines,  and  other  minerals,  the  principal  employ- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  might  be  fifhing.  But, 
upon  the  Romans  quitting  the  ifland,  the  weak  and 
feeble  natives  (who,  under  the  protection  of  their 

mafters^ 
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mafters,  enjoyed  pofleffion  of.  the  more  fertile  pro- 
Tinccs,  but  were,  by  their  cruel  policy,  deprived  of 
tbc  ufc  of  arms)  eafily  became  a  prey  to  foreign 
invaders,  and  to  none  more  than  the  Saxons  an4' 
Danes.  The  Chrillian  religion  had  been  for  a  long 
feries  of  years  introduced  into  the  ifland  ;  but  in  the 
fifth  and  fixth  centuries,  had  afiumed  the  gloomy 
form  of  folitude  and  retirement,  from  the  bufy  and 
civil  haunts  of  man,  to  caves  and  deferts,  and  its 
moft  rigid  votaries  aflumed  the  name  of  Monacbi^  or 
Monks.  The  town  we  are  now  defcribing,  from  the 
winding  of  the  Tyne,  whofe  banks  were  covered 
with  woods,  drew  a  number  of  thefe  reclufes  to  the 
place,  and  from  this  circumftance,  and  its  vicinity 
to  the  Roman  wall,  all  anuquaries  agree  that  it  got 
the  name  of  Monkcbejler. 

It  was  not  (fays  Mr.  Bourne)  till  after  the  depar- 
ture  of  the  Romans,  that  the  town  got  the  name  of 
Monkchefter,  as  being  a  place  of  ftrength,  or  garri- 
foncd  fort,  duiing  the  invafions  of  the  Danes  and 
Saxons.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  once  for  all,  that  the 
names  of  all  towns  or  places  ending  with  cbejler  got 
that  appellation  from  being  a  Roman  encampment, 
cqftrum^  or  cqftra^  being  the  Latin  words  from 
whence  cbejier  is  derived.  He  adds,  that  this  name 
it  retained,  till  after  the  conqueft  by  William  the 
Norman. 

An  ecclefiaftical  hiftorian,  (EacbardJ  in  his  hif- 
tory  of  England,  fays,  that  Mmkcbejter  was  fo  called 
from  certain  monks,  who  lived  in  great  aufterity 
there.  And  the  Monafticon  gives  us  the  following 
account :  "  In  the  year  1074,  a  certain  monk,  named 
Akiwin,  a  prior  from  the  province  of  the  Mercians, 
preferring  a  voluntary  poverty  and  contempt  of  the 

E  world 
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Hforld  to  all  its  riches  and  grandeur,  hearing,  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  Northumbers,  that  their  country 
was  inhabited  by  vaft  numbers  of  monks  and  reli- 
gious men,  defired  greatly  to  vifit  the  monafteries  of 
thofe  places,  (though  he  knew  that,  by  the  ravages 
of  the  pagan  Danes  and  Saxons,  they  were  fbrfaken 
and  left  defolate)  and  there,  in  imitation  of  thofe 
pious  men,  to  lead  a  life  of  poverty  and  retirement. 
Coming  with  this  defign,  as  far  as  the  monaftery  of 
Eveiham,  he  made  known  his  purpofe  to  certain  of 
the  brethren ;  upon  which,  two  of  them  aiTociated 
with  him,  one  named  Elfwie,  a  deacon,  the  other 
Renifrid ;  but  he  was  quite  unacquainted  with  any 
part  of  literature.  Having  obtained  leave  from 
their  abbot  to  accompany  Aid  win  in  his  pious 
expedition,  the  care  of  the  other  two  being  com- 
mitted to  him,  they  fet  out  on  foot,  having  an  afs 
to  carry  their  books,  facerdotal  veilments,  and  all 
other  neceflaries.  At  length  they  came  to  York, 
requeuing  of  Hugh,  fon  of  Baldrick,  then  (heriff, 
that  he  would  procure  them  a  guide  to  Monk- 
cheller,  that  is,  the  city  of  monks ;  whither  being 
brought  by  their  guides,  they  (laid  a  while,  but 
found  no  remains  of  its  former  fanftity,  no  footfteps 
of  the  religious  people,  who  had  formerly  dwelt 
there.  Walcber,  bifliop  of  Durham,  hearing  of  this, 
fent  for  them,  and  gave  them  the  monaftery  of  Jar- 
ray,  or  Jarrow,  which  at  that  time  was  unroofed, 
and  had  fcarce  any  thing  remaining  of  its  ancient 
grandeur.*' 

HoUingfliead  tells  us,  that  '*  the  Danes,  having  to- 
tally laid  wafte  the  northern  provinces  with  fire  and 
fword,  burned  down  almoft  all  the  churches  and 
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inonafteries,  and  exterminated  the  priefts  and  de« 
votecs  for  the  fpace  of  two  hundred  years ;  fo  that 
the  people,  who  furvived  thefe  frightful  ravages,  be- 
came fo  ignorant  of  religion,  that  they  did  not 
know  what  the  name  of  monk  meant ;  and  if  they 
law  any,  they  wondered  at  the  ftratigenefs  of  the 
fight.**  He  goes  on  :  *•  One  place  there  was  in  this 
country,  famous  for  the  habitation  of  monks^  from 
whence  it  was  called  Monkcbeiier,  but  that  alfo  was 
fo  roinated  and  deftroyed,  that  when  the  monks  of 
Rfercia  (the  monks  before  mentioned}  came  to  it^ 
they  found  no  token  or  remnant  of  any  religious  pcr- 
fons,  who  had  bad  an  habitation  there ;  all  was  de- 
faced, and  gone.'* — Ma^.  Brit.  Nov,  \S  Antiq.  ex 
Hon. 

Mr.  Bourne  adds,  that,  "  with  refpedl  to  Monk- 
chefter,  this  feems  to  be  pundluaUy  true.  It  was 
two  hundred  years  from  the  ruin  of  the  monafteries, 
to  this  time,  after  the  conquell ;  and  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Alfred,  the  Danes,  after 
ioyadtng  the  country,  divided  their  hordes  of  de- 
flroycrs.  King  Haldon,  in  the  year  S75,  wkb  a 
large  dhrifion,  went  ta  Northumberland,  and  lay  i^ 
the  winter  feafon  near  the  Tyne,  where  he  divided 
the  country  among  his  followers,  making  not  only 
the  whole  a  defolation,  but  by  frequent  incurfions 
into  the  conntries  of  the  Scots  and  Pi<^s,  obtained 
from  them  alfo  abundance  of  plunder.** 

Thus  it  appears  from  thie  ancient  record,  that  the 
monafleries  of  Monkcheiler  had  been  in  ruins  aboat 
two  hundred  years,  viz.  from  the  year  875  to  the 
year  1074,  ^^  ^'"^^  ^^  ^^  coming  of  the  Mercian 
monk. 

E  a  This 
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This  may  aflill  our  enquiries  in  forming  a  conjec- 
ture when  Newcallle  firft  got  the  name  of  Monkchel- 
ter.  The  above  mentioned  hiftorian  thinks  that  it 
was  firft  fo  named  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fe- 
venth  century.  It  was  at  this  period  that  the  mo- 
nq^ic  life  was  introduced  among  the  Nbrtbumbcrs 
by  Aidan,  who  was  that  year  made  biftiop  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  had  his  feat  at  Lindisfern.  The 
bifhop  of  Hexham,  Eata,  mightily  promoted  this 
pious  work,  and  the  country  feemed  filled  with  mo- 
nafteries,  particularly  the  kingdom  of  Northumbef- 
land. 

Bourne  adds,  that  when  the  work  of  religion  went 
on  fo  brilkly  throughout  the  whole  country,  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  this  place  (Newcaftle),  as  it 
was  convenient  for  the  monaftic  life,  on  account  of 
its  retirement,  fo  it  was  no  lefs  eligible  on  account 
of  its  ftrength  and  fortifications.  Cotemporary  hif- 
torians  fpeak  with  enthufiafm  of  the  numbers,  fanc- 
tity,  and  devotion  of  the  monk^  who  inhabited  New- 
caftle and  Gateihead ;  and  on  thefe  accounts,  it 
became  fo  famous  as  to  change  its  name  to  Monk^ 
chefter.  Indeed,  the  prodigious  number  of  the  re- 
mains of  monafteries,  and  other  religious  edifices,  to 
be  found  at  this  day  in  the  town,  feems  to  juftify 
the  conjedure  of  Bourne,  that  it  was  firom  this  it 
had,  for  feveral  centuries,  the  name  of  Mpnkchefter. 
Very  trivial  and  accidental  circumftances  have  given 
rife  to  great  events,  and,  not  feldom,  to  the  names 
of  countries  and  cities. 

Hiftory,  however,  informs  us,  that  this  place  re- 
tained the  name  of  Monkchefter  till  the  building  of 
the  caftle,  when  it  again  got  another  appellation, 
wz.  Newcaftle,  which  it  retains  to  this  day. 

The 
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The  occaflon  of  building  this  once  ftrong  caftle, 
and  the  circumjacent  fortifications,  is  variouily  ac-- 
counted  for.  All,  who  have  treated  of  the  hiftory 
of  this  celebrated  town,  agree,  that  the  caftle  was 
built  in  the  reign,  and  by  one  of  the  family,  of  Wil« 
liam  the  Conqueror.  As  that  fierce  and  intrepid 
prince  had  obtained  the  crown  of  England  by  inva- 
ding the  country,  and  overthrowing  Harold  in  the 
terrible  battle  of  Haftings,  where  that  unfortunate 
prince  was  killed  by  an  arrow,  which  transfixed  his 
brain,  it  was  alfo  his  cruel  policy  to  retain  his 
conquefts  by  violence  and  oppreilion.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  not  only  kept  a  ftanding  force,  confifting  of 
fixty  thoufand  men  at  arms,  and  other  numerous  bo- 
dies of  infantry,  but  filled  the  whole  kingdom  with 
forts  and  caftles,  which  he  kept  ftrongly  g^rriibned. 
Frequent  were  the  revolts  of  the  opprefied  and  de- 
graded Angles,  or  Englifh ;  but  ^ways  unfuccelsful. 
In  one  of  thefe  infurrediops,  of  which  the  duke  of 
Northumberland  was  the  chief,  the  (tandard  of  re- 
bellion waved  upon  the  walls  of  the  caftle  of  Prud^ 
hoe,  about  ten  miles  above  Monkchefter.  WilHana 
fent  his  fon  Rufus,  with  an  army,  to  cruih  the  rebeU 
lion  ;  but  the  rainy  feafon  fetting  in,  he  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  defer  befieging  that  fortrefs,  which 
was  very  flrong,  till  the  enfuing  fpring ;  and,  winr 
tering  his  troops  in  Monkchefter,  in  order  to  keep 
them  employed,  fet  about  building  the  caftle,  fay<r 
ing,  "  if  we  cannot  take  the  old*  we  will,  at  leaft, 
build  a  nnv  caftle  ;**  from  whence  the  town  is  fai4 
to  have  got  its  name. 

Others,  with  more  probability,  account  for  the' 
ere&ing  of  this  vaft  fortrefs  in  a  different  mannen 

They 

•  The  old  caftle  of  Prudhoe. 
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Tbey  tell  us,  that  Malcolm  (furnamed  Can-more;^^ 
from  his  large  bead)  king  of  Scotland,  having  in- 
vaded Northumberland  with  a  powerful  army,  lard 
walle  the  whole  country  to  the  banks  of  the  river 
Tyne.  At  this  time  William  was  in  Normandy^ 
along  with  his  fon  Robert,  quelling  feme  rebellion  in 
that  part  of  his  paternal  dominions.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival in  England,  being  apprifed  of  Malcolm's  inva- 
fion,  he  immediately  fent  that  prince  with  a  power- 
ful army  againft  the  Scottifti  chief.  Urtable,  or  un-^ 
willing  to  cope  with  Robert,  who  led  a  well-appointed 
army,  Malcolm  retreated  towards  his  own  country. 
Robert's  inrtruftions  limiting  his  duty  only  to  drive 
back  the  invaders^  and  not  to  retaliate,  he  fet  about 
building  this  mighty  place  of  ftrength,  with  the  de  - 
iign,  not  only  to  be  a  powerful  barrier  againft  the 
incurfions  of  the  warlike  Scots,  but  alfo  a  place  of 
arms  for  fecurity  againft  any  infoiTedlion  that  might 
happen  among  the  inhabitants  in  the  north. 

The  ancient Chroniele  of  Mailrofs  fays,  •*  that  the 
Conqueror  fent  his  fon  Robert  into  Scotland  againft 
Malcolm,  in  the  year  1080,  who  having  done  no- 
thing worth  notice,  upon  his  return,  built  iSTirw-caf- 
tie.'*  Hence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  caflle  was 
founded  the  fame  feafon,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  year.  Dugdale's  Monafticon  Irkewife  informs  us^ 
that  king  William  (the  Conqueror)  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1080,  fent  his  fon  Robert  into  Scotland 
againft  Malcolm;  but,  having  marched  as  far  as 
Eggleft)reth,  he  returned,  (havmg  done  no  exploit) 
and  built  the  new  caftle  upon  the  rrver  Tyne.  Such 
is  the  fubflance  of  thefe  refpeftable  authorities,  as  to 
the  occafion  of  building  the  caftle,  and,  in  confe- 

quence, 

*  Derived  from  the  Gaelic,  Ccann^  head,  and  mor^  large. 
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quence,  changing  the  name  of  the  place  from  Monk^ 
cbtfter  to  that  of  Newcajile. 

William,  on  this  occafion,  fhewed  a  moderation 
not  ufual  in  his  political  condudt ;  for  although  he 
had  been  at  vaft  expence  in  building  this  fortrefe,  he 
was  fo  far  from  levying  it  upon  the  town's  people, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  encreafed  and  enlarged 
their  liberties  and  privileges. 

From  that  period,  Newcaftle  rapidly  encreafed  in 
population,  trade,  and  wealth ;  whild  William,  and 
fucceeding  kings,  conferred  upon  it  many  privileges 
and  immunities ;  building,  both  for  ufe  and  orna« 
ment,  walls,  monafteries,  churches,  and  bridges;  of 
which,  with  what  other  public  buildings  have  fincc 
been  crefted,  we  intend  to  prefent  our  readers  with 
a  circumftantial  detail,  in  tlieir  order. 

THE  WALLS. 

The  wars  and  tumults,  which  in  early  times  pre- 
vailed in  this  ifland,  made  it  neceifary  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  aid  of  walls,  gates,  and  bars,  not  only 
for  the  protei^on  of  cities  and  towns,  but  almofl  of 
every  private  building  of  any  confequence.  The  ifland 
being  unhappily  divided  into  two  diilini^  indepen* 
dent  kingdoms,  by  the  river  Tweed  towards  the  eatl, 
and  by  an  imaginary  line  in  the  weftern  part,  jea- 
loufy,  interfering  interefts,  national  pride,  and  am« 
bition,  often  were  the  caufes  of  fierce  and  bloody 
battles  between  the  two  rival  nations.  The  open 
country  was  foon  over-run,  while  villages  and  un- 
walled  towns  fell  an  eafy  prey.  Newcaftle,  by  its 
trade  and  encreafing  commercial  confequence,  being 
iitaated  near  the  northern  borders  of  the  kingdom,  it 

was 
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was  judged  a  part  of  political  wirdom  to  make  it  a 
powerful  barrier  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Scots, 
a  formidable  enemy  that  the  Engliih  had  long  to 
contend  with. 

At  fo  early  a  period,  therefore,  as  in  the  reign  of 
William  Rufus,  Hardying,  in  his  Chronicle,  informs 
us,  that  Newcallle  upon  Tyne  was  inclofed  with  a 
walL  It  was  built  of  ftone,  of  great  heighth  and 
thicknefs,  and  for  many  ages  was  undoubtedly  of 
great  ftrength.  As  d  proof  of  this,  we  have  only  to 
obferve,  that,  although  the  northern  counties  were 
often  invaded,  and  even  over-run,  by  the  Scots,  yet 
they  were  feldom  able,  during  the  courfe  of  a  cen- 
tury, to  make  themfelves  matters  of  Newcaftle.  It 
had  icveral  gates,  wonderfully  ftrong  and  maffive ; 
and  was  ilrengthened  with  towers  and  fquare  turrets, 
which  we  will  notice  in  their  order.  The  wall  was 
furrounded  by  a  fofs  or  ditch  on  the  land  fide,  which 
in  fome  places  is  ftill  vifible,  as  on  the  outfide  of  the 
wall  that  furrounds  the  Carliol  Croft ;  but  in  moft 
places  it  is  at  prefent  level  with  the  adjoining  ground. 
The  fpace,  however,  which  it  occupied,  is  ftill  called 
the  "  King^s  Dykes^  It  appears  to  have  been  uni- 
formly twenty-two  feet,  or  a  chain,  in  width.  It 
is  claimed  as  the  property  of  the  corporation,  to 
whom  every  wafte  within  their  jurifdidion  devolves, 
by  the  authority  of  their  charter. 

King  John,  who  refided  frequently  in  Newcaftle, 
was  a  great  benefaftor  to  it,  as  he  not  only  affifted 
the  townfmen  to  ftrengthen  their  walls,  but  gave 
them  charters  for  working  coal,  and  for  other  articles 
of  commerce.  In  the  year  1299,  during  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  a  grant  was  obtained  from  that  prince, 
to  unite  Pampedon,  or  Pandon,  with  Newcaftle. 

King 
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King  Edward  111.  granted  the  cuftom  of  goods 
fold  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  for  feven  years,  to  coa- 
iribute  towards  the  reparation  of  the  walls.  The 
fame  king  alfo  repaired  them  during  his  refidence 
here,  anno  1334. 

In  the  feveral  fubfequent  reigns,  grants  for  repair- 
ing the  walls  were  obtained. 

On  the  1 7th  of  November,  1761,  the  corporation 
of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  having  ftated  in  a  petition 
10  government,  that  that  part  of  the  town  wall, 
uhich  extended  from  the  Sand-hill  to  Sandgate,  was 
no  longer  neceflary,  nor  of  any  ufe  for  defence,  but 
a  great  obftrudion  to  carriages,  and  hindrance  to  the 
difpatcb  of  bulinefs,  obtained  an  order  of  the  privy-- 
council  to  remove  it,  but  at  their  own  coft. 

TOWERS  ANB  GATES. 

When  the  walls  had  been  completed,  the  town 
was  divided  into  twenty-four  wards,  according  to  the 
number  of  gates  and  round  towers  in  them,  which 
were  wont  to  be  defended,  in  times  of  hoftility,  by 
their  particular  warders.  The  names  of  the  towers 
were— 

1.  Qofe  Gate.  14,  -New  Gate. 

2.  White  Friar  Tower.  15.  Bcrtram-Mowbouchcr 
3*  Dentoo,  or  Neva  Tower.  Tower. 

4-  Weft  Spttal  Tower.  16.  Picket  Tower. 

5*  Sunk  Tower.  17.  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate. 

6.  Gunner  Tower.  18.  Carliol  Tower. 

7'  Pink  Tower.  19.  Plummer  Tower. 

B.  Weft  Gate.  20.  Auftin  Tower. 

9-  Dmham  Tower.  21.  Comer  Tower. 

10*  Hetber  Tower.  22.  Pandon  Gate, 

ii.  Morden  Tower.  23.  WaII:Knoll  Tower, 

n.  Ever  Tower.  24.  Habkin  Tower. 
y«  Andrew  Tower. 


At 
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At  this  period,  fo  yeiMie  from  the  time  of  the 
faoilding  tl^fe  towers,  aod  when  fotne  of  them  have 
decayed  through  age,  and  others  conirerted  to  places 
of  public  meetings  for  the  different  companies  of 
freemen,  it  is  unneceflkry,  and  unentertaining,  to 
give  detailed  accounts  refpeAing  them.  We  fhali 
only  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable. 

There  was  a  turret,  or  tower,  fifty*two  yards  to 
the  fouth  of  the  Ck>fe  Gate,  adjoimng  to  the  river 
f  yne.  The  Clofe  Gate,  after  the  fall  of  the  brUge, 
in  1 77 1,  was  convened  into  a  temporary  prifon,  but 
was  htely  taken  down,  by  which  the  ftreet  is  much 
more  commodious  for  the  paflage  of  large  waggons, 
and  other  carriages,  though  yet  far  too  narrow. 

From  the  Cbfe  Gate,  there  are  one  hundred  and 
forty  fteps,  on  the  top  of  the  wall,  as  it  afcends  a 
very  deep  hitt  to  Whrte-Friar  Tower,  at  the  diftance 
of  fixty-nine  yards.  The  common  name  of  thcfe 
is  Break-neck  Stairs^  and  is  of  very  obvious  etymo- 

fegy. 

White-Friar  Tower  had  its  name  from  its  vicinity 
to  the  houfe  of  the  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars.  The 
fraternity  of  mafons  had  their  hall  in  the  upper 
apartment  of  this  tower ;  in  the  lower  one  was  the 
meeiing*houfe  of  bricklayers  and  meters.  From 
the  White-Friar  Tower  to  the  Poftem  Gate  ia  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  yards. 

It  is  ftippofed  by  Bourne,  that  it  was  from  this 
gate,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL  that  three  hundred 
valiant  townfmei^  fallied  forth  fuddenly,  in  the  night, 
upon  a  great  army  of  Scots,  who  then  1^  encamped, 
befieging  the  town,  put  them  to  flight,  and  took 
earl  Murray  prifoner  in  his  tent. 

Next    I 
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Next  foUows  Spital  Tower,  from  its  vicinity  to 
Weft  Spital,  fuppofed  by  Bourne  to  have  been  built 
hy  die  maAer  and  brethren  of  that  hofpital,  for  their 
protedion. 

Then  we  fucceffively  come  to  Stank  Tower«  Gun* 
ner  Tower,  aad  Pink  Toirer,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Weft  Gate*  The  three  firft  having  nothing  remark** 
able  to  recommend  them  to  attention,  we  ihoU  omit 
fbrdier  noCice  of  them. 

Weft  Gate  is  ftiU  one  of  thofe  ftrong  entrances 
duoagh  the  town  wall.  It  bad  been,  in  former 
tifloet,  {beared  with  maifive  gates,  of  oak  beams,  and 
ino  dooiB.  Through  this  lay  the  track  of  the  Ro- 
nan  wall»  This  gate  confifts  of  four  wards,  and  is 
bid  to  have  beea  built  by  Roger  de  Thornton,^^  a 
merchant,  who,  from  veiy  fmall  beginnings,  became 
equally  diikinguiihed  for  his  wealth  and  munifi* 
ceoce.  This  plaoe  was  formerly  a  prUoa  for  unruly 
appreatices,  aad  is  at  pnefent  the  hall  of  the  houle- 
carpenters.  In  the  year  1782,  a  foot- way  was  opened 
00  the  north  fide  of  this  gate. 

The  hiftoriaa  Leland  calls  this  gate  '*  a  mighty 
ftiQQg  things  of  lour  wards,  and  an  iron  gtUe^ 

The  next  on  the  walls,  from  the  Weft  Gate,  is 
Durham  Tower,  and  the  diftance  between  them 
laeaiures  one  hundred  and  one  yards. 

That  next  in  order   is  Herber    Tower;    from 

thence  to  Morden  Tower  is  one  hundred  and  fifteen 

ywb.    This,  in  the  year  lyoQ*  was  fitted  up  as  a 

F  %  meeting- 

■  ■  j  I  I   I*         ■  '        ■  ■ *  ' 

*  The  httU  wits  of  thofe  times,  envying  his  good  fortune, 
pleafed  the  lefs  opulent,  or  probably  lefs  induftrious  neighbours 
of  Mr.  Tbormon*  with  the  following  farcaftic  diftich  :— 

•*  At  the  WcH  Gate  came  Thornton  in, 

'  With  a  bapi  and  a  halfpenny,  and  a  lamb-ikln." 
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meeting-houfe,  or  hall,  for  the  glaziers,  plumbers, 
pewterers,  and  painters. 

.    We  then  come  to  Ever  Tower,  and  the  interven- 
ing diftance  is  ninety-nine  yards. 

The  next  on  the  walls  is  Andrew  Tower,  and  the 
diftance  from  Ever  Tower  is  one  hundred  yards.  It 
probably  derived  its  name  from  its  vicinity  to  St. 
Andrew's  church. 

The  next  tower  was  built  over  New-yate,  or  New* 
gate.  This  has  been  one  of  the  principal  paflkges 
through  the  walls,  and  in  confequence  ftrongly  for- 
tified. It  probably  derived  the  name  of  New-gate 
from  its  being  built  on  the  fite  of  an  old  one,  which 
appears  to  have  been  called  Berwick^gate.  There 
is  fome  rude  fculpture  on  the  north  fide  of  the  gate ; 
there  are  alfo  three  ancient  ihields  of  arms, — St. 
George's  crofs«— arms  of  England,  with  the  fleurs  de 
lis  femee-^and  the  Newcaftle  arms. 

A  French  antiquary^  Troijart^  tells  us,  that  the 
bifliop  of  Durham,  going  with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops 
to  join  the  Englifii  army  then  marching  againft  the 
Scots,  when  a  bloody  battle  was  fought  at  Otterburn, 
liTued  out  of  Newcaftle  at  Berwick- gate,  now  New- 
gate.  This  memorable  battle  was  fought  in  the  year 

1388- 

There  is  a  ftatue  over  the  gate,  in  royal  attire, 
with  a  truncheon  or  fceptre  in  its  hand,  and  a  crown 
upon  its  head ;  it  is  within  a  niche,  or  arch,  of 
Roman  architefture,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
placed  there  in  commemoration  of  James  L  who 
pafled  through  Newcaftle  on  his  way  to  London,  at 
his  acceflion  to  the  throne. 

Here  is  the  common  prifon,  which  is  very  ftrong^ : 
the  condemned  hold  is  truly  frightful.  The  amia- 
ble 
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ble  philanthropift,  Howard,  difapproves  of  this  prifon, 
both  for  its  fituadon  and.  inconveoience ;  but  ap<.> 
plauds  the  benignity  of  the  late  worthy  Sir  Walter 
Slackett,  out  of  the  rents  of  whofe  ample  eftate  this 
place  of  confinement  is  plentifully  fupplie4  with 
coals.  The  names  of  the  refpeftive  gaolers  are  un- 
interefling ;  fufficient  is  it  to  add,  that  they  have  in 
general  been  men  of  humanity. and  fympathy  to- 
wards thofe  who  were  configned  to  their  care  by 
the  laws. 

Mr.  Brand  obferves,  that  Newgate  feems  to  have 
been  built  before  Newcaftle  was  made  a  county  of 
itfelf,  and  took  cuftody  of  its  own  prifoners,  who,  no 
doubt,  befi^re  that  time,  were  confined  in  the  old 
caille  of  the  town,  in  common  with  other  dclin^ 
quents  of  the  county  of  Nortburftberland.  The  ad- 
ditional wings  or  flanks,  on  each  fide  of  the  fouth 
front  of  this  ftrudure,  appear  to  have  been  ereded 
about  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century  :  the  port«- 
CttUis  of  this  gate  ftill  remains  entire. 

The  common-council  of  Newcaftle,  in  the  year 
1676,  appointed  a  minifter  to  read  prayers  every 
WedneiUay  and  Friday,  and  to  preach  a  fermon.  to 
the  unfortunate  prifoners  there  once  a  month,  grant- 
ing, for  fuch  benevolent  fervices,  an  annual  falary  of 
ten  pounds. 

In  the  year  1765,  a  foot-way  was  opened  into  Sid- 
gate,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Newgate,  through  the  town 
wall,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public ;  the  paflage 
through  Newgate  being,  efpecially  in  winter,  dark, 
dangerous,  and  nafty. 

The  next  place  of  ftrength  to  Newgate  is  Ber- 
tr^m-Mowboucher  Tower;  the  diftance  between 
them  is  ope  hundred  and  twentyrCx  yands.    The 

name 
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name  is  evidently  derived  from  Bertram  Mowbou- 
cher,  who  was  repeatedly  high  iheriff*  of  Northttm>- 
berland.  The  names  of  public  benefiiAorg  are  juftly 
perpetuated,  and  defervedly  and  gratefully  remem- 
bered. 

The  next  is  Ficlcet  Tower,  and  meafiires,  firom 
the  laft  mentioned,  one  hundred  and  thirty^two 
yards.  This  tower  has  nothing  remarkable  to  claim 
oar  7u>tice. 

The  next  worthy  of  mention  is  Pilgrim-ftrect 
Gate,  and  the  diftance  from  Picket  Tower  is  137 
y«rd8.  This  being  one  of  the  moft  public  gates  of 
the  town,  towards  the  north,  and  from  whence  the 
greateft  danger  generally  came,  was,  accordingly, 
ftrongly  fortified.  As  dividing  one  of  the  moft  fpa- 
cious  and  longeft  ftreets  of  Newcaftle,  the  view  of 
this  gate  has  an  unpleafing  eflfeft,  for  as  trade  and 
bufinefs  inoreafed,  large  carriages,  waggons,  &c.  find 
it  very  difficult  to  pafs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ftreet,  fome  years  fince,  petitioned 
the  town-council  for  liberty  to  pull  down  the  gate, 
which,  it  feems,  was  refufed.  siince  then  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Pilgrim  and  Northumberland  ftreets  have 
been  applied  to  by  the  magiftrates  to  remove  the 
feme  gate,  and  defray  the  expence,  but  they,  on 
their  part,  refufed  to  comply  with  thefe  propofals. 
h  was  called,  fays  Bourne,  Pil^rim^Jlreet^  from  the 
great  number  of  pilgrims,  who,  in  the  days  of  fuper- 
ftition,  lodged  in  this  ftreet,  coming  from  every  part 
of  the  kingdom  to  vifit  the  (hrine  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  at  Jefmond.  Over  the  gate  is  the  hall  of  the 
joiners,  who  repaired  it  in  the  year  \*]i6. 

Next  is  Carliol  Tower.  From  Pilgrim,  ftreet  gate 
to  this  tower  is  one  hundred  and  fifty .feven  yards. 

Three 
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Three  fmalkc  ones  iolervene  between   tbeie  tWQ 
large  towers.    Hexe  is  the  weavers'  halU 

The  next  is  Auftin  Tower.  XUs  waa  built  hy 
the  friars  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  the  order  went  bj 
that  name.  It  feems  to  have  been  erected  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  The  hall  is  the  meeting,  houfe 
of  the  mafons'  fociety.  From  Carliol  Tower  to  Auf» 
tin  Tower  is  one  hundred  and  fifty^feven  yards. 

The  next  is  Corner  Tower.  The  diftancc  from 
AirfUn  Tower  to  Corner  Tower  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty*two  yards.  From  this  lad  to  Pandon  Gate  is 
ninety-five  yards.  From  Pandon  Gate  to  the  Car- 
penter's, or  Wall  Knoll  Tower,  is  ninety-five  yards. 
This  was  evidently  of  Roman  archite^ure,  as  the 
Romaa  wall  ran  croTs  here,  by  the  Low- bridge,  St* 
Nicholas'  church-yard,  ajod  through  Wcfigate,  &.c« 
as  has  been  already  obferved. 

From  Carpenter's  Tower  to  Sand-Gate  is  the  di(l 
tance  of  two  hundred  and  tbirty-two  yards.  It  was 
at  this  gs^te  that  the  eaft  end  of  a  ftrong  wall,  which 
ran  parallel  with  the  river  Tync,  joined  to  Sandgate, 
and  formed  an  angle.  That  gate  was  taken  down 
ia  th^  year  17989  by  order  of  the  magifixates,  to 
widen  the  flrect,  which^  on  account  of  the  vail 
number  of  carriages,  was  exceedingly  inconvenient 
and  dangerous  to  foot  paffenigera.  The  wall  along 
the  Qui^fide  had  many  gates,  oppofite  to  the  feveral 
chares,  or  hunes,  leading  into  the  towov  Thefe  gates 
were  vewy  ftrtwig,  and  wer£  all  ihut  every  night,  ex* 
ceptiag  two,  which  were  left  open  for  feamen,  keeU 
SKn,  &c*  and  tbefe  were  well  guarded. 

It  wa$  obferved  by  Mr  Mllbaiik,  in  the  MSS  which 
be  left,  that  between  eacbof  thefe  large  tow^ars  there 
ware  generally  two  lefier  ones^  of  a  iquare  form,  with 

the 
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the  effigies  of  men  cut  in  ftone  upon  their  tops,  as 
in  a  watching  pofture,  and  they  were  called  Garret f^ 
having  fquare  holes,  or  apertures,  through  which 
to  difcharge  arrows,  ftones,  and  other  miffiles,  at  a 
befieging  enemy. 

Such  is  a  general  account  of  the  once  famous 
walls,  inclofing  the  town  and  county  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  being  about  two  miles  in  length.  Le- 
land,  in  his  Itinerary,  fays,  they  were  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  magnificent  of  almoft  any  in  Europe.  This 
is  poffibly  faying  too  much  ;  but,  from  what  remains 
of  them  any  way  entire,  they  muft  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly ftrong,  and  perfeftly  capable  of  fetting  at 
defiance  any  enemy,  before  the  invention  of  artil- 
lery* They  were  at  once  the  ornament  and  fecurity 
of  the  town.  The  eye  of  the  antiquary  furveya  them 
with  complacency  :  the  architedl  applauds  the  maf- 
five  ftones,  compaft  cement,  iron  cramps,  folid  and 
ftrong  gates,  portcuUifes  of  iron,  &c.  that  have  once 
compofed  this  mighty  barrier.  Curiofity  views  the 
majeftic  ruins  with  delight,  whilft  the  delicate  vale* 
tudinary,  panting  for  breath,  reprobates  them,  as 
obftruding  the  more  free  circulation  of  the  ambient 
air.  The  man  of  biifinefs  wiihes  them  level  with  the 
ground,  as  hindering  the  pafiage  of  his  waggons, 
tranfporting  valuable  bales  of  goods  from  one  part  of 
the  ifland  to  another.  But,  fome  centuries  ago,  had 
they  then  lived  within  their  bounds,  had  they  feen 
the  adjacent  fields  gleaming  with  hoftile  arms,  while 
mafles'  of  ftone,  arrows,  and  other  weapons  of  de« 
ftrudion,  in  vain  were  burled  at  their  gates,  and  th^ 
daring  invaders  repelled  by  the  courage  and  refoliit- 
tion  of  the  wardours  of  the  refpedive  towers ;  they 
would  have  viewed  thefc  noble  eflforts  of  patriotic 

art 
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art  and  induftry,  with  fentiments  very  contrary  to 
thofc  of  indificrence,  or  of  contempt.     But^  alas! 
fince  the  invention  of  artillery,  the  falhion  of  the 
fight  (as  the  poet  fays)  has  altered  the  whole  theory 
of  war :   and  thefe  once  mighty  walls,  which  two 
hundred  thoufand  befieging  warriors  could  not  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  in  the  courfe  of  many  months, 
half  a  dozen  battering  cannon,  of  thirty-two  pound 
(hot,  would  drive  toduft  in  ^  few  hours.    The  ufe, 
therefore,  of  fortifying  towns  and  cities  with  done 
walls,  is  now,  in  general,  unavailing.     Scarcely  any 
fortification  on  earth  is  impregnable,  if  we  e%cept 
Malta,  which  engineers  aflbre  us  is  completely  fo* 
That  the  gentlemen,  who  at  prefent  direA  the  affairt 
of  the  corporation,  judge  the  exiftence  of  the  town 
walls  to  be  no  longer  neceflary,  appears  evident,  as 
from  time^^o  time  they  are  ftill  diminifliing  them. 
Now  a  gate  is  pulled  down,  then  the  wall  perforated 
by  Ibme  new  paflkge.    At  this  moment  workmen 
are  bufy  in  flriking  through  a  large  paflage  for  car* 
riages,  half  way  between  the  Carpenter's  Tower  and 
where  Pandon  Gate  once  ftood.     Such  changes  are 
incident  to  all  human  affairs!  Omnia  mutantur^  et 
nos  mutamur  cum  illis!   All  things  change,  and  we 
are  changed  with  them! 

HOUSES. 

In  the  year  1781,  by  the  window-cefs  books,  it 
appears,  that  there  were,  in  the  four  pariflies  of 
Newcaftle,  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  houfes ;  but  it  is  to  be  confidered,-  that  agreat 
many  of  thefe  were  marked  as  '*  poor,'*  pnd  were 
tKH  taken  into  this  general  account. 

G  St. 


All  Saintf  porifli 
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Hfmfa* 
Sc  Nicholas'  parifh         .       -       -      •      »       444 
'Sandgate  quarter     -    495 
Pilgrim-fireet  quarter    3 1 2 
Pandon  quarter     -     202 
,  SandJiill  quarter    -     x  37—- 
Total  of  All  Saints      *    -    1x46 

St«  John's  parifh  (within  the  gates)      •       «.      -i     433 

St.  Andrew's  parifh       ----.•-    .366 

Total  of  the  four  parifhes        2  389 

If  this  account  was  accurate,  we  may  warrantably 
fay,  that  by  the  numerous  buildings,  all  around  the 
town,  the  number  of  houfes  is  vaftly  encreafed  ia 
thefe  twenty  years  pafl» 

POPULATION. 

In  confequence  of  an  adt  of  parliament  pafTed  ia 
the  feflion  of  180 1,  for  taking  an  exa&  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  the  following 
returns  have  been  made  for  Newcaftle  and  Gatef- 
head: 

ST.  NICHOLAS'  PARISH. 

Inhabited  houfes        501— -occupied  by  1074  families. 
Uninhabited  houfes     44 

Total     -     -     -    545 


Males      -      -       2312 
Females      -     •      3581 

Total     -     -     •    4803 


Employed  in  trade  1037,  in  hufban- 
drjr  3,  independent  of  trade  8. 
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PARISH  OF  ALL   SAINTS. 

iBhabited  hooib       1577— Occupied  by  3795  families. 
UiuiifaalHtcd  houfcs     CS 


Total    .      .      .      1643 

Males     •     r     *     ^319 
Females    -    •    •    8077 


Of  which  number  18  are  employed 
in  agriculture,  2995  in  tradcf  and 
56  are  independ^t  of  trade. 


Total    ..    -    -     14,396, 

ST,  John's  parish. 

Inhabited  hoofes        619— Occupied  by  798  families. 
Uninhabited  hoqfes      1 1 

Total      •     *     -      630 


Males    •     «      •     1037" 
Females     t-      •      2598 


Of  tfaefie,  15  are  employed  in  huf- 
bandry,  and  9  are  independent  ot 
trade. 


Total     ^     -     •     4635, 

ST.  Andrew's  parish. 

lahabited  hoofts        446-eOccupied  by  998  families. 
Piwihabitcd  honfes     12 


Total     •     -      .      458 

M>ks     -pp.     1771*^ 
Females     •      -      ;;689  , 


Of  theft,  847  are  engaged  in  trade, 

36  in  agriculture,   and  36  inde- 

Total     .     .     .     4460J      pendent  of  trade. 

So  that,  according  to  thefe  returns,  the  prefent 
population  amounts  only  to  the  following  numbers ; 

All  Saints    •    .    •    .    •  14,396 

St.  Nicholas'    ....  4,803 

St.  John's 4,63^ 

St.  Andrew's     ....  4,460 

Total 28,294 

GjZ  PARISH 
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PARISH  OF   GAT£SH£AD, 
ilfflUOllfO   TBM  PSltf    OJt  COMMOH, 

Inhabited  houfes       i037-*-Occupied  bj  2099  f^unilies. 
Uninhabited  houfes      64 

Total     -     •     •      iioi  ... 


Males    .     ^      -     3974 

Femakt     *      •     4623 

Total     .     -     .     8597 


Employed  in  agriculture  909  aad  in 
trade  1679. 


TOTAL  POPULATION". 

Newcaftle    •    •    •    .    .    28,294 
Gatefhead    .    •    .    •    «      8,597 

The  above  returns  of  the  population  of  Newcaftle 
and  Gatefhead  have  elicited  univerfal  furprife,  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  upwards  of  forty  years  ago, 
being  reckoned  at  fifty  thouiand;  and  it  is  well 
known  the  town  has  encreafed  in  buildings,  both 
iifeful  and  ornamental,  above  one-third  within  the 
laft  twenty  years. 

It  is  therefore  manifeft,  that  there  muft  have  been 
ibme  great  miftake  either  in  the  former  calculations, 
or  in  the  recent  ones.  No  blame,  we  are  certain, 
can  attach  to  the  refpedable  gentlemen  employed 
in  making  the  enumeration :  they  could  have  no 
motive  in  deceiving  the  legiflature  refpeding  the 
real  population.  It^  then,  there  is  an  error  in  the 
grofs  return,  wc  are  inclined  to  believe  it  originated 
with  the  people  themfelves;  for,  as  the  bufile  of 
bufinefs  in  Newcaftle  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
inhabitants  to  attend  much  to  ads  of  parUament, 
and  the  lower  clafs  being  unacquainted  with  the  real 
intention  in  making  this  general  furvey,  a  confider- 

able 
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tbk  part  of  them  erroneoufly  imagined  that  it  was 
to  be  followed  up  by  a  capitation-tax !  Imprefled  with 
this  frightful  idea,  very  many  perfons  are  fuppofed 
to  haye  given  returns  of  at  leail  one- third  lefs  than 
the  a&ual  number.  Added  to  this,  inmates,  traveU 
len,  foldiers,  and  vaft  numbers  of  fea-faring  men, 
were  generally  omitted. 

Another  argument,  which  ftrongly  tends  to  prove 
the  inaccuracy  of  the  recent  enumeration,  is,  that 
Newcaftle  has  for  many  years  paft  ranked  as  the 
third  or  fourth  town  in  England,  both  for  wealth  and 
commercial  importance,  and  of  courfe  for  popula- 
tion. Befides,  fuch  has  been  the  influ)c  of  people 
from  the  interior,  in  thefe  times  of  preffure,  that  it 
is  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  dwelling-houfes  can  be 
obtained,  even  at  very  advanced  rents. 

Thefe  obfervations,  we  prefume,  may  juflify  the 
former  calculations  of  the  population  at  fifty  thou«^ 
fimd  to  have  been  founded  in  truth ;  and,  for  the 
above  leafons,  we  may  venture  to  ftate  the  real 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  with  the 
populous  borough  of  Gateihead,  to  be  pear  fixtv 
tboo&nd. 

Dr.  Hutton  fays,  that  this  great  number  of  people 
is  fupplied  with  all  kinds  of  provifions  from  the  very 
plentiful  markets  of  the  town ;  here  being  ufed  an- 
nually, in  his  time,  above  5,000'  beeves,  or  oxen  and 
cows,  10,000  calves,  143,000  iheep  and  lambs,  with 
fwine,  fifli,  poultry,  eggs,  butter,  hams,  bacon,  &C4 
from  the  neighbouring  counties  in  prodigious  abun- 
dance. The  market  days  for  com  are  Tuefday  and 
Saturday.    See  Bis  Survey  of  Newcastle. 

STREETSi 
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STREETS,  &c. 

From  the  local  iituation  of  Newcaflle,  tbe  oM 
flreets  and  alleys  feem  to  have  been  very  irregular .; 
tbofe  of  a  more  modern  date  are  a  little  better 
planned^  paved,  and  executed. 

QUAY,  OR  KEY-SIDE. 

The  wall  that  was  here  being  taken  down,  the 
quay»  in  confequence,  has  been  fo  enlarged  and  iai-* 
proved  as  to  become  one  of  the  largeft,  longeil,  and 
mod  commodious  wharfs  in  the  kingdom.  It  mea- 
fures,  fays  Bourne,  103  rods ;  yet  fo  prodigious  has 
the  (hipping  of  the  i)ort  of  Newcaftle  encreafed  of 
late  years,  from  almoft  all  nations,  particularly  the 
northern,  that,  exteniive  a$  it  is,  it  is  found  often 
infufBcient^  and  the  veflels  can  only  come  to  the 
Quayfide  to  unload  in  their  turns.  A  fcheme  has 
lately  been  handed  about,  to  make  it  ftill  more 
commodious,  by  ordering  all  the  wherries  to  unload 
Above  the  bridge,  making  a  quay  from  the  Skinner- 
bourn  foundery  to  the  Lead  Stairs,  to  include  two 
arches  of  the  bridge,  and  to  have  the  dweUing^houfes 
there  converted  into  warehoufes.  The  above  plan 
would  be  more  efpecially  neceflary,  Ihould  a  canal 
from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  fea  ever  be  cut*  The  names 
of  the  chares  leading  from  this  place  to  the  Butcher 
Bank,  Fandon,  ^c,  are  familiar  enough  to  the  inha* 
bitants;  aiid  it  would  afford  fmall  gratification  to 
others  to  be  told  that  one  is  called  Broad  Chare,  ano- 
ther Grindon  Chare,  another  Peppercorn  Chare,  &c. 
They  are  twenty-one  in  number;  but,  although 

their 
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their  appearance  has  little  to  recommend  them,  yet 
there  are  abundance  of  ftorehoufes  and  lofts  for  com, 
and  indeed  for  valuable  commodities  of  every  kind. 
The  weft  end  joins  the  bridge,  and  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  quay  is  the  ciiftom-houfe,  a  (lately  build- 
ing, which  fhall  be  defcribcd  in  its  proper  place. 

SAND-HILL. 

This  part  of  the  town,  the  fcene  of  fo  much  bufi- 
neis,  derives  its  name,  we  are  told,  from  its  being  a 
bill  of  naked  fand^  where  the  inhabitants  ufed  to  a& 
femble  for  recreation.  We  are  alfo  informed,  that 
at  high  water  the  tide  ufed  to  carry  fmall  veiTels  up 
part  of  the  Side  to  the  foot  of  the  Dean,  (now  Dean- 
ftieet)  over  which  the  Roman  wall  paffed,  by  the 
Low  Bridge.  By  this  it  would  appear  that  the  Tyne 
was  broader  and  larger  in  former  times  than  it  is  now. 
Nor  is  this  at  all  improbable.  We  all  know  that  the 
whole  iiland  was  aimoil  covered  with  wood,  when 
the  Romans  firil  invaded  Britain.  Fhilofophers 
tell  us,  that  trees  and  forefts  are  powerful  alembics, 
and  that  their  foliage  firongly  attracts  the  moifture. 
in  the  clouds,  which,  diftilling  on  the  ground,  forms 
riDs,  rivulets,  and  flowing  inceflantly  into  rivers, 
greatly  encreafes  their  quantity  of  water.  We  are 
told,  that  fince  the  cutting  down  of  the  huge  fore(|s 
of  America,  and  clearing  the  grounds,  on  the  banks 
of  their  large  rivers,  the  waters  are  conftantly  de- 
creafing,  in  proportion  as  thefe  natural  alembics  are 
removed.  This  may  have  been  the  cafe  with  the 
river  Tyne.  However,  tjie  Sand-hiU  has  fuflfered  a 
happy  transformation,  as  from  a  hill  of  barren  fea 
Hold,  it  has  become  the  great  market-place  of  New- 

caftle, 
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caftle,  furrounded  with  rich  and  fpacious  ihops«  a- 
l)ounding  with  every  kind  of  valuable  and  ufefui 
merchandize. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Sand- hill  ftood  the  hofpital 
called  Mai/on  de  Dieu^  or  Houfe  of  God.  Here  were 
maintained  a  warden^  being  a  prieft,  nine  poor  men^ 
brethren,  and  four  poor  women,  fillers.  This  an- 
cient edifice  was  founded  about  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  The  celebrated  Roger 
de  Thornton,  the  munificent  benefador  of  NewcaC- 
tle,  and  its  reprefentative  ui  Parliament,  was  the 
founder  of  this  charitable  inftitution.  The  houfe 
was  dedicated  to  St.  Catharine. 

A  royal  licence  was  obtained  from  king  Henry  IV# 
dated  February  12th,  1403,  to  enable  Roger  de 
Thornton,  burgefs  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  to  alien 
in  mortmain,  to  the  mayor,  fheriflf,  aldermen^  and 
commonalty  of  that  town,  a  piece  of  ground,  one 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  twenty *four  in  breadth, 
within  faid  town,  wherein  certain  poor  perfons  were 
to  be  provided  with  meat  and  clothing,  in  a  "  Houfe 
of  God,"  to  be  built  by  the  faid  Thornton ;  and 
where  they  fhould  pray  daily  for  the  health  of  the 
faid  mayor,  (heriff,  &c. ;  as  alfo  for  that  of  the  foun- 
der, while  he  lived;  and,  after  their  refpedivc 
deaths,  for  their  fouls,  and  the  fouls  of  the  father 
and  mother  of  the  founder,  and  thofe  of  all  the  be« 
nefadors  of  that  intended  hofpital. 

By  the  name  of  the  warden,  brethren,  and  fitters 
of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Catharine,  called  Thornton's 
Hofpital,  they  might  plead,  and  be  impleaded,  in  all 
courts,  and  have  a  common  feal.  In  fubfequent 
reigns,  there  were  additional  emoluments  beftowed 
upon  the  Maifon  de  Dieu  of  Thornton,  till  fir  Rich- 

ard 
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wd  Lumlej,  of  Lumlcy  CalUe,  in  the  county  of 
Burhaoi^  knight,  a  defceudant. of  Thorn  ton,  by  tlje 
female  line,  conveyed,  June  the  ifi,  i6z4,  to  the 
mayor  and  burgefles  of  NewcalUe  upon  Tyiie,  and 
tbcir  fuccellbrs,  forever,  all  that  building  of  ftonCt 
covered  with  lead,  (landing  near  to  the  water  of 
Tyrie,  and  to  the  eaft  part  of  th6  chamber  of  the 
fiiid  town  of  Newcaftle,  being  anciently  part  of  and 
belonging  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  .Catharine  the  virgin, 
commonly  called  Thornton's  hofpital.  Thi^  grant  is 
evidently  ihade  after  the  diffolution  of  the  hofpital 
hfdf. 

It  fecmsTJy  Speed's  plan  of  Nevvcaftle,  that  the 
Maifon  de  Dieu  was  the  firft  public  place,  or  build- 
ing, marked  on  the  Sand-hill,  through  which  Lork- 
burn  is  reprefented  as  palling,  on  the  eaft  fide.  It 
has  iince  that  time  beeil  arched  over. 

In  this  place  ftand  the  Exchange  and  Towil-cdurt, 
CJire  public  buiidinjsj  built  between  the  yean  1655 
and  1658.  Bourne  fays,  that  ah  old  town-hbufe 
was  firft  built,  where  the  prefent  one  ftands,  by  the 
Came  powerful  and  benevolent  Roger  Thornton. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Sand-hill,  fronting  the  Ex- 
change, there  was  etefted  a  ftatue  rf  king  James  IT. 
taft  in  copper,  of  the  fizc  of -the  famous  equeftrian 
ftatue  of  ChiLrles  I.  at  Charing-crofs,  London.  In 
the  convolfed  ftate  of  the  nation,  the  inhabitants, 
incenfed  at  the  tyranny  of  James,  pulled  down  his 
ftatue,  and  threw  it  into  the  river,  in  the  year  1688, 
the  celebrated  sera  of  the  reft  oration  of  Britifh  li- 
berty. The  ftatue,  however,  was  faid  t6  be  a  maf- 
tcrly  piece  of  art,  eaft  by  Mr!  William  JLarfon,  and 
aj>prcnred  of  by  Sh*  Chriftopher  Wreii.  It  coft  the 
town  eight  hundred  poundi.     Upon  the.  accellion  of 
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Williatn  prince  of  Orange  to  the  throne  of  Britain, 
when  the  ferment  of  men's  minds  had  fubfided,  the 
magiftrates  ordered  the  ftatue  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
river ;  but  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  replace  it  in  its 
former  fituation,  they  probably  put  it  to  a  better 
ufe,  by  converting  it  into  a  fet  of  bells.  Before  the 
alterations  made  upon  the  Exchange,  a  few  years 
ago,  and  while  the  fteeple  was  (landing*  a  ftatue  of 
Charles  II.  in  Roman  habit  was  placed  in  a  niche 
upon  a  pedeftaly  in  the  front  of  the  Town-houfe. 
On  pulling  down  the  fteeple,  the  ftatue  was  re- 
moved, and  placed  in  the  weft  end  of  the  Exchange, 
in  the  area  where  gentlemen  meet  for  bufinefs  and 
converfation. 

Faffing  the  entrance  to  thq  quay,  where  was  the 
Water-gate,  there  is  now  a  lofty  pile  of  buildings, 
eight  ftories  high,  for  the  purpofe  of  depofiting 
goods  of  different  kinds,  which,  by  means  of  a  power- 
ful crane,  are  eafiiy  either  taken  on  board  the  ftiips 
at  the  quay,  or  conveyed  to  the  wharf.  The  pre- 
fent  warehoufes  were  ereded  in  confequence  of  the 
former  buildings  being,  a  few  years  ago,  nearly  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire. 

Adjoining  to  the  Exchange,    and  clofe  to  the 

bridge,  is  the  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr 

{See  churches,  ^c. 

THE  OLD  BRIDGE. 

it  is  obferved  by  Mr.  Bourne,  that  the  building 
oow  under  confideration  was  of  great  antiquity,  un- 
doubtedly as  old  as  the  times  of  the  Romans.   It  was 
an  invariable  rule  in  the  policy  of  that  people  to 
.  cement  all  the  provinces  of  their  vaJll  empire  by  mo* 

ral 
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ral  and  natural  means.     Hence  it  is,  that  wherever 

their  viAorious  legions  extended  their  dominions, 

there  wc  find  military  ways,  arches,  bridges,  forts, 

and  caftles,  not  only  to  facilitate  the  march  of  their 

troops  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  their  empire,  but  to 

find  ufeful  employment  for  their  foldiers  during  the 

intervals  of  war,  and  to  compenfate  the  natives,  in 

fomc  degree,  for  the  lofs  of  their  liberty.    The  Tyne 

being  a  large  river,  interie<ftiag  the  Roman  province, 

this  political  people  would,  no  doubt«  fecure  a  paf- 

fage  over  that  river,  by  a  bridge,  in  the  conftru^ion 

of  which  clafs  of  arcbitedure  they  were  great  maf- 

ters.      Accordingly,  we  find  (by  the  laudable  re- 

fearches  of  feveral  antiquaries,  as  eminent  for  their 

veracity,  as  for  their  erudition)  this  matter  fettled  to 

a  demonftration.     Dr.  Hunter^  a  great  modern  anti- 

<iuariaii,  affirms,  that  he  had  obferved  a  military 

^«y»  going  off  from  Watling-ftreet,  near  Binchefter  j 

which,  he  fuppofes,  went  to  Chefter-le-flreet,  and 

that  it  ran  on  towards  Newcaftle. 

Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his  Iter  Boreale,  or  Northern 
Journey,  fpeakingof  Gateihead,  fays,  **  the  Roman 
road  here,  which  is  the  true  Herman- ilreet,  coming 
fiom  Suflex,  and  running  down  Gatelhead  Fell,  pafles 
in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  bridge."  Another  Itinerary, 
by  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  traces  *•  the  Roman  mili- 
tary way  from  Catterick,  in  Yorkfliire,  to  Binchefter, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  where  it  branches  out 
into  two  different  itinera,  or  ways, ,  one  of  which 
ftietches  out  towards  Falkirk,  in  Scotland,  by  the 
iray  of  Corbridge,  Ebchefter,  8tc.  while  the  other, 
paffing  through  Chefter-le^ftreet,  terminates  in  the 
BLom^n  wall,  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyue.'* 

H  2  Feqi 
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Pennant,  in  his  tour,  fays :  '*  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  part  of  the  Roman  bridge  remained  there 
(at  Newcaftle)  till  very  lately ;  for,  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  workmen  upon  the  old  piers,  they  feemed 
to  have  been  originally  formed  without  any  fprings* 
for  arches,  which  was  the  riianner  of  building  ufed  by 
the  Romans."  Here  alfo  were  found  coins  and  me- 
dals, of  Trajan  and  feyeral  other  Roman  emperors,  in 
the  innerraoft  parts  of  the  ruins  of  the  old  bridge  ; 
all  which  demonftrate  it  to  have  been  of  Roman 
work.  The  emperor  iElius  Adrianus  fpent  moft  of 
the  years  of  his  reign  in  vifiting,  ornamenting,  and 
fortifying  all  the^  prbvinces  of  the  empire ;  an  J  it 
was  this  prince  who  conneded  the  forts  ereded  liy 
Agricola,'  in  Britain,  by  raifihg  the  great  vallum, 
that  in  this  part  of  the  ifland  extends  nearly  front  fea* 
to  fea/ and' was 'probably  the  firft  who  built  the 
bridge  at  Newcaltle.  *  From  which  circumftance, 
(fays  Mr.  Briand)  the  ftation  it  led  to,  from  the  Ro- 
man road,  was  afterwards  called  Pons  ^lii,  and,  at 
this  day,  PontelancJ,  from  his  own  name  iElius. 

Matthew  t^aris  infoirms  us,  that  in  the  year  1248, 
a- terrible  fire  happened  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  by 
which  the  greatell  part  of  the  town  and  the  bridge 
were' deftroyed,  '    From  this  dreadful  event,   Mr. 
Bourne  tells  us,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  joined  the 
biihop  of  Durham  in  eredling  a  bridge  of  ftone.  that 
4eftroyed  liy  the  fire  having  been  conftruded  of. 
wood.     For  this  purpofe,  a  method  was  fallen  upon, 
very  common  at  that  time,'  vii.  by  felling  ihdul- 
gences  to  all  perfons,'  who  woujd  affift  them,  either 
with  money  or  labour,  to  rebuild  the  bridge.     Ac^ 
cordingly,  numbers,  froni  the  remoteft  parts  in  Scot- 
land to  the  land*s^end,  readily  made  purchafes  of  in- 
"'" '  dulg:ences ; 
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dulgences  ;  by  which,  together  with  nv<nierous  do- 
nations from  the  opulent  and  liberal,  both  in  New- 
caftle  and  other  parts,  the  bridge  was  built  a-frefh. 
It  is  from  this  period,  that  the  biftiops  of  Durham 
were  firft  bound  to  keqp  in  repair  a  third  part  of  the 
bridge  at  Newcaftle. 

The  archbiChop  of  York,  the  bjfliops  of  Dur)iam» 
Caithness,  (in  Scotland),  and  \Vaterford,  (in  Ire- 
land), all  contributed,  in  the  year  1257,  by  the  falei 
of  indulgences,  towards  this  cpmnioii  benefit,  of 
building  Tyne  bridge. 

In  the  year  1339,  part  of  this  bridge  was  carried^ 
away  by  a  fud<ien  inundation,  and  from  a  curious 
firagment  of  parchment,  accidentally  fouqd,  having 
cfcaped  the  deftruftive  fury  of  the  riot  in  1740,  it 
appears,  that  one  hundred  and  twentj^  perfons  were 
diowned  on  this  awful  occafion. ' 

But,  although  the  advantage  and  necefiity  of  this 
bridge  were  obvious  to  all,  we  find  in  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  times  repeated  complaints  of  its  ruinous  and 
dangerous  (late,  and  a  reprefentation  holds  out,  in 
the  year  1370,  that  it  would  take  more  than  a  thou^^ 
land  pounds  to  repair  it. 

In  the  year  1416,  Thomas  Langley,  bifhop  of  Dur- 
ham, recovered  from  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne,  the  third  part  of  this  bridge,  ad- 
joining 10  Gatefhead,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  to- 
gether with  a  tower,  which  that  body  had  built  there- 
upon. 

To  fix  the  proper  boundaries  between  the  counties 
of  Newcaftle  and  Durham,  a  blue  ftone  was  placed, 
vhich  being  carried  away  by  the  flood,  1 771,  in  pav* 
inj;  the  new  bridge,  a  layer  of  larger  ftones  is  laid 

quite 
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quite  acrofs  the  bridge ;  which  fixes  the  boundary  of 
l>Iewcaftle  fouthwards. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  year  1429,  a  reclufc 
appears  to  have  lived  in  a  hermitage  upon  Tync 
bridge ;  and  the  good  Roger  Thornton,  in  his  will, 
appointed  him  one  of  the  thirty  prieils  he  had  ordered 
to  fing  for  his  foul,  with  a  bcqueit  of  fix  marks  an* 
nually.  The  fame  year,  the  above-mentioned  wor- 
thy gentleman  left  an  hundred  marks  for  the  repara-- 
tion  of  this  1)ridge,  on  this  Angular  condition,  *'if  fo 
that  the  mayor  and  commons  wijl  releafe  me  of  all 
adions,  as  that  I  never  hindered  them,  nor  nought 
aw  them,  at  my  witting ;  but  this  I  defire,  for  the 
efchewing  of  clamour."  So  that  malice  might  even 
level  its  ftiafts  againft  goo(J  Mr.  Thornton  himfelt^ 

About  the  year  1550,  fays  Mr.  Brand,  the  very 
marvellous  event,  related  by  Bourne  and  others,  con- 
cerning Mr.  Anderfon's  ring  dropping  by  accident 
over  the  bridge  as  he  was  fingering  it,  is  laid  to  have 
happened ;  and  this  very  identical  ring  was'brought 
back  again,  foroe  time  after,  in  a  fi(h  bought  in  New- 
caftle  market  by  a  fervant  of  the  above  gentleman, 
and  mod  unexpeftedly  reftored  to  its  owner. 

Bourne  tells  us,  that  the  *'  gentleman,  from  whofe 
finger  the  ring  fell,  was  mayor  of  Newcaftle,  and  an- 
ceftor  of  the  prefent  Mr.  Abraham  Anderfon,  mer- 
chant, on  The  Sandhill.  The  faid  Francis  Anderibn 
made  over  his  eil^te  to  his  fon  Henry  Anderfon,  who 
was  the  father  of  the  faid  Abraham  Anderfon's  grand* 
father.**  He  adds,  **.  Qn  the  infide  of  the  ring,  juft 
under  the  fignet,  is  the  pidlure  of  a  falnoop,  in  com- 
ipeiporation  of  the  filh  and  the  tranfadion ;  on  the 
one  fide  is  the  letter  £.  and  on  the  other  the  letter  A. 
in  commemoration  of  the  perfon ;  calling  it,  at  the 
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fime  time,  a  curiofity  fo  great,  that  not  only  the  whole 
kingdom  cannot  Ihew  th^  like  of  it,  but  the  whole 
world  bcfidc/* 

This  ring,  fays  Brand,  i^  at  prefent,  A.  D.  1783,  in 
the  pofieffion  of  Mr.  Edward  Anderfon,  merchant, 
who  permitted  him  to  take  a  drawing  of  it,  with  an 
imprdBon  on  wax  of  the  iignet.  This  Mr.  Edward 
Anderfon  is  a  defcendant  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the 
accident  happened,  and  has  a  deed  of  family  pro- 
perty, the  feal  of  which  exhibits  an  impreflion  of  the 
fignet  of  this  memorable  ring,  and  is  of  a  date  prior 
to  the  fbppofed  date  of  this  moft  extraordinary,  but 
by  no  means  incredible,  event. 

But  to  return  to  our  hiftory  of  the  old  bridge.  As 
this  was  a  chief  entrance  from  the  fouth  into  Ncw- 
caftle,  it  was,  of  confequence,  ftrongly  fortified  at 
both  ends.  Near  the  middle  was  a  tower,  with  a 
large  ftone,  having  the  town's  arms  on  it,  placed  on 
the  fouth  front.  There  is  thought  to  have  been  an- 
ciently a  chapel  in  this  tower ;  for,  on  taking  it  down, 
after  the  fall  of  the  bridge,  a  ftone  coffin  and  a  (kele- 
ton  were  found.  This  tower  ferved  as  an  ordinary 
prifon,  where  diforderly  and  loofe  perfons  were  kept, 
till  they  were  examined  by  the  mayor ;  and  if  their 
crimes  were  of  confiderable  magnitude,  they  were 
committed  to  Newgate,  till  the  quarter  feilions  or  the 
aflizes. 

Grcy*s  account  of  Tyne-bridge,  in  his  Chorogra- 
phia,  is  to  the  following  efFeft : — It  confifteth  of  nine 
arches,  high  and  broad,  baving  many  houfes  and 
ihops,  and  jthree  towers  upon  it.  The  firft  on  the 
foutb  end,  the  fecond  on  the  middle,  and  the  th'urd 
on  Newcaftle  fide,  lately  built  upon  an  arch  in  the 
bridge,  ufed  for  a  magazine  for  the  town,  and  an  old 
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chapel.  Such  is  a  general  account  of  this  very  an- 
cient bridge,  founded  at  firft  by  the  Romans,  and 
repaired  and  rebuilt  afterwards  by  the  inhabitants  on 
both  fides  of  the  river.  We  now  go  on  to  relate  its 
final  cataftrophe.  This  memorable  event  happened 
on  Saturday  night,  preceding  the  1 7th  of  November, 
1771.  There  had  been  a  prodigious  fall  of  rain, 
chiefly  in  the  weft,  filling  all  the  brooks,  and  rufliing 
from  the  higher  grounds  into  the  Tyne,  fo  iwelled  the 
river,  as  to  maW  it  ovei*flow  its  ufual  boundaries^ 
and  every  where  carrying  deftru6lion  in  its  irrefiftible 
progrefs.  It  was  about  eleven  at  night  the  water  be- 
gan to  rife  at  Newcaftle,  and  conftantly  encreaf(5d  till 
feven  the  next  morning.  About  three  o'clock  the 
arches  of  the  bridge  were  filled  up  with  floats  of  wood, 
fwept  away  by  the  flood  from  the  adjacent  banks  ; 
and  between  three  and  four  in  the  morning,  two  of 
the  arches  on  the  fouth  fide  were  driven  down,  and 
one,  which  was  the  northernmoft,  adjoining  to  the 
toU-fliop,  fell  about  four  o'clock,  burying  the  houfes 
which  had,  for  many  years,  been  eredled  on  them, 
together  with  feveral  of  their  inhabitants,  in  the 
ruins.  Imagination  can  more  eafily  faftcy,  than 
words  defcribe,  the  terror  and  amazement  with  which 
the  people  were  feized,  on  feeing  their  friends  and 
acquaintances,  from  the  houfes  yet  ftanding  on  the 
remaining  arches,  ftretching  out  their  hands,  and 
with  Ihouts  of  diftrefs  imploring  afliftance,  expelling 
every  ^moment  to  be  overwhelmed  in  the  watery 
wafte!  The  lives  of  Mr.  Peter  Weatherly,  fhoe- 
maker,  and  his  family,  were  fortunately  faved  by 
the  humanity  and  intrepidity  of  two  bricklayers  from 
Gatefhead,  who,  at  the  moft  imminent  perfonal  ha- 
jLard,  broke  through  the  walls  of  fome  buildings  that 
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hung  together  by  the  aid  of  the  timbers  after  the 
arches  had  falleni  and  fucceeded  in  refcuing  them 
from  their  mod  perilous  fituation.  The  waters  gra- 
dually fubfidingi  other  perfQns  were  providentially 
brought  off  in  boats. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a  houfe  built  of  woo^, 
inhabited  by  a  family  named  Fatten,  Was  carried 
down  the  impetuous  ftream  to  Jarrow-ilake,  a  dif- 
tance  of  feven  miles,  in  an  entire  ftate,  with  a  dog 
and  cat,  both  alive,  in  one  of  the  rooms.  The  fa- 
mily had  happily  effeded  their  efcape  previoufly  to 
the  arches  falling. 

So  general  had  this  (torm  been  in  the  northern 
and  indeed  in  moil  parts,  of  the  kingdom^  that 
melancholy  accounts  of  its  ravages  were  publiihed 
every  where.  Solway  Mofs,  in  Cumberland,  was 
raifed  from  its  bed,  and,  by  a  prodigious  fall  of  rain, 
was  impetuoufly  forced  towards  the  fea,  and  covered 
feveral  hundred  acres  of  land  about  eighteen  feet 
deep,  to  the  ruin  of  many  families.  All  the  bridges 
upon  the  river  Tyne  (Corbridge  excepted)  were 
carried  away.  From  Alfton-moor  to  Shields,  fcarce- 
ly  a  village  efcaped  its  fury.  Prodigious  was  the 
lofs  to  many  individuals,  in  horfes,  cows,  Iheep,  corn, 
wood,  ^c.  But  in  Newcaftle,  by  the  arches  of  the 
bridge  being  filled,  the  waters  burft  through  the 
alleys  into  the  Clofe,  and,  rufhing  down  that  narrow 
ftreet,  overflowed  the  Sand-hill  for  feveral  feet  deep, 
filling  many  cellars  and  fhops,  fo  that  the  lofs  was 
eftimated  at  above  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
Such  was  the  fAe  of  the  old  bridge  of  Newcaftle. 
Refpe£ting  the  new  erection,  and  the  improven^ents 
now  tasking,  fee  public  buildings. 

I  The 
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The  common-council  of  Newcaftle,  January  20tb9 
1772,  framed  a  petition  to  parliament  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  for  ereding  a  temporary  bridge,  and 
another  of  ftone,  over  the  river  Tyne ;  as  alfo  for 
monies  to  be  granted  them,  to  defray  the  expences 
necei&ry  for  fuch  a  work.  Another,  fimilar  to  this, 
was  agreed  on  February  6th,  1772,  and  prefented  to 
parliament. 

In  the  fame  year,  an  aft  of  parliament  pafied  to 
enable  the  lord  bifhop  of  Durham,  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
to  raife  a  competent  fum  of  money,  to  be  applied  to 
the  repairing,  rebuilding,  and  improving  fuch  part  of 
Tyne  bridge  as  belongs  to  the  fee  of  Durham.  This 
was  to  be  done  by  railing  twelve  thoufand  pounds, 
to  be  fecured  by  granting  annuities  upon  lives,  not 
exceeding  ten  per  cent. 

A  committee  of  gentlemen,  by  the  name  of  the 
bridge  committee,  entered  upon  terms  with  Mr.  Ste« 
phenfon,  carpenter,  to  ered  a  temporary  bridge, 
limiting  the  time  for  its  execution  to  four  months, 
to  be  reckoned  from  June  i8th,  1772,  under  a  heavy 
penalty.  On  the  17th  of  July  following,  the  work* 
men  began  to  drive  the  piles,  and  the  bridge  was 
opened  Oftober  27th,  the  fame  year.  It  anfwered 
almoft  every  purpofe  of  the  inhabitants.  Waggons, 
however,  fully  loaded^  were  not  allowed  to  pafs 
over  it 

THE  CLOSE. 

Purfuing  our  courfe  of  obfervations  weftward,  and 
paffing  the  bridge-end  on  the  north,  we  arrive  in  a 
ftreet  called  the  Clofe.  It  probably  had  this  name 
from  its  narrownefs.    At  this  day  it  prefents  us  with 

nothing 
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nothing  (hiking,  either  as  to  its  fituation  or  build- 
ings: yet  Mr.  Bourne  aflures  us«  that  in  former 
times  it  was  the  refidence  of  fereral  noble  families^ 
and  opulent  inhabitanu.  Sir  John  Marley,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Blackett,  Sir  Mark  Milbank,  and  the  hou&s  of 
many  other  gentlemen  of  diftindion,  be  adds,  are  ftill 
renqembeied  by  the  ancient  inhabitants.  The  in- 
fides  of  the  houfes  befpeak  their  former  magnificence 
and  grandeur ;  the  rooms  being  very  large  and  (late- 
ly, and,  for  the  moft  part,  adorned  with  curious 
carvings.  Of  late,  he  obferves,  thofe  houfes  have 
been  forikken,  and  their  wealthier  inhabitants  have 
chofen  the  higher  parts  of  the  town. 

The  houfes  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland  ftood  on 
the  fide  of  this  ftreet  next  the  river,  bounded  on  the 
eaft  by  Bower-chare,  between  Tyne  bridge  and  the 
Javel  Groop.  Bourne  fay^,  even  in  his  time  it  had  a 
great  gate  at  its  entrance,  with  a  large  round  ball  of 
ftooe;  and  hence  the  entry  has  been  vulgarly  called 
the  •*  Round  Stone  Entry ;"  and  that  in  the  lower 
pan  of  the  building,  towards  the  water,  were  mani- 
feft  tokens  of  antiquity.  In  the  year  1482,  Henry 
earl  of  Northumberland  demifed  it  to  his  fervant, 
George  Bird,  by  the  name  of  the  Earl's  Inn,  under 
an  annual  rent  of  thirteen  /hillings  and  four-pence. 
As  the  Northumberland  family  have  long  poflefied 
large  demefiies  on  the  river  Tyne,  it  is  poflible,  that 
the  cauie  of  that  noble  family  having  a  houfe  in  a 
(litMig  fituation  in  Newcaftle  might  be,  to  be  in  rea- 
dinels  to  defend,  by  coUedling  their  tenants  and  vaf- 
ials,  their  collieries  and  lands,  and  other  property, 
againft  the  inroads  of  the  mofs-troopers,  and  other 
dclperate  marauders,  very  common  in  thofe  days. 

I  2  The 
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The  next  opening  to  the  river  Tyne,  from  the 
flreet,  is  called  the  Javel  Groop ;  where  the  ftreet,  of 
late  years,  has  been  greatly  widened.  The  etymo- 
logy of  this  word  is,  fays  Mr  Brand,  from  groope,  or 
grype,  which  flgnifies  a  ditch  ;  and  Javel,  is  only  a 
corruption  of  jail,  or  gaol.  The  old  caftle  Was,  for 
ages,  the  common  prifon  for  the  county  of  Notthum- 
berlaod,  and  here  has  probably  been,  anciently,  the 
communication  between  the  ditch  or  fofs  of  the  caftle 
and  the  river  Tyne. 

On  the  right  hand,  after  palling  alofig  the  Clofe, 
we  obferve  a  flight  of  flairs,  called  Caftlfe-Stairs.  On 
each  fide,  as  we  afcend,  are  fliops,  principally  for  old 
clothes,  old  fhoes,  boots,  &c.  and,  after  a  tirefome 
afcent,  by  many  a  weary  ftep,  we  arrive  at  a  poftern, 
where  had  been  gates,  and  pieces  of  fortification,  in 
defence  of  the  caftle.  Another  flight  of  ftone  fteps, 
fome  paces  further  to  the  weft  ward,  is  called  the 
Long-Stairs;  remarkable  only  for  their  gloominefs 
and  nuifancesj  but  they  terminate,  on  the  upper 
end,  with  feveral  good  houfes,  handfomely  built. 

Further  along  is  another  flight  of  flairs,  exaftly 
oppbfite  the  manfion-houfe,  called  the  Tuthill-Stairs, 
terminating  at  the  foot  of  Weftgate-ftrcet.  Bourne 
imagines  it  fliould  be  called  Touthill,  from  the  tout- 
ing or  winding  a  horn  upon  it,  when  an  enemy  was 
at  hand.  Mr  Brand  will  ha^e  it,  that  it  properly 
fiiould  be  called  Toothill,  or  Hill  of  Obfervation. 

One  of  the  moft  early  meeting-houfes  for  worftiip 
in  Newcaftle,  was  half-way  up  thefe  flairs,  in  which 
fome  baptifts  ufed  to  aflemble,  with  a  well  for  immer- 
fing  adults.  It  is  now  a  dwelling-houfe.  And  a 
little  higher  up  the  fleps,  a  new  baptift  chapel,  with 
a  fine  commanding  profped,  was  lately  ereded  by 

that 
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that  people.  The  congregation  is  faid  to  be  nume« 
Tous,  and  of  decent  deportment,  with  a  ftated  paftor 
araoQg  them.— 5Iftf  churches  and  chapels. 

Almoft  adjoining  to  the  tnanfion*  houfe,  is  another 
meeting-houfe,  or  place  of  worfliip,  in  which  aflemble 
a  congregation,  with  their  minifter,  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  aAd  is  faid  to  be 
nomerous  and  refpeAable.  Their  terms  of  com* 
mnnion  differ  from  tbofe  of  the  other  diflenters  ia 
Newcaftle. 

But  the  edifice  that  principally  draws  the  attention 
in  the  Clofe,  is  the  Mansion-House.— «-«&^  public^ 
buildings. 

This  building  Mr  Bourne  terms,  '*A  building 
grand  and  ftately,  and,  confiderlng  its  lituation,  is 
very  ornamental/*  Its  foundation  was  laid  in  the 
year  1691,  and  cod  the  corporation  6oool.  befides 
the  neceflary  furniture  and  utenfils.  Upon  the  elec« 
tion  of  a  new  mayor,  annually  at  Michaelmas,  he  ge- 
nerally quits,  for  the  year  of  his  mayoralty,  his  own 
private  houfe,  and  takes  up  his  reiidence  in  the  man* 
fioo-houfe,  commonly  making  no  change  among  the 
male  fenrants  there.  He  is  allowed  a  handfome  ftate* 
coach,  a  barge,  in  which  he,  attended  by  numbers 
of  other  gentlemen  of  the  corporation,  perambulate 
the  river,  on  Afcenlion-Thurfday,  and  is  fupplied 
with  a  genteel  falary,  to  fupport  bis  expences,^  by 
the  corporation. 

It  is  in  this  manfion  that  the  judges  of  affize,  with 
their  attendants,  are  entertained,  during  the  time 
of  their  reiidence  here  on  their  circuit. 

There  ufed  to  be  given  by  the  newly  eleded 
mayor,  a  public  entertainment,  on  Michaelmas  Mon-* 
day.  The  body  of  freemen  at  large  generally  thought 
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tbemfelves  entitled  to  ihare  in  its  good  things ;  fo 
that,  on  many  occafions,  (faameful  excefi^s  happened : 
to  prevent  which,  the  common  council  refolved» 
July  7,  1773,  ^^  difcontinue  the  cuftom;  the  prc>- 
priety  of  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  fober  and 
decent  an)ong  the  free  burgefles  of  the  town. 

The  regalia,  or  magillerial  robes,  are  kept  in  the 
mahfion-houfe,  and  ufed  on  public  occafions. — - 
They  confiil  of  a  large  mace  of  filver,  gUt,  having 
on  it  the  following  infcription :  *'Made  fdr  the 
corporation  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  anno  rcgni 
Jacobi  Secundi,  tertio,  annoq,  Domini  1687,  Ni- 
cholas Cole,  Efq.  mayor ;  Thomas  Pace,  Efq,  (he- 
riff.  The  arms  of  the  town,  with  thofe  of  Cole,  on 
the  knob  at  the  bottom :  on  the  part  under  the  crown, 
the  rofe,  thiftle,  and  fleurs*de.lis,  and  the  harp,  with 
a  crown  over  each,  and  the  initials  I.  R. — Under  the 
mound,  the  king's  arms,  with  I.  2.  R.  This  princi- 
pal piece  of  the  regalia  is  carried  befbre  the  mayor, 
on  procefiions,  by  the  water- bailiff.  Here  alfo  are 
kept  two  fwords  of  ftate,  of  elegant  workmanfliip  ; 
the  one  is  covered  with  black,  the  other  with  fcarlet, 
velvet :  the  former  is  ufed  in  ordinary  procefiions^ 
the  latter  on  feftivals :  it  is  then  that  the  magiftrktes 
wear  fcarlet  gowns.  ' 

The  manfion-houfe  is  like  wife  furnifhed  with  a  rich 
and  elegant  fcrvice  of  plate. 

On  a  filver  bafon  and  ewer,  arc  the  following  in- 
fcriptions :  **  This  bafon  and  ewer  were,  by  Sir  Gil-, 
bert  Gerrard,  Bart,  and  his  two  fons,  Gilbert  and 
Samuel  Gerrard,  £fqrs«  grand*children  to  the  Rev. 
Father  in  God  Dr.  John  Cofins,  late  bifhop  of  Dur- 
ham, prefented  to  the  right  worfliipful  Sir  Nathaniel 
Johnfon,  of  the  court  of  aldermen  of  the  ancient  town 
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of  Newcaftle,  and  is  defigned  for  the  ufe  of -the  mayor 
that  annually  ^governs ;  accordingly,  to  be  delivered 
by  the  prefent  mayor  to  the  court  of  aldermen,  and 
hj  dicm  to  the  next  mayor  that  fliall  be  chofen,  and 
b  fucoefBvely  £3r  ever.  June  8,  1681/'  The  arms 
of  NewcaiUe,  and  of  the  family  of  Cole,  are  alfo 
engraven  on  thefe  pieces  of  plate.  On  the  ewer  is 
the  following  infcription  :  "*  This  ewer,  with  a  bafon, 
was  prefented  by  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  Bart,  and  his 
two  fims,  Gilbert  and  Samuel  Genard,  Efqrs.  to  the 
ufe  of  the  annual  mayor  of  the  ancient  town  of  New- 
caftle,  for  even  June  8,  1681.''  Arms  alfoof  John- 
fon  and  Gerrard,  with  thofe  of  the  corporation,  are 
engraven  on  the  ewer.  Here  is  alfo  a  large  filver 
bafon,  with  the  following  infcription:  **£x  dono 
Liooeli  Vane  armigeri,  majori  et  burgenfibus,  vills 
&  comitatus  Novi  Caftri  fuper  Tynam."  Arms  of 
the  town,  and  thofe  of  Vane  and  Fenwick. 

On  a  lUver  bowl,  given  by  Mr  Bowes,  is  infcribed, 
^  The  firll  royal  purfe  of  one  hundred  guineas  run 
for  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  was  won,  June  25, 1753, 
by  a  bay  horfe,  called  Cato,  belonging  to  George 
Bowes,  Efq,  who  generoufly  prefented  it  to  the  cor- 
poration, to  purchafe  a  piece  of  plate,  in  remembrance 
of  his  majefty's  grace  and  favour."  The  king's  arms, 
with  thofe  of  the  town  and  of  Bowes. 

The  manfion-houfe  has  alfo  a  gilt  filver  cup,  of 
veiy  elegant  defign  and  execution,  in  which  it  is 
ufial  to  prefent  mulled  w'me  to  the  new  mayor,  at 
his  fiift  entrance  into  the  manfion :  for  which  purpofe 
it  is  laid  to  have  been  given  to  the  corporationi 

In  the  grand  (aloon  of  the  manfion-houfe  are  placed 
the  fiiir*ams  belonging  to  the  corporation.   Over  the 
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chimney-piece,  fotne  fragmenu  of  ancieqt  armour  are 
well  worth  being  feen  by  the  curious -antiquary. 

The  hiftcnry  of  feveral  other  houfes  in  the  Clofe, 
which  bear  the  marks  of  venerable  antiquity,  and 
probably  were  once  the  abodes  of  feftivity  and  opu- 
lence^  having  fallen  into  decay,  or  been  converted 
into  warehoufes,  is,  of  confequence,  uninterefting.*^^. 
But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  it  is  near  the  plaoe 
where  the  Clofe-gate  ftood,  that  the  eSLtehfive  glafs- 
manufadories  are  to  be  feen,  and  where  the  white- 
glafs  is  made  in  the  moil  beautiful  manner;  which 
not  only  brings  a  large  revenue  to  government,  (as 
will  be  feen  in  its  place)  but,  next  to  the  coal,  is  a 
chie^fource  of  the  wealth  of  this  opulent  town. 

WEST  GATE, 

Or  the  Street  that  leads  to  the  Wejl  Gate. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  on  account  of 
the  vaft  number  of  religious  that  flocked  to  the 
town,  the  fubjedl  of  this  hiftory,  it  got  the  name  of 
Monkqhefter^  or  the  town  of  the  monks,  with  which 
It  feems  to  have  abounded,  of  all  orders  and  deno- 
minations. In  modern  times,  after  the  ancient  and 
opulent  families,  for  the  molt  part,  had  quitted  the 
lower  ftreets  on  the  Quay  and  in  the  Clofe,  and  retired 
to  the  higher  parts  of  the  town,  both  for  the  circu- 
lation of  purer  air,  and  for  other  conveniences,  they 
chiefly  fettled  in  Weftgate,  which,  till  the  build- 
ings in  Pilgrim-ftreet,  Savile  Row,  &c.  was  the 
principal  place  of  refidence.  The  ftreet  itfelf  is  airy, 
and  has  many  handfome  and  welUfinifhed  houfes, 
generally  inhabited  by  %  fingle  family,  now  having 
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beatttifol  pieces  of  ground  flower  plots,  &g.  baok^ 
wards.  We  will  only  make  fame  carfory  remarks 
vipQf\  tbe  private  buildings.  In  this  part  of  the  town 
ftoodthe 

BLACK  FRIARS. 

This  order,  named,  fays  Bourne,  Black  Friars, 
Preaching  Friars^  and  Jacohine  Friars^  arrived  in 
England  A.  D.  1262  and  1268.  They  took  their 
name  from  St.  Doroinick,  the  founder  of  the  order, 
a  Spaniard  by  birth.  Their  monaftery  flood  near  tbe 
foot  of  Weflgate-flreet,  near  to  White  Friar  Tower, 
and  was  called  the  Houfe  of  the  Friars  of  the  Sac, 
or  of  the  penance  of  Chrift. 

This  very  ancient  monaftery  was  founded  by  Sir 
Peter  Scott,  who  was  the  firft  mayor  of  Newcaflle 
in  the  year  1251,  and  by  Sir  Nicholas  Scott,  his  fon, 
vbo  was  one  of  the  four  bailiflfs  of  the  town.  But 
the  fite  was  given  by  three  fifters,  whofe  names  Mr 
Bourne  laments  are  ungratefully  lofl. 

The  exadt  time  of  its  being  founded  and  finifhed 
is  imcertain;  but  it  mi^ft,  adds  tbe  fame  autho^ 
rity,  have  been  earlier  than  the  8tb  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  as  that  prince  granted  a  licence  to  tha 
black  friars  to  break  a  ^or  through  the  new  wall 
into  their  garden,  and  fo  their  piiory  muft  havr.  been 
built  fome  time  before.  The  fame  author  obferves, 
that  it  bad  been  a  ftately  and  very  beautiful  build* 
ing,  as  appears  by  its  prefent  remains.  Tbe  area,  or 
grafs-plot,  is  about  87  feet  in  length,  and  tl^e  fame 
in  breadth.  On  the  eaft  fide  was^^  the  chapel^  which 
is  now  the  hall  of  the  company  of  fmiths.  On  the 
weft  fide  was  a  curious  old  well^  which  ierved  the 
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monaftery  with  water,  and  was  called  our  Lady's 
Well.  On  the  north  was  their  garden,  before  the 
building  of  the  town  wall,  in  that  ward.  Their  garth 
extended  from  Weftgate  to  Tynefide,  fays  Leland. 

Many  were  the  gifts  and  endowments  conferred 
upon  this  ancient  monaftery,  by  kings, nobles, bifhops* 
and  opulent  private  perfons ;  among  the  latter  was 
the  beneficent  Roger  Thornton,  who  generoufly  fup* 
plied  them  with  lead  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the 
priory ;  but  it  would  be  uninterefting  to  the  gene- 
rality of  our  readers  to  inform  them  of  their  names 
and  families. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  darknefs  which  fuperftition  had  fpread  over 
the  Chriftian  world  in  the  12th  century,  when  few 
of  the  clergy  could  read  their  breviary,  much  Icfs 
intei-pret  the  fcriptures  to  their  flocks;  yet  fome 
gleams  of  the  light  of  learning  began  to  dawn,  and 
difpel  the  gloom ;  and  in  this  receptacle  of  reclufes 
there  were  fome  men  of  talents  far  from  being  con- 
temptible. 

Among  the  more  enlightened,  fays  the  famous 
John  Knox,  of  Scotland,  in  his  valuable  hiftory  of  the 
reformation,  was  one  Richard  Marflial,  prior  of  the 
Black  Friars  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  Happening 
to  come  to. St.  Andrew's,  in  Scotland,  about  the  year 
1551,  he  chofe  for  the  fubjedl:  of  his  difcourfe  a  moft 
material  point  of  doftrine,  viz.  Whether  the  Fater^ 
nojlcr  fhould  be  addrefled  to  faints  departed  ?  which 
he  confidered  as  implying  fupreme  adoration,  but 
which  he  decided  to  be  applicable  only  to  the  fu- 
preme Being.  This  difcourfe  raifed  a  great  ferment 
in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  great  dodlors  of  that 
univerfity :  while  they  faw,  with  concern,  that  the 
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opinipn  of  prior  MarJhal  was  exceedingly  Agreeable 
to  maoy  of  the  principal  people  of  the  audience.*-^ 
To  crufh  this  embryo  of  herefy,  they  employed  one 
Tofts,  a  white  friar,  to  impugn  the  pofitions  of  Mar- 
ihal ;  who  accordingly  mounted  the  faci^ed  roftruoi* 
and  obferved,  **  When  we  fee  an  old  man,  we  fay 
to  him,  poter^  or  father ;  and  if  he  be  a  relation 
in  the  family,  we  fay,  our  father,  or  pater-wifter;- 
and  in  the  fubfequent  parts  of  that  addrefs,  he  was 
ftill  more  infufferably  ridiculous,  fo  much  fo,  that  the 
whole  audience  run  out  of  the  church  with  indigna- 
tbn;  and  having  become  the  feoff  and  jeft  of  thp 
town,  he  quitted  it  with  (hame  and  difgrace. 

Mr  Knox  mentions  another  incident  upon  this 
doughty  conteft,  equally  diverting,  and  no  lefs  d^ci* 
five.  The  prior,  in  preparing  to  go  to  the  cathedral, 
was  modeftly  aiked  by  his  fervant,  who  was  helping 
him  on  with  his  canonicals,  what  might  be  the  caufe 
that  feemed  to  give  him  {b  much  unealinefs  ?  He  re* 
plied,  with  a  figh,  *'  We  are,  Tom,  quite  at  a  lofs, 
whether  we  (hould  (ay  the  Pater  to  departed  faints. 
*•  Hut,  hut,"  replies  Tom,  brufliing  his  revered  mafler, 
"  lay  the  Pater  to  God  alone,  and  give  the  fdints 
aves  and  credos  their  fill,  and  with  fuch  they  may 
think  thcmfelves  very  well  otT"  The  prior,  laugh- 
ing heartily  at  Tom's  divinity,  added,  ••  I  do  not 
know  but  you  may  be  right." 

When  Henry  VIII.  aduated  by  enmity  to  the 
pope,  and  ilill  more  by  a  love  to  the  ifnmenfe  trea« 
fures  found  in  the  dens  of  thefe  poor  brethren^  was 
fuppreifing  all  the  monafteries  in  his  dominions,  this 
of  Black  Friars  fufFered  the  fame  fate  of  the  others. 
Accordingly  it  was  furrendered,  as  it  was  termed,  on 
January  loth,  155 1,  to  the  king,  and  the  priqr  anc( 
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brethren  turned  out.  But  his  Majefty  was  pleafod 
to  make  a  gtant  of  the  Black  Friars'  monaftcry  tothe 
town  of  Newcaftle,  in  conBderation  of  their  paying 
fifty.three  pounds  feven  ihillings  and  fixpenee ;  toge- 
ther  with  the  houfe,  chapel,  and  other  conveniences, 
the  two  gardens,  the  whole  clofe  within  the  Weft- 
gate,  another  clofe  of  three  acres  of  land,  and  a  houfe 
called  the  Gate-houfe. 

As  the  fuppreffion  of  the  monafteries  throughout 
England  waa  an  event  little  expeded  by  the  fee  of 
Rome,  and  efpecially  by  Henry,  a  zealous  papift,  we 
fliall  here  fubjoin  a  copy  of  the  furrcnder,  by  the 
priors,  abbots  of  the  monafteries,  unto  the  king's 
power;  which  ftrongly  defcribes  the  terror  with 
which  that  mighty  tyrant  ftruck  the  whole  clergy  of 
his  realm. 

A    COPY. 

**  Forafmuch  as  we,  the  prior  and  friars  of  this 
houfe  of  brethren,  called  Black  Friars,  in  Newcaftle, 
do  profoundly  confider,  that  the  perfedion  of  Chrif- 
tian  living  does  not  confift  in  fome  ceremonies,  wear- 
ing  of  a  black  cloak  or  coat,  difguifing  of  ourfelves 
after  ftrange  fa0iions,  docking,  and  becking,  wearing 
fcapulars  and  hoods,  and  other  like  papiftical  cere^* 
monies,  wherein  we  have  been  mod  principally  prac* 
tifed  and  nofe-led  in  times  paft ;  but  the  very  true 
way  to  pleafe  God,  and  to  live  a  true  Chriftian  man^ 
without  hypocrify,  and  feigned  diifimulation,  is  fin* 
cerely  declared  to  us  by  our  Mafter  Chrift,  his  evan^ 
gelifts  and  apoftles ;  being  minded  hereafter  to  follow 
the  fame,  conforming  ourfelves  to  the  will  and  plea-* 
lure  of  our  fupreme  head,  under  God,  on  earth,  the 
king's  majefty  i  and  are  not  to  follow^  henceforth,  the 
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fupecftadpus  tm^ciofis  of  any  foreniical  potentate  or 
power«-Mrith  mutual  afle&t  and  oonfent,  do  fobmit 
ouri!elve$  unto  our  faid  (bveioign  lord ;  and,  with  the 
like  aflent  and  confent,  do  furrefider;'  &c.  &c.  . 
Signed  by  the  prior  and  fix  friaffs. 
How  mortifying  muft  it  have  been  to  the  clergy 
of  diofe  times  jto  comply  with  fueh  an  arbitrary  man* 
date,  to  be  driven  from  their  rich  and  fumptuous  re* 
fidences,  and  expofed  to  the  contempt  and  hootiogs 
oftlie  verfatile  and  indifcrimina ting  multitude  !-«-^ 
Yet  even  this  alternative  was  preferable  to  being  in* 
ftancly  put  to  a  cruel  and  dreadful  death ;  which 
would  intallibly  have  been  the  reward  of  difobedience 
to  the  royal  will  and  pleafure,  as  fome  fatally  found. 

ST.  MARY'S  HOSPITAL. 

This  religious  foundation  is  of  high  antiquity,  aU 
though  the  year  in  which  it  was  erected  is  not  exa&ly 
known ;  but  it  is  certain  that  it  was  during  Ibme  pe-* 
nod  of  the  long  reign  of  Henry  II.  Originally  it 
confided  of  an  hofpital  and  a  cliapel,  and,  like  innu- 
merable otncr  religious  ftru&ures,  was  dedicated,  in 
thefe  days  of  fuperftition,  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  It 
owed  its  exiftence  to  the  pious  and  benevolent  Afe* 
lack,  of  Killinghowe,  or  Killingworth ;  who  gave,  by 
charter,  the  ground  on  which  it  was  built,  with  other 
endowments,  for  the  maintenance  of  two  friars  regu* 
lar,  and  a  chaplin,  to  ferve  God  and  the  poor.  This 
amiable  philanthropift  had  obfervcd,  with  concern, 
that  genviine  worth,  in  the  lower  orders  of  the  clergy, 
was  often  ncgledted,  and  the  affliAing  fituations  of 
the  indigent  claffes  of  mankind  were  too  often  over^ 
looked  :  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  both,  as  far  as 
it  was  in  bis  power,  was  good  Mr  Afelack*s  defign  in 

found- 
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founding  this  afylum.  The  wandering  pilgrims  too, 
here  found  refrefliment  and  repofe.  The  generous 
inha^tants  of  Newqaftle  thought  fo  favourably  of 
this  charitable  inftitution,  that  they  made  a  large  ad- 
dition  to  the  Hofpital  of  Our  Lady,  for  fupporting  a 
mailer  and  a  chaplain,  to  fay  divine  fervice  for  fix 
bede-folk  in  the  alms^houfe,  to  lodge  poor  and  way- 
faring people,  and  to  bury  thofe  who  happened  to  die 
there ;  and  to  fence  them  againft  the  rigours  of  win- 
ter, nine  chaldrons  of  coals  were  diftributed  among 
them,  to  the  value  of  thirty-three  pounds  fifteen  (hil- 
lings. 

With  fuch  a  favourable  eye  did  the  public  at  large 
view  this  humane  inftitution,  that  numerous  and 
ample  benefadions  to  it  poured  in  from  all  quarters. 
Princes,  prelates,  nobles,  merchants,  opulent  tradef- 
men,  whofe  names  are  minutely  recorded  by  Mr 
Brand,  dedicated  lands,  houfes,  (hops,  &c.  to  the 
fraternity  o£  this  hofpitaL  And  in  the  courfe  of 
fome  centuries,  from  its  being  founded  by  Mr  Afe- 
lack,  we  find,  by  a  rental  taken  of  it  previous  to  the 
abolition  of  the  order  by  Henry  VIII.  that  it  had 
property  in  Weftgate,  Denton-chare,  Pudding-chare, 
Meal-market,  Fleih-market,  Bigg-market,  Middle- 
flreet,  without  Newgate,  in  St.  Nicholas*  Church- 
yard, before  the  Caftle-gate,  in  the  Side,  on  the 
Sandhill,  in  the  Clofe,  in  Eilgrim-ftreet,  Manor-chare, 
Pandon,  AU-Saints-ftreet,  White-crofs,  rents  of  gar- 
dens without  the  Clofe-.gate  and  in  the  Forth  ;  all  in 
or  contiguous  to  Newcaftle.  But  it  extended  its  in- 
tereft  far  and  wide  in  the  adjacent  counties ;  to  Jef. 
mond,  Whickham,  Whittonftale,  Fenham,  Newftiani« 
Bolam,  Old  Heaton,  Woffington,  Mearsfen,  Horton, 
and  Stewklcy,  Newbiggen  on  the  Moor,  Byngfield, 
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Stamfoidbam,  Hewght,   Little  Babington,  ^nd   in 
Riddefdale. 

We  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  ennme- 
ration  of  the  (burces  of  the  wealth  of  this  religious 
ififtitutioa,  as  it  was  not  then  more  famous  for  its  hof- 
pitalitj,  (and  probably  too,  in  later  times,  for  its  mo- 
mftic  indolence  and  luxury)  than  for  a  feries  of  years 
paft  it  has  been  more  juftly  celebrated  as  a  feat  of 
learmng,  for  acquiring  fcience  and  polifhed  manners. 

As  the  revenues  of  this  hofpital  increafed,  fo  the 
number  of  brethren,  bede-men,  pilgrims.  Sic.  was 
proportionably  enlarged  ;  and  for  the  better  govern- 
ment <^  whom,  matters  or  priors  prefided  in  St.  Mary^s, 

That  this  foundation  was  of  very  remote  anti- 
({oity,  appears  from  the  donation  to  it  made  by  Lord 
de  Bolbec  ;  where,  among  the  witnefles  to  the  deed, 
no  mention  is  made  of  any  mayor  of  Newcaftle  a$ 
attefting  it ;  and  indeed  it  was  previous  to  the  eidll- 
ence  c^  a  fupreme  magiftrate  in  that  corporation. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  at  a  period  fo  diftant  as 
A.  D.  X290,  we  find  the  brethren  of  this  hofpital  pe- 
titioning the  king  in  parliament,  and  fetting  forth, 
dat,  as  the  new  town-wall  of  Newcaftle  had  been 
bailt  through  the  middle  of  their  court-yard,  leaving 
tbe  greater  part  of  their  edifices  on  the  outfide  there- 
of, humbly  praying  permiffion  to  make  a  poftem-gate 
of  commnaication  througli  the  faid  wall ;  which  was 
granted  them,  and  which  gate  ezifts  to  this  day,  by 
the  name  of  the  Foftem  Gate. 

Bat  all  human  inftitutions  have,  fooner  or  later,  a 
terminatioQ ;  and  this  among  others,  where  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed,  fcenes  of  charity  and  benevolence  were 
exhibited  for  ages,  was  overthrown  by  the  ftem  Henry 
Vm.  who  was,  by  thefe  means  of  violence  and  rapine, 

giving 
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giving  incurable  wounds  to  the  papal  porvter,  white 
he  was  daily  fwearing  hy  the  Mother  ofCodj  (his 
common  oath)  that  he  would  maintanr  it  with  all  his 
might*  So  inconfiftent  is  often  the  condudt  of  ty- 
rants !  but  which  are  fo  frequently  orer-mled  by  the 
Sovere^  of  the  univerfe,  to  promote  the  beft  inte« 
nefts  of  the  human  kind. 

This  was  particulai^ly  exemplified  in  the  happy 
transformation  which  the  Hofpital  or  Spital  fufT^red, 
in  being  converted  to  a  feat  of  ufefui  knowledge, 
under  the  title  of 

THE  ROYAL  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

This  celebrated  fchool  was  at  fiift  fituated  on  the 
n^rt)^-eaft  fide  of  St.  Nictioks  church,  in  the  large 
area,  called  the  church-yard,  and  before  the  burying*- 
ptace  was  railed  in.  In  the  42^  year  of  ^een  Eli^^ 
xabeth's  reign,  it  by  clmrter  from  that  ptincefs  be*^- 
came  a  royal  foundation,  and  was  removed  to  the 
hofpital  oif  St  Mary,  its  prefeiit  fituatioK  Elizas 
beth  was^  on  niany  occafions,  an  encoura^ef  of  learfl- 
ing,  and  (he  poflfeflfed  al  large  ihare  of  eraditiatt 
herfelf.  In  this  charter,  ibe  ezpreflbs  her  motive 
for  encouraging  the  grammanr  fchool  in  Newcaftle^ 
wasv  hei  regard  for  the  inftru^ion  of  yocitb  flom 
their  tender  years  in  the  rudiments  of  the  true  Chrif* 
trail  idigbii,  in  learmiig  and  good  manners^  Sh« 
enadb,  that  the  foundadont  be  ftykd  the  Fre€^  Oiam^ 
aaar  School-  <^  qMecEi  EbfiBaibeth  ;•  th<^  mafteip  >nd 
febolass  wbcireof  are  to  be  a  body  corporate  in  lsw« 
wkb  perpetual  fuooeilionr ;  to  have  a  common  fealy 
and  a  le^  capacity  of  puoehaifing  and  holding  lands 
to  Aemfirlves:  and  fucedBEbvf  in  f^  fimple,.  or  fbd  a 

term 


term  of  years,  provided  they  exceed  not  the  value  of 
forty  pounds,. are  not  held  of  the  crown  in  chief,  or 
by  military  fervice,  notwithftanding  the  ad  of  mort- 
inaio.  Seven  of  the  governing  part  of  the  cor- 
poratioa,  (the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen)  are  ap- 
pointed the  patrons  of  this  fchool,  with  the  power 
of  elecVing  a  mailer  and  uiher  thereof;  whofe  offices 
are  held  under  their  pleafure,  and,  on  every  vacancy 
or  removal  by  death,  are  to  be  filled  up  by  them," 

Such  is  the  charter,  which  fandions  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  free  grammar-fchool  of  Newcaftle^ 

Animated  by  this  royal  encouragement,  and  know- 
ing tha^  future  fuccefs  to  their  newly-ereded  inftitu- 
tion  greatly  depended  upon  a  prudent  eledion  of 
their  matter,  the  patrons  invited  Robert  Fowberry, 
A.  M*  to  be  the  firft  in  that  office.  He  is  faid,  by  his 
cotemporaries,  to  have  been  a  gentleman  of  great 
eminence  for  learning,  and  attention  to  the  improve* 
ment  of  the  fcbolars. 

Edward  Wigbam  fucceeded  Mr  Fowberry,  who, 
on  his  death,  was  fucceeded  by  Francis  Grey,  A.  M. 

U  was  uad^r  this  gentleman  that  the  famous  lieut. 
coloiiel  John  Lilburn  received  part  of  his  education* 
**  I  was  brought  up,  fays  be,  (in  his  Innocency  and 
Truth  Juftified)  well  nigh  ten  years  together,  in  th^ 
beft  fchooU  in  the  North,  namely,  at  Auckland  anU 
Newcaftle ;  in  both  which  places  /  was  not  one  qf 
the  dronefeji  fcbool-boys  there :  and  befides  my  knftWr 
ledge  of  the  Latin  tongue,  I  was  a  little  entered  into 
the  Greek  alfo.  And.  at  Newcaftle,  I  did  not  only 
know,  but  alfo  was  known  of  the  principal  me|i 

there.'' 

This  celebrated  charader,  who  made  a  confiderablc 
figure  in  the  long  parliament,  was,  however,  of  a  fin* 

L  gular 
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gularcaft  of  temper.  If  colonel  Lilburn  learned  logie 
among  his  other  acquirements  at  Newcaftle,  he  cer- 
tainly had  made  great  proficiency.  Being  of  fuch  a 
difputatious  turn,  that  having  written  agatnft  almoft 
every  public  perfon,  he  at  laft  wrote  againft  himfelf, 
which  occafloned  the  wits  of  thofe  times  to  obfeire, 
that  if  Lilburn  was  confined  to  a  defart  he  would 
ffifl  write,  were  it  only  John  againft  Lilburn,  and 
Lilburn  againft  John,  which  the  fatyrical  line*  in  Hu- 
dibras  probably  allude  to,  viz. 

So  keenly  given  to  diTpvUf 

Tho'  changing  fidesi  he'd  ftiU  refute. 

About  the  year  1637,  Amor  Oxley  wai  appointed 
mafter  in  this  royal  feminary  ;  but  living  in  the  con- 
vulfed  times  of  Charles  L  and  on  his  eipoufing 
the  royal  fide,  the  lords  and  commons,  dreading  his 
infufing  principles  hoftile,  as  tbey  faid,  to  liberty, 
difplaced  Mr  Oxley  from  his  mafteribip  of  this  gram* 
mar-fchool. 

Little  is  faid  of  his  fuccefiTor,  Nicholas  Augur,  who 
refigned  his  chai*ge  in  1647  ^"  accounted  his  ill  Aate 
of  health ;  but  he  was  fucceeded  by  one  c£  the  great- 
eft  afid  worthieft  charaAers  that  adorned  thi»  femi** 
nary  of  learning.  His  name  was  George  Ritchel,  who 
was  induAed  into  the  mafteribip  of  this  fchool  in  the 
ftttr  1648.  An  account  of  the  life  of  this  very  cx- 
.  traordinary  perfon  is  given  at  great  length,  by  that 
indefatigable  biographer,  Wood,  in  his  Atheoae  Oxo» 
nienfis,  of  which  it  would  be  a  Ihamefiil  omiffion  not 
to  prefeiit  our  readers  with  an  abftrad« 

««  George  Ritchel  was  bom  in  Bohemia,  1616,  and 
at  the  age  of  feventeen  years  was  fent  to  the  oniTer* 
'fity  of  Straftiurg,  where  he  ftudied  feven  years.  Upon 

Fer- 
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lecdinand  II.  from  a  miftaken  zeal,  bani(hing  all  his 
pioteftants  from  his  dominions,  Mr  Ritchel,  prefer- 
iog  a  good  Gonfcience  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  fine 
efta(e,  made  it  over  to  his  youngec  brother,  referving 
oaij  out  of  it  as  much  money  as  would  fupport  him 
oa  his  jouraey.  He  then  came  to  England,  and  for 
fomc  time  fettled  at  Oxford.  But  the  civil  war  in 
England  breaking  out,  he  ^^'ent  to  the  Hague, 
Leyden,  «nd  Amfterdam ;  and  after  vifiting  many 
countries  on  the  continent,  he  again  came  over  to 
England,  and  arriving  at  Oxford,  he  entered  himfelf  a 
member  of  Trinity  College  in  Kettk-Hall.  Here  he 
fpent  moft  of  his  time  in  the  Bodleian  library,  in  the 
moSL  aident  purfuit  after  knowledge.  From  this 
imhreifity  he  was  invited  to  be  head  matter  of  the 
gnouiiar*{chool  in  Newcaftle.  The  corporation  were 
b  pkafed  with  bis  perfon  and  fervices  that  they  ad* 
ded  lal.  to  his  falary  yearly.  From  Newcaftle  he 
got  an  invitation  to  the  church  at  Hexham,  where 
he  was  both  minifter  and  ledlurer  for  twenty-eight 
jears.  The  humility  of  this  learned  and  great  man 
was  one  of  his  moft  ihining  virtues.  Born  of  genteel 
parents,  heir  to  a  fine  eftate,  and,  for  fome  time  tutor 
10  the  fons  of  the  prince  of  Tranfy Ivania,  of  the  im- 
perial family  of  Auftria ;  in  the  enjojment  of  all 
thefe  he  became  daily  more  humble,  unaflliining,  and 
ufiefiil^  in  every  part  of  his  life.  He  departed  this 
tifeat  Hexham,  December  28,  1683,  where  he  lies 
i>uned  in  the  chancel  of  the  church.  He  wrote  many 
learned  and  critical  works." 

Upon  the  reftoratlon  of  the  Stuart  family,  Amor 
Osiey  was  appointed  a  fecond  time  mafter  to  the 
gnunmar-fchool  in  Newcaflle,  and  for  his  loyalty 
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his  falary  was  incresffed  to.  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  with  other ^p^rquifites. 

Faffing  over  the  names  of  Several  others,  we  (hall 
only  mention  the  following  i 

James  Jurin,  M/A.  was  appointed  mafter  of  the 
grammar- fchool  inNewcaftle  in  1710,  where  he  gave 
leftures  on  expenfnental  philofophy.  During  his 
refidence  there  he  amafled  near  loool.  and  obtaining 
a  degree  in  phylic^  he  became  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  prc- 
fident  of  the  College  of  Phyficians.  After  palBng 
through  many  honourable  ftations  in  the  learned 
world,  he  died  in  Lincoln's- inn-fields  in  1750,  and 
bequeathed  a  large  legacy  to  Chrift's  Hofpital,  where 
he  had  been  educated  by  that  noble  charity. 

Sept.  26,  1715,  Edmund  Lodge,  clerk,  was  ap- 
pointed mafter,  on  the  refignation  of  Dr.  Jurin. 

Mr  George  Carr  was  under-ufher  to  Mr  Lodge. 
He  was  'afterwards  removed  to  the  new  epifcopal 
chapel  in  Edinburgh,  where,  for  a  feries  of  years,  he 
performed  all  the  facred  duties  of  his  ftation  with 
univerfal  approbation,  and  left  behind  him,  on  his 
death  a  collection  of  fermons  which  did  him  great 
honour,  both  as  a  fcholar  and  a  chriftian. 

In  the  fame  year  the  Rev,  Robert  Tomlinfon, 
D.  D.  was  appointed  mafter  of  this  Hofpital,  He 
was  alfo  prebendary  of  St.  Paul's  in  London,  reftor 
of  Whickham,  mafter  of  the  chapel  of  St  Tho- 
mas  upon  the  Btidge-end,  likewife  of  the  hofpital 
of  St  Mary  Magdalene  at  the  Barras-bridge,  and 
the  great  literary  benefaftor  .of  Newcaftle,  by  the 
donation  of  his  ineftimable  library,  of  which,  with 
the  copy  of  bis  will,  &c.  we  intend  to  gratify  our 
readers  with  a  faithful  account,  in  its  proper  place. 

Richard 


jSietQcafHe  upon  Cgne.  8 


^ 


Richard  Dawes,  A.  M.  fucceeded  Mr  Lodge,  oil 
bis  refignation.  He  was  a  man  of  confiderable  Ieam« 
]ng»  but  had  wild  and  extravagant  notions,  which, 
with  a  refraAory  temper,  occafioned  the  fchool  to 
be  almoft  totally  deferted.   . 

In  1749,  Hugh  Moifes,  A.  M,  was  appointed  head 
xnafter.  That  reverend  and  amiable  charafter  de- 
monftrated,  by  a  fweetnefs  of  temper  (the  very  re- 
verfe  of  his  predeceflbr)  by  folid  and  polifhed  learn- 
ing,  and  by  an  uniform  tenor  of  condud,  how  win- 
ning thefe  accomplifhments  are ;  for  they  endeared 
him  to  the  warmed  and  mod  refpedtful  efteem  of  his 
numerous  pupils,  to  the  marked  approbation  of  the 
patrons  in  the  magiftracy,  and  to  the  veneration  of 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  year  1778,  John  Brand,  A.  B.  the  celebrated 
antiquarian,  and  author  of  the  Hiflory  of  Newcaftle, 
in  2  vols.  4to.  was  appointed  iirft  under-uiher,and  in 
1781,  ulfaer  in  this  grammar-fchool. 

He  was  fucceeded,  1784,  in  his  ulherfliip,  by  Mofes 
Manners,  A.  M.  and  foon  after,  Robert  Wilfon,  A.  B. 
was  appointed  under-u(her. 

In  June,  1787,  Edw.  Moifes,  A.  M.  was  appointed 
head-mafter,  on  the  refignation  of  his  worthy  and 
much-efteemed  uncle.  As  Meflrs  Moifes  and  Wil- 
fon are  ftill  officiating  in  their  refpeftive  (lations, 
we  have  only  to  exprefs  our  warmed  wilhes  for  their 
fuccefs  in  the  difchar^e  of  their  duties,  emulating  the 
virtues  of  fome  of  their  illudrious  predeceflbrs. 

To  cherifli  this  admirable  inditution,  Lord  Crewe 
left  a  large  legacy  for  fcholars  taught  in  Newcadle 
grammar- fchool,  to  be  fent  to  any  of  the  two  univer- 
fities  of  England. 
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Dr.  Smith  bequeathed  the  intered  of  Sool.  to 
Emanuel  College,  in  Cambridge ;  half  of  which  i$  fot 
the  maintenance  of  a  fcholar,  either  from  Durham  or 
Ne\vcallk  fchool.  Other  legacies  and  donations  have 
been  made  for  the  fame  purpofe* 
:  We  hope  our  candid  readers  will  not  think  us  tedi* 
ous  in  our  defcription  of  this  ancient  feminary  of 
learning.  If  the  eye  of  the  naturalift  is  dazzled  with 
beholding  beds  and  plots  of  flowers  and  plants,  fpring^ 
iog,  blooming,  and  lipening  into  maturity ;  bow  fur* 
paffifig  is  the  view  of  a  well-goyerned  nuifery  of 
young  fmpils,  gradually  acquiring  and  ftoring  up  in 
their  taoder  minds,  thofe  principles  of  fcience  and  of 
virtue  which,  when  properly  oheriihed^  burd  forth 
with  energy  woA  luftre  on  the  ftage  of  human  a&irft! 
Or>  as  the  poet 

Delightful  taik ;  t6  rear  die  tetrfer  thoaglit» 
To  teach  the  jovaag  idea  faow  to  flioot» 
To  pour  the  freih  inftradion  o'er  the  mindly 
To  breathe  th'  enlivening  fpirit,  and  to  fix 
The  gen'rous  purpofe    in  the  glowing  breaft  ? 

Thomson's  Spring. 

Or,  with  another  poet,^- 

Yett  nurs'd  with  ikill,  what  dazzling  fruits  appear ! 

E'en  now,  fagaciou^  forefight  points  to  {how 

A  little  bench  of  heeHefs  bljbops  here, 

And  there  a  cbanedhr  m  embrfo, 

Or  bard  fubline.  «SHtNSttNit» 

To  omit  the  numerous  and  diilinguifhed  chara(^ers 
who  have  received  their  firft  principles  of  erudition 
at  this  famous  fchool,  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it 
was  faid^  that  here  the  great  bifbop  Ridley,  the  mar- 
tyr, was  educated ;  afterwards,  Akenfide  the  poet; 
and,  among  many  others,  who  now  fill  confpicuoiis 

nations 
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ftsdoDs  in  puUic  life,  are  the  prefent  lord  high  chan-^ 
celbr,  with  his  learned  hrother.  Sir  WiUiam  Scott ;  fa 
Jtrf  applicable  are  the  three  laft  lines  of  Shenftone ! 

HOUSE  OP  TUB  CARMELITES,  or  WHITE 
FRIARS. 

F«  fecurity,  in  the  earlier  ^ges,  mod  part  of  the 
fd^pom  houfes  were  fito^ted  fiigb  the  Roman  wall  j 
mti^  after  Newcaftle  was  walled  round,  they  were 
comaiDDlj  founded  adjacent  to  that  barrier,  Ac* 
eofdiogly  we  find,  in  the  topography  of  Newcaftle, 
that  numbers  of  the  religious  had  their  refidences  on 
the  Wall-Knoll;  a  fuaatipo  eligible,  as  well  for 
bSetfBB  for  health,  and  commanding  alfo  a  beautiful 
profped  of  the  circumjaqent  country.  Here,  hiftory 
CcUs  ut»  the  Carmelites,  or  White.  Friars,  firft  fettled, 
upon  their  anival  at  Monkchefter,  now  Newcaftle« 
lliey  were  termed  Carmelites,  from  Mount  Carmel, 
in  Syria,  where  the  founder  of  their  order  had  his  firit 
rcidence.  They  are  faid  to  have  firfl  come  to  £ng* 
land  A.  D.  1240,  and  fettled  at  Ailesford,  in  Kent, 
and  there  to  hare  had  their  firft  chapter.  Others 
hold,  that  ihey  landed  in  Northumberland  A.  D. 
1150 ;  and  fettled  at  Holme,  now  called  Huln-Ab« 
bey,  near  Alnwick,  which  the  noble  family  there 
keeps  in  good  repair.  In  the  neighbourhood  is  a  hill, 
called  Mount  Carmel,  which  travellers  aflure  us  has 
a  great  refemblance  to  that  in  Faleftine.  Here  a 
hermit  had  his  refidence,  of  whom  there  is  a  (tatue  of 
ftooe  placed  where  his  cell  formerly  was.  The  Car- 
mctiteSyfays  Bourne,  were  firft  brought  into  the  north 
of  £ngland  by  Ralph  Freeborne.  and  by  him  fixed 
near  Alnwick,  in  a  place  called  Holm,  in  a  wildernefs, 

which 
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which  their  condudor  imagined  to  be  a  place  ilbat 
bore  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  Mdunt  Carmd,  in  Syria* 
He  himfelf  was,  adds  the  fame  author,  the  firft  pre* 
vincial  of  this  order,  and  began  his  rule  A.  D.  X240, 
and  ruled  fourteen  years.  He  lies  buried  at  Alnwick. 

On  their  arrival  at  Wall-KnoU,  they  received  feve- 
ral  marks  of  royal  bounty  ;  but,  being  (Iraitened  for 
room  in  this  lituation,  and  finding  their  houfe  too 
fmall,  as  part  of  their  premiffes  were  pulled  doi^'ii  to 
make  a  lite  for  the  town-wall,  then  building,  King 
Edward  I.  granted  to  the  White  Friars  of  Newcaftle 
this  place  of  the  Friars  of  the  Penance  of  Chrift,  oA 
condition  of  their  granting  to  Walter  de  Carlton,  the 
then  only  furviving  brother  of  that  order,  a  decent 
maintenance.  Mention  is  made  of  their  having  re« 
ceived  feveral  donations,  called  pittances,  in  thofe 
days,  from  King  Edward  I.  and  King  John:  one 
day,  fixteen  {hillings  and  eightpence ;  another  pit- 
tance of  nine  fhillings,  from  king  Edward  I.  on  his 
paffing  through  the  town  of  Newcaftle.  Thefe  fums 
from  royal  munificence,  found  trifling  in  our  ears ; 
but  the  value  of  money  was  high  tp  what  it  is  now; 
and  by  gifts,  rents  of  lands,  houfes,  &c,  thefe  begging 
brethren  wallowed  in  wealth,  luxury,  and  indolence^ 

Even  here,  however,  where  ignorance  reigned, 
there  feems  to  have  been  fome  men  of  learning.  In 
the  year  1450,  Edward  Dynlcy,  as  Bayle  informs  us, 
bom  of  a  good  family  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and 
a  learned  writer  of  the  order,  flouriflied  in  this  mo- 
naftery.  The  fubje<5s  on  which  he  treated,  are,  how- 
ever, at  this  day,  accounted  trifling  and  unimportant. 
Boftor  Nichglas  Durham,  who  rendered  himfelf 
famous  among  bis  cotemporaries,  for  his  zeal  agaitift 
the  tenets  of  Wickliff,  had  alfo  his  refldence  in  this 
convent,  A.  D.  1360.  The 
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The  convent  of  the  White  Frtars  fuSered  the  fate 
of  ali  tiic  other  coiiTents  and  monafteries  in  England, 
bciog  iupprefled  by  Henry  VIII. 

The  White  Friars'  Tower  derived  its  name  from 
being  oppofite  to  this  monaftery ;  and  were  it  not 
for  this  tower,  we  would  find  it  difficult  to  afcertain 
where  it  formerly  ilood,  as  fcarcely  a  veftige  of  it  now 
remains. 

It  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  ;  who,  as  Speed  ia- 
&rni5  U8»  was  patronefs  of  above,  thirty  priories,  of 
the  order  of  the  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars,  in 
England.  Indeed,  that  holy  brotherhood,  pre- 
tended to  have  had  more  than  human  intercourfe 
with  the  Blefied  Virgin ;  they  had  juftly  then  more 
than  an  ordinary  claim  upon  her  protection.  But, 
alas !  they  found  it  of  little  avail  againft  the  rapa* 
ciotts  hand  of  Henry  VIII. 

Further  up  Weftgate,  on  the  fide  of  the  ftreet  next 
the  town-wall,  is  a  large  houfe,  with  a  front  and  two 
wings,  of  great  antiquity.  It  was  termed  Bolbeck- 
Hall,  but  changed  its  name,  upon  its  founder  being 
created  Earl  of  Weilmoreland,  to  that  of  Weftmore^*^ 
land-Place,  where  that  nobleman  fixed  his  town  reft- 
dence*  It  ftands  nearly  oppofite  the  end  of  Pudding* 
chare ;  and  was  purchafed  by  the  late  Geo.  Ander- 
Ion,  an  enterprifing  and  opulent  mafter-builder,  in 
wbofe  family  it  ftill  remains. 

THE  GREY  FRIARS,  or  MINORS,  callid  asm 
FRANCISCAN  FRIARS. 

The  fituation  of  this  religious  foundation  can  now 
icax^ly  be  known.  However,  it  is  probable  its 
fite  may  be  nearly  traced;  if9r  we  find  a  ftreet 
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which  leads  from  Newgate-ftrect,  near  the  Nevv- 
Gate,  to  Pilgrim-ftreet,  and  which  ftill  retains  the 
name  of  High  Friar-chare,  to  diftinguilh  it  from 
Low  Friar-chare,  which  communicated  with  the 
Well-Gate.  Here,  it  is  moft  likely,  the  monaflery 
of  the  Black  Friars  formerly  ftood. 

Leland  informs  us,  that  the  "  Obfervant  Friars' 
Iloufe  flood  by  Pandon-Gate.  (He  miftook  it  for 
Pilgrim  Gate)'  And  the  building,  he  adds,  is  a  Tery 
fair  thing.'* 

It  was  adjoining  to  the  High  Friar-chare  that  the 
houfe  of  Grey  Friars,  or  Minors,  called  alfo  Francifcan 
Friars,  ftood,  and  from  whom  the  ftreet  derives  its 
name.    They  were  one  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the 
four  orders  of  Mendicants.   The  celebrated  St.  Fran- 
cis was  their  founder ;  and  from  him  this  order  was 
honoured  with  the  derivative  Francifcan,  from  his 
name  Francis ;  which,  in  that  reign  of  Monkifti  do- 
minion, was  accounted  an  honour  fuperior  to  that  of 
imperial,  or  any  civil  title  on  earth.    Yet  no  infti- 
tution  could  be,  apparently,  more  felf-denying,  more 
mortifying  to  the  gaieties,  and  even  the  conveniences  of 
life.    They  were  termed  Mendicants,  (beggars)  from 
depending  entirely  upon  the  benevolence  and  charity 
of  the  generous  and  humane.     Before  any  could  be 
admitted  into  this  order,  they  were  obliged  to  give  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  dilintereftednefs  of  their  mo- 
tives, by  •*  felling  all  they  had,  and  giving  it  to  the 
poor."    They  were  termed  Friars  Minor,  that  is,  lefs  ; 
lefs  than  all  others  !    And,  no  doubt,  like  -the  apoftle 
Paul,  *'  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints !"    Truly  mo- 
deft! 

That  they  might  indifputably  appear  to  be  fo,  they 
wore  a  loofe  garment,  of  coarfe  cloth,  reaching  to  the 
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ancles,  with  a  cowl,  and  a  grey  cloak  over  it,  when 
they  went  abroad.  They  girded  themfelves  with  cords^ 
and  went  bare-footed,  and  thus  obtained  the  name 
of  Bare-footed  Friars ;  while  the  Black,  and  Carrac 
lite,  or  White  Friars,  who  wore  Ihocs,  were  termed 
Shod  Friaiis.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  large 
churdi  at  this^ay  in  London,  called  Crutched  Friars, 
where  a  necejfary  part  of  the  accoutrements  of  the 
holy  brotherhood  was,  a  pair  cf  crutches  ! 

Bat,  under  all  this  humble  guife,  under  this  veil  of 
felf-denial,  a  world  of  pride  lay  concealed.  For,  by 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  and  inli- 
nuating  themfelves  into  the  favour  of  the  great  and 
powerful,  they  thereby  direded,  at  pleafure,  moft  of 
the  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  concerns  of  Chriflen- 
dom  :  and  the  mod . powerful  engine  of  papal,  art 
which  they  employed  was,  getting  themfelves  con- 
fe£>EB  Co  princes,  nobles,  and,  indeed,  to  all  the  weal- 
thy aod  the  great.  By  this  means,  the  Mendicant 
became  not  only  the  moft  powerful,  but  the  moft 
opulent  of  all  the  numerous  orders  of  the  papal  hier- 
archy. For  what  perfon,  however  exalted  his  rank 
in  fodety,  would  rifle  damnation,  by  refuting  con* 
felBon  of  all  his  tranfadions  to  a  pried.  However, 
the  order  of  the  Franciican  Mendicants  had  their  efta- 
bliibment  firft  in  IJewcaftle,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  opulent  family  of  the  Carliols,  who  were  wealthy 
merchants,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

The  lite  of  their  mooaftery  muft  have  been  fome- 
where  in  the  garden  of  the  late  Sir  Walter  Blackett, 
Bart,  and  moft  probaWy  in  that  part  of  it  which  lies 
oppoiite  to  Ficket-Tower.  Mr  Bourne  affures  us, 
from  ancient  records,  that  they  were  a  conftituted 
body  fo  remote  as  anno  \  zbi. 
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To  give  a  farther  proof,  how  deeply  Newcaftle 
was  interefted  in  moiiaftic  inftitutions :  at  a  general 
chapter  of  this  order,  held  at  Narbonne,  in  France, 
A.  D.  1258,  it  appeared,  that  the  Englifh  province 
had  feven  cuftodies,  whereof  the  cuftody  of  Newcaftle 
containing  nine  convents,  was  one ;  and  were  all  as 
follow,  viz.  Newcaftle  monaftery,  in  Northumberland, 
Dundee,  Dumfries,  and  Haddington,  in  "Scotland; 
Carlifle,  in  Cumberland ;  Hartlepool,  in  Durham  ; 
Berwick,  in  Northumberland ;  Roxburgh,  in  Scot* 
land ;  and  Richmond,  in  Yorkfhire.  Alas !  New- 
caftle, how  forely  haft  thou  been  prieft-ridden,  in 
thofe  times  of  monkifh  domination  ! 

It  is  of  little  confequence  to  our  readers  to  be  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  names  of  the  priors,  &c.  who  re- 
fided  in  this  monaftery.  But  that  it  was  not  altoge^ 
ther  barren  of  learned  men,  appears  from  our  being 
informed,  that  Hugh  of  Newcaftle,  termed  by  the 
critical  Bayle,  tht  fcbolqftic  doSlor,  and  whofc  fame 
was  celebrated  through  all  Chriftendom,  flouriflied  in 
this  houfe  A.  D.  1284. 

But  the  moft  Angular  and  renowned  character  of 
that  age  was  alfo  one  of  the  minors  in  this  houfe  be- 
fore  A.  D.  J  300.  And,  if  it  is  not  interefting,  it  is 
at  leaft  amufing,  to  be  acquainted  with  his  name,  bis 
country,  and  a  few  fpecimens  of  his  talents,  by  which 
he  acquired  fuch  hard-earned  reputation. 

His  name  was  John  Scott,  or  Dr  John  Scott.  The 
epithet  of  diftindlion  by  which  he  Was  honoured,  was 
that  of  Subtilu  Do£ior.  And  his  patronymic  name 
was  that  of  Duns,  to  which  was  added  Scotus,  or 
Duns  Scotus. 

Iceland,  from  certain  old  records  in  Merton  college^ 
Oxford,  gathered,  thait  this  celebrated  dodor  was 

born 


bom  in  the  pari(h  of  Emeldon,  in  a  hamlet  or  manor- 
place  belonging  to  that  college,  called  Dunftan,  in 
Northmnberland ;  from  whence,  by  contraction,  he 
got  the  name  of  Duns :  his  father's  name  was  Scott* 
What  is  curious,  the  place  belongs  to  Merton  college 
to  this  day*  Such  is  the  Englifh  account  of  the  ety- 
iwJogy  of.  the  name  and  place  of  birth  of  this  celc- 
bmted  perfon. 

But  the  Scots,  ib  tenacious  of  their  national  ho- 
noar»  and  zealous  for  the  reputation  of  their  learned 
men,  will  by  no  means  yield  the  palm  to  their  Englifh 
rivals  in  fame,  and  to  this  day  inliil  that  the  town 
of  Dunfe,  in  the  county  of  Berwick,  give  birth  to  this 
iUoftnout,  literary  luminary;  can  (hew  the  houfe 
where  he  was  born ;  who  was  the  midwife !  and, 
vduU  mn\fier  baptized  him ;  and,  for  ages,  the  ftrife 
fi)r  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to  Duos  Scot  us  was  as 
fierce  a$  the  contention  among  the  five  dates  of 
Greece  was  of  old  for  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to 
Homer*  We,  poor  editors,  dare  not  venture  upon 
the  mighty  fubjedt  to  offer  a  conjedure,  far  lefs  a 
decifion  of  the  high  conteft,  and  we  truly  fay, 

Non  Qoftrttm  inter  vos  tantas  componere  lites. 
We  dare  not  prefume  to  decide  in  the  mighty  ftrifeV 

But  with  the  mod  profound  reverence,  and 
humble  re^ed,  we  cannot  but  obferve  the  Cala- 
donians  feem  to  have  the  ftrongeft  evidence  in  theit 
favour,  as  the  infcription  on  his  tomb  **  Scotia  me 
gcnmt^*  Scotland  gave  me  birth ^  feems  inconteftibly  to 
prove  that  he  was  a  Scotfman.  Yet  even  here  we 
are  checked,  and  again  reminded  by  the  learned 
Fuller^  that  nothing  was  more  common  than  to  con- 
fidcr,  anciently,  Northumberland  as  comprehending 
all  the  lauds  from  the  Humber  to  EdinbuiJ^h  Frith. 

SO 
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So  here,  we  are  loft  again,  and  invoked  in  almoil 
ti^orfe  than  Egyptian  darknefs !  Adhuc  fub  jodice 
lis  eft ;  the  matter  refts  quite  undecided  ftill !  "  I  be- 
lieve, faid  a  lady,  in  Scotland,  looking  gravely  at  tWQ 
vaft  volumns  of  evidence,  on  the  tea  table,  on  the 
Douglas'  cauie,  one  afiSrming  that  the  claimant  of 
that  princely  dukedom  was  the  legitimate  ion  of  Sir 
John  S  toart,  and  of  Lady  Jane  Douglas,  and  fo  the 
duke's  nephew;  the  other,  proving  that  his  re^ 
puted  father  was  a  monftroos  tia^  and  that  the 
child  was  a  barber's  brat  of  the  city  of  Reims.  I 
believe  faid  the  good  lady,  that  this  aiTair  (and  we 
may  fay  fo  too  with  a  figh,  of  the  birth  of  Scotus) 
will  never  be  fettled  till  the  day  of  judgment !  And  I 
am  afraid,  my  dear,  faid  her  huiband,  with  a  fmiie  a* 
crofs  the  table,  there  will  be  fo  many  other  caufes  of 
itiuch  higher  concern,  to  be  tried,  that  the  court 
will  be  clofcd  before  the  Douglas  canfe  comes  on. 
It  only  remains  to  give  fome  account  of  the  lite- 
rary abilities  of  Dodlor  Subtilis.  The  title  of  doSt^r 
he  juftly  merited,  as  he  was  a  great  mafter  of  the 
learned  languages,  and  wrote  huge  volumes  of  Com-» 
mentaries,  not  only  on  the  fcriptures,  but  upon  the 
Mafter  of  Sentences,  Ariftotle's  ten  Catagories,  €tc. 

He  was  juftly  termed  Subtilis,  as  he  had  the  pecu- 
liar talent  of  making  every  fubjedl  appear  myfteri- 
ous ;  or  to  be  known  only  by  logical,  or  dialedical 
difquifitions.  He  could  puzzle  the  profoundefl: 
doctor  to  folve  fuch  important  queftions  as  Whc^ 
ther  Adam  was  formed  with  an  umbilical  cord» 
or  not  ?  Whether  Eve  was  formed  of  a  rib 
from  Adam's  right  or  left  fide  ?  Whether  this 
rib  was  one  of  the  abdominal,  or  thorarcal  ribs  ? 
Whether  Eve  conceived  in  a  ftate  of  innocence, 

or 
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or  not?  With  fuch  difquifitions  did  he  fo  ftrike 
the  learned  of  the  middle  ages,  thsit  he  divided 
the  whole  fchools  in  Europe  into  two  great  claffes, 
the  Scotifts^  of  which  he  was  the  head  or  leader,  and 
the  Thomifts,  the  followers  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  an 
equally  formidable  leader. 

TTie  monaftery  of  the  Francifcans  was  diflblved 
with  others  in  the  year  1539,  It  then  confided  of 
the  prior,  John  Crayforth,  eight  friars,  and  two 
norices.  Their  monaftery  was  found  quite  deftitute 
of  the  abundance  of  luxuries  found  in  other  convents. 
So  that  they  did  not  falfify  their  appellation  of  Friar- 
Mendicants. 

ST.  BARTHOLOMEWS  HOSPITAL 

For  the  Nuns  o/Newcq/ih. 

Already  we  have  obferved  that  Chrillianity  fixed 
its  lefidence  in  Monkchefter,  at  a  very  early  period* 
The  fervour  of  the  xeal,  the  fimplicity  and  di(« 
intereftednefs  of  the  lives  of  its  teachers,  attraded  the 
ootke,  not  only  of  the  mafs  of  the  people  in  general, 
but,  Bede,  the  father  of  our  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  af« 
foics  us,  that,  to  vail  numbers  of  converts  were  ad^ 
ded,  Ofwy,  the  king  of  Northumberland,  who  had  his 
icfideoce  at  jid  Murum^  (now  Newcaftle)  and  who  by 
his  perfuafioo,  prevailed  upon  Penda,  king  of  Mercia, 
at  a]fi>  Sigibert,  king  of  the  £aft  Angles,  to  receive 
the  initiatory  rite  of  baptifm.  From  that  period,  al« 
moft  the  whole  ifland,  adds  the  fame  venerable  au- 
thority, renouoced  paganifm,  and  received  a  do((lrine, 
fa  worcfay  of  the  Supreme  Being,  breathing  good  wiU 
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But,  unhappily  for  its  converts,  devotion  afluaied 

a  new  form  ;  and  from  frequenting  the  chief  placQs 
of  concGurfe,  it  retired  from  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life»  to 
woods,  caves,  and  foUtary  retreats.  And  in  no  part  of 
England  did  this  take  place  more  than  at  Newcaftle  ; 
the  adjacent  woods,  the  windings  of  the  Tyne ;  and 
the  fecurity  of  an  afylum  by  the  ftrong  fortifications 
of  the  place,  all  contributed  to  draw  numbers  of  devo* 
tees  to  Monkchefter,  the  name  by  which  the  town  was 
known  fome  centuries  before  the  Norman  conqueft. 

On  the  introdudion  of  monadic  orders,  with 
whom  not  only  the  reliques  of  faints  (fays  Mr  Brand} 
but  alfo  the  fcenes  of  great  confequence  to  religion, 
were  held  in  the  highefl;  eftimation,  it  feems  no  im- 
probable conjedure  that  a  pl^e  confecrated  to  the 
warm  imaginations  of  thefe  well  meaning  zealots,  by 
circumftances  fo  remarkable  as  then  took  pkce^ 
Ibould  be  accounted  facred  in.  more  than  a  common 
degree ;  if  we  farther  unite  the  idea  of  perfonal  iafe« 
ty,  expe£ted  in  what  had  been  fo  recently  a  Roman 
fortification,  and  fo  often  reforted  to  in  times  of  the 
Daniifa  invafion,  with  that  of  fandlity  aflixed  to  it  by 
fomething  not  unlike  fuperftition,  it  feems  natural  to 
fuppofe  that  thefe  ancient  devotees  would  prefer  it  on 
both  thefe  accounts.  Hiftory  indeed  informs  us,  that 
Monks  in  vaft  numbers  crowded  to  it  from  various 
parts,  not  only  of  this  ifland,  but  alfo  from  foreign  na- 
tions. But  the  ruthlefs  bands  of  Dani(h  invaders, 
defpifing  the  idea  of  local  fandity,  with  which  its 
then  inhabitants  were  imprefled,  and  undaunted  at 
the  military  works,  left  for  the  defence  of  the  feeble 
natives,  like  an  irrefiftible  torrent,  carried  all  befi>^e 
them,  marking  their  deftruftive  progrefs  with  havoc 

and  defolation. 
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Matthew  Paris/of  Weftminfter,  informs  us,  '*  that 
in  the  year  of  grace  800  an  army  of  Danifh  pagans 
ravaged  and  fpoiled  the  church  of  Tynemoutji,  (as 
we  will  fee  when  treating  of  that  once  magnificent 
prionr)  carrying  off  the  fpoil  inftantly  to  their  fliip». 
That  firty-fcven  years  afterwards  the  fame  cruel  vic- 
tors depopulated  the  whole  province  of  Northumber- 
land,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tyne,  and  fubjugated 
the  whole  country.  As  alfo,  three  years  afterwards, 
the  noble  inonalleries  on  our  coaft,  of  Lindisfern, 
Tjnemouth,  Gyrway,  (Jarrow)  and  Weremouth, 
were  utterly  plundered  and  deftroyed." 

The  roonaileries  of  Monkcheiler  being  thus  deftroy- 
cd,  with  aloioft  every  memorial  of  their  fortper  exift« 
eace,by  the  bloody  Danes,  who  exerted  their  ruthlefs 
faiy  |uincipally  upon  edifices  confecrated  to  religion, 
the  ruins  of  that  placQ  feem  to  have  been  unnoticed 
2Dd  forgot,  till  about  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, when  they  were  vilired  from  motives  of  religious 
zeal,  by  Aid  wine,  monk  and  prior  of  the  mcmaftery 
of  VViochelfea,  accompanied  in  this  perilous  journey 
by  £1  wins  and  Reinfridus,  two  monks  of  £vefham, 
as  we  have  defcribed  in  a  former  page.  By  the 
zeal  and  energetic  exhortations  of  thefe  devout 
ftraagers,  the  inhabitants  were  aroufed  from  their 
cnminal  apathy ;  and  a  revival  was  given  to 
mookeiy  in  this  part  of  the  illand,  after  it  had  been 
extiogmHied  for  about  two  hundred  years. 

It  has  ever  been  obferved,  that  the  devotion  of  the 
female  kx  is,  in  general,  more  fervent  and  lively 
thaq  that  of  the  male ;  accordingly,  in  Monkcheiler, 
many  of  the  former,  quitting  the  world,  fought  for  a 
retreat,  where  they  might,  undifquieted  by  the  cares 
aod  anxieties  of  life,  fpend  their  days  in  mortification. 

N  an4 


gS  .  impartial  Ipiftorp  of 

and  in  what  to  them  appeared  the  fublime  contem^ 
plation  of  celeftial  objeds. 

To  cheriih  fenciments  at  that  day  thought  fo  de- 
vout, and  to  give  full  fcope  to  the  prafticeofthe 
whole  round  of  religious  cxercifes,  feveral  princes, 
prelates,  and  nobles,  believed  it  to  be  a  neceffary  and 
meritorious  duty  to  found  a  convent,  or  nunnery,  for 
thefe  female  reclufes.  Accordingly  we  find  ftill  fome 
veftiges  of  the  once  famous  monaftery  of  St  Bartho- 
lomew to  this  day.  A  little  above  the  Scotch  inn, 
where,  during  the  interval  of  hoftilities,  the  kings 
and  nobles  of  that  nation,  upon  coming  to  Newcaflle, 
generally  refided,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet^ 
there  ftill  remains  part  of  the  arch  to  the  great  ea- 
trance  to  the  nunnery  of  St.  Bartholomew.  What 
its  extent,  or  the  number  of  accommodations  fbr  its 
fair  refidents,  no  trace  in  hiftory  remains  to  inform 
us.  But  all  ecclefiallical  hiftorians  are  unanimous  in 
afluring  us,  that  it  was  the  oldefl  of  all  the  monadic 
buildings  in  this  place. 

From  the  White-crofs  fouthward  the  ftreet  leads  ta 
the  Nun-gate,  which  gives  name  to  a  fmall  part  of 
the  ftreet  in  its  neighbourhood.  This  gate  (which^ 
feveral  years  ago»  was  entirely  taken  down  by  the 
corporation)  was  not  the  great  gate  of  the  nunnery^ 
but  a  fort  of  back  paifage  to  it;  for  the  nunnery  was 
fituated  lower  down,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  ruins  of 
ibme  old  walls  in  their  garden,  which  lUll  go  by  the 
name  of  the  nun's  garden. 

Speed,  in  bis  hiftory,  informs  us,  that  it  was 
king  Henry  L  who  founded  the  hofpital  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  for  the  nuns  of  Newcaflle.  The 
Scottiih  hiftorians,  Boethius,  Fordun,  and  others, 
iJSsrtf    that  David,    king  of   Scotland,    who  was 
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a  great  builder  of  churches,  during  his  rcfidence  in 
this  town,  A.  D.  1 135,  founded  this  nunnciy.  Whe- 
ther thefe  royal  perfonages  were,  either  jointly  or  in- 
dividually, the  founders  of  this  convent,  it  feems, 
however,  from  hiftory,  pretty  certain,  that  they  were 
both  munificent  benefaAors  to  the  inftitution. 

Ridpath,  in  his  highly-informing  Border  Hiftory, 
(ays,  that  Agas,  the  mother  of  Margaret,  queen  of 
Scotland,  and  Chriftian,  her  fifter,  after  king  Mal- 
colm was  killed  at  Alnwick,  anno  1086,  incapable  of 
enjoying  fociety  after  that  fatal  cataftropbe,  retired 
to  this  nunnery,  and  took  the  facred  veil, 

Benefadions,  donations,  and  grants,  numerous  and 
valuable,  poured  into  this  receptacle  of  fair  devotees. 

Large  quantities  of  wheat,  rich  and  fertile  land^, 
villages,  &c.  all  were  chearfully  granted  to  the  de- 
vout nuns  of  St.  Bartholomew :  wades,  and  houfes  in 
the  Side,  Pilgrim-ftreet,  Flefli-market,  Oat-market, 
Darn-crook,  and  almoft  all  over  the  town,  belonged 
to  them.  That  piece  of  fine  land  adjacent  to  the 
town-moor,  called  to  this  day  the  Nun's-moor,  or 
LeazowcSi  was  alfo  the  property  of  thefe  fillers, 
which«  after  paffing  through  feveral  hands,  was  at 
laft,  by  the  abbefs,  vefted  in  the  corporation  of  New- 
caftle,  where  it  ftill  continues. 

But,  in  proportion  as  the  convent  became  opulent, 
the  fifterhood,  it  is  faid,  felt  an  irrefiftible  propenfity 
towards  the  oppofite  fex.  And  fame  fays,  (but  (he 
often  lies)  that  fome  of  the  frail  fair  ones,  by 
means  of  a  fubterraneous  communication  with  the 
neighbouring  pionaflery,  became  mammas,  without 
the  trouble  of  the  marriage  ceremony.  Mr  Bourne 
fays,  that  Mr  Blackett's  fteward,  Mr  Richmond,  af- 
fured  him,  that  he  had  feen  the  entrance  into  this 
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fubterraneous  vault,  but  that  it  was  then  filled  up 
with  earth. 

Charity,  however,  which  '*thinketh  no  evil/* 
obliges  us  to  view  the  defign  of  this  vault  (if  fnch 
ever  exifted)  with  a  more  favourable  eye :  it  very 
probably  was  a  depofitary  for  wines  and  other  (lores, 
which  the  fair  devotees  wifhed  to  be  concealed 
from  the  views  of  the  cenforious  public.  How- 
ever, we  well  know,  that,  upon  the  intention  of  the 
rclentlefs  Henry  VIII.  of  pulling  down  and  ftripping 
the  rich  abbeys  >  and  monafteries  being  known,  the 
courtiers  and  minions  of  the  royal  plunderer  inftantly 
fet  on  to  load  the  falling  priefthood  with  the  blackeft 
calumnies  and  fouleil  imputations ;  fo  that,  inftead 
of  their  being  facred  receffes  of  devotion,  and  fublime 
meditation,  they  were  too  truly  reprefented  as 
having  been  the  filthy  dens  of  hideous  impurities, 
finks  of  frightful  pollutions,  gluttony,  lufts,  murders, 
and  particularly  of  myriads  of  infanticides,  and  of 
Qther  monftrous  crimes,  which  called  for  the  venge- 
ance of  God  and  man  !  In  confequence  of  this  the 
nunnery  of  Ncwcaftle  amongft  others  was  fully  fup- 
prefled  in  the  year  1540 :  at  the  time  of  its  diflb- 
lution  it  confided  of  a  priorefs  and  nine  other 
nuns. 

Such  was  the  overthrow  of  the  numerous  and  rich- 
ly endowed  monafteries,  with  which  Newcaftle  for 
ages  had  abounded.  The  fuperft^itious  devotee  may 
poffibly  lament  the  mighty  change,  and  the  in- 
curable  wound  given  to  the  papal  power  in  Britain  ; 
but  the  buriting  forth  of  the  light  of  fcience,  and 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  ftript  of  their  galling 
9hain5,  appearing  to  blefs  mankind  with  their  be- 
nign influepce,  and  to  ihed  on  them  their  choiceft 
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b]effings»  powerfully  demondrate,  that  the  change 
has  been  wonderfully  for  the  amelioration  of  the  con<» 
dition  of  mankind. 

ST.   MARY  MAGDALEN'S  HOSPITAL  fou 
LEPERS. 

The  leprofy  was  a  loathfome«  foul,  and  painful 
difeafe.  It  was,  in  ancient  times,  very  common 
among  the  Afiatics,  Egyptians,  and  other  eaftern 
and  foathem  nations.  It  feems  to  have  been  parti- 
cularly prevalent,  as  we  find  in  facred  writ,  among 
the  ancient  Ifraelites ;  and  we  read  of  the  numerous 
precautions  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  its  infectious 
inflaence,  by  excluding  the  perfon  affedted  with  this 
dreadful  malady  from  all  intercourfe  with  fociety, 
till  he  (hould  either  recover,  or  die. 

^yfiologifts  tell  us,  that  it  was  hereditary,  and  in<« 
fecHous  ;  that  it  might  be  caught  by  the  faliva  of  a 
leper^  if  a  found  peifon  drank  after  him,  by  contacl, 
or  touch ;  by  lying  in  the  fame  bed  ;  or,  by  intercourfe 
between  the  fexes. 

That  it  was  common  in  our  own  country,  appears 
from  this,  that  hofpitals  for  Jepers  were  ereded  aj* 
inoft  in  every  town  of  any  confequence  in  the  king* 
d<Hn.  In  general,  it  baffled  the  power  of  medicine, 
and  of  confequence  the  patient  dragged  out  a  life  of 
the  moft  exquifite  and  confqmmate  mifery.  What 
is  very  particular  however  is,  that  although  the  fa- 
tal lift  of  difeafes  which  afflid  human  kind  rather  en* 
creafes  in  our  times ;  yet  the  dreadful  one  of  le- 
profy is  almoft  altogether  unknown  in  our  favoured 
ifland.  Monf.  St.  Fond,  that  amiable  philofopher, 
and  one  of  the  moft  eminent  members  of  the  French 
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Nsttonal  Inftitute,  and,  to  heighten  his  celebritj,  « 
ptiticular  favourite  of  the  Firft  Conful.  who 
vifitcd  Newcaftle  a  few  years  ago,  fpeaking 
of  the  many  and  vail  advantages  refulting  from 
the  ufe  of  coal  fuel,  has  this  remarkahle  observation, 
*'  And  there  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  it  is 
from  the  confamption  ef  fo  much  coal,  in  the  nume* 
xous  great  manufadories  in  Britain,  as  well  as  the 
•plenty  of  that  ufeful  mineral  employed  in  domeftic 
purpofes,  that  the  leprofy,  that  horribly  loathfome 
diforder,  fo  common  in  other  countries,  and  alio  in 
England  until  coal  became  the  general  fuel  there, 
has  now  totally  difappeared." 

To  afford  an  afylum  for  perfons  afflided  with  this 
dreadful  contagious  difeafe,  the  hofpital  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen  was  founded,  and  endowed^  near  the  Bar* 
ras- Bridge,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  town  of 
Newcaftle.  It  was  placed  on  a  rifing  ground,  and 
the  term  Barras  was  originally  Barrows,  tumuli,  or 
heights,  probably  the  burying- place  of  the  patients 
who  died  of  this  diforder.  No  veftiges  now  remain 
of  that  humane  inftitution.  It  .was  a  priory,  or  hof- 
pital,  for  a  mafter,  brethren,  and  fifters,  to  receive 
and  accommodate  lepers. 

Pope  Alexander  III.  conlfirmed  the  mafter  and  bre- 
thren in  the  pofleffion  of  fuch  houfes,  gardens,  rents, 
woods,  and  other  property  as  might  be  made  over  to 
them  with  an  exemption  from  all  tythes. 

King  Edward  I.  confirmed  to  them  a  boufe  be-* 
queathed  to  them  by  John  de  Hercclaw. 

John  Bland  was  a  great  benefador  to  this  hofpital, 
by  giving  and  leaving  them  many  valuable  dona* 
tions,  and  was  buried  in  their  chancel. 

The 
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Tbegood  Roger  Thornton,  evct  among  the  fair  lift 
of  the  charitable  and  humane,  left,  by  his  will,  two 
pounds  to  the  **  leper  men'*  of  Newcaftle. 

Fourteen  perfons,  fays  Bourne,  reiiding  in  the 
hadt,  were  each  allowed  a  room,  eoals,  and  eight 
/hillings  per  month.  Fifteen  others,  were  a 
ibrt  of  out-patients,  with  different  allowances,  fome 
of  eight  (hillings,  fome  of  five  Ihiliings,  and  others  of 
two  (hillings  and  fixpence  per  month.  Upon  its  dif*- 
Iblution  by  a  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII.  king  Jamet 
I.  incorporated  it  with  St  Thomas*  chapel,  on 
Tjnc-bridge,  couftituting  the  mayor  and  Common 
council  patrons. 

Happy  has  it  been  for  Newcaftle,  that  the  necef* 
fitj  of  fuch  an  afylum  has  long  fince  ceafed,  a 
leper  being  a  cbarader  almoft  altogether  unknown 
in  our  times. 

The  monastery  or  rut  St.  AUSTIN 
FRIARS. 

This  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  mod  beautiful 
and  magnificent  of  all  the  religious  ftruftures,  of  the 
monaftic  orders,  in  Newcaftle.  It  was  fituated  on 
the  left  hand  in  going  down  the  Manor-^bare,  on 
that  extenfive  piece  of  ground,  on  which  have  been 
inct  erefted  the  Freemen's  Hofpital,  Barber  &ax^ 
gcon's  HalU  &c.  of  which  we  will  give  an  account 
when  defcribing  the  Public  Buildings,  Charitable 
foundations,  &c.  It  was  founded  (fays  Wallis  in  his 
Taloable  account  of  the  ahtiquities  of  Northumber^ 
^)  by  William  Lord  Ros,  baron  of  Wark»  upon 
Tweed,  about  the  year  lapo. 

He  was  one  of  the  moft  potent  chieftains  of  the 
nocth,  and  the  branches  of  his  family  were  rendered 
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illuftrious  by  their  intermarriages  with  perfonages  of 
royal  defcent,  as  Robert  de  Ros  in  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry II.  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  William  king 
of  Scotland,  of  whom  Lord  William  defcended  in  di* 
re£t  lineage.    It  was  a  handfome  building,  adorned 
with  cloifters,  and  had  a  curious  chapel.     When  the 
ifland  was  unhappily  divided  into  two  diftindt,  and, 
too  often,  rival  kingdoms,  the  £ng1i(h  monarchs, 
when  on  their  march  northwards,  with  their  armies, 
generally  took  up  their  refidence  in  this  facred  recefs. 
It  was  honoured  by  Margaret,  eldeft  daughter  of 
king  Henry  VIL  who  was  fumptuoufly  entertained 
at  this  houfe,  along  with  the  mayor  and  principal 
people  of  Newcaftle.     That  princefs  was  then  af- 
fianced to  the  king  of  Scotland,  and  was  here,  with  a 
fplendid  retinue,  on  her  journey  to  that  kingdom,  on 
the  a4th  and  25th  of  July,  I503,     Bourne  fays,  that 
in  his  time,  there  was  dill  a  complete  quadi*angle  to 
be  feen,  the  fouth  fide  of  which   has  undoubtedtj 
been     the  chapel.      This    feems    to    have    been 
the  ancient  building,  for  Grey  fpeaks  of  fome  fump- 
tuous  additions  that  were  made  to  this  magnificent 
monaftery.     "  In  fucceeding  ages,  fays  he,  it  was  en- 
larged and  beautified,  with  ftately  buildings,  cloifters, 
and    a   fair    church/'       The  kings    of  England^ 
fince  the  conqueft,  fays  Bourne,  kept  houfe  in  it, 
when  they  came  with    a  royal  army  againft^  Scot- 
land.   And  finc%  the  fuppreflion  of  monafieries  in 
the  kingdom,  it  has  been  a  magazine  and  (lore* 
houfe  for  the  north  parts.      Of  late,  that  prince- 
ly fabric    has  been  laid   level  with  the  ground. 
•*  The  pride,  covctoufncfs,  luxury,  and  idolatry,  of 
thefe  houfes,  adds  the  reverend  author,    brought 
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doljcpce  and  voluptuous  luxury. '' 

The  order  was  that  of  St.  Auguftine,  contra Aed 
Audia*  The  name  refledled  honour  upon  jthi?  order ; 
it  is  a  pity,  if,  as  3ourne  fa^s,  this  order  refleded  dif- 
gr9ce  upon  the  name.  $t.  Auguftine  was  the  pioit 
celebrated  of  all  the  lliatin  fathers.  His  language  is 
£>  piife  and  cia/Iical,  his  fentiments  fo  original,  fo 
pious,  fo  fublime,  that,  let  any  one  read,  ^nd  enter 
}nt0  ttoe  fpirit  of  his  trad,  J)e  civitij^e  Dei,  he  will 
imagine  hiipfelf  tranfported  into  the  cel^ftial  abode;. 

They  were  of  the  hermits,  (inhabitants  ofthede- 
fcrt)  and  were  fent  into  England,  by  Lanfrank,  of 
Mftian«  the  firft  general  of  the  hermits  of  St.  Auftin, 
in  the  year  1252.  And  from  wandering  mendicant^, 
ibey  bad  the  addrefs  to  fecure  the  favour  of  the 
great  and  powerful,  and  fo  became  one  of  the  we^l- 
thieft,  and  moll  potent  orders,  lender  the  hierarchy  of 
Rome. 

The  celebrity  of  their  name,  and  the  reputed  fanc- 
ti^y  of  their  order,  procured  them  the  fiiepdHiip  of 
princes,  nobles,  barons,  wealthy  citizens,  and  mer- 
chants ;  fo  that  they  had  lands,  houfes,  rents,  tytheg 
of  manors,  ^c.  junijiterefting  to  our  readers,  and 
irkfome  to  ourfelves  to  enumerate,  chiefly  as  we  find 
thefc  holy  bcggers  made  fuch  a  fhameful  ule  of  the 
well^intended  benevolence  of  the  charitable,  and 
the  Yirtuous. 

By  an  ordinary  of  the  fraternity  of  yir.eavers  in 
Ncwcaftle-upon-Tyne,  dated  the  31ft  of  Auguft, 
1515,  every  brother  of  that  fociety  is  enjoined  to  be 
•*  At  theSante  Auguftine'^,  in  the  d^y?  of  the  exalta- 
cion  of  the .  .holy  crofle.  in  every  year,  and  on  the 
^umc  of  the  fame  to  go  to  the  dirge  and  fowle  ^afTe 
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to  be  done  for  the  breders  and  fufters  (brothers  and 
lifters)  of  the  faid  fellowlhips.  We  will  fee  curious 
fpecimens  of  this  farfical  mummery,  when  we  come  to 
treat  of  the  different  companies. 

It  is  remarkable  that  we  find  no  record,  of  any  men 
of  learning  among  Auguftine  friars,  in  Nevvcaftle ; 
although  there  may  have  been  fuch,  but  their 
names  and  memorial  periAied  in  the  general  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  monaftery. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  this  houfe  was  fuppreflcd  by 
Henry  VIII.  in  the  30th  year  of  his  reign.  Andrew 
Kell,  prior,  feven  brethren,  and  three  novices,  fur- 
rendering  their  houfe  January  9,  1539. 

The  Milbank  MSS.  informs  us,  that  when  king 
James  I.  came  to  the  throne  of  England,  in  the  firft 
year  of  his  reign,  this  monaftery  was  adorned  with 
cloifters,  and  a  fair  church,  which  a  Scot,  one  of  his 
attendants,  begged  of  James.  The  king  granting  it, 
the  rapacious  Scotfman  immediately  ftripped  it  of  its 
fine  roof  of  lead,  and  fold  it !  But  mark  the  juft  retri- 
bution of  heaven,  the  ftiip  that  was  carrying  to  a  fo- 
reign market  the  facrilegious  cargo,  was  itfelf  caft 
away !  The  ftones  of  the  monaftery,  the  fame 
prophane  Caledonian  fold  to  Sir  Peter  Riddle, 
wfeo,  with  them  built  the  fouth  front  of  his 
fine  houfe.  But  mark  again  the  divine  difpleafure, 
the  property  is  wrefted,  (fays  good  Mr  Bourne) 
from  the  pofterity  of  Sir  Peter,  and  has  devolved 
upon  captain  Dykes.  What  impiety  have  we  left  un- 
touched ! 

Out  of  its  ruins  has  fince  arofe  a  workhoufe  for  the 
employment  of  the  poor ;  a  houfe  of  correfticn  for 
the  unruly,  a  charity  fchool  for  the  indigent  children 
oi  All  Saints,  and  a  dwelling  for  the  mafter,  built 

1723; 


fieltttaOle  ti]t(m  c^e.  107 

1723  ;  all,  by  the  corporation,  to  whofe  pofleflion 
came  the  monaftery  and  the  adjacent  grounds  be- 
longing to  it,  after  the  diflblution  of  the  order.  The 
furgeon's  fine  hall,  and  two  of  the  public  hofpitals, 
ftand  on  part  of  the  ground  where  were  the  garden?  j 
of  the  monaftery.  Of  all  which  we  intend  giving  an 
account  in  their  proper  place. 

PRIORY  OF  ST.  MICHAEL  DE  WALL-KNOLL, 
Siyled,  Of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

We  have  already  obferved'ithat  the  Carmelites,  or 
White-Friars,  upon  their  arrival  in  Monkchefter  or 
Newcaftle,  had  a  fituation  granted  them  upon  WalU 
Knoll,  where  they  founded  a  monaftery,  which,  ii| 
procefs  of  time,  was  found  inadequate  for  their  ac- 
commodation, as  the  members  of  their  order  had  pro- 
digioufly  increafed.  They  therefore  deferted  this 
fituation,  and  choTe  one  large  and  fpacious,  near  the 
Poftern-gate,  in  Weftgate.ftrect. 

The  brethren  of  St  Michael  de  WoU-KnoU,  were 
alfo  termed  Trinitarians  or  Maturines,  ftyled.  Of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  for  the  redemption  of  captives ;  and 
were  brought  into  England  A.  D.  1224. 

Their  rule  was  that  of  St.  Auftin,  with  fome  pecu- 
liar conftitutions.  And  inftead  of  difguifing  them- 
fclves  with  black  or  grey  gowns,  cloaks,  cowls,  &c. 
like  the  fpirit  of  their  truly  laudable  inftitution,  they 
were  attired  in  white  robes,  with  a  red  and  blue  crofe 
upon  their  breafts. 

Their  revenues,  which  foon  became  ample,  were 
divided  into  three  parts  :  the  firft  was  for  their  own 
maintenance  ;  the  fecond  for  that  of  the  poor  ;  and 
the  third    for  the  redemption  of  chriftians   taken 
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captives  by  the  Turks,  Algerines,  and  oth^r  barba-* 
rous  infidels ;  amongft  whom  it  was  accounted,  irt 
thefe  dark  ages,  meritorious  to  torture  fuch  chriftiatis 
its  fell  into  their  hands,  with  6very  dreadful  fpecies  of 
cruelty. 

There  were  ten  or  twelve  houfes  of  this  humane 
and  benevolent  order,  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  fingular  circumftance  will  help  u$ 
to  difcover  the  foundation  charter  of  this  houfe. 
The  celebrated  Leland  in  his  Itinerary,  tells  us  "  that 
there  was  a  houfe  in  Barwyke,  ordinis  S.  Trinitatis, 
of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ttinity :  But  Antony 
Beke,  bylhope  of  Durefnie  (Durham)  deftroyed  it, 
(the  more  fliame  to  a  biihop !)  and  then  one  William 
Wakefelde,  mafter  of  the  hoUfe  in  Barwyke,  at  the 
<iefacing  of  it  came  to  Newcaflle,  and  by  aid  of  Gul. 
and  Laurence  Aaor.,brethrfene,  both  merchaunts  of 
Newcaftell,  builded  within  the  town  of  Newcaltell,  a 
houfe  of  the  religion  of  S.  Trinitatis,  where  Wake- 
felde himfelf  was  firft  mafter.**  Leland's  Itiner. 
vol.  8,  Accordingly,  \\^e  find  the  foundation  charter 
df  this  houfe  is  dated  the  Wednefday  before  Pente- 
coft  A.  D.  1360.  It  was  confirmed  by  the  bifliop  of 
Durham,  (furely  not  Antony  Beke}  Odober  2, 1361, 
and  by  the  dean  and  chapter  there,  April  20,  1363* 
The  founder  was  the  generous  Willian  de  Acton^ 
burgefs  of  Newcaftle.  This  houfe  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Michael ;  and  the  place  where  it  flood,  from  its 
elevated  fituation,  was  called  St  Michael's  Mount- 
William  de  Wakefelde  was  very  defervedly  ap- 
pointed the  firft  warden.  The  fociety  were  to  confift 
of  three  chaplains  of  this  order ;  one  whereof  was  to 
be  the  warden ;   and  three  poor  and  infirm  perfons, 
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and  three  clerks  to  teach  fchool  and  inftrud  in  the 
cha{>el  of  the  hoilfe« 

Their  fources  of  fupport  were,  a  tenement  which 
belonged  to  Hugh  de  Haldedby«  two  cellars  oppoiite 
to  Gale  trofs,  a  piece  of  ground  near  the  town- wall, 
a  rent  of  thirty '•three  (hillings  and  fourpence  (worth 
fifty  pounds  now)  from  a  houfe  near  Lorkburn ;  a 
fent  of  fifty.feven  Shillings  and  fourpence,  from  a 
tenement  In  Fleflier-rawe !  and  another  of  ten  (hil- 
lings, from  a  tenement  oppofite  Cale^crofs :  all  given 
by  the  truiy  benevolent  founder,  good  William  de 
AAon,  itifrankaimdi^ne,  free  alm^gift. 

The  mafter  of  St.  Robert's  (another  inflitution  of 
the  fame  order,  at  Knarclburgh,  in  YorkfhTe)  was 
appointed  vifitor>  to  vifit  them  annually;  about  Tri- 
nity Sunday ;  on  which  occafion,  the  mafter  of  St. 
Michael  Was  to  prefent  him  with  a  horfe-load  of  fifh, 
and  defray  the  expences  of  bis  journey.  Failing  him, 
the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  Newcaftle  were  to  be  his 
vifitofs.  Three  beds  were  aifo  to  be  kept  prepared 
for  accidental  guefts. 

King  Edward  HI.  1 361,  granted  a  licence  of  mort- 
main, to  enable  William  de  AAon  to  found  the  hof- 
pital  of  St.  Trinity  anew,  and  to  affign  property  to  it, 
to  the  vahie  of  fix  pounds  three  (hillings  and  four- 
pence  ;  all  in  Newcaftle,  in  part  of  their  fupport,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  fucceffors,  for  ever. 
To  obtain  which  licence,  the  good  William  de  Adlon 
paid  to  the  king  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds. 

The  fame  king  Edward  III.  1 370,  granted  a  licence 
of  mortmain  to  Thomas  Beutele,  chaplain,  to  enable 
him  to  affign  a  certain  void  place,  and  thirteen  (hil- 
lings and  fourpence  Of  rent  in  Newcaftle,  to  William 
de  Wakefelde,  keeper  or  warden^  and  minifter  of  the 
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Holy  Trinity,  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  of  the 
WalKKnoll  there,  and  the  brethren  of  that  houfe,  in 
aid  of  the  fupport  of  a  chaplain,  to  perform  divine 
fervice  for  the  fouls  of  Thomas  and  William  Thorold, 
their  fathers,  mothers,  and  anceftors ;  and  all  the 
faithful  departed,  daily,  in  St.  Nichohs'  church,  in 
that  town. 

Richard  II.  1394,  granted  a  licence  of  mortmain  to 
John  de  Bamburgh,  chaplain,  and  John  de  Refbani, 
of  Newcaftle,  to  empower  them  to  grant  three  mef- 
fuages,  fourteen  cottages,  one  toft,  three  gardens^  and 
thirteen  fhillings  of  rent,  in  that  town,  held  of  the 
king  in  free  burgage,  and  by  Agnes  de  Rippon,  for 
ber  life,  to  fupport  tor  ever  certain  charges,  accorduig 
to  the  ordering  of  the  faid  John  and  John,  on  this 
behalf. 

Richard  IL  I397f  gi'&^ted  a  licence  to  John  Gaudes 
iind  Robert  de  Alnewyk,  chaplains,  to  enable  them 
to  aflign  a  mefiuage,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  New- 
caftle,  held  in  burgage  of  the  king,  to  the  matter 
and  brethren  of  this  hofpital,  in  aid  of  their  fupport 
for  ever. 

And  the  excellent  Roger  de  Thornton  (never  want* 
iiig  in  a  good  adion)  bequeathed  two  fothers  of  lead 
to  the  reparation  of  their  houfe. 

Other  patent  grants  of  tenements  in  Gallewey- 
croft,  in  Shelde  felde,  and  Byker,  were  made  to  this 
humane  inftitution. 

We  hope  our  candid  readers  will  excufe  us  for 
once,  and  for  the  lad  time  too,  in  being  circumftan« 
tial  in  the  detail  of  the  origin,  intention,  and  means 
of  fupport,  for  ages,  of  this  truly  excellent  and  highly 
laudable  foundation ;  nor  do  we  find  a  fingle  charge 
againll  any  of  the  order,  one  frail  brother  e^^cepted ; 

he 
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he  was  convided  of  improper  intercourfe  with  one 
married  and  one  unmarried  woman.  His  name  was 
John  Felle ;  and  probably,  next  to  the  avarice  of 
Henry  VIII.  was  the  caufe  of  the  total  diflblution  of 
the  order. 

It  furrendered  on  the  loth  of  January,  1539,  and 
was  finally  diflblved,  and  all  its  valuable  lands,  gar- 
dens, mefiuages,  &c.  were  vefted  in  the  corporation, 
in  whofe  pofleffion  they  ftill  remain. 

Thus  wc  have,  in  the  preceding  pages,  given  a  fuc- 
cind  account  of  the  ancient  Roman  wall,  which  ran 
through  Newcaftle ;  and,  by  its  ftrength,  and  the 
fccurity  which  it  prefented  to  an  enterprifing  people, 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  fubfequent  grandeur 
and  increafing  wealth,  of  this  vaft  mart  of  domeftic 
and  foreign  trade  and  commerce  with  mod  civilized 
nations  of  the  world.  We  have  briefly  delineated  its 
walls,  towers,  and  gates,  by  which  it  fet  at  defiance, 
for  ages,  hoftile  invafion ;  and,  by  the  valour  of  its 
wardours  and  townfmen,  fecured  domeftic  property 
and  undifturbed  repofe. 

But  we  have  been  defignedly  more  particular  in 
defcribing  the  numerous  religious  foundations,  monaf* 
tfries,  and  convents,  with  which  this  town  abounded 
for  centuries,  probably  more  than  any  other  town 
or  city,  of  its  extent,  in  the  kingdom.  The  ame- 
nity of  its  fituation  drew  numbers  of  religious  from 
all  parts ;  the  ftrong  and  formidable  walls,  nigh  which 
all  the  monafteries  were  boilt,  preferved  them,  in 
genera],  in  fecurity ;  and  the  fuavity  of  manners,  and 
hofpitality  of  difpofition,  peculiar  to  the  people  of 
NQwcaitle  to  this  day,  retained  and  engaged  them. 

But  about  the  13th  and  14th  centuries  there  arofe 
a  general  difcootent  in  the  minds  of  thoughtful  and 
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intelligent  men,  when  they  obferved  the  vices  of  the 
lacred  order  burft  forth,  without  (}ifgui£c  or  reijtraint. 
Germany  and  France  called  aloud  for  reformation  ; 
l^Ut  the  papal  ear  was  deaf  to  their  tpo  w^U  founded 
rcmonftrances ;  while  fire  and  faggot  was  the  thr^^- 
tened  reward  of  their  audacity  and  infplence :  and 
the  flames  of  John  Hufs,  and  Jerpme  of  Prague,  were 
kindled,  a$  a  dreadful  caution  to  all  fuch,  let  their 
condition  of  life  be  ever  (q  exalted,  .as  fliould  d^re  Jo 
call  in  queftion,  even  the  mod  glaring  and  the  mod 
flagitious  couduft  of  the  clerical  orders.  Thi§  violent 
procedure  of  the  papal  court  precipijgted  the  over- 
throw of  its  power  in  many  of  the  moft  enlightened, 
as  well  as  warlike,  nations  of  Europe  j  while  the  con- 
tempt with  which  the  {rmtum  gravamina  (th«  hun- 
dred grievances)  of  the  Germans,  and  the  loud  com- 
plaints of  other  nations,  were  treated,  together  with 
,tfae  cruel  deaths  inflided  osn  the  beft  of  men,  by  bar- 
barous, bloody,  clerical  butchers,  excited  the  indig- 
nation  of  all  the  coafiderate  and  virtuous  in  Chriften- 
dom.  Nor  were  the  ears  of  Britons  inattentive  to 
the  powerful  call  for  a  reform  iq  the  whole  fyftem  of 
religion,  and  particularly  in  the  lives  and  deportment 
of  its  teachers,  fo  offenfivc  -and  crinfiinal  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world.  The  cry  was  particularly  loud  agaijift 
the  monadic  orders,  of  both  fexes.  Orders,  for  whofe 
exiftencc  there  is  neither  the  leaft  vcftige  of  fouoda- 
tiofi  in  facred  wrk,  nor  do  they  derive  aiiy  pQiMtnte- 
nance  from  ^leafoo  or  the  conftitution  of  human  na- 
ture :  whik  the  cdiehate  vow,  ajid  unnatural  reftraiwts 
upon  the  ianocent  propepfities  pf  mankind,  incited 
thefe  redufes  to  pra<aj«:es  fowl  and  flagitious,  by  the 
moft  deteftaWe  ^^tificatiofw.  Sut,  while  the  Ger- 
man wmwftanis  obtained  ikm  TtWgkow  liberf jr  at 
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the  point  of  the  fword,  Providence  employed  a  new 
and  very  unexpeded  mode  of  fecuring  this  celeftial 
bleffing  to  Britain ;  and  this  was  by  over-ruling  the 
luft,  and  direding  the  fiery  pailions  of  that  ftern 
and  furious  tyrant,  Henry  VIII.  againft  that  op- 
preffive  power,  of  whofe  faith  he  gloried  in  being 
(b^  defender.  Meantime  the  fpiritual  and  temporal 
tyrants  were  both  too  proud  to  make  the  fmalleft  re- 
ciprocal conceflion  :  the  one  entrenched  in  his  bulls 
and  anathemas ;  the  other  in  his  powerful  armies 
and  well-appointed  fleets.  Nor  did  Henry  ima- 
gine that  he  could  give  a  more  effedtual  blow  either 
to  the  pontifical  pride,  the  iniktiable  avarice,  or  the 
boundlefs  luxuries  of  his  haughty  rival,  than,  by 
one  bold  ftroke,  to  overthrow  the  monafteries,  nun- 
neries, and  cloifters,  in  his  whole  dominions;  and 
ilus  the  royal  barbarian  immediately  put  in  execu- 
tion, quartering  alive,  in  their  own  convents,  any 
who  dared  to  make  the  fmalleft  refiftance.  But  to 
vindicate,  to  the  furrounding  and  aftonifhed  nations, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  violence,  or,  as  he  alledged, 
the  propriety  of  his  procedure,  he  caufed  to  be  pub- 
liflied  to  tlje  world  fuch  a  lift  of  crimes,  that  were 
difcovered  (as  has  already  been  obferved)  in  thefe 
manjions  of  fan^ity^  as  filled  all  men  with  horror. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  monks  and  nuns  were  ex- 
pelled ;  the  monafteries,  containing  treafures  of  pro- 
digious value,  were  plundered ;  and,  to  confummate 
the  cataftrophe,  the  abbeys  were  ftripped'  of  their 
lands,  containing  at  leaft  one-fourth  part  of  the 
faireft  and  moft  fertile  domains  of  the  kingdom,  which 
were  annexed  to  the  crown,  or  reftored  to  ancient 
and  illuftrious  families,  reduced  to  indigence  by  the 
art  and  addrefs  of  their  tyrannical  confeiTors. 
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Nor  did  the  monaftcries,  priories,  and  nunneries  of 
Newcaftle,  numerous  and  rich  as  they  were,  efcapc 
the  rapacity  of  the  royal,  rough  reformer ;  and  what 
had  employed  the  unremitting  energy  and  the  pro- 
foundeft  addrefs  of  that  powerful  body,  the  clergy, 
to  rear  and  maintain,  was,  as  if  by  a  fudden  political 
cxplofion,  in  a  moment  laid  in  rums.     The  devotee, 
and  the  votary  of  clerical  power,  join  in  execrating 
the  arm  that  dealt  the  deadly  blow.     Even  Mr. 
Brand,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  defcribing  the 
ruinated  condition  of  the  once  ftately  monaftery  of 
the  Black  Friars,  obferves  :  **  The  weft  window  of 
the  chapel,  now  partly  built  up,  ftill  difcovers  it  to 
have  been  a  moft  elegant  defign,  and  beautiful  exe- 
cution.    The  whole  pile  has  ftill  a  monaftic  appear, 
ance,  and  affords  a  mournful  inftancc  of  the  viciffi. 
tude  of  all  human  things.     Once  the  recefs  uf  a  re- 
fpedlable  order  of  religious,  who  were  the  fole  patrons 
and  pofieflbrs  of  the  learning  of  their  times,  it  is  now 
tenanted  by  ignorant  old  women :  fome  of  it  is  con- 
verted into  ftabling,  and  its  out-offices  are  appropri- 
ated to  the  feeding  of  hogs." — Brandos  Hift.  vol.  i. 
p.  134 — Note. 

Upon  which  paifage,  the  ingenious  Reviewers 
apoftrophixe  with  too  much  truth : — "  As  to  the 
learning  and  theological  knowledge,  which  the  re* 
rerend  author  aflerts  were  monopolized  by  thefe 
ghoftly  tenants  of  cloifters,  and  the  deftruftion  of 
which  he  feems  fo  pathetically  to  lament,  we  have  a 
wretched  fpecimen,  as  quoted  by  himfelf,  in  the 
doughty  difpute  among  the  doctors  of  St.  Andrew*s, 
whether  the  Pater  Nojler  (the  Lord's  Prayer)  fliould 
be  addrefled  to  the  faints,  or  not ;  or,  if  it  ihould, 
with  what  degree  of  devotion  ought  it  to  be  ad- 
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diefled ;— whether  to  God,  primario  (firftly),  and  to 
the  faints,  fecundario  (fecondly)  ;-^-to  God,  princu 
palker  (principally),  to  the  faints,  minus  principalis 
tcr  (left  principally).  What  a  fund  of  theological 
kaming,  loft !  gone,  forever  !'•  As  to  thefe  halls  of 
grey  renown  being  tenanted  now  by  "  ignorant  old 
women/'  they  a«ld :  "  Yet  there  is  not  an  old  wo- 
man there,  that  is  fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that 
God  Almighty  is  alone  the  objed  of  worihip.  That 
the  venerable  pile  is  inhabited  by  decayed  tradefmen 
and  mechanics,  who  have  virtuouily  fpent  the  vi« 
gour  of  their  days  in  bufine0es  ufeful  to  fociety,  and 
have  fitted  up  decent  nx>ms  in  thefe  defolated  man- 
fions,  as  calm  retreats  in  their  evening  of  life,  is  pro<- 
bably  ferving  an  equally  valuable  purpofe,  as  when, 
in  the  former  times  of  their  fpleador  and  affluence,  a 
black  fwarm  of  lazy  drones  of  monks  rioted  there  in 
ignoraoce,  luxury,  and  vice !" 

Thus  we  have  attempted  an  account  oi  things  Ant 
are  now  no  more.  It  is  proper,  then,  to  proceed  in 
the  profecution  of  our  plan,  by  giving  a  delineation 
of  tbingt  that  now  exiji.  Previous,  however,  to  our 
entering  upon  the  more  confequential  fubjedts  of  our 
hi/lory,  it  will  be  proper  to  prefent  oar  readers  with 
a  difttnd  account  of  the  ftreets,  lanes,  &c.  which 
communicate  with  the  principal  ftreets,  and  likesvife 
fome  of  the  new  buildings  that  are  more  particularly 
worthy  of  notice. 

We  have  already  made  fome  remarks  on  Weft- 
gate-ftreet ;  near  the  head  of  which,  to  the  right,  is 
a  beautiful  new  Square,  called  Charlotte<^£quare,  fpa- 
cicMis  and  airy,  and  containing  many  elegant  houfes, 
poflfefled  by  opulent  and  faOiionable  inhabitants.  It 
was  built  by  Mr.  Newton,  archited,  who  likewife 
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byilt  St.  Anne's  chapel  and  the  New  Affembly 
Rooms,  and  who  died  very  lately. 

From  a  divifion  of  Weftgate-ftreet,  fronting  the 
Afleiiibly  Rooms,  the  Ihort  ftreet  next  that  beauti- 
ful building  is  called  Fenkle-ftreet ;  from  which,  to 
the  right,  is  a  pretty  long  winding  ftreet,  called 
Shod- Friar-chare,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  Black- 
Friars*  xnonaftery,  whofe  fraternity  wore  fhoes,  as 
thofe  of  the  Grey-Friars  went  bare-footed.  But  it  is 
now  ufually  called  Low-Friar- chare,  in  contradif- 
tindion  to  the  upper,  or  High-Friar-chare,  near 
Newgate, 

In  this  ftreet,  which  contains  feveral  valuable  tan- 
neries, the  property  of  Alderman  Yielder,  &c.  is 
an  edifice  worthy  of  a  particular  and  minute  de«- 
fcription;  we  mean  the  public  difpenfary  for  the 
relief  of  indigent  patients  at  their  own  houfes.  In- 
oculation,  not  only  gratis  for  the  operation,  but 
attended  with  a  gratuity,  (no  where  elfe  granted, 
we  believp)  to  enable  the  relations  to  attend  the  pa- 
tients till  they  recover.  We  are  prevented,  how- 
ever, by  our  plan,  from  gratifying  our  readers  with 
a  full  account  of  this  truly  excellent  and  humane 
inftitution,  till  we  come  to  that  material  divifion  of 
our  work,  Charitable  Foundations^  l^c. 

In  coming  down  Weftgate-ftreet,  by  the  weft  end 
of  St.  John's  church,  there  is  a  fmall  but  clean  ftreet, 
called  St.  John's-lane,  inhabited  moftly  by  private 
perfdns.  It  communicates  with  the  Bigg-market, 
near  the  Nun- gate. 

Further  down,  ftill  on  the  left,  we  come  to  Pud- 
ding-chare. It  ought  to  be  named,  fays  Bourne, 
Budding-chare  ;  and  that  formerly  there  was  a  cha- 
ritable 


30etDcaQle  upon  C^ne.  n? 


ritable  inflitution  here  for  the  poor,  but  it  has  long 
been  erazed.  This  ftreet  has  nothing  to  recommend 
it  to  notice,  being  in  general  unfightly,  dark,  and 
dirty.  It  communicates  with  St*  John's  church-yard, 
or  rather  with  a  foot-way,  railed  off  at  the  end  of  it, 
called,  from  its  vicinity  to  a  large  repofitory  of  the 
dead,  '*  Graves-end-walk,"  by  another  fmall  ftreet, 
called  Rofemary-lane. 

But  our  attention  is  here  arretted  by  feeing  in  this 
pleafanc  recefs  the  front  of  the  Lying-in  Hofpital  for 
poor  married  woman  ;  and,  to  complete  the  benevo- 
lent eftablifhment,  an  additional  charity  was  infti- 
tuted  in  1761  for  poor  lying-in  women  at  their  own 
habitations,  in  NewcalUe  and  Gatefliead.  When 
we  come  to  defcribe  the  public  charitable  inllitu- 
tioos,  we  fhall,  with  particular  fatisfa&ion,  give  a 
full  detail  of  thb  truly  laudable  one.  Pudding- 
chare  joins  the  head  of  Groat-market-ftreet. 

Further  down,  on  the  fame  iide,  is  a  chare,  or  lane, 
called  Denton-chare ;  and  leads  by  a  ftrait  line  to 
the  weft  end  of  St.  Nicholas'  church.  It  is  narrow, 
but  the  houfes  on  each  fide  are  not  high,  and  there- 
fore  It  is  light,  and  handfomely  paved  with  flag-ftones. 
It  is  almoft  one  continued  ftiop  of  fruits,  of  the  moft 
ufeful  and  pleafant  kinds. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  ftreet,  further  down,  we 
come  to  a  ftiort  wide  ftreet,  called  Back-Row.  It 
leads  from  the  foot  of  Weftgate,  weftward,  to  the 
Poftern  in  the  town  wall  called  Wliite-Friar-^te* 
The  Poftern-ftreet  contains  nothing  particular,  ex- 
cept  a  neat  chapel,  which  has  lately  been  ereded  for 
the  diflenters  formerly  in  connedion  with  the  late 
countcis  of  Huntingdon,  of  which  an  account  will  be 
given  under  the  head  of  churches  and  chapels.  Next 

the 


1x8  SR^sttial  |>ifiorp  of 

the  gate»  by  the  right  band,  is  a  row  of  moft  delight- 
ful houfes,  near  to  the  town-wall,  but  quite  overlook* 
ing  it,  and  commanding  a  charming  profped  towards 
Rkyenfworth.caftle»  Windmill-hills,  &c.  It  is  called 
(not  improperly)  Paradife-row.  It  extends  weflward 
to  a  fine  open  green  area,  belonging  to  tbe  Spital, 
and  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  fcholars  of  tbe 
Royal  Grammar-fchool,  as  a  place  of  amufement  in 
the  intervals  of  learning. 

Back-row  extends  eaftward  to  the  gate  of  the  caftle, 
(not  mis-called)  the  Black-gate.  It  was,  in  old 
times,  named  the  Gallow^gate ;  as  prifoners  found 
guilty  are  brought  from  the  county  prifon,  in  the  old 
cadle,  by  this  ftreet,  in  their  way  to  the  gallows,  with- 
out Weftgate, 

Next  to  the  Back-row  is  Bayly-gate,  or  BaihiT-gate. 
It  leads  towards  the  cafUe,  into  which  it  has  unciently 
conduded  by  a  poftern-gate.  Bourne  fays,  that  it 
obtained  this  name  from  the  felons  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland  coming  along  this  ftreet,  attended 
by  the  county  bailiffs.  It  is  not  altogether  impro- 
bable that  this  might  have  been  the  occafion  of  fo 
naming  it ;  as,  in  thofe  days  of  turbulence  and  dif- 
fention,  it  would  require  a  little  hoft  of  bailiflS,  well 
armed,  to  guard  and  convey  half  a  fcore  ot  thofe  fons 
of  violence  to  the  frightful  place  of  confinement  in 
the  callle.  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  his  admirable  Hiftory 
of  Scotland,  tells  us,  that  in  the  days  of  the  unfortu- 
nate, beautiful  Mary,  when  regent  Murray  went  on 
a  judiciary  progrefs  towards  the  borders,  in  order  to 
rid  the  country  of  marauders,  he  was  attended  by 
an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men,  with  all  the  fheriffs, 
and  their  refpedive  attendants,  of  the  different  coun- 
ties through  which  he  paffed. 

But 
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But  Mr.  Brand  is  not  pleafed  with  this  deriTation, 
and  lays,  that  it  plainly  had  its  name  from  the  Bsd- 
Hum  of  the  callle.  It  is,  however,  of  little  or  no 
confequence,  what  was  its  t^ue  etymon. 

The  eaft  end  of  this  ftreet  is  interfefted  by  the 
paflage  from  the  defcent  into  the  Clofe,  called  Long- 
ftaiis,  which,  from  thence  to  the  eaft  end  of  the  Back- 
row,  is  at  prefent  called  Queen-ftreet.  There  is  a 
communication  between  the  head  of  Long-ftairs  and 
Caftie-ftairs,  called  Bank-iide,  and  a  dill  ihorter  by  a 
fabterraneous  or  arched  paflage  called  Sheep-Head* 
aOcy. 

The  names  of  thefe  places  feem  uncouth  and  con- 
temptible to  the  modern  and  poli(faed  inhabitants  of 
Newcaftle;  but  in  former  times,  when  the  cattle, 
with  its  ftrong  environs,  commanded  and  defended 
the  town,  they  were  then  of  great  confequence. 

From  the  fouth^wefl.  corner  of  Bailiff-gate  to  the 
Tuthill-ftairs,  at  the  foot  of  Weftgate-ftreet,  is  a  beau- 
tiful termination  of  it  by  fpacious  andfplendid  houfes, 
which  have  the  name  of  Clavering-place  ;  furpaffed 
ftfll  by  thofe  on  the  oppofite  fide,  in  point  of  regula- 
rity and  fituation,  called  Hanover*fquare.  No  part 
in  or  about  Newcaftle  excels,  or  indeed  equab,  the 
charming  profpeft  which  thefe  delightful  abodes  com- 
mand, from  the  vicinity  of  White-Friar  tower,  of  the 
river,  Whickham,  Axwell  Park-houfe,  &c. 

Nearly  at  the  end  of  Pudding-chare,  the  ftreet 

called  Bigg,  or  Oat-market,  branches  out  into  three 

diviiions.     That  next  to  Weftgate-ftreet  is  called  thp 

Meal  or  Groat-market ;  that  next  to  it  is  named  the 

Middle -ftreet;  and  that  next  to  Pilgrim-ftreet,  the 

Fle(h-market« 

The 
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The  Bigg-market  was  fo  named,  not  for  its  fpacious 
extent  of  area,  which  indeed  is  very  large,  but  froni 
a  kind  of  grain  called  bigg  being  fold  here. 

Meal-market,  or  Oatmeal-market,  was  fo  named 
as  being  the  daily  market  for  that  commodity.  It 
was  called  alfo  Groat-market,  from  this  article  being 
fold  here.  Thefe  neceflaries  of  life  are  not  now  con- 
fined to  any  particular  ftreet,  but  may  be  had  in  the 
flour,  (hops  in  every  quarter  of  the  town.  What 
name  it  had  formerly^  fays  Mr.  Bourne,  I  know  not, 
but  this  is  certain,  that  it  has  retained  its  prefent 
name  of  the  Groat-market  above  two  hundred  years* 
It  contains  many  Ihops  for  hardware,  linen  and 
woollen-drapers,  bookfellers,  &c.  It  has  long  been 
known  as  the  ftreet  where  houfehold  furniture  of  all 
kinds  may  at  any  time  be  purchafed.  Here  alfo  were 
the  Old  Affembly  Rooms,  which  are  now  appropri- 
ated to  the  ufe  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  So- 
ciety, as  a  place  of  meeting,  and  a  repofitory  for 
their  valuable  and  extenlivc  library,  inftruments,  na- 
tural  curiolities,  &c. — A  particular  account  of  this 
will  be  given  when  we  come  to  defcribe  the  other 
public  inftitutions. 

The  Middle-ftreet  is  fo  called  from  being  between 
the  Groat-market  and  the  Flefti-market.  It  has  no- 
thing ftriking  in  its  appearance.  It  had  formerly 
three  namei;  the  upper  part  was  called  Skinner- 
gate,  the  lower  parts  Spurrier-gate  and  Sadler-gate. 
It  is  a  place  where  all  forts  of  artificers  have  their 
(hops  andhoufes^  *^ 

Between  the  foot  of  this  ftreet  and  the  Groat-mar- 
ket, is  the  Wool-market,  kept  for  that  commodity 
every  Saturday. 

The 
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The  Flefh-market  is  on  the  north-eaft  fide,  next  to 
Pilgrini.ftreet.  It  is  large  and  broad  at  the  bottom, 
but  it  gradually  narrows  towards  the  High-Bridge, 
where  it  terminates.  As  it  is  a  place  of  great  confe- 
quencc,  vvc  will  be  the  more  particular  in  our  defcrip- 
tion  of  it. 

Grey  tells  us  us,  "  that  when  the  good  men  of  this 
tow^n  began  to  trade,  and  venture  abroad  beyond  the 
feas,  they  built  many  fliips,  and  procured  a  charter 
from  the  kings  of  England,  to  carry  felt  beyond  feas, 
and  to  bring  in  foreign  commodities.  The  ftaple 
was  then  at  Antwerp,  in  Brabant,  called  Commune 
totius  Europa  Emporium^  The  common  Emporium  of 
all  Europe.  The  charter  of  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers in  Newcaftle  was  the  firft  charter  that  was 
granted  by  any  king  to  any  town. 

•'  After  this  grant,  this  town  flouriflied  in  trading, 
built  many  fair  houfes  in  the  Fleih-market,  then 
called  the  Cloth-market.  The  merchants  had  their 
Ihops  and  warehoufes  in  the  back  part  of  their 
houfes.  The  river  Tyne  flowed  ^nd  ebbed  here, 
and  boats  came  up  with  commodities ;  which  trade 
continued  many  years. 

*•  In  this  ftreet,  the  mayors,  (before  the  manfion- 
houfe  was  ereded)  aldermen^  and  richeft  men  of  the 
town,  lived.'* 

Part  of  the  prefent  Flefli-market  was  called  the 
Ctetb-market,  and  part  of  it  the  Fleih-market  and 
Fiih-market.  This,  adds  Mr.  Bourne,  was  the  mar- 
ket for  the  fi(h  which  came  up  in  boats  to  the  Ne^ 
ther-dean-bridge,  or  Low-bridge,  before  the  em- 
bankment  of  the  Tyne,  by  the  large  and  commo- 
dious quay.  The  market  for  all  kinds  of  flefli-meat, 
held  here  every  Saturday,  is  probably  the  largeft 
and  beft  ilored  iingle  market  of  any  in  the  kingdom. 
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A  ftranger  is  ftruck  with  furprife  when  he  views  the 
long  and  extended  rows  of  butchers'  ftalls,  loaded 
with  meat  of  the  richeft  and  mod  delicious  kinds  ; 
the  mutton,  beef,  &c.  being  moftly  of  the  Scotch  or 
Northumberland  breed,  and  fattened  in  the  rich 
paftures  of  the  graziers  in  the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle, 
poffefs  a  flavour  unknown  in  the  more  fouthern 
counties.  But  wp  will  fpeak  of  this  more  fully  af- 
terwards, when  defcribing  the  fupplies  and  provi- 
fionsofNewcaaie,  fairs,  markets,  &c. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Flefh-market  ftood  the  Cord* 
wainers*  meeting-houfe,  which,  in  the  year  1789, 
was  pulled  down,  and  a  new  hall  for  the  meetings  of 
that  numerous  body,  as  alfo  a  leather-houfe,  were 
built  in  the  middle  of  the  High-bridge.  A  weigh- 
houfe,  conftruded  of  wood,  for  afcertaining  difputcd 
weight  of  butcher's  meat,  and  for  weighing  large 
joints,  is  fitted  up  on  the  fite  of  the  former  Cord- 
wainers'  Hall. 

On  the  upper  or  north  end  of  the  Flefh-market  is 
the  High-bridge,  or  Upper-dean-bridge,  to  diftin- 
guilh  it  from  the  Nether,  or  Low-bridge,  and  con- 
dufts  from  the  foot  of  the  Bigg-market  to  Pilgrim- 
ftreet.  It  had  this  name  of  High-bridge  from  its 
having  a  bridge  over  a  bourn  or  runner,  that  ftill 
flows  pad  the  Poft-office  and  under  Dean-fl:rect. 
The  arch  of  the  High-bridge  was  probably  level  with 
the  ftreet ;  but  before  the  great  alteration  further 
down  the  dean,  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  the  bourn 
were  of  a  great  afcent ;  fo  that  when  the  Roman 
wall  ran  over  this  ftream,  by  the  Low-bridge,  to  the 
caft  end  of  St.  Nicholas'  church-yard,  that  commu. 
nication  was  of  great  height,  and,  like  all  the  works 
of  that  mighty  people,  ftrongly  built. 

The  corporation  of  Newcaftle  built,  fome  yea« 

ago. 
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ago,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  weft  end  of  this  ftreet, 
a  covered  place  for  a  market  for  poultry,  &.c.  and 
another  adjoining  for  the  fale  of  butter,  which  mar- 
kets are  held  here  accordingly  every  Saturday. 

During  the  prefent  war,  the  Poultry-market  has 
been  fitted  up  for  a  temporary  guard-houfe,  and  for 
horfe-artillery,  ftores,  &c.  while  the  eaft  extremity 
has  been,  during  the  fevere  months  of  two  winters 
paft,  converted  into  a  large  foup-kitchen,  where 
thoufands,  ready  to  perifti,  have  been  comfortably 
relieved.  Of  which  an  account  will  afterwards  be 
given. 

From  Nun-gate  we  come  along  a  large,  wide,  well- 
paved  ftreet,  with  many  handfome  houies  on  both 
fides.  It  has  the  general  name  of  the  White  Crofs, 
from  a  crofs  of  that  name  placed  in  the  middle  of 
thcftreet.     See  afterwards. 

Approaching  St.  Andrew's  church,  we  come  to 
Darn-crook.  The  buildings  are  moftly  tanneries, 
which,  however  ufeful  to  a  large  commercial  town, 
have  nothing  to  attradl  the^  attention  of  the  hiftorian. 
Acrofe  the  ftreet  is  a  little  runner^  arched  over, 
which  fixes  the  limits  of  liberty  to  walk,  by  debtors 
Dot  confined  to  clofe  prifon,  and  is  known  by  the 
name  of  Execution-Dock.*  All  this  vicinity  is 
named,  in  general,  Newgate-ftreet.  Here  are  fome 
0^2  pleafant 

•  The  word  Dock^  or  Doke^  in  a  gloflary  of  the  EiTex  dialed, 
fignifies  rivulet,  or  runner ;  which,  indeed,  is  extremely  prol>a* 
bit— It  is  remarkable,  that  the  abbey  or  palace  of  Hollyrood, 
in  Edinburgh,  and  the  adjacent  houfes,  have  for  ages  ferved  as 
20  afylom  for  Great  Villains,  felony  and  treafon  excepted ;  and 
when  once  the  fugitive  from  juftice  fteps  over  the  Mbey-Jlrand^  he 
cu  fet  at  defiance  all  the  peace-officers  in  Scotland.    Littlb 

ROGUSIt 
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pkafant  buildings,  particularly  in  Green-court,  &c. 
A  long  winding  ftreet,  with  very  few  houfes  on 
the  fouth  fide,  while  the  town  wall,  mouldering  into 
ruin,  prefcnts  its  defolations  on  the  north,  is  called 
High-Friar.ftreet,  and  leads  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate. 

The  suburbs  of  NEWGATE. 

Without  Newgate,  over  which  is  the  town  prifon, 
to  the  left,  is  the  ftreet  called  Gallovv-gate,  Its  ety- 
mology, if  not  very  high  founding,  is  of  eafy  deri- 
vation, it  being  the  road  by  which  malefadors  under 
the  jurifdiftion  of  Newcaftle  are  conduced  to  the 
gallows.  This  difmal  place,  where  the  fatal  tree 
ftands,  is  very  low,  and  is  named  the  Gallows^Hole. 
Adjacent  are  fome  wind-mills  belonging  to  Mr.  Dar- 
nell, of  large  conftrudion,  for  grinding  corn. 
'  The  Gallow.gate  has  nothing  to  recommend  it, 
cither  for  its  name  to  pleafe  the  ear,  or  its  houfes  to 
pleafe  the  eye. 

To  the  honour,  however,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Newcaftle,  there  are  fewer  culprits  pafs  this  lament, 
able  road,  to  receive  the  legal  reward  of  their  crimes, 
than  probably  in  any  town  in  England  of  its  fize 
and  numerous  employments. 

At  the  top  of  this  ftreet  is  a  lane,  which  brings  us 
clofe  almoft  by  the  walls,  to  the  great  military  road 
that  leads  to  Carlifle. 

The  fuburbs,  both  of  New-gate  and  of  Pilgrim- gate. 
Grey  informs  Us,  were  ruined  in  the  civil  wars,  or,  as 

Mr. 


Rogues,  who  cannot  pay  for  lodgings  in  the  privileged  royal 
refidcncc,  mud  fuffer  imprifonmcnt. 
«<  Small  rogues  hang,  that  greater  ones  may  dine."-*Po?E. 
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Mr.  Brand  terms  it,  the  grand  rebellion  by  the  Scots .• 
—When  that  nation  refented  the  encroachments  on 
their  religious  liberties,  and  were  invited  to  join  their 
forces  with  their  brethren  on  the  fcuth  of  the  Tweed, 
who  were  equally  jealous  of  the  infringements  made 
upon  their  civil  liberties,  it  was  little  wonder  that 
Newcaftlc,  which  zealoufly  flood  by  the  royal  caufe, 
fufiered  in  the  mighty  conflid :  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  befieging  army,  finding  refiftance  from  Sir 
John  Marley,  the  mayor,  and  a  powerful  party,  de- 
ftroyed  the  fuburbs,  in  order  that  their  battering  can- 
non might  play  upon  the  walls  with  more  etFed. 

To  the  right-hand,  without  Newgate,  is  a  ftreet, 
called  formerly  Sidgate,  now  Percy-ftreet,  that,  how- 
ever contemptible  in  Mr.  Bourne's  time,  bids  fair,  by 
recent  improvements,  to  become  one  of  the  moll 
fafliionable  parts  of  the  town.  The  fine  and  produc- 
tive gardens  and  nurferies  of  the  late  Mr.  Michael 
CaUender  have  been  converted  into  areas  for  building 
by  his  fon ;  and  already  a  new  ilreet  runs  up  from 
Percy-ftreet  to  Strawberry-lane.  Building,  all  along 
a  lane  called  Blindman's-lane,  goes  rapidly  forward. 
On  the  left  hand  of  Percy-ftreet,  a  litde  higher  up, 
was  formerly  a  burying-place  for  diffenters.  In  this 
ground  feveral  eminent  and  worthy  clergymen  of 
that  denomination,  and  many  other  refpeclable  cha- 
raders,  lie  interred.  It  is  rather  curious  to  be 
informed  by  Mr.  Brand,  that  he  read  a  public  regif- 

ter 

•  But  let  us  hear  who  was  the  real  dcftroycr  of  the  fuburbs  of 
Newcaftlc.  WaUis  fays,  that  when  General  Leflie  commanded 
the  Scots,  who  were,  in  1643,  befieging  Newcallle,  the  Marquis 
of  Newcaftle,  then  governor  for  the  icing,  burnt  down  one  hun^ 
dred  honib  in  the  fuburbs. 
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tcr  in  St,  Andrew's  church  ve^ry,  intimating,  that 
there  was  a  burying. place  in  Sidgate  of  the  ••  quigs/' 
(whigs.)  And  to  this  day,  diffenters,  in  many  parts  of 
Northumberland,  are  termed  whigs— ^^tbe  higheft 
title  of  honour,  as  Lord  North  faid  in  Parliament, 
that  can  be  beftowed  on  a  Briton,  and  he  bqafted 
that  he  was  fincerely  a  whig  himfelf. 

In  Percy.ftreet  are  many  elegant  houfes,  with  plea- 
iknt  gardens  towards  the  Leafowes.  The  ftreet  is 
wide  and  airy ;  the  fituation,  all  the  way  to  the  Bar- 
ras- bridge,^  is  exceedingly  delightful  and  healthy. 
This  bridge,  over  a  fteep  dean,  was  formerly  nar- 
row, ill-built,  and  in  dark  nights  dangerous  to  paflen- 
gcrs,  efpecially  on  horfeback.  Of  late  it  has  been 
widened  about  double  its  former  extent,  with  a  flag- 
ged foot-way  on  each  fide,  and  is  now  made  exceed- 
ingly convenient. 

In  turning  to  the  right  hand  from  the  north  end 
of  Percy-ftrect  we  enter  the  town  again  by  the  long- 
cft,  lighteft,  and  moft  elegant  ftreet  in  Newcaille.  It 
bin  general  called  Pilgrim-ftreet,  from  the  number 
of  pilgrims  who  took  up  their  refidence  in  this 
ilreet,  on  their  road  to  perform  their  devotions  at  Jef- 
mond,  that  is,  Jefus'  Mount.  Immediately  upon  our 
entering  into  this  ftreet,  on  the  left,  there  is  a  hand- 
fome  lane,  called  Vine4ane,  with  a  few  agreeable 
boufes;  but  pafling  down  into  what  is  called  the 
Dean,  or  Pandon-dean,  we  literally  have,  what  Mr. 
Bourne  wifhed,  to  this  retired  vale,  a  fmall  ftream, 
with  a  pleafant  walk  ;  for  this  long  winding  hollow 
piece  of  ground,  which  was  wafte  and  wild,  covered 
with  brambles  and  thorns,  is  now  totally  converted, 
by  the  hand  of  induftry,  into  a  vaft  number  of  plea- 
fant though  fmall  gardens,   for  the  recreation  of 

many 
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many  of  the  induftrious  tradefmen  of  Newcaftle.  In 
a  fine  morning  of  May,  to  a  lover  of  retirement, 
kw  walks  can  be  more  friendly  to  rational  refledion, 
than  that  of  Pandon-dean. 

From  the  top  of  Pilgrim-ftreet  to  Pilgrim-gate,  it 
is  named  Northumberland-ftreet ;  part  of  which  was 
called  Pedlar  or  Pethar-row,  from  its  being  built  by 
a  fuccefsful  man  of  bufinefs,  whofe  younger  days 
were  fpent  as  a  pedeftrian  merchant,  and  who,  get* 
ting  forward  in  life,  built  a  number  of  thefe  pleafant 
houfes,  which  ftill  go  by  that  appellation,  with  fine 
fmall  gardens  adjoining.  Newcaftle  does  not,  in 
any  of  its  ftreets,  prefent  more  elegant,  fpacious,  and 
finely  buiit  houfes,  than  are  to  be  tound  in  this. 

The  late  Alderman  Hedley's  houfe  generally  at- 
trafts  the  attention  of  the  ftrangen  It  is  conftrufted 
with  the  exacted  fymmctry  of  defign,  and  having 
the  advantage  of  a  fpacious  ftreet  in  front,  has  a  fine 
effeft.  Since  the  death  of  that  gentleman,  it  is  ge- 
nerally rented  by  the  commanding  officer  of  tht 
troops  (lationed  in  Newcaftle,  who  finds  it  conveni- 
ent, as  they  commonly  parade  in  this  ftreet.  But  the 
pride  and  boaft  of  Northumberland-ftreet  is  Saville- 
row.  This  is  truly  a  range  of  grand  buildings.  It 
bad  its  name  from  the  late  amiable  and  excellent 
Sir  George  Saville,  who,  during  the  American  war, 
in  the  years  1776  and  1*777,  refided  here  as  colonel 
of  the  Beverly  Buffs.  He  endeared  himfelf  to  all 
ranks  of  people  in  this  country.  Indeed,  his  pa- 
triotifm  as  a  fenator,  his  talents  as  a  philofopher,  his 
humanity,  condefcenfion,  and  liberality  as  a  man, 
(while  his  ample  fortune  gave  full  fcope  to  the  exer- 
tion of  his  benevolence)  made  him  the  darling  of  the 
regiment  he  commanded,  and  the  objed  of  univerfal 
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cfteem  ;  a  few  interefted  courtiers  excepted.  From 
this  illuftrious  charader  Saville-row  had  its  name. 
At  the  end  of  Saville-row  is  a  neat  little  place,  called 
Saville-court ;  and  adjoining  to  it  are  fome  hand- 
fome  buildings,  named  Queen.fquare,  of  which  only 
two  angles  are  yet  conflruded.  A  little  further 
down  Northumberland-ftrcet,  on  the  fame  fide,  is 
Lifle-ftreet,  which  is  lefs  (howy  than  Saville-row.  but 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  fine  houfes,  and  one  lefiTer 
ftreet,  interfering  it,  called  Princes-ftreet,  running 
into  Saville-row,  and  confiding  of  very  commodious 
dwellings.  At  the  foot  of  Northumberland^ftreet, 
near  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate,  is  a  range  of  very  neat 
houfes,  which  bears  the  name  of  Northumberland* 
place,  and  direftly  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  Northum- 
berland-court, forming  a  paflage  into  the  grounds  be- 
hind. Many  of  the  houfes  in  Northumberland- 
ftreet,  cfpecially  thofe  on  the  eaft  fide,  being  on  an 
elevated  fituation,  command  a  fine  profpeft  north- 
ward  and  eaftward  ;  Shieldfield,  Byker,  Heaton-hall, 
and  places  adjacent,  with  part  of  the  county  of 
Durham,  being  in  full  view.  In  former  times,  they 
built  for  ftrength  and  fafety.  Hoftile  invafions,  ma- 
rauding free-booters,  and  mofs-troopers,  ceafing  now 
to  cxift,  the  gentlemen  of  Newcaftle,  after  tranfaA- 
ing  bufinefs  for  thoufands,  retire  from  their  compt- 
ing-houfes  to  thofe  delightful  habitations,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftrious  adivity, 
undifquieted,  amidft  their  fmiling,  happy  families. 

When  welcome  within  Pilgrim.ftreet  Gate,  to 
the  left  is  a  lane  that  leads  clofe  by  the  wall, 
which  here  is  nearly  entire,  to  the  field  called  Car- 
liol  Croft.  Through  this  extenfive  field  there  is  a 
walk,  prefenting  a  profpedt  of  many  hanging  gar. 
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dcrts  oo  the  right;  while  from  the  walls  we  have  a 
truly  pictiireFque  and  extenfive  view  almoft  in  all 
direAions.  PaflSng  the  large  brewery  (of  which  an 
aocount  will  be  given)  belonging  to  Graham  Clark, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  of  cxtenfive  concerns,  poffeffing 
great  talents  for  bufinefs,  and  to  whom  the  town  has 
been  a«  much  indebted,  for  the  extenfion  of  its  fo- 
reign  commerce  and  cnterprizing  adventure,  asr  to 
any  other  of  its  fpirited  men  of  trade  and  bufinefs, 
we  meet  with  nothing  lingular,  on  either  fide,  but 
one  cootinuation  of  fine,  elegant  houfes ;  all  on  the 
caft  fide  having  pleafant  and  extenfive  gardens,  flop- 
ing  down  to  the  runner  that  feparates  them  from 
CarlioUcroft,  and  fenced  in  by  a  long  high  wall. 

But  the  glory  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  arid  indeed  of  New- 
caftle,  is  the  magnificent  houfe  belonging  to  the  late 
Sir  Walter  Blackctt. 

This  noble  manfion  ftrikes  all  ftrangers,  at  firft 
fight.  It  was  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  Francifcaii 
monaftery ;  only  the  north  and  fouth  wings  were 
added  to  the  bo^y  of  the  fabric,  by  Sir  Wm.  Blackett, 
Bart.  Sir  Walter's  grandfather. 

Grey  fays,  that  it  is  a  princely  houfe ;  and  "  indeed 
(adds  Bourne)  it  is  no  lefs  than  very  ftately  and  mag- 
nificent, being  fuppofed  the  moft  fo  of  any  houfe  in 
the  whole  kingdom,  within  a  walled  town.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  ground.  That  part; 
of  it  which  faces  the  fllreet  is  thrown  into  walks  and 
grafs  plats,  beautified  with  images,  and  befet  with 
trees,  which  aflbrd  a  pleafant  fhade.  The  ground  on 
the  weft  fide  is  a  garden,  exceedingly  neat,  adorned 
with  many  beautiful  ftatues,  and  other  curiofities  " 
h  has  indeed  a  commanding  appearance ;  and  from 
tbefpacious  avenue  being,  as  Mr.  Bourne  iays,  ihaded 
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with  trees,  it  was  ufually,  till  Sir  Walter's  death,  cal- 
led The  Trees.  And,  **  to  be  at  the  Trees/'  was  only 
another  term  for  indulging  in  the  higheft  ftile  of  ge- 
nial conviviality ;  for  Sir  Walter  was  truly  a  noble 
and  generous  landlord. 

This  fplendid,  hofpitable  manfion,  was  honoured 
with  a  guell,  no  lels  illullrious  for  his  private  virtues, 
than  for  his  misfortunes.  The  reader  will  at  once 
anticipate  the  neceility  of  our  mentioning  Charles  I. 
Here  the  royal  prifoner  was  entertained,  and  kept,  at 
large  indeed,  but  ftridlly  watched,  till  the  period  of 
his  being  delivered  up  to  the  army  of  the  parliament. 

As  Sir  Walter  Blackett  made  fuch  a  didinguiflied 
figure  in  the  town  of  Newcallle,  during  a  long  and 
adive  life,  let  us  deviate  a  moment  from  the  more 
immediate  fubjedl  of  our  hiftory,  to  delineate  the 
charader  of  one  of  its  faireft  ornaments  and  moft  mu- 
nificent patrons. 

Walter  Cavcrley,  of  Caverley,  Efq.  was  fon  and 
heir  of  Sir  Walter  Caverley,  of  Caverley,  in  York- 
fliire,  Bart.  He  married  the  daughter  and  fole  heir- 
efs  of  Sir  William  Blackett,  Bart,  fon  to  the  fecond 
Sir  William  Blackett,  Bart,  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne, 
and  who  was  high  IherifF  of  Northumberland,  1689. 
By  this  alliance  he  came  to  a  large  fortune,  and  aUb 
to  the  title  of  knighthood,  being  created  Sir  Walter 
Caverley  Blackett,  Bart,  anno  1729.  He  was  high 
flierifF  of  Northumberland  1732.  In  February  1734 
Sir  Walter  was  chofen  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne;  which  high  ftation,  notwithftanding  fome  con- 
tefted  eledions,  he  kept,  by  a  great  majority  of  votes, 
for  the  long  period  of  forty  years,  indeed  till  his  death. 

Although 
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Although  Sir  Walter  made  no  figure  in  the  houfe, 
as  an  orator,  yet  he  had  confiderable  influence  in  that 
illuftrious  body.  He  was  truly  independent.  But, 
during  the  reign  of  George  II.  when  whatever  feem- 
cd  to  deviate  in  the  fmalleft  degree  from  the  interefts 
of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  was  branded  with  the  name 
of  Tor)'ifm  and  difaffedion,  he  ftrenuoufly  fupported 
the  counter-party,  in  oppofition  to  the  minifter.  But, 
upon  the  demife  of  the  prince,  the  acceflion  of 
his  grandfon,  George  III.  who  had  received  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  education  from  Lord  Bute,  and  along 
with  thefe,  impreffions  very  different  from  thole  of 
his  royal  grandfather,  caufed  a  mighty  change  in 
the  political  fyftem  of  Britain.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
from  that  period  Sir  Walter  Blackett  changed  fides, 
and  ever  after  remained  a  ftrenuous  fupporter  of  the 
court  party. 

But  if  Sir  Walter  did  not  fliine  as  a  fena- 
tor,  all  who  knew  him  will  readily  acknowledge, 
that  in  canvafling  at  eledions  he  was  unrivalled. 
His  fine  open  countenance,  and  courtly  deportment, 
his  affability,  and,  if  report  does  not  miflead  us,  his 
liberal  manner  of  diftributing  what  the  wifeft  of  men 
faid  commands  all  things,  his  drift  mtegrity  in  keep, 
ing  his  eleftioneering  promifes,  had  great  weight 
with  eledors  who  had  convenient  confciences.  Be. 
fides  which,  he  was,  on  thefe  occafions,  attended 
often  by  above  five  hundred  gentlemen,  tradefmen, 
&c.  fome  of  whom  had  weight  with  almoft  every 
freenan. 

This  powerful  combination  of  circumHances,  as 
Captain  Phipps,  his  rival,  obferved,  fet  all  competi- 
tion with  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  for  the  reprefentation 
of  Newcaftle,  at  defiance.    The  point  of  view,  how- 
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ever,  in  which  this  gentleman's  charafter  fhone  with 
peculiar  luftre^  was  his  almoft  unbounded  benevo^ 
lence,,  difTufing  its  influence  in  public  and  private 
charities ;  not,  like  Sir  Balaam,  in  ^' giving  fartbin^s 
to  tbepoor.^^  Sir  Walter's  charities  were  fubftantial, 
correfponding  to  the  exigencies  of  the  c^fe.  The 
Infirmary,  Charity-fchools,  jtc.  point  to  the  amiable 
character  from  whom  they  almoft  all  had  their  exiil« 
cnce.  Hexham  too,  on  every  occafion,  felt  the  be- 
nign  influence  of  his  generous  difpofition.  His  pri- 
vate charities,  uninfcribed  on  marble,  but  *'  recorded 
clfe  where,"  were  unceafing;  and  what  Roger 
Thornton  was  in  ancient  times.  Sir  Walter  was  in 
ours :  both  were  fathers  to  the  fatherlefs  and  huf* 
bands  to  the  widows,  and  the  blefling  of  them  who 
^ere  ready  to  perifh  came  upon  both  thefe  friends 
of  human  kind. — Ye  rich,  ye  great,  go  and  do  like- 
wife. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  as  he  left  no 
direct  heirs,  his  ample  eftates  devolved  on  his 
relations ;  and  his  noble  dome,  long  the  abode  of 
fplendid  hofpitality,  was  publicly  fold.  It  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Mr  George  Andcrfon,  and  now  con- 
verted into  three  r^fpedlable  houfes. 

Further  down,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  is 
a  lane,  or  flreet,  called  Manor- chare,  which  prefents 
us  with  a  dire<a  view  of  the  noble  and  well-endowed 
charitable  inftitutions,  an  account  of  which  will 
be  given  in  their  proper  place.  By  a  large  gate 
is  an  entrance  to  Mr  William  Anderfon's  ware- 
houfes,  where  goods  of  yaft  value,  both  from  London, 
Leeds,  &.c.  fouthward,  and  alfo  from  the  great  com- 
mercial towns  of  Glafgow,  Edinburgh,  &c.  are  fafcly 
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dcpofited,  and  forwarded  according  to  their  refpec«* 
live  direaions,  with  great  fidelity  and  attention, 

A  little  further  down  is  a  new  chapel  for  the  wor* 
fliip  of  the  Methodifts  of  the  Nqw  Itinerancy.  See 
cburcbes^  i^c. 

This  ftreet  was  anciently,  fays  Bourne,  called  Cow* 
gate,  fo  named,  very  probably,  from  the  large  droves 
of  cattle  palling  through  it  from  the  north  to  the 
fouth ;  for,  till  the  building  of  Mofley  and  Dean 
Streets,  all  carriages,  waggons,  &.C.  to  avoid  the 
narrow  and  inconvenient  Areet,  the  Side,  went  by 
Manor- chare,  Cowgate  and  the  (^ay,  to  the  bridge. 
This  ftreet,  however  unimportant  it  is  now,  in  for- 
mer times  muft  have  been  of  great  confequence,  a$ 
it  was  the  boundary  or  divifion  between  the  tWQ 
towns  of  Newcaftle,  properly  fo  called,  and  the  an- 
cient town  of  Pandon,  which  were  united  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  anno.  1299. 

Whence  this  fmall  part  of  modern  Newcaftle 
had  the  name  of  Pandon,  has  mightily  puzzled  anti- 
quarians. Mr  Bourne,  among  other  conjedurers, 
fays,  that  it  had  this  name  from  one  of  the  gates  o£ 
Rome  named  PandanUy  becaufe  that  gate  ftood  al- 
ways open.  Others,  adds  he,  \vill  have  its  derivation 
from  one  Pandara,  a  ScottiQi  virgin  faint ;  but  for 
what  reafon  they  beft  know :  and  gravely  adds,  "  for 
my  part  I  never  faw  one  yet  I"  It  is  a  great  pity, 
that  this  witticifm  is  envefoped  in  amb.iguity.  The 
difficulty  lies  here,  whether  the  good  man  thought  it. 
impoffible  for  a  Scotch  virgin  to  be  a  faint,  or  a  faint 
to  be  a  Scotch  virgin.  Or  as  Home  Took  lately  in 
parliament  told  of  a  reverend  gentleman,  the  chap- 
lain of  the  Magdalen,  who  informed  a  young  girl 
fceking  admiflion,  and  declaring  herfelf  a  maid  as 
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her  mother  bore  her,  that  fhe  muft  firft  go  and  qua- 
lify^ before  (lie  could  be  admitted ;  fo  the  reverend 
hillorian  probably  meant,  that  a  Scotch  virgin  muft 
ceafe  to  be  one  before  ftie  can  become  a  faint.  But 
we  will  let  this  palFage  remain  as  we  found  it,  and 
refume  our  fubjed. 

At  the  head  of  Manor-chare,  but  a  little  lower 
down,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  is  what  is  called  Low- 
bridge,  or  Nether-dean-bridge.  It  was  formerly  a 
conveyance  to  St.  Nicholas'  church-yard,  over  the 
Dean.  The  bridge  was  ftrongly  cramped  with  iron, 
and  was  evidently  of  Roman  work,  as  the  wall  ex- 
tended at  this  place,  by  St.  Nicholas'  church-yard 

This  narrow  ftreet  confifts  principally  of  Ihops  for  old 
cloaths,  &c. 

A  little  lower  down,  on  the  fame  fide,  the  Pain- 
ter-Hugh, or  Heugh,  by  a  deep  defcent,  condu<Eks  us 
to  nearly  the  foot  of  Dean-ftreet.  There  is  a  flight 
of  ftone  fteps  on  one  fide,  for  the  accommodation  of 
foot  paffengers.  Mr.  Bourne  derives  this  Angular 
name  from  painter^  a  rope  by  which  boats  are  moored 
or  made  faft ;  and  hugh^  or  heugh^  a  fteep  hill  or  bank. 
This  indeed  may  have  been  the  occafion  of  this  com- 
pound name,  in  old  times ;  as  it  is  well  known  that, 
before  the  river  was  embanked  by  the  Quay,  and 
adjacent  buildings,  the  tide  flowed  up  the  Dean  to 
the  High -bridge. 

On  the  oppofite  fide,  lower  down,  is  Silver-ftreet, 
which  leads  down  a  very  fteep  hill,  from  Pilgrim- 
ftreet  to  Pandon,  which  wds  anciently  called  All- 
Hallow-gate;  it  was  likewife  called  Temple-gate- 
No  doubt  it  had  thefe  names  from  its  vicinity  to  All- 
Saints'  cliurch.  The  late  Mr.  Stokoe,  attorney,  who 
lived  in  Silver-ftreet,  had  a  title-deed,  in  which  it  is 
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there  called  "  Jew-gate,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  fame 
ftrcet/'  It  is  probable  that  this  ftreet  was  called 
Jew-gate,  from  its  being  the  refidence  of  Jews,  in 
fonner  times :  and  dealing,  as  that  people  dill  do,  ia 
filvcr  ware,  or  plate,  gave  it  the  nameof  Silver-ftreet. 

At  the  very  fouthern  extremity  of  Pilgrim-ftreet, 
to  the  right  hand,  is  another  deep  ftreet,  called  the 
Dog-bank  :  it  joins  Cow-gate,  which  runs  into  the 
Broad-chare.  Here  old  cloatbs,  kitchen  utenills, 
furniture,  &c.  are  fold. 

On  the  right  hand,  at  the  foot  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  is 
the  Butcher-bank.  It  is  fo  named  from  numbers  of 
that  profeffion  dwelling  here,  and  having  their  ftalls 
and  flaugbter-houfes  in  it.  There  is  a  daily  flefti* 
market  kept  in  this  place ;  which  is  found  neceflary, 
as  there  is  no  butcher-meat  fold  in  the  great  Flefti- 
inaiket  but  on  Saturdays ;  and  from  the  number  arid 
opulence  of  the  inhabitants,  the  demand  for  this  ne- 
ccllary  article  is  very  great. 

But  before  we  quit  defcribing  the  public  ftreets, 
and  proceed  to  the  ancient  town  of  Pandon,  and  its 
vicinity,  we,  with  high  fatisfadion,  come  to  delineate 
the  new  ones  of 

MOSLEY-STREET  and  DEAN-STREET. 

In  no  inftance  of  improvement,  in  this  increafing 
town,  have  the  magiftrates  been  more  fuccefsf  ul,  than 
in  this  alteration  made  on  the  public  pafiages.  It  is 
in  the  recolledion  of  alraoft  every  one,  what  miferable 
communications  there  were»  in  former  times,  between 
Pilgrim-ftreet  and  the  Flefti-market.  The  alleys 
were  all  narrow,  dark^  and  terminated,  mid -way  be- 
tween thcfc  two  principal  ftreets,  by  a  fteep,  fright- 
ful 
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ful  dcfcent,  called  a  Dean,  a  receptacle  of  all  the 
filth,  butcher's  offals,  &c.  of  the  neighbourhood ; 
offenfive  to  all  the  fenfes,  and  highly  injurious  to 
health,  cfpecially  in  fummer,  when  the  air  vvascharged 
with  the  putrid  effluvia  fteaming  from  this  fink  of 
fikhinefs ! 

For  above  forty  years  back,  (as  we  are  informed 
by  an  intelligent  friend)  the  magiftrates  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  remedy  this  intolerable  grievance, 
and  rid  the  town  of  fo  great  a  nuifance.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  made  feveral  porchafes  of  houfes, 
which  they  meant  to  pull  down,  and  form  a  com- 
munication between  the  extremities  of  the  town, 
from  the  town-wall  above  Sandgate,  (which  they 
have  now  actually  begun  in  that  quarter)  to  Weft- 
gate-ftreet.  The  execution  of  this  defign  was  retarded 
by  the  unforefcen  cataftrophe  of  the  falling  of  the 
old  bridge  over  the  Tync ;  and  urgent  neceffity  re- 
quiring a  new  one,  near  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of 
the  public  revenue  were  expended  in  finiftiing  that 
extenfive  undertakinjj. 

However,  in  the  year  1789^  the  corporation  fet 
ferioufly  about  profecuting  the  intended  improve- 
ments. For  this  purpofe,  an  aft  of  parliament  was 
obtained.  The  defign  was  committed  to  Mr.  David 
Stephenibn,  architeft ;  who,  in  the  execution  of  it, 
has  done  much  honour  to  bimfelf,  and  the  moft  fab- 
ftantial  fervice  to  the  public  at  large :  ami  it  is  on 
this  occafioD  we  take  an  opportunity  of  returning 
that  gentleman  our  iincere  thanks  for  his  many  in^ 
forming  communications,  with  which  we  thcan  to 
enrich  our  work.  This  truly  excellent  impiovement 
WB$  finifhed  to  the  higheft  ikiisfiiAion,  bo^  of  ftran- 
gers  aad  of  the  iohabitants. 

This 
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This  ftreet,  extending  from  Pilgrim- ft reet  to  the 
foot  of  the  Flefh-market,  is  handfome  and  well-built, 
of  great  width,  with  a  foot- way  of  flag-ftones  on  each 
fide,  which  perfe4ftly  fecures  paffengers  againft  dan- 
ger from  the  numerous  waggons,  coaches,  and  car« 
riages,  which  are  inceflkntly  paffing  and  repaffing. 

It  is  called  Mofley-ftreet  in  compliment  to  the  late 
very  worthy  alderman  of  that  name  ;  who,  though 
he  did  not  ihine  as  a  fpeakep,  in  the  magifterial  body, 
yet  having  an  ample  fortune,  and  no  direfk  heirs,  he 
advanced  large  fums  to  defray  the  expences  attend, 
iog  tbefe  ufeful  works. 

On  both  (ides  of  Moiley-ftreet,  is  one  continued  row 
of  elegant  fhops  and  warehoufes.  About  the  mid- 
dle of  the  north  fide  of  this  ftreet  is  a  neat  Theatre. 
Separated  from  it  by  a  large  area  for  the  conveni* 
eacies  of  the  mail  coaches,  is  the  Poft-office.  Sec 
Public  Buildings. 

To  complete  the  defign,  the  Dean  was  arched 
over,  and  the  valley  filled  up,  upon  which  was 
formed  a  convenient  and  beautiful  ftrcct,  wide,  airy, 
and  well  paved  with  a  broad  foot,  way  of  fine  flag- 
ftones  on  each  fide.  What  a  transformation !  for-' 
merly  a  horrid,  vaft,  naufeous  hollow*  changed  as  by 
magic,  into  a  fair  row  of  ma  gnificent  boufes,  (hops, 
and  depofitaries  of  rich  and  valuable  commodities, 
the  produdions  of  every  region  of  the  globe !  "  All  is 
the  gift  of  induftry,*'  fays  the  Poet,  which  is  won- 
derfully reaMied  in  the  conftrudtion  of  thefe  two 
ftreets.  ' 

The  fouth'-end,  or  foot  of  Dean-ftreet,  falls  into 
theftreet  called  the  Side.  It  is  fo  named  from  its  flop« 

ing  fituation  down  from  the  caftle,  with  which  the 
upper  part  of  the  houfes  and  narrow  dark  lanes  are 
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joined  There  is  a  fteep  defcent  from  the  head  of 
the  Side  to  about  the  middle  of  it.  About  half-way 
down,  it  becomes  more  than  double  the  width  of  the 
higher  part.  There  was  a  poftern,  called  the  Eaft- 
ern-poftern  of  the  cattle,  that  communicated  by  a 
very  narrow  and  fteep  flight  of  fteps  with  the  Side,  a 
little  above  the  middle  of  that  ftreet.  It  is  vulgarly 
called  the  Dog4oup,  or  leap.  At  the  Foot  of  the 
Side  in  the  middle  of  the  ilreet,  is  Cale-crofs.  Sec 
Tublic  Buildings. 

From  the  foot  of  Dean-ftrcet,  to  the  foot  of  the 
Butcher-bank,  the  Side  is  large  and  extenfive, 
abounding  with  (hops,  warehoufes,  compting-houfes, 
&c.  it  is  one  of  the  moil  public  ftreets  of  the 
town. 

Aj:  the  lower  end  of  Manor-chare,  there  is  a  large 
area,  nigh  to  which;  fays  Bourne,  was  a  place  called 
the  Ifland  in  former  times,  and  in  times  of  that  hillo- 
rian  it  was  called  Alvey's  Ifland,  from  the  proprie^ 
tor's  name,  Alvey.  It  was  fo  named,  becaufe  upon 
the  return  of  the  tide,  which  regularly  flowed  here, 
it  left  a  hill  of  fand  which  it  firit  furrounded, 
and  then  overflowed.  The  fiih-market  was  held 
here,  and  the  gate  adjoining  was  called  Fiihergate; 
Before  the  alterations  made  about  Stock-bridge, 
there  were  fcveral  ftreets,  which  do  not  now  exift ;  par- 
ticularly one  named  Crofs-well-gate.  It  is  reported, 
iays  Bourne,  that  the  dwelling-houfe  of  the  famous 
Roger  Thornton  was  between  Stock-bridge  and 
Blyth's  Nook.  And  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  that 
incomparably  the  greateft  man  in  Newcaftle  fhould 
live  in  fuch  an  obfcure  fpot,  ytt  he  feems  to  prove 
the  fad,  by  obferving  that  in  his  own  days,  Lord 
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Scarborough,  into  whofe  family  the  grand  daughter 
of  Roger  Thornton  was  married,  drew  annual  req^ 
firom  many  houfes  nigh  Stockrbridge. 

Nor  is  it  inipofiible ;  Auguftus,  eipperor  of  the 
world,  never  would  change  the  fimplc  and  moderate 
boufe,  in  which  be  dwelt  many  years,  nor  ever  wore 
a  toga,  or  gown,  but  what  his  ea^prefs  Livia  fpun 
with  her  own  hands. 

The  ftreets,  all  about  this  obfcure  part  of  the  town, 
are  narrow,  winding,  ill  paved,  and  dirty :  they  are 
however  conftantly,  though  flowly,  improving, 

A  ftreet  which  winds  up  an  high  hill,  fcom  the  an* 
cient  Fiiher^gate,  dill  retains  the  name  of  Wall-knoll, 
which  it  qo  doubt  derived  from  the  circumftancq  of 
the  Roman  wall  having  gone  over  the  top  of  it. 

The  suburbs  of  PANDON. 

Without  where  the  gate  formerly  was,  to  the  left, 
we  turn  into  what  is  called  Pandon-De^n.  A  nevr 
ftreet  is  faft  building,  and  many  neat  houfes  arQ 
ereded  here.  Some  have  fuppofed,  that  it  is  intend. 
ed  to  run  tUs  row  of  hoyfes  up  the  Dean,  and  join 
another  new  Hoping  ftreet  from  the  eaft  end  of  Sa. 
rilk-row.  Time  will  difcover  whether  or  no  this 
was  ever  ferioufly  intended. 

Straight  forward,  without  Pandon-gate,  we  ^fcencl 
by  SI  pretty  fteep  ftreet,  towards  Shield-fteld*  U  14 
iodifiercQtly  called  Pandon-bank  and  Pandon-caitfe- 
way.  It  is  quite  built,  on  the  left,  from  the  lite  of 
the  old  g4te  to  the  very  top  of  the  bank.  The  houfes 
are  airy  aqd  pleafant.  The  buildings  on  this  fide  ^ro 
terminated  by  an  elegant  houfe,  juft  finiflied,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Head.    The  eaft  fide  is  confined  by 
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a  high  brick  wall,  inclofing  an  extcnfive  garden,  at 
the  top  of  which  is  a  large  and  commodious  houfe,  all 
belonging  to  Mr.  Middleton  Hewitfon.  Adjacent  to 
this  are  a  number  of  beautiful  houfes,  forming  two- 
thirds  of  a  fquare,  named  Wilkinfon*s  Buildings  ;  the 
property  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Wilkinfon,  joiner 
and  cabinet-maker,  and  one  of  the  many  fucccfsful 
tradefmen  of  this  town. 

This  place  is,  in  general,  called  Conduit-head,  from 
the  water  being  conveyed  by  pipes  to  fupply  the 
pants  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  from  a  ciftem 
in  a  garden  at  this  place. 

Dircftly  north,  by  a  paved  way,  we  come  to  Shield- 
field.  Thefe  houles  are  the  property  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Lawton,  Mr.  Page,  and  other  gentlemen ; 
and  form  the  mod  pleafant  and  airy  retreat  for  men 
of  bufinefs,  of  any  in  the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle.— ^— 
They  command  a  moft  extenfive  and  entertaining 
profpeft,and  have  beautiful  gardens  adjoining,  Why 
it  obtained  the  name  of  Shield-field  will  be;  given  in 
the  Hiflory  of  events. 

The  suburbs  or  SANDGATE. 

The  town-wall,  from  Sand-gate  to  the  Carpenter's 
Tower,  has  been  very  high  and  ftrong ;  which  may 
have  been  the  reafon,  fas  Bourne  fays,)  why  the  fu- 
burbs  or  houfes  without  the  walls,  in  this  part  of  the 
town,  fufiered  lefs  by  the  fury  of  the  civil  wars  than 
the  other  buildings  adjacent  to  the  wails. 

Sandgate-ftreet  has  its  name  from  its  fituation  on 
the  fand  by  the  river's  fide.  It  feems  to  be  of  no 
great  antiquity ;  as  we  find,  in  an  accurate  plan  of 
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Newcaftle,  taken  by  Speed,  i6io,  no  appearance  of 
houfes  or  buildings  of  any  kind  on  the  fite  of  Sand- 
gate.  As  the  town- wall  did  not  extend  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  as  the  river,  before  its  being  embanked  by 
the  quay  would  overflow  thefe  places,  it  would,  of 
confequence,  be  an  improper  fituation. 

Juil  without  the  gate  is  a  large  area,  called  the 
Milk-market,  where  great  quantities  of  that  neceflary 
of  life  are  daily  fold.  On  Saturdays  the  whole  ftreet 
is  covered,  and  the  town.wall  hung  with  old  clothes, 
boots,  flioes,  &a  for  fale.  Here  reapers  are  hired  for 
the  harveft,  as  alfo  at  the  Barras-bridge ;  frequently 
on  Sundays,  to  the  offence  of  fome  of  the  ferious ; 
while  others,  equally  well  difpofed,  contend,  that  even 
the  raping  and  gathering  in  of  the  harveft  ought  not 
on  any  day  to  be  prevented. 

Here  alfo  is  a  daily  Butcher-market,  for  the  accom. 
modation  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
town,  which  is  very  well  fupplied  with  that  article  ; 
for  this  purpofe,  fome  covered  ftalls  were  erected,  a 
few  years  ago,  contiguous  to  the  town^wall. 

Sandgate-ftreet,  which  contains  many  thoufand 
fouls,  is  more  crowded  with  inhabitants  than  any 
other  place,  either  within  or  without  the  walls  of  the 
town«  The  lapes  run  from  the  ftreet,  on  the  right, 
down  to  the  river  j  and  on  the  left,  up,  by  a  very 
fteep  afcent,  to  what  is  called  the  Garth-heads,  and 
Sandgate  New  road.  They  arc  dark,  narrow,  ill* 
paved,  and  noifome.  And  in  winter,  as  there  are  no 
lamps  in  Sandgate,  nothing  can  be  more  difagreeable 
than  pafSng  through  this  dark  ftreet,  often  ankle. 
deep  in  mud  and  filth  at  every  ftep. 

A  runner  of  water,  called  anciently,  the  Swirle,  at 
prtfcnt,  vulgarly,  the  Squirrel,  divides  Sandgate,  near 

the 
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the  middle,  from  St.  Anne's,  which,  in  appearance,  is 
only  a  continuation  of  the  fame  ftreet. 
^     On  the  Garth«heads»  above  Sandgate,  are   two 
meeting-houfes  for  Difienters,  and  the  Keelmen^s 
HofpitaL— &^  cburcbes,  cbi^ls^  and  public  buildings. 

Sandgate  is  principally  inhabited  by  thofe  who 
^^'ork  in  keels  or  lighters,  of  which  clafs  there  are 
feveral  thoulands  on  the  river  Tync.  They  are  a 
bardy  and  laborious  race  of  men  ;  and  as  they  live 
almoft  entirely  upon  fleih-meat  and  flour,  of  the  beft 
kinds,  which  the  ftrong  exertions  in  their  employ- 
ment require,  they  poflefs  a  combination  of  nervous 
and  mufcular  ftrength  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
clafs  of  men.  Their  children  generally  follow  the 
fame  employment  during  their  younger  years,  then 
go  to  fea ;  and  when  a  war  breaks  put,  tbefe  hardy 
and  bold  failors,  who  bad  the  firft  rudiments  of  fea. 
manfhip  in  a  coal-keel,  form  the  pride  and  ftrength  of 
the  firitifh  navy. 

They  have  been  generally  reprefented  as  turbulent 
and  mutinous.  Dr.  SmoUet,  in  the  continuation  of 
his  hiftory  of  England,  when  defcribing  the  unhappy 
riot  which  took  place  at  Hexham,  refpecfling  the  mode 
of  lotting  for  men,  adds,  **  and  the  mob,  from  the 
lenity  of  the  officers,  acquiring  additional  infolence, 
and  being  reinforced  hy  a  Jlrong  body  ofdejperate 
ktelmenfrom  Newcq/ile,  became  infufFerably  outrage- 
ous,'* &c.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  dodor  dignified  with 
the  title  of  hiftory  fuch  an  ill-founded  and  indifcri- 
minate  flander  upon  fuch  an  ufeful  and,  in  general, 
peaceable,  body  of  men  ;  as,  upon  enquiry,  in  that 
vaft  mob  of  country  people,  there  was  not  a  fingle 
keelman  among  them.  It  is  true,  they  have  a  noify, 
blunt,  rough  manner  of  expreffing  themfelves ;  and, 
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fiDm  the  pradice  of  haling  one  another  on  the  river* 
efpecially  in  the  night  tides,  they  are  loud  and  voci^ 
ferous,  but  perfedly  inoflfenfive  j  and  tbey  fcorn  to 
(hew  what  they  think  incivility  or  nidenefs  to  any 
peifoQ.  As  they  are  the  ftrength  and  finews  of  the 
coal  trade,  rich  and  poor  in  Newcaftle,  in  generalt 
refpedl  the  keelmen. 

But  a  circumftance  which  refledb  particular  ho- 
nour upon  this  valuable  body,  is,  that  although  they 
coniift  of  many  thoufands,  yet  amidll  all  tfaefe,  in  the 
courfe  of  many  years,  a  conviSUd  felon  among  keeU 
men  is  unknown.     And  what  is  equally  pieafing,  is, 
that  they  are  daily  lofing  that  ferocity  and  favage 
roughnefs,  by   which  they  were  charafterized  not 
many  years  ago.     Scarcely  a  day,  and  chiefly  a  Sun* 
day,  pafled,  but  fevcral  bloody  duels  happened,  de- 
cided by  the  fifts  of  the  fierce  and  hardy  combatants ; 
DOW,  a  battle  among  them  is  feldom  or  never  iten. 
This  amelioration  of  their  morals  may  be  owing  to 
two  powerful  caufes.     The  firfl  is  a  change  in  their 
religious  deportment.     The  great  encreafe  of  diflen- 
ters»  particularly  of  methodifts,  has  had  influence 
with  many  keelmen  to  join  in  their  focieties.     The 
other  caufe  of  this  happy  change,  is  owing  to  the  ex- 
cellent regulations  obferved  in  their  boxes,  or  benefit 
focieties.     By  thefe,  to  ftrike  or  ill-treat  a  brother, 
either  with  the  hand  or  tongue,  is  a  fine ;  to  fwear  a 
profane  oath  makes  them  liable  to  a  fine ;  to  profane 
the  Lord's  day,  or  get  drunk,  is  a  fine ;  to  Ileal,  or 
commit  ^ny  a£t  of  injuflice,  is  expulfion.     Thefe^ 
and  fuch  other  rules,  which  they  rigoroufly  put  in 
pradice,  have  totally  changed  the  whole  civil  and 
religious  condud  of  the  keelmen  of  Newcaftle.    We 
have  been  the  more  circumltantial  in  our  delineation 
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of  this  laborious  clafs,  as  the  keelmen  form  a  very 
confequential  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  vaft  mart 
of  trade,  of  which  the  coal  trade  is  the  foul  and 
fpring  of  every  other  branch  of  bufinefs. 

This  ufeful  body  of  men  appear  fo  far  back  as  the 
year  1539,  to  have  been  a  conflituted  fraternity. 
They  are  there  termed,  in  a  decree  of  the  Star-cham- 
ber, •*  The  craft  of  keelmen."  In  the  year  1556 
they  appear  to  have  been  an  independent  fociety. 

In  the  year  1649,  they  occur  as  petitioning  the 
hodmen  to  provide  them  with  a  chapel  for  worftiip^ 
and  a  minifter.  Religion  was  then  the  falhion  of  the 
times. 

The  number  of  gentlemen's  carriages,  as  well 
as  carriages  for  the  various  branches  of  trade  and 
bufinefs,  rapidly  encreafing  in  Newcaftle  and  its  vi- 
cinity, and  as  the  paflage  through  Sandgate  was  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  and  hazardous,  a  new  road,  in 
the  year  1776,  for  carriages  leading  pad  the  keel- 
men's  hofpital,  and  behind  the  ftreets  of  Sandgate, 
and  St,  Ann's,  towards  the  north,  was  made  by  the 
commiflioners  and  truftees  of  the  turnpike  road  lead« 
ing  from  Newcaftle  to  North  Shields,  having  obtain- 
ed, as  appears  from  the  common-council  books,  a 
leafe  of  the  ground  neceflary  for  that  purj)ofe,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  one  fhilling,  from  the  mayor  and  bur- 
gefles  of  Newcaftle.  This  improvement  has  been 
attended  with  the  beft  effefts ;  as  the  parents  of 
numberlefs  children,  with  which  Sandgate  fwarms, 
were  in  continual  terror  of  their  being  run  A>wn  and 
crufhed  to  death,  by  the  carriages  conftantly  driving 
through  that  ftreet.  Befides  the  fpeed  of  ftage 
coaches,  private  carriages,  &c.  is  greatly  accelerated 
without  dread  or  interruption. 

The 
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The  delightful  and  airy  fituation  of  the  Nevtr- 
Road  has  induced  many  genteel  people  to  build 
elegant  houfes  there.  And  during  thefe  late  years, 
when  fuch  immenfe  quantities  of  foreign  corn  were 
imported,  large  granaries  were  eredled  on  both  fides 
of  the  road.  Thefe  the  people  quaintly  termed 
"" Egypt**  no  doubt  in  allufion  to  thofe  ereded  by 
Jofeph  in  ancient  Egypt,  The  proprietors,  how- 
ever, fo  far  from  viewing  this  appellation  as  im- 
plying any  difgraceful  idea,  have  aftually  given  the 
name  of  *'  Egypt**  to  this  new  tow  of  dwelling- 
houfes. 

A  little  beyond  thefe  ereftions  od  the  New- Road  is 
a  ropery  upon  a  ballaft-hill,  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  firft  ballaft-fhore  without  the  town  of  New- 
caftle.  For  which  purpofe,  and  that  of  building  lime- 
kihis  upon  it,  it  appears  by  records  in  the  Hoftmen^s 
books,  to  have  been  purchafed  by  the  mayor  and 
burgcfles  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Byker. 

Oppofite  St.  Ann's  chapel,  Cfee  Churches,  \Sc.J  ad- 
jacent to  it,  is  a  row  of  good  houfes,  agreeably  (itu- 
atcd  both  for  air  and  a  delightful  view  of  the  river 
and  fliipping,  called  St.  Ann's  Row.  Going  down  by 
the  turnpike  road,  we  come  to  Oufe-bourn,  over  which 
is  a  wide  ftone  bridge,  of  one  arch,  with  a  convenient 
foot-path  on  both  fides. 

But  as  tht  tide  flows  up  this  rivulet,  and  confe- 
qucntly  affords  the  convenience  df  water  carriage, 
tntcrpritirtg  tradefmen  have  availed  themfelves  of 
this  advantage,  and  haVe  converted  ^  large  fpacc  Cff 
almoft  ufelefs  ground.  Containing  a  few  wretched 
houfes  for  pitmen,  &c,  into  what  has  the  appearance 
of  a  large  town.  On  the  Weft  fide  of  the  bourn, 
ftand  a  large  fpinning  fadory,    a    nevvly  erected 
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fteam  corn-mill,  &c.  on  the  other  fide  are  large  ma- 
nufadtories  of  all  kinds  of  pottery- ware,  giving  em- 
ployment to  hundreds  of  people. 

What  is  curious,:  in  digging  a  foundation  for  the 
ftcam-mill  above-mentioned,  there  was  found  a  ftone 
of  about  three  feet  in  length,  and  about  two  feet 
Tquare.      On  the  end  of  it  is   an  infcription,  evi- 
dently Roman  ;  but  it  is  fo  much  effaced,  that  it  is 
next  to  impoffible  to  decypher  it.     One  gentleman, 
{killed  in  the  Latin  language,  feemed  to   think  it 
intimated  that  from  the  termination  of  the  Roman  i 
wall  on  the  weft,  or  Soleway  Firth,  .to  this  ftation, 
was  60  miles.     There  is  no  doubt  but  that  mighty 
barrier,  in  coming  4own  Byker  turnpike  road,  ran 
acrofs  the  rivulet  at  this  place,  and  diredly  up  to 
Red-barns  and  Wall-knoU ;  and  as  they  no   doubt 
had  a  bridge  over  this  rivulet,  which  poffibly  was 
much  broader  in  ancient  times,  this  ftone  might  have 
been  one  of  thofe  placed  on  the  bridge,  diredive  of 
the  diftances,  &c.    This  curiofity  is  now  placed  in 
Mr.  Yellowley's  garden  above  Bufy  Cottage. 

Going  down  by  Oufe.bourn,  we  come  to  a  little 
narrow  ftone  bridge,  called  the  Glafs-houfe  bridge. 
In  the  neighbourhood  are  feveral  dock.yards  where 
many  ftiips  are  bi^ilt ;  pafling  over  the  bridge,  we 
come  to  the  glafs-houfes^  and  further  down  on  the 
river  fide  is  another  large  manufaftory  of  the  fame 
kind.     See  account  ofGlafsjworks. 

Adjoining  to  the  upper  glafs-houfes,  is  the  diflfen- 
tefs  large  burying-place.     See  Cbapels. 

Further  down  from  the  low  glafs-houfes,  after 
pafling  more  docks  for  ftiip-building,  we  come  to 
St.  Peter^s  Quay.    It  is  there-  where  Mr,  William 
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Row  is  planning  a  dry  dock,  and  where  he  ;s  now 
building  a  new  quay. 

The  ftreets  are  paved  chiefly  with  Scotch  blue, 
or  grey  granite  ftones,  heavy,  compad,  and  ex- 
tremely hard.  They  aie  found  to  be  the  moft  du- 
rable, and  fitted  to  bear  the  preflure  of  the  vaft 
number  of  waggons  and  heavy  carriages  which  pafs 
here  from  all  parts. 

Yet  it  is  remarkable,  that,  in  a  town  of  fo  mucK 
trade,  with  warehoufes  fo  full  of  valuable  commodi- 
ties, the  corporation  was  fo  long  in  adopting  that  ad- 
mirable branch  of  municipal  police,  the  great  conve- 
nience of  having  nightly  lamps  in  the  ftreets. 

A  propofal  was  made  and  publifhed  in  the  year 
1 7  55,  for  lighting  the  town  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  lamps  !  But  it  was  not  till  a  fubfequent  period 
that  even  this  took  place,  as  we  find  by  the  follow- 
ing extradl  from  the  Newcaftle  Courant. 

Oftober  i,  1763.  "Thurfday  the  lamps  put  up 
in  the  ftreets  of  the  town  were  lighted  up  for  the  firlt 
time/'  This  was  in  confequence  of  an  ad  lately 
paffed,  **  for  lighting  the  ftreets  and  other  places,  and 
maintaining  a  regular  and  nightly  watch,  within  the 
town  and  county  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  for  regu- 
lating the  hackney  coachmen,  chairmen,  cartmen, 
porters,  and  watermen,  within  the  fame."  The  fmail 
number  of  lamps,  and  quantity  of  oil,  have  been  a 
fubjed  of  complaint ;  how  juftly ,  is  not  for  us  to  de- 
cide :  it  certainly  would  be  more  agreeable  was  the 
quantity  of  both  doubled.  To  defray  the  expence 
attending  this  great  convenience,  the  inhabitants  are 
charged,  in  proportion  to  their  rentals,  at  the  rate  of 
fixpcnce  per  pound. 

Such  is  a  general  view  of  the  public  ftreets,  and  of 
T  2  tb? 
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the  moft  remarkable  private  buildings  in  Ncwcaftlc 
and  its  fuburbs. 

Cftbe  Means  offupplying  the  T^wn  with  Water. 

To  obtain  a  fufficiency  of  this  abfolute  ncceflkry 
of  lifc»  has  ever  claimed  the  attention  of  rulers  and 
magiftrates,  in  cities,  towns,  and  even  villages,  it\ 
every  country  and  in  every  age  of  the  world.  The 
ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  were  careful  in  the 
extreme  to  have  abundance  of  light,  fweet,  wholc- 
fome  water.  In  their  encampments,  files  of  their 
cities,  &c.  they  made  choice  of  the  fituation  always 
with  a  view  to  their  obtaining  an  abundance  of  this 
element.  And  when  t^ie  defart,  or  ridges  of  moun- 
tain$,  waftes,  and  folitudes,  intervened,  they  then 
reared  the  mighty  aguedudt,  arch  \iponi  arch,  to  con-, 
vey  the  falutary  dream  to  the  thirfty  inhabitant?  of 
the  crowded  city.  It  is  remarkable,  that  with  all 
their  knowledge  in  geometry,  and  other  branches 
of  fcience,  they  were  ignorant  of  this  grand  princi-* 
pie  in  hydroftatics,  that  water  will  rife  horizontally 
to  its  level.  Hence  their  lofty  aqueduds,  raifed  at 
yaft  expence,  and  always  level  with  the  fource  or 
fpring  i  whereas,  by  obferving  the  invariable  law  of 
natuie,  water,  by  leaden  pipes,  can  be  conveye4 
over  mountains,  through  morafles,  along  bridges, 
nay,  even  beneath  the  beds  of  rivers,  in  any  quan- 
tity, and  at  a  thoufandth  part  of  the  expence. 
But  a  mighty  advantage  refulted  to  mankind  from 
the  ignorance  of  the  ancients  in  hydroftatics ;  and 
that  is,  the  thorough  knowledge  which  they  have 
communicated  to  the  moderns  of  the  arcb,  in  all  its 
forms,  circular,  eliptical,  catenarian,  &c.  by  which 
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tbefe  magnificent  aquedui^,  thefe  prodigies  of  art, 
were  reared;  fuch  as  that  at  Nifmes,  in  France, 
which  feems  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle  have  been  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  procure  a  fufficiency  of  water, 
appears  from  the  numerous  ciftems  and  wells  all 
round  the  town,  both  within  and  without  the  walls^ 
We  have  the  fine  wells  which  fupplied  both  the  Black 
and  White  Friars'  monafteries,  with  their  large  fprings 
of  excellent  water,  to  this  day.  The  eminence^ 
tbat,almo(l  furround  Newcallle,  w*ould  feem  to  indi- 
cate that  plenty  of  good  water  might  eafily  be  pro* 
cured;  and  this,  upon  trial,  has  been  foi^nd  to  be 
the  cafe. 

The  top  of  Pandon-bank  is  cqmmonly  called  '^  Con«p 
duit«head/'  A  refervoir  ilill  remains  here,  upon  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  late  Rev.  Nathaniel  ElUron, 
behind  fome  buildings,  which  fupplies  Sandgate  pant 
with  water.  There  are  many  fine  fprings  about  this 
eminence  ;  and  it  is  a  conjecture,  not  at  all  impro* 
bable^  that  about  Conduit- head  there  has  been,  in 
ancient  times,  a  large  refervoir  for  fupplying  the 
palace  of  the  Saxon  kings,  and  after  that,  the  lump- 
tttous  and  ftately  monaftery  of  the  Carmelites,  with 
water.  If  I  might  hazard  a  conjefture  on  the  true 
etymon  of  Pandon,  (fays  Brand)  1  would  define  it  to 
mean.  The  Hill  of  the  Pand,  Pond,  or  Refervoir. 
Dr.  Thomas  Henihaw,  in  Skinner's  Etymology,  on 
the  word  pant,  or  pand,  tells  us,  that  pond  was  an- 
cienUy  pronounced  pand,  from  a  Saxon  word  pyndan^ 
to  enclofe  or  (hut  up.  So  that  pant,  the  ufual  name 
Siven  to  the  crcdions  over  the  wells  in  Newcaftle,  is 
no  more  than  pand,  by  a  very  fmall  corruption,  mean- , 
ing  a  little  refervoir  or  pond. 

But 
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But  as  the  coal  trade  became  rapidly  more  confe- 
quential,  commerce  and  l^ufinefs  increaling  in  pro- 
portion, numbers  of  people  came  to  fix  their  refidence 
at  NewcalUe.  The  wells  of  water,  in  and  about  the 
town,  were  found  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  afforded,  at  beft,  only  a  precarious 
fupply.  The  mayor  and  burgeffes  fet  to  work,  fo 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  anno  1349,  to  pro- 
cure a  permanent  and  fufficient  quantity,  at  fome 
diftance  without  the  walls ;  which  is  the  earlieft  ac- 
count to  be  found  of  aqueduds  bringing  water  into 
this  town. 

Lcland  tells  us,  that  when  he  vifited  this  place,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  "  there  be  three  hedds  of 
condutes  for  frefch  water  to  the  town." 

Mere  particularly  we  find,  in  July  26,  1647,  an 
agreement  between  the  corporation  of  Newcaftlc  and 
Mr.  William  Gray,  concerning  water  to  be  conveyed 
from  his  conduit  in  Pandon-bank  to  Sandgate.  It 
appears,  that  part  of  the  waftes  called  KingVdikes 
Iiad  been  granted  to  the  feid  Mr.  Gray,  by  way  of 
recom  pence.  The  mayor  and  burgeffes  are  men- 
tioned  at  the  fame  time,  as  having  a  right  to  bring 
part  of  that  water  to  the  Manors,  accordmg  to  its  an* 
cient  and  accuftomcd  courfc. 

The  common-council  books  of  1708  mention  a  li- 
berty referved  to  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  to  dig  and 
delve  for  water,  and  to  take  what  part  of  Mr.  Ni- 
chol's  lands  and  grounds  at  Red  Barnes,  as  (hall  feem 
meet  for  the  advantage  of  water  for  the  pants  in 
Sandgate  and  the  Keelmen's  Hofpital. 

February  4th,  1654,  there  is  an  order  of  common- 
council  for  conveying  the  water  from  Cowgate,  that 
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came  under  ground  from  All-Hallows'  church-end, 
and  had  become  a  nuifance  to  that  (Ireet. 

March  2d,  1656,  there  was  an  order  of  common* 
council  to  treat  concerning  fome  water  in  GaIlow-> 
gate,  which  was  intended  to  be  brought  in,  to  fupply 
the  pants  of  Newcaftle. 

June  3d,  1657,  there  was  a  complaint  before  the 
common-council  againft  Mr.  Ralph  Jennifon,  and 
Mr.  William  Wallis,  coal  owners,  for  having  diverted 
a  third  part  of  the  water  ufually  coming  to  the  pants 
in  Newcaftle,  by  finking  below  the  level  of  the 
water-courfe.  Mr.  Jennifon  was  threatened  with  a 
profecution  on  this  occafion  ;  but  on  his  fubmiffion, 
and  ftaying  the  workings,  the  common-council  flop- 
ped their  proceedings  againft  liim. 

Similar  complaints  were  made  againft  other  gen- 
tlemen, for  working  coal-pits,  and  digging  quarries, 
by  which  the  fupply  of  water  to  the  town  was 
drained  away. 

December  i6th,  1675,  loud  complaints  were  made 
of  a  total  fcarcity  of  water,  owing  to  vaft  numbers 
of  private  families  having  pipes  and  cocks  to  their 
houfes.  The  common-council  ordered  the  cocks  to 
be  ftopped,  or  cut  off*. 

January  1675,  there  was  a  committee  of  the  com- 
mon-council to  confider  of  a  proper  place  for  another 
pant,  befides  that  at  Sandgate,  about  the  Swirle,  or 
or  fome  convenient  fituation.  It  was  ereded  at  the 
eaft  end  of  Sandgate,'  where  it  now  ftands. 

Auguft  8,  1677,  there  was  an  order  of  common- 
council  for  the  town's  furveyor  to  build  a  well  at 
Gallowgate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  burgefles  and 
other  inhabitants.  It  is  there  ftill,  and  aflfords  a 
large  fupply  of  good  wholefome  water. 

Octo- 
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Odober  4,  1680,  a  propofal  was  laid  befdre  the 
common-council,  by  a  Mr.  Cuthbert  Dikes,  to  tte&, 
a  water-engine  for  fupplyirtg  the  town  of  Newcaftlc 
with  water  from  the  rivet  Tyne,  for  the  convenience 
df  brew-^houfes,  vidualling<.hoUfe9,  &Ci  and  thus  fave 
a  great  part  of  the  fpring  water  taken  from  the  pants. 
A  committee,  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  fixed  on  a 
place  without  Sandgate,  where  it  was  aftually  ereft* 
cd.  This  building  was  afterwards  converted  to  large 
ftore-houfes,  &c.  and  is  now  called  the  '^  Foley,"  or 
commonly  "  Folly .'* 

January  lo,  1689,  a  pant  was  ereded  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Clofe.    ^ 

September  15,  1702,  the  building  committee  wer* 
ordered  to  take  care  to  bring  water  into  the  town 
from  the  Caftle  Leazes.  It  was  brought  from  thence 
in  1704,  to  a  pant  at  the  head  of  the  Side,  and  alfo 
to  one  at  Newgate. 

June  29, 1709,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  creft 
a  ciftern  at  the  end  of  the  Caftle  Leazes,  to  renew 
and  keep  the  water  coming  from  thence  to  the  panta 
of  Newcaftle. 

Still  the  inhabitants  increafing,  and  ctmfequcntly 
the  demand  for  water;  therefore,  finding  the  fup- 
plies,  mentioned  above,  to  have  been  infufficicnt, 
they  looked  acrofs  the  river  for  an  additional  fupply 
from  GatefHead-Fell,  which,  from  its  rocky  and 
fandy  fwl,  feemed  to  aflford  what  quantity  might  be 
neceflary  of  wholefome,  well -filtered  water. 

We  find,  however,  there  was  an  order  of  common- 
council  for  a  leafe  to  be  grants  to  Mr.  William  Yar- 
nold,  1697,  according  to  the  covenants  there  viewed 
and  agreed  on,  for  eredling  cifterns  and  laying  pipes 
in  tne  town's  liberties,  in  order  to  bring  good  and 

whole- 
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wholefome  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftlc. 
This  was  called  the  New- water,  and  came  from 
Gatcihead-Fell,  from  a  rcfervoir  which  was  fupplied 
by  three  fprings  in  Great  Ufworth  moor. 

In  the  year  1700,  the  common  council  granted 
leave  to  William  Yarnold,  Gent,  to  ered  a  ciftern  on 
the  tap  of  Cale-crofsy  carrying  a  pillar  up  in  the 
middle,  and  laying  on  it  a  new  roof  of  lead,  at  his 
own  expence*  He  was  allowed  to  ereft  a  ciftern  at 
the  White-crofs,  on  columns,  removing  the  then 
pillar  and  dial.  Both  thefe  crofies  have  been  pulled 
down,  and  new  ones  erected,  but  no  cifterns,  as  be- 
fore. 

June  29,  1700,  the  new  water  was  ordered  to  be 
biooght  out  at  a  pillar,  to  be  placed  at  the  Head  of 
the  Side  pant,  where  three  fpouts  were  to  be  fixed. 

In  the  year  1 706,  a  pant  was  ereded  at  Weft- 
gate,  petitioned  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  ftreet. 

In  confequence  of  the  inceflant  complaints,  from 
year  to  year,  of  the  fcarcity  of  water,  in  the  year 
1737  there  was  an  order  of  the  common-council  that 
the  public  water  ihould  not  be  conveyed  into  the 
houfes  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  except 
tbofe  0/  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  ftieriff,  and 
town«clerk. 

In  1 743,  the  water  being  conveyed  to  the  brewery 
of  Mr.  Chriftopher  Riitter,  which  ouglit  to  fupply 
the  pant  near  the  houfe  of  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  was 
ordered  Co  be  cut  off,  and  conveyed  to  the  public 
pant  there. 

December  1 7,  1 767,  a  committee  was  appointed 
by  the  common-council  to  conlider  how  the  town 
nti^t  be  fupplied  with  good  and  wholeibme  water. 
That  the  corporation  might  proceed  on  folid  prinei- 
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pies,  they  invited,  by  public  adverdfement,  gentle- 
men of  fcience,  particularly  in  chemical  analyfis, 
to  examine  the  qualities  of  the  refpefitiye  waters  in 
the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle.  This  drew  forth  the 
talents  of  Drs.  Rothcram,  Wilfon,  Hall,  and  others, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  comparative  qualities  of  water, 
for  lightnefs,  fweetnefs,  and  attainable  quantity.  Dr. 
Rotheram  publilhed  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjedl  in 
a  pamphlet,  price  2S.  6d.  This  was  attacked  with 
great  ability,  but  alfo  with  fome  afperity,  by  a 
Mr.  Tytler,  chemift,  at  that  time  in  Gatefhead. 
Dodors  Wilfon  and  Hall  alfo  publiihed  their  joint 
fentiments  on  the  fubjed ;  as  did  Mr.  Tytler  his  ob- 
fervations  on  the  quality  of  waters  in  and  near  this 
town,  in  which  he  charged  Dr.  Rotheram  with  hav* 
ing  prejudiced  the  public  again(l  Coxlodge  water., 
which  had  on  a  memorable  occafion,  at  Bath,  been 
called  *•  throwing  a  toad  into  the  fpring." 

The  magiftrates,  however,  not  confining  the  infor- 
mation they  might  receive  by  the  enquiries  of  thefe 
profeffional  gentlemen,  efpecially  as,  which  is  not 
feldom  the  cafe,  the  *'  Dodors  difagreed,"  had  the 
precaution  to  tranfmit  famples  of  the  different  waters 
in  and  about  Newcaftle  to  Dr.  Black,  profelibr  of 
chemiftry,  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  Dr.  Saunders,  lec- 
turer on  chemiftry,  at  London.  The  refult  of  all 
which  was,  that  they  gave  the  preference  to  Cox- 
lodge water.  This  report  Mr.  Richard  Lambert, 
furgeon,  was  direded  to  publifh  in  the  Newcaftle 
Courant,  which  was  accordingly  inferted  in  that 
news- paper,  November  3,  1770. 

The  opinions  of  thefe  chemical  philofophers,  the 
firft  of  their  profeffion  in  Europe,  determined  the 
choice  of  the  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle. 

Accord* 
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Accordingly,  on  the  lyth  of  September,  177O, 
the  common-council  ordered  a  leafe,  under  their 
feal,  to  be  granted  to  Mr.  Ralph  Lodge,  and  the 
other  proprietors  of  the  undertaking,  to  fupply 
the  town  of  Newcaille  with  good  water,  of  a  piece 
of  ground  at  the  foot  or  fouth  end  of  the  Fown- 
moor,  with  liberty  to  dig  and  make  a  refervoir  there, 
and  to  eredt,  fet  up,  and  make  one  hundred  fire- 
plugs, or  fuch  further  number  as  fliould  be  wanted, 
in  convenient  and  proper  parts  of  the  town,  within 
or  without  the  walls,  at  the  diredion  of  the  com* 
mon*council,  to  be  ufed  for  extinguiihing  cafual 
fires ;  as  alfo  to  make  a  proper  pipe  trench,  and  lay 
and  keep  pipes  therein,  for  bringing  water  from 
Coxlodge  grounds,  through  the  Town.moor,  to  the 
faid  refervoir,  and  from  thence  into  the  town,  for  the 
term  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-feven  years,  from 
the  nth  day  of  Odober  following,  at  the  annual 
leot  of  thirteen  (hillings  and  fourpence.  On  condi- 
tion alfo,  that  the  mayor  and  burgefles  fliould  pay 
fifty  pounds  per  annum  to  the  faid  proprietors  for 
the  above  hundred  fire-plugs,  and  ten  (hillings 
a-piece  yearly  for  any  others  that  might  be 
wanted. 

December  18,  1777,  there  was  an  order  of  com- 
mon-council to  empower  Mr.  Richard  Brown,  ccU 
licry  viewer,  and  Mr.  John  Fenwick,  town's  fur- 
veyor,  to  proceed  fn  .the  neceflTary  works  for  convey- 
ing the  water  in  Spring  Gardens,  at  the  head  of 
Gallowgate.  into  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  public  at  large,  agreeable  to  the  particulars 
and  eftimate  that  had  been  laid  before  them. 

This  water  had  been  generoufly  proffered  to  the 
public  by  George  Stephenfon,  Efq.  of  Elfwjck,  jn  ^ 
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letter  addrefled  to  the  common-council,  who  ac- 
cepted his  kind  offer,  and  are  faid  to  have  expended 
five  hundred  pounds  in  preparing  aquedudb  for  con- 
veying it  into  the  town. 

We  hope  to  be  excufed  in  being  rather  copiolis  in 
the  detailed  account  which  we  have  prefented  to 
our  readers,  of  the  attempts  which  the  corporatioa 
of  this  town  have  made,  for  a  number  of  years, 
nay  centuries  pad,  to  obtain  and  fecure  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  this  moft  neceffary  of  all  elements,  for  the 
fupport  and  comfort  of  human  life.  The  linen,  the 
complexion,  the  livelinefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  any- 
large  town,  like  this,  are  known  by  the  quality  of  the 
water  which  they  enjoy.  And  if  we  cannot  affent  to 
the  maxim  of  the  Grecian  fage,  who  affirmed,  that 
^*  water  is  not  only  the  beft  of  all  the  elements,  but  it 
is  the  firft  principle  and  origin  of  all  things ;"  yet  we 
can  fay  with  him,  it  is  a  pure,  pleafant,  and  delight- 
ful element,  and  without  which  man  could  not  exift. 
It  mingles  with,  and  forms  thegreateft  ^art  of  the 
mafs  of  our  blood  ;  it  penetrates  our  arteries,  veins, 
nerves,  and,  in  a  word,  pervades  our  whole  animal 
frame  :  the  magiftrates,  therefore,  who  are  afliduous 
in  procuring  an  ample  fupply  pf  this  moft  neceflary 
fluid  deferve  well  of  their  fellow  citizens.  It  is  re- 
markable what  prodigious  pains  and  expence  the 
roagiftrates  of  the  firft  city  in  the  world,  London, 
have  employed  to  procure,  at  any  expence,  and  from 
any  diftance,  fuch  abundance  of  foft,  delicious  wa- 
ter, as  is  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  capital  in  the 
world. 

It  has  long  been  the  pride  and  boaft  of  Ne wcaftle, 
that  the  inhabitants  enjoy,  with  no  very  great  ex- 
pence,  tbe  way,. the  water ^  and  the  word. 

Before 
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Before  wc  proceed  to  the  more  interefting  branches 
of  our  hiftory,  we  may,  to  avoid  confufion,  ia  this 
place,  give  an  account  of  the 

Boundaries  of  the  Town  ofNewcq/lte. 

When  the  mayor  and  burgefles  perambulate  the 
boundaries  of  their  liberties,  they  proceed  as  follows* 
They  go  from  the  Guildhall  to  the  blue  ftone  oa 
the  bridge;  from  thente,  along  the  Clofe,  to  the 
boundary *{tone  ftanding  againft  the  eaft  corner  of  the 
iron  foundery,  immediately  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
runner  called  Skinner's-bourn ;  up  that  bourn,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  ground  belonging  to  the  Infirm- 
ary, and  through  the  garden  of  the  late  Mr,  Geo. 
Anderfon,  to  the  Weft-gate ;  from  thence,  up  the 
lane,  to  a  ftone  nearly  oppofite  to  St.  John's  poor« 
hottfc :  from  thence  eaftward,  down  the  lane  to 
Gallowgate  ;  thence  cro fling  a  low  houfe  near  the 
pant,  through  a  part  of  the  ground  called  Spring, 
gardens ;  thence  onward,  l>y  the  infide  of  the  dykes, 
by  the  boundary-ftones  in  the  lands  of  Elfwick ;  from 
thence,  on  the  infide  of  the  hedge  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Town-moor,  by  the  boundary-ftones  on  the  lands 
of  Fenham  :  crofs  the  Fonteland  turnpike*road,  tiien 
by  the  infide  of  the  hedges,  to  the  north-weft  corner 
of  the  Nun  Vmoor,  in  the  lands  of  Kenton  and  Cox- 
lodge;  by  the  north  fide  of  the  Nun's  and  Town-moor, 
to  the  Morpeth  turnpike  ;  crofling  which,  by  the 
boundary- ftones,  in  the  infide  of  the  hedges,  of  the 
lands  of  Gosforth,  on  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the 
Town-moor;  then  crofling  the  road  leading  to  Kil. 
lingworth.  &c.  fouthward  by  the  boundary- Hones  on 
the  infide  of  the  hedges  of  the  lands  of  Jefmond,  to 

the 
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the  Barras-biidge  ;  thence,  along  the  lane,  to  Sandi* 
ford-bridge ;  thence  fouthward,  through  the  Shield* 
field,  over  a  houfe  there,  adjoining  to  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Oufe-boum ;  thence  on  a  line  fouthward,  by 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  Red-barns  pond,  to  the  boundary- 
Hone  at  the  eaft  corner  of  the  garden-wall  of  the  Red- 
barns  ;  then  eaftward,  by  the  boundary-ftones,  to  the 
Oufe-boum,  eroding  a  little  above  the  Gib,  the  boun* 
dary-line  trends  fouth-eaft  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
houfes  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Shields  turnpike,  near  to 
the  gate :  from  thence,  by  the  lands  of  Byker,  to 
St.  Lawrence's  Dyke  j  then  fouthward,  to  the  boun. 
dary  /lone  ftanding  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  runner 
near  the  gate  leading  from  St.  Peter's  Quay  to  the 
Muftiroom  glafshoufes ;  thence  by  the  Glafshoufe- 
bridge,  up  the  road,  to  the  Shields  turnpike  ;  thence 
through  St.  AnnVftreet,  to  the  Swirle,  the  ancient 
boundary  eaftward  of  the  town  ;  through  Sandgate, 
along  the  Quayfide  and  the  Sandhill,  to  Guildhall. 

Such  are  the  boundaries  of  this  famous  and  ancient 
town ;  which  is  ten  miles  and  fifty  yards  in  circum* 
ference. 

In  the  year  1751,  an  order  of  common-council  was 
made,  that  the  boundaries  of  the  town,  by  land, 
fhould  be  perambulated  once  in  three  years  ;  which 
has  been  obferved,  in  general,  ever  fince. 

The  day  appointed  for  riding  the  boundaries  is, 
when  the  weather  happens  to  be  favourable,  devoted 
to  general  feftivity  and  amufement,  efpecially  by 
the  younger  part  of  the  inhabitants.  They  at- 
tend in  crowds  ;  and  when  the  boundary-ftones 
are  faluted,  by  the  mayor  and  his  fuite,  with  parcels 
of  currants,  raifins,  confedlions,  Sec  the  conteft  for  a 
participation  in  the  delicious  fcramble  is  arduous  and 

violent  i 
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Tiolent ;  fo  that  often  a  young  competitor  is  over- 
thrown in  the  unequal  ftruggle;  who,  however,  foon 
recovers  his  former  pofition,  ready  for  a  frelh  exertion 
of  activity  at  the  next  boundary-ftone. 

Thcfe  cxtenfive  pofleffions  of  the  free  burgefles  of 
Newcaftle  are  continually  increafing  in  value  and 
confequence — See  Public  Revenues  of  the  town. 

It  would  be  an  omiffion  highly  reprehenfible,  if 
we  did  not  give  a  particular  account  of  this  extenfive 
public  property.  To  proceed  regularly,  we  begin 
with  that  part  which  lies  fartheft  fouth,  and  fo  on 
northward. 

The  forth. 

From  Skinner-bourn  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  includ- 
ing the  fite  of  the  Infirmary,  (for  an  account  of  which 
fee  Public  InftitutionsJ  is  the  place  called  the  Forth, 
anciently  named  (fays  Bourne)  the  Firth;  which 
lies  without  the  walls  of  the  town,  adjoining,  on  the 
fouth,  to  a  certain  little  clofe,  called  Goofe-green- 
clofe ;  then  it  extends  to  another  inclofure,  named 
Dove-cote-clofe  ;  and  from  thence  weftward,  to  the 
fartheft  ditch  of  that  clofe,  which  is  the  common  way 
that  leads  into  what  is  properly  named  the  Forth. 
It  contains  eleven  acres  of  ground,  was  furveyed 
by  order  of  the  long  parliament,  in  the  year  1649, 
and  then  valued  at  twelve  pounds  per  annum. 

It  was  valued  tithe-free.  The  corporation  paid 
four  pounds  per  annum  to  the  king  for  it. 

How  it  obtained  this  particular  name  of  Forth,  an- 
ciently called  Firth,  is  not  eafy  to  form  any  certain 
conjcSure.  For  the  term  forth,  or  firth,  is  ufually, 
if  not  always,  applied  to  an  extenfive  inlet  or  arm  of 
thefea. 

Bourne's 
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Bourne's  conjedlure  is  amufing,  if  it  be  not  cor- 
reft.  He  quotes  from  Blount's  law  didlionarj,  on 
the  etymology  of  the  wprd  forth  or  frith,  that  it  is 
derived  from  the  Saxon  word  fritb^  which  (ignifies 
peace ;  as  if  a  portion  of  the  fea,  retiring  from 
the  tempeftuous  ocean,  feeks  a  calm  retreat 
in  the  bofom  of  foroe  winding  bay.  For  the 
Saxons  held  feveral  woods  to  be  facred ;  and  that 
people,  who  were  then  poflelTed  of  Northamberland, 
and  this  place  particularly,  inhabiting  about  tbofe 
parts  of  the  wall  where  the  town  now  is,  gave  the 
name  of/r//A,  ox  peace ^  to  this  fequeftered  fituation  ; 
as,  by  the  gloominefs  of  the  trees^  with  which  it  then 
abounded,  a  kind  of  melancholy  devotion  was  there- 
by excited  in  the  fuperftitious  minds  of  thofe  blinded 
heathens. 

However  that  be,  fo  remote  as  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.  a  licence  was  granted  to  the  townfmen  of  New- 
caftle  to  dig  coals  and  ftones  in  this  place  called  the 
Forth.  And  here  it  was,  as  fome  imagine,  that  the 
firft  coals  about  Newcaftle  were  wrought.  Others 
think  that  this  mineral,  afterwards  fo  univerfally  ufcd, 
and,  to  this  town,  fo  advantageous,  was  firft  dif- 
covered  and  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  fuel,  in  the 
Caftle  Leazes. 

This  pleafant  piece  of  ground  has  been  ever  em-» 
ployed  as  a  place  for  drying  linen,  as  well  as  for  the 
recreation  of  the  town's-people.  .  This  appears  to  be 
the  cafe ;  for,  in  the  year  1657.  a  bowling-green  was 
made,  and  a  tavern  built,  with  a  balcony  projeding 
from  the  front,  a^d  a  parapet  wall ;  from  whence 
the  fpedators,  calmly  fmoking  their  pipes  and  enjoy- 
ing their  glafles^  beheld  the  fpoartfmen. 

And 
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To.  heighten  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  Forth,  a 
wall,  fonning  a  fquare,  was  built  all  around  it,  and 
two  rows  of  lime  trees,  at  equal  diftances,  were  plant* 
ed  within  the  wall ;  which,  in  a  fhort  time,  formed  a 
complete  fhade  for  the  inhabitants,  who  frequent* 
ed  this  kind  of  Lyceum,  in  their  morning  and 
evening  walks.  Thefe  trees  were  brought  from  Hol« 
hnd ;  fince  they  were  cut  fquare  over,  at  about  fif« 
teen  feet  from  the  ground,  for  years  they  (hot  out 
afitfli,  but  they  are  now  going  faft  to  decay. 

It  feems  all  along,  fays  Bourne,  to  have  been  a 
place  of  recreation.  For  it  was  an  ancient  cuftom 
for  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fheriflf  of  Newcaftle, 
accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  burgefles,  to 
proceed  every  year,  at  the  feafts  of  Eafter  and  Whit- 
funtide,  to  this  place,  with  the  maces,  fword,  and  cap 
of  maintenance,  carried  before  them.  The  great 
coocourfc  ttill,  efpecially  of  the  younger  part  of  the 
community,  at  thefe  feafons,  and  at  this  place  in  par^ 
ticular,  are  the  remains  of  this  ancient  and  fimple 
cuilom. 

The  elevated  fituation  of  this  delightful  fpot,  its 
Ticinity  to  the  town,  its  commanding  profpei^  of  the 
adjacent  country,  all  tend  to  render  it  exceedingly 
pleaiant. 

But  of  late,  the  conftant  exerciiing  of  troops  on 
the  green,  and  putting  horfes  and  cattle  upon  the 
oeighbouring  field,  have  greatly  defaced  the  beauty 
of  the  place,  and  entirely  fubverted  its  original  and 
peaceful  intention* 

Here  are  feme  fine  private  dwelling-houfes,  with 

elegant  gardens  before  them;    alfo  a  large  public 

building,  clofe  to  the  JForth-houfe,  called  the  Circus, 

trtded  for  a  place  of  exercife  to  in({ru£t  young  g^n. 

X  tlemea 
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tiemen  in  the  manly  praAice  of  horfemanftiip.^  Mr. 
Jones  did  not  meet  with  adequate  encouragement^ 
and  the  Circus  is  now  converted  into  a  large  work* 
(hop,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dudgeon,  an  ingenious  mill- 
wright and  engineer. 

Grey  fays,  that  the  Forth  was  given  to  the  towns* 
men  by  Edward  III.  for  fervices  done  to  that  prince. 
Bourne  thinks,  if  this  is  corredl,  it  was  for  the  bold 
exploit  'of  (allying  out,  defeating  the  Earl  of  Mur- 
ray's army,  who  then  were  befieging  NewcafUe,  and 
taking  him  prifoner,  anno  1342. 

A  little  farther  north  is 


WARDEN'S  CLOSE. 

This  portion  of  the  town's  lands  formerly  belonged 
to  the  warden  of  Tynemouth  Priory.  Here,  fays  Grey^ 
he  had  his  houfe,  garden,  and  fi(h-pond.  This  might 
be  the  cafe,  as  the  monaftery  of  Black-friars  was  ad- 
jacent to  Warden's  Clofe,  and  was  dependent  on  the 
Priory  of  Tynemouth  ;  and  from  that  field,  that  bro- 
therhood had  their  ciftern  of  water.  The  Lunatic 
Hofpital  is  built  here,  of  which,  and  of  the  beautiful 
New  Medical  Baths,  fee  Public  Foundations,  tfr. 

Still  northward,  another  field  adjoining  to  War- 
den's Clofe  was,  from  its  fhape,  called  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Clofe.  In  it,  in  former  times,  was  a  cidern 
of  fine  water.  This  field,  or  clofe,  is  now  converted 
into  a  large  kitchen  garden,  and  a  number  of  fmall 
pleafant  fpots,  let  out  to  diflferent  perfons. 

We  now  come  to  the  moft  valuable  and  extenfive 
of  the  land-property  of  the  free  burgeflles  of  New- 
caftle,  viz. 

The 
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The  castle. LEAZES,  &c. 

This  large  trad  of  ground  belongs  to  the  town, 
and  contains  (lays  Bourne)  one  hundred  and  forty- 
one  acres  of  valuable  land.  Grey  informs  us»  that 
the  Caftle-Leazes,  or  Caftle-Field,  was  the  gift  of 
king  John  to  the  good  men  of  NewcaiUe.  He  adds, 
^  However  this  be,  it  is  certain  that  it  had  been  the 
property  of  the  town,  even  fo  far  back  as  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  III. ;  for,  in  the  31ft  year  of 
that  prince's  reign,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  took  an 
inquiiition,  in  the  Caftle-Field,  on  a  Palm-Sunday 
eve,  defiring  the  confirmation  of  the  Caftle-Moor 
and  Field,  and  the  privileges  belonging  to  them. — 
And  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  Weft* 
minfter,  confirmed  to  the  burgefles  of  Newcaftle 
the  other  charters  they  had  obtained,  and  alfo  the 
pofleflBon  of  the  Caftle-Moor  and  Caftle-Fleld.— 
He  alfo,  as  appears  by  the  faid  charters,  confirmed 
to  the  burgefles,  and  their  heirs,  the  liberty  of  dig- 
ging coals,  ftone,  and  all  other  advantages  arifing 
finom  the  faid  Caftle-Moor." 

This  unportant  charter,  the  bafis  of  the  burgefles' 
rights  to  the  Town-Moor,  &c.  runs  thus  :— *'  Nos 
conceffimus  pro  nobis  et  beredibus  nojlris^  ^c'^  **  We 
grant  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  aforefaid  burgejfes 
and  their  heirs  have  and  bold  the  aforefaid  moor  and 
lands,  XScr 

The  mill  in  the  Caftle-Leazes,  commonly  called 
Chimley-mill,  upon  the  rivulet  named  Bailiff-bourn, 
and  the  other,  called  Little  Mill,  were  valued  by  an 
inqiiifition,  and  ordered  by  parliament,  1649,  at  ten 
pounds  per  annum  for  each  mill.  The  whole  Forth 
X  2  and 
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and  Town-Moor  were  valued,  at  the  fame  time,  at 
twenty-feven  pounds  per  annum.  This  ground  was 
always  valued  tythe-free. 

On  this  trad  of  the  town's  ground,  the  late  Mr. 
Smith  built,  a  few  years  ago.  an  extenfive  manufac- 
tory for  tobacco  and  fnufF,  with  fome  elegant  dwel- 
ling-houfes  and  gardens.  They  are  ftill  poffeffed  by 
Mr.  Harrifon,  his  fon-in-law. 

Another  material  and  extenfive  part  of  the  town* 
lands  is 

The  TOWN-MOOR. 

It  is,  fays  Bourne,  a  very  fpacious  piece  of  ground, 
containing  1037  acres  i  rood  z  perches.  In  very  re- 
ipote  times,  it  is  laid  to  have  been  a  wood,  famous  for 
oaks,  out  of  which  have  been  built  many  hundreds 
of  (hips,  and  alfo  all  the  houfes  of  the  old  town  of 
Newcaftle.  Whether  the  houfes  were  built  from 
oaks  cut  upon  the  Town-moor  or  not,  is  not  eafily 
afcertained ;  but  that  moft  of  the  houfes  on  the  Sand- 
hill, the  Clofe,  8tc.  were  built  with  that  wood,  is  cer- 
tainly true ;  for,  from  dates  on  fomc  of  them,  they 
are  of  great  antiquity. 

The  Moor,  together  with  the  Caflle-Leazes,  called 
alfo  the  Caftle-moor  and  Caftle  field,  were  the  right 
of  the  town,  and  accounted  fo,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  HI.  who,  in  the  frefh  charter  which  he  gave 
the  town,  confirmed  to  the  burgefles  all  their  former 
privileges,  their  holding  of  thofe  lands,  working  coal, 
ftones,  &c.  in  them,  together  with  all  the  profits  arif- 
ing  from  them,  in  the  fame  manner  he  had  confirm- 
ed  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  which  l)ad  been 
granted  by  the  kings,  his  predeceflbrs,  to  the  bur- 
gefies  of  Newcaftle. 

The 
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The  ancient  bounds  of  the  Town-moor,  which  are 
the  fame  at  this  day,  are  thus  defcribed  in  the  above 
charter  of  king  Edward  III.  viz.  '*  From  a  certain 
place  called  Thorn-bulb,  near  the  Crofs;  (which 
feems  to  have  been  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Bams* 
bridge,  near  a  Crofs  which  was  ereded  there  before 
St.  James's  chapel,  and  which  was  thrown  down  by 
the  town-furveyor,  no  doubt  to  prevent  what  he 
thought  idolatry)  and  then,  by  certain  divifions,  fet 
up  towards  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle,  as  far  as  the 
gallows,  one  poft  of  which  flood  on  the  boundary  be« 
tween  the  land  of  the  prior  of  Tynemouth,  and  the 
other  on  that  of  the  town  of  NewcaftJe ;  and  fo  on 
by  the  Quarrel-dyke,  (that  is,  the  Quarry-dyke)  and 
thence,  by  the  king's  way,  to  the  faid  town." 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  the  Caftle  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  Auguft  13,  in  the  18th  year  of  the  reign 
of  James  I.  Caftle-moor  appears  to  have  contained 
848  acres  ;  and  the  boundaries  are  defcribed,  at  that 
tiflne,  as  beginning  at  a  certain  houfe,  called  Sick- 
manVhoufe,  on  the  fouth,  and  fo  extending  to  the 
fields  of  Jefmond  on  the  eaft,  to  a  certain  corner 
there;  and  from  thence  turning  weftward,  to  the 
gate  leading  from  Newcaftle  to  Morpeth,  and  fo  on 
weftward,  near  the  Umits  of  Coxlodge,  on  the  north, 
to  the  corner  of  the  NunVmoor :  on  the  weft,  to  a 
certain  comer,  where  a  hedge  was  anciently,  near  the 
Cow.gate,  leading  from  Newcaftle  to  Hexham ;  by 
the  boundaries  of  the  fields  of  Elfwick,  on  the  fouth, 
to  the  gallows ;  and  from  thence  turning  weft  ward 
and  north,  by  the  bounds  and  territories  of  £aft-field 
on  the  weft,  to  a  certain  corner  of  the  Caftle*  field ; 
and  turning  fouth  and  eaft,  by  the  boundaries  of  the 
Caftle-field  on  the  fouth,  to  the  faid  houfe^  called 
Sick-manVhoufe. 

In 
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In  the  times  of  the  commonwealth,  it  was  reported^ 
fays  Bourne,  that  the  coal-mine,  or  coUieryv  in  the 
Town-moor  extended  itfelf  one  hundred  acres,  and 
that  the.  value  of  it  was  to  the  town  thirty-five  pounds 
per  annum. 

In  the  year  1739,  an  advertifement  appeared  in 
the  Courant  paper,  to  '•  let  the  colliery  of  the  Town* 
moor."  By  this  it  would  appear,  that  the  defign  en- 
tertained  by  the  corporation,  of  **  claiming  the  roy- 
alty, minerals,  and  furface  of  this  extenfive  proper* 
ty,*'  was  not  fuddenly  taken  up,  in  1770 ;  the  open 
avowal  of  which  occafioned  the  famous  trial,  of  which 
we  will  give  an  impartial  account. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Humphrey  Gill  and  John 
Cooke,  dated  Odober  28,  1657,  to  make  a  way,  and 
bring  coals  out  of  Fenham-fields,  over  the  Town- 
moor,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  yards  from  the  high- 
way leading  over  the  faid  moor ;  leave  was  given  by 
the  common  council,  to  caufe  a  gate  to  be  hung,  and 
the  way  to  be  paved  from  the  gate,  to  the  faid  high- 
way, upon  Mr.  Ord,  of  Fenham,  paying  annually  one 
Ihilling.  This,  and  other  fimilar  grants,  gave  gteat 
offence  to  the  burgefles,  and  produced  great  conten- 
tion in  the  public  meetings. 

In  the  year  1747,  the  turnpike-road,  over  the 
Town -moor, on  the  way  leading  to  Morpeth,  was  be- 
gun by  the  corporation,  at  their  own  expence.  It 
was  in  the  form  of  a  large  caufeway ,  eleven  yards  in 
breadth,  well  paved  with  whinftones,  and  was  com- 
pleted  in  the  year  j  749 ;  William  Joyce,  furveyon 
That  from  Gallowgate  to  Weft  Cowgatc,  was  made 
anno  1753. 

Newcaftlehas  not,  like  towns  of  lefs  confequence . 
and  opulence,  aflfeded  taking  the  lead  in  falhionable 

amufe- 
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amufemcnts.  Horfe^races,  \i{hich  at  prefent  are  an- 
nually run  upon  the  Town-moor,  appear  formerly  to 
have  been  run  upon  KiUingworth-moor,  in  the  vicL 
nity  of  that  town.  But,  by  an  ad  of  common-coun- 
c3,  a  race-ground  was  formed  on  the  Town-moor ; 
and  in  the  year  1756,  another  order,  by  the  fame  au- 
thority, was  given,  for  feventy-five  pounds  to  be  laid 
out  towards  putting  the  race-ground  in  good  condu 
tion«  The  courfe  is  two  miles  in  circumference,  and 
is  excellently  calculated  for  that  amufement. 

But  as  the  races  always  take  place  in  June,  and 
about  the  fummer  folftice,  it  frequently  happens  to 
be  rainy  weather ;  luckily  for  viduallers,  bu(  luck* 
lefs  indeed  for  pedeftrian  fpedators,  who  are  often 
completely  drenched. 

This  year,  1801,  the  races  at  Newcaftle  were  at- 
tended by  the  greateft  number  of  running  horfes 
ever  known  north  of  Newmarket  and  York ;  near 
fifty  being  entered  for  the  various  fweepftakes,  plates, 
and  matches,  during  the  week. 

Adjacent  to  the  ftarting-poft,  Mr.  Loftus  has 
ereded  an  elegant  edifice,  two  dories  high,  now 
called  the  Grand  Standi  which,  being  built  of  (tone, 
pirfents  a  very  fthking  appearance.  It  is  intended, 
not  merely  as  a  place  of  accommodation  for  fpeftators 
at  the  races,  but  as  a  public  tavern  during  the  fum« 
mer  feafon,  being  handfomely  furniflied  and  fitted 
up  for  that  purpofe.  The  external  afped  of  the 
building  is  equal  to  that  of  any  gentleman's  manfion 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  from  the  galleries  on  its 
roof  the  fpe2lators  command  a  view  nearly  all  round 
the  courfe. 

The  firft  king's  purfe  of  an  hundred  guineas,  run 
for  upon  the  Town^moor,  was  won  by  a  borfe  called 

CatOy 
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■  "  *  ■  t        '■'  ■■  i 

CalOh  the  property  of  Qeorge  Bowes,  Efq.  June  5th, 
»753- 

NUN'$  MOOR. 

This  large  tradf  lies  between  the  thorn-bufli 
and  the  hedge  that  feparates  it  from  the  grounds 
of  Kenton.  Richard  I.  confirmed  to  St.  Mary's 
and  the  nuns  of  St.  Bartholomew,  the  lands  which 
had  been  granted  them  by  Afelack,  the  foun- 
der  of  that  hofpitat.  The  land,  from  its  becoming 
the  property  of  thcfe  nuns,  got  the  name  of  Nun's 
Field,  or  Nun's  Moor.  In  the  fourth  year  of  Henry 
VIII.  Dame  Joan,  priorefs  of  the  monaftery  of  St, 
Bartholomew^  and  the  convent  of  the  fame,  granted 
a  leafe  of  the  Nun's  Moor  for  one  hundred  yean,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  twenty-three  (hillings  and  four« 
pence,  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  Newcaftle. 

After  the  diflblution  of  the  aforefaid  monaftery,  it 
became  the  property,  by  royal  grants,  of  fereral  gen- 
tlemen ;  and,  in  the  year  165 1,  it  was  purchafed  from' 
Mr.  Charles  Brandling,  of  Gatefhead,  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  Newcaftle,  who  have  annexed  it  to  the 
Town-moorJ 

Thus  this  vaft  extent  of  uncultivated  land  generally 
named  theTown-moor  has  been  conveyed  down  from 
time  immemorial  to  the  free  burgefles  of  Newcaftle, 
to  this  day,  and  who  confider  it  not  only  as  the 
moft  fubftantial  mark  of  the  paternal  regard  of  their 
forefathers  for  the  real  intcrcfts  of  their  pofterity^  but 
alfo,  as  it  conftitutes  the  moft  unalienable,  fo  it  is 
the  moft  valuable  of  their  franchifes  and  property^ 
as  burgefles  and  freemen  ! 

The  value  of  lands,  however,  continually  rifing^ 
and  it  being  well  known  that  the  feams  of  coal  in 

the 
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the  Town-moor  might,  if  wrought,  be  of  prodigious 
value,  that  extenlive  trad  of  ground  became,  a  few 
yean  fince,  an  objedl  of  general  attention,  both  on 
account  of  the  improveablenefs  of  its  foil,  and  of  the 
valuable  minerals  which  it  contains. 

From  motives  which  we  do  not  pretend  to  be  ac- 
quainted with,  the  common-council  inferted  an  ad- 
vertifemcnt  in  the  Newcaftle  Courant,  December  31, 
J  771,  intimating  that  that  part  of  the  Town-moor 
lying  on  the  weftern  turnpike  road,  from  Gallowgatc 
quarry  to  the  Weft  Cowgate,  containing  about  eighty- 
nine  acres,  was  to  be  let,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
cultivated  and  improved.  Such  was  the  tenor  of 
this  memorable  advertifement. 

We  Ihall  give  the  fentiments  of  Mr,  Brand  upon 

this  tranfa<5lion. "  This  matter  (fays  that  hifto- 

rian)  occalioned  a  violent  difpute  between  the  mayor 
and  common-council,  and  fome  of  the  burgeffes. 
Serjeant  Glynn,  recorder  of  London,  was  invited 
down  to  Ncwcaftle,  on  behalf  of  the  burgefles  in  this 
affair;  and  by  his  mediation  at  the  affizes,  Auguft 
10, 1773,  it  was  agreed  that  the  leafing  of  the  Town- 
moor  ihould  be  fettled  by  adt  of  parliament.  The 
burgefles  (adds  he)  in  the  oppofition  called  the 
agreement  made  on  this  occafion  a  viftory,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  delegates  from  each  com- 
pany to  carry  on  the  heads  of  a  bill  to  be  prefented 
to  parliament,  in  the  adjufting  of  which  they  had 
no  fraall  altercation  with  the  magiftrates.  The  adl 
paired  for  this  purpofe  A.  D.  1774,  14  Geo.  III." — 
Brand's  Hijl.  vol.  i.  p.  436. 

The  fcntcnce  of  the  court  was  in  the  following 

tenns. 

Y  Town 
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T'own  an  J  County  of  Newcqfth  upon  7^11^,1       At  the  afiizes  held 
cmd  County  of  the  fame  Town.  J  at  the  Guildhall  of  the 

faid  town,  in  and  for  die  faid  town  and  county  of  the  fame, 
on  Saturday  the  7th  day  of  Auguft,  13  of  Geo.  III.  &c.  be- 
fore the  hon.  Sir  Henry  Gould,  knight,  one  of  the  juftices 
of  his  majefty's  doUrt  of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  hon.  Sir 
William  Blackfione,  knight,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  fame 
court,  two  of  his  majefty's  juftices  afttgned  to  take  the 
aftizes  according  to  the  ftatute,  &c. 

Hopper  verfus  1  It  is  ordered  by  the  confent  of  faid  parties, 
Bayle^  ^  alios,  j  their  counfel  and  attomies,  diat  the  laft  juror  of 
the  jury  empannelled  and  fwom  in  this  caufe  (hall  be  withdrawn 
from  the  pannel ;  and  by  the  like  confent,  and  by  the  confent  of 
William  Gibfon,  Efq.  town-clerk  of  Newcaftle  aforefaid,  on  be- 
half of  the  common-council  aforefaid,  &c.  ft  is  agreed  and  or- 
dered, that  an  application  (hall  be  made  for  an  adi  of  parliam^t 
to  eftabliih  fotever  to  reddent  freemen^  and  the  refident  widows 
of  deceafed  freemen  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle  aforefaid,  the  full 
right  and  benefit  to  the  herbage  of  the  Town-moor  for  two  milk 
cows,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  ufed,  fubje^  to  fuch 
reftri6lions  and  regulations  as  fliall  be  judged  neceflkry  for  the 
culture  and  improvement  bf  the  common,  and  (hall  be  prefcribed 
in  the  a<^,  which  are  to  be  fettled  and  agreed  upon  by  two  per- 
fons,  one  to  be  named  by  the  common-council,  and  the  other  by 
the  ft e wards  of  the  companies,  or  the  major  pan  of  them.  Such 
two  perfons  to  be  named  before  the  firft  day  of  November  next ; 
and  in  cafe  tliey  cannot  agree,  they  two  are  to  chufe  a  third  per- 
fon  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  by  agreement,  or  ballot.  And  it 
is  further  ordered,  diat  the  rents  to  arife  from  the  leafes  of  parts 
of  the  Town-moor  aforefaid  (which  may  be  made  for  improving 
the  common)  ftiall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  freemen, 
and  poor  widows  of  freemen,  in  the  manner  to  be  ptefcribcd  by 
the  faid  a<ft.  And  it  is  alfo  ordered,  that  the  quantity  to  be  in- 
clofed  for  improvement,  at  any  one  period,  Ihall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  acres ;  and  that  fuch  rights  ftiall  be  rcftored  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcaftle  as  owners  of  the  foil,  as  they  are  intitled 
unto.  And  it  is  alfo  ordered,  that  the  expcnces  of  the  faid  aft, 
and  alfo  the  cofts  in  this  aftion  of  the  plaintiff,  and  tlie  cofts  not 
exceeding  300I.  of  the  defendants,  fliall  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
revenue  of  the  faid  corporation. 

And 
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And  laftly,  it  is  ordered,  that  all  parties  perform  this  order, 
and  ihat  this  order  (hall  be  made  a  rule  of  his  majefty's  court 
•f  Common  Pleas,  if  the  juftices  of  faid  court  fhall  fo  pleafe. 

By  the  court, 

RTGGE. 

"  In  commenioration  of  this  event,"  fays  Brand, 
'*  and  as  a  reward  to  the  above  committee,  who 
condaded  the  caufe  of  the  burgeffes,  the  members 
thereof  were  unanimoufly  prefented  with  the  free, 
dam  of  feveral  of  the  companies.  That  of  the  Tay- 
lors prefented  each  of  the  committee  with  a  gold 
ring,  in  the  fignet  of  each  of  which,  under  a  cryftal, 
was  reprcfented  Liberty  ftepping  out  of  her  temple, 
with  a  label  proceeding  from  her  mouth,  infcribed 
''  Tofwn^moorfaved  Augujl  lOib,  1773."  On  the  in- 
fide,  •?  Concordia  parva  res  crefcunt  :'*  *'  By  concord 
finall  things  encreafe^      Round   the   inner  verge, 

**  Taylor's  Camp,  to "  (naming  each  member). 

And  round  the  outer  verge  this  motto  :  "  Vox  popuLi^ 
'^xDei:'*   **  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 

God:' 

Such  .is  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Brand  of  this 
bmcm  trial,  the  happy  efFeds  of  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be  enjoyed  by  all  parties  to. the  remoteft 
ages. 

But,  as  that  hiftorian  was,  and  ftill  continues  to 
^^  charged  with  courtly  partiality  towards  thofe  in 
power,  (although  his  hittory  occafioned  the  heavieft 
Mow  being  given  to  the  corporation  that  it  ever  re- 
ceived fince  its  cxillence)  we  fhall  fubjoin  another 
account  of  that  caufe,  and  the  iflue  of  it,  by  one  of 
the  mod  enlightened  burgeffes,  who  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  whole  procedure,  and  was  an 
cye-witnefs  to  the  caufe  in  every  ftage  of  its  pro- 
Y  2  grefs ; 
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grefs ;  and  alfo  the  fubftance  of  the  adl  of  parlia- 
ment, which  Mr.  Brand  has  not  inferted  in  his  hif- 
tory. 

"  Mr.  Brand,  fpeaking  of  the  advertifement  for 
letting  part  of  the  moor,  fays,  *  a  fimilar  defign  had 
been  in  agitation  fome  time  before,  but  was  fet  afide 
by  the  mayor  and  common- council,  as  impraclica- 
ble.'  Happy  would  it  have  been  (adds  our  anony- 
mous author)  had  they  continued  in  that  opinion. 
This,  however,  they  altered,  and  actually  let  the 
premifes  to  one  Hopper,  a  quaker,  for  a  term  of 
years.  The  burgefles,  deeming  this  an  illegal  ad, 
took  the  advice  of  able  counfel  in  London,  who  re- 
commended them  to  commit  a  trefpafs  upon  the 
alterations  made  by  Hopper,  which  they  did,  by 
breaking  down  the  hedge  inclofing  the  field  then 
growing  corn,  and  turning  their  own  cattle  into  the 
inclofure.  On  this,  an  adlion  was  brought  againft 
certain  of  the  burgefles  for  the  trefpafs,  before  judge 
Gould,  at  the  aflizes  held  at  Newcaftle,  anno  1773. 
Serjeant  Glynn,  then  recorder  of  London,  and  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  was 
retained  by  the  burgefles,  or  rather  benevolently 
came  to  free  them  fiom  their  oppreflbrs. 

"  The  caufe  was  opened  by  counfellor  Wallace, 
(afterwards  attorney-general)  on  behalf  of  the  profe* 
cution.  Serjeant  Glynn  admitted  the  trefpafs,  and 
claimed  the  right  of  pleading  to  the  cuftom,  which 
being  allowed,  he  proved  by  the  charter  of  king 
John,  confirmed  by  Edward  IIL  and  other  fucceed- 
ing  monarchs  of  England,  to  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  that  the  Town^moor  had  been  unalien- 
ably  granted  to  the  burgeflts  of  Newcaftle,  and  their 
fucceflbrs,  forever,    under  a  ceitain  fee-farm  rent, 

paid 
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paid  by  them  to  the  crown  previous  to  the  reign  of 
king  John,  which  Edward  III.  had  fully  confirmed, 
with  the  further  privilege  of  digging  coals,  ftones, 
mines,  minerals,  &.c.  therein,  to  their  own  ufe  and 
benefit,  without  any  lett  or  hindrance,  from  him,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceffors  ;  and  alfo  of  the  later  cuftom  of 
the  refident  burgefles,  and  the  refiJent  widows  of 
burgeiles,  depafturing  their  milk-cows  thereon,  un- 
der certain  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  the  general 
pifturage.    This  the  learned  counfel  demonftrated  in 
fuch  a  full,  explicit,  and  impreflive  manner,  to  the 
(atisfadtion  of  a  numerous  audience,  that  when  he 
had  clofed  his  eloquent  defence,  and  counfellor  Wal- 
lace was  alked  if  he  did  not  mean  to  make  a  reply^ 
the  latter  returned  this  memorable   anfwer:    '  Hjw 
can  I  reply  ?  He  has  pounded  me  in  a  common^  cmd  I 
cannot  get  out'     This  is  what  Mr,  Brand  calls  the 
'  Serjeanfs  mediation.'     But  it  was  manifeft  to  every 
one  prefent,  that  the  corporation  had  not  a  fingle 
foot  to  ftand  on  in  fupport  of  their  claim  of  a  right 
to  let  the  moor,  which  was  what  they  contended  for; 
nor  could  fuch  of  the  magiftrates  as  were  called  upon 
give  any  fatisfadtory  anfwers  to  the  queftions  put  to 
them,  but  feemed  to  be  all  entirely  difconcerted :  one 
indeed  was  fo  completely  at  a  lofs,  that  he  defired 
permii&on  of  the  court  to  go  home  to  obtain  fome 
minutes  to  refrefli  his  memory,  which  was  granted ; 
but  the  bufinefs  was  compromifed  by  agreement  be- 
fore his  return,  by  withdrawing  a  juror,  the  corpo- 
ration agreeing  to  pay  every   expcnce,    and  that 
alfo  of  obtaining  an  a6l  of  parliament  for  a  perma- 
nent fettlement  of  the  bufinefs. 

•*  The  fubftance  of  the  act  obtained  in  confequence 

of  the  verdict  pafled  at  the  aflizes  was,  that  the  di- 

^  redion 
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reftion  of  the  prefcribed  management  of  the  tillage 
V12LS  vefted  in  the  ftewards  of  the  incorporated  com-* 
panies,  who  receive  and  diftribute  tire  profits  arifing 
therefrom,  as  the  aft  tlireds.  That  part,  weft  of  the 
weft  turnpike,  which  had  been  let  to  Mr.  Hopper, 
with  a  parcel  of  ground  to  the  eaftward  thereof,  ma- 
king together  an  hundred  acres,  was  publicly  let  in 
the  Guildhall^  according  to  the  new  ad  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  to  Mr.  Richard  Chambers,  tanner,  for  feven 
years,  at  fo  much  per  acre. 

**  Another  parcel  of  equal  fpace  was  next  let  to 
Mr.  Coulfon  of  Jefmond,  for  the  like  term,  and  at  a 
fixed  rate  per  acre.  But  a  difpute  arifing  between 
the  leflbrs  and  leffee,  relative  to  the  mode  of  culti- 
vation, it  was  terminated  by  a  trial  at  the  affizes, 
when  the  leflbrs,  who  were  the  profecutors,  obtained 
a  verdift  with  damages.  After  this,  it  being  con- 
ceived that  the  beft  means  to  effed  the  real  improve- 
ment of  the  foil  of  the  moor,  would  be  to  let  the 
leafes  upon  very  low  terms ;  and  that  part  of  the 
Nun's  Moor,  next  to  Hall's  Gate,  was  then  let  at  the 
very  low  rate  of  one  fliilling  per  acre,  which  had  the 
defired  effed ;  the  land  having  had  great  juftice 
done  to  it,  the  tenant  reaped  an  ample  reward  for 
his  induftry. 

**  In  the  year  1796,  another  hundred  acres  were  let 
to  Mr.  Ralph  Watfon. of  the  Cuftoms,  and  others,  at 
different  prices  per  acre,  according  to  the  value  of 
the  land,  and  its  quality. 

*'  The  committee  of  ftewards*  having  employed  the 
money  obtained  as  damages  of  Mr.  Coulfon  to  the 
improvement  of  the  common  in  general,  it  is  now 
in  a  better  ftate  than  ever  it  was  known  to  be  be- 
fore J  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  that  they  have  paid 
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the  ftrideft  attention  to  the  advancement  thereof, 
and  that  their  care  has  been  amply  recompenfed. 

"  Since  the  obtaining  the  above  aft  of  parliament, 
the  ftewards  of  the  different  companies  have  formed 
themfelves  into  a  kind  of  aflbciated  body,  to  watch 
over  the  Town-moor,  and  the  rights  of  the  burgelTes 
at  la^e ;  for  which  purpofe  they  appoint  an  annual 
committee,  who  eled  a  chairman ;  which  committee 
aflemble  the  whole  body  of  ftewards  occafionally, 
under  the  penalty  of  a  fine  for  non-attendance,  fee. 
The  different  fte wards  take  the  fenfe  of  their  compa- 
nies on  any  matter  of  public  import,  and  report  the 
fame   at  the  next  appointed  meeting  of  (tewavds, 
when  the  bufinefs  is  fettled  according  to  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  prefent,  who  are  to  vote  agreeable  to 
the  dirc£Uon  of  the  company  whom  they  reprefent. 
Certain  it  is,  that  this  body  of  men,  although  un« 
authorifed  by  either  law  or  charter  to  aft  as  a  body, 
except  in  the  particular  inftances  pointed  out  by  the 
aft  for  the  improvement  of  the  common,  have  yet, 
by  their  prudent  conduft  and  fteady  attention  to  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  the  burgcffes  in  general,  ob- 
tained the  confidence  of  the  companies  and  refideot 
freemen,  who  look  upon  them  as  a  kind  of  third 
eftate,  or  intermediate  body  between  the  magiftracy, 
the  common-council,  and  the  community  of  bur- 
geff^:s  at  large ;  and  they  will  continue  to  be  refpeft- 
ed  (o  long  as  they  make  no  attempt  in  public  affairs, 
of  the  church  or  ftate.     One  thing  is  obvious,  that 
it  certainly  would  render  the  feveral  companies  more 
truly  refpedable,  were  they  to  confider  how  much  it 
is  their  ioterell  to  eled  the  mofl  prudent  and  dif- 
creet  of  their  rcfpedive  brotherhoods  to  repsefent 
them  as  ftewards,  not  only  at  thofe  meetings  which 
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more  immediately  concern  their  own  pecuniary  wel- 
fare, but  at  fuch  alfo  which  may  be  of  a  more  pub- 
lic nature/* 

The  fame  able  and  well-informed  burgefs,  lately 
deceafed,  goes  on  to  obferve  : — 

•*  The  Castle-Leazes  continues  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  purpofes  of  depafturing  the  milch^cows  of  re- 
fident  burgefles  and  refident  widows,  and  it  is  for 
that  reafon  annually  *  bained^  or  kept  from  pafturing 
thereupon,  till  the  grafs  becomes  full  of  nouriftiment 
and  juice, 

**  There  is  certainly  a  want  of  agricultural  aflift* 
ance  to  render  this  valuable  large  tradl  of  ground  as 
prolific  as  it  might,  and  indeed  ought,  to  be ;  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  the  public  attention  will  be  fhortly 
called  thereto,  particularly  as  the  moor  is  now  in 
fuch  an  improved  (late,  that  the  Leazes  may  in  a 
little  time  be  difpenfed  with,  and  appropriated  to 
fuch  a  courfe  of  regular  cultivation,  as  may  tend  to 
improve  the  pafturage  to  a  high  degree.  The  Nun*s- 
Moor,  as  has  been  obferved,  was  laid  down  from  till- 
age for  pafture,  and  is  now  in  the  mod  excellent 
condition. 

•*  But  the  greateft  advantage  which  ever  poflibly 
could  accrue  to  the  burgefles  of  Newcaftle,  from  the 
Town-Moor,  or  the  Caftle-Leazes,  would  arifc  from 
working  that  valuable  feam  of  main-coal  which  lies 
under  its  furface,  and  which,  the  public  fays,  is  of 
the  very  beft  quality  of  that  mineral.  This  right, 
the  late  ad  has  clearly  afcertained  to  be  vefted  in 
the  burgefles  at  large,  and  which,  by  (heir  charter 
of  the  31ft  of  Edward  III.  is  put  beyond  all  difpute, 

•*  But  fuch  is,  and  perhaps  ever  has  been,  the  jea- 
loufy  reigning  between  the  governing  and  the  go- 
verned 
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vcmed  party,  that  it  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  be 
brought  about,  but  under  the  diredion  of  an  adt  of 
parliament,  by  which  it  might  be  fettled  that  the 
nect  profits  arifing  from  fuch  an  undertaking  were 
folely  to  be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  old  and 
decayed  burgeffes,  their  widows,  children,  or  or- 
phans, under  the  management  of  a  committee,  to 
be  annually  chofen  from  the  feveral  companies ;  of 
which  committee  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  (herifF, 
for  the  time  being,  always  to  be  three ;  to  ad  totally 
independent  of  the  body  corporate,  under  certain 
determinate  rules  and  regulations.  It  might  perhaps 
be  good  policy  to  give  the  preference  to  fuch  appli- 
cants for  the  benefit  to  be  beftowed  on  indigence, 
who  arc  themfelves,  or  whofe  hufbands  or  fathers 
were  members  of  (ome  of  the  incorporated  compa- 
nies. This  meafure  would  render  the  franchifes  of 
the  companies  more  defirable,  and  confequently 
make  the  feveral  brotherhoods  more  numerous  and 
rcfpcdable. 

*'  The  prodigious  advantage  that  would  certainly 
rcfalt  to  the  community  at  large,  from  fuch  a  mea- 
fure being  adopted,  is  almoft  inconceivable.  What 
foundations  for  alleviating  and  relieving  the  neceffi- 
ties  and  diftreffes  of  human  nature  might  not  be  ex- 
peded  to  arife  from  fuch  a  regulation,  when  direded 
by  a  ju(t  and  prudent  adminiftration  !  Happy  the 
cbarader,  who  may  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  prove  the 
means  of  bringing  about  fuch  an  arrangement;  which 
certainly  might  be  effeded  without  any  depreciation 
of  the  revenues  of  the  corporation,  and  would  be  an 
aiylum  for  indigence  and  diftrefs,  for  a  long,  a  very 
long  courfc  of  years  I  But  this  delirable  event  is 
not  to  be  expedcd  till  the  narrow  policy  of  the  go- 
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verning  part,  of  indeed  all  corporate  bodies,  fhall 
give  place  to  ideas  more  liberal  and  humane.  Then 
this,  and  many  more  generous  appropriations  of 
public  revenues,  which  were  ever  intended,  when 
granted,  to  be  for  public  benefit, — then,  and  not 
till  then,  will  be  brought  forward,  and  fuccefsfully 
adofpted.'* 

Such  are  the  obfervations  of  this  late  enlightened 
and  patriotic  burgefs,  left  in  fair  autography  inter- 
leaving a  copy  of  Mr.  Bourne's  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle, 
and  for  which  we  Hand  fo  juftly  indebted  to  his 
memory.  They  are  fo  lucid,  fo  imprefiive  on  this 
remarkable  part  of  the  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  that 
they  have  only  to  be  read,  in  order  to  be  felt. 

In  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  the  public  ramd,  at 
the  above  period,  was  agitated  in  the  extreme,  and 
party  fpirit  ran  high  among  all  claffes,  efpecially  be- 
tween  the  abettors  of  the  magiftrates  and  thofe  of 
the  freemen.  Some  of  the  former  boldly  aflerted, 
that  the  decifions  of  the  court  fubftantiated  all  the 
claims  of  the  governing  party»  as  they  were  declared 
lords  of  the  foil,  &c.  while  the  more  moderate  and 
virtuous  part  of  the  corporation  confefled  that  the 
decifion  met  their  warmeft  approbation,  as  thereby 
the  indigent  burgefles,  widows,  and  orphans,  had 
now  a  legal  claim  upon  the  production  both  of  the 
furface  and  minerals  of  that  vaft  tradt  of  ground, 
left  them  as  an  inheritance  by  their  forefathers,  by 
which  they  would  not  only  ceafe  to  be  a  parochial 
burthen,  but,  by  prudent  adminiftration,  they  might 
enjoy  the  fweets,  if  not  c^  an  opulent^  at  lead  of  an 
eafy  independence,  in  the  advanced  or  helplefs  pe- 
riod of  their  lives. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  exultation  of  the  freemen 
was  almoft  boundlefs  on  this  important  occafion  ;  and 
they  gave  full  vent  to  their  refentment,  in  terms  the 
rooft  exafperating  and  acrimonious.  They  declared 
openly,  that  they  had  been  too  long  fubjedled  to  the 
'•  tnfolence  of  officer  arid  that  now,  by  the  powerful 
influence  of  an  incomparable  counfel,  the  clear  dif- 
cemment  of  an  impartial  jury,  and  the  firmncfs  of 
an  upright  and  enlightened  judge,  they  had  efcaped 
from  the  fangs  of  an  unprincipled,  avaricious  junto, 
who  meant  to  rob  them  and  their  helplefs  widows 
and  orphans,  firft  of  the  produd  of  the  furface,  and 
then  of  the  minerals  in  the  bowels  of  their  paternal 
inheritance.  Thefe  fentiments  were  echoed,  not 
only  in  every  place  of  public  concourfe,  but  were 
conveyed  in  pamphlets,  farcaftic  lampoons,  Freemeris 
CaUcbifms^  Freemeris  Magazines^  and  fuch  other 
compditions,  highly  calculated  to  irritate  and  in- 
flame  the  public  mind ;  and  although  the  impetuo- 
fity  of  tumultuous  commotion  gradually  fublided, 
yet  the  effeds  of  it  were  long  felt  afterwards.  One 
prominent  character,  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  in  this 
violent  ftruggle  for  power  and  domination  on  the 
one  hand,  and  refiftance  crowned  with  fuccefe  on 
the  other,  fuffered  feverely  ;  and  from  the  exprcf- 
fions  of  .the  moft  contumelious  contempt  which  he 
daily  experienced  from  the  undifcriniinating  multi- 
tude, his  mind  was,  no  doubt,  agitated  with  the 
keeneft  and  moft  agonizing  fenfations ;  which  indeed 
were  afcribed  by  his  friends  as  the  means  of  (horten- 
iDg  his  ufeful  life.  All  his  unceafing  ads  of  benefi- 
cence, his  courtly  and  winning  deportment,  his  affa* 
bility  and  condefcenfion, — all  were  forgot !  and  it 
was  fuppofed,  that  deGgning  men,  taking  the  advan* 
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tage  of  Sir  Walter's  popularity  and  love  of  power,  by 
the  long  habit  of  his  leading  influence  in  the  corpo- 
ration, artfully  placed  that  gentleman  in  the  front  of 
the  conteft,  and  fo  expofed  him  to  the  whole  pref. 
fure  of  oppofition  and  popular  refentment. 

Another  embittering  circumftance  befel  that  once 
defervedly  popular  charafter  in  the  year  1774.    Up- 
on the  diflblution  of  the  parliament,  Mr.  Ridley  re- 
figning  his  fea£,  an  oppofition  took  place  to  Sir  Wal- 
ter Blackett,  long  one  of  the  members  for  Ncwcaftle, 
and  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  who  had  become 
a  candidate  to  fucceed  his  father.     A  number  of  the 
mofl  fpirited  and  adlive  free  burgefles  invited  the 
honourable  Conftantine  John  Phipps,  a  captain  in 
the  royal  navy,  and  Thomas  Delaval,  Efq.  brother 
of  Sir  John  (now  Lord)  Delaval,  to  (land  candidates 
for  the  reprefentation  of  Newcaftle  in  Parliament. 
Sir  Walter  once  more  look  the  field,  and,  accompa- 
nied by  the  young  baronet,  Sir  Matthew,  fecured  in 
their  canvafs  a  great  majority  of  voters,  who  com- 
pletely triumphed  over  their  competitors.     Yet  this 
vidory  was  not  obtained  by  Sir  Walter  without  be- 
ing hourly  expofed  to  all  the  virulence  of  the  mod 
rancorous  oppofition,  and  terms  of  the  mod  marked 
and  infufFerable  contempt.     On  this  occafion,  and 
in  the  ferment  of  popular  commotion,  the  affair  of 
the  Town-moor  was  not  forgot.      That  veteran   in 
eleftioneering  bufinefs  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
many  burgefles  under  the  banners  of  the  popular 
candidates  whom   he  little  expeded,  and  fome  of 
whom  he  had  ferved  in  the  moft  fubfl:antial  manner. 
To  confummatt'  his  chagrin,  he  found  it  was  the  ge- 
neral wifli  that  he  fliould  decline  the  conteft,  and 
refij^n  the  reprefentation  into  younger  and  more  vi- 
gorous 
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gorous  hands ;  and  however  attached  the  great  body 
of  the  burgefles  were  to  his  intercfts,  yet  he  per- 
ceived that  a  iigh  of  regret  efcaped  from  their  breads 
upon  the  event  of  their  being  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  fo  able  a  representative  as  captain 
Fhipps  joined  with  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  the 
two  gentlemen  whom  all  parties  fecretly  wifhed  in 
the  reprefentation  ;  nor  could  the  burgefles  of  New- 
caftle  have  poffibly  made  a  better  and  more  fuitable 
choice.  Both  gentlemen  young,  popular,  of  grace- 
ful'figures,  and  well  connected.  The  former,  cap. 
tain  Phipps,  of  high  birth,  and  a  fplendid  fortune,  of 
the  mod  confummate  profeilional  knowledge  in  ma- 
ritime affairs,  and  who  on  ail  occafions  during  his 
canvafs,  and  upon  the  hudings,  declared  his  warmed 
attachment  to  the  bed  intereds  of  Newcadle,  and 
ej^cially  to  the  improvement  of  the  river  T^yne^  which 
he  cmfidered  as  being  capable  of  becoming  one  of  the 
finejl  rivers  in  the  worlds  but  which  ignorance,  in- 
attention, and  AVARICE,  had  converted  into  what 
he  called  **  a  cursed  horse-pond  I"  That,  ihould 
he  have  the  fupreme  felicity  of  being  eledled  their 
leprefentative,  he  would  exert  all  his  influence  with 
the  admiralty,  to  whom  he  was  perfonally  known, 
to  protedk,  cherifli,  and  aggrandize  the  important  and 
numerous  branches  of  trade  on  the  river  Tyne.— 
Thefe  profeflions  the  candid  and  intelligent  part  of 
the  burgefles  were  fully  convinced  he  would  realize, 
and  therefore  the  lols  of  having  fuch  a  re preientative 
as  captain  Phipps  excited  in  them  the  hvelied  fenfa- 
tions  of  painful  regret. 

The  other  gentleman.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
was  in  the  vigour  and  bloom  of  youth,  formed  under 
a  father  who  knew  all  the  forms  of  parliamentary 
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biifinefs,  and  who  himfelf  knew  all  the  interefts  of 
the  corporation,  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  moft 
fubitantial  branches  of  their  trade ;  was  of  an  inde- 
pendent fpirit»  and  could  exprefs  his  fentiments  with 
firmnefs  and  i^nimation,  which  he  has  realized  in  his 
whole  parlianientary  condud,  while  he  daily  rifes  in 
the  efteem  and  aifedion  of  his  conftituents. 

Such  was  the  refult  of  the  folemn  trial  refpedling 
the  Town-moor,  with  fome  of  the  advantageous  ef- 
fects that  have  accrued,  or  may  Hill  follow,  in  confe*> 
quence  of  tbe  clear  and  explicit  a£l  of  parliamept^ 
that  has  precluded  the  poflibility  of  future  difputes 
on  that  important  branch  of  the  franchifes  of  the 
Newcaftle  burgefles.  We  have  intentionally  been 
the  more  full  upon  this,  as,  from  the  rapid  progreis 
which  agriculture  is  making,  in  every  part  of  the 
kiogdom,  the  fame  fpirit  may  ftimulate  the  commit- 
tee empowered  to  let  and  cultivate  this  large  piece 
of  ground,  and  fo  raife  its  value  threefold  to  what  it 
has  ever  yet  been.  And  while  this  numerous  body 
fee  fome  of  their  privileges,  which  they  accounted 
exclufive,  daily  frittering  away,  they  may  with  con- 
fidence look  to  the  fruits  of  tbe  improvement  of  tbc 
Town-moor^  as  a  fubftantial  refource  to  themfelves 
in  advanced  life,  and  to  their  widows  and  orphans, 
when  they  themfelves  (hall  have  ceafed  to  ad  upon 
the  ftage  of  human  affairs. 

From  curforily  taking  a  view  of  the  ftreets  and 
private  buildings  ;  and  having  traced  the  outlines  or 
boundaries  of  the  lands  and  property  of  the  freemen 
of  Newcaftle,  of  more  extent  and  value  than  that 
poflefled  by  any  other  fingle  town  or  corporation  in 
the  kingdom,  London  alone  excepted ;  we  (hall  now 
proceed  to  defchbe  tbe  public  buildings. 

PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC    BUILDINGS. 


The  castle. 


In  this  large  emporium  of  trade,  adorned  'with  fpa- 
ckms  ftreets,  and  numerous  elegant  buildings,  the  ieye 
of  faunianity  is  pained  to  behold,  nearly  in  its  centre, 
the  remains  of  a  once  formidable  fortrefs,  now  a  loath- 
fome  gaol  for  the  county  prifoners ;  on  its  walls  a 
large  prifon,  and  in  its  precinds  the  gallows!—* 
Whether  exemplary  pum/bment  is  neceflary,  or  to  be 
preferred  to  exemplary  reformiation^  in  this  place  we 
muft  not  difcufs;  but  we  would  afk  merely,  Whether 
the  world  can  be  better  warned  by  a  body  in  gibbets, 
or  even  the  fufpenfion  till  death  of  a  fellow*being, 
than  by  the  adive  virtues  of  a  once  miiguided,  but 
now  enlightened  underftanding  ?  The  gibbet  will 
remain  an  objeft  of  terror  to  the  traveller,  who  dreads 
being  robbed  and  murdered,  but  an  incitement  to 
defpair  in  the  mind  of  the  murderer !  Experience 
indeed  proves  the  truth  of  the  affirmative.  In  many 
of  the  prifons  of  America,  (Philadelphia^  &c.)  where 
capital  punifhment  is  entirely  done  away,  and  thofe 
confined  made  to  work,  or  no  food  given  tbem^  a  ca- 
pital crime  is  rarely  to  be  met  with.  In  England, 
and  fome  neighbouring  countries,  where  punilhment 
is  fo  very  frequently  had  recourfe  to,  crime  increafes 
in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  feverity.  The  end 
propofed  in  punifhment,  we  will  only  add,  ought  to 
be,  the  corredion  of  the  guilty,  and  fhould  include 

the  means  of  amendment. 
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This  once  famous  Caille  ftands  on  an  eminence, 
and  was  built,  not  only  with  the  defign  of  repelling 
the  invafions  of  foreign  foes,  but  of  keeping  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  and  country  in  a  ilate  of  terror 
and  fubjedion.  It  ftill  feems  to  frown  defiance,  and 
throw  a  kind  of  horrific  lour  at  the  peaceable  paflen- 
gcr  walking  along  the  ftreets. 

This  fortrefs,  in  ancient  times,  commanded  the 
principal  entrance  from  the  fouth,  and  was  encqm- 
pafled  with  two  walls,  of  great  ftrength  and  height. 
In  the  exterior  wall  were  four  gates ;  one  large,  with 
two  portcuUifes  :  the  ground  within  this  outer  wall 
meafured  three  acres  and  one  rood.  But  let  us  be ' 
a  little  more  particular  in  defcribing  this  ancient 
CafUe,  which  gave  a  name  to  the  town,  and  not 
the  town  to  the  Cattle. 

The  date  of  its  firft  founding,  and  of  its  being  com- 
pleted,,is  not  agreed  on  by  hiftorians.  But  the  mod 
correft  and  authentic  fix  the  period  of  the  commence- 
ment of  its  being  built  in  the  year  1079,  and  finiihed 
about  three  years  after  that  date. 

But  fcarcely  any  one  has  doubted,  that  this  mighty 
work  was  undertaken  under  the  aufpices  of  William 
the  Norman,  conqueror  of  England,  and  by  the  im- 
mediate diredlion  of  his  eldeft  fon,  Robert,  furnaraed 
Curthofe.  It  has  already  been  (lightly  obferved, 
when  we  treated  of  the  origin  of  the  name  of  New- 
cattle,  that  the  occafion  of  building  this  ftrong  place 
was,  to  keep  his  troops  employed,  and  likewife  to 
ferveas  an  impregnable  barrier  againtt  any  future 
hoftile  vifit  from  their  Caledonian  neighbours.  This 
laft  ptirpofe  it  fully  anfwered,  as,  during  the  revolu- 
tion of  hundreds  of  years,  it  feldom  or  ever  was  taken 
by  an  invading  foe. 

Its 
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Its  name  of "  Newcaftle"  would  feem  to  convey 
an  idea,  that  it  had  been  built  on  the  lite  of  fome 
former  place  of  flrength,  from  which,  by  contradiC- 
tinSion,  it  derived  a  name  that  extended  afterward 
to  the  adjacent  town,  and  which  it  retains  to  this  day. 

The  Milbank  MS.  tells  us,  "  that  this  Newcaftle 
may  be  diftinguiflicd  from  the  old  one,  that  is,  the 
Round  Tower,  fince  called  the  Half-mocn  Battery ; 
which  is  fuppofcd  to  have  been  a  Roman  fortrefs,  to 
command  the  pafs  of  the  bridge  over  the  rivcx  Tyne, 
built  by  the  emperor  Hadrian,  and  which  gave  its 
name  to  the  Roman  ftation,  that  is.  Pons  ^ii." 

But  the  ftrength  of  this  mighty  fortrefs  was  put 
to  the  proof  almoft  as  foon  as  its  works  were  com- 
pleted. Rebellion  is  moft  frequently  the  effed  of 
tyranny  and  oppreffion  j  and  the  Norman  family, 
the  conqueror  and  his  fons,  employed  no  methods  to 
gain  the  affeftions  of  his  vanquifhed  fubjefts ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  in  order  to  break  their  fpirits,  and 
eztinguifh  every  fpark  of  fenfe  of  their  prUline  great- 
nefs  and  independence,  cxercifed  the  moft  brutal 
and  oppreffive  tyranny.  Whether  this  was  the  cafe 
with  refpeft  to  earl  Mowbray  is  what  hiftory  does 
not  inform  us.  But  it  is  certain,  that  this  powerful 
nobleman  raifed  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  againft  Wil- 
liam Rufus,  the  fon  and  fucceffor  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  made  choice  of  this  (Irong  Cadle  as 
a  place  of  arms,  and  filled  it  with  troops.  Rufus, 
who  knew  its  importance,  loft  no  time,  but  with  a 
great  army  marched  againft  the  rebels,  laid  fiege  to 
Newcaftle,  and>  in  a  few  days,  made  bimfelf  mafter 
of  the  place.  Mowbray  had  found  means  to  efcape, 
and^ot  fafe  to  Balmbrough  caftle.  Hither  the  king 
iflilantly  direded  his  march  ;  but,  after  a  tedious  and 
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fruitlefs  fiege,  he  converted  it  into  a  blockade,  leaving 
a  powerful  body  of  troops  before  the  Caftle,  in  a  new 
fortrefs,  which  he  termed  Quftly  enough)  Malvoifin, 
"  bad  neighbour."  Mowbray  efcaped  a  fecond  time, 
and,  inftead  of  returning  to  N<:wcaftle,  whither  he 
had  been  invited  by  fome  of  his  faithful  partizans,  he 
thought  a  rehgious  afylum  would  be  the  mod  eligible, 
and  took  fanduary  in  the  church  of  St.  Ofwin,  at 
Tynemouth.  But,  alas  I  the  conqueror's  family  paid 
little  refpeft  to  altars  and  flirhies  j  for  the  furious  fol- 
diers  of  Rufus  dragged  the  unfortunate  Mowbray 
from  the  altar,  and  carried  him  to  afortrefs,  in  the 
foUthern  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  where,  after  fuflfering 
all  the  hardfhips  of  a  rigorous  captivity,  he  was  igna- 
minioufly  put  to  death. 

This  ftrong  fortrefs  appeared  of  vaft  confequence, 
not  only  to  the  family  of  William,  but  likewife  to 
'fucceeding  monarchs,  for  a  long  courfe  of  centuries. 

King  John,  who  had  a  great  ^rediledlion  for  New* 
caftle,  fixed  his  refidence  in  it  during  a  confiderable 
part  of  his  reign ;  nor  was  he  inattentive  to  increaf^ 
its  ftrength.  For  this  purpofe,  A.  D.  1213,  that  prince 
made  a  vaft  fofs  or  trench  round  the  Callle,  and  alfo 
llrengthened  it  with  fome  new  and  additional  works 
towards  the  river  Tyne. 

In  the  year  1292,  John  Baliol,  king  of  Scotland, 
did  homage,  for  the  crown  of  that  kingdom,  to  Ed- 
ward I.  king  of  England,  in  the  great  hall  of  bis  pa- 
lace, within  the  Caftle  of  Newoaftle  upon  Tyne. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  unentertaining,  to  give 
a  detail  of  all  the  grants  of  monies,  for  repairing, 
ftoring,  and  vidlualling  this  extenfive  fortrefs.;  and 
for  fubfifting  a  numerous  body  of  troops,  with  which 
it  was  conftantly  garrifoned. 

Sufficient 


x^etsc^Qie  upon  ^i?ne.  187 

Sufficient  is  it  to  add,  that  the  moft  powerful,  and 
the  richeft  baronies  of  the  north,  were  afleffed  accord- 
ing to  f  heir  valuation,  in  Doorafday  Book,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  caftle  and  garrifon.  Among 
others  was  the  baronies  of  Dilftone,  Walton,  Bolam, 
Bothal,  Dclaval,  Copun,  &c.  Befides  thefe  extenlive 
baronies,  including  their  refpedlive  dependencies, 
there  were  rents,  houfes,  clofes,  gardens,  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Caftle. 

But,  in  proportion  as  artillery  came  to  be  employed 
in  beiieging  or  defending  places  of  ftrength,  this 
once  almoft  impregnable  place  gradually  loll  its  for- 
mer confequence.  It  is  remarkable  that,  from  the 
year  1605  to  161b,  this  formerly  auguft  Caftle,  often 
the  temporary  refidence  of  kings,  and  for  the  defence 
of  which  the  great  barons.  Heron,  Delaval,  Clavering, 
Bolbeck,  Bertram  of  Bothal,  Ros,  Gaugy,  Clifford, 
and  Dilftone,  had  each  a  houfe  within  its  liberties, — 
had  loft  fo  completely  its  priftine  grandeur,  that  it 
was  let  to  the  incorporated  company  of  taylors,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  one  pound ! 

To  complete  its  downfal,  the  Caftle,  and  circum- 
jacent grounds,  were  granted,  by  king  James  I.  to 
one  Alexander  Stephenfon,  a  Scotchman,  who  beg- 
ged it  of  him.  He  was,  fays  Mr.  Bourne,  (rather  in 
uncourtly  phrafe)  one  of  bis  clofejlool.  And  fure 
enough,  the  good  inhabitants  of  the  Caftle-garth  feem 
to  have  taken  a  hint  from  this  Scotchman's  office ; 
for,  by  the  fame  author  we  aie  told,  that,  in  the  i8th 
year  of  this  king's  reign,  an  inquifition  was  held  about 
the  Caftle,  wherein  complaint  was  made  of  a  dung- 
hill within  its  bounds,  containing  an  enormous  niafs 
cf  excrement  it  ious  filth,  being  98  yards  in  length, 
10  in  depth,  and  32  in  breadth  !     Its  preffure  was  fo 
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great  upon  the  wall,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Caftle, 
which  was  40  yards  in  length,  10  yards  in  height, 
and  2  yards  broad,  that  it  threw  down  a  large  part 
of  it. 

To  confummate  its  ruin,  its  fine  covering  of  lead 
was  carried  off;  fo  that  the  poor  prifoners  lodged  for 
trial  in  their  doleful  manfion  within  the  Caftle,  were 
cxpofed  to  all  the  feverities  of  the  weather,  and  all 
the  other  miferies  of  a  moft  horrible  dungeon  1 

Such  was  the  old  Caftle,  famous,  for  ages,  as  a 
place  of  ftrength  and  magnificence.  But  the  inven- 
tion of  artillery,  thefe  dreadful  engines  of  deftrudion, 
the  acceffion  of  James  Vl.  of  Scotland  to  the  crown 
of  England,  and  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  un- 
der queen  Anne,  precluding  all  danger  from  the 
north,  this  once  barrier-fortrefs  loft  its  ufefulnefs,  and 
with  this  its  confequence,  and  fo  became  neglefted. 

Before  we  quit  the  fubjed,  it  may  not  be  unaccep- 
table to  our  readers  to  prefent  to  their  view  a  fuccindl 
and  accurate  view  of  the  Gaftle,  in  its  prefent  ftatc. 

The  great  tower,  termed  by  antiquaries,  the  Keep. 
meafures  twenty-eight  yards  and  a  quarter  in  height. 
The  celebrated  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  Tour  to  Scotland, 
defcribing  Its  dimenfions,  as  taken  by  himfelf,  fays. 
The  walls  of  Robert's  Tower  are  thirteen  feet  thick» 
with  galleries  gained  out  of  them  ;  the  height  of  this 
tower  was  eighty-two,  and  the  fquare  on  the  outfide 
fixty-two  by  fifty-four  feet." 

The  main  entrance,  hke  the  ftrudlureof  all  ancient 
caftles,  is  at  a  great  height  from  the  ground.  Na 
entrances,  fays  Mr.  King,  in  his  ingenious  Effay  on 
ancient  Caftles,  are  to  be  found  in  the  lower  ftory,  or 
upon  the  ground,  but  always  at  a  confiderable  height, 
to  which  we  afcend  by  a  grand  ftaircafe,  about  the 
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middle  of  which  there  generally  was  a  ftrong  gate. 
In  this  old  caitle,  two  portals  muft  be  paffed  before 
we  arrive  at  the  main  entrance :  from  the  firft  of 
thefe,  which  is  on  the  fouth,  and  in  a  great  wail,  hav- 
ing, at  a  few  yards  diftance,  enclofed  the  whole  tower, 
we  mount,  by  eleven  fteps,  to  the  fecond  one,  which 
is  of  prodigious  ftrength,  and  froci  the  top  pf  it  the 
befieged  appear  to  have  had  great  power  to  annoy 
the  aflailants. 

To  the  entrance  from  this  fecond  portal  are  eigh- 
teen fteps,  part  leading  from  fouth  to  north,  and  part 
from  call  to  weft.  No  grooves  for  portcuUifes  are  to 
be  feen  in  any  of  thefe  portals ;  but  they  may  have 
been  effaced,  either  by  the  hands  of  violence  or  time. 

In  mentioning  a  portcullis,  which  we  have  fre- 
quently done  in  defcribing  the  gates  of  the  town  walls, 
we  (hall,  in  a  few  words,  give  a  defcription  of  this 
eflential  part  of  defence  in  the  gates  of  walled  towns. 

••  The  horfe,  or  portcullis,  was  a  ftrong  grating  of 
timber,  fenced  with  iron,  made  to  Aide  up  and  down 
in  a  groove  of  folid  ftone-work,  within  the  arch  of  the 
portal,  juft  as  a  fafh  window  moves  in  its  frame ;  and 
its  bottom  was  furnifhed  w:th  fharp  iron  fpikes,  de- 
iigned  both  to  ftrike  into  the  ground,  or  floor,  for  the 
iake  of  greater  firmnefs  and  folidity,  and  alfo  to  de- 
ftroy  or  break  whatever  fhould  be  under  it  at  the 
time  of  its  fall ;  and  its  groove  was  always  contrived 
fo  deep  in  the  ftone-work,  that  it  could  not  be  injured 
or  removed  without  pulling  down  the  whole  wall. — 
Sse  King  on  Cajtles^p.  370. 

The  grand  entrance,  which  is  towards  the  eaft,  has 
had  a  moft  magnificent  arch,  adorned  with  Suxon  or 
Scmi-faxon  ornaments. 

Near 
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Near  this  entrance,  and  in  front  as  you  afcend  to 
it  from  fouth  to  north,  is  a  door-way  kading  into  a 
little  apartment,  which  on  the  inlide  has  been  richly 
adorned:  it  (lands  over  a  crypt  or  vault,  ofconfide- 
rable  height,  on  two  great  arches,  that  intcrfefl:  each 
other  of  beautiful  Gothic  mafoiiry.  This  had  a  dlf- 
tind  roof,  and  the  whole  forms  a  projedliofl  eaftward, 
on  the  north-eaft  angle,  againft  the  eaft  end  of  which 
a  modern  houfe  has  been  built.  From  the  garret  of 
this  houfe  there  is  at  prefent  an  entrance  into  it, 
through  an  arched  paflage,  where  there  mu(l  have 
been  anciently  a  window.  At  prefent  it  is  a  currier's 
Ihop.  From  the  richnefs  of  its  interior  ornaments, 
it  probably  had  been  the  chapel  of  the  Caftle ;  and 
its  diredion  from  eaft  to  weft  feems  to  fupport  the 
conjedure.  Mr.  Bourne,  however,  fuppoTes  the  cha- 
pel to  have  been  on  the  ground  floor,  within  the  walls 
of  the  Caftle,  in  a  place  which  at  prefent  compofes 
a  part  of  Mrs.  Burns's  very  curious  and  extenfive 
cellars. 

The  grand  entrance  led  immediately  into  the  ftate 
apartments,  which  had  been  lighted  from  the  eaft, 
by  the  moft  magnificent  window  in  the  whole  build- 
ing. Near  this,  and  in  the  body  of  the  wall,  is  an 
apartment  with  a  curious  draw-well  in  it.  It  is  full 
fixteen  yards  before  we  reach  the  water.  The  depth 
in  all  is  thirty-one  and  a  quarter.  The  water  is 
hard,  and  exceedingly  cold.  It  no  doubt  was  made 
to  fupply  the  CaiUe  hi  cafe  of  a  fiege.  There  are 
fquare  cavities  in  the  wall  on  each  fide  of  the  well, 
in  which  are  round  holes  for  pipes,  ufed  in  former 
times  to  convey  the  water  to  the  feveral  apartments. 
It  meafures  eleven  yards  to  the  ground  from  the 
window  of  the  apartment  that  contains  the  well. 

The 
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ITic  only  way  to  afcend  to  the  top  of  this  ancient 
fortrefs,  at  prefent,  is  by  one  winding  ftair-cafe, 
about  two  yards  wide,  in  the  north-eaft  aiigle.  There 
is  another  ftair-cafe  in  the  fouth-eaft  angle,  but  it  is 
now  built  up  at  the  top.  When  we  arrive,  by  many 
winding  and  uneafy  fteps,  at  the  top  of  the  Caftle, 
we  are  agreeably  furprifed  to  find  a  little  artificial 
garden,  planted  with  apple-trees,  rofe-bufhes,  &-c. 

In  the  whole  height  of  the  Caftle  there  feems  to 
have  been  five  ftories,  from  the  fquare  apertures 
where  the  beams  of  the  floors  have  refted,  of  which 
the  grand  hall  or  faloon,  and  ftate-rooms,  were  the 
loweft. 

In  the  centre,  or  thicknefs  of  the  wall,  there  is  a 
gallery  of  communication,  on  all  the  four  fides  of  it, 
about  five  yards  and  a  half  from  the  top.  This  paf- 
(age  is  about  two  yards  and  a  half  high,  and  has 
three  or  four  loop-holes  on  each  fide,  all  widening 
gradually  inwards. 

In  the  fouth  front,  below  this,  is  a  gallery  in  the 
centre  of  the  wall,  about  fifteen  yards  from  the 
ground,  in  which  there  have  been  two  large  orna- 
mented windows.  Nearly  on  a  level  with  which,  in 
the  north  front,  is  another  window  of  the  like  form. 

The  grand  hall  of  the  Caftle  has  1)een  lighted  by 
two  great  windows ;  that  in  the  fouth  front,  near 
the  footh-weft  angle,  having  had  the  pillar  or  divi- 
fion  of  it  broken  away,  has  now  the  appearance  of  a 
door-way.  A  door  fcarcely  half  its  fize  is  hung  in 
it.  The  other  window  is  very  obfervable ;  it  is  on 
the  weft  fide,  near  the  fouth-weft  angle. 

The  kitchen  of  this  great  tower  has  been  in  the 
north  wall :  it  contains  a  much  larger  fire-place  than 
any  other  of  the  apartments.    The  chimney  appears 
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on  the  outfide  of  the  wall,  by  a  fquare  projedlion^ 
and  terminates  rather  abruptly.  Part  of  this  once 
grand  kitchen  has  been  converted  into  a  joiner's 
ihop. 

The  north-weft  angle  of  the  Caftle  is  hexagonal, 
and  projeds  in  a  manner  different  from  any  of  the 
others. 

AH  the  apartments  on  the  ground  floor,  and  the 
county  prifon  itfelf,  except  at  the  time  of  the  affizes, 
have  been  converted  into  cellars ;  a  purpofe  for  which 
their  great  coolnefs  renders  them  very  fit.  There  is 
a  place  here,  into  which  if  water  be  poured,  in  the 
largeft  quantities,  it  immediately  difappears:  no 
doubt  it  communicates  with  fomeofthe  fubterraae* 
ous  drains. 

In  the  center  of  the  county  prifon  is  a  remarkable 
pillar,  from  which  arches  branch  out  very  beautifully 
in  all  directions.  It  is  hollow,  and  a  pipe  has  con* 
dudled  water  down  through  it,  from  the  well  before- 
mentioned.  There  is  a  very  obfervablc  window  in 
this  place,  with  an  arch  turned  in  the  infide,  to  repel 
milfile  weapons.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  win- 
dows were  fo  conftrufted,  that  it  was  almoft  impof- 
fible  for  any  weapon  to  be  fliot  into  the  room,  fo  as 
to  do  any  harm;  for,  if  it  went  at  all  afcending,  it 
would  ftrikc  againft  a  low  arch,  purpofely  contrived 
over  every  window,  and  fo  could  not,  by  any  direc- 
tion, enter,  or  do  the  lead  injury. 

To  thefe  obfervations  on  both  the  interior  and  ex- 
terior of  this  ancient  and  once  commanding  fortrefs, 
we  fhall  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the  whole  fite  of 
this  formidable  place. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  Caftle,  or  main 
tower,  itrong  in  itfelf,  was  rendered  ftill  more  fo,  by 
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the  circumjacent  fortifications.  •'  There  were  two 
great  ftrong  walls,  (fays  Bourne)  which  furrounded 
the  Caftle,  The  interior  wall  was  at  no  great  dif- 
tance  from  the  Caftle  itfelf,  as  may,  in  feveral  places, 
be  ftiU  iben.  The  exterior  wail  furrounds  the  verge 
of  the  Callle  boundaries.  From  this  outer  wall  were 
four  gates  ;  the  great  gate,  and  three  pofterns.  On 
the  north  fide  of  the  Caftle  is  the  main  gate,  now 
called  the  Black-gate.  It  has  bad  two.  portcuUifcs ; 
one  without  the  gate,  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen  ;  and 
another  within,  at  a  little  diftktice  from  it,  the  ruins 
of  which  were  to  be  feen  a  few  years  ago.  On  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  Caftle  is  another  gate,  which  leads 
down  the  Caftle-ftairs  to  the  Clofe.  This  was  called 
the  fottth  poftem.  There  was  an  old  building  upon 
it,  which  was  the  county  gaoler's  houfe.  On  the 
weft  fide  was  the  poftern  facing  Bailiff-gate.  There 
is: a  houfein  the  Caftle-yard,  where,  they  fay,  was 
the  chapel  of  the  garrifon,  which  is  called  the  Cha* 
pel*boi]fe  to  this  day.  It  is  now  converted  into  an: 
inn,  named  the  Three  Bulls'  Heads.'' 

Wc  fliall  juft  add,  that  the  extenfive  area,  the 
CafUe-yard,  where  >  formerly  the  greateft  barons  of 
the  north  had  their  temporary  refidence,  is  now  fo 
crowded  with  (hops,  all  along  the  fite  of  the  grand 
outer  wall,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  trace  its  for* 
mer  fitiiation ;  the  precindls  of  the  Moothall  except- 
ed. But  the  whole  north  and  eaftern  part  is  one 
continued  range  of  fhops,  principally  for  old  clothes, 
boots,  (hoes,  &-c.  dug  backwards  out  of  the  wall.— 
Tne  boundaries  of  the  Caftle  contain,  ^t  prefent, 
fome  hundreds  of  inhabitants,  many  of-  whom  are 
adive  and  induftrious.  •  A  few  years  ago,  this  area 
was  a  principal  place  for  trade,  before  it  removed  to 
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the  new  ftreets.  There  arc,  however^  ttill  fome  re- 
mains of  the  old  wa]l  yifible,  particularly  on  the  fouth 
and  weft.  from,  the  lane  called  Sheep-head-alley,  by 
the  Bank-head,  and  the  ancient  fouth  poftern,  to  the 
old  Half  moon  Battery ;  and  likewife  by  the  head  of 
the  ftcep  alley,  that  is  called  Dog.leap,  which  was  a 
poftern  from  the  north  tide  of  the  Cattle. 

The  old  Round  Tower,  commonly  called  the  Half- 
moon  Battery,  was,  in  the  year  1785,  built  half 
round  with  houfcs.  The  back  wall  of  thefe  circular 
buildings,  which  are  let  into  tenements  of  tingle 
rooms,  are  three  ftories  in  height ;  the  accefs  to  the 
two  uppermoft  is  by  means  of  wooden  ftairs,  com- 
municating with  two  galleries,  which  furround  the 
building.  The  whole  has  a  veryjlriking  effeSt  on 
travellers  coming  from  Ihe  fouth,  as  fecn  from  Gatea*. 
head  and  along  the  Bridge. 

The  view  from  the  old  Cattle  is  very  extenfive  ; 
not  only  the  whole  town  is  in  profpe£t,  but  the 
circumjacent  country,  for  many  miles  diftant ;.  and, 
however  now  difmantled,  and  fpoUed  of  its  priftioe 
grcatnefs,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Caftle 
once  extended  northward  to  the  river  Tweed,  and 
fouth  ward  to  the  river  Tees. 

The  County  Prison,  which  is  on  the  lower  floor 
of  the  old  Caftle,  is  ttill  a  frightful  fight  to  humanity. 
The  unhappy,  and  not  unfrequently  innocent,  pri* 
foners,  brought  from  their  homes,  are  immured  in 
this  hideous  dungeon,  to  take  their  trials  af  the 
atiizes.  **  Its  great  coolnefs  makes  it  v^ry  fit" — for 
what  ? — "  for  being  a  beer  cellar  throughout  the  year, 
and  a  prifon  for  felons  during  the  aifiz,es/'  fays  the 
reverend  hiftorian,  Mr.  Brand ! ! 

.  The 
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The  ^eternal  fitnefsof  things,*'  was' a  favoiirke' 
dodrineamong  the  Illuminati,  feme  years  ago  ;  even 
the  rijing^  hopes  of  the  Scotch  yerufalem,  (church  of 
Scotland)  by  this  wonderful  maxim  folved  all  the 
unkitelligibles  of  their  theology,  and  verbofe  difficul- 
ties of  their  metaphyfics.  We  are  nbt  very  certain, 
however,  had  this  preacher  of  good-will  towards  men 
been  fo  unfortunate,  through' malice,  mifinformation, 
or&lfe  fufpicron,  as  to  have  been  brought  on  a  cait, 
thrown  into  this  horrible  dungeon,  and  chained  to  its 
dreary  walls,  if  he  would  have  perceived  much  of 
beauty  in  this  fitnefs  refpedling  his  fituation.  It  is 
not  improbable  but  bis  reverence  would  perceive,  to 
the  full,  as  xnxix^i  jknefs  in  a  good  prebend^sjiall. 

No  wonder  that  the  philanthropift  Howard,  a  few 
years  ago,  when  viewing  this  dreadful  abode,  turned 
away  with  horror  at  the  profpe£t,  wondering  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  fo  cha- 
nideriltically  diftinguiihed  for  hofpitality,  humanity, 
and  every  ornamental  virtue,  fhould  allow  fuch  a 
ihade  to  be  thrown  on  all  thefe,  by  fufifering  fuch  a 
legal  nuifance  to  continue  unremoved.  The  late 
higb*flierifirs  for  the  county,  the  excellent  Sir  John 
Swinburne,  and  the^amiable  Sir  Charles  Monck,  were 
certainly  unacquainted  with  this  annual  outrage  on 
juftice  gnd  humanity ;  otherwiife  they  would  have 
immediately  made  an  alteration  in  the  county  prifon. 

It  is  an  outrage  on  Jufiicc-;  as  it  is  an  everlafting 
maxim  in  jurifprudence,  that  every  perfonisto  be 
accounted  innocent,  till  he  be  found  legally  guilty  ; 
anil  that  no  fpecies  of  puni(hment  is  to  precede  convic-. 
tion.  But  here  is  an  entire  invertion  of  this  equitable* 
procedure^— A.  inah  is  to  be  accounted  jp'^ilty  till  he; 
it  legally  proven  to  be  innocent^  which  is  frequently 

the 
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t))e  cafe.  His  puniftiment,  viz.  being  manacled, 
conveyed  through  the  public  ftreets  fixed  on  a  cart, 
t|irown  into  this  den  of  filth,  covered  only  with  a 
little  draw,  chained  to  the  wall,  and  (hewn,  like  a 
wild  bead,  to  the  gaping  mob,  by  a  rapacipus  gaoler, 
at  twopence  a- piece  ;  his  punifliment,  fuppofing  him 
acquitted,  is  then  only  to  ceafe  ! 
^  To  the  credit,  however,  of  the  prefent  county 
gaoler,  Mr.  Blake,  it  is  at  leaft  j^ftice  to  remark*  that 
the  unfeeling  and  fordid  pradice  ot*  expoiing  the  un- 
happy prifoners  to  public  view  has  been  for  fome 
Xears  difcontinued. 

.    Within,  or  rather  adjoining  the  outer  wall  of  the 
Caftle^is 

The  MOOT-HALL. 

'  This  is  a  large  and  capacious  flrudure,  and  is  pro* 
bably  coeval  with  the  Caftle  itfelf.  The  name  of 
Moot  ox  Moat,  is  of  Saxon  derivation,  and  fignifies  an 
eminence^  commonly  in  the  open  air.  It  was  in 
fuch  confpicuous  places  th«it  the  ancient  Saxons  held 
their  nvittenagemots^  or  courts  of  legiflation;  from 
Which  that  glorious  palladium  of  BritiOi  freedom, 
trial  by  jury,  took  its  origin.  The  original  intention 
of  the  Moothall  was,  to  afiemble  the  lords  and  barons 
of  the  northern  diftrids  upon  any  particular  emer- 
gency, during  the  feudal  times.  The  architedure  in 
no  refpeft  claims  the  attention  of  the  curious.     '    *^ 

Here  annually  the  Judges  of  aflize  fit  for  deciding 
caufes ;  thofe  for  niji  prius,  in  an  inclofed  court 
in  the  north  j  and  for  felonies,  &c.  in  another  in  the 
fouth  end  of  the  hall.  In  a  gallery  above  the  court, 
looking  towards  the  area,  the  grand  juries  are  fwdrin.  * 

the 


The  entrance  for  the  high-flieriff's  coachi  conveying 
the  judges  to  and  fix>m  the  Moothall,  with,  tfieir  nu* 
merotts  attendants,  is  through  the  Black-gate;  a 
moft  aukward,  unfightly,  uid  fometimes  dangerous 
pafiage. 

NEWGATE  GAOL. 

The  external  parts  of  this  large  and  ftrong  build- 
ing we  have  occafionally  defcribed,  when  mentioning 
the  tofvers  and  gates  of  the  town-wall.  Newgate 
being  built  before  Newcaftle  was  made  a  county  of 
itfelf,  took  cuftody  of  its  own  prifoners,  who,  no 
doubt,  before  that  period,  were  confined  in  the  prifon 
of  the  CafUe  of  the  town,  in  common  with  other  de- 
lipquents  of  the  county  of  Northumberland.  The 
additional  wings,  on  each  fide  of  the  fouth  front  of 
thb  (Irudure,  appear  to  have  been  ereded  about  the 
beginning  of  the  laft  century. 

The  walls  arc  very  thick  and  ftrong,  the  apart- 
ments for  debtors  are  light,  and  well  aired.  Sir  Wal- 
ter Blackett  charged  his  ample  efiate  with^fupplying ' 
this  place  of  confinement  with  plenty  of  coals ;  a , 
great  alleviation  no  doubt,  of  the  drearinels  of  the 
fituation,  efpecially  in  cold  Itormy  weather,     IVIr 
Howtfd    approved    of    its    cleanlinefs,    its    good 
fires,  its  humane  Jailor^,  but  ftill  reprobated  its  con- 
fined fituation. .  No  open  area  or  walled  field,  for  the 
recreation  and  health  of  the  prifoners— every  thing 
Upon  the  old  principle  of  making  it  a  place  ofpunijb^ . 
swn/,  even  previous  to  trial  or  convidion. 

In  the  Manor-chair,  or  Manors,  is  a  Houfe  of  Cor- 
redioa,  Wfliere  offenders  are  confined^  geiip|raf|y  for  (tj 
fliort  period,  at  moil  till  the  fitting  of  the  qqartef' 
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feffions,  when  they  are  tried  and  receive  fentence; 
Here  is  lately  built  a  Penitentiary,  for  folitary  con- 
finement,  where  the  unhap|)y"  offender  is  fecloded 
from  every  tafte  of  the  fweets  ot  fociety,  unpitied, 
add  alone !. 

But  we  willingly  quit  the  contemplation  of  thefe 
doleful  manfions,  which  ferve  only  as  powerful  proofs 
of  the  want  of  knowledge  and  benevolence  amongft 
mankind,  to  confider,  with  fupreme  fatisfadlion,  fa- 
bricks  devoted  to  induftry,  convenience,  or  devotion. 

That  which  firft  claims  our  attention  is  the 

EXCHANGE  and  TOWNCOURT. 

'  The  firft  public  building 'on  the  Sandhill  was  an 
ancient  hofpital  called  the  Mai/on  de  Dieu^  of  Houfe 
of  God,  Roger  Thornton,  the  munificent  benefa&or 
of  Newcaftle,  was  the  founder  of  this  building,  fo  re. 
mote,  as  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  tvife,  he  carried  his  affedtion  for  the  part- 
ner of  his  fortunes  and  (barer  of  his  domeftic  con- 
cerns, beyond  the  verge  of  mortality  by  inftituting 
this  religious  foundation  for  a  chaplain  to  pray  for 
the  foiil  of  Agnes  his  late  wife,  for  thofe  of  his  father 
and  mother,  both  deceafed,  for  his  own  while  alive, 
and  alfo.when  he  top  ihould  be  numbered  with 
"  thefe  honoured  dead.*'  This  prieft  (fays  Mr. 
Bourne)  was  called  the  guardian  or  keeper  of  the 
faid  hofpital ;  being  intrufted  witli  the  care  of  nine 
poor  fnen^  and  four  poor  wonien^  who  refided  there. 
They  were  (Called  brethren  and  fitters  otSi.Kaltbd- 
rine^s  tipjhttar:  St.  Katharine  being  the  tutelary 
fjfin^  bf^hliVidiigious  foundation.  It  fuffercd  the  fate 
oFaliiti'ei?  tdiigious  ihftituubns^^^  ift  the  reign  of  Henry 
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VilL  And  by  royal  grant  it  had  been  transferred  to 
Sir  Richard  Lumley,  who,  anno  1629  conveyed  to  the 
mayor  and  burgelTes  of  Newcaftle,  and  their  fuccef* 
fors,  for  ever,  all  that  ftone  building  covered  with  . 
lead  called  the  Maifon  Dieu,  ftandiog  near  the 
Tync,  and  to  the  eafterfi.  part, of  the  Town's  Cham- 
ber, being  fixteen  yards  in  length,  and  anciently  be- 
ing part  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Katharine  the  virgin,  in^ 
confideration  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

This  building  is  now  converted  into  cellars,  &c.  A 
part  of  it  towards  the  Sandhill,  was,  fome  years  ago, 
taken  down  and  rebuilt*  It  coafifts  of  a  row  of  Piaz- 
zas, where  the  Salmon-market  is  held,  having  apart- 
ments over  them^  for  dwelling-houfes.  Adjoining  to 
this  is  the  Merchant's  Court,  or  Hall,. which  we  mil 
deictibe  when  we  give  the  hiflory  of  that  ancient  and 
opulent  body.  _      -^ 

Bat  what  claims  particular  attention  is,  the  TowN- 
CouiLT.  We  fhall  prefent  our  readers  with  Mr* 
Bourne's  account  of  it  in  its  ancient  ftate,  and  before 
it  was  beautified  with  the  late  alterations.  This  pub- 
lic ftnidure  owes  its  origin  to  that  generous  patron  of 
almoft  erery  laudable  foundation  in  Newcaftle,  Ro- 
ger Thornton.  What  that  great  and  go(^  man  built 
for  tran(ading  public  bufinefs,  was  pullea  down,  and 
the  late  one  ereded  in  its  place,  anno  1658.  Alder* 
man  Wcymoth,  by  will,  dated  April  11/  1658,  gave 
X200  pounds  towards  it,  and  the  town  was  at  the  reit 
of  the  charge,  which  amounted  to  above  10,000 
pounds  more. 

The  archite^  was  Robert  Trollop,  and  his  charge 
for  building  the  court  was  9771  pounds.  To  com* 
plete  which  the  town  clerk  was  ordered  to  advance 
to  him  5po  pounds  more. 

To 
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To-  this,  Mr.  Trollop  had  50  pounds  in  addition  for 
ereding  the  King's  arms  in  the  court,  and  on  the 
bridge,  the  fame  fum  for  finifl)ing  them,  and  for 
making  the  conduit  on  the  Sandhill. 

This  baildihg  (fays  Mi*.  Bourne,  and  indeed  ^wbich 
he  very  accurately  defcribes)  as  to  its  form  and 
model,  is  of  great  beauty.  That  part  of  it, 
wHich  is  the  court  itfelf,  is  a  very  (lately  hall, 
whofe  lofty  cieling  is  adorned  with  various  paint- 
ings, aiid  its  floor  inlaid  ivith  chequered  marble.  On 
the  eaft  fide  is  a  dial,  and  the  entrance  into  the 
Merchants*  Court.  On  the  weft  are  the  benches 
where  the  magiftrates  hold  their  quarter  feffions^ 
Court  of  Confcience,  and  Courts  bf  Guild,  meet- 
ings of  the  burgefies,  and  other  public  bufinefs. 
And  it  is  in  this  fpacious  court  where  his  Majef- 
ty*s  judges  hold  the  annual  affizes,  for  the  town 
and  county  of  Newcaftle.  The  windows  of  this 
building  are  to  the  fouth,  and  command  a  view  of 
the  bridge  and  river,  crowded  often  with  fliips  from 
all  nations.  One  of  thefe  windows  is  in  the  form  of 
a  Catharine  wheel,  in  which  is  a  large  fun-dial  of 
beautifully  painted  glafs,  over  which  the  afieding  ex* 
clamation  of  Horace,  Eheu  Fugaces !  Ab^  bowfwift^ 
ly  fiy  Dur  years  I 

Above  the  Court  hang  the  portraits  of  Charles  II. 
and'of  his  royal  brother  and  fucceflbr,  James  II.  at 
full  length,  and  as  large  as' life.  By  whom  thtfe 
portraits  were  drawn,  is  not  recorded  in  the  common 
council  books-  But  they  have,  .like  their  originals, 
been  rather  unfortunate.  For,  in  the  riot  that  hap- 
pened at  Newcaille  iri  1740,  the  drapery  of  thefe 
pidures,  of  the  brother  kmgs,  was  miferably  torn  ; 
the  fcattered  fragments,  how^Vfer,  Were  collfedted  and 

remitted 
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remitced   to   LdhdoU      Thefe  .pidtcires   were  done 
afrefli,  and  elegantly  fitted  up^in  their  prefent  frames, 
richly  guilt  and  moulded,  and  placed  in  their  former  , 
fituatioD,  till  a  fecond  difafter  befel  them  by  the  great 
fire  which  happened  in  the  adjacent  warehoufes,r  ^n 
lypiion  the  fouth  fide  of  St,  Thomas'^  Chapel,-  when 
the  flames  having  caught  the  roof  of  the.Guild-h^Il, 
and  melting  the  tead  on  the  t-oof,  itfell  on  the  paint- . 
ings,  one  of  the  hands  of  that  of  Charles  U.  was 
burnt,  and  other  injuries  done.  ^    Thefe  ho.wever 
were  repaired  by  the  late  Mr.  Bell,  a  native  of  New-, 
caftle,  Who  by  vigour  of  genius  became  the  moft  emi- 
nent portrait  painter  Which  this  town  ever  produced,. 
At  the  low  ^n^  of  the  hall  is  a  fine  portrait  painting 
of  his  prefent  Majefty  George  HI.  in  his  robes  of 
Hate,  by  Allan  Ramfay,  and  prefented  to  the  town 
in  1779  by  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 

On  the  north  fide  of  this  hall  is,  fays  Mn  fiournCt 
a  magnificent  entrance  into  a  paflage  which  leads  in- 
to a  large  room,  called  the  Towns  Chamber.  Here 
it  is  that  the  maypr  tranfadls  the  common  bufinefs  of 
the  town.  Here  alfo  the  common  council  is  held,  where 
the*  mayor  fits  on  a  bench  diftingui(hed  from  the 
others,  the  aldermen  on  each  fide,  the  common  couii- 
cil  below  upon  chairs  placed  on  each  fide  of  the 
room.  Here,  up6n  royal  birth  days,  or  of  public  re- 
joicings, it  is  that  the  mayor,  magiftrates,  and  bur- 
gcflcs  aflTemble.  In  the  weft  end  of  the  Town's- 
chamber  is  a  fmal!  rooiti,  where  the  ancient  records 
and  archives' of  the  towii  are'keplt. 

The  afccnt  to  the  entrance  ^f  the- hall,  was  by  two 

ftaircafes,  one  froha  the  fealfind  another  from  the  weft, 

without  the  building,  and  met  at  a  platfonri  fronting 

the  main  etitry.^  In  the  front  over  the^  fbuilqfe, 

•    Co'    '.  ■."'•'        WHS 


202  Impartial  J^iftorg  of 

was  built  a  fteeple,  in  which  was  the  town  clock, 
which  was  kept  exadly  regulated. 

In  the  MS.  life  of  Alderman  Barnes,  we  have  th© 
following  account  A.  D.  1658,  *'  The  Exchange 
was  finilhed,  which  is  an  handfome,  neat  ttrudure, 
well  contrived  for  the  conveniency  of  merchants, 
arid  for  the  courts  of  juftice,  in  memory  whereof, 
every  alderman  had  his  name  caft  in  one  of  the 
chimes  fet  in  the  fteeple  of  that  edifice.  That  bell 
which  had  Aldermnn  Barnes'  name  upon  it,  was  af- 
terwards removed,  and  put  up  in  a  new  chapel 
ereded  without  the  walls,  which  was  St.  Ann's 
ChapeV* 

'  A  very  uncommon  circum  dance  in  natural  hi  (lory 
happened,  which  we.  cannot  refpfe  ourfelves  the 
pleafure  of  rdating. 

In  March  1783,  a  pair  of  crows  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled by  their  invidious  neighbours  from  captain 
Stevenfon's  trees  near  the  bridge  end,  on  which  they 
hud,  with  othecs,  regularly  built  their  neds,  and  not 
willing  to  quit  the  town,  adually  built  and  reared 
their  young  above  the  weather-cock  of  the  fteeple. 
'  It  was  fecured  on  the  very  top  of  the  iron  fpire,  about 
which  the  weather  cock  moved,  by  a  piece  of  ftick 
'  thruft  through  a  fmall  aperture,  upon  this  they  laid 
a  foundation  fo  ftrongly  twiiled,  that  although  cr- 
pofed  to  every  blaft,  and  moved  round  with  the 
weather-cock  in  all  points,  it  braved  every  ftorm  ; 
and,  for  four  years,  they  repeatedly  built  in  the  fanae 
critical  fituation.  The  novelty  of  this  fpedacle  drew 
at  firft  thoufands  of  fpedators,  fome  of  whom 
imagined  it  portentous !  However,  the  year  before 
•the  fteeple  gave  way,  through  age,  they  quitted 
the  dangerous  pofition. 

The 
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The  Town-court,  or  Guild-hall  in  the  year 
1794,  underwent  a  complete  alteration,  chiefly  in  that 
part  which  looks  towards  the  Sandhill  The  whole 
of  the  front  was  entirely  cafed  a-new  with  (lone,  as 
vere  aJfo  the  pillars  in  the  Exchange.  The  remains 
of  the  old  fteeple  and  ftair-cafe  were  entirely 
taken  down ;  and  the  prefent  front  newly  built. 
It  ha^  a  good  effect  as  we  enter  the  Sandhill 
by  the  Cale-crofs.  The  clock  is  placed  in  the  front 
of  the  building,  and  chimes  at  every,  quarter  of  an 
hour. 

The  flatue  of  Charles  11.  which  (lood  in  the  front 
of  the  fteeple,  having  been  removed  there  from  the 
Magazine*gate  on  the  bridge,  is  now  placed  on  the 
weft  corner  of  the  front  walk  in  the  Exchange. 
The  cieling  has  been  newly  painted,  and  the  court  on 
the  whole- has  a  refpeAable  appearance. 

The  bridge. 

We  have  in  the  preceding  part  of  our  undertaking, 
traced  the  origin  of  NewcalUe  to  a  remote  antiquity  ; 
and  as  the  river  Tyne,  which  was  probably  larger 

•  then,  than  now,  is  impafDble  for  foot  or  horfe^  it  is 
rational  to  fuppofe  that  a. palKige  over  the  river  was 
among  the  earlieft  of  their  efforts.  That  it  was  fo, 
is  an  indifputed  fad  recorded  in  the  moft  authentic 
hiftories  of  the  town.  It  is  afferted  by  antiquari- 
ans who  have  attentively  traced  the  Roman  mili- 
tary ways,  that  the  original  bridge,  conftituted 
a  puTt  of  that /road  leading  from  Chefter-le-ftreet 
a-crofs  the  Tyne,  and  fo  into  the  moft  northerly 

parts  of  Scotland.  We  have  already  obferved  that 

the 
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the   old  bridge  which  had  been  moftly  conftruft-f 
ed  of  wood,  had  the  misfortune-  to  be  defiroyed  by 

fire  33d  Henry  III.  It  was  rebuilt  partly  by  fub- 
fcriptions  from'the  inhabitants  of  Newcallle  and  Gatef- 
head  ;  but  the  principal  part  of  the  mone;^  neceflary 
for  the  undertaking,  arofe  from  indulgencies  granted 
by  Sewald  archbifhop  of  York,  Walter  bifliop  of 
Durham,  and  Walter  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  By  indul- 
gencies, we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  church  of 
Rome,  was  then  fo  criminally  prefuipptuous  as  to 
pretend,  for  money,  to  give  indulgence  to  Jin. 
1  hey  tell  us  it  was  only  that  the  church  of  which  the 
Fv'pt*  was  the  I  ead,  had,  from  her  plenary  power, 
and  as  having  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  au- 
thority to  relax  penances  mipofed  for  real  and  fup- 
pofed  violations  of  her  impious  laws.  This  bridge 
hadatfiift  (faysWaihs)  twelve  bold  arphes,  after- 
wards only  nine,  the  three  on  the  Newcaftle  fide 
were  converted  into  cellars  or  ftore-roomsj  and 
as  it  conftituted  a  pait  of  the  fortifications  of 
Newcr.ftle,  it  was  ftrongly  fecure^  by .  towers, 
gates,  &c.  All  of  which  were  deftroyed  either  by 
the  great  inundation  in  1771,  or  ix\  9onfequence 
of  it. 

Upon  this  cataftrophe  happening,  the  magiftrates. 
immediately  fet  about  taking  proper  fteps  for 
having  the  paffage  open  by  a  new  bridge.  3ut 
as  the  communication  by  th«  fall  of  the  old  was  en- 
tirely cut  off,  a  temporary  new  one  wa^  abfolu^ely 
neceflary.  And  to  conduct  matters  with  the  greateft 
regularity  and  difpatch,  a  committee  of  geptlemen 
was  chofen  for  thefe  purpofes,  cntrufted  with  full 
powers^  named  the  Bridge  Committee.   A  temporary 
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one  ftrongly  cortftruded,  was  built  by  Mr  John 
Stephenfon,  carpenter^  which  gave  very  general  fatis- 
fadion;  Thus  far  we  proceeded  (page  66)  in  our  ac- 
count of  this  ufeful  public. building. 

Early. in  1774,  the  Pridge  (Committee  advertffed 
for  maibns  to.  undertaV^e  the  rebuilding  of  fuch  part 
of  a  new  intended  ftone  bridge  over  the  river  Ty^e, 
-  as  belonged  to  the  tpwn  of  Newcaftle  j  having,  from 
a  quarry  at  Elfwick,  provided  a  great  quantity  of 
large  blpcks  of  llpne  for  that  purpofe,  which  were  then 
lying  ^>n  JFeliing  and  Elfwick  gaays. 

A  work  .of  fuch  cpnfeguence,  thus  publicly 
advertifedf  drew  the  attention  of  fome  of  ]^the 
firft  archited$  ai)d  engineers  jn  the  kingdom ; 
and  Mcffrs  Smeaton,  Wooler,  and  Mylne,  gave  in 
their  r«fpedive  reports.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  ^U 
men  of  the  firft  abilities,  and  well  known;  the 
laft  had  his  architedural  education  at  the  moft 
eminent  academy  in  Rome,  and  although  a 
youth,  was  chofen  by  the  magiftrates  pf  Lon- 
don, to  iDjuiid.  that  light  and  magnificent  ftrudlure,. 
Blackfriars  fridge. 

The  biihop  of  Durham  obtained  likewife  an  ad  of 
Parliament  **  to  enable  him  and  his  fucceflbrs  to  raife 
a  competent  fum  of  money,  to  be  applied  to  repair* 
ing,  rebuilding,  and  improving  fuch  partofTyne- 
bridge  as  belongs  to  the  fee  of  Durham.  Tbif  to 
be  done  by  raifing  i2,oool.  to  be  fecured  by  granting 
annuities  upon  lives,  not  e^Lceeding  ten  ppr  cent.'* 

But  it  happened,  as  is  reported,  that  in  framing 
the  outlines  of  the  adt  to  be  procured,  the  magiftrates 
had  feciietly  inftruded  thejr  member;  to  enforce  an 
aluration,  which  they  intended,  refpeding  the  fite  of 
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the  propofed  new  bridge.     As  this  was  a  matter  of 
public  notoriety  at  that  time,  we  ftiall  give  the  ac- 
count  of  it  as  left  by  the  deceafed  gentleman,  for 
whofe  informing  notes  we  owe  fuch  obligations. 
.    •*  The  bridge  over  Tyne  at  Newcaftle,  being  a  party 
concern,  between  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  and 
the  bifhop  of  Durham,  was  likely  to  be  the  fubjeft  of 
much  altercation.     It  being  rumoured  abroad  that 
the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  had  an  intention  of  hav- 
ing the  lite  of  the  intended  new  bridge  removed  from 
that  on  which  the  old  one  ftood,  runningtbe.  north 
end  from  the  Javel-Group,  to  about  the  middle  of 
Pipeueligate,  in  Gatefhead.     This  projeded   plan 
would  have  been  not  only  very  inconvenient  for  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  moft  populous  parts  of  New. 
caftle,  but,  on  the  fouth  fide,  it  would  .carry .  tjie  end 
of  the  bridge  to  the  bottomofavaft  hill,  and  from 
thence,    by  a  fteep  afcent,  the  paflage  would  be  car- 
ried weftward,  quite  without  Gatefhead  altogether." 
What  gave  weight  to  this  fufpicion  was,  that,  up- 
on a  deputation  being  fent  to  enquire  if  this  alteration 
was  intended;  the  corporation  refufed  to  give  any  in- 
formation on  that  head.      As  this  projeft  would, 
if  carried  into  effeft,.  materially  injure  the  propeny 
of  many  individuals,  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  a  ge- 
neral n^eeting  was  called^  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
31ft  of  January,  1772,  at  the  Three  Kings  tavern, 
Qiiayfide,  to  confider  what  fteps  were  to  be  taken  on 
fo  intereftrng  an  occafion.  -^The.refultQf  the  jijeeting 
was  an  unanimous  refolution  to  ufe  every  e^rt  to 
oppofetht  intended  bill  beirjg  fmuggled  intojParlia- 
ment.    Dr.  Hall  had-beeJi  chofen  to  the  cb^ir,  and 
prefided    in  this   important  difeuffion ;    and   fifty 
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pounds  were  immediately  fubfcribed,  to  aafwer  con- 
tingencies. 

On  the  intention  of  this  meeting  being  made  pub* 
lie,  and  the  ref olutions  they  had  formed  of  oppofing 
a  mcafare,  fo  arbitrary  in  itfelf,  fo  injurious  to  many, 
and  fo  inconvenient  to  all ;  they  were  not  only  joined 
by  the  people  of  Gatefhead  in  general;  but  alfo  by 
many  gentlemen  of  the  counties  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland.    This  oppofition  foon  became  fo 
very  formidable,  as  to  induce  the  corporation  to  -aban- 
don their  favourite  plan,  and  to  call  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  Gatefhead,  and 
vicinity.    A  vaft  number  of  refpeftable  perfons  met 
accordingly,. in  Mr.  Parker^s  long  room,  Turk*s.head 
inn,  Newcaftle ;  when  William  Lowes,  Efq.  of  Rid*, 
ley-hall,  was  unanimoufly  called  toth^  chair.     At 
this  meeting  it  was  agreed  upon,  without  one  diflent- 
ing  voice,  "  That  the  heft  and  moft  equitable  fitua* 
tion  for  a  new  bridge  was  the  lite  of  the  former  one ; 
and  that  any  material  deviation    therefrom  would  be 
highly  injurious  to  the  property  of  numbers  of  indi- 
viduals.'^    The  bifliop  of  Durham  adopting  thefe  re- 
folutions,  the  corporation  coincided  alfo  with  them» 

and  joined  with  the  bi(hop  and  inhabitants  of  the 

town  and  neighbourhood  in  a  general  application  to 

Parliament. 

We  have  given  an  account  of  this  tranfaftion,  as 
,wc  find,  it  accurately  written  down  ifl»  the  notes  nf  a 

gentleman  well  informed  on  the  fubjed;  who,  if  our 
.  recolleftion  does  not  miflead  us,  officiated  as  clerk 

at  this  very  general  meeting.    We  record  it  in  the 

Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  as  it  was  viewed,  at  that  time, 
.  confequchtial,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  the  liberties 

and  property  o^very  many  concerned*,  and  a  darkig 

infringe- 
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infringement  on  the  rights,  of  the  burgefles,  that  they 
were  not  cohfulted  on  matters  that  fo  deeply  intereft- 
ed  them  and  their  pofterity.  The  public  fpirit  then  - 
ran  high,  and  was  not  tube  intimiJated  by* the  •^irl- 
folence  of  office  ;*'  nor  were  they  to,obferve/  with  k 
paffive  filence»  their  deareft' rights' and  moft  valuable 
interefts  facrificed,  by  any  defcriptlqn  of  men  what- 
ever. We  have  recorded  it,  becaule  Mr.  Brand  is 
cither  too  courtly  or  too  ill-informed,' fefpefling  thefe  • 
important  tranfaifUons,  to  take  atiy  further  notice  of 
them,  th^n  in  a  flight  manner,  inferted  in  zfmall 
note  of  his  hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  52 • 

To  proceed.  An  act  of  Pariiament,  for  a  matter  of 
fuch  general  concern,  was  cafily  obtained ;  but  withf 
the  exprefs  injundlion,  to .  eredl  no  houfes,  (hops,  or 
buildings  of  any  kind,  on  the  new  bridge ;  nor  were 
the  commiiBoners  to  take  toUage  from  foot  people,^ 
on  the  temporary  one,  biit  for  a  limited  time. 
.  In  confeqiience  of  which,  the  foundation-ftone  oF 
the  bifliop  of  Durham's  part  of  Tyne-bridge  was  laid 
on  Friday,  Odtober  14,  1774.  And  on  the  8th  July, 
1775,  his  firft  arch  w^s  clofed  in. 

Tuefday  evenings  April  25,  1775,  the  firft  ftone  oft 
the  Ne\ycaftle  fide  was  laid  by  Sir  Matthew  White 
Ridley,  bart.  mayor,,  amjdft  a  great  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple, who  ardently  wilhed  proiperity  and  permanency 
to  the  undertaking* 

July  &th,  1776,.^  medal  was  depofited  irt  the  firft 
new  pier,  and  the  boundary  of  that  part  qf  the 
bridge  th^t  bebpgs.  t;o  the  corporation  foiithward,  by 
the  mayor  and  (hepiff  of  this  toyrn.  ^  Over  the  devi<ie 
^wbich  exhibited  tl^e  Newcaftle  Exchange,  with  the 
genius  of  commerce  fitting  by  it,  fupjporting  the  arms 
i}f  tj^e. qprp oration,  and  prefenting,  a;  purfe  to  a  figurire 


in  the  robes  of  magiftracy,  d&redting  his  attention  to 
a  profpe<^  of  ibme  riling  piers,  with  fliipping  and 
lighters  on  the  river,  is  the  following  motto  :  *'  J^  K 
F.  ^  S.  ^^  felix  faujiumque  Jk^-'Meiy  it  be 
bappj  and  propitious !  Oti  the  reverfe  is  this  in- 
fcription,  •*  This  ftone,  being  the  boundary  of  the 
corporation  of  Newcaftle  fouthward^  was  laid  Anno 
Domini  1776,  in  the  mayoralty  of  Charles  Atkinfon, 
Efq,  William  Gramlington,  ^fq,  (hcriff.  This  me- 
dal was  of  copper,  about  four  inches  diameter;  and, 
being  inclofed  in  a  thick  glafs  cafe,  was  placed  In  th^ 
fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  north  pier. 

March  22, 1769,  there  was  an  order  of  common« 
council,  for  a  thoufand  pounds  to  be  expended  in 
purchafing  the  property  that  was  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  north  avenue ;  on  condition,  that  the  a£t  of  Par- 
liament, for  which  that  body  were  then  petitioning, 
could  be  obtained.  This  adt  paiTed  accordingly.—. 
B7  it,  no  houfes,  except  tclUihops,  were  to  be  ereded 
on  the  new  bridge  ;  and  the  tolls  were  to  be  raifed 
upon  it  for  twelve  years,  and  no  longer,  from  June 

September  13,  1779,  the  fixth  and  laft  arch  of 
the  Newcaftle  part  of  the  new  ftone  bridge,  was 
clofed. 

Thus  have  we  attempted  a  detailed  and  accurate 
account  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  corporation, 
to  accomplifh  this  undertaking.  Removing  the  pro- 
digious mafles  of  the  old  bridge,  either  with  levers, 
iion  wedges,  or  blafling  them  with  gunpowder ;  then 
driving  piles,  fhod  with  iron,  deep  into  the  bed  of  the 
river  J  thefe  having  their  tops  ftron^ly  bound  with 
iroR,  to  form  foundations  for  the  piers,  coft  great 
labour  and  expence. 

Dd  It 
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It  appears,  as  dated  by  the  common-council,  in 
petitioning  for  an  extenfion  of  the  aft  for  taking  tolls, 
&c.  that  the  corporation  had  expended,  of  their  own 
money,  December  29,  1778,  the  fum  of  21,042!.  los. 
I  id.  including  1838I.  9s.  8d.  the  price  of  property 
on  the  old  bridge ;  and  that  it  was  fuppofed,  before 
it  was  finiftied,  it  would  coft  them  io,oool.  more, — 
It  alfo  appears,  that  they  had  expended  above  the 
fum  of  2400I.  as  the  charge  in  building  the  tem- 
porary bridge;  being  a  balance  of  321!.  i8s.  pd. 
above  the  money  produced  by  the  tolls  on  the  latter. 
It  was,  upon  the  whole,  fuppofed,  that  the  expence 
of  this  new  bridge  was  not  lefs  than  30,000!. 

This  fabric,  though  not  beautiful,  is  exceedingly 
ftrong.  It  confifts  of  nine  arches  ;  and  is  in  length, 
from  north  to  fouth,  300  feet  and  a  few  inches  j  its 
breadth  is  18  feet,  including  3  feet  on  each  fide  for 
a  foot-way. 

The  piers  which  fupport  the  Hx  arches  on  the 
Newcaftle  fide  of  the  bridge,  are  rufticated,  which 
have  a  fine  efFeft :  thofe  on  the  bilhop*s  fide  are  plain, 
which  caufe  a  diflimilarity  in  the  whole  ftrufture ; 
and  fuggcfts  the  idea,  to  a  ftranger,  that  either 
there  was  a  want  of  harmony  in  the  plan,  or  in  the 
execution.  The  parapet  wall  is  about  four  feet  from 
the  level  of  the  foot-path,  on  each  fide  of  the  bridge. 

This  fabric  might  have  anfwered  the  purpofe  of 
being  the  paflage  for  foot,  horfes,  or  poffibly,  a  fingle 
carriage,  occafionally,  over  fome  fequeftered  part  of 
the  river ;  but  when  it  was  to  be  a  communication, 
crowded  with  paflengers,  horfemen,  heavy  waggons, 
unceafing  driving  of  carriages,  and  multitudes  of 
people,  the  inconvenience  attending  the  narrownefs 

of 


Betocafile  upon  C^ne.  211 

of  the  main  ftreet  of  the  bridge,  with  great  difficulty 
fuffering  two  waggons,  or  larger  carriages,  to  pafs 
each  other,  when  they  happen  to  meet,  which  is  al- 
moft  inceflantly ;  while  the  foot-path  fcarcely  fuffers 
two  people  to  pafs  along  together,  or  to  pafs  each 
other,  was  univerfally  complained  of  and  feverely 
felt. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  corporation  intended,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  architeds,  that,  as  they  were  building  a 
bridge,  to  laft  probably  for  ages,  to  make  the  whole 
as  wide  as  that  part  on  entering  it  by  the  north  end ; 
but  they  were  thwarted  in  their  laudable  intentions 
by  the  biftiop,  who  would  on  no  account  be  prevailed 
upon  to  extend  his  part  to  the  fame  width  ;  and  thus 
the  beauty  aod  ufefulnefs  of  the  whole  were  in  a  great 
meafure  loft. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  prefent  magiftracy,  much 
to  their  honour,  have  fet  ferioufly  about  remedying 
this  great  inconvenience.  For  this  purpofe,  they 
have  con  traded  with  Mr.  D,  Stephenfon,  archited, 
to  widen  the  bridge  five  feet  on  each  fide.  This 
work  is  now  (September  24,  i8oj)  going  on,  and,  it 
is  hoped,  will  be  completed  in  the  courfe  of  next 
year.  That  gentleman  propofes,  we  underftand,  to 
alter  the  ftrufture  of  the  parapet  wall,  and  eredl  bal- 
luftrades,  or  fome  other  piece  of  architefture,  fuitable 
to  the  building. 

The  MANSION-HOUSE. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  defcription  of  this  refi- 
dcnce  of  the  chief  magillrate,  we  hope  our  readers 
will  permit  us  to  lay  before  them  a  few  remarks, 
communicated  by  an  ingenious  and  well-informed 
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correfpondent,  on  the  Close,  where  the  Manfion- 
houfe  ftands. 

"  This  ftreet  has  been  confiderably  widened,  from 
the  Manfion-houfe  to  the  Javcl-Group,  by  taking  off 
feveral  feet  from  the  front  of  the  houfes  on  the  fouth 
fide,  and  adding  it  to  the  ftreet,  which  has  rendered 
that  pi^rt  adjoining  to  the  Manfion-houfe  rather  more 
commodious.  It  is  faid  to  be  in  contemplation  to 
extend  this  improvement  weftward  from  the  Man- 
fion-houfe to  Skinner-bourn.  It  would,  of  confe- 
quence,  be  found  neceffary  to  carry  the  fame  altera- 
tion eaftward  to  the  Bridge-end.  Nay,  it  is  the  wifli 
and  fanguine  expeftation  of  many  trading  inhabi- 
tants, to  fee  the  Quay  carried  all  along  upwards  to 
Skinner-bourn,  above  the  bridge ;  and  from  Sand- 
gate,  where  it  now  terminates,  eaftward,  to  St.  Peter's 
(properly  Sir  Peter's)  Q^iay,  This  would  form  a 
gojd  ftreet,  of  at  leall  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length, 
where  commodious  warehoufes  and  fhops  might  be 
credted.  Vaft  and  chimerical  as  thefe  improvements 
may  feem  to  be  at  prefent,  yet,  (hould  the  happy 
period  of  a  peace  return,  and  the  intended  canal,  fo 
long  delayed,  be  fet  about  in  earneft,  we  (hould  not 
at  all  be  aftoniflied,  under  an  enterprijing  and  public-* 
Jpirited  magijlracy^  to  lee  them  all,  in  a  very  few 
years,  realized.  No  town  in  the  empire  is  more 
capable  of  improvement  than  Newcaftle,  and  no 
corporation  has  it  more  in  their  power,  or,  we  hope, 
inclination,  to  eifeft  it." 

Mr  Bourne  tells  us,  that  many  of  the  houfes,  now 
converted  into  glazier's  fliops,  cooper's  ^ork-lhops, 
foap  manufadories,  &c.  were  once  the  abodes  of  the 
great  and  wealthy  of  Newcaftle,     fjere  dwelt  Sir 
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John  Money,  one  of  the  mod  eminent  charadlers  that 
ever  direded  the  affairs  of  this  town ;  and  that  when 
the  widening  of  the  ftreet  already  mentioned,  took 
place,  much  curious  old  panneiling  add  carved  Work 
was  taken  down  ;  and,  in  one  room,  oppofite  to  tha 
long  ilairs,  were  places  for  the  mace,  fword  of  ftate, 
and  cap  of  maintenance  to  be  fixed  in,  which  proves 
the  houfe  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  a  mayor, 
many  years,  likely,  before  the  manfioQ- houfe  had 
exiftence. 

The  ftate-houfe  of  the  corporation  ffays  Mr. 
Wallis)  is  on  the  edge  of  the  river  Tync,  in  the  nar- 
row ftreet  called  the  Clofe.  It  is  a  modem  building, 
very  handfome,  with  an  area  or  court  before  it,  en*, 
tered  by  a  flight  of  (leps ;  within,  not  only  conveni^ 
ent,  but  elegant,  correfponding  with  the  grandeur 
and  hoipitality  kept  up  in  this  ilately  manfion.  Its 
fituation  and  appearance  are  not  comparable  indeed 
to  the  palace  of  the  late  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  and 
which,  it  is  repoited  to  have  been,  the  intention  of 
the  corporation  to  purchafe,  and  convert  into  the 
town  or  manlion-houfe  ;  but  when  we  coniider  that 
the  office  of  mayor  in  this  place  of  trade,  is  not  mere-^ 
ly  nominal  like  many  inland  towns,  but  that  it  obliges 
the  chief  magiftrate  to  a  conftant  refidence,  being 
almoft  inceflantly  engaged  in  bufinefs,  a  central, 
and  convenient  fituation  near  the  Exchange,  Town- 
court,  Cuftom-houfe,  Quay,  &c,  is  ablolutely  necefr 
fary.  ••  1  will  neither  hear,  nor  redrefs  you,"  was  the 
haughty  reply  of  Philip,  father  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  to  a  poor  woman  making  application  for  that 
purpofe  to  him — "  You  wont  hear  me !"  replied  the 

fpirited 
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fpirited  petitioner,  "  No,  I  wont,"  faid  Philip. 
Then  fin  BaviKwuro.  King  it  no  more^  added  fhe. 
The  reproof  had  the  defircd  efFed,  for  he  inftant- 
ly  examined  the  cafe  with  patience,  and  redref- 
fed  her  wrongs.  In  the  Manfion-houfe,  fuch  a 
ftern  reply  is  fcldom  heard,  to  the  racancft  peti- 
tioner. Indeed,  as  the  magiftrates  of  this  town  are 
almoft  all  men  of  bufinefs,  and  as  all  clafles  of  the 
inhabitants  are  deeply  concerned  in  trade  in  its  nu- 
merous ramifications,  they  confider  (and  juftly  too) 
that  the  interclls  of  the  governors  and  the  governed 
are  infeparably  connefted. 

We  have  rather  anticipated  in  a  former  part  of  our 
work,  foroe  obfervations  on  the  furniture,  regalia,  old 
armour,  rooms  of  (late,  and  of  convenience  in  the 
Manfion-houfe.  V/e  (hall  not  therefore  repeat  any 
further  details  of  thefe  articles  of  lefs  concern. 

We  have  juft  only  to  itdd,  that  for  the  fake  of  fome 
improvements  in  the  front  of  the  Manfion-houfe,  fome 
years  ago,  the  corporation  purchafed  the  building  caft- 
ward  of  it,  where  they  erected  what  is  now  called  the 
new  room,  which  is  very  fpacious,  where  public  enter- 
tainments at  the  aflSzes,  quarter  feffions,  guilds,  &c. 
are  given  by  the  mayor. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

The  houfe  which  many  years  ago  was  appropriated 
to  receiving  the  cuftoms,  was  at  the  head  of  the  quay. 
It  appears  to  have  been  of  great  antiquity,  and  pro- 
bably built  almoft  as  early  as  the  embanking  of  the 
river.  But  in  proportion  as  commerce  rapidly  in- 
creafcd,  it  was  found  inconvenient.  The  corporation 
therefore,  having  procured  a  central  fituation  on  the 

middle 
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middle  of  the  quay,  the  workmen  begun  on  the  20th 
of  May  1755,  to  clear  the  ground  for  building  a  new 
Ci^m-houfe.  This  was  accordingly  finifhed.  It 
has  a  handfome  front  towards  the  river,  is  four  ftories 
high,  and  contains  a  great  many  feparate  and  convex 
nient  apartments,  for  tranfa&'mg  the  extenfive  bofi* 
nefs  dkily  done. 

ASSEMBLY  ROOMS. 

Trade  has  long  been  the  principal  purfuit  of  the 
people  of  this  town.  By  the  tenor  of  the  indentures 
of  the  youth,  (as  we  will  afterwards  fee)  by  their  pre- 
fcribcd  drefs,  viduals,  and  above  all,  the  powerful 
influence  of  example,  in  which  they  had  conftantly 
fct  before  their  eyes,  the  frugality,  induftry,  charity, 
and  fimplicity  of  the  manners  of  their  virtuous  pa* 
rents,  the  richnefs  of  attire,  the  foft  and  delicious 
Inxaries  of  life,  and  chiefly  the  more  elegant  refine^ 
meots  were  confined  to  the  higher  ranks  of  fociety ; 
and  therefore  balls,  aflemblies,  mafquerades,  routs, 
&c.  were  kept  from  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  youth 
of  this  town  with  a  wary  and  jealous  attention.  So 
that  for  many  years  the  room  appropriated  to  dancing, 
aflemblies,  &c.  was  in  the  Groat-^market,  (for  which 
fee  page  120)  and  is  far  from  being  either  very  ex- 
tenfive, or  feemingly  adapted  for  a  concourfe  of  po- 
liflied  and  opulent  people.  It  has,  indeed,  been  con- 
verted of  late,  as  we  will  fee;  to  a  purpofe  truly  ufeful. 
But  in  proportion  as  civilization,  learning,  and  fo« 
reign  intercourfe,  diflfufed  their  influence,  a  tafte  for 
the  polite  amufements  of  the  drama,  the  dahce,  the 
polifli  of  refined  manners,  rapidly  took  place  in  New 
cafUe. 

It 
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It  was  therefore  a  general  fentimont  to  haive  places 
defiined  to  thefe  elegant  amnfementsw  The  AflT^m- 
bly  Rooms  were  for  tbofe  purpofes  agreed  to  be  built 
by  fubfcriptton*  The  fituation  fixed  on  by  the  ^om^ 
mittee^  Was  on  part  of  the  garden  belonging  to  the 
vicarage  of  this  town,  near  the  head  of  Wellgate- 
ftrect.  For  this  purpofe  an  aA  of  parliament  was  ob- 
tained 14  George  III.  to  enable  Dodor  Fawcett,  then 
vicar,  to  grant  a  leafe  of  fome  part  of  the  ground  be- 
longing to  this  vicarage  for  999  years,  referving  to 
himfelf  and  fuccellbrSj  an  annual  ground-rent  of 
twenty  pounds. 

A.  D.  i77j,  the  fubfcription  for  building  the  new 
AiTembly  Rooms  was  opened,  when  the  corporation 
of  this  town  fubfcribed  290  pounds,  and  numbers, 
both  in  the  town  and  neighbouring  counties,  came 
forward  with  their  fupport.  The  building  was  finiih- 
ed  add  coft  in  all  6701  pounds.  * 

This  monument  of  the  tafle  ai>d  libetiality  of  tb^ 
people  of  this  town  was  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  late  Mr.  William  Newton  of  Charlotte-fquare^ 
architedt,  and  furpafles  every  other  public  building 

in 

*  Monday  May  16,  i774t  at  Aoon»  the  foundation  ftone  wa» 
laid  by  WilUam  Lowcs»  Efq*  in  tihe  ^fence  of  a  great  company 
Qf  ladies  and  gendemen.  A  plate  with  the  following  infcriptiQA 
was  put  under  the  ftoae. 

In  an  age 

Whexi  i!he  p6lite  arts 

ISf  getiera  endottrngexft^t  Md  annhtion^ 

HaTe  aidvanced  to  A  ftate  of  perfe^ioa 

Unkaown  in  any  former  period ; 

Tlie  firA  ftone  of  this  edifice. 

Dedicated  to  the  moft  elegant  recreation, 

Was  laid  by  William  Lowes,  Efq. 

On  tbc  16th  of  May  1774.  ? 
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in  Newcaftle  for  elegance  of  defign  and  execution 
of  workmanfliip.  It  prefents  a  front  adorned  with  a 
colonade  of  fix  beautiful  pillars,  and  two  handfome 
wings.  A  fine  grafs  plot,  with  a  circular  gravel 
road  for  carriages  in  the  front.  This  again  is  en« 
clofed  with  painted  iron  palifades,  with  lamps.  The 
great  room  is  decorated  with  feveral  fplendid  chryftal 
luftres,  manufadured  at  the  glafs-houfes  here,  which 
coft,  as  is  faid,  fome  hundred  pounds  each,  and  give 
the  room,  when  illuminated,  an  elegant  appearance. 
Befides  the  grand  faloon,  there  are  a  coflfee-room,  a 
card-room,  and  a  well  chofen  but  fmall  collection  of 
books.  Moft  of  the  public  daily  prints  are  taken  in 
at  the  firft  of  thefe  rooms  for  the  ufe  of  fubfcribers* 
Such  is  a  fliort  defcription  of  the  Newcafile  AfiTembly- 
rooms,  and  of  which  our  readers  have  a  correA  and 
elegantly  executed  engraving,  in  the  3d  Number 
of  this  work. 

THEATTIE-ROYAL. 

The  advocates  for  the  drama  afiert,  that  this  fpecies 
of  entertainment  is  the  moft  refined  and  elevated  of 
all  others ;  and  while  it  charms  and  delights,  it  at  the 
fame  time  refines  and  improves,  the  human  heart. 
There  are  others,  however,  endowed  with  an  equal 
portion  of  underftanding,  who  do  not  hefitate  to  af- 
firm, that  an  exceffive  attachment  to  theatrical  exhi- 
bitions has  been  the  ruin  of  empires,  the  fubverfion 
of  morals,  and  the  bane  of  induftry,  as  well  as  of  do^ 
meftic  fociety.  From  the  many  fevers  latvs  and 
rcftridlrons,  enaded  by  Our  virtuous  and  prudent 
forefathers,  againft  ftagc-plays,  interludes,  Stc.  we 
can  eifily  judge  in  what  light  they  viirwed  theatrical 
£  e  exhibitions  y 
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exhibitions ;  though  we  alfo  well  know  the  kind  of 
plays  they  condemn ;  it  is  an  affeSing  truth  that  the 
venal  pens  of  Dryden,  Congreve,  &c.  contributed, 
though  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  to  poifon  the  loofe, 
laughing,  licentious  age  of  Charles  IL  by  their  dra- 
matical cotnpofitions.  In  the  more  virtuous  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  immortalized  by  the  produdions  of  the 
greateft  heroes,  poets,  and  pbilofophers  that  ever 
adorned  the  Biitifti  annals,  the  entertainment  of  the 
drama  affumed  a  more  rational,  chafte,  and  dignified 
form.  Addifon,  Pope,  Steel,  and  others,  united  their 
efforts  to  expel  the  lufcious  but  baneful  dramatical 
entertainments,  formerly  exhibited,  and  to  replace 
them  by  others  more  worthy  the  rational  mind ;  and 
they  happily  fucceeded.  The  prefent  reign  has  been 
diftinguiihed  for  the  chaftity  of  theatrical  produc* 
tions ;  nor  do  any  of  an  immoral  or  licentious  ten- 
dency, receive  the  royal  countenance  or  approbation. 
The  theatre  of  Newcaftle  for  many  years,  was  in 
the  Bigg-market,  behind  the  Turk's  Head  Inn. 
But  upon  the  late  improvements  made  in  the  ftreets, 
&c.  a  new  theatre  was  judged  to  be  'neceflary, 
both  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  convenience,  and  to 
heighten  the  embeliifliracnts  of  the  town.  For 
this  purpofe,  propofals  and  a  plan  were  given  in  by- 
Mr.  David  Stephenfon,  architcd,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  employed  to  build  the  new  theatre  in 
the  middle  of  Mofley-ftreet.  It  is  an  elegant  and 
commodious  (ituation,  and  if  not  the  mod  capacious, 
it  is  poilibly  as  convenient  for  a  moderate  audience, 
as  any  theatre  in  the  north  of  England.  Yet  it  is  a 
remark  of  the  late  ingenious  and  well  informed  bur- 
gefs  we  fo  often  quote,  that  it  is  rather  unluckily* 
placed  too  far  eaft  ward,  and  will  cauTe  a  bend  m  the 

intended 
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intended  new  ftreet  to  be  carried  due  north  towards 
the  High-bridge,  &c.  Its  front  is  adorned  with 
feftoonsand  dramatical  emblems,  beautifully  formed. 
An  a£l  of  parliament  was  obtained  for  authority  to 
reprefent  dramatical  produdions  upon  this  ftage, 
and  to  transform  the  aftors,  who  by  law  are  unluckily 
clailed  with  rogues^  vagabonds^  and  Jiurdy  beggars^ 
into  his  Majesty's  Servants  of  the  Theatre  Royai., 
of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  So  omnipotent  is  an  adt 
of  Parliament !  Yet  there  are  fome  growling  male- 
contents,  (but  there  is  not  a  poflibility  in  pleafing 
every  one)  who  whimper  fomething  about  an  income- 
tax^  that  his  ma  jelly  has  othtr Jiurdy  begging  fervants, 
befides  the  poor  players,  who  oddly  enough  amufe 
people  by  •*  fuming  and  fretting  their  part'*  and  then 
are  gone. 

For  fcveral  feafons  paft  the  theatre  here  has  been 
well  attended ;  and  the  pofiers  oV  Kemble,  Cooke, 
&c.  have  drawn  overflowing  houfes.  Acrols  the 
ftreet  eaftward  is  the 

POST-OFFICE. 

It  was  long  in  the  Bigg-market,  afterwards  re*. 
moved  to  the  Side.  But  that  ftreet  being  fo  exceed- 
ingly incommodious,  in  eveiry  refpeft,  and  the  new 
ones  of  Mofley  and  Dean-ftreets  being  central 
and  fpacious,  and  particularly  convenient  for  the 
mail  coaches,  which  occupy  a  deal  of  room,  the  ma- 
giftrates  transferred  the  poft-office  to  Mofley -ftreet. 
It  is  a  building  perfeftly  calculated  foi:  the  purpofe, 
is  full  of  conveniences  for  the  poft- matter,  &c.  as  alfo 
for  the  trading  people  in  receiving  and  delivering 
letters,  unjoftled  by  paflengers,  which  formerly  was 
frequently  the  cafe. 

Ec2  GALE- 
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CALE-CROSS. 

On  the  north  fide  of  Lork-Burn,  near  the  Sandhill, 
flood  the  Cale-crofs,  which  Grey  in  his  chorographia, 
defcribes  as  a  "  fair  one,  with  columns  of  hewn  ftone 
covered  with  lead/*  Not  many  years  ago,  there  was 
a  cittern  at  the  top  of  it,  to  hold  what  was  then  called 
the  new  water.  It  was  taken  down  in  the  year 
1723.  This  ancient  Crofs  was  rebuilt  A.  D.  i7»3, 
after  a  defign  by  Mr.  David  Stephenfon,  archited. 
It  is  fupported  by  columns  beautifully  adorned,  as 
well  as  the  top  with  various  emblematical  afiemblages 
of  the  town's  arms,  horns  of  plenty,  &c.  On  the 
fouth-well  corner,  on  the  top,  is  a  lion  couchant, 
which  finely  fees  out  the  ftrufture,  and  was  a  prcfent 
from  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley.  The  infcriptioo  as 
follows  :  "  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bart.  mayor, 
Richard  Bell,  Efq.  fheriff.'* 

It  got  the  name  of  Cale-crofs,  fays  Bourne,  from 
the  kail  or  broth  which  was  fold  here  in  former  times. 
This,  adds  he,  "  feems  to  have  been  its  original  name, 
for  I  met  with  it  by  this  name  in  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  11.  and  alfo  in  a  writing,  dated  in  the  time 
of  king  Edward  III. 

In  a  confirmation  of  the  Wall-Knowl  hofpital,  A. 
D.  1360,  it  is  called  *'  Cale-crofs/* 

Here,  cfpecially  on  market  days,  are  fold  eggs^ 
milk,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  And  at  this  Crofs  the  two 
great  fairs  are  proclaimed. 

Without  Nun-gate,  half  way  to  New -gate, 
ftands^  the 

WHITE-CROSS. 
This  too  is  of  great  antiquity,  as  there  are  accounts 
of  it  fo  diftant  as  A.  D.  1410.  nth  of  Henry  IV. 

Mr. 
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lourne  fuys,  '*  On  the  place  where  the  Crofs 
Wy  rtoo<l,  was  a  ciftcm  for  receiving  the  water, 
&  was  called  the  New -water.    This  too,  he  adJs, 
pulled  down,  and  there  is  now,  on  the  place 
the  Crofs  then  ftood,  a  pillar  of  ftonc-work."    ' 
year  1773,  a  Milk- market  was  eftabliihed  at 
Thite  crofs.     In  the  year  1783  it  was  pulled 
and  rebuilt  after  a  deHgn  by  Mr.   David  Ste« 
I,  architeA,  in  the  mayoralty  of  the  late  wor- 
idrman  Atkinfon,  whofe  name  it  bears  infcrib* 
b  a  neat  but  low  fabric,  with  a  good  clock, 
ittle  pretty  fpire,  which  is  o(  great  fervice  to 
irt  of  the  town* 
fairs  are  alfo  proclaimed  at  this  Crofs. 

have  given  a  general  account  of  the  ancient 

ftrength,  of  rellraint  for  the  unruly,  and  of 

rnt  for  the  gay  and  lively  part  of  the  inhabi- 

the  town  and  its  vicinity.    We  now  turn  our 

ion  to  the  defcription  of  the  numerous  places  of 

ip,  for  which  it  has  been  celebrated,  during  the 

ition  of  many  ceniunes. 

(ball  begin  with  an  account  of 

ST.  NICHOLAS'  C  lURGH. 

be  propriety  of  ftrudlures  de.Hcated  to  the  pur- 
polb  of  devotion  has  been  denied  and  ridiculed  by  a 
certain  clafs,  many  of  whom  are  Qtherwife  men  of 
fcience  and  intelligence.  Yet  we  prcfume  to  obferve, 
and  it  may  do  no  violence  to  metaphyiical  tnvelUgu* 
tioa  to  allert,  tnat  religion  is  natural  to  man ;  and 
that  you  may  as  well  diveil  him  of  his  exiitence,  as 
attempt  to  efface  this  indelible  impreflion  damped  on 
bis  mind.     It  is  interwoven  in  the  conlUtution  of  tiie 

enlight- 
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enlightened  fage,  and  of  the  uncultivated  barbarian. 
It  pervades  human  nature  in  every  age  and  clime  ; 
though  the  external  expreflions  of  it  may  be  found 
widely  different^  according  to  the  education  of  the 
mind.  Man  certainly  ftands  high  in  the  fcale  of  be- 
ing. His  fublime  afped,  his  ardent  afpiration  after 
fuperior  degrees  of  mental  improvement,  and  confe- 
quently  enjoyment,  demonftrate  him  to  have  been 
formed  the  nobleft  and  moft  perfed  of  all  the  works 
of  the  Deity,  in  the  fyftem  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted. So  true  i3  the  obfervation  of  the  old  chro- 
nicler, of  the  debaucheries  of  his  gods  : 

Pronaque  cum  Jj^eOad  anlmalia  c£tera  terram; 

Os  ionuni /Mime  deditj  cmlumqm  tueri 

Jujfi^  d  areSas  adjidera  toUne  vukut.  Ovid. 

And  whilft  they  (the  gods)  beheld  other  animak  groyeling 
npto  the  earth,  to  man  was  given  an  ered  countenance ; 
he  was  ordered  to  look  up  towards  heaven,  to  lift  his  face 
towards  the  ftars. 

The  wide  liniverfe  is  one  vaft  volume,  fpread  out 
for  his  inftrudion,  and  a  motive  for  his  devotion. 

Yet,  to  mortify  his  pride,  he  cannot  fail  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  in  feveral  refpe<^s,  he  is  furpaiTed  by 
the  brute.-^In  his  long  imbecility,  in  infancy  ;  his 
neceffity.  through  cuftom,  for  drefs  ;  the  neceifity  of 
his  food  being  transformed,  by  the  aftion  of  fire,  &c. 
In  all  thefe  circumftances,  his  inferiority  to  the  brute 
is  inconteftible.  But  the  principle  termed  inflindi  in 
the  brute,  and  which  regulates  its  whole  routine  of 
adions,  becomes  reafon  in  man ;  and  the  powers  of 
his  mind,  fo  vaft,  fo  boundlefs,  fet  him  at  once,  at 
the  head  of  creation,  and  demonftrate  him  formed  for 
the  moft  fublime  con  tern  plation,  and  the  pureft  in- 
tclledtual  pleafures. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  no  one  can  confider  the  grand  ftrudure  of 
the  heavens  without  having  his  mind  filled  with  the 
moft  fupreme  veneration  for  its  glorious  Author.  He 
cannot  fail  to  obferve,  that  even  every  portion  of  this 
earthy  Tea,  and  air,  is  full  of  fenfitive  beings,  capable^ 
in  their  refpedive  orders,  of  enjoying  the  good  things 
God  has  prepared  for  their  comfort.  When  philofo- 
pby  informs  us  of  the  motion  x)f  a  comet,  running  be- 
yond theorbit  of  the  Georgian  ftar,  attempting  to  efcape 
bto  the  patblefs  regions  of  boundlefs  (pace ;  yet  feel* 
ing,  at  its  utraoft  diftance,  the  attradive  influence  of 
the  fun,  hearing,  as  it  were,  the  voice  of  God  arreft* 
ing  its  progrefs,  and  compelling  it,  after  a  lapfe  of 
ages,  to  reiterate  its  ancient  courfe !  The  incompre. 
henfible  diftance  of  the  ftars  from  the  earth,  and  from 
each  other !  Our  imaginations  are  confounded  and 
loft,  when  we  are  told,  that  a  ray  of  light,  which 
moves  at  the  rate  of  above  ten  millions  of  miles  in  a 
minute,  will  not,  though  emitted  at  this  inftant,  from 
the  brighteft  ftar,  reach  the  earth. in  lefs  than  fix 
years! 

But  we  are  ftill  more  confounded  in  contemplating 
the  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing, in  redifying  the  fatal  errors  which  had  convulfed 
and  ruined  the  moral  world.  Thefe  excite,  in  a  well- 
difpofed  mind,  the  mmgled  emotions  of  **  wonder, 
bve,  and  praife."  He,  therefore,  who  confiders,  that 
**  in  Him  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being,  may 
readily  yield  his  aflent  to  the  propriety  of  either  pub- 
licly or  privately  acknowledging  his  dependence  up* 
on  that  independent  Being,  and  his  humble  fubmiffion 
to  all  the  divine  difpenfations.  Hence  arifes  the 
profMiety  of  public  or  focial  worfliip,  and  thankEul- 

nefs  to  that  great  Firft  Caufe,  from  whom  we  derive 

all 
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all  our  benefits;  nor  can  man  be  engaged  in  an  em. 
ployment  fo  dignifying,  fo  fublime,  and  fo  truly 
noble. . 

Contemplations  fuch  as  thefe  fill  the  mind  with 
humble  benevolence  and  piety. 

It  arofe,  as  we  ought  charitably  to  fuppofe,  from 
thefe  and  iimilar  confiderations,  that  the  early  inha* 
bitants  of  N^wcaftle  crowded  the  town  with  places 
of  worfhip.  The  river,  the  hills,  the  dales,  and  the 
adjacent  ocean^.would  all  tend  to  imprefs  them  with 
ideas  at  once  fubhme  and  devout.  They  might  be 
miflaken  in  the  leiTer  circumflances  of  mode  and  form, 
but  the  grand  principle,  the  continued  fenfation  of 
acknowledgments  of  the  power  and  benevolence  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  ever  remains  the  fame. 

When  we  fee  the  names  of  Roger  Thornton,  Law- 
rence Adion,  Robert  Rhodes,  and  many  others,  in- 
fcribed  in  public  places  of  devotion,  in  marble  and 
on  brafs,  but  "  whofe  record  is  on  high,"  we  are  in- 
fpired  with  a  veneration  for  the  fandiity  of  their  cha- 
raders  and  the  fplendour  of  their  virtues  ;  and  yet 
who  Tmaugre  the  ample  fortunes  which  they  acquired 
and  the  high  honours  to  which  they  attained)  knew^ 
how  to  ''  ufe  the  world  as  not  abufiog  it,"  as  well  as 
uxiyfcoffing  infidel,  either  in  their  own  times  or  in  ours. 

Thefe  introdudory  remarks  on  this  important 
branch  of  our  work,  may  not  feem  unnecefiary,  when 
we  confider  the  ufes  and  defigns  of  churches;  as,, 
when  we  fee  large  and  convenient  ftrudures,  with 
curious  and  ingenious  pieces  of  machinery,  and  are 
inftmned  that  they  are  intended  for  cafting  iron» 
finelting  metab,  fabricating  filk,  cotton,  linen,  wooU 
kn,  iic.  for  the  fervice  of  man,  fo  churches  are  for 
that  of  the  Moft  High,  who  inhabits  that  which  is 
'*  not  qaade  witli  hands."  The 
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The  ancient  Perfians  reprobated  the  idea  of  includ- 
ing the  omnipr^fence  of  the  Deity  in  temples  made 
of  ftone  or  marble,  accounting  the  univerfe  his 
twnple.  It  was  on  that  account  that  Xerxes,  the 
PcrCan  emperor,  upon  his  invading  Greece,  burnt 
down  all  the  temples,  as  blafphemoufly  lefledUng 
upon  the  Divine  Omnipreicnce  j  the  Magian  priefts, 
who  attended  him  in  this  expedition,  inciting  that 
prince  to  this  adl  of  religious  zeal.  And  it  is  very 
remarkable,  that  the.  ancient  Druids,  had  Uie  places 
of  their  fimple,  yet  fublime  worlhip,  open  at  top : 
but  their  more  general  clach'Jleacbda\  or  "  ftone 
of  worfliip,"  was  in  a  circular  arjangement  of 
huge  ftones,  and  always  on  fome  eminence,  from 
whence  they  might  have  a  profpeft  of  the  expanfe 
of  the  heavens,  and  the  circumjacent  country,  in 
order  to  enlarge  their  ideas  and  elevate  their  ado. 
ration. 

It  is  a  very  curious  circumftance,  that  at  Calen- 
der, about  twenty  miles  north  of  Stirling,  is  the 
mountain  of  Benledy,*  one  of  the  higheft  in  Scot- 
land ;  on  the  very  fummit  of  which  was  a  Druidical 
temple,  confifting  of  huge  ftones,  in  a  circular  form, 
and  which  probably  have  been  ereded  for  two  thou- 
fand  years.  Thither,  at  fet  times,  all  the  inhabitants 
ufcd  to  attend,  for  the  purpofes  of  devotion  ;  and  to 
this  day,  as  the  worthy  minifter  (Mr.  Robertfon,  of 
Calender)  informed  us,  when  the  people  enquire  of 
one  another,  on  Sunday  mornings,  if  they  mean  to  go 
to  church  ?  they  fay,  in  Gaelic,  "  Are  you  going  (do 
clacbanj  to  the  Jlones  to-day  ?"  Referring,  no  doubt, 
to  the  pradice  of  their  progenitors,  before  the  intro- 
dudion  of  Chriftianity  into  the  ifland. 

•  Ben,  hill,  !<  Dta,  of  God  ;.-.Hill  of  God.     Gaclick. 

r  f  Still 
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It  may  be  objefted,  that  the  ubiquity  of  the  Deity 
forbids  the  idea^of  local  worfliip.  In-  reply  we  would 
obferve,  that,  as  by  temples  and  churches  we  cannot 
include,  fo  the  very  term  ubiquity  implies,  that  it  is 
equally  impoflible  to  exclude  the  Divine  Prefence. 

We  now  proceed  to  delcribe  St.  Nicholas'  church, 
and  efpecially  its  beautiful  and  magnificent  fpire, 
the  pride  and  chief  ornament  of  Newcaftle. 

This  moft  elegant  ftrudure  is  juftly  the  objcd  of 
admimtion  to  all  ftrangers,  as  well  as  it  is  the  pride 
and  boaft  of  the  inhabitants ;  who  you  will  not  ealily 
perfuade,  that,  for  lightnefs,  fynimetry,  loftinefs,  and 
architedtural  grandeur,  any  fteeple  in  the  world  is 
like  theirs ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  it  will  not  eafily 
be  found.  From  whatever  quarter  we  approach  the 
town,  St.  Nicholas  prefents  its  beautiful  fpirc;. 

It  was  termed  "  the  Church  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne  :'*  either  intimating  that  it  had  been  ereded 
before  any  other  church  was  built  in  the  town  ;  or 
tl(t,per  excellentiajn,  by  way  of  dignity.    According 
to  the  fuperftition  of  the  times,  it  was  dedicated  to 
Saint  Nicholas.     But  we  are  not  from  the  name  to 
conclude,  that  this  was  the  fame   Saint   Nicholas, 
who  was  one  of  the  feven  apoftolic  deacons,  and  who, 
renouncing  the  pure  and  fimple  dodrines  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  founded  a  fed  of  the  Gnoftics,  which  became 
for  ages  the  bane  of  the  church,  and  whofe  infamous 
dodrine,  throwing  down  all  reftraints  refpeding  in^ 
tercourfe  between  the  fexcs,  is  fo  feverely  reprobated. 
Rev.  ii.  v.  15.     The  Saint  Nicholas,  to  whom  this 
noble  ftrudure   was    dedicated,  was,   according  to 
ecclefiallical  hiftory,  biftiop  of  Myra,  a  city  in  Lycia, 
a  province  of  Afia  Minor.     He  lived  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fourth  century,  and,  during  the  perfc* 

cutioa 
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tion  under  Licinius  the  Roman  emperor,  was  fent 
into  banifbment:  but  after  the  death  of  that  tyrant, 
he  revifited  his  diocefe,  and  threw  out  all  the  idols 
which  he  found.  He  is  faid  to  have  affifted  at  the 
fuooous  general  council  of  Nice,  and  appeared  a  ftre- 
nuous  opponent  to  the  Avians.  His  feftival  is  on  the 
6th  of  December. 

In  Mr.  Bourne's  time,  a  large  flag,  which  was 
the  firll  ftep  into  the  church,  at  the  north  door, 
was  cut  all  along  the  furface  with  uneven  hnes, 
in  imitation  of  the  waves  of  the  fea,  as  a  lilent  re- 
membrancer of  this  faint,  fo  famous  among  fome  for 
bis  miracles  and  apparitions  by  fea,  that  he  has  me- 
rited the  title  of  the  *•  patron  of  the  failors.*'  If  this 
was  the  cafe,  it  feems  as  if  predidive  of  the  number 
and  confequence  of  that  ufeful  body  of  men,  wnich 
one  day  was  to  prove  the  ftrength  and  opulence  of 
Newcaftle. 

Who  the  founder  of  this  noble  building  was,  is  not 
diibnclly  banded  down.  It  is  rather  mortifying  to 
human  pride,  to  coniider,  that  the  names  of  thofe 
who  have  reared  the  mod  magnificent  and  ftupen- 
dous  llruclures  in  the  world  have  been  utterly  iwal- 
lowcd  up  and  loll.  Oftliisthe  Egyptian  pyramids 
are  a  memorable  example.  Thefe  wonderful  efforts 
of  art  have  exifted  nearly  entire  for  four  thoufand 
years,  yet  the  names  of  their  original  founders  is  a 
fubjecl  of  continued  difpute.  It  is  the  cale  with  this 
more  ufeful  and  beautiful  fabric ;  foaie  afcribing  its 
exiftence  to  Henry  I.  others  to  Ofaiund^  biiliop  of 
Sali(bury,  anno  1091.  This  Ofmund  was  by  birth  a 
Xorraan,  and  attended  the  conqueror  in  his  fuccefs- 
ful  invafion  of  England;  was  created,  by  that  prince, 
carl  cf  Dorfet,  and,  according  to  Godwin,  elevated 
F  f  a  to 
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to  the  chancellorniip  of  England.  So  merit6rious 
was  this  prince-prelate,  that  he  was  enrolled  in  the 
calendar  of  the  faints,  being  canonized  upon  his 
death,  anno  1099. 

King  Henry  made  over  the  church  of  Newcaftle, 
with  that  of  Newburn,  to  the  bifhop  of  Carlifle,  who 
to  this  day  is  the  impropriator  and  patron.  The 
other  churches  are  dependent  upon  it,  and  yet 
they  are  termed  three  diftinft  parifhes.  The  vicar 
receives  dues  from  them  all. 

In  the  year  1194,  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen, 
Hugh  Pudfey,  biftiop  of  Durham,  affigned  to  the 
niinifter  of  St.  Nicholas'  church  all  the  fruits,  annual 
profits,  oblations,  and  obventions,  belonging  to  that 
church,  except  the  great  tythes. 

It  (lands  in  an  advantageous  and  elevated  fitua- 
tion,  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  feventy- 
nine  yards,  two  feet,  and  nine  inches  in  length  ;  and 
of  a  height  in  which  the  mod  exad:  proportion  has 
been  obferved.  But  the  principal  objeft  of  admi. 
ration  in  this  mother-church  is  its  curious  and  lefty 
fteeple.  Four  images  cut  in  ftone,  at  full  length, 
are  placed  in  the  four  corners  of  the  fquare  tower, 
out  of  which  rifes  a  curious  fteeple,  fixty-four  yards, 
one  foot,  and  nine  inches  in  height,  adorned  with 
thirteen  pinnacles,  two  bold  ftone  arches  fupporting 
a  large  and  beautiful  lanthorn,  on  which  is  a  tall 
and  ftately  fpire.  It  has  eight  mufical  bells,  on 
which  occafionally  are  rung  a  variety  of  changes, 
and  are  heard  at  a  great  diftance.  The  great  bell 
was  newcaft  at  Colchefter,  It  weighed  3129  pounds. 
The  prefent  tenor,  or  great  bell,  was  put  up  in  1734, 
the  old  one  having  been  cracked  in  ringing. 

It 
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It  is  a  note  of  the  late  celebrated  Dr.  V/arburton, 
biihop  of  Gloucefter,  that  as  the  early  Chriftians 
worfhipped  in  groves,  and  amidft  tiiick  and  fliady 
trees,  ^fu  the  firft  converts  among  the  Goths  built 
their  churches  fo,  as  to  bear  fome  refemblance  to  thefe 
original  places  of  worfhip ;  the  ftrong  pillars  which 
I'uppoTted  them  were  arranged  in  parallel  rows,  whofe 
tops  diverged  along  the  roof  like  the  fpreading  tops 
of  trees.  St.  Nicholas*  church,  and  indeed  almoft  all 
old  churches,  are  conftrucled  in  this  form. 

In  the  year  1359,  this  church  is  faid  to  have  been 
re-built  ;  probably  having  decayed  through  age. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  belfrey  is  this  infcription  : 

Orate  pro  animd  Roberti  Rhodes. 
Pray  for  the  foul  of  Robs^t  Rhodes* 

This  Robert  Rhodes,  it  is  highly  probable,  was  the 
munificent  contributor  towards  building  the  lanthorn 
and  the  pinnacles  of  the  fteeple,  as  he  is  mentioned 
with  great  refpedl  by  Harding,  mayor,  in  1453, 
who  was  his  cotemporary.  This  fine  piece  of  archi- 
tedure  has  undergone  feveral  repairs.  So  lately  as 
1796,  it  had  a  thorough  one  ;  when  a  new  vane,  en- 
tirely of  copper,  was  put  upon  the  upper  fpirc,  and 
the  whole  p  tinted  in  oil,  of  a  flone  colour,  to  the  crofs 
leads.  The  roof,  which  is  lofty  and  grand,  is  lupport- 
cd  by  Gothic  pillars,  /.  ell  cut,  mafly,  and  ftrong. 

In  the  organ-gallery  is  a  double  organ.  On  the 
north  fide  of  this  gallery  is  St.  Georye'ii  porch.  It  is 
vaulted  underneath,  and  cieieJ  above;  waii  anciently 
adorned  with  curious  carvi:.gs  in  wood,  and  the  win- 
dows with  paintings  on  the  glafs. 

St.  Mary's  porch  is  railed  in,  and  employed  for  the 

daily  burial  fervice. 

Saint 
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Saint  Margaret's  porch  is  the  burial-place  of  the 
Bewick  family,  of  Clofe-houfe.  Robert  died  Sept. 
3d,  1771,  aged  44.  He  was  knighted  by  king  Geo. 
IIL  when  high  (heriff  of  Northumberland. 

The  whole  area  of  this  fpacious  church  was  covered 
with  infcriptions  on  flag-ftones,  commemorative  of 
the  dead  who  fleep  below.  But  when  it  had  an  en* 
tire  alteration,  in  the  year  1783,  being  transformed 
into  a  kind  of  cathedral,  mod  of  the  monumental 
ftones  were  removed,  broken,  ftolen,  or  loft :  which 
(fays.  Mr.  Brand)  the  antiquarian  mull  deeply  la- 
ment. 

At  that  time,  the  pulpit,  and  the  whole  of  the 
pews,  galleries,  &c.  were  taken  away.  The  chancel 
was  quite  difmantled,  the  altar  Ikreen  removed  back- 
ward to  the  great  eaft  window.  In  fhort,  every  old 
ereflion  was  levelled,  except  the  organ  gallery. — 
Since  then  no  burials  are  permitted  in  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  divine  fervice. 

In  the  middle,  and  on  the  crofs-roof,  are  the  coats 
of  arms  of  the  kings,  princes,  bifliops,  abbots,  the  town 
mayors  and  benctadors,  affixed  to  the  joinings  of  the 
timbers  at  the  top.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate 
the  monuments  and  infcriptions  with  which  this  fa- 
mous church  abounds.  We  ftiall  therefore  only  feledl 
a  few  of  the  moft  confpicuous. 

On  the  fouth  wall  is  a  moft  magnificent  mural 
monument,  with  the  figure  of  the  late  alderman  Rid- 
ley, beautifully  cut  in  marble,  which  prefents  a  ftrik- 
ing  appearance,  and  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  Weftmin- 
fter  Abbey  :  it  does  great  credit  to  the  archited,  and 
reflects  honour  upon  the  filial  duty  of  his  furviving 
fon,  the  prefent  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 

To 
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To  the  Memory  of  MATTHEW  RIDLEY,  Efq. 

of  Blagdon  and  Heaton,  in  die  county  of  Northumberlandi 

Senior  Alderman  of  the  Town, 

and  Governor  of  the  Company  of  Merchant  Adrcnturers. 

He  four  times  ferved  the  office  of  Mayor ; 

in  which  ftation,  in  the  year  174.5, 

he  rendered  edential  fcrvice  to  his  country, 

averting,  by  hts  ptudence  and  aftivity, 

the  attack  meditated  againft  this  town 

by  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick, 

and  thereby  materially  checking  the  progrcfs  of  their  'arms. 

He  was  unanimouily  eleded,  by  his  fellow  burgefTes, 

to  rcprefent  them  in  five  fucceffive  Parliaments, 

and  retired  from  that  fituation 

when  the  declining  flate  of  his  health 

rendered  him  incapable  ot  fulfilling  the  duties  of  it. 

He  lived  refpeded  and  beloved, 

and  died,  univerfally  lamented,  April  6th,  1778, 

aged  66. 

On  the  fouth  wall,  above  the  veftry  door  : 
Sacred  to  the  Memory 
of  SARAH  BLACKETT, 
who  departed  this  life  July  14,  1775, 

aged  35, 

This  monument  is  ereded  in  teftiraony 

of  tlie  tender  remembrance 

of  an  affe^ionate  hufband, 

whofe  grief  for  the  lofs  of  an  amiable  wife 

can  only  find  comfort 

in  full  aflurance 

of  that  promifed  reward 

which  virtue  inherits 

in  the  regions  of  immortality. 

In  Saint  George's  porch  are  interred 

the  remains  of  MATTHEW  DUANE, 

of  Lincoln's  Inn,  London,  Efq. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian  Societies, 

and  a  Truftee  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum. 

He 


«32 3Hnparttal  jplftotrg  of 

■■  '  '  ...  I  -I. .  I..         I       -.1  .  .    .1     > 

He  was  of  great  eminence  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law, 

and  of  tlie  (tridteft  in&egrity  and  liberality  in  the  pra^ice  of  iu 

'    At  the  fame  time, 

the  friend  and  the  patron  of  the  polite  and  fine  arts. 

And  particularly  diftinguifhed 

by  his  lingular  fkilU  jadgment»  and  eaile, 

in  chooting  and  coUe^ing  a  mod  complete  feties 

of  Syrian,  Phoenician,  Grecian,  Roman,  and  other  coins, 

now  depofitcd  in  die  mufeum  of  tlie  late  William  Hunter,  M.  D. 

for  the  illuftration  and  confirmation  of  hiftory. 

The  virtues  of  his  hcart'were  equal  to 

the  endowments  of  his  mind. 

Ju(lice»  benevolence,  and  charity,  dilated  his  fentiments, 

in  promoting  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

He  died  the  6th  day  of  February,  1785,  aged  78. 

In  tcftimony  of  ;ifFe<5lion  and  finccre  cfteera, 
his  widow  erected  this  monument  to  his  memory. 

On  a  pillar,  fouth  fide  of  the  prefent  middle  aifle  : 

Near  this  place  lie  interred, 

the  remains  of  THOMAS  DOCKWRAY,  A.  M. 

many  years  Icfturer  of  this  church ; 

Who,  after  a  life  worn  out  in  learned  and  religions  fcr%'iccs, 

departed^  to  the  mercy  of  God,  on  the  i5tli  of  May,  1760, 

in  the  71ft  year  of  his  age. 

He  had  an  able  head  and  an  upright  heart. 

As  a  preacher,  he  was  inftruflive,  nervous,  eloquent ; 

in  private  life,  he  was  adorned  with  thofe  virtues 

which  diflinguifh  the  worthy  man  and  the  good  Clirillian. 

■His  nephew,  Thomas  Dockwray,  placed  this  monument 

of  his  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  the  bed  of  friends. 

Mural,  in  Saint  George's  porch  : 

In  Memory  of  WILLIAM  PEARETH,  Efq. 

of  Ufworth*Houfe,  in  the  county  of  Durham  ; 

a  man  of  abilities  and  worth, 

whofc  amiable  qualities  endeared  him  to  hi*  family  and  friends* 

He  fervcd  this  Corporation,  with  afllduity  and  integrity, 

as  Clerk  of  the  Town's  Chamber  and  Alderman, 

near  fifty  years,  always  declining  tlje  office  of  Mayor. 

He 
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He  nufried,  in  lyji,  Aaa,  yowigeft  daughter  of  Rtdurd 
Jenneri,  Elq.  of  Warwickfliire ;  by  whom  be  had  iflbe  fifteen 
cfaOdren.  Of  tfaofey  two  fons  furvired  him,  WOliam  and  Richard 
Thomasy  and  fix  daughters.  Sufannah,  married  to  Hemy 
Wright,  Efq.  of  Northamptonfliire ;  Elizabeth,  Aim,  Marft 
Henrietta,  and  Barbary.  He  did  May  20, 1775,  ^S^^  7^  years. 
Hb  widow,  in  tefHmony  of  her  adSedion  and  gratitude, 
canfed  diis  monument  to  be  ereAed- 

Mural  monument,  north  wall : 

In  St.  George's  porch  lie  interred, 

the  remains  of  Mrs.  BARBARA  DAWSON, 

the  widow  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dawfon. 

She  died  in  the  yenr  175^,  aged  38  years. 

And  of  Mrs.  Suiannah  Peareth,  her  fifter, 

who  died  in  the  year  1769,  aged  71  years. 

Both  were  the  daughters  rf  Henry  Peareth,  Efq. 

by  Elisabeth  Jackfon  his  wife. 

This  monument  of  filial  duty  and  reiped 

for  one  of  the  beft  of  mothers, 

•od  a  fipoere  regard  for  an  affediooate  lumt, 

was  ereded  by  Dorothy, 

daughter  of  the  (aid  Barbara  Dawfon, 

and  wife  of  Matthew  Duane,  Efq. 

in  the  fear  1776. 

On  the  wall  of  St.  George's  porch  is  a  beautiful 
maj^le  monument,  with  the  following  infcription: 

Hie  fioe  fimt  ezttvw 

ROBERTI  8HAFTO,  Equitis  amti, 

nee  non  ad  legem  fervientis, 

et  hujas  monieipii  proptstoris. 

In  defideratifimi  patria  mewflriii 

hoc  marmor  pofuit  unicus  defbndi  filtos 

Marcus  Shaf to  de  Whicwofth 

ta  oomitatu  Dnnclmen*  Arm'. 

Obii  Mali  21 S 

A.  D.  1705. 

Vizit  annos  72. 
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Englijhed : 

Here  lie  buried  the  remains 

Of  Robert  ShaftOi  Bart 

bred  to  the  law, 

and  Mayor  of  this  town. 

In  memory  of  a  mod  beloved  father,  • 

Mark  Shafto,  of  Whitworth, 

in  the  county  of  Durham,  £fq. 

the  only  fon  of  the  deceafed, 

placed  this  monumental  marble. 

He  died  May  2i» 

in  the  year  1705. 

He  lived  72  years. 

Columnal,  or  fixed  to  a  pillar,  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  fouth  aifle.  This  monument  is  of  marble,  and 
has  been  painted  and  gilded  fince  its  firft  eredion. 
At  the  top  are  the  images  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity, 
udth  their  ufual  attributes.  Below  thefe  are  ttie 
ftaiues  of  three  perfons  of  each  fex,  on  their  knees, 
in  fuppliant  attitudes.  The  two  on  each  (ide  of 
the  delk,  in  front,  are  evidently  meant  for  Henry 
Maddifon  and  Elizabeth  lys  wife,  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Barker :  over  them  a  ihield.  Infcription  as 
follows  : 

Here  reft,  in  Chrlftian  hoi>e,  the  bodies  of  LIONEL  MAD- 
DISON,  fon  of  Rowkmd  Maddifon,  of  the  county  of  Durham, 
Efq.  and  of  JANE  his  wife.  She  died  July  9,  i6ii.  He, 
having  been  thrice  Mayor  of.  this  town,  departed  December  6, 
1 6a4,  aged  94  years*  He  lived  to  fee  his  only  fon  Henry  father 
to  a  fair  and  numerous  ifiue* 

Here  lie  imemd  alfo  die  bodies  of  HENRY  MADDISON 
and  ELIZABETH  his  wife,  who  lived  together  moft  comfor- 
tably 40  years.  Elizabeth,  his  only  wifq,  had.  i^ue  to  him  ten 
fons  and  fix  daughters.  Their  eldeft  fon,  Sir  Lionel  Maddifon, 
knight,  Robert,  Ralph,  &c.    . 

Under- 
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Underneath  the  fixteen  fmaller  figures  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Maddifon,  is  a  beauti- 
ful feries  of  fmall  fliieJds,  pointing  out  their  inter- 
marriages. 

In  the  fouth  aide,  againft  one  of  the  pillars,  is  a 
marble  monument,  with  this  infcription  : 
Mfmori«  PATRICII  CROWE, 
oliin  de  AfhUngton,  Armigeri» 

cujiis  corpus  baud  procul 
msumoce  cUfto  fepukum  j;icet. 
Obii  die  Januarii  31^1 
^  Anno  Domini  1694. 

Englijbed : 

To  the  memory  of  Patrick  Crovb, 

of  AfliHngton,  Efq. 

vhofe  body  Ues  buried 

not  far  from  this  marble. 

He  died  January  31,  » 

In  the  year  1 694. 

Mural : 

Near  this  place 

are  interred  the  remains 

of  ALICE  INGHAM, 

Widow  of  William  Ingham, 

late  of  Whiiby,  in  Yorkfliirc,  furgeon. 

He  died  the  nth  of  November,  1794- 

This  monument 

is  ere^ed 
to  her  memory 

by  her  fon,    .  ^ 

William  Ingham^ 
fuigeon  in  this  town. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

The  Rev.  NATHANIEL  ELLISON,  Newcaftle, 

formerly  fellow  in  Merton  College,  Oxford, 

late  Vicar  of  Bolam, 

and  kaurer  of  St.  Andrew's,  Newcaftle. 

Gg  2  ^« 
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fk  refigned  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  his  Creatflr* 

the  ift  of  Augufi,  1798, 

in  the  62d  year  of  his  age. 

His  remains  lie  interred  in  this  place. 

He  lived  univerfallj  bcloTed* 

and  died  unfeignedlf  regretted. 

Mr.  Robinfon's  burial  place. 

Here  lie  baried  under  tfiis  ftone. 
Of  JOHN  BENNET  both  body  and  bone» 
Late,  of  diefe  north  parts,  mafter  of  the  ordnance. 
Which  deceafed  by  God's  PrOTidene^ 
The  eighth  day  of  the  month  of  July, 
In  perfeA  faith,  lore,  and  charity, 
A  thonfand  five  hundred  iixty  and  eight, 
Whofe  foul  to  heaven  he  tmftcd  went  ftraight. 
Through  God's  great  mercy,  blofriflied,  and.dcath. 

Which  only  he  tmfted  to  during  his  breath. 

So  truft  we  his  Wife  and  Children,  who  canfcd  this, 

*And  Captain  CArvel,  a  friend  of  his. 

We  will  not  further  trefpafi  on  the  time  and  pa* 
tience  of  our  readers  by  enlarging  the  enumeration 
of  thefe  memorials  with  which  this  noble  ftrudure 
(notwithftanding  the  vaft  number  fwept  away  by  the 
late  alteration)  ftiU  abounds.  But  the  mind  which 
feriouily  looks  forward  to  the  termination  of  all  things, 
may,  in  this  magnificent,  facred  recefs,  learn  a  leflbn 
of  fupreme  wifdom.  And  when  we  tread  on  the 
tombs  of  magift  rates,  minifters  in  the  faered  office, 
generals,  feamen,  artifts,  ftatefmen,  all,  all  blended 
together  in  one  common  mafs  of  mortality;  and 
when  fitting  over  the  **  mighty  dead,"  in  the  aflem- 
bly  of  the  living, — 

**  Where  through  the  long-drawn  aifle  and  fretted  vault 

*<  The  pealing  anthem  fwells  the  note  of  praife."       Gair.   • 

how 
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bow  are  we  ftruck  with  reverence  in  refleding  on  the 
folemnity  <^our  fituatton !— ^"^  But  a  ftep,  a  fliort  ftep 
too,  between  us  and  death  !** 

**  I  know,  fayt  Addifon,  (the  fweeteft  writer  in 

queen  Anne's  reign)  that  contempUitions  of  that  na« 

titre  are  apt  to  raife  dark  and  difmal  thoughts  in  ti* 

morons  minds  and  gloomy  imaginations ;  but  for  roj 

part,  though  I  am  always  ferious,  I  do  not  know  what 

it  is  to  be  melancholy;  and  can  therefore  take  a 

triew  of  nature,  in  her  deep  and  folemn  fcenes,  with 

the  fiune  pleafiure  as  in  her  moft  gay  and  delightful 

ones.     By  this  means  I  can  improve  myfelf  with 

thofe  objeds  which  others  confider  with  terror. — 

When  I  look  upon  the  tombs  of  the  great,  every 

emotion  of  envy  dies  in  me ;  when  I  read  the  epi* 

taphs  of  the  beautiful,  every  immoderate  defire  goes 

out ;  when  I  meet  with  the  grief  of  parents  upon  a 

tomb-Aone,  my  heart  melts  with  compalfion ;  when 

I  ice  the  tomb  of  the  parents  themfelves,  I  confider 

the  vanity  of  grieving  for  thofe  whom  we  mufk 

quickly  follow.    When  I  fee  kings  (in  Weftminfter 

abbey)  lying  by  thofe  who  depofed  them  t  when  I 

confider  rival  wits  placed  fide  by  fide,  or  the  boly 

men  that  divided  the  world  with  their  contefts  and 

difputes,  I  refled  with  forrow  and  aftonilhment  on 

the  little  competitions,  fadions,  and  debates  of  man* 

kind.     When  I  read  the  feveral  dates  of  the  tombs, 

of  fome  that  died  yefterday,  and  fome  fix  hundred 

yeaiB  ago,  I  confider  that  great  day  when  we  (hall 

all  of  us  be  cotemporaries,  and  make  our  appearance 

together.**— i^^^oroTi  No.  %6. 
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CHANTRIIS   IN  ST.  NICHOLAS  CHURCH. 

It  was  the  fafhion,  fays  Mr.  Brand,  in  the  times  of 
the  papal  fuperftition,  for  lords  of  manors,  and^  other 
perfons  of  great  weajth  and  importance,  to  build 
fmall  chapels,  or  fide  aifles,  in  their  parifh  churches, 
deiigned  for  burying- places  for  their  families ;  which 
they  frequently  endowed  with  lands,  &c.  for  the 
fupport'of  chantry  priefts,  to  pray  daily,  at  altars 
ereded  therein,  for  the  fouls  of  the  founders,  and 
thofe  of  their  anceftors  and  pofterity. 

Wheue  thefe  fuperftitious  papifts,  as  Mr.  B.  here 
fomewhat  unhandfomely  terms  ^Jifler  cburcb,  could 
make  fuch  a  grand  difcovery  as  that  of  purgatory 
we  editors,  not  prefuming  to  clafs  ourfelves  with  fuch 
redoubtable  dodtors,  dare  not  fay ;  yet  we  venture  to 
affirm  where  they  have  not  found  it,  and  that  is,  nei- 
ther in  the  wide  field  o(fcripiure  nor  ofreafon.  And 
we  may  fafely  add,  chat  this  frightful  fidion  has 
brought  more  pence  into  St.. Peter's  coffers  than  any 
other  Jfource  of  fpiritual  revenue  whatever. 

However,  in  this  capacious  church,  there  were 
nine,  fome  fay  ten  chantries.  We  will  only  fltghtly 
glance  at  them,  as  it  is  long  fince  they  have  been 
aboli(bed« 

L  The  chantry  of  St.  John  the  Baptiil  and  St. 
John. the  Apoftle.  It  was  fituated  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  church.  Its  foundation  is  fo  remote  as  1149. 
lAurentius,  prior  of  Durham,  founded  it ;  and,  two 
centuries  after,  it  was  re^founded  by  Richard  de 
Embleton,  a  magiftrate  of  Newcaftle,  who  made  a 
great  figure  in  thofe  times.  He  was  fo  liberal  as  to 
provide  for  three  chaplains  to  this  chantry. 

This 
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This  celebrated  Richard  de  Emeldon  had  been 
above  twelve  times  chief  magiftrate  in  Newcaftle. 
He  obtained  letters  patent  from  king  Edward  the 
Third,  to  build  upon  a  vacant  piece  of  groand, 
over  againft  the  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  the  martjr, 
that  he  might  prefent  it  to  three  chaplains,  to  pro- 
cure their  prayers  for  him  while  he  was  living,  and 
after  he  was  dead,  and  alfo  for  the  fouls  of  his  wives 
aad  his  father  and  mother,  every  day,  at  the  altar  of 
St  Nicholas,  which  was  dedicated  to  John  the  Bap- 
tifl  and  John  the  apoRle  and  evangelift. 

The  priefts  fet  apart  to  attend  this  altar  were, 
every  day,  to  pray  for  his  foul  and  thofe  of  his  rela- 
tions. And  by  an  order  from  Richard,  lord  bifliop 
of  Durham,  the  chaplains  for  the  time  being,  on  the 
anniverfary  of  his  death,  every  year  for  ever,  to  cele- 
brate his  memory  by  a  folemn  tolling  of  bells,  and 
devoutly  finging  by  note,  in  the  evening  of  the  anni- 
verfary,  and  folemnly  to  fing  mafs,  for  the  foul  of 
Richard  himfelf,  the  fouls  above-mentioned,  and  the 
i'ouls  of  all  the  faithful  departed  ;  and  after  mafs 
OQC  of  the  chaplains  was  to  diftribute  among  one 
hundred  and  fixty  poor  people  the  fum  of  fix  fliil- 
lings  and  eightpence,  and  this  annually  for  ever. 

This  chantry  was  enriched  alfo  by  Robert  Rhodes; 
ind,  after  the  death  of  that  worthy  charafter,  the 
corporation  of  Newcaftle  gave  fcven  pounds  feven 
(hillings  and  tenpence  with  a  houfe,  as  a  maintenance 
for  one  chaplain,  to  pray  for  his  foul,  for  whofe  me- 
iDory  they  had  the  highefl  refped,  and  to  whom  the 
town  owed  many  obligations. 

The  other  chantries,  dedicated  to  our  Lady,  to  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  to  St.  Margaret,  to  St.  Loye,  Slc. 
io  this  church,  were  all  founded  with  the  famo  ioteiw 

tions: 
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turns ;  but  which  the  l^ht  breaking  in  upon  Europe, 
tt  the  Deformation,  diCcovered  to  be  completely  ridi* 
culous.  We  will,  therefore^  readily  be  fi)rgiven  in 
omitting  any  further  account  of  thefe  recefles  of  ig- 
noraoee  and  miftaken  devotion* 

OALURISS  AND  P1WS» 

The  immenfe  mafles  of  huge  ftone  pillars  greatly 
tend  to  obftruft  the  hearing,  in  this  and  all  the 
churches  built  in  the  old  ftile  of  architedure.  In 
the  year  1785,  an  entire  new  fet  of  pews  was  ere^led 
in  St.  Nicholas*  church ;  yet  the  alteration  is  (aid  to 
have  increafedy  rather  than  diminiihed,  the  ufoal  in- 
convenience of  low  voices  in  the  minifters. 

The  galleiy,  commonly  called  the  head-fchool  gal« 
lery,  was  moved  from  its  ancient  fituation  to  the 
front  of  St.  George's  porch. 

TBI  GHAKCZL. 

The  altar  was  fometimes  made  of  wood,  and,  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  popery,  of  ftone.  It  was  even  ac- 
counted a  matter  of  confequence,  and  required  the 
deciiion  of  general  councils,  to  determine  in  what 
part  of  the  church  the  communion  table  was  to  be 
placed.  The  chancel  of  St.  Nicholas,  where  that 
part  of  the  worfbip  was  performed,  has  been  thrown 
entirely  open,  and  the  communion  table  removed 
dofe  under  the  great  eaftem  window. 

THl  FONlT. 

In  the  fimple  and  purcft  txmi^  of  Cbriftianity,  the 
iniciatQry  rite  of  baptifm  was  perfcrmed,  by  immerfion^ 
ia  avers  and  fountains,  efpecially  in  the  warm  cli^ 
mttes  of  the  eaft.    When  it  affumed  a  more  fMgni- 

ficcru 
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ficent  form,  fonts  were  invented,  and  firft  ufed 
iii  private  houfes,  afterwards  placed  in  the  church 
porch,  and  laftly  within  the  church  itfelf,  but  near 
the  door,  expreffive  of  its  nature,  as  an  ordinance  of 
initiation.  Yet  myftery  in  matters  of  faith  cncreaf- 
ing,  the  buffooneries  of  fplendpr  and  ornament  de- 
graded the  fimple  river  and  the  gratuitous  immerfion 
ot  the  adult  convert,  into  the  artificial  font»  and  the 
pricftly  and  hired  fprinkling  of  every  new-born  rj&r(/l 
/ii^jf  child! 

The  font  of  St.  Nicholas  is  of  light  and  elegant 
workmanihip.  It  had  been  either  made  or  repaired 
by  Robert  Rhodes,  the  builder  or  repairer  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  fieeple ;  as  his  coat  of  arms,  with 
another,  probably  his  wife's,  is  fculptured  on  the 
bafis  of  this  ancient  and  curious  religious  veflel. 

WINDOWS. 

A  ftrudlure  fo  lofty  and  capacious  as  St.  Nicholas' 
church  required  large  and  ample  conveniences  for 
light.  Mr.  Bourne  fays,  *'  in  this  church  are  m^ny 
funaptuous  windows,  but  that  in  the  eail  furpafleth 
all  the  reft  in  height,  largenefs,  and  beauty .'*  Grey 
feys,  there  were  in  this  window  the  twelve  apollles, 
and  the  feven  deeds  of  charity,  painted  on  the 
glafs;  that  it  was  built  by  the  beneficent  Roger 
Thornton ;  and  that  this  infcription  was  on  it : 
**  Orate  pro  anima  Rogeri  de  Thornton^  ct  pro  anima^ 
hut  JUiorum  i3  JUiarum.  Pray  for  tbe  foul  of  Roger 
Tbomton^  and  for  tbe  fouls  ofbisfons  and  of  bis  daugb^ 
ters/*  Thefe,  by  tixnt  and  alterations,  are  now  ef- 
faced. The  figure  of  our  Saviour,  of  miferable  exe* 
cution,  in  modern  Itained  glafs,  has  been  alfo  bap- 
pily  removed. 

H  h  -was 
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THE  ORGAN. 

This  magnificent  inftrument  is  faid  to  have  been 
invented  and  employed  in  religious  worfliip  in  the 
eaft ;  the  firft  organ  ufed  in  the  weftern  churches 
being  fent  from  Greece  to  Pepin  king  of  France, 
anno  766.     In  its  conftruftion,  approximation  to  the 
human  voice  has  been  (ludioufl/  regarded ;  and  yet 
it  has  ever  been  acknowledged,  that  a  well-toned 
voice,  in  which  the  powers  of  melody  have  been 
cultivate.d,  infinitely  excels  the  beft  inftrument  ever 
formed  by  the  ingenuity  of  man.     Whether  by  the 
pipes  of  which  it  is  compofed,  fuch  as  the  vox  leoniSy 
(the  voice  of  the  lion),  the  vox  bominis^  (the  voice 
of  man,  &c.)  the  oriental  Chriftians  meant  to  con- 
vey the  idea  of  awful  terror,   powerful  reafoning, 
fweet  perfuafion,  celeftial  harmony,  with  which  di« 
vine  worfliip  every  where  abounds,  we  prefume  not 
to  fay  ;  but  when  attended  with  a  number  of  melo- 
dious voices,  it  has  a  powerful  tStd  : 

•*  The  pealing  organ  fwells  the  note  of  praifc/' — Gray. 

And  yet,  ornamental  and  harmonious  as  this  noble 
inftrument  is,  no  perfuafion  could  ever  induce  the 
church  of  Scotland  to  adopt  it  in  their  worfliip. 
Tell  a  plain  Scotchman  that  an  organ  is  abfolutely 
proper  in  divine  worfliip ;  that  it  is  naked,  unadorn- 
ed, and  inharmonious  without  it;  he  would  likely 
reply — **  Sir,  I  read  in  the  word,  that  we  arc  to  fing 
wi'  grace,  making  melody  in  our  hearts;  but  I 
wad  like  to  ken  what  grace  is  in  the  hearts  of  a 
bunch  o'wbijllesr' 

About  the  year  1676,  the  corporation  of  New- 
caftle  contributed  three  hundred  pounds  towards  the 

eredion 
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fredton  of  the  prefent  organ.  They  added  a  trum- 
pet ftop  to  it,  anno  1699.  In  1710,  the  back  front' 
of  this  organ  was  finiftied,  which  coll  the  faid  corpo- 
ration two  hundred  pounds,  together  with  the  ex« 
pence  ef  cleaning  and  repairing  the  whole  inftrumen^. 
Id  1749.  a  fwell  ftop  was  added  to  it. 

In  the  veftry  are  pfeferVed  the  pari(h  regifters. — 
That  of  baptifms  begins  A.  D.  1558:  that  of  mar- 
riages and  burials,  in  1574. 

Parochial  regifters,  throughout  the  kingdom,  were 
appointed  in  the  year  1538.  They  are  of  fignal  fer- 
vice  to  the  community. 

CHUROH-YARD   OF  ST.  NICHOLAS. 

It  was  fo  late  as  the  year  1761,  that  this  recefs  of 
the  dead  was  inclofed,  by  fubfcription,  with  a  brick 
wall,  with  ftrong  wooden  rails  thereon.  There  is  a. 
convenient  foot-path,  well  paved,  and  of  fufficient 
breadth,  all  round  it. 

The  tomb  and  head-ftones  are  no  way  remarkable, 
00I7,  in  general,  informing  the  paflenger  of  the  time 
when  fuch  an  one  was  born  and  died. 

DONATIONS  AND  LEGACIES  TO  THE  POOH. 

The  number  of  thefe  adts  of  charity,  by  the  ha* 
mane  and  generous  of  St.  Nicholas'  parifh,  refleds 
unfading  honours  upon  their  memory.  But,  how* 
ever  laudable,  diredly  confidered,  yet  the  pradice 
of  thefe,  and  every  other  fpecies  of  indifcriminate 
charity,  indireftly  tends  to  decreafe  induftry,  and 
give  the  poos  a  fawning,  fuppliant,  dependent  fpirit 
H  h  3  It 
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It  would  engrofs  too  large  a  portioa  of  our  WQrk 
minutely  to  particularize  them  all.  Among  many 
others  are  the  following  : 

Henry  Hilton,  Efq.  of  Hilton,  per  annum  £,^    o    p 

lliomas  Davifon,  Efq.  -        .  ditto  236 

Sir  Alexander  Davifon  -        -  ditto  200 

Sir  Mark  Mtibank         -  -        • ,  ditto  600 

Sir  William  Blackett  •        -  ditto  200 

Nicholas  Ridley,  Efq.  -        -  ditto  i   10     o 

William  Grey,  Efq.  of  Backworth  ditto  '  500 

But,  as  their  pious  donations  are  ''  recorded  elfe- 
where,"  we  are  the  lefs  folicitous  to  infcrt  them. 

Of  the  charity  fchool  belonging  to  this  parifh  we 
will  treat  afterward?. — See  Public  Charities. 

VICARS   OF   ST.  NICHOLAS   CHURCH. 

It  is  a  juft  obfervation,  that  grand  and  fplendid 
as  the  fined  church  may  be,  yet  its  brighteft  orna* 
inent  is  an  enlightened  and  ufeful  minijlrj.  That 
there  have  been  fuch  in  the  long  lift  of  clergymen 
who  have  prefided  in  this  mother  church,  we  may 
readily  fuppofe.     We  will  name  only  a  few. 

Richard  de  A  urea  Valle,  or  of  Gold-bourn,  was 
minifter  of  this  church  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I. 
Nothing  particular  is  handed  down  concerning  him  ; 
nor  of  Gilbert  de  Lacy,  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.—-. 
During  the  revolution  of  three  hundred  years,  we 
have  the  names  of  the  fucceffive  vicars  of  Newcaftle, 
but  nothing  memorable  of  their  lives  and  minify 
t  rations. 

Anno  i6z3,  Thomas  Jackfon,  S.  T.  P.  was  infti- 
tuted  to  this  vicarage,  in  which  he  continued  ten 
years.  His  parts  and  learijing  were  fo  confpicuous, 
that  he  was  invited,  by  the  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  to 

the 
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the  high  dignity  of  prefident  of  Corpus  Chrifti  col- 
lege. He  died  Pecember  21,  ^640,  ^nd  was  buried 
in  the  inner  chapel  of  that  college,  Thi§  getitleinan 
was  defcended  from  a  very  worthy  fanjily  of  the 
county  of  Durham ;  and  was  firit  defigned,  by  his 
parents,  for  the  mercantile  life,  in  this  town,  where 
many  of  hi$  connexions  principally  lived,  in  great 
wealth  apd  profperity.  At  the  inftance  of  a  noble 
lord,  he  was  fent  tp  the  univ^rfity  of  Qxford,  where 
he  entered  ^t  Queen's  college,  under  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Craiikenthgrp,  and  there  made  great  progrefs  in 
learning.  Going  one  day  to  bathe  in  the  river,  he 
bad  a  narrow  efcap^*  from  death,  having  Iain  long 
under  water ;  but  was  providentially  reftored  by  the 
fltill  of  Dr.  Channel,  an  eminent. phyfician  of  that 
place. 

Anqo  163Q,  Yeldred  Alvey,  S.  T.  P.  fucceeded 
JDr.  Jackfon  in  this  vicarage.  He  was  depofed  from 
his  charge,  in  1645,  by  prder  of  the  lords  and  com- 
mons, and  was  buried  in  this  church  1648.  The 
celebrated  Prynne,  who  wrote  the  Hijlrio  Mqftyx^ 
or  Player's  Scourge,  (for  which,  by  order  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  be  was  deprived  of  both  his  ears)  in  hi^ 
famous  book,  entitled  ?*  Hidden  Works  of  Darknefs/* 
calls  vicar  Alvey  "  the  Arminian  and  fuperftitious 
vicar  of  Newcaftle/ • 

Robert  Jennifon,  D.  D,  was,  by  a  refolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  appointed  to  the  vicarage 
of  Newcafte,  in  phe  room  of  Y.  Alvey,  removed  for 
his  delinquency.  He  was  allowed,  by  the  fame  high 
authority,  a  falaiy  of  one  hpndred  pounds  per  annum. 
His  political  principles,  and  religious  deportment, 
were  fo  acccpuble  t^hc  houfe,  that  they  ordered 
his  falary  to  be  augmcmed  to  one  hundred  and  forty 

pounds 
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pounds  per  annum.     Dr.  Jennifon  died  November 
6, 1652,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  I^cholas. 

He  was  not  only  a  celebrated  preacher,  but  alfo 
a  pious  and  popular  writer.  He  wrote  a  book  **  con- 
cerning the  Idolatry  of  the  Ifraelites  ;'*  another  enti- 
tled "  Newcaftle's  Call  to  her  Neighbour  and  Sifter 
Towns  and  Cities,  occafioned  by  the  Pcftilcncc/* 

Anno  1652,  Mr  Samuel  Hammond  was,  by  an 
order  of  the  common  council,  appointed  to  preach 
at  St.  Nicholas  on  Sunday  forenoons,  and  to  lecture 
on  Thurfdays,  with  an  annua)  falary  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  He  was  of  the  fed  called  •*  The 
Congregational  Judgment.**  Up6n  the  reftoration 
of  Charles  II.  he  would  not  conform.  When  he  had 
a  call,  or  invitation,  to  preach  at  Newcaftle,  his  an- 
fwer  was,  **  that  he  was  ready,  with  all  chearfulnefs^ 
to  embrace  their  call,  and  ferve  God  and  the  town 
in  that  great  work,  finding  himfelf  and  the  people 
much  in  the  hearts  of  one  another."  He  was  to 
preach  every  Sunday  at  Nicholas*  church  in  the  fore- 
noon, upon  every  Thurfday  to  ledure  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  at  other  times,  as  occaiion  required  :  Saint 
was  accounted  fuperftitious  by  the  Puritans  of  the 
pail  times,  and  is  thought  abfurd  by  many  people  of 
the  prefent. 

The  manufcript  Life  of  Barnes  fays,  that  Mr. 
Hammond  was  a  butcher's  fon,  of  York,  but  raifed 
the  meannefs  of  his  birth  by  the  eminency  of  his 
qualifications.  He  was  colleague  with  Mr.  Weld,  of 
Gatefticad. 

John  March,  B.  D.  was  induded  v5car  of  New. 
cattle,  anno  1679.  He  died  1692,  and  was  buried 
in  St.  Nicholas'  church. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Bourne  gives  an  excellent  charader  of  this 
divine. ,  •*  John  March,  B.  D.  Tfays  he)  was  born  in 
this  town.  He  was  an  admirable  fcholar,  a  man  of 
ftria  piety,  and  a  mod  powerful  inftruftor.  The  laft 
fermon  he  preadhed  was  from  the  epiftle  to  the  He- 
brews, ch.  ii.  V.  3.  Howjballwe  efcape  if  we  neg* 
teS  Jb  great  falvation  P  It  was  on  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing, aiid  on  the  Sunday  following  he  was  buried." 
This,  and  eleven  more,  were  publiflied  in  the. year 
1693,  by  Dr.  John  Scott,  the  celebrated  author  of 
the  Chriftian  Life,  with  a  recommendatory  preface 
to  them. 
"  A  Vindication  of  the  prefent  great  Revolution  in 
England,  in  five  letters  betwixt  James  Welwood, 
M.  J>.  and  Mr.  John  March,  vicar  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  occafionedby  a  fermon  preached  by  him 
on  January  30,  1689,  before  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men,  on  paflive  obedience  and  non-refiftance.V 

Several  fermons  of  his  were  publiflied  in  his  life- 
time, viz.  The  Falfe  Prophet  unma£ked,  or  the 
Wolf  ftripped  of  his  Sheep's  Cloathing,  preached  on 
the  30th  of  January,  1683,  before  the  mayor,  &c. 
and  dedicated  to  them ;  with  many  others,  in  which 
Mr.  March  difcovers  much  reading  and  learning. 

Yet  the  common-council  books  contain  a  curious 
entry,  July  15,  1690.  "  Mr.  March,  vicar — Or- 
dered,  that  Mr.  Mayor,  &.c.  acquaint  him,  that  his 
ialary  will  be  Aopped,  unlefs  he  pray  for  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary  by  name.''  By  this,  it  feems 
that  their  worfliips  wanted  to  make  a  Vicar  of  Bray 
of  good  Mr.  March.  This*  indeed,  is  no  '*  new  thing 
on  the  earth !" 

Nathaniel  EUifon,  D.  D.  was  appointed  vicar  of 
St.  Nicholas,  April  30,  1695.     With  confent  of  the 

patron 
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patron,  his  falary  from  the  corporation  to  be  eighty 
pounds  per  anhum,  with  ten  pounds  more  for  Thurf- 
day  leftures.  He  had  been  inftalled  archdeacon  of 
Stafford  in  1682,  He  was,  befides,  reftor  of  Whit- 
burn, in  the  county  of  Durham,  a  piebend  in  that 
cathedral,  and  alfo  in  that  of  Litchfield. 

In  the  year  1700,  he  publiflied,  at  London,  a  fer- 
mon  preached  before  the  mayor  and  magiftrates  of 
Newcaftle,  on  the  Sunday  after  the  cleftion  of  the 
mayor,  &c.  •*  The  Magiftrate*s  Obligation  to  punifh 
.Vice.'*  A.  D.  170X,  his  fermon  on  confirmation, 
preached  June  23,  1700,  before  lord  Crewe,  bifliop 
of  Durham,  (who  made  him  his  chaplain)  at  St.  Ni- 
cholas* church  in  Newcaftle,  was  printed  at  London. 

In  the  year  1710,  he  printed  a  fermon  at  London, 
which  was  preached  in  All  Saints'  church,  Newcaftle, 
on  All  Saints'  day,  1709,  at  the  opening  of  a  cha- 
rity-fchool  in  that  parifh.  It  is  a  mafterly  difcourfe, 
entitled  '*  The  Obligations  and  Opportunities  of  do- 
ing Good  to  the  Poor,"  4to. 

He  died  May  4,  1721,  aged  64  years,  and  was 
buried  under  the  eaft  window  of  the  fouth  aille  of 
St.  Nicholas*  church.t 

He  left  in  manufcript  a  coUedion  of  interefting 
notes  on  the  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  from  which  we 

derive 

t  An  extraordinary  inftance  of  good  luck  bcfcl  the  family  of 
the  EUifons.  Sir  Benjamin  llawling,  knight.  Iberifp  of  London, 
dying  inteftate  in  17759  his  confiderable  real  eftate  devolved  to 
Mrs.  Miles  Comey,  bookfeller,  in  Penrith,  Cumberland  ;  and  his 
perfonal  effeAs,  amounting,  it  is  faid,  to  upwards  of  iao,oooL 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  EUifon,  of  Wcftgate-ftreet,  Newcaftle,  the 
only  furviving  fifter  of  Dr.  EUifon.  This  prodigious  fortune,  as 
ihe  died  unmarried,  Ihe  prudendy  left  equally  divided  among 
her  furviving  nephews  atid  nieces,  in  1776. 
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dcrire  much  iafbrmation,  and' which  W«  citi:  at  Dr. 
£{lifoa*s  manufcript. 

Anno  Bom.  1761,  John  Brown^  X>.  D.  vas'iix^ 
Aided  into  this  vicarage:  He  was  born  at  Rothbury, 
in  Northumberland,  and  was  educated  at  the  gram- 
mar-fchool  in  Wigton,  Cumberland,  of  which  place 
his  father  was  vicar.  After  purfuing  his  ftudies  at 
Cambridge,  he  returned  to  Wigton,  and  in  4\xt  titat 
received  deacorfs  and  prieft's  orders  from  Sir  George 
Flemings  then  hi  (hop  of  Carlifle«  His  attachment 
to  whig  principles  Toon  obtained  him  the  living  of 
Morland,  in  the  county  of  Weftmoreland*  which, 
however,  he  afterwards  refigned.  He  was  ingenious 
and  learned,  and  excelled  in  compofitions,  both  in 
profe  and  verfe.  His  ^'  Eltimate  of  the  Manners  and 
Principles  of  the  Times*'  acquired  him  high  reputa- 
tion. He  was  author  of  feveral  works  of  celebrity; 
among  which  were  two  tragedies,  viz.  Barbaroflk 
and  Athelftan  ;  the  former  of  which  is  well  known 
and  much  admired  by  the  lovers  of  the  drama.  He 
was  paflionately  fond  of  mulic,  and  a  very  coiffidet^-x 
able  mailer  in  that  enchanting  fcience.  But  to 
tbefe  qualifications  were  joined  uncommon  pride  and 
weaknefi.  He  was  a  bigb-cburclhman^  and,  of  confix 
quence^  intolerant  to  dilTenters,  and  rigorous  in  the 
ezadion  of  his  dues.  Though  afpiring  to  a  mitre* 
yet  could  he  not  avoid  treating  his  inferiors  with 
contempt,  and  his  fuperiors  withinfolencc. 

Dr.  Btown's  ambition  was  not  a  little  flattered  by 
an  invitation  which  he  received  from  the  late  empreis 
of  Ruilia^  in  the  year  1766,  to  vifit  the  court  of  St. 
Feteriburgh,  in.  order  to  aOiil  in  an  extenfive  plan  fof 
improviog  the  manners  and  morals  pf  the  unciviliz^ 
Ridfams.    Various  reports  have  been  circulated  re^ 
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(pelting  ttie  i0Ue  of  this  tranfadlion,  aad  the  ssittfr 
feems  nor  to  have  been  generally  u&decftood.    The 
£aA  is,  the  dodor!^  health  ^ould  not  .permit  him  to 
undertake  ^heJQacnc;^  to  fo  iahoTpitabk  a  climate  tas 
thatof  Auffia^  and,  agreeable  to  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  he  d.ecUned  Uie  impeqal  iniriution.f     This 
difappointment,  haweyer,  concurring  with  his  fevere 
indifpofition,  and  accompanied  by  sl  xecolledion  of 
other  failures  in  bis  expedations,  was.fucceeded  by  a 
.dejection  of  fpirits»  which  caufed  him  to  commit  an 
ad  of  fuicide,  by  cutting  the  Jugular  vein  with  a 
razor,  at  bis  apartments  in  Pall-mall^  on  the  23d  of 
^September,  1766,  in  the  51ft  year  of  his  age. 

Richard  Fawcett,  D..J).  was  induced  to  this  vicar- 
age, jw.  Jt  1767.  He  was  the  fon  of  John  Fawcett, 
e^.  recorder  of  Durham,  Or.  Fawcett  was  bred  at 
.Oxfard,  and  hiid  ieveral  livings  previous  to  his  ap- 
jpnintment  to  NewcatUe-  He  was  one  of  his  niajer. 
Xy^ji  phaplains  ixi  ordinary,  and  chaplain  to  the  bi(hup 
^rf' Durham,  by  whom  he  was  collated  to  the  rcdory 
of  Gateiheadl,  which  be  bekl  by  a  difpenfation  with 
ilthis  vicarage.  He  was  aICo  pne  of  the  prebendaries 
ff£  Durham ;  at  which  city  he  died  io  1  yiz^  He  had 
00  animation  in  his  manner  of  preaching^  but  was 
iMghly  diftinguiflied  for  a  olear*  nervous  ftrain  of  folid 
i»*foni4;ig* 

Anno 
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f  The  em|mf«^  Riii&a1iaAAm;afi«iilafTeqiieft«  afaOBtjAe 
IHiii  .cf  ikc  7«ir  t  ^ta^f>  M«  TyAUpB^bcttf  -Aroagb  the  anedhim  of 
jbL  P^  SpUikafl^  mhp  .tf^  vreGded  at  Pwis»  pfferiag  diat  prpfojind 
tpatfiemacipan  one  baadre4  thoufand  litres  per  year,  which  he 
refufed;  whereupon  the  empjeft  renewed  her  folicitation,  by  a 
letter  under  her  own  hand»  inviting  him  to  come  **  with  all  his 
JMen^/'  tMs  ^  ^ilofoj^r  Mo  withfteod,  as  fae  ^iid  she  ear- 
«dl  ibKeitttiau  nf  ibe  Omit  fndtmk  ^  Pntfui  |hPf«gh  j|^ 
Im4.>f9pfchal,  his  ambaiIadoi[  i|  t^  lame  plaec 
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Anno  Dom.  1782,  Stephen  Lufliington,  A.  M. 
was  induced  into  this  vicarage.  He  rejided  very 
little  at  Newcajlle^  and  died  in  1 801. 

His  fucceflbr,  the  reverend  J.  D.  Carlyle,  B.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  E.  chancellor  of  Carlifle,  chaplain  to  the  bi. 
Ihop  of  Durham,  and  profeflbr  of  Arabic  in  the  uni- 
vcrfity  of  Cambridge,  is  a  gentleman  of  poliflied 
manners  and  extenfive  erudition.  In  his  late  jour- 
ney into  Egypt,  and  his  intercourfe*  with  the  leaders 
of  the  contending  armies,  he  h^s  proved  to  his  ortho- 
dox brethren,  that  learning*  is  of  no  political  party:  ' 

Trof  Tyriu/que  mihi  nutto  difcrimine  a^etun 
Trojans  and  Tyrians  are  alike  to  me.  Virgil. 

Whilil  from  thefc  his  extenfive  and  laborious  joumies 
in  fearch  of  that  fpecies  of  knowledge  attached  to 
his  profeflbrihip,  that  may  be  truly  applied  to  him 
which  Homer,  from  the  extent  of  his  travels,  fays  of 
Ulyffcs,  the  favourite  of  Minerva  : 

Wand'ring  fiom  clime  to  clime,  obfervant  ftrayM,, 
Their  manners  noted,  and  their  ftates  furvey'd. 

Pope's  Homer. 

But  this  gentleman  having  only  lately  accepted 
the  office  of  which  we  now  treat,  we  (hall  clofe  this 
account  with  obferving,  that  as  vicar  he  is  alfo  one  of 
the  traftees  for  the  extenfive  library  of  Dr.  Thomlin- 
fon,  mentioned  before ;  and  we  do  not  furely  flatter 
ourfelves  too  much  by  hoping,  that  the  charadler  of 
a  hero  in  one  of  his  fayourite  authors  may  be  alfo 
applied  to  Profeflbr  Carlyle  : 

^DamokaJJimm  y^thei  alajbeiraho  bhakhaha 
wamogadhmirin  Ithbokukiha  hadhamoha 

He  diftributes  equal  (hares :  he  difpcnfes  juftice  to  the  tribes  : 
he  is  indignant,  when  dieir  right  is  diminifhed :  and,  to  edabliHi 
their  right,  often  relinqulfhes  his  own.  Poem  of  Lkbeid. 

I  i  2  .    AFTER. 
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AFTERNOON   LECTURERS  AT   ST.   NICHOLAS. 

We  will  be  very  ftiort  in  this  enumeration ;  altho^ 
we  find  among  the  afternoon  ledurers  men  of  great 
worth  and  high  talents.  tJpon  the  firft  appointment 
of  this  office,  the  town  paid  for  the  fervice  of  the 
forenoon^  and  the  parifh  for  that  of  the  afternoon. 
Some  time  after,  the  corporation  augmented  the  fa- 
laries  of  both,  upon  which  the  parifh  withdrew  their 
contributions.  In  this  flate  is  the  ledurefhip  at 
this  time. 

May  30,  1645,  the  common-coiincil  app6inted 
Mr.  William  Durant  and  Mr.  Cuthbert  Sydenham 
the  former  with  a  falary  of  eighty,  the  latter  of  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

Mr.  Sydenham  was  afterwards  fettled  fingly,;.  with 
a  falary  of  one  htlndred  and  forty  pounds  pet  ahhum. 

The  biographer  Wood,  however  hoftile  tpT*  puri- 
tans and  prefbyterians,  yet  gives  Sydenham  an  ^ex- 
cellent charadter.  ^    '' 

"  He  was  (fays  that  writer)  ledurer  of  St.  Nicho- 
las* church  in  Newcaflle,  without  any  orders,  unlefs 
thofe  of  prefby tery ;  a  great  flatefman,  yet  a  greater 
divine  ;  and  though  no  commiffioner  to  the  Wefl- 
jninfter  fynod,  yet  he  privately  drew  up  the  pa- 
pers that  pafled  in  the  debates  between  that  vafl 
body  of  divines  and  the  five  difftnting  brethren,  of 
the  independent  perfuafion." 

The  manufcript  Life  of  Barnes  fays,  that  he  was 
of  an  ancient  family  in  Cornwall,  had  a  genteel  and 
comely  perfon.  His  aqueline  nofe  called  to  remem- 
brance the  defcription  given  by  Lucian  of  St.  Paul, 
when  he  calls  him  that  hawk-nofed  Galilean,  who 
mounted  up  to  the  third  heaven,  and  thence  brought 

thole 
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thofe  goodly  notions,  which  he  preached  to  the 
world.''~.He  publiflied  a  book,  entitled  "  The  Myf- 
tciy  of  Godlineft." 

Anno  1679,  Mr.  John  Rawlett  was  appointed, 
with  a  fakry  of  ninety,  which  wad  afterwards  raifed 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  per  annum.  He 
died  in  1686,  aged  44  years,  and  was  buried  in  this 
chutch. 

There  is  a  curious  anecdote  of  this  gentlemen  in 
the  manufcript  Life  of  Barnes,  *'  Mr.  Butler  left  a 
daughter,  who  married  Mr.  John  Rawlett.  He  was 
a  confonuift  minifter,  a  devout  and  laborious  ledurer 
in  St.  Nicholas*  church.  They  had  been  fome  time 
mutually  in  love-;  but  he  falling  lick,  married  her 
upon  his  death-*bed,  at  her  own  requeft,  that  (be 
might  bear  his  name,  and  left  her  a  maid,  a  wife, 
and  a  widow."  He  was  author  of  many  works,  viau 
*'  ATreatife  of  Sacramental  Covenanting  with  Cbrift*** 
'•  An  Explication  of  the  Chrift,"  *'  The  Chriftian 
Monitor,*'  &c. 

In  the  year  1695,  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Thomlin- 
fon  was  appointed :  the  falary  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  per  annum.  He  died  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1747.  We  have  had  repeated  occafion,  (of 
which  fee  in  particular  page  84)  and  Ihall  have  at 
Icaft  another  very  eminent  one,  of  memioning  this 
good  and  great  man. 

Dr.  Dockwray  was  afterwards  appointed,  anno 
1752,  with  a  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  ann. 
He  died  December  18,  1783, 

At  his  death  Henry  Ridley,  A.  M.  brother  to  Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  fucceeded. 

On  the  late  refignation  of  this  gentleman,  the 
Rev.  John  Forfter  was  appointed. 

Thij, 
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This,  as  we  Ihall  fee  afterwards,  is  another  of 
thofc  offices  that  give  to  the  pofleflbr  the  right  of  a 
truftee  in  Dr,  Thomlinfon's  library. 

Chapels  of  Eafe  to  St.  Nicholas. 

BRIDGE-END  CHAPEL. 

We  have,  aheady,  given  fome  account  of  this 
religious  foundation,  under  the  title  of  St.  Thomas's 
Chapel  and  the  Magdalen  Hofpital.  After  having 
been  conveniently  pew'ed,  it  was  fet  apart  to  be  a 
chapel  of  eafe  to  St.  Nicholas' church,  anno  1732, 
the  whole  body  of  maglftrates  attending  in  form  on 
the  occalion !  It  is  unneceffary  to  enumerate  the 
names  of  thofe  appointed  to  perform  divine  fervice 
at  this  chapel,  for  which  they  receive  ten  pounds 
per  annum,  it  being,  in  general,  the  lowed  ftep  in 
the  clerical  climax  of  preferment ;  as  we  have  no- 
ticed them,  and  (hall  afterwards  have  occalion  to  do 
fo,  a  great  many  fteps  higher. 

SOUTH  GOSFORTH,  OR  GOSFORD  CHAPEL. 

This  place,  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  mentioned 
as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  The  names  of 
the  officiating  curates  we  omit,  as  they  generally  ob- 
tained curacies  in  the  town,  where  we  meet  with 
ihem  in  other  fituations,  more  comfortable  to  their 
feelings. 

NORTH  GOSFORTH  CHAFEt. 

This  has  been  pulled  down.  Nothing  remains 
but  a  few  folitary  grave-ftones,  infcribed  with  memo- 
rials, in  the  chapel-yard. 

CRAM- 
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CRAMLINGTON   CHURCH. 

This  is  about  eight  miles  diftant  from  Newcaftle, 
and  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas.  It  is  a  perpetual 
curacy.  Patrons,  by  turns.  Sir  M  W.  Ridley,  bart. 
and Lawfon,  efq.  formerly  of  Cramlington. 

Tliere  have  been  a  confiderable  number  of  well- 
known  charafterSjAvho  have  officiated  here.  viz.  MefT. 
Potter,  Stevenfon,  Alderfon,  Brand,  (the  hiftorian  of 
this  town)  and  Mr,  Falcon,  who  dill  holds  the  curacy. 
Salary  twenty  pounds  per  annum. 

Thus  have  we  taken  a  general  view  of  St.  Nicho- 
las'church,  its  ftrudure,  its  endowments,  its  long 
line  of  clergy,  and,  laftly,  its  dependent  chapels. — 
Araongft  its  minifters  we  have  recorded  fome,  whofe 
charaders  for  learning  and  pieity  were  eminent  while 
they  lived,  and  whofe  memories  will  be  treated  with 
veneration  and  efteem  to  the  remoteft  periods  of  time, 
amongft  whom  Dr.  Thomlinson  (lands  confpicuous. 
Wlien  meditating  on  the  ineftimable  treafure  he  has 
left  to  us  in  his  Library,  we  would  recommend  his 
eiample  to  the  rich  and  to  the  powerful.  But,  alas  I 
for  us  to  advife,  is  eafier  than  for  fuch  to  pradlife — 
according  to  the  Welih  proverb, 

Hawddyw  d^vfedyd  dacc*tv*r  Wyddva 
Ntd  eir  drojtt  and  yn  an^  ! 
To  fpeak  of  Snowdon's  height,  fublime. 
Is  far  more  cafy  than  to  climb ! 

Jones's  Relics  of  the  Welch  Balds. 

Should,  however,  any  be  inclined  to  follow  a  pre- 

cedent  fo  truly  illuftrious,  we  hope  they  will  benefit 

by  experience,  and  leave  their  libraries  fo,  as  to  fccure 

them  to  the  town,  againft  the  innovations  of  pricftly 

indolence  and  avarice. 

ST* 


*  m    '     '       ■■■    "■  '      ■  ■■  I      i  II  ■  ji]T  •   -     11      I     .1  ■   i.ji-       -„  <Tr~-.    ,.Mi>y  .1   11-  1     i^P^g^ 

St.  JOHN'S  CHURCH. 

This  ancient  church  (lands  in  the  pleafant  ftreet 
cf  Weftgate,  near  the  vicarage.  It  owes  fomc  of  its 
chief  ornaments  to  the  liberal  fpirit  of  a  pious  tradef* 
men,  one  of  its  parifliioners,  Mr.  Robert  Percival, 
pin-manufadlurer. — He  beautified  the  altar,  1710, 
^nd  built,  at  the  fame  time,  the  north  gallery,  to 
contain  thirty  people.  On  taking  down  the  three 
old  bells,  1707,  and  procuring,  by  public  fubfcrip- 
tion,  fix  new  ones,  he  gave  three  pounds.  But  his 
beoefkenpe  did  not  terminate  with  his  exiftence; 
for^  at  his  death,  1729,  he  left  a  howfe  in  the  Wool- 
market,  to  his  beloved  p^riCh^  at  the  rent  of  twenty 
pounds  per  annum.  Thefe  benefaAions  refledt  a 
luftre  on  hi3  memory^  apd  ihew  that  he  pofieflcd  an 
elevated  fouL 

The  communion  plate  was  the  ^ft  of  another  of 
its  pious  friends,  Mr.  Robert  Rymer.  He  prefentcd 
this  church  with  a  hr^t  flagon,  a  cbajipe,  and  a  falver^ 
valued  at  Jdxty  pounds,  anno  1722. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  church  is  another  gallery, 
in  which  is  the  prgan,  erefted  at  the  e^cpence  of  the 
parifliioners. 

This  church  had  three  chantries,  all  founded  by 
liberal  and  pioully  difpofed  men  ;  ajTiong  wJbom  we 
find  Richard  de  Epaeldon,  mayor,  Riphai^  .de  A^on, 
&c.  names  ever  to  be  revered  by  t-he  pt^opl^  pf  New- 
caftle.    Tchejriwerc  in  rbonouraf^  and  dedicated  to, 

I.  St.  ThiKMs  the  Martyr. 

a.  fit.  Mafy  jhe  3Iefle4  Vkgin. 

3.  The  Holy  Trinity. 

Ti»  inteottipn  and  ufes  of  the(e  little  fequefteted 
chapels  have  been  mentioned  btfor:9«  ^ip  pur  accpvv^t 
of  St.  Nicholas'  church.  The 
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The  temporalities  arifing  to  the  minifter  of  this 
parifli  arc,  from  the  vicar  three  pounds,  from  the 
crown  five  pounds,  and  from  the  corporation  for  be- 
ing ledurer  ninety  pounds. 

The  facrament  is  adminiftered  on  the  third  Sun- 
day in  every  month ;  and  prayers  three  times  in  the 
ucek.  At  Eafter  the-  corporation  ufed  in  former 
times  to  give  fifteen  gallons  of  wine  to  this  church. 

There  is  more  painted  glafs  remaining  in  St.  John's 
church,  than  in  any  other  in  the  town.  The  great 
callern  window -abounds  with  fpecimens,  but  of  too 
fmall  confequence  to  enumerate. 

Anno  Domini  1762,  the  church-yard  was  inclofed 
by  fubfcription  with  a  brick  wall  railed  above,  and 
planted  round  in  the  infide  with  lime  and  elm  trees. 

Cunningham,  the  paftoral  poet,  was  buried  here. 
On  his  monument  is  the  following  infcription  : 

Here  lie  the  remains  of 

JOHN    CUNNINGHAM. 

Of  his  excellence 

As  a  paftoral  poet, 

His  works  will  remain  a  monument 

For  ages. 

After  this  temporary  tribute  of  efteem 

is  in  dud  forgotten. 

He  died  Sept.  18,  1773,   ^S^^  44- 

He  cull'd  the  efTence  of  fimplicity. 
And  arrang'd  it  in  paftoral  verfe. 

LEGACIES    AND    DONAflONS   TO   THE    POOR. 

St.  John's  church  being  fituated  in  the  middle  of 
Weftgatc-ftreet,  which  has  been  Jong  the  refldence 
of  tbe  mod  opulent  inhabitants,  they  have  not  for- 
gotten, their  brethren,  to  whom  Providence  has 
been  leis  libcial.  Among  the  many  worthy  and  rc- 
K  k  fpeftable 
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fpcdable  names,  wc  Ihall,  however,  only  fcled  a  few 
of  the  principal: 

Hcriry  Hilton*  Eiq.      •      -      per  annum  /*  4    o    a 

Sir  WiHiam  Blackett        -        -        ditto  200 

Sir  Alexander  Davifbn      •        •       ditto  200 

Sir  Thomas  Davifon        -         •        ditto  i     o    a 

Sir  Mark  Milbank    '  -        •         -       ditto  500 

Mr.  John  RamiKj      ...      ditto  500 

St.  ANDREW'S  CHURCH. 

This  church  ftands  near  New  gate,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  ftreet.  From  the  ftylc  of  the  architec- 
turc,  and  its  fitoation,  where  old  M&nkchejler  chiefly 
flood,  it  feems  to  claim  priority  to  the  reft  for  anti- 
quity. 

The  old  bells  were  taken  down  in  1726,  and  fix 
new  ones  replaced  them,  by  a  contribution  among 
the  inhabitants,  the  corporation  giving  fifty  pounds. 
A  new  porch  was  built  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
church.  At  the  weft  end. is  a  handfome  gallery, 
crcded  at  the  expence  of  the  parifii  in  1711. 

Three  chantries  were  founded  in  it,  in  honour  cf 

1.  St.  Mary,  the  Bleffed  Virgin. 

2.  The  Holy  Trinity. 

3.  St.  Thomas. 

Thefe  chapels  contain  the  remams  of  many  "  illuf- 
trious  dead  ;**  among  whom  are  thofe  of  Sir  Adam 
de  Atholl,  knight,  and  of  his  lady«  with  a  Latin  in- 
fcription. 

In  the  year  X783,  the  inhabitants  porchafed  fomc 
houfes  and  wafte  ground  to  enlarge  the  church-yard, 
which  is  walled,  palhfadoed  round,  and  planted  with 
trees.  A  new  gallery  and  veftry  were  built  at  the 
fame  time.     The  church  was  beautified,  and  the 

whole. 
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whole^  from  the  White-crofs,  has  a  cleanly,  light 
appearance. 

The  minifter  of  this  church  receives  annually  from 
the  vxar  three  pounds ;  from  the  crown  five  pounds 
two  (hilUiigs  and  fixpencc ;  and  from  the  corpora- 
tion, for  being  ledurer,  one  hundred  pounds.  The 
facramenc  is  every  fourth  Sunday  j  prayers  twice  a 
week.  At  Eafter,  in  former  times,  ten  gallons  of 
wine  were  given  by  the  corporation. 

An  organ,  purchafed  by  a  voluntary  fubfcription 
of  the  parifliioners,  was  crefted  in  this  church  A.  D. 
1783  ;  and  a  falary  of  twenty  pounds  a  yea^:  fettled 
by  the  common-council  on  the  organi(t. 

The  le^cies  left  to  the  poor  of  St.  Andrew's  pa. 
rilh  are  ample  and  n^my ;  among  whom  are  : 

Sir  Mark  Mibank        -      -      per  aaiqim  £.  $    op 

Henry  Hilton,  £fq.        -  .        ditto  400 

Sir  Alexander  Davifoa      -  -        ditto  300 

Daxne  Jane  Qavering      •  •        ditto  2  10    o 

Mrs.  Ifabella  Wrightfon      »      •      ditto  4  10    o 

The  names  of  many  of  the  curates  and  ledturers  of 
St.  Andrew's  have  occurred  already  in  the  account 
of  St.  Nicholas*  church  j  we  (hall  therefore  omit 
them  here. 

Cbapels  of  Eafe  to  St.  An4rew's  Parijb. 

ST.  James's  chafel. 

Formerly  flood  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Barrow's 
or  Barras-bridge.     It  has  been  long  in  ruins. 

ST.  MARY*S   CHAPEL  AT   JESMOND. 

This  ancient  cliapel,  now  alfo  in  ruins,  got  t]he 
name  of  JcTmont,  i.  e,  Jefus  Moupt,  or  Mount  of 
Jcfus.  Ther^ 
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There  yet  remains  one  of  the  little  windows  of  the 
hofpital,  in  the  weft  gable  of  a  public-houfe.  The 
chapel  had  an  aifle  northward,  which  is  now  a  ftable  I 
It  is  itfelf  become  a  barn  ! 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  \\.  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
got  a  grant  of  the  chapel  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  Mary 
of  Jefmond,  and  fome  mefluages  and  lands  in  Jcf- 
mond,  under  an  annual  rent  of  three  (hillings  and 
fourpence. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  granted 
the  hofpital  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  Mary  of  Jefmond, 
with  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  to  Sir  John  Brandling, 
his  heirs  and  afligns^  for  ever.  It  is  now  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  William  Coulfon,  efq. 

St.  Mary's  Well  in  this  village,  which  is  faid  to 
have  had  as  many  fteps  down  to  it  as  there  are  arti^ 
cles  in  the  creeds  was  lately  inclofed  by  Mr.  Coulfon 
for  a  bathing.place,  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than 
the  water  left  it !  The  fuperftitious  people  fuppofed 
that  this  was  the  immediate  vengeance  of  heaven  for 
the  violation  of  the  fandity  of  the  place ;  but  the 
Divine  wrath  was  foon  fufpended  j  for,  lo  I  the  water 
ihortly  returncrJ  into  the  bathing-place  in  greater 
abundance  than  ever. 

From  Jtfmond  is  a  delightful  profped ;  in  turning 
our  eyes  up  the  Oufc-bourn,  we  behold  the  happy 
efFeds  of  induflry  in  Bufy-cottage,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Mailin  Sorfbie ;  and  further  up,  in  Mr.  YcUo- 
ley's  mill  and  improvements.  To  Jefmond,  in  a 
fummer  morning,  is  one  of  the  fweeteft  walks  in  the 
vicinity  of  Newcaftle ;  and  if  this  pleafant  village  has 
loft  its  beauty  of  imaginary  fanftity,  it  is  amply  com- 
penfated  by  the  improvements  made  there,  efpecially 
in  that  little  fpot  of  ground  occupied  by  Mr.  Dewar, 

as 
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as  a  common  garden,  which  in  a  few  years,  by  his 
induftry  and  unwearied  attention,  he  has  improved 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfeftion,  as  to  enable  him  to 
fupport  a  large  family  in  a  comfortable  manner,  al- 
though it  does  not  contain  quite  two  acres  of  land. 
It  is  now  much  reforted  to  as  a  place  of  recreation 
during  the  furamer,  and  the  vifitors  are  agreeably 
accommodated  with  tea,  cider,  &c.  as  well  as  with 
the  moll  delicious  fruits  in  their  feafon. 

ALL-SAINTS'  or  ALL-HALLOWS'  CHURCH. 

We  enter  upon  the  hiftory  of  this  church  laft,  not 

bccaufe  it  is  of  the  leaft  importance,  but  on  account 

of  its  total  renovation ;  the  original  church  being 

razed  from  its  foundation,  on  which  it  had  ftood  for 

ages ;  and  on  its  fite  has  been  e reded  a  magnificent 

religious  ftrudure,  ^ 

As  to  the  origin  of  its  name,  Mr.  Brand,  although 

be  acknowledges  that  he  is  ignorant,  both  of  the 

name  and  time  when  this  church  was  firfl  built,  yet 

adds,  with  fome  afperity,  "  the  conjefture  of  Grey,  in 

his  Chorographia,  that  this  church  was  dedicated  to 

All-Saints  or  All-Hallows,  from  the  ancient  name  of 

that  part  of  the  town,  Pampedon  ;  which,  he  adds, 

vas  fo  called  from  the  pantiicon  at  Rome,  appears  to 

be  too  ridiculous  to  deferve  either  to  be  confidercd 

or  confuted." 

This  unqualified  cenfure  appears  not  only  to  be 
fevcre,  but  alfo  ill-founded.  For,  in  the  ftrudure  of 
the  Greek  word  Pantbidn,  the  i(  delta  J  might  ealily 
flip  into  the  infcription  on  the  temple  for  the  9  (thetaj 
thus  making  the  word  Pandeon^  ijiftead  o£ Pantheon^ 
the  name  of  that  part  of  the  town  in  which  All-Saints 
church  was  originally  built.     It  is  well  known,  that 

the 
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the  early  Chrillians  adopted  feveral  of  the  names  and 
cuftoms  of  tlie  heathens,  both  to  allure  new  converts, 
and  not  too  feverely  to  pain  the  feelings  of  fuch  as 
had  but  recently  adopted  the  Chriftian  fyftem. — 
Thus  the  merriments  of  the  Satur  nalia,  in  Decem- 
ber, were  replaced  by  others  under  a  relig  ious  veil, 
not  lefs  voluptuous,  or  with  lefs  pageantry^  in  the 
feftival  of  Chriftmas. 

We  may  alfo  aflume  another  derivation  which 
Sean  Swift  gives  us  the  hint  of  in  his  celebrated 
**  Taie  of  a  Tub,'*  where  he  tells  us,  that  upon  the 
calendar  of  the  faints  increafing  fo  rapidly,  that 
all  the  days  of  the  year  were  infufficient  to  give 
every  faint  a  day  to  himfelf,  the  conclave  of  Rome, 
after  very  long  deliberation,  agreed  to  appropriate 
one  day  to  the  honour  of  All  Saints.  So  that,  if  the 
other  three  churches  were  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas, 
to  St  John,  and  to  St.  Andrew,  why  might  not  this 
be  dedicated  to  •*  All  the  Saints  .^'* 

We  know  that. trifling  incidents  have  given  names 
to  things  of  vaft  importance.  When  the  prime  mi- 
niftcr  of  England  propofes  his  plan  for  applying  ma- 
ny  millions  of  money,  and  his  ways  and  means,  to 
enable  him  to  do  it,  he  is  faid  to  "  open  the  budget/' 
This  word  has  fo  puzzled  the  French  politicians,  fomc 
terming  it  bouge,  a  lantern  I  oihtxs^  pocbe,  a  pocket  I 
that,  after  all,  they  were  obliged  to  renounce  it,  as 
inexplicable :  little  knowing  that  it  has  an  aliufion  to 
a  tinker's  leathern  wallet,  which  he  calls  his  budget^ 
where  he  keeps  the  tools  with  which,  when  he 
mends  one  hole  in  fome  good  unfulpicious  houfe- 
wife's  pan,  he  makes  two.  Mr.  Fox  fays,  that  out 
ftate- tinkers  have*  not  only  ft  ruck  holes  in  the  na^ 
tional  pot,  but  that  they  have  left  it  without  a  boi- 
torn.  Should 
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Should  neither  of  the  above  derivations  of  the 
name  of  All-Saints'  church  fatisfy  our  readers,  we 
will  venture  at  a  third.  What  if  the  piety  of  the 
early  Chriftians  fuggefted,  that  the  worlhippers  of  the 
Mod  High  either  are,  or  ought  to  be,  all  faints? — - 
If  *^  Proctd  ejle  prof  anil  Ye  impious,  keep  at  a 
diftance  !'*  was  engraveil  on  the  front  of  the  heathen 
temples,  fuch  an  infcription  is  much  more  applicable 
to  thofe  of  the  true  God, 

The  original  of  this  church  was  at  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  foot  of  Pilgrim- ftreet,  on  an  eminence 
nearly  on  a  level  with  St.  Mary's,  in  Gatefliead 
It  was  not  fo  1  irge  as  St.  Nicholas'  churcl;,  being 
oaly  J  66  feet  in  length,  and  in  breadth  77.  Its 
ftrufturc  was  far  from  commanding  admiration, 
being  quite  plain,  and  rather  low  in  proportion  to  its 
file.  It  had,  for  a  fteeple,  a  low  fquare  iower,  at  the 
weft  end,  with  one  fpire,  of  very  indifferent  architec- 
ture, rifing  from  the  tower,  it  was  adorn'd  with  a 
clock,  and  fix  good  bells,  which  were  caft  out  of  the 
ftatue  of  king  James  II.  as  mentioned  before. 

In  fome  of  the  windows  were  anciently  feveral 
curious  portraitures,  painted  on  glafs ;  one  of  our 
Saviour,  at  full  length,  in  the  fouth  eaft  window,  at 
the  eaft  end  of  the  chancel ;  his  twelve  apoftles,  in 
the  window  neareft  but  one  to  the  porch- door;  the 
pious  and  worthy  family  of  Roger  Thornton,  two 
Tons  and  three  daughters,  in  a  devout  kneeling  pof- 
tare,  before  the  altars,  in  the  window  above  the  fouth 
door,  leading  into  the  choir,  towards  the  porch.- — 
Moft  of  tbefe  were  carried  oflf  or  defaced,  during  the 
tumults  of  the  civil  wars. 

In  the  weft  end  of  the  church  was  a  bandfome 
gaHery,  built  in  1712 .;  an  organ  in  the  middle }  the 

north 
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north  end  devoted  to  the  accommodation  of  the  nu- 
merous children  of  the  charity-fchool.  At  the  eaft 
end  was  another  gallery,  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany of  butchers.  There  was  another  built  in  the 
north  aifle  of  the  church,  by  the  Tiinity-houfe,  for 
the  accommodation  of  mariners,  John  Holburne  maf- 
ter,  1618.  It  was  beautified  with  paintings,  in  1720, 
rcprefenting  Our  Bleflcd  Saviour  afleep  in  a  dorm  ; 
his  taking  St.  Peter  by  the  hand  when  he  was  fink- 
ing in  the  waves ;  and  Jonah  voihited  up  on  the  dry 
land* 

The  chancel  ftood  upon  a  large  vault,  of  a  fquare 
figure,  and  fpacious ;  a  ftrong  pillar  in  it,  which  fup- 
ported  eight  large  ftone  arches,  the  entrance  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  church-yard.  The  altar-table  was 
of  marble,  the  donation  of  a  perfon  unknown.  On 
.  the  fouth  fide  of  it  was  a  prothefis,  or  fide  altar.  The 
chancel  was  adorned  with  wainfcot  flails,  after  the 
cathedral  ftile. 

There  were   feven   chantries   belonging  to   this 
church,  viz. 

.1.  St  Thomas. 

2.  Our  Lady. 

3*  St.  John  the  Evangelift. 

4.  St.  Peter. 

5.  St.  Catherine. 

6.  St.  Loye, 

7.  John  the  Baptift. 

Thsfe  were  early  foundations,  and  well  endowed. 

That  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  was  founded  by  Roger 
de  Thornton,  oppofite  to  the  tomb  of  that  worthy 
man.  It  wa$  ereded  about  the  year  1411,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  with  a  licence  from  that  prince, 
that  he  might  be  prayed  for  while  he  lived ;  and  for 

his 
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his  fouli  with  that  of  Agnes  his  wife,  his  father  and 
mother,  his  anceftors,  and  alfo  his  poflerity,  with  the 
whole  company  of  the  faithful  departed. . 

^Monuments  formerly  in  AlUSaints  Church  and  Church- 

Tard. 

Of  thefc  we  (hall  feledl  a  very  few,  although  this 
large  and  populous  parifh  had  a  great  many  memo- 
rials of  this  melancholy  though  inftrudive  kind« 

Oppofite  to  the  veftry,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
altar,  was  a  large  ftone  raifed  above  the  levels  co- 
vered with  brafs  on  the  top,  on  which  were  *cat 
the  effigies  of  Roger  Thornton  and  his  wife,  toger 
ther  with  his  family  arms  and  thofe  of  the  family  pf 
the  Lumleys,  and  alfo  the  figures  of  the  apoftles  and 
other  faints. 

When  the  old  church  was  taken  down,  the  tomb- 
ftone  of  Roger  Thornton  was  carefully  taken  9way, 
and  lodged  at  Alderman  Cramlington's  houfe,  in  PiL 
gricn-fireet. 

On  the  tomb-ftone  of  George  Bulman,  baker  and 
brewer,  1710,  is  the  following  epitaph  : 

Nought  can  exempt  from  death's  imperioas  hand, 
When  it  arrefts  the  foul,  at  God's  command  : 
Each  ftate  and  fex,  as  well  the  high  as  low. 
Malt  once  falute  the  grave,  and  thither  go. 

A  mural  marble  monument  was  fixed  on  the  wall 
of  the  church,  under  which  was  interred  the  body  of 
Thomas  Wrangham,  at  that  time  a  famous  (hip- 
builder  in  this  town  :  he  built  forty-five  fail  of  fhips  ; 
and  died  of  a  fever,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age.  May 
26, 1689. 

He  was  a  man  of  a  mod  generous  difpofition,  of  a 
plain  and  unafiedted  converfation,  and  a  fincere  aa4 
hcatty  lover  of  his  friend. 

L 1  o^ 
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On  the  chancel  was  a  very  large  ftone,  infculp- 
tured  with  brafs,  of  which,  feveral  year  ago,  no 
more  could  be  read  than  *'  Hie  tumulatus — dono 
JDei  dolus  mitts  clero—fromoior  tcclefiarum.**  From 
this  perfon  being  a  great  '*  promoter  of  churches'*  it 
was  conjedured  that  Robert  Rhodes  was  the  per- 
fon here  buried.  However,  Robert  Rhodes  had 
ereded  a  chantry  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  where, 
moft  probably,  he  was  interred  Mr.  Bourne  adds, 
that,  whoever  it  was,  from  the  grandeur  of  the 
grave-ftone,  he  thinks  it  muft  have  been  the  burying- 
place  of  fonie  eminent  perfon ;  and  from  his  being 
^  promotor  ccclefiarum*'  that  he  was  alfo  religious.-— 
The  effigies  were  very  tall,  and  furrounded  with 
very  curious  pictures  of  the  faints  and  other  emblems, 
but  the  brafs  and  ornaments  were  decaying  fad.  It 
is  a  pity,  the  good  man  adds,  that  more  care  was  not 
taken  of  this  moimment,  both  as  it  was  ornamental 
to  the  church,  and  a  memorial  of  its  benefador.  The 
•*  promotei*s  of  churches**  fliould  be  always  remcm* 
bered  with  the  mod  grateful  refpedt,  that  they  may 
be  Ihining  ligiits  to  the  moll  ditlant  ages. 

Upon  Robert  Wallis,  formerly  clerk  of  All-Saints ; 

Here  lies  Robin  Wallis, 

The  king  of  good  fellows. 

Clerk  of  AU-Hallows, 

And  maker  of  bellows : 
Me  bellows  did  make  till  the  day  of  hu  death  | 
But  he  that  made  bellows  could  never  make  breath* 

This  being  a  large  and  extenfive  parifh,  and  many 
wealthy  merchants  and  other  opulent  people  refiding 
in  it,  of  confequence  the  legacies  left  to  the  poor 
were  numerous  and  liberal ;  among  which  were  the 
following : 

Mr« 
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Mr.  William  Harrifon.  hoaaman 

^ijo    0    0 

Mr.  William  Wrightfon 

50    0    0 

Mrs.  Margaret  Ramfcy 

so    0    0 

Mrs.  Amie  Handcock 

-    50    0    0 

The  benefadions  for  the  inflitution  of  the  free- 
fchool  of  All-Saints  are  >very  large,  of  which  in  its 
place. 

The  minifter  of  this  church  is  paid  four  pounds  by 
the  vicar,  and  five  pounds  by  the  crown,  annually ; 
the  reft  of  his  income  arifes  from  bis  furplice-fees, 
rcgifters,  &c. 

Here  are  two  lefturers,  allowed  each  one  hundred 
pounds  per  aiinum  by  the  corporation.  Formerly 
they  were  prefented  with  twenty  one  gallons  of  wine 
at  Eafter  by  the  fame.  Sacrament  every  fecond 
Sunday  in  the  month;  prayers  every  day  twice, 
morning  and  afternoon. 

LECTURERS   OF  ALL-SAINTS. 

Kobcrt  Jennifon,  S.  T.  P.  was  ledturer  in  this 
church  in  the  year  1622.  In  1639  he  was  fufpended 
for  non-conformity ;  but  was  afterwards  reftored  to 
bis  facred  fundions,  and  appointed  vicar  of  St.  Ni* 
cholas. 

Dr.  Wifliart  fuccecded  Dr.  Jennifon,  by  order  of 
king  Charles  L  to  this  le6lure(hip. 

1641,  Mr.  William  Morton  was  invited  to  be  paf- 
tor  of  this  church.  **  He  was  (fays  the  roanufcript 
Life  of  3arnes)  a  very  worthy  man  ;  he  left  New- 
caftle,  went  into  the  parliament's  army,  and  w^s 
chofen  one  of  the  divines  in  the  celebrated  alTembly 
at  Weftminfter." 

Mr.  John  Ourant  was  appointed  morning  ledurer 
of  AU-Sainu,  along  with  Mr.  Richard  PrideauZ|  anno. 

J647. 
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1647.  He  wrote  certain  fiprmons  on  the^  Woman  of 
Canaan,  or  the  Trial  and  Triumph  of  Faith,  and  de- 
dicated them  to  the  magiftrates,  minifters,  and  inha- 
bitants of  Newcaftk  upon  Tyne,  thanking  them  for 
their  lingular  refped:  to  his  dear  brother  William  Da- 
rant,  who  was  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  gofpel 
among  them  in  that  town.  Granger's  Biograpbical 
Hijlory^  V,  ii.  p.  27. 

William  Durant  married  the  lifter  of  Sir  James 
Clavering,  bart. 

Anno  1663,  Mr.  Thomas  Davifon  was  appointed 
ledlurer  of  All-Saints,  with  a  falary  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  He  is,  fays  the  bio- 
grapher Wood,  fuppofed  to  have  publiflied  a  fermon 
on  "  The  Fall  of  Angels,"  preached  before  the  mayor 
and  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  1685,  4I0. 

April  24,  1 76 1,  Hugh  Moifes,  A.  M.  morning 
lefturer.  The  common-council,  on  giving  him  this 
appointment,  politely  added,  that  **  Mr.  Moifes  was 
appointed  to  this  lediirelhip  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  good  fervices  to  the  grammar-fchool  of  the 
town,  and  that  it  was  a  fmall  reward  for  his  eminent 
induftry^  and  the  exertion  of  his  very  diftinguiftied 
abilities.** 

CURATES*  OF  ALL-SAINTS. 

This  is  reputed  one  of  the  largeft  cures  in  the 
kingdom ;  but  we  will  not  trouble  our  readers  with 
a  detailed  lift  of  the  names  of  all  who  have  filled  that 
oflice. 

A.  D.  1380,  John  de  Harpham  is  named  as  curate 
in  this  church. 

Robert  Croft,  in  the  year  1407,  was  appointed 
curate.  - 

After 
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After  a  fucceflion  of  many  others,  we  find, 
A.  D.  1 708,  Cuthbert  Ellifon,  M.  A,  chofen  cu- 
rate, and  afterwards  removed  to  the  vicarage  of 
Stannington.  He  was  the  author  of  two  fermons* 
entitled  *'  The  Babler  ;!*  alfo  of  a  paftoral  betweeri 
Corydon  and  Thyrfis,  and  another  little  pleafani 
piece,  named  •*  A  Trip  to  Benwell."  8vo. 

Henry  Bourne,  A.  M.  fuccecded  in  1722.  He 
was  author  of  **  Antiquitates  Vulgares/*  and  *•  The 
Hiftory  of  Newcaftle.**  As  this  work  is  in  many  • 
hands,  and  is  upon  the  whole  an  informing  book  on 
tlie  fubje£t,  we  (hall  add  a  few  notes  refpedlingthe  life 
of  this  reverend  author.  GylPs  interleaved  copy  of 
Boume*s  Hiftory  fays,  that  "  Henry  Bourne  was  the 
£>a  of  a  tayloT,  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  at  fchool, 
was  bound  an  apprentice  to  a  glazier  in  the  Side,  in 
Newcaftle ;  but,  difcovering  a  difpoiition  towards 
letters,  was,  after  he  had  lived  two  or  three  years 
with  his  mafter,  emancipated  from  his  fervice, 
again  fent  to  fchool,  and  from  thence  he  was  re*- 
moved  by  the  aid  of  fome  perfons  who  knew  him, 
and  admitted  a  fizax,  about  the  year  1 720,  at  Cam^ 
bridge ;  where  obtaining  orders,  be  was  appointed 
curate  of  this  church,  in  which  place  he  ];emained 
till  his  death  in  the  year  1 733. 

THE  NEW  CHURCH. 

The  occaGon  of  building  this  handfome  ftrudlure 
is  fet  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  aft  of  parliament 
as  follows : 

*•  Whereas  the  church  or  parochial  chapel  of  the  parifh  of  All- 
Sainm  in  the  town  and  ceunty  of  NewcafUe  upon  Tyne,  and 
which  parilh  extends  into  the  county  of  Northumberland,  is  a 
very  ancient  building,  and  is  become  fo  decayed  and  ruinous, 

that 


^70  3inipartial  5>iftorg  of 


that  it  is  unfafe  for  the  parilhioners  to  attend  divine  fenrice  there- 
in ;  and  it  is  nccefTary  the  fame  lhou)d  be  taken  down,  and  a  new 
church  buih,  and  alfo  that  the  cemetry,  or  chorch-yard,  trhich 
b  too  fmall,  fhoold  be  enlarged^  and  proper  avenues  made  there- 
to I  and  whereas,  for  the  purpofei  af«refaid,  it  will  be  neceffarf 
%o  porchafe  certain  lands,  hoofes,  or  teQements  i  may  it  therefore 
pleafe  jour  roajefty,"  &c,  ^c. 

In  confequencc  of  the  above,  an  advertifement  was 
inferted  in  the  Newcaftle  papers,  for  plans  of  a  church 
capable  of  holding  fifteen  hundred  people.  The 
candidates  were,  Mr.  Stepbenfon,  of  this  town,  Mr. 
Harrifon,  of  Lancafter,  and  fome  others.  As  the 
conteft  lay  between  thefe  two  gentlemen,  a  fliort  de- 
fcription  of  their  plans,  (made  by  a  friend  to  fcience 
at  the  time)  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

He  begins  by  obferving,  that  he  thinks  be  has  feen 
the  fcnographical,  or  ground  part  of  both,  at  Rome, 
being  that  of  two  noble  ftrudures  in  that  Miftrefs  of 
the  fine  arts. 

The  plan  of  Mr.  Harrifon,  he  obferves,  is  a  femi- 
circle  ;  before  the  chord-line  of  which  is  a  portico  of 
four  Doric  columns,  fupporting  a  pediment,  on  the 
two  extremities  of  which  is  a  fmall  minaret  or  (leeple. 

Mr.  Stephen  Ton's  plan  is  an  elipfe,  with  a  colonade 
of  coupled  columns,  of  the  ionic  order,  the  length  of 
the  whole  Ibuth  front ;  over  the  colonade  an  attic, 
from  which  rifes  a  dome. 

It  is  the  farthtrft  from  our  wi(h  to  give  offence  to 
thefe  gentlemen,  (who  have  arifen  to  eminence  in 
their  profeflion)  as  the  fine  remains  of  Grecian  and 
Koman  arcinteAure  are  confidered  as  the  purefl 
fource  from  which  the  prefent  artifts  can  take  their 
ideas. 

We  fhall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  church,  as 

it 
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it  is  finifhed,  the  plan  haying  been  confiderably  al« 
tered  from  what  was  at  firfl  intended. 

This  truly  grand  church  is  condruded  in  a  ftile 
verj  different  from  the  ancient  Gothic  churches.  It 
is  of  a  circular  form,  adorned,  quite  round,  with  orna« 
mental  architefture,  exceedingly  beautiful  and  rich. 
—The  front  is  towards  the  fouth,  and  fet  off  with  a 
grand  colonade,  fupporting  a  porch  lofty  and  fpa« 
cious,  with  fuperb  columns  of  the  Ionic  order.  A 
lleeple  or  fpire  rifes  above  the  front,  nearly  of  a  height 
with  St.  Nicholas'  fteeple,  but  conftruded  in  a 
different  manner.  It  gradually  rifes  from  the  fquare 
tower,  or  bafe,  by  feveral  (tages  of  moft  beautiful 
p'dlars,  and  terminates  by  a  large  gilded  vane. 

Ttie  fteeple  is  adorned  with  a  clock,  made  by  Mr. 
Thwaitcs,  of  London,  and  of  fuch  ingenious  work« 
manihip  as  to  excite  univerfajL  admiration.  It  has 
three  diaUplates,  with  gnomons  and  hour-figures, 
richly  gilded,  fo  large  as  may  be  feen  at  a  great  dif. 
tance.  In  the  front,  the  hours  are  dilHndtly  kcxi 
from  Gateftitad.  It  chimes  every  quarter  of  an  hour, 
repeating  the  number  of  quarters  after  the  hour. 

The  fet  of  bells  were  caft  on  purpofe,  in  London ; 
and  being  formed  of  the  bell  proportion  of  metals, 
their  found  is  fweet  and  harmonious,  and  they  ar^ 
capable  of  ringing  a  great  variety  of  changes. 

The  mafon-work  was  conduced  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
foo,  and  the  carpentry-work  by  Mr.  Peter  Paxton. 

In  (hort,  this  church  is  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  re* 
fernblances  of  the  Grecian  and  Roman  architedture, 
is  a  chief  ornament  in  the  modern  improvements  of 
Newcaftle,  and  will  be,  for  ages,  a  proof  of  the  good 
tafte  and  munificence  of  the  pariftiionersof  that  pariflu 
The  expeoce  (which  is  faid  to  be  great)  in  building 
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this  new  church,  was  raifed  by  a  poundage,  accord- 
ing to  the  above  a6l  of  Parliament,  upon  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  parilh. 

There  is  a  beautiful  area,  fown  with  gxafs,  and 
planted  with  poplar  and  other  ornamental  trees, 
with  a  border  of  flowering  {hrubs,  which  give  a  light- 
nefs  and  elegance  to  the  whole  building. 

The  church-yard  is  eaftward  from  the  church  j  it 
is  full  of  tomb-ftones,  infcribed  to  the  memory  of 
many  of  the  firft  charafters  in  Newcaille,  both  of  an- 
cient and  modern  times.  It  is  fupported,  on  the  call 
and  north,  by  a  wall  of  vaft  height. 

Cbapel  ofEafe  to  All-Saints. 

ST.  ann's 

*  Stands  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandgate-ftreet,  on  % 
gentle  dechvity.  After  the  reformation,  it  was  neg- 
lefled  and  fell  into  decay,  but  was  repaired  in  i6)i2. 
A  ledurer  was  then  appointed,  who  was  to  preach 
every  Sunday  morning,  and  expound  the  cathechifm 
in  the  afternoon,  for  which  he  was  to  have  thirty 
pounds  per  annum.  At  prefent  it  has  two  lefturers, 
one  allowed  forty,  and  the  other  fifty  pounds  per 
annum,  by  the  corporation.  This  chapel  was 
febuilt  by  Mr.  Newton,  architcft,  with  the  {tones 
of  the  old  wall  which  formerly  ran  along  the 
Qj.iay-fide.  The  defign  is  plain,  with  a  light  ft^eple, 
and  a  good  clock.  It  was  confecrated  by  biAiop 
TreTor  in  1 768,  haying  been  built  and  endowed  by 
the  corporation. 

Dr.  Fawcett  preached  and  publiflied  the  confecra- 
tion  fermon. 

From  the  firft  preacher  in  this  chapel,  Mr.  Joha 
Rawlett,  in  1682,  to  the  prefent^  the  Rev.  Mofes  Man*. 

nerf, 
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ncrs,  A.  M.  is  a  confiderable  lift  of  names,  many  of 
them  rcfpcftable  for  their  learning  and  talents. 

DISSENTING  MEETING-HOUSES- 

The  Diffenters  in  this  populous  town  are  numerous 
and  rcfpcSable. 

Adjoining  to  Tuthill-ftairs,  near  the  top,  is  a  new 
and  handfome  chapel,  lately  erefted.  The  congrc. 
gation  are  of  the  Particular  or  Calviniftic  Baptift  per- 
fua6on.  They  have  a  large  refervoir  for  the  immerT 
fion  of  their  members  in  receiving  the  rite  of  baptifm; 
with  a  neat  and  capacious  veftry,  where  they  have 
fermon  on  week.day  evenings.  The  name  of  the 
prefent  minifter  is  Mr.  Cracherode, 

In  Hanover-fquare  is  a  large  and  well-built  chapel 
for  Unitarian  Diffenters :  the  Rev.  William  Turner  is 
the  prefent  minifter.  In  the  veftry,  which  has  been 
lately  built,  is  an  excellent  library,  of  fome  extent, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  congregation.  This  fociety  has 
fubfifted  during  more  than  a  century,  and  has  been 
ferved  by  many  eminent  men.  Though  ufually 
clafled  under  the  denomination  of  Prelbyterians,  it  is 
believed  they  never  exercifed  the  prelbyterian  difci- 
pline,  or  joined  any  other  focieties  in  forming  a  clafs 
or  fyuod,  or  ever  prefcribed  any  creed  or  confefSjon 
as  a  term  of  communion  among  themfelves. 

Near  the  old  caftle  is  a  meeting  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  of  long  ftanding ;  the  prefent  minifter's 
name  is  the  Rev.  David  Gellatly. 

In  Poftern-ftreet  is  another  old  meeting  houfe, 
of  the  fame  defcription  of  diffenters,  which  is  opened 
occafion^ly. 

Nearly  oppofite  the  laft-rocntioned,  is  a  new  and 

elegant  chapel,  lately  built.     The  congregation  is  of 
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lady  Huntingdon's  (or  lady  Ann  Erlkine'sJ  denomi- 
nation, originally  founded  by  the  late  celebrated 
George  Whitfield,  A.  M. — Mr.  Lee,  a  native  of  this 
town,  is  at  prefent  minifter.  Before  the  building  of 
this  chapel,  they  occupied,  for  many  years,  the  old 
ineeting-houfe  laft  mentioned. 

In  the  Groat-market  is  a  meeting-boufe  of  Prelby- 
terians ;  the  Rev.  David  M  Indoe,  minifter. 

In  the  High  Bridge  is  another  large  Prelbyterian 
iheeting-houfe  ;  the  Rev.  John  Hutton,  minifter. 
"    In  Silver-ftrect  is  a  numerous  congregation  of  Prcf- 
l)yterians ;  the  Rev.  Adam  Laidlaw,  minifter. 

At  the  head  of  the  Wall  Knoll  is  a  Prcfbyte. 
tlan  meeting ;  the  piefent  miniftcr*s  name  is  Mr, 
Robertfon. 

Without  Sally  Port  k  another  Prefbytcrian  meet- 
ing-houfe,  for  Seceders  of  the  Burgher  perfuafion  ; 
the  Rev.  John  Smith,  minifter. 

On  the  Garth-heads  is  another  Preftjyterian  meet- 
ing-houfe  ;  the  Rev.  Robert  Cowan,  minifter. 

In  the  Clofe  is  a  Preftjyterian  mecting-houfe,  for 
Seceders  of  the  Antiburgher  perfuafion ;  the  Rev. 
William  Syme,  minifter. 

Clofe  by  the  opening  of  the  town-wall  for  the  new 
paffage,  half  way  down  from  the  Carpenter's  Tower, 
is  a  fraall  fociety  of  diffenters  from  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, which,  from  adopting  the  tenets  of  the  late  John 
Glafs,  are  called  Glaflites.  Their  fpeakers  are  various. 

There  are  three  Methodift  chapels ;  one  in  North* 
umberland-ftreet,  another  in  Manor-chare,  called 
Bethel,  of  the  New  Itinerartcy  ;  a  third  on  the  New 
Road,  near  Egypt  granaries. 

In  Pilgrim-ftreet,  nearly  oppofite  to  Mofley-ftreet, 
is  a  meeting-houfe  for  the  people  called  Quakers. 

There 
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There  are  two  Roman  Catholic  chapels  in  New* 
caftlc;  one  in  Pilgrim- ft reet,  oppofite  the  High- 
bridge,  Rev.  Mr.  Worfwick,  minifter  ;  the  other  at 
the  foot  of  Weftgate-ftreet,  the  Rey.  Mr.  Warilow, 
minifter. 

We  may  fam  up  the  different  clafles  of  Diffentcrs, 
and  clofe  our  account  of  Religious  liiftitutions,  in 
the  words  of  an  able  correfpondent  of  the  Monthly 
Magazine:  vol.  xi.  p.  310. 

**  Six  congregations  of  Prefbyterians,  properly  fo 
called,  united  in  dod:rine,diicipline,  and  communion 
with  the  church  of  Scotland ;  and  one  of  each  of  the 
clafles  of  the  feceflion  from  that  church,  ftiled  Burgh- 
ers and  Antiburghers :  a  numerous  and  refpedlable 
body  of  Unitarian  worfliippers :  a  congregation  of 
Independents,  and  another  of  Particular  or  Calviniftic 
Baptifts :  two  large  focieties  of  the  old  Weftleian 
Methodifts ;  and  one  connected  with  the  New  Itine- 
rancy, commonly  called  Kilhamites,  who  are  very 
numerous.  There  are  alfo  two  Roman  Catholic  cha- 
pels, a  numerous  and  refpedable  body  of  Friends, 
commonly  called  Quakers ;  and  a  few  worthy  per- 
fons  attached  to  the  tenets  of  Mr.  John  Glafs,  whence 
they  are  ufualjy  denominated  GlafGtes. 

*•  All  thefe  live  together,  on  the  whole,  very  peace* 
tbly  ;  and  while  they  maintain,  with  fufticienc  zeal, 
their  refpedive  tenets  and  modes,  they  can  often, 
with  great  harmony,  join  with  each  other  in  plans 
for  the  public  benefit,  either  in  a  charitable  or  a  lite. 
rary  way ;  and  as  feldom,  perhaps,  as  any  where, 
difturb  either  public  or  private  peace  bv  the  violence 
of  their  difputes  on  their  feveral  diftin(5tions. 

••  Such  would,  doubtlefs,  be  the  cafe  univerfally,  if 
M  m  2  meii 
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men  were  left  to  the  free  exercife  of  their  reafon  in 
matters  of  religion^  and  fo  much  needlcfs  pains  were 
not  taken  by  thofe  in  power  to  "  prevent  diverfity  of 
opinions  "  a  thing  impoffible  among  creatures  of  fuch 
limited  powers,  expofed  to  fuch  a  variety  of  influ* 
ences,  from  birth,  education,  and  connections  in  life; 
That  kind  of  Chriftian  knowledge  which  is  the  refult 
of  free  enquiry,  is  indeed  the  only  ground  that  can 
be  fecurely  relied  on  as  the  foundation  of  a  conilllent 
and  virtuous  condud«  On  various  fpeculative  points 
there, cannot  be  a  unity  of  faith,  ,but  in  the  bonds  of 
ignorance  and  prefumption;  but,  amidft  gfeat  diver- 
fity of  opinions,  there  may  be  a  ''  unity  of  (he  fpirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace/'  which  is  all  that  Chriftianity 
requires.'* 

BALLAST-HILLS  BURYING  GROUND. 

This  place  is  principally  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of 
Diflenters^  though  (the  ezpence  of  interment  being 
lower)  the  poor  of  the  eftablifhed  church  are  like  wife 
frequently  buried  here.  It  is  one  of  the  largeft 
pieces  of  ground  devoted  to  this  melancholy  fervice 
we  can  meet  with  almoft  any  where,  Bunbill-fields 
burying-ground,  in  London,  alone  excepted.  There 
are  from  twelve  to  eighteen,  and  fometimes  double 
that  number,  brought  here  weekly.  A  regifter  of 
the  dead  interred  in  this  place  is  kept  by  the  corpo- 
ration. It  was  formerly  uninclofed ;  but,  on  account 
of  frequent  depredations,  both  by  man  and  bead,  be- 
ing the  fubjedl  of  much  complaint,  it  was,  a  few  years 
ago,  encompafled  by  a  flone  wall,  built  by  public 
fubfcription. 

MONU- 
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MONUMENTS  IN  THE  BALLAST-HILLS. 

On  a  Uble-monument  is  the  following  infcription: 
In  memory  of  the  late  Rev.  Alex.  Nimmo,  minifter  in  the 
Clofe,  Newcaftle.     Obiit  5tb  February,  1770,  in  the  18th  year 
of  his  miniftry,  aged  44. 

How  yain  th'  attempt  to  celebrate  on  ftone 
His  chara^er :  his  hearers  hearts  alone 
Are  monuments,  which  longer  (hall  proclaim 
His  praife,  than  marble,  rock^  or  fhort-liT'd  fame. 
Here  are  depoiited  the  remains  Si  four  of  his  children,  viz* 
Oiriftian,  Margaret^  Helen,  and  Alexander. 

Lo,  here  mix  in  one  gfave,  the  duft 

Of  father,  fon,  and  fire  : 
Their  kindred  fouk  ador^iM  vith  crownSf 
To  heavenly  fongs  confpire. 

On  an  upright  ftone  : 

Here  lies  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Jamis  RoBBtTson,  minifter 
of  the  gofpA  in  Sallyport-meeting ;  who  departed  this  life  Sept. 

Ambitious  not  of  man^  but  God's  applaoft } 
Modeft  yet  refolute  in  virtue's  caufe. 
Swift  was  his  race,  with  health  and  vigoor  bled ; 
Soft  was  his  paflage  to  th^  land  of  reft. 


^. 
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PUBLIC   CHARITIES. 


CHARITY-SCHOOL  or  ST.  NICHOLAS. 

This  mode  of  benefiting  mankind  is  the  mod  laud- 
able and  fubftantial  of  almoft  all  others.  The  pri- 
mary intention  of  erefting  charity  fcbools  was  to  defeat 
the  pernicious  effedls  of  the  feminaries  fet  up  by  the 
papifts,  during  the  (hort  and  inglorious  reign  of  that 
furious  bigot,  James  IL  about  the  year  i688. 

But  the  power  of  Rome,  by  the  glorious  revolu- 
tion, falling  into  contempt,  the  generous  and  hu- 
mane, perceiving  the  happy  eiFeds  of  fuch  ufeful  in- 
ftitutions,  not  only  continued  their  affiftance  when 
the  fears  of  popery  had  fubfided,  but  encreafed 
their  number  and  their  means  of  fupport;  and 
it  refleds  no  fmall  degree  of  luilre  upon  the  times  in 
which  we  live,  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  town  or  vil- 
lage where  we  may  not  find  charity  fchools,  in  which 
numbers  of  poor,  fatherlefs,  friendlefs  orphans  are 
carefully  inftrudled  in  the  moft  necefliary  branches  of 
ufeful  education. 

This  honourable  and  laudable  foundation  in  St. 
Nicholas  had  its  exiftence  from  the  pious  benevo- 
lence of  a  worthy  lady,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Allan,  of  New- 
caftle,  who  founded  this  fchool  February  20th,  1 705, 
for  the  education  of  forty  boys  and  twenty  girls, 
born  in  the  parifti,  and  in  the  chapelry  of  St.  John. 

EfFecH^ually  to  endow  this  charity,  Mrs.  Allan,  by 
her  deed  of  gift,  dated  as  above,  aifigned  a  farm- 
hold and  tenant-right  in  Wall's  End,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  fixty-one  pounds  nineteen  lliillings  and  five- 

pence, 
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pence,  to  the  truftees  in  trail  to  herfelf  for  life,  and 
after  her  death,  for  fetting  up  a  fchool  for  teaching 
forty  boys  and  twenty  girls,  in  the  faid  pariih  of  St. 
Nicholas.  The  boys  are  taught  reading,  writing, 
and  accompts,  and  after  that  are  put  out  by  the  trus- 
tees to  fome  trade  or  handicraft,  or  to  fea,  and  have 
forty  (hillings  a  piece  for  that  purpofe,  with  a  Bible 
and  Prayer-book  bound  together,  a  Whole  Duty  of 
Man,  and  Lewis's  Explanation  of  the  Catechifm. 

The  girls  are  taught  to  read,  write,  few,  and  knit, 
and  then  apprenticed  out  or  put  to  fervice,  and  have 
twenty  ihillings  allowed  them»  with  the  fame  books 
as  the  boys. 

The  mafier's  falary  is  twenty-five  pounds  per  an- 
nam,  and  twenty  ihillings  for  coals.  That  of  the 
midrefs  is  ten  pounds  per  annum,  and  ten  (hillings 
for  coals. 

The  pari(hioners  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  ufe- 
falnefs  of  this  foundation,  and  the  progrefs  made  by 
the  fcholars,  that  they  entered  into  an  annual  fub- 
fcription  to  cloath,  decently,  the  children  of  the 
fchool. 

Liberal  and  ample  acceflions  were  made  to  this  en- 
dowment from  various  quarters. 

A.  D.  1723,  Mr.  Gilbert  Campbell,  innholder,  left 
by  will  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Nichols,  organift,  ten  pounds,  to  be  put  out  at  inte- 
left  for  the  benefit  of  this  fchool. 

Mre.  Chifholm,  relid  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Chif- 
holm,  of  Wooler,  bequeathed  it  for  ever  the  intereft 
of  five  hundred  pounds. 

A.  D.  1738,  John  Hewit,  goldfmith,  left  it  by 
viU  the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  dfty  pounds,  which 

was 
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was  ]ent  to  the  corporation  of  Newcaflle^  at  four  per 
cent. 

John  Fenwick,  cfq.  of  Newcaftle,  gave  in  perpe- 
tuity fifty  pounds  to  the  corporation,  for  the  annual 
payment  of  twenty  (hillings  to  the  charity  fchool  of 
St.  Nicholas,  and  twenty  fliillings  to  the  prifoners  in 
Newgate,  to  be  made  feven  days  before  Chriftmas 
for  ever. 

A.  D.  1786,  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  built  a 
new  charity  fchool  for  this  parifh  in  Manor-chare.  It 
has  a  fine  front  towards  the  ftreet,  well  lighted  and 
aired,  having  more  the  appearance  of  the  dwelling- 
boufe  of  fome  wealthy  family,  than  that  of  a  femi- 
nary  for  charity  children.  The  more  credit  is  due 
on  that  account  to  the  worthy  patrons  of  the  inftitu- 
tion. 

ST.  JOHN'S  CHARITY-SCHOOL. 

This  was  founded  and  endowed  in  the  year  1705  ; 
but  the  name  of  the  munificent  founder  was  then 
unknown  ;  nor  was  it  difcovered  till  after  the  death 
of  that  worthy  charader,  Mr.  John  Ord,  who  was  the 
perfon,  and  who  had  cntrufted  the  late  Dr,  Thomlin- 
fon  alone  with  the  fecret.  This  gentleman  did  not 
difclofe  it,  agreeable  to  his  engagement^  till  after  Mr. 
Ord's  deceafe. 

This  charity  fchool  is  for  forty-four  boys,  but  no 
girls.  For  its  fupport  Mr.  Ord  bequeathed. a  large 
field,  called  Great  Magdalen-clofc,  or  Mill-clofe, 
without  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate.  The  clofe  was  let  in 
Mr.  Bourne's  time  at  twenty-five  pounds  per  annum, 
but  probably  lets  now  at  double  that  fum. 

In  the  year  T707,  Mrs.  Margaret  Allgood,  widow, 
bequeathed  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  put  out  at  in- 
tereft  for  the  benefit  of  St.  John's  charity  fchool ;  and 

an 
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an  annual  fuWcription  of  thirty-three  pounds  four- 
leen  (hiUin;;s  is  alfo  raifed  for  its  maintenance. 

There  is  likewife  an  anniverfary  fennon  preached 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fchool,  which  i»  generally  pro-- 
ducUve. 

The  boys  are  annually  cloathed,  and  have  (hoes 
and  (lockings  twice  a  year. 

The  ichooUhoufe  was  built  and  is  kept  in  repaii: 
by  the  corporation.  The  mafter's  falary  is  twenty- 
four  pounds  per  annum,  forty  (hillings  for  teaching 
the  boys  church  mufic, .  and  fixte^n  (li;llings  a  year 
for  paper,  pens,  and  ink. 

The  patrons  of  the  fchool  are,  the  heir  of  Mr.  Qrd, 
the  mayor  of  Nev¥caftle,  the  vicar,  the  ledurers  of 
All-Saints,  St.  John's,  and  St.  Andrew's,  or  any  five 
of  them,  to  choofe  a  matter  for  the  fchool. 

The  private  benefaftions  to  this  charity  are  2 

Lady  Qavering      -      -      -      per  annum  ;^.  3     a    o 
Mrs.  Swinbum        -      -      -      -       ditto  i     o     o 

Geoxge  Grey,  Efq.        -       -      -       ditto  1     o    o 

with  feveral  others :  and  the  following  fixteen  com- 
paoies  one  pound  each : 


Bakers  and  Brewers 

Rope-makers 

Taylors 

Smidis 

Barber-Surgeons 

Joiners 

.  Sadlers 

Slaters 

Glaziers 

Butcbers 

Cordwainers 

Bricklayers 

Tanners 

Hatters 

Houfc-Carpenters 

Weavers 

HARITY-SCHOOI 

.  or  ST.  ANI 

The  charity-fchool  of  this  parifli  was  founded  by 

irWilliam  Blackett,  baronet.     It  is  for  thirty  boys, 

N  n  and 
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and  was  firft  opened  in  the  year  1708.  A.  D.  1719, 
Sir  William  Blackett,  baronet,  foo  of  the  founder  of 
the  fchool,  ordered  cloathing  for  the  fcholars. 

The  mafter's  falary  is  twenty  pounds  per  annum. 
The  patrons  for  choofing  a  mafter  are,  the  vicar  and 
the  churchwardens  of  the  parifh. 

A.  D.  1792,  a  handfome  fchool-houfe  was  built 
without  Newgate,  by  fubfcription,  for  girls,  and  a 
gallery  was  alfo  eredled  for  them  in  the  fouth  porch 
of  the  church, 

CHARITY.SCHOOL  or  ALLSAINTS. 

This  ufcful  foundation  was  raifed  by  a  voluntary 
fubfcription,  in  the  year  1709.  It  is  for  forty-one 
boys,  and  feventeen  girls.  The  boys  are  taught  to 
read,  write,  and  call  accounts;  the  girls  to  read, 
wiite,  knit,  few,  and  make  and  mend  their  own 
cloaths. 

The  fubfcribers  are  very  numerous,  and  many  of 
the  donations  liberal  and  ample ;  but  our  limits  pre- 
clude the  infertion  of  all  the  names :  among  others, 

Walter  Blackett,  efq.        -        per  annum    £>  5    o    o 

Nicholas  Fenwick,  efq.       -       *      ditto      -      700 

The  whole  fum  was  ;^.  783     12     o 

CHARITY-SCHOOL  of  ST.  ANN's  CHAPEL. 

This  fchool  ftands  at  the  eaft  end  of  Sandgate,  in 
the  corner  of  the  field  adjacent  to  the  chapel.  It  is 
a  large,  airy,  light  room ;  has  two  mafters,  and  a 
great  number  of  fcholars. 

SUNDAY 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  benevolent  Father  of  All  has  raifed  up  and 
qualified  fome  diftinguiQied  characters  to  promote 
the  beft  interells  of  mankind  in  every  age.  So- 
crates, in  one  part  of  the  pagan  world,  taught  with 
unwearied  zeal,  in  the  foruai,  in  the  temples,  in  the 
ftrects  of  Athens,  the  molt  noble  of  all  fciences,  the 
fcience  of  morals,  and,  by  his  fublime  precepts, 
formed  the  molt  renowned  characters  of  antiquity ; 
enlightening  the  foaring  minds  of  Plato,  of  the  Sta- 
gyrite,  aud  many  others,  whofe  writings  ftill  conti- 
nue to  charm  and  inftruct  the  world ;  and  his  fole 
reward  was,  a  confcioufnefs  of  doinj  good :  whilil 
Confucius  exerted  equally  an  unwearied  zeal  in  the 
eaftern  regions,  whofe  whole  doctrine  tended  *•  to 
rcftofc  human  nature  to  its  former  luftre,  and  that 
firft  beauty  it  had  received  from  heaven,  which  (he 
faid)  had  been  fuljied  by  the  darknefs  of  ignorance 
and  the  contagion  of  vice.'* 

In  modern  times,  when  we  behold  a  Howard, 
whofe  breaft  flowed  with  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
nefs,  traverfing  the  globe,  and  ranfacking  loiithfome 
gaols,  to  pour  the  oil  and  wine  of  coniblation  into 
the  wounds  of  the  folitary  prifoncr,  which  misfor- 
tune, defcdt  of  moral  principle,  or  relentlefs  cnielty, 
had,  with  unpitying  hands,  inflidted  ; — we  are  tranf- 
portcd  with  the  emotions  of  admiration,  and  almoit 
ready  to  think  his  "  Hiftory  of  Prifons"  a  plealinj^ 
illufion  !  More  recently,  another  philanthropift  has 
ftept  forward  with  a  plan,  the  beft  calculated  that 
the  mind  of  man  ever  conceived,  for  preventing  fu- 
turc  Howards  from  being  employed  in  alleviatinrj 
the  fatal  effedts  of  ignorance,  and  of  depraved  mo- 
rals, and  thus  difarming  the  hand  of  ftern  jullice; 
N  n  2  we 
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we  mean  Mr.  Raikes,  of  Gloucefter,  with  his  excel- 
lent inflitution  of  Sunday  Schools.  Here,  durini; 
the  intervals  of  divine  worfliip,  on  Sunday,  yoiuh 
are  taught,  with  care  and  affiduity,  the  firft  princi- 
ples of  Jearning  and  of  religion.  It  is  here  that  into 
their  tender  minds  are  inllilled,  without  expencc, 
thofe  primary,  thofe  mod  noble  principles,  which, 
when  they  **  ripen  into  man,"  influence  their  whole 
lives,  and  pervade  their  moral  and  civil  condudl. 
The  patrons  of  thefe  benevolent  inltitutions  are  fome 
of  the  moft  exalted  and  virtuous  charaders  in  the 
kingdom.  '•  Bifliop  Auckland  is  a  beautiful  place/' 
faid  a  gentleman  lately  ;  "  but  the  moft  enchanting 
fight  to  me  was,  on  a  Sunday  morning,  the  prcfcnt 
lord  biihop  of  Durham,  and  his  lady,  plainly  drefllid, 
afliduoufly  attending,  and  inftruding  perfonally  a 
numerous  Sunday  School  V'—Newcq/lle  Courant,  May 
i8oi. 

'^  Nor  are  the  happy  effeds  of  this  humane  and 
highly  ufeful  plan  more  vifible  in  any  town  in  £ng* 
land  than  in  Newcaftle.  Inftead  of  feeing  our  ftreets 
fwarming  with  the  offspring  of  penury,  indolence,  or 
vice,  with  minds  untutored,  and  faft  receiving  the 
impreflion  of  evil  habits,  we  behold,  with  emotions 
of  heart-felt  complacency,  long  procelfions  of  youths 
preceded  by  their  inftrudors,  and  attended  by  gen- 
tlemen eminent  for  their  virtues  and  adive  ftations 
in  life,  walking  along  to  worfhip  the  Most  High,  in 
our  Chriftian  temples.  The  bleflings  of  thoufands, 
ready  to  perifh  *'  through  lack  of  knowledge*'  muft, 
while  virtue  and  learning  enlighten  the  world,  at- 
tend Mr.  Raikes  1 

Thefe  fchools  are  now  confined  to  no  fe<fl  or  party 
of  Chriftians.     The  four  parifh  churches,  and  feveral 

dif. 
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diflcnting  mceting-houfes,  have  opened  tbem,  and 
particularly  at  the  chapel  of  the  Rev.  William  Tur- 
ner, in  Hanover-fquare,  there  are  two,  one  for  boys, 
the  other  for  girls,  which  were  the  firft  eftablifhed  in 
this  town,  (in  December  1784)  and  have  been  in 
general  well  regulated  and  fuccefsful.  One  circum- 
dance  attended  to  in  the  management  of  the  boys* 
fchool  appears  worthy  of  imitation;  viz.  that  thbfe 
who  have  behaved  well  in  this  are  ufually  chofen  to 
fill  up  the  vacancies,  as  they  fall  out,  in  the  regular 
charity-fchool  fupported  by  the  fame  fociety. 

The  people  denominated  Methodijfs^  in  Newcaftle, 
who  are  laudably  aftive  in  whatever  concerns  the 
interefts  of  religion  and  of  morals,  employ  zeal. and 
aifiduity  in  inftrufting  their  very  numerous  Sunday 
fchool. 

PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

In  a  large  commercial  town,  fuch  as  Newcaftle, 
where  trade  is  carried  oa  lo  a  vaft  extent,  not  only 
at  home,  but  with  foreign  countries,  a  knowledge  of 
accompts  is  altogether  neceflUry,  in  order  to  tranfad 
bufinefs  with  certainty  and  promptitude  ;  and  as 
capital  to  a  large  amount  is  in  continual  circulation 
in  Ncwcaftlc,  what  interefts  debtor  and  creditor 
ought  to  be  well  known.  It  is,  therefore,  but  doing 
juftice  to  that  ufeful  clafs  of  men  (fchool-mafters)  to 
fay,  that  the  town  is  well  provided  with  able  and 
diligent  teachers,  in  the  various  branches  of  litera- 
ture and  fcience ;  viz. 

Rev.  W.  Tomer      -         -     -         Barras-bridge. 
RcT.  E.  Prt)tvitt  -         .         Pilgrrm-ftrect. 

Mr.  Dryiaalc         .        -        .         Trinity-houfc. 
Mr.  SomcTviDc  -     .     -         Pilgrim-ftrect. 

Mr.  Kay  ,         .  .         Pilgrim.ftreet. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Maulc 

Mr.  Thompfon 

Mr.  Brown 

Mr.  Murray 

Mr.  Clarke 

Mr.  TinwcU 

Mr.  Richardfon 

Mr.  Afkcw 

Mr.  Falconar 

Mr.  G.  Richardfon 

Mr,  Nicholfon 
•  Mr,  Kerr 

Meflrs.  Brown  and  Co. 
.  Mr.  Robfon  (Catholic  Chapel) 

Mr.  Charlton 

Mr.  Crawford 

The  firft  two  are  boarding 
other  fchools  of  lefs  note 


Weftgate-ftreet. 

Pilgrim-ftrect. 

Bigg-market. 

Denton-chare. 

High-bridge. 

Rofemary-lane. 

St.  Nfcholas*  Church-yard. 

Spital. 

RofemaryJane. 

High  Friar-ftreet* 

Forth  Houfe. 

Weftgate-ftreet. 

St.  Ann's,  New  Road. 

Pilgrim-ftreet. 

Caftle-garth. 

Sally-port  Mceting-houfe. 

fchools:    there  are  alfo 


DANCING-MASTERS. 


Mr.  Banks 
Mr.  Kinloch 
Mr.  Mackmtofh 


High-bridge. 
Bigg-market. 
Nungate. 


SCHOOL-MISTRESSES. 

To  form  the  manners,  to  inftrud  and  accomplifli 
the  fofter  fex  in  the  ufeful  and  ornamental  branches 
of  education,  requires  a  large  (hare  of  acquaintance 
with  the  human  heart,  and  no  lefs  fkill  and  addrefs. 

There  are  feveral  fchool-miftreffes  in  Newcaftlc, 
who  all  excel  in  their  profeffion.  The  ladies  who 
make  the  mod  confpicuous  figure  are  the  follow- 
ing; viz. 

Mrs.  Wilfon         ...        Saville-row. 


Mrs.  Smith 
Mrs.  Waters 
Mifs  Kitteridgc 
Mrs.  Bateman 


Weftgate-ftreet. 
Pilgrim-ftreet- 
Pilgrim-ftrcct. 
Pilgrim-ftreet. 


Mifs 
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MiisBonnel        -         -         .  Pilgrim-ftrcct. 

Mrs.  Hymers        ...  Dam-crook. 

Mrs.  Taylor         -        -'       -  Newgatc-ftrceL 

Mtft  Hogg      -      -       -        .  .  Ncwgatc-ftrect 

MifsYcllolcy        -        -        -  Ncwgatc-ftrect. 

Mrs.  Skinner        -        .        .  Newgate- ftreet. 

Mrs.  Dikus         -  .        -  Pilgrim-ftreet 

Miis  Richardfon      ...  Clofe. 

Mifs  Ncalc         ...  Silver-ftrect. 

Mefdms.  Donaldfon  and  Co.  Dean^^ftrcet. 

The  firft  fix  are  boarding-fchools,  which,  with 
the  others,  are  all  well  patronized.  Their  boarders 
and  pupils  are  taught,  with  afliduity  and  fuccefs, 
the  various  branches  of  education.  And  although 
the  young  ladies  arc  indulged  fometimes  in  attend* 
ing  fafhionable  amufements,  yet  their  governeffes 
accompany  them  on  thefe  occafions,  with  indulgence 
indeed,  but  alfo  with  circumfpedion.  It  is  certainly 
impoffible  to  employ  too  much  attention  in  forming 
the  female  mind ;  as  future  domeftic  felicity  depends 
very  frequently  on  the  early  impreflions  received  at 
boarding  and  other  fchools. 

The  principal  feminaries  for  young  ladies  are  at- 
tended by  writing,  dancing,  and  drawing-mafters,  all 
eminent  in  their  profeifions. 


PUBLIC 
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P  UBLIC  INSTIT UTIONS. 


LITERARY  and  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY. 
Li  the  Old  Affembly-Rooms^  Groat-Market. 

The  numerous  focieties  for  the  promotion  of  litera^ 
ture  and  philofophy  which  have  been  formed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Europe  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  lad 
centuries,  have  not  only  been  the  means  of  diffufing 
knowledge  more  extenfively,  but  have  contributed 
to  produce  a  greater  number  of  important  difcoveries 
than  have  been  effeded  in  any  other  equal  fpace  of 
time.  The  progrefs  that  has  been  made  in  phyfics 
^nd  the  belles  lettres,  owes  its  rapidity,  if  not  its  ori- 
gin, to  the  encouragement  which  tbefe  focieties  have 
given  to  fuch  purfuits,  and  to  the  emulation  which 
has  been  excited  between  different  academical  bodies, 
as  well  as  among  the  individual  members  of  fuch  in- 
ftitutions.  The  colleding  and  publifhing  the  more 
important  communications  which  have  been  delivered 
to  them,  have  faved  from  oblivion  many  very  valua- 
ble difcoveries  or  improvements  in  the  arts,  and  much 
ufeful  information  in  the  various  branches  of  fcience. 

It  is  obvious  that  Newcaftle  is  a  fituation  peculiarly 
well  adapted  for  a  literary  inftitution,  not  only  as  it 
poireffes  extraordinary  advantages  for  the  cultivation 
of  mineral  knowledge,  in  the  inveftigation  of  its  two 
great  natural  exports,  coal  and  lead,  with  their  va- 
riQOs  accompanying  ftrata  and  matrices,  offering  fo 
wide  a  field  for  the  application  of  mechanical  inven- 
tions 
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tions  to  the  working  of  the  mines  and  the  conveyance 
of  their  products ;  but  alfo  as  it  affords  peculiar  ad- 
vantages for  chemical  inveftigation,  for  the  eftablifh- 
ihtnt  and  improvement  of  the  various  manufactures 
and  aits  which  depend  upon  the  plenty  and  cheap- 
ncfs  of  fuel,  and  the  facility  of  receiving  and  tranf- 
natting  their  feveral  materials  and  produds,  by  an  ex- 
tcnfive  commercial  intercourfe  ;  and  confequently  as 
this  very  intercourfe  furniflies  the  curious  enquirer 
with  the  opportunity  of  carrying  on  aij  extenfive 
literary  correfpondehce,  and  of  coUefting  from  every 
country  its  important  or  interefting  produftions.  The 
ample  field,  too,  which  is  here  ftill  open  to  the  re- 
fearches  of  the  antiquary  and  hiftorian,  muft  be  ob- 
vious to  every  reader  of  the  former  part  of  this  work. 

Thele,  and  other  circumftances  having  been  ilated 
at  confiderable  length,  in  a  paper  printed  and  circu- 
lated in  December,  1792,  under  the  title  of  "  Specu- 
lations on  a  Literary  Society,"  a  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Aflembly  Rooms,  January  24,  1793  ;  where  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the 
formation  and  government  of  fuch  a  fociety  :  which 
being  prefented  to  a  more  general  meeting,  at  the 
Difpenfary,  February  7,  (the  Rev.  Edward  Moifes, 
M.  A.  in  the  chair)  was  unanimoufly  approved ;  and 
John  Widdrington,  Efq,  was  elected  the  firft  prefi- 
ilent. 

The  fociety  continued  to  meet  in  the  Governors'- 
Hall  of  the  Difpenftry,  till  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Mjifes'  propofal  for  tlie  eftablifliment  of  a  general 
library ;  when  it  became  neceffary  to  engage  apart- 
ments for  their  exclufive  ufe.  Thefe  were  at  firft 
taken  in  St.  Nicholas'  church-yard ;  but  the  Old 
Affcmbly-rooms  in  the  Groat-market  falling  vacant, 
O  0  the 
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the  fociety  removed  thither  in  1798  ;  and  are  likely 
to  continue  in  apartments  which  afford  them  fuch 
fuitable  and  convenient  accommodation. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Widdrington,  in  1798,  Sir 
J.  E.  Swinburne,  bart.  was  elefted  prcfident,  who 
cofitinuet  to  fill  that  office  with  great  advantage  to 
the  fociety. 

This  fociety  is  compofed  of  the  following  clafles, 
viz.  I.  Ordinary  members,  who  fubfcribe  one  guinea 
annually  ;  to  whom  is  confined  the  whole  manage- 
ment  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociety,  and  the  ckdlion 
of  officers  and  memben.  2.  Honorary  members, 
who  refide  at  a  diftance,  and  correfpond  with  the  fo« 
ciety,  but  are  not  liable  to  any  expence.  3.  Hono- 
rary members,  with  the  privileges  of  ordinary  ones. 
Only  Cour  of  this  defcription  are  allowed  at  one  time. 
The  intention  of  the  fociety  in  inftituting  this  clafi 
was  for  the  laudable  purpofe  of  encouraging  the  exer- 
tions  of  deferving  perfons  who  difcover  a  tafte  for 
A^literature,  but  whofe  circumftances  render  it  incon. 
venient  to  incur  the  expence  of  the  ordinary  contri- 
bution. Of  this  laft  clafs  there  are  at  prefent  three 
Qiembers  >  of  the  firfl  clafs,  about  three  hundred ; 
of  the  fecond,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  eighty. 
— To  this  number  another  new  clafs  was  inftituted, 
in  the  year  1 799,  under  the  denomination  of  reading 
members,  who  do  ijgt  attend  the  meetings  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  but  have  the  ufe  rf  the  library ;  to  which  clafs 
ladieHare  el^g^ble.  ^ 

The  fociety  is  mverned  by  a  prefident,  four  vice- 
prelidents,  two  fecretarics,  and  a  committee  of  eight ; 
all  chofen  annually  out  of  the  clafs  of  ordinary  ]]gem« 
bers.  To  thcfe  are  entrufted  the  expenditure  of  the 
funds,  the  orderingiof  books,  and  the  domeftic  eco^ 
«omy  of  the  inftitution.  The 
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The  general  meetings  of  the  fociety  are  held  in  the 
evening  of  the  firft  Tuefday  of  every  month.  The 
fubjefts  for  their  converfation  and  inveftigation  com- 
prehend the  mathematics,  natural  philofophy  and 
hiftory,  chemiftry,  polite  literature,  antiquities,  civil 
hiftory,  biography,  queftions  of  general  law  and  policy, 
commerce,  and  the  arts;  but  religion,  the'pradlical 
branches  of  law  and  phyfic,  Britifti  politics,  and  in- 
deed all  politics  of  the  day,  are  fubjeds  diredly  pro- 
hibited by  a  very  ftrong  claufe  in  their  regulations. 

A  large  and  valuable  library  is  already  collefted, 
and  the  funds  for  increafing  it  are  fo  confiderable, 
that  it  tfiay  be  expected,  in  a  few  years,  to  compre- 
hend every  work  of  importance  on  the  various  fub- 
je&s  which  come  within  the  plan  of  the  fociety. — 
Amongil  the  books  lately  added  to  the  library  is  that 
learned  and  extenfive  work,  the  Encyclopedic  Me^ 
thodique,  now  publifiiing  in  Paris,  238  volumes  of 
which  are  juft  finiftied.  Beiides  the  ordinary  funds 
for  the  puirchafe  of  books,  many  interelling  works 
have  been  prefented  to  the  fociety.  The  magazines, 
reviews,  and  raoft  periodical  publications  of  merit,  lie 
on  the  reading  table,  for  the  ufe  of  the  members  who 
daily  rcfort  thither.  The  librarian  attends  fix  hours 
CYcry  day,  (Sunday  excepted)  viz.  from  twelve  till 
(hree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  again  from  Hit  to 
nine  in  the  evening. 

The  cabinet  of  the  fociety  contains  many  curioli- 
tics,  both  of  nature  aftd  art,  from  different  quarters 
of  the  globe  ;  to  particularize  which  would  greatly 
exceed  our  limits  ;  fufficice  it  to  mention  a  few. — 
A  rich  variety  of  foffil  and  mineral  produftions,  with 
a  curious  collection  of  gold,  filver,  quickfilver,  and' 
lead  ores  and  fpars.    A  fedlion  of  the  ttrata  of  the 

low 


292  3imparttal  ^motp  of 


low  main  coal  of  St.  Anthony's  colliery,  which  is  135 
fathoms  and  one  quarter  in  depth  ;  and  a  feftion  of 
the  ftrata  fouth  of  the  main  dike  in  Montagu  main 
colliery  ;  with  fpecimens  of  each,  methodically  ar- 
ranged :  alfo  fedions  of  ftrata  in  Denton  and  Pontop 
Pik£  collieries,  with  fpecimens.  A  large  coiledtion 
of  fpecimens  of  the  feveral  hard  and  foft  coals  in  the 
counties  of  Nottingham  and  Derby,  and  of  the  ftrata 
accompanying  them.  Alio  a  fection  of  ftrata  met 
with  in  working  the  lead  mines  of  Alilon  Moor  and 
Dufton  Fell,  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Weftmoreland,  to  the  depth  of  241  fathom  i  foot, 
with  a  large  coll'^dVion  of  fpecimens,  illuftrative  of 
the  products  of  the  lead-mine  diftridls.  Several  fpe- 
cimens of  cloth  made  by  the  natives  of  the  South 
Sea  iflands  from  the  bark  of  trees,  with  their  drefles, 
implements  of  war,  &c.  A  coUedion  of  coins,  me- 
dals, &c.  &c. 

The  purchafe  of  a  philofophical  and  chemical  ap- 
paratus, and  the  coiledion  of  a  cabinet  of  natural 
hiftory,  are  alfo  in  contemplation.  The  completion 
of  thefe  objedls  cannot  fail  to  have  the  moft  bene- 
ficial effeds  on  the  minds  of  the  rifing  generation ; 
for  whofe  benefit,  in  the  mean  time,  the  fociety  has 
always  fliewn  itfelf  ready  to  forward  any  plans  for 
public  inftrudion,  particularly  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  ledurers  in  chemiftry  and  experimental 
philofophy. 

Although,  in  fome  important  refpeds,  this  excel- 
lent inftitution  has  not  had  all  the  fuccefs  which  its 
members  might  reafonably  have  expeded,  particu- 
larly, through  the  multiplied  engagements  of  feveral 
of  the  moft  eminent  coal-viewers  and  others  con- 
cerned in  the  coal-trade,  having  prevented  them  from 

afford- 


J3etocaaie  upon  Cpne.  293 


affording  all  the  affirtance  that  had  been  hoped  for, 
in  executing  a  plan  propofed  in  1795,  for  the  full 
inveftigation  of  the  natural  hillory  of  this  important 
mineral,  yet  many  valuable  communications  have 
been  received,  from  time  to  time,  on  thefe  fubjsds  i 
and  many  other  excellent  papers  have  been  read  at 
the  monthly  meetings  of  the  fociety,  which  have 
greatly  contributed  to  the  information  and  entertain- 
ment of  its  members ;  and  fome  of  them,  by  fubfe. 
quent  publication,  to  the  inftrudion  of  the  public  at 
large. 

ST.  NICHOLAS'  LIBRARY. 

During  the  dark  ages  of  popery,  books  were,  in 
general,  accounted  ufelefs,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  dan- 
gerous :  for,  whatever  writing  feemed  to  glance  at 
that  ghoftly  power,  the  book  was  put  into  the  Index 
expurgatorious^  (a  fort  of  literary  inquifition)  and  the 
pofleflbr  was  liable  to  be  turned  over  to  the  fecular 
arm.     No  wonder,  then,  that,  for  ages,  men  trem- 
bled to  have  a  book,  efpecially  of  rational  religion, 
in  their  hands.     But,  when  the  great  Ruler  of  all 
events  employed  the  fierce,  imperious  paflions  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  to  combat  the  f]^;ritual  tyr  inny  of  Rome, 
in  his  dominions,  who,  by  pubiiHiing  an  <'d!tion  of 
the  facred  fcriptures  in  Englifh,  gave  a  deadly  blow 
to  that  ghoftly  power  in  this  country.     And  fo  eager 
were  all  clafl'esof  men  to  perufe  this  invaluable  trei- 
fure,  that  the  clergy,  aided  by  the  magiftrates,  were 
obliged  to  have  bibles  chained  to  the   choirs,  where 
the  pariQiioners  might  come  and  read  them.     This, 
it  is  well  known,  conftitutcd  the  ancient  libraries  of 
our  churches.     Such  a  colledlion,  efpecially  of  devo- 
tional books,  have  originally,  without  doubt,  been  in 
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.  St.  Nicholas*  church ;  but  at  what  time  they  wei^ 
firfl  ftnxt  up  in  feparate  private  apartments,  is  not 
banded  down.  There  feems,  however,  to  be  a  kind 
of  indired  proof,  by  St.  Nicholas*  regifter,  that,  as 
early  as  1598.  a  perfon  ocdtirs  as  being  buried  •'  be* 
fore  the  library  door  " 

An  enlightened  alderman  of  Newcaftle,  Mr.  John 
Cofins,  draper,  bequeathed,  id  the  year  i66f,  one 
hundred  volumes  (fixty  folios  and  forty  quartos)^  to 
St.  Nicholas*  church  library.  A.  D.  1677,  the  com* 
mon^council  ordered  three  pounds  per  annum,  as  a 
falary  to  a  librarian  to  fuperintend  this  library,  in  its 
infant  ftate. 

But  this  trifling  coUedion  fcarcely  deferved  the 
dignified  name  of  a  hbrary,  till  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tom- 
linfbn,  redor  of  Wfaickham,  left  by  will  a  truly  no-* 
ble  coUedion  of  mod  valuable  books,  handfomely 
bound,  and  of  the  beft  editions.  Tliis  ineftimabU 
literary  treafure,  worthy  of  a  prince,  was  bequeathed 
by  tlie, reverend  and  generous- donor  to  the  people  of 
NewcaAle  for  ever,  with  the  laudable  d^lign  ef  dif- 
fufing  knowledge  among  the,  numerous  inhabitants 
of  this  riling  mart  of  commerce  and  trade.  That 
the  bequeft  might  not  be  niifapplied,  a  librarian  waf 
appointed,  as  we  ihall  fee,  with  a  fixed  falary  of 
twenty-five  pounds  per  annum.  ,  A  rent-charge  of 
(ive  pounds  yearly  was  alfo  purchafed  by  the  worthy 
divine,  fur  the  purpofe  of  encreafing  this  valuable 
coUedion  with  the  moft  ufcful  works. 

The  books  of  the  old  library  are  kept  in  a  feparate 
large  room  below  that  which  contains  Dr.  Tomlin^ 
fon's  coUedion. -r--ffrtfn J. 

We  will  take  this  opportunity,  therefore,  of  per- 
forming our  promife  at  page  84;  and,  in  addition, 
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give  a  copy  of  the  letters,  and  a  detail  of  the  endeaf* 
vours  which  have  been  ufcd  to  gain  for  the  public  1 
rc-cnjoyment  of  their  privileges.  They  are  commu- 
nicated to  us  by  a  friend  of  uncontxouled  enquiry* 
Few  comments  will  be  neceflary  :  the  fafts  are  paU 
pable ;  and  he  only  waits  an  opportunity  to  prov6 
their  truth !  for  repetition,  as  in  this  cafe  it  wduld  be 
impoflSble  to  avoid,  fo  is  it  unneceflary  to  apologize^ 
It  is  a  welUknown  faft,  that  by  viewing  the  fame 
objed  through  different  media  we  more  jufUy  eftii> 
mate  its  confequence. 

CODICIL, 

WHERBAS  I,  the  Rrr.  Robert  Tomlinfim,  dodor  ot  4& 
vinity,  have  made  aad  daly  executed  mj  laft  will  and  teftamene 
b  wridng,  bearing  date  the  i8th  day  of  this  ipftant  Noveniber» 
in  die  year  of  oar  Lord  1 745 :  Now,  I  hereby  ratify  and  con* 
finn  the  fame.  And  whereas  my  worthy  and  generous  frien^ 
Walter  Blackett,  of  Wallington,  in  die  county  of  Northumber- 
land, eiq.  hadi,  at  his  own  expence,  built  over  the  vcftrj  of  the 
cborch  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  a  handfome 
fabricki  coniiiling  of  two  ftories,  for  the  reception  of  my  books 
and  tho(c  of  other  benefadors,  and  has  endowed  the  fame  with 
i  rent-charge  of  twenty-five  pounds  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  a  E- 
brary-kecpcr,  to  be  named  and  appointed  in  fuch  manner  as  I 
ikaU,  by  any  deed  or  wiU  aittefted  by  two  or  more  credible  wit'^'v 
oefes»  dire^  and  appoint :  And  whereas  1  hava,  by  an  inftru*  ' 
meat  nnder  my  hand  and  feal,  duly  appointed  the  Rev.  Nadia« 
Bid  Clayton,  bachelor  of  divinity,  to  be  the  firft  libraj^an,  oi> 
filch  conditions  as  therein  mentioned :  And  whereas  I  have  put 
into  the  £ud  fabiick  or  library  above  one  thouTand  fix  hundt«cl 
books ;  and,  for  the  increafe  of  the  faid  library,  have  purchafed 
of  die  iiiid  Walter  Blackctt  a  rent«oherge  of  five  pounds  a  year, 
to  be  a  perpetual  fund  to  fupply  the  faid  library  with  books. 
Now^  I  hereby  give  and  devife  unto  the  faid  Waiter  Blackett, 
aad  the  Rev.  Thomas  Sharp,  dodor  in  divinity,  and  archdeacon 
of  Northumberland,  all  the  books  which  I  have  already  put  into 
the  £ud  library  aforeiatdi  and  aUb  all  the  refidse  aqd  remainder 
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of  my  books,  except  duplicates  of  Englifli  books,  in  truft»  to  be 
placed  in  the  library  aforefaid,  for  fuch  ufes,  intents,  and  pur- 
pofesy  as  are  mentioned  and  exprefTed  in  the  orders  and  (latutes 
of  the  faid  library,  made,  appointed,  and  fubfcribed  by  the  did 
Walter  Blackett  and  me :  And  alfo  I  give  and  devife  unto  them 
jny  faid  truftees  as  many  of  the  twenty-four  prefFes  in  my  ftudy 
at  Whickham  as  can  be  placed  in  the  upper  and  lower  library, 
in  truft,  to  be  placed  tlicrein ;  and  according  to  the  powex  and 
authority  to  me  given  as  aforefaid,  I  hereby  dircdl  and  appoint 
that  each  librarian,  or  keeper  of  the  library  aforefaid,  after  my 
death,  (hall  from  time  to  time  be  clewed,  nominated,  and  ap- 
pointed, and  alfo  removed  and  difplaced,  by  fuch  pcrfon  and 
perfons,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  the  faid  Walter  Blackett,  for  and  during  his  natural 
life,    fliall  from  time   to   time   have  the  folc  nomination    and 
appointment    of  the  librar)'- keeper  or  librarian  of  the  library 
aforefaid ;  and  alfo  full  power  and  authority,  for  juft  eaufe,  to 
remove  and  difplace  the  prefent  or  any  other  librarian,  and  eled* 
nominate,  and  appoint  another  in  the  room  and  place  and  (lead 
of  him  who  (hall  be  fo  removed.   And  after  the  death  of  the  faid 
Walter  Blackett,  that  the  heirs  male  of  the  body  of  the  faid  Wal- 
tcr  Blackett  ihall  from  time  to  time  have  the  like  power  of  elec- 
tion, nomination,  and  appointment  of  fuch  library-keeper,  and 
alfo  the.  like  power,  for  reafonable  caufe,  to  remove  and  difplace 
the  fame,  and  to  elcdt  and  appoint  others  in  the  room  of  fuch 
who  (hall  be  fo  difplaced.     And  I  hereby  direft  and  appoint 
further,  that  failing  the  faid  Walter  Blackett  and  the  heirs  male 
of  his  body,  then  the  mayor  of  Ncwcaftle  upon  Tyne  aforefaid 
fqr  the  time  being,  the  archdeacon  of  Northumberland  for  the 
lime  being,  the  vicar  of  Ncwcaftle  upon  Tyne  for  the  time  being, 
and  the  le^uret  of  Saint  Nicholas'  church  aforefaid  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  majority  of  them,  (hall  from  time  to  time  have  the 
ele^ion,  nomination,  and  appointment  of  fuch  library* keeper  f 
and  alfo  (hall  have  the  power,  for  ju(l  caufe,  to  remove  and  dif- 
place the  fame,  and  ele^,  nominate,  and  appoint  others  in  the 
room  and  place  of  thofe  who  (hall  be  fo  removed.     And  if  at 
any  time  the  four  truflees  fhould  be  equally  divided,  then  the 
mayor  of  Newcaftle  to  have  the  cafting  vote.     And  my  mind 
and  will  further  is,  and  1  hereby  direft  and  appoint,  that  after 
the  death  or  removal  of  any  librarian,  another  librarian  fliall 
within  twenty  days  be  chofen  from  and  amongft  th^  then  licenfed 
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curates  of  the  churches  of  St.  Nicholas,  All-Saints,  St.  Jcihn's, 
and  St.  Andrew's,  in  N^wcaftle  upon  Tyne  aforefaid,  preference 
being  given  to  thofe  of  St.  Nicholas :  And  in  default  of  makiog^ 
Aich  ele<5iion  of  a  libnitian  within  twenty  d:iys  in  manner  afore- 
f^J,  then  my  will  is,  that  the  rc<ftor  of  Wiiickham  for  the  time 
being,  the  pciflor  of  Ryton  for  the  time  being,  and  the  reAor  of 
Gateihead  lor  the  time  being,  or  the  majority  of  them,  (hall 
have  power  to  clctfl,  nominate,  and  app-^oint  fuch  library- keeper 
for  that  turn  only  ;  and  afterwards  each  librarian  or  library- 
keeper  of  the  faid  library  Ih.iU  from  time  to  time  be  eleAcd,  no- 
minated, and  appointed,  and  alfo  removed  and  difplaced  by  fuch 
other  perfon  or  perfons,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  herein  before 
mentioned,  and  not  by  the  faid  redors  of  Whickham,  Ryton,  and 
Gatefhead  ;  it  being  my  mind  and  will  that  the  faid  redlors  (hall 
not  have  the  ele<5tion,  nomination,  and  appointment  of  the  li« 
brary. keeper  at  any  time  other  than  when  default  of  makbg 
eledion  of  a  librarian  within  twenty  days  fhall  happen  ;  and  that 
then  the  faid  tc&ots  fhall  have  the  eledion  for  that  turn  only, 
and  ihall  have  no  power  to  eledl  afterwards  until  the  like  default 
(ball  happen  again.  And  my  mind  and  will  is,  that  each  libra- 
rian (hall  give  fuch  fecurity,  and  be  fubjeA  to  fuch  rules,  orders, 
and  regulations,  as  are  already  made  and  ordained,  or  (hall 
hereafter  be  made  or  ordained  for  that  purpofe  by  tlie  faid  Wal- 
ter Blackett  and  me.  And  it  is  my  mind  and  will  that  the  faid 
Walter  Blackett,  during  his  life,  and  the  archdeacon  of  North- 
umberland for  the  time  being,  (hall  be  visitors  jointly  of  the  find 
books ;  and  after  the  faid  Walter  Blackett'i  death,  that  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  together  with  the  archdeacon  of  Northumbcr- 
Und  for  the  time  being,  (hall  be  vifitors ;  and  failing  the  faid 
Walter  BUckett  and  his  heirs  male,  that  the  mayor  of  Newcaftle 
aforeiaid  for  the  time  being,  and  the  archdeacon  of  Northum- 
berland aforefkid  for  the  time  being,  jointly,  (hall  be  viiitnrs  for 
€rer.  And  I  do  hereby  declare,  diredl,  and  appoint  that  the 
bu&iefs  of  the  faid  vifltors  (hall  be  to  vifit  the  faid  books  once  a 
year  at  lead,  and  to  examine  the  catalogue  of  books,  and  fee 
tiut  all  the  books  are  there,  and  to  correct  and  re<5iify  all  abufes, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  and  to  puni(h  the 
breach  of  the  faid  rules,  orders,  and  (latutes.  ^  nd  my  will  is, 
that  the  time  and  manner  of  vifiting  be  according  to  the  datutes 
or  rules  aforeiaid.  And  it  is  my  mind  and  will,  that  this  be 
and  b«.4£^cd  and  tajcen  to  be  a  codicil  to  and  a  pan  or  parcel 
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•f  mj  faid  laft  will  and  teftament.  in  witnefi  whereof,  I  have 
bereunto  fee  my  hand  and  feal,  this  aoth  day  of  November,  in 
tk  year  of  our  Lord  1745^ 

R.  TOMLINSON,  (L-S,) 

Signed,  fealed,  publifhed,  and  declared  by 

the  above  named  Dr.  Robert  Tomliiifbn, 

as  and  for  a  codicil  to  his  laft  will  and 

teftament,  in  the  prefence  of  us,  who  at 
•     his  requcft,  and  in  his  prefence,  and  alfo 

in  the  prefence  of  each  other,  have  iet 

our  names  as  witneffes. 

ROBERT  CHAMBERS. 
CUTHBERT  TAYLOR, 
GEORGE  D0D8. 

The  above  is  the  firft  codicil  to  Dr.  TomIinfon*s 
will,  on  which  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  rcfts,— — r 
How  they  came  to  lofe  their  privileges  will  be  feen 
by  the  following  letters  that  pafled  on  the  fubjedl, 
feveral  of  which  have  never  before  been  made  pub^ 
lie. 

.  Rev.  Dr.— I  have  often  thought  of  writing  to  jou  relative  to 
Pr.  Tomlinfon's  libr-iry,  at  St.  Nicholas'  church,  which  I  doubt 
pot  you  know  very  well  has  been  (hut  up  for  many  years  ;  and 
by  a  hint  I  got  lall  week,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  many  of  the 
books  are  much  injured  by  damp.  I  did  not  know  till  very 
lately^  that  you  as  archdeacon,  Mr.  Lufliington  as  vicar  of  New« 
caAIe,  and  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  were  the  three  troftets 
of  the  library.  Mr.  Alderman  Hornby  told  me  laft  Saturday, 
that  he  had  in  his  pofleffion  the  minutes  of  a  vifitation  of  the  K- 
brary*  when  his  late  brother,  Mr.  Clayton,  was  librarian,  held  by 
the  late  vicar,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Featherilonhaugb,  and  Mr. 
Dockwray,  to  examine  that  all  the  books  were  there  agreeing 
with  the  catalogue,  and  that  only  two  were  found  wanting, 
one  of  which,  by  a  memorandum  at  the  bottom,  was  found  m^- 
placed,  and  the  other  Mr.  Clayton  recolleded  he  had  lent  to  on^ 
of  the  clergy,  and  got  it  again.  Mr.  Hornby  atfo  told  me  he  had 
a  copy  of  the  codicil  to  my  late  friend  X)r»  Tomlinfon's  wiQ, 
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whcreifl  an  annual  vifitadon  hj  fome  of  the  ttuftees  is  direAet!.  I 
hope  yoa  will  therefore  apply  to  the  Vicar  and  Mr.  Mayor  for 
their  concumnce,  and  not  let  fo  raluable  a  colle^lion  of  books 
any  longer  remain  ufelefs  to  the  public,  and  liable  to  be  entirely 
fpotled.  You  may  perhaps  wonder  at  my  taking  fo  much 
notice  of  this  matter,  but  I  received  fo  many  marks  of  real  friend-, 
fliip  from  Dr.  Tomlinfon,  when  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Bryfon,  that 
I  fliall  always  revere  his  memory  ;  and  Sir  Walter  Black ett  was 
tlfo  a  very  good  friend  to  me.  I  cannot,  therefore,  help  thinking 
that  the  long  negled  of  this  library  is  (hewing  very  little  regard  to 
the  memory  of  the  donor  of  the  books  and  builder  of  the  library. 
I  remember  often  going  when  an  apprentice  with  books  Mr. 
Clayton  had  ordered  for  the  library,  as  he  always  took  care  to  lay 
oat  the  five  pounds  left  by  Dr.  Tomlinfon  to  purchafe  new  boolu 
and  complete  fets,  and  often  found  five  or  fix  clergy  and  gentle* 
men  with  him  reading  at  diflFerent  defks  ;  and  1  make  no  doubt» 
if  the  library  was  again  opened,  that  many  not  only  of  the  clergy, 
bat  alfo  gentlemen,  would  fpend  their  leafure  hours  there,  i  hope 
you  will  exciife  the  freedom  I  have  taken — And  am,  Rev.  Dr. 

your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

W.  CHARNLEY. 
Newca^lif  May  12,  1788. 

The  forgoing  letter  not  being  noticed  in  that  gen- 
tleman-like manner  Mr.  Charnley  had  every  Yeafon 
to  exped«  he  addrefled  the  following  to  the  Right 
KeT.  the  Lord  fiiftiop  of  Durham,  Auckland  Caftle. 

Mr  Loao.-^Sometimc  fmce  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sharp, 
archdeacon  of  Northumberland,  relative  to  my  worthy  friend 
Dr.  Tomlinfon^  library  at  St.  Nicholas*  church,  of  which  your 
Urdfhtp  hss  a  copy  below.  1  (hotild  not  have  thought  of  trou- 
bling your  lordihip  with  this,  if  Dr.  Sharp,  with  whom  I  have 
been  loag  acquainted,  had  given  me  any  anfwer ;  but  as  he  has  not 
I  would  be  much  obliged  to  your  lordfhip,  if,  when  yon  are  id 
the  vcftry  either  befote  or  after  your  vifitation,  you  would  ^Icfire 
Mr.  EUifon,  the  keeper  of  the  library,  to  (Hew  it  to  your  lordfhip. 
The  books  are  in  a  large  room  above  the  vetlry.  I  beg  leave  to 
alTure  your  lordfhip  that  I  have  no  interefted  view  in  wifhtng  to 
have  the  library  again  opened  for  the  ufc  of  the  public  ;  it  pro- 
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ceeds  entirely  from  a  principle  of  gratitude  to  the  generous  donor* 
who  in  my  youth  took  as  much  notice  of  me  as  if  I  had  been  his 
own  child.  1  fhould  not  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addreOIng 
your  lord  (hip  in  a  matter  which  does  not  properly  come  under 
your  cognizance,  if  1  had  not  twice  had  the  pleafure  of  ieeing 
the  queries  you  hare  put  to  your  clergy,  which  convinces  mc 
that  you  are  determined  (o  do  all  the  good  you  can  in  that  ele- 
Tated  ftation  in  which  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  place 
you.-^I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordftiip's 

moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
NewcafU,  July  3,  1788.  W.  CHARNLEY. 

P.  S.  Your  lordfliip  will  defire  Mr.  Ellifon,  the  keeper,  to  (hew 
you  the  library,  and  point  out  to  you  the  books  he  has  purchafcd 
for  the  laft  twenty  years  with  the  five  pounds  he  receives  annually 
with  his  falary  for  that  purpofe.  There  is  another  old  library  in 
the  room  below  Dr.  Tomlinfon*s,  which  Mr.  Ellifon  has  alfo  the 
charge  of ;  his  falary  for  both  is  twenty-five  pounds  per  annum. 

The  following  letters,  relative  to  this  fubjecSt,  arc 
copied  from  the  Newcaftle  Advertifer. 

To  the  Trii/hei  of  Dr»  TomTtnfon^s  Ltbrarym 
DO  you  believe,  when  Dr.  Tomlinfon  left  his  books,  and  fire 
pounds  a  year  for  ever,  to  purchafe  more ;  and  when  Sir  Walter 
Blackett,  hart,  bnilt  the  library,  and  fettled  twenty  pounds  a  year 
for  ever  on  the  librarian,  that  they  intended  the  library  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public,  or  merely  as  a  fmecure  to  the  librarian  ?— If 
you  believe  the  former,  what  good  reafon  can  you  af&gn  to  the 
public  for  fuffering  the  prefent  librarian  totally  to  negle^  his  duty 
for  twenty  years  paft,  and  not  purchafing  any  books  during  that 
time  with  the  five  pounds  be  has  annually  received  ? 

AprU  16,  1789.  I  am,  yours,  &c,         LECTOR. 

IT  is  generally  acknowledged  that  a  newfpaper,  properly 
conducted,  is  of  great  utility  ;  for,  if  the  condud  of  individuals 
could  not  be  animadverted  upon,  and  expofed  to  public  cenfure» 
or  public  approbation,  the  overbearing  would  tyrannize  over 
his  neighbours  ;  and  the  virtuous  would  neither  be  applauded  nor 
imitated.  But  every  convenience  has  its  correfpondent  inconve- 
nience J  and  the  greatcft  bleflings,  by  an  improper  ufe,  may  pro* 
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inct  the  gTcatcft  mifery.  The  charaflcr  of  the  virtuons  may  be 
mifreprefented,  fufpicton  may  fugged  crimes  that  only  exift  in  its 
janndtced  mind,  and  malevolence  may  blaft  the  fair  fame  of  the 
noil  virtuous  perfon ;  and  there  is  no  vehicle  fo  proper  for  the 
accompltfhing  fuch  injurious  purpofes  as  a  newfpaper.  TIm 
condudor  of  a  nev'fpaper  (liould  therefore  be  very  cautious  ill 
admitting  paragraphs  which  refledt  upon  the  charader  of  indivi- 
duals ;  and  he  fhould  always  give  the  accufed  an  opportunity  of 
defending  themfelves  from  the  attacks  of  the  ignorant  or  dcfign- 
iflg :  for  though  innocence  may  fatisfy  the  guiltlefs  mind,  who 
may  difregard  an  accufation,  yet  filence  is  no  proof  of  innocence, 
becaofe  the  mod  atrocious  need  not  reply  to  an  anonymous  ac- 
cufatton. 

The  preceding  fentiments  occurred  to  me  on  reading  the  queries 
in  your  entertaining  paper  of  lad  Saturday.  Admitting  them  to 
be  true,  they  are  unanfwerable,  or  rather  anfwer  themfelves.  But 
ii  it  pofllble  that  men  of  a  liberal  education,  and  in  fituacions  fu» 
perior  to  the  vulgar  or  unprincipled,  can  be  fo  regardlefs  of  their 
charader  ?  Suppofing  they  may,  are  all  the  parties  concerned 
alike  culpable  ?  1  am  perfuaded  they  are  not.  One  of  them 
is  only  a  tniftee  for  a  year,  when  his  time  is  fufficiently  employed 
in  difcharging  the  duties  of  an  arduous  and  an  honourable  office. 
Another  refpe£lable  gentleman,  I  am  informed,  did  not,  a  few 
weeks  ag*,  know  that  he  was  a  truftec.  Certainly,  Mr.  Printer, 
thefe  gentlemen  are  neither  culpable  nor  criminal. 

Happy  (hottld  I  be  could  I  exculpate  the  prefent  truSees  and 
die  librarian,  who  have  repeatedly  been  requefted  to  do  their 
doty  ;  the  former  onght  to  know  that  the  books  are  mouldering 
into  duft,  for  want  pf  being  kept  clean,  and  the  room  well  aired ; 
the  btter,  I  hope,  is  incapable  of  appropriating  the  five  pounds 
per  annum  to  his  own  ufe,  and  of  neglecting  to  purchafe  the  Pbilo* 
JofiUal  Trmn/aSionSf  and  other  works  which  are  annually  publiftiedf 
and  were  added  to  the  library  by  his  predeceflbrs.  Should  he 
continue  to  keep  the  library  locked  up,  and  refufe  to  do  his  duty, 
tiie  clergy  and  inhabitants  fhould  petition  Sir  J.  Trevelyan  to 
withhold  the  falary  ;  at  the  fame  time  pledging  themfelves  to  de* 
fray  the  expence  of  any  profecution  he  might  commence.  The 
judge  and  the  jury  who  could  give  him  damages,  would,  by  their 
vcrdift,  fay,  "  We  are  the  advocates  of  injullice,  and  the  patrons 
of  ignorance;  it  is  our  opinion,  that  the  iuhabiunts  of  NewcH^le 
fliould  have  no  knowledge  of  boob,  or  of  literary  fubje<3s ;  and 
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that  the  perfon  who  accepts  of  an  appointment  with  a  falary  ouglK 
sot  to  pcrtorm  thofe  duties  for  which  he  receives  an  adequate  re- 
wanL'' 
Apr'd  aa,  1789.  APOLOGIST. 

LECTOR,  the  Apologift,  and  more  particularly  you,  Mr. 
Frinter,  are  intitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  po- 
pulous town.  Whether  the  library  will  be  opened,  or  remain 
macceffiblcy  you  have  done  your  duty. 

To  Ledor's  fpirited  queries  no  objedion  can  be  made ;  but 
allow  me  to  fay  that  the  Apologill  appears  to  be  miftaken,  or  b 
00c  fufficiently  informed  In  feme  particulars.  ■  He  f^ys  one  of  the 
trudees  did  not,  a  few  weeks  ago,  know  that  he  was  one.  I  ra* 
ther  fuppofe  the  gentleman  alluded  to  is  one  of  the  fecondary 
truftees,  empowered  to  ad  if  thofe  firft  mentioned  refufed  to  do 
their  duty.  There  are  other  refpedabla  gentlemen  alio  ap- 
pointed to  ad  with  him :  how  far  they  difchargc  their  duty  I 
prefume  not  to  determine.  That  they  and  the  public  may  know 
the  merits  of  this  budnefs,  that  part  of  Dr.  Tomlinfon^s  will  re* 
lative  to  the  library,  and  tiie  (latutes,  fhould  be  publiflied*  'Thi« 
intimation,  it  is  prefumed,  will  not  be  difregarded ;  and  it  is  re- 
c^uefted  that  fome  gentleman  who  has  a  copy  will  conmiuntcate 
it  to  the  public,  through  the  channel  of  your  rdpedable  paper. 

The  advice  of  the  Apologiil  is  perhaps  not  the  moft  proper. 
The  late  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  whofe  memory  mud  be  held  in  high 
eftimatton,  while  the  xtuny  charitable  inilitutions  in  this  town  re- 
main, to  which  he  was  fo  liberal  a  contributor,  confidering  the 
fluduating  date  of  property,  and  that  WaUington  might  not  al* 
ways  belong  to  his  generoas  relatives,  has  fo  fecured  the  payment 
of  the  falary,  that  it  cannot  be  withheld,  particularly  from  the 
prefent  librarian,  who  was  appointed  by  himfelf. 

Yet  let  not  the  public  deipond  ;  if  the  librarian  keep  the  books 
locked  up ;  if  the  truftees  refufe  to  ad,  the  lord  chancellor  be- 
comes the  legal  and  conftitutional  truftee :  a  petition  from  the 
clergy  and  principal  inhabitants,  dating  the  fad,  would  induce 
him  to  reindate  them  in  the  ufe  of  the  library.  He  would  alfo 
compel  the  perfon  who  retains  the  five  pounds  a  year,  (if  Ledor 
is  not  midaken,  and  it  has  been  laid  out  in  books)  to  reimburie 
the  money,  and  to  appropriate  it  to  the  purpofes  of  the  getieroas 
ted^tor. 

.  If  the  books  remain  fliut  up ;  if  the  inhabiunts  do  not  petitioa 
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the  chaaccUor,  let  them  not  blame  the  truftces  ;  let  them  not  ccn- 
furc  the  librarian ;  they,  and  they  only,  wIH  be  to  blame :  thetf 
exertions  will  (hew,  whether  they  defcrvc  the  ufe  of  6)  valuabk 
4  library  or  not. 
NewcafiU,  May  i,  1789.  MODERATOR., 

THE  unaccoantablenefs  of  fimames,  and  their  not  being  aph 
plicable  or  defcripttve  of  the  difpofition  or  faculties  of  their  pot 
Mors,  have  frequently  employed  my  thoughts,  and  have  ma4s 
the  vacant  h^urs  pafs  as  agreeably  as  caflle-buildiog,  or  a  gaait 
at  caids,  and  perhaps  more  ufefully.  How  many  IVbifu  do  wc 
know,  wbofe  complexion  and  condud  are  hla^k  f  How  maof 
JBlach,  who  are  remarkable  for  ^aufy  and  fair-dcaTtng  ?  How 
many  Stronft^  who  are  delicaie  ?  And  how  many  Brovms^  wh9 
are  fair  ?  Even  the  perfon,  whofe  namo  was  Jufiice^  has  beea 
trm^gruJf  or  finifhed  his  career  at  xht  fatal  tree.  Xhe  Chrtfttan 
Dame  fhoukl  remind  ns  of  our  profeflion  ;  and  from  the  fimame^ 
die  coDtemplative  mind  will  derive  hints  and  maxims  to  corred 
its  vicious  propenficies,  and  to  promote  its  happinefs,  and  the 
happtnefa  of  mankind. 

*  When  anonymous  writers  voluntarily  endeavour  to  amufe  or 
tttftmft  die  public,  their  fignatnres  (hould  at  lead  be  defcriptive 
of  their  perfons  or  femtments.  An  eflay  on  urbanity  fhould  not 
be  (xgned  Ftttiiex ;  nor  (hould  the  advocate  of  chicanery  c.alt 
Umielf  ya^fce.  If  diefe  remarks  arc  proper,  what  fliall  wc  think 
of  the  writer  whofe  fignature  is  Moderator,  in  your  paper  of  the 
fd  inftant  ?  He  fays,  "  to  LeAor*s  fpirited  queries  no  objedion 
can  be  mad«/' 

Is  this  the  language  of  tnoderatkn  f — Is  it  the  language  of 
truth  ?— What,  (hall  the  Querill  charge  a  moft  refpefiable  charac- 
ter with  a  breach  of  truft,  and  (hall  no  objedion  be  made  to  it  I 
Wai  not  every  generous  mind  alike  defpife  the  calumny  and  th^ 
calumniator  ?  Thofe  who  know  the  refpeftable  gentleman  al- 
luded to,  are  convinced,  that  his  innocence,  and  placid  temper, 
prevent  him  from  juftifying  himfelf.  But  for  fake  of  the  profef- 
fion  to  which  he  is  an  ornament,  it  would  give  his  friexkU  the 
greateft  pleafure  if  he  would  filence  his  calumniators  by  pubUfliing, 
in  your  excellent  paper,  a  lid  of  the  new  books  he  has  purcha&d. 
the  laft  twenty  years  for  the  library  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Ntwc^U,  May  8,  1789.  CLERICUS. 
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Mr.  PRiNTBR.**i-It  appears  by  the  infcription  upon  Dr.  Tom- 
linfon's  monument  in  Whickham  church,  that  he  left  his  library 
to  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle,  for  public  ufc.  What  follows 
is  copied  from  the  marble : 

"  He  alfo  bequeathed  his  library,  a  large  ani  moft  valuable 
^  colledion  of  books,  in  all  branches  of  literature,  to  the  corpo- 
••  ration  of  Newcaftlc,  for  public  ufe,  with  a  rent-charge  of  five 
••  pounds  a  year  for  ever^  as  a  fund  to  buy  new  books.** 

From  this  extraft  any  perfon  would  fuppofc,  that  the  corpora- 
tion, as  a  body,  muft  have  forae  part  of  th?  truft  vefted  in  them 
iby  the  do(flor's  will ;  and  if  they  have,  they  will  next  week  have 
m  fine  opportunity  of  feeing  die  archdeacon  and  vicar,  at  the  yiH- 
tation,  which  will  be  held  at  St.  Nicholas*  church  on  Wcdnefday 
next,  the  loth  inftant,  when  the  librarian  may  be  ordered  to  (heit 
the  trufltes  the  condition  the  books  are  at  prefent  in,  and  direded 
immediately  to  open  the  Ubrary  for  the  ufe  of  the  public.   , 

June  5,  1789.  LECTOR. 

To  tie  SUwardt  of  the  Incorporaied  Companies  in  Ne^wcaftb* 

G£NTL£MCN. — ^The  following  hints  are  fubmitted  to  your  coil- 
fideration,  witliout  any  apology,  becaufe  you  cannot  be  unac« 
quainted  with  the  inefficacy  of  the  .meafures  that  have  been  taken 
to  compel  the  librarian  of  Dr.  Tomlinfon's  library  to  open  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public. 

The  law  of  this  country  will  not  compel  a  trudee  to  execute 
the  will  of  another,  unlefs  he  tliinks  proper.  The  majority  of 
the  truftees  under  the  will  of  the  late  Dr.  Tomlinfon  either  refufe 
to  a<fl,  or  the  librarian  refuses  to  comply  with  their  dire^ons« 
and  difregards  the  (latutes  of  the  library,  though  he  is  paid  the 
falary,  to  which  he  cannot  be  eiititled  unlefs  he  difc^harges  his 
duty.  This  being  an  indifputable  fa<A,  the  buQnefs  comes  pro« 
perly  before  the  burgefles  a/Tembled  in  guild,  hec^fc  the  l^rary 
nvas  bequeathed  to  the  corporation  of  thii  town. 

To  introduce  this  bufinefs  before  the  guild,  give  me  leave  to 
ibggeft  to  you  thie  propriety  of  a  previous  meeting,  that  you  may 
be  mafters  of  the  fubjcdi  Would  there  be  any  impropriety  in 
Mr.  Mayor  and  the  burgeffes  fending  a  card  to  the  librarian,  to 
attend  them  at  the  guild ;  and  in  publicly  afkinghim  why  he  does 
not  do  his  duty  ?  If  he  do  not  attend,  apply  to  Sir  Thomas 
Blackett,  to  appoint  another  librarian  ;  and  infift  on  the  prefent, 
librarian's  paying  the  damages  the  books  may  have  fuftained  bf 
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bis  aegle«^y  an  J  accoancin^  for  the  moaey  he  has  received  to  pur- 
cJiafc  new  books. 

Some  ofyou,  perhaps,  will  fay,  Thhs  has  no  relation  to  oor  rights 
or  privileges:  Let  fuch  remember,  that  tlie  library  is^bequeadied, 
fiot  to  the  tniQees,  but  to  the  corporation.  That  burgeifes  have, 
or  may  have,  fons  to  be  educated  for  tlie  church,  or  for  fome  of 
the  liberal  fciences,  and  that  fuch  ftudents  have  a  right  to  the  ufe 
of  the  library.  If  you  diircgard  |his  addrtfs,  you  will  deprive 
tlie  inhabitants  of  this  town,  and  your  poilerity,  of  an  advantage 
no  private  fortune  can  procure,  or  opulence  itfelf  obtain,  becaufe 
many  of  the  books  are  extremely  fcarce,  and  cannot  be  bought. 

A  BURGESS, 

The  following  is  an  extrad  of  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  of  this  town,  addrefled  to  Dr.  Harrington, 
biftiop  of  Durham. 

Ke^cafik,  May  7,  1801. 

My  Lord,— -Your  lordfhtp  will  find  in  the  6 1  ft  page  of  Bourne's 
Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  in  the  ad  volume  of  Wallis's  Hiftory  of 
Northumberland,  and  in  Hucchinfon's  Hiftory  of  Durham,  ar- 
ticle Whickham,  ia  a  note,  that  there  was  an  old  library  in  St. 
Nicholas'  church  4  and  that,  in  addition,  a  very  eztenGve  one 
(for  the  north  of  England)  was  left  to  this  town  by  the  late  Dr. 
Tomlinfon,  of  Whickham,  that  a  building  was  erc^ed  for  tlicm 
by  the  late  6ir  W.  Blackett,  (fee  Brand's  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle)  : 
die  lower  part  of  this  building  is  occupied  as  a  veftry  ;  the  two 
upper  rooms,  which  would  each  contain  ten  thoufand  volumes, 
were  dedicated  to  the  ufe  of  the  old  and  new  library.  My  lord, 
for  twenty  years  this  invaluable  colleftion  was  locked  up,  by  the 
Rev.  Jq|in  £llifon  ;  and  the  falary  and  the  money  for  buying 
books  fpent-he  knows  beft  iu  whi*t  manner.  He  was  only 
brought  back  to  his  duty  by  a  public  ccnfure  in  the  Newcaftle 
Advertifer,  for  April  and  the  following  months,  in  1789  I  un« 
<icrftaiid,  from  undoubted  authority,  that,  in  the  regulations  of 
that  library,  the  hours  of  attendance  are  from  ten  to  twelve  in  the 
forenoon,  and  from  two  to  four  in  the  afternoon  of  every  day, 
Sunday  excepted.  The  prefcnt  librarian  attends  from  nine  to 
twelve  in  the  morning  only,  and  in  every  holiday  this  library  19 
Aot  up  ^  nay  more,  my  lord,  admittaitce  is  abfolutely  rdufed  to 
the  old  one.  My  lord,  the  public  neither  know  when  to  go,  wha( 
power  to  ufe  when  there,  nor  what  books  they  contain.  Your 
Q^q  lord- 
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l^ri(bip^s  mteifereQC«»  and  publication  of  the  rules  and  the  caca* 
logue,  are  the  only  cares  left.  I  beg  your  Lordihip's  pardoa  for 
ibe  freedom  of  this  letter,  if  your  lordfiiip  (hoald  find  too  much 
in  it )  baty  in  the  caufe  of  knowledgei  I  would  be  afh'anied  to  be 
otherwife.  I  am»  my  lord,  &c.  •    «    ♦ 

P.  S.  A  fub-ltbratias  has  been  appointed,  (by  Mr.  Ellifon)  who 
-fcas  to  attend  prayers  erery  other  day  at  eleven,  and  frequently  at 
the  bridge-end  ckapel  at  ten  o'clock,  when  the  doors  are  (hut  for 
that  day.  Should  you,  ray  lord,  recommend  a  catalogue  and  the 
rules  being  publifted,  I  would,  with  great  pleafure,  take  the  trou- 
ble (if  the  trudees  chuft  to  appoint  me,  and  allow  me  to  name 
sny  own  affiftant)  of  comparing  the  books  with  the  catalogue ; 
(for  it  isfaidfomeof  them  are  loft  (ince  Mr.. Ellifon  was  librarian) 
and  overiooking  the  prefs ; — my  own  confcience  will  be  my  re* 
yard. 

To  which  his  lordfhip  was  pleafed  to  return  the 

following  anf\yer. 

Cav,  Squmr,  May  ii.  i8ai. 
Sir, — If  the  abufes,  of  which  you  complain,  can  be  proved^ 
and  I  have  any  authority  to  redreis  them,  you  may  reft  afiure4 
that  I  will  enter  upon  the  enquiry.  The  bcft  time  for  the  pur? 
pofe,  in  cafe  I  have  the  authority  which  your  complaint  implies, 
will  be  in  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  July,  when  the  bufinefs  of 
my  vtfitation  at  Ncwcaftle  is  finifhed. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  regard, 

Vour  humble  fervant, 

S.  DUNELM. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  attempts  which  have  bceu 
made  within  the  lad  twelve  months  were  inetTedtual. 
The  grcatell  part  of  our  townfmen  being  unconfcious 
of  their  privileges,  mis-ftatement  and  evafive  apology 
^ere  exhibited  and  received  in  the  place  of  fadls.-^- 
It  was  faid  that  the  prefent  librarian  is  an  old  man, 
and  that  great  indulgence  ought  confcquently  to  be 
allowed.  Surely  the  public  iiot  obferving  his  non- 
attendance  for  above  twenty  years^  is  an  indulgence 
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of  the  mod  extraordinary  kind !  It  is  faid  by  Mr. 
Brand,  in  bis  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  this  town, 
who  wrote  to  him  on  the  fubjed  in  queftion,  that  the 
falary  is  ftiamefully  inadequate  to  fueh  duties  as  the 
regulations  require.  In  reply,  it  may  be  obferved, 
firft,  that  at  the  appointment^  in  1 747,  the  funj  was 
quite  fufficierit :  fccondly,  that  very  many,  even  at 
the  prefent  day,  would  be  glad  to  have  fuch  an  office 
with  fuch  a  falary :  thirdly,  that  if  the  librarian 
think  it  too  little,  his  refource  is  obvious,  reftgnation. 
But  the  prefent  librarian  took  the  oiBce,  knowing  the 
duties  and  the  compenfation;  his  continuance  is, 
therefore,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  fufficiency  of 
the  income. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  a  regular  attendance.  Where 
are.  the  regulations?  Not  upon  any  of  the  tables; 
not  exhibited  as  publicly  as  the  library  they  diredt ! 
not  fhewn  to  any  of  the  vilitants !  but  with  the  fixty 
ibfios  and  forty  quartos  of  Coiins,  wixh  the  books  of 
many  others,  a*s  at  page  294 ;  with  the  manufcripts, 
with  many  even  of  Dr.  Tomlinfon's  books,  and  with 
the  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  ;-.-they  are  quickly 
going,  if  not  gone  already  to  decay  ! 

A  gentleman  who  holds  one  of  the  offices  that  give 
to  the  po^Abr  the  right  of  a  truftee,  has  declared 
that  he  faw  nothing  to  be  complained  of!  No  fault 
in  the  non-attendance  for  upwards  of  twenty  years ! 
No  fault  in  receiving  more  than  one  hundred  pounds 
in  that  time  for  buying  books,  and  almoft  none  pur- 
chafed  with  the  money !  No  fault  in  taking  the  full 
falary  for  twenty  years  non-attendance  !  None  io 
the  library  being  fhut  up  fo  often  all  the  day  on  ac» 
count  of  holidays,  (and  Mr  Hurd  going  to  the  bridge- 
end  chapel)  as  to  licenfe  the  exprefiion  of  the  libra- 
Q^q  2  nan 
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rian  opening  it  only  when  he  pleafes !  No  fault  in 
the  books  being  fo  damaged  during  the  twenty 
years  fabbath  of  this  revereiul  gentleman,  as  to  re. 
quire  Mr.  Charnley's  affiftance  to  reftore  them  from 
the  injuries  of  the  dampth  I  No  fault  in  the  regula. 
lions  being  withheld  I  None  in  the  old  library  being 
polifively  refufed  accefs  to !  None  in  the  compro- 
mifed  attendance  of  the  librarian  or  his  deputy  ! 
None  in  that  deputy  receiving  half  the  falary  for 
half  the  ftatute  attendance,  and  the  real  hbrarian 
curtailing  the  duties,  and  fliieiding  himfelf  under  the 
fmallnels  of  the  falary  I  None  in  many  of  the  books 
entt red  in  the  catalogue  being  miffing  I  !  I  This  gen- 
tleman would  do  well  to  take  the  number  of  years 
Mr.  EUifon  has  been  librarian,  which,  multiplied  by 
five,  gives  the  fum  he  has  received  for  buying  books. 
How  many  has  he  purchafed  ?  If  he  wiflies  for  con- 
vidion,  let  him  apply  to  Mr.  Chamley,  of  whom 
they  were  to  be  bought ;  but  that  worthy  man  has 
fpoken  for  himfelf  above.  It  is  alfo  faid  that  Mr. 
EUifon  has  no  right  to  attend,  or  that  it  would  be 
cruel  to  make  him,  when  none,  or  only  one  or  two, 
come.  To  this  only  one  reply  is  neceflary :  he  re- 
ceives bis  falary;  by  fo  doing,  be  makes  it  bis  duty 
to  attend  whether  any  come  or  not :  if  he  does  not 
attend,  or  fend  a fubllitute,  why, receive  the  money? 
As  to  the  old  library  room,  if  it  was  empty,  it  might 
be  open  to  inquirers.  But  we  would  aflc  any  of  the 
truftees,  Is  it  a  crime  to  make  it  ufeful  ?  Would  it 
be  •'  impudence,'*  as  one  of  thofe  gentlemen  has  af- 
firmed, •'  in  any  public  body  puttmg  it  to  a  public 
uff  "  until  wanted  for  the  library,  if  the  librarian 
fufFers  it  to  be  wanted  at  all?  But  Mr.  Hird  allows 
that  there  are  forae  books  there ;  the  neceflity,  then, 

for 
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for  its  being  opened,  is  obvious ;  and  yet  thefe  cle* 
rical  gentlemen  are  the  firft  to  raife  the  hue  and  cry 
of  innovation,  direfting  their  anathemas  at  refer* 
mations  !  They  Ihould  not  vociferate  the  lo  Paam 
of  fclf  complacency  to  ftun  the  ears  of  thofe  who, 
bat  for  them»  would  hear  the  ilill  fmall  voice  that 
reformers  would  ufc  in  their  own  defence. 

The  only  effcdual  ci^re  we  can  point  out  is,  to 
have  the  catalogue  printed,  as  at  Bamborough  CaC- 
tie,  with  the  above  codicil  and  the  regulations ;  and 
if  any  money  is  wanted  to  defray  the  charge  of 
printmg,  &c.  Mr.  EUifon  cannot  better  employ  the 
balance  of  what  he  has  received  for  buying  books, 
than  by  aflilling  fuch  a  publication  with  it. 

The  faiary  is  at  prefent  paid  by  a  Mr.  Bofville,  in 
in  the  county  of  York;  and  the  truftees,  ex  officio^ 
are: 

Jofeph  Forftcr,  Efq.  mayor  of  this  town. 

Rev.  J.  D .  Carlyle,  ricar  of  do. 
•Rtv.  iJr.  Thorp,  archdeacon  of  Northnmberland. 
♦Rev.  John  Forller,  Icaurcr  of  St.  Nicholas. 

tSCONDAIir. 

♦ReT.  Dr.  Thorp,  re<flor  of  Ryton. 
•Rev.  Dr.  Proffer,  rcdor  of  Gatcfliead. 
♦Rcr.  Mr.  Grcville,  Rc^or  of  Whickham. 

Thofe  marked  thui  (*)  were,  in  conjunftion  with 
Mr.  Reed,  the  late  mayor,  applied  to ;  but  have  not 
yet  thought  any  reform  neceflary. 

Dr.  Tomltnfon  died  March  24,  1747. 
SirW.  C.  Blackett  died  Fcbniary  14,  1777. 
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OTHER  .LIBRARIES, 

At  the  New  Affembly-houfe  there  is  a  fubfcrip- 
6on  news-room,  upon  a  plan  peculiarly  hberal  and 
acceptable.  Here,  befldes  the  public  journals  of 
*t^ry  kind,  a  confiderable  number  of  books,  parti- 
cularly  thofe  illuftrative  of  the  public  tranfa^ons 
and  events,  and  of  the  ftate  of  manners  and  litera- 
tore  at  home  dnd  abroad,  are  purchafed  and  pre- 
fcrved,  and  will  one  day  form  a  very  valuable  library 
of  the  moft  popular  produ6lions,  on  all  fides,  upon 
the  various  ititerefting  topics  of  difcuffion  which, 
from  time  to  time,  have  agitated  the  public  mind. 

We  eannot  avoid  mentioning  the  valuable  circu- 
lating libraries  of  Mr.  Sands,  in  the  fiigg-mftrket, 
and  Mr.  Humble,  in  Mofley-ftreet ;  in  which,  par- 
ticularly the  former,  are  upward*  of  twelve  thoufand 
books,  on  every  branch  of  fciende  and  literature. 

There  is  alio  a  circulating-library  in  tbd  Croat- 
market,  confifting  chiefly  of  noveb,  belonging  to 
Mrs.  Chilton. 
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CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 


The  Manors,  «nce  the  lite  of  the  fumptuous  priory 
of  the  St.  Auftin  friars,  contain  feveral  charitable  in- 
ftitations,  aoiong  which  is 

JESUS  HOSPITAL. 

This  w^ll  endowed  afylum  bad  originally  the  name 
as  above,  but  it  is  now  called  the  Town's  Hofpital, 
or  General  Hofpital,  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  of 
the  feveral  pariflies  of  the  town.  You  afcend  to  it 
by  ftair$  from  the  ftre^t,  and  then  enter  iqto  a  plea^ 
fant  field,  on  the  north  iide  of  which  is  the  faid  hof* 
pital.  It  is  three  (lories  high,  and  the  under  ftorjr 
is  adorned  with  piazzas,  which  are  about  fixty  yards 
in  length,  and  make  a  very  agreeable  walk.  About 
the  middle  of  the  piazzas  is  the  entrance  into  the 
fecond  and  third  (lories ;  and  over  againd  this  en- 
trance is  a  fountain  (very  much  beautified}  for  the 
Qfe  of  the  hofpital.  Ic  was  founded  for  a  mafter 
and  thirty-nine  poor  freemen,  or  freemen's  widows* 

A.  D.  1683,  it  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
the  Mafter,  Brethren,  aqd  Sifters  of  the  Hofpital  of 
the  Holy  Jefus,  founded  in  the  Manors,  in  the  towa 
and  county  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  at  the  charge 
of  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  that  town,  for  the  fup- 
port,  for  ever,  of  poor  impotent  people,  being  free- 
men and  freemen's  widows,  or  their  fons  and  daugh- 
ters that  had  never  been  married. 
'  Thomas  Lewen,  merchant,  was  appointed  the  firft 
mafter,  with  thirty-nine  others,  to  have  power  to 
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fae  and  be  fued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  pur^ 
chafe  and  hold  lands,  and  have  a  common  feal,  with 
a  crols  graven  thereon,  and  in  the  circumference, 
^Sigillum  Hojpitalis  San£H  Jefu  in  Novo  Cqftror 
The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  of  New* 
caftle  for  the  time  being,  were  appointed  vifitors, 
and  to  give  rules  and  laws  to  this  hofpital. 

Thefe  rules  wdre  drawn  up  and  fealed  in.the  year 
1683. 

So  benevolent  an  inditution,  ferving  as  a  calm 
and  peaceful  retreat  in  a  molt  delightful  fituation, 
fbon  experienced  that  the  obfervation  of  St.  James 
(ch.  ii.  V.  15 J  was  inapplicable  to  their  generous  pa- 
trons :  •*  If  a  brother  or  fitter  be  naked  and  defliture 
of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  fay  unto  them,  depart 
in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled ;  notwithftanding 
ye  give  them  not  thofe  things  which  are  needful 
to  the  body;  what  doth  it  profit?" What  in- 
deed? 

The  mod  fubftantial  fources  of  fupport  for  the 
Freemen's  Hofpital  are  as  follow. 

A.  D.  1683,  a  meffuage,  key  or  quay,  and  gar- 
den, in  that  ftreet  called  the  Clofe,  in  Newcaftle, 
was  purchafed  by  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  for  feven 
hundred  pounds,  and  fettled  on  the  matter,  brethren 
and  fitters,  of  this  hofpital. 

In  the  year  1683,  an  eftate  at  Edderly,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  was  purchafed  as  abov«  for  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  and  fettled  on 
the  above  matter,  &c. 

In  1685,  an  ellate  at  Whittell,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  was  purcahfed  as  above  for  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  pounds,  for  the  fame  cbari^ 
table  purpofe. 


Bmtmt  upon  Cgne.  313 


tn  1695,  Mr.  John  Rumney  bequeathed  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds ;  the  intereft  for  the  behoof  of 
this  hofpital. 

In  1721,  Mr.  John  Ord  devifed  one  pound  fix. 
fliiUings  and  eight-pence  annually,  and  alfo  fix  fiiil- 
lings  and  eight-pence  from  another  mefluage  of  his, 
for  its  fupport. 

In  1752,  the  corporation  ordered  forty  fothers  of 
coals  to  be  fent  there  annually,  at  the  feftivai  of 
Chriftmas. 

In  1769,  there  was  an  order  of  common-council 
fbr  the  maiter  to  be  paid  eight,  and  .each  brother 
and  fiiler  fix  pounds  per  annum. 

In  1779,  the  mayor,  &c.  in  confequence  of  a  re-> 
folution  to  prefer*  in  future,  the  mod  aged  claim- 
ants to  the  places  that  fhould  fall  vacant  in  this  hof- 
pital, made  an  order,  that  the  feveral  candidates 
fliould  produce  certificates  of  their  refpedivc  ages, 
to  be  regularly  filed  in  the  town-clerk's  oSct. 

Mrs.  DAVISON'S  HOSPITAL. 

This  laudable  erediion  was  for  a  govemefs,  and 
fi3r«  fitters,  to  be  widows  of  proteftant  clergymen, 
merchants,  and  freemen  of  Newcaftle,  endowed  by 
the  charity  of  Mrs.  Ann  Davifon,  widow  of  A^. 
Benjamin  Davifon,  merchant.  It  was  built  by  tlhe 
corporation  near  that  of  the  Holy  Jefus,  in  the  year 

In  the  incorporation  of  this  charity,  the  govemefs 
and  fifters  have  a  power  to  fue  and  be  fued,  &c.  and 
to  purchafe  lands.  The  mayor  and  common -council 
tf  Ntwcaftle  to  be  vifitors  on  the  death  qf  Mr.  Grey, 
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9n4  to  appoint  governefles  and  lifters,  or  on  any 
tnifcondudt  to  remove  them. 

The  above  Mrs,  Ann  Davifon  appointed,  after 
the  payment  of  her  debts,  legacies^  and  funeral  ex- 
penccs,  that  the  furplus  of  her  perfonal  eftate  (hould 
be  divided  among  the  poor,  at  the  difcretion  of  her 
executors,  George  Grey,  cfq.  the  Rev.  Robert  Tom- 
Jinfon,  William  EUifon,  efq.  and  John  Ord,  gent. 
This  furplus  was  nine  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
with  which  the  executors  agreed  to  build  this  hofpi- 
tal,  which  was  accordingly  done;  Mr.  Grey  being, 
the  furviving  truftee. 

In  the  year  1754,  the  mayor  and  burgeiles  of 
Newcaftle,  having  been  appointed  the  patrons  q£ 
this  charity  by  the  above  furviving  truftee,  eredled 
a  handfome  new  fet  of  apartments  for  the  governcfi 
and  five  fifters,  on  the  lite  of  the  former  houfe, 

A.  D.  1.771,.  there  was  an  order  of  common- coun- 
cil for  each  woman  in  Mrs.  Davifon^s  Hofpital  to  be 
{lUowed  eight/:arts  of  coals  in  every  yean 

Sir. WALTER  BLACKETPs  HOSPITAL 

The  intention^of  this  foundation  was  fqr  th6  m« 
ception  of  fix  unmarritd  men,  being  poor  and  de- 
cked burgeffc*  of  the  town,  in  1754;  the  worthy 
baronet,  ot\  the  receipt  of  a  bond  given  him  by  tbe 
ciorporation*  hiving  depoiked  one  thoufaodtwo  hun- 
dred pounds  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  year  1777,  there  was  aa  order  of  common* 
council  for  an  allowance  of  eight  carts  of  fire-coal, 
yearly,  to  every  man  in  this  hofpitaL 
A  iloiic  is  put  over  their  apartments,  infcribed  as 

follows  : 
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Thb  Hofpital, 

for  fix  unmarried  ineti« 

built  on  the  groood.  and  at  the  common  charge, 

of  the  corporation  of  this  town. 

Was  founded  hy  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart. 

the  munificent  magiftrate,  and  reprefentatiTe 

in  fivea  (uoccflivc  {larlianientSy  of  NeWcaftle  upon  Vfnt9 

A.  D.  i7S4« 

Mr.  DAVISON'S  HOSPITAL. 

This  humane  inftitution  owed  its  exiftence  to 
Thomas  Davifon,  Elq.  of  Ferry- bill,  jn  the  county  of 
Durham,  and  his  fifters. 

A  D.  1784,  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle 
crcftcd  here,  on  their  ground,  and  at  their  common 
expence,  an  elegant  fet  of  apartments,  for  i\x  un- 
married women,  under  the  fame  roof  with  thofe 
intended  for  the  two  former  hofpitals,  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Davifon  and  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart. 

A.D.  1771,  there  was  an  order  of  common-council 
to  give  an  allowance  of  eight  carts  of  fire-coal  to 
every  wpman  in  this  houfe. 

The  following  infcription  is  on  a  Aone  over  the 

door : 

This  Hoipital  for  fix  unmarried  women, 

to  be  daughters  and  widows  of  burgefles, 

built  on  the  groond,  and  at  the  common  charge,    ^ 

of  the  corporation  of  thb  town, 

was  founded  by  Thomas  Datisoii,  £iq. 

of  Fenr7-Hill»  in  the  county  of  Durliam, 

A.  D.  >754. 

As  the  hand  of  charity  is  never  wearied  with 
being  ftretched  out  to  relieve  indigence  and  old 
age,  overwhelmed  with  all  its  concomitant  train ; 
lb  the  eye  of  humanity  is  never  tired  in  beholding 
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the  generous  efforts  of  the  truly  virtuous  and  good, 
to  foothe  and  alleviate  thofe  evils  that  embitter  the 
feeble  remains  of  declining  life.  In  this  fenfe,  the 
ufefulnefs  of  the  feveral  quiet  afylums  for  poverty 
and  old  age,  in  the  Manors,  are  of  more  genuine 
worth  than  all  the  ufelefs  fplendor  of  the  Spanifli 
efcurial,  or  the  pompous  monuments  of  luxury  and 
oftentation* 

KEELMEN's  HOSPITAL. 

We  have  already  mentioned  this  ufeful  clafs  of 
the  community  of  Newcaftle,  page  142.  We  have 
how  the  pleafing  fatisfadtion  of  laying  before  our 
readers  the  prudent  precautions  which  they  have 
taken  to  Ihield  themfelves  againft  abfolute  penury  ; 
as  alfo  to  alleviate  the  painful  days  of  ficknefs  and 
of  old  age.  We  fliall  firft  defcribe  their  hofpital, 
and  then  the  truly  laudable  inftitution  for  eftabliih- 
ing  a  permanent  fund  to  fupport  the  iick  and  aged 
members  of  the  Kcelmen's  Society. 

The  Keelmen's  Hofpital  is  fituated  a  little  eaft^ 
ward  of  the  Carpenter*s  Tower,  on  the  Garth-heads, 
behind  Sandgate.  It  is  a  fquare  building,  in  the 
form  of  monafteries  and  colleges,  hayipg  its  lovir 
walks  round  it,  in  imitation  of  cloiilers.  The  area 
within  it  is  about  eighty*threc;  feet  broad,  and  nine- 
ty-feven  and  a  half  icng.  It  contains  above  fifty-two 
chambers  for  the  accommodation  of  the  aged  mem- 
bers of  both  fexes.  One  room  is  large  and  light, 
for  holding  the  general  meetings,  in  which  is  their 
ftrong  box,  well  fecurcd,  for  kef pjng  the  money, 
books,  ^c.  and  in  a  fmall  room  adjacent  the  How- 
ards and  clerk  meet  every  fix  week?,  for  the  puc- 
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pofe  of  coUeding  the  regular  contributions  of  the  fo- 
ciety.  At  their  general  annual  meeting,  they  walk  in 
pioceflion  through  the  principal  ftreets  of  the  tovm« 
in  decent  drefies,  attended  with  mufic  of  different 
kinds ;  while  all  clafles  of  inhabitants  take  a  pleafure 
in  viewing  this  body  of  men,  who  conftitute  a  great 
proportion  of  the  ftrength,  and  fource  of  the  wealth 
of  Newcaftle,  and  for  many  miles  adjacent  on  bodi 
fides  of  the  Tyne.  They  then  fit  down  to  a  plenti- 
ful dinner,  fubftantial  and  folid,  like  themfelves; 
.and  in  an  inofienfive,  convivial  manner,  at  leaft  for 
one  day  in  the  year,  do  thefe  hardy,  induftrious  fel- 
lows throw  down  all  burdens  of  concern  about  the 
**  lang  rack!*  dark  nights,  fhips'  hawfers,  and  great 
frefhes,  with  a  hearty  Ihake-hands,  and  get  home- 
in  the  befl  manner  they  can. 

Who  this  hofpital  was  built  by,  may  be  learned 
from  the  infcription  on  its  fouth  front. 

THE  ^SELVEH'^  hospital,  BUILT  AT  TQEia  OWit 
CHAKGE,  ANNO  DOMINI  I70I.  MATTHEW  WHITE,  ESQu 
OOVEENOVRj  MR.  EDWARD  GREY,  MR  EDWARD  GARR^ 
STEWARDS  OF  THE  HOASTMEN's  COMPANY  FOR  THJC 
TIME   BEING,   AND   TRUSTEES   FOR   THIS  liO SPIT AL. 

I  have  been  told,  fays  Mr.  Bourne,  that  Dr. 
Moor,  one  of  the  late  bifhops  of  Ely,  upon  failing 
down  the  river  in  the  ftate  barge,  with  the  mayor 
and  magiftrates,,  obferved  this  building,  and  aiked 
what  it  was,  and  who  built  it?  The  mayor  replied, 
it  was  an  hofpital  for  aged  and  decayed  keelmen ; 
and  that  it  was  built  by  themlelves,  each  man  pay- 
ing one  penny  a  tide.  The  good  prelate  replied, 
that  he  had  heard  of  and  feen  many  hofpitals,  the 
works  of  rich  nien;  but  this  was  the  firft  he  ever 

faw. 
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fgWy  or  heard  of,  which  had  been  been  built  by  the 
poor.  It  is  a  great  pit^,  it  has  been  (aid*  that  the  de- 
fign  of  this  buildiog  is  not  thoroughly  anfwered ;  but 
there  are  fome  mifcreottts^  who  would  rather  ftarve  in 
ficknefs,  or  old  age,  than  not  guzzle  a  penny  urtheir 
health  and  youth. 

This  obfervation  we  muft  allow  to  be  true  in 
part;  for  it  is  generally  obfervcdi  that,  in  a  large 
body  of  men,  fuch  as  the  keelmen,  whofe  em. 
ployment  in  life  is  laborious  and  hazardous,  many 
of  them  are  not  over  much  concerned  for  futurity. 
But  it  was  (hrewdly  laid,  that  if  there  wai  thought- 
\tS&A  btlaw  Jiairs^  there  was  artifice  ahwti  and 
that  the  fitters  and  coal-owners  dreaded  the  in« 
dependency  of  fuch  a  yaft  body  of  men,  (hould  tliey, 
by  economy,  grow  opulent,  and  fo  become  turbulent 
and  ungovernable ;  and  therefore  coonterad^d  and 
undermined  this  laudable  fcheme«  We  hope,  bow- 
ever,  that  this  infinuation  againft  gentlemen  of  io 
much  honour  and  humanity,  is  not  corred,  and  is 
only  founded  on  mifreprcfentation. 

We  cannot  omit  inferting  here  a  note  refpeding 
the  Keelmen's  Hofpital,  left  in  the  manufcript  of  our 
deceafed  friend,  from  whom  we  have  derived  much 
original  information. 

^  The  late  alderman  Simpfon  having  bequeathed 
one  hundred  pounds  to  this  hofpital,  the  feUowtng 
very  beautiful  acknowledgment  of  his  bounty  was 
affixed  on  the  fouth  fide  oi:  the  hofpital,  fronting  tha 
Shields  turnpike^road. 

In  the  year  1786, 

The  intereft  of  icxjI.  at  5  per  cent,  for  ever, 

(o  be  annually  dillributed, 

on  the  twent  j^thtrd  day  oi  Decemberi 

anneng 
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among  the  ten  oldeft  keelmen 
refident  in  the  hofpttal, 
v»  left  fay 
JoHM  StMttoii»  Efit*  of  BrmOtf, 
aldennaa  of  the  toixnt 
and  forty  yetrs  governor  of  the  hoaftmem'i  eonfognj. 
Hie  graufttl  obje^  of  his  rcmembranct 
have  caufed  this  ftone  to  be  ereded, 
that  pofterity  may  knov 
the  donor's  worth, 
and  be  ftimahted  to  follow 
an  example  fo  benevolenti  [ 

Variouft  attempts  wert  made  to  reduce  the  pn>* 
pofed  penny  a  tide  by  each  keelman,  to  fi»me  con* 
fiftcAt  iin4  effoifhial  plan,  during  many  yeara^  but  all 
[Mpoved  abortive ;  fo  that  the  real  keelmen  who  be* 
longed  to  that  focicty,  finding  their  number  inad^ 
qitate  to  ru4)ply  the  exigencies  of  their  fick  and 
aged  members,  were  obliged  to  extend  their  plan, 
and  to  permitlandmen  as  well  as  waterman  to  be*- 
come  members.  But  very  few  keelmen,  belonging 
to  the  many  fitters  and  coal-owners  on  the  river 
Tyne,  chufing  to  join  this  mixed  fociety,  feveral  of 
tbe  more  intelligent  ikippers  and  keelmen  iiet  about 
drawing  up  a  fcheme  for  a  permanent  refource  for 
the  wants  and  neceilities  of  their  members.  This 
fcheme  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the  magiftratea 
and  fitters,  an  application  was  made  to  parliament ; 
and,  after  due  deliberation  of  that  body,  an  ad  waa 
pafled,  faodioning  the  {ibheme,  with  fome  judicious 
improvements* 

Gratitude  prompts  us,  on  this  occafion,  to  tender 
our  acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Unwell,  for  his  readt- 
nefs  in  accommodating  us  with  a  copy  of  the  ad  and 
by-laws,  with  whatever  other  information  we  widied 
to  be  poflefled  of,  refpeding  tbe  keelmen's  fociety. 

Th? 
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The  by-laws,  whicK  are  fubjoined  to  the  aft,  ecpbractf 
fo  much  wifdom  and  humanity,  that  the  refources 
for  the  iick  and  infirm  pf  that  body  promife  to  be 
ef  a  duration  equal. to  that  of  the  coaUtr^de  itfelf. 

The  law  for  this  benevolent  purpofe  is  intituled, 
•*  An  ad  for  eftabliihing  a  permanent  fund,  for  the 
relief  and  fupport  of  (kippers  and  keelmen  employed 
on  the  river  Tyne,  who  by  ficknefs,  or  other  acci- 
dental misfortunes,  or  by  old  age,  Ihall  not  be  able 
to  maintain  themfelves  and  their  families  ;  and  alfo 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  children  of  fuch 
ftippers  and  keelmen/*-i-This  ad  was^  pafied  ia 
the  year  1788. 

By  the  by-laws  fubjoined  to  the  aft,  the  weekly 
allowances  to  fick  or  fuperannuated  members  are 
follow : 

To  tho(e  who  are  diikbled  by  temporary  lamenefs  £.  /.  d, 
orficknefs  .•-..-o5» 
To  tfaofe  who  are  fopenuinuated  or  difabled  by  age  035 
To  widows  widiottc  chSdreo  •  •  -016 
To  widows  having  two  children  -  •  -  o  2  » 
To  widows  having  more  than  two  children       •        026 

Superannuated  members,  unable  to  work  at  the 
keels,  are  allowed  to  obtain  any  other  employment  ; 
but  if  they  can  thereby  earn  at  the  rate  of  four  fliil- 
liftgs  per  week  or  upwards,  their  allowance  from  the 
fund  is  then  reduced  according  to  the  following 
table. 

If  earnings  amount  to  To  receive  from  the  fund 

4s.  per  week  and  under  5s.  as.  6d.  per  week. 

5S.  per  week  and  under  6s.  as.  od.  per  week. 

6s.  per  week  and  under  7s.  is.  od.  per  week. 

7s.  per  week  and  under  8s.  Nothing. 

If  8s.  or  more,  they  are  to  contribute  6d.  per  week  to  the  fond. 

THE 
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THE  INFIRMARY. 

Inftant  a  glorious  angcl-train  defccndl. 
The  Charities,  to-wit,  of  rofy  hup-; 
Sweet  love  their  looks  a  gentle  radiance  lends. 
And  with  ieraphic  flame  compalfion  blends. 
At  once  delighted  to  their  charge  they  .fly : 
When,  lo !  a  goodly  hofpital  afcends ; 
In  which  they  bade  each  lenient  aid  be  nighj 
That  could  the  (Iclc-bed  fmooth  of  that  fad  company. 
It  was  a  worthy  edifying  light. 
And  gi^es  to  human  kind^  peculiar  grace. 
To  fee  kind  hands  attending  day  and  night, ' 
With  tender  miniftry  from  place  to  place  ; 
Some  prop  the  head ;  fome  from  the  pallid  face 
Wipe  eff  the  faint  cold  dews  weak  nature  fheds  ; 
Some  reach  the  healing  draught ;  the  whilft,  to  chace 
The  fear  fupreme,  around  their  foften'd  beds 
Some.bely  man,  by  prayer,  all  opening  heaven  difpreds* 

Thomson's  Castlb  or  Indolbmcs. 

In  defcribinj  this  truly  philanthropic  and  exten-* 
five  inftitution,  we  cannot  adopt  a  better  mode  than 
copying  the  moft  efTential  parts  of  the  account  re- 
cently pabllflicd  by  authority  of  the  governors. 

"  To  counterbalance  the  various  evils  and  miferies 
ofjifc,"  fays  an  elegant  and  humane  writer,  "Provi- 
dence has  planted  in  our  natures  a  benevolent  prin- 
ciple, which  inclines  us,  by  an  involuntary  emotion, 
to  relieve  the  diftrcfles  of  our  fellow-creatures,  and 
giYes  us  the  pureft  and  mod  fenfible  pleafure  for  our 
teward/*  From  the  univerfal  difiufion  of  this  ami- 
able principle,  few  projects  calculated  to  alleviate 
the  futferings  of  the  lower  orders  of  fociety  have,  in 
this  age  and  nation,  failed  of  meeting  with  effedual 
fupport :  and,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  country  has 
been  more  confpicuous  than  the  town  and  neigh- 

S  s  bour- 
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boarhocd  of  Newcaftle,  in  patronizing  eftablifliments 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  under  the  aggravated  afflic- 
tions  of  want  and  difeafe. 

*'  A  flight  flcetch  of  the  origin  and  (late  of  the  In- 
firmary  will  be  a  neceflary  introdudion  to  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  plan  lately  adopted  for  its  exten- 
fion  and  internal  improvement. 

Tbe  origin  and  preferU  Jlate  of  the  Infirmary. . 

••  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1751,  the  members 
of  a  refpcdable  fociety  in  Newcaftle  refolved,  on 
account  of  the  deaths  of  fome,  and  the  advancing 
age  of  others,  of  their  body,  to  difcontinue  their  ftated 
meetings :  but,  previous  to  their  doing  fo,  to  leave 
fome  permanent  memorial  of  the  fociety  having  exift- 
ed,  by  the  propofal  of  fome  proje6l  of  public  utility. 
On  the  day  appointed  for  this  benevolent  purpofe, 
the  late  eminent  furgeon,  Mr,  Richard  Lambert,  then 
a  young  man,  fuggelled  the  eltablifliment  of  an  In- 
firmary ;  and  this  appearing  more  beneficial  than  any 
other  project  which  had  been  prefented,  met  with 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  meeting.*  In 
confequence,  a 'letter,  figncd  K.  B.  was  inferted  in 
the  Newcaftle  papers,  ftrongly  recommending  a  fub- 
fcription  for  efFedling  fo  defirable  an  objetft.  A  fub- 
fcription  was  accordingly  opened,  on  the  9th  of  Feb. 
1^51,  and  foon  attrafted  the  notice  of  the  following 
diftinguilhed  charadlers :  the  earl  of  Northumbc^ 
land,  the  lord  bifhop  of  Durham,  lord  Ravenfworth, 
Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.  George  Bowes,  efq.  tlic 
mayor  of  Newcaftle,  (R^Jph  Sowerby,  efq.)  Sir  T. 

Claveringi 

•  Mr.  Jofcph  Airey,  Mr.  George  and  Mr.  Ralph  Hcadlanit 
and  Mr.  Richard  Burdus,  were  alfo  members  of  this  fociety^  and 
the  earlieft  bencfaftors  to  the  Infirmary. 
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Clavering,  bart.  Sir  Henry  Grey,  bart.  and  Matthew 
Ridley,  cfq.  To  introduce  the  names  of  all  the 
benefactors  to  this  ufeful  eftabliihment  would  far  ex- 
ceed  the  limits  prefcribed  to  this  (ketch :  but,  in 
grateful  teftimony  of  the  benevolence  of  the  original 
contributors  to  the  building,  a  lid  of  their  names  and 
donations  is  fubjoined. 

**  On  the  2ift  of  March,  T751,  it  was  refolved  to 
carry  the  charity  into  immediate  effed  ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  a  temporary  houfe,  capable  of  holding 
twenty-three  beds,  was  hired ;  and  application  was 
made  to  the  corporation  for  a  piece  of  ground  on  the 
Forth  banks,  on  which  the  Infirmary  now  (lands. 

**  On  the  5th  of  September  the  firft  (lone  of  the 
building  was  laid  by  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph  But- 
ler, lord  bilhop  of  Durham ;  and  on  the  8th  of  Odi. 
1752,  the  edifice  being  completely  fitted  up,  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

*'  The  Infirmary  (lands  in  .an  open,  dry,  elevated 
fituation,  at  a  (hort  didance  from  the  town,  and  from 
the  river  Tyne.  The  out-grounds  are  convenient, 
and  command  a  pleafing  profpe(^  of  the  adjoining 
country.  The  building  is  of  (lone,  and  prefents  a 
plain  but  elegant  front  to  the  fouth  ;  from  the  eadem 
extremity  there  runs  northward  a  fpacious  wing  front- 
ing the  caft.  The  principal,  or  fouth  front,  contains 
four  dories,  the  bafement,  the  ground  floor,  the 
chamber,  and  the  attia  The  wing  is  two  (lories 
high,  with  an  attic  ward  at  its  northern  extremity. 
The  ground  floor  is  thirteen  feet,  the  chamber  twelve, 
and  the  attic  flory  nine  feet  high.  The  offices  arc 
placed  behind  the  front  and  the  wing,  with  which 
they  nearly  form  a  quadrangle,  indofiiig  a  fquare 
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paved  yard ;  but  the  offices  being  low,  the  Infirroary, 
from  without,  is  capable  of  a  complete  ventilation. 

**  With  refpecl  to  interior  arrangements,  it  has  hi- 
therto had  all  the  faults  of  the  older  hofpitals.  Some 
of  the  wards  are  too  large,  and  all  of  them  too  much 
crowded.  The  galleries  in  the  wing,  which  ought 
to  have  aded  as  ventilators  to  the  houfe,  being  clofed 
up  at  one  end,  the  ventilation  is  completely  obftrud- 
ed ;  while  an  ill-contrived  neceffary,  placed  in  each, 
contaniinates  the  air.  One  room  only  is  fet  apart 
for  the  reception  of  a  fingle  patient,  when  affedcd 
with  a  dangerous  difeafe  ;  and  it  is  allotted  for  thofe 
who  have  undergone  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  AH 
the  bedlleads  in  the  houfe  are  made  of  wood^  and 
have  flockmattralTes. 

Plan  Jbf  the  internal  improvement  and  extenfion  of 
the  Infirmary. 

"  From  this  account  of  the  interior  drrarigerocnts 
of  the  Infirmary,  it  will  appear,  that  it  has  hitherto 
been  by  no  means  fo  well  calculated  as  might  have 
been  wiflied,  for  giving  relief  ih  thofe  difeafei^  ifl 
which  quiet,  reft,  and  pure  air,  at6  efffential  to  reco- 
very. In  large  wards,  where  miitQal  mifery  and  dif- 
turbance  continually  prevail,  the  difeafes  of  patients 
are  often  in  danger  of  being  rather  aggravated,  than 
remedied  or  relieved. 

*•  A  queftion  then  naturally  occurs,  •  Ar6  thefe 
evils  neceffarily  and  infeparably  attached  to  Infirma. 
ries  ?  Or  do  they  fpring  from  faults  which  are  ca|)a- 
ble  of  being  redlified  ?'  With  a  view  to  attfaA  the 
attention  and  known  humanity  of  the  fupporters  of 
this  inftitutton  to  the  cofifideration  of  a  queftioii  fo 
knportant,  a  printed  paper,,  in  the  form  of  a  letter, 

was 
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was  tranfmittcd  by  I>r.  Clark  to  every  governor,  on 
the  nth  of  June,  1801,  containing  the  *  refult  of  ao 
enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  various  Infirmaries ;  a  coib- 
parative  view  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  pradice  in  the 
improved,  and  in  the  older  hofpitals ;  and  a  propofal 
for  the  internal  improvement  and  extenfion  of  that 

atNewcaftle.' 

'*ln  confequence  of  the  remarks  contained  in  this 
psiper,  the  following  governors,  together  with  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  charity,  were,  at  a 
fpecial  court  held  on  Thiirfday,  June  25,  (Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  bart.  M.  P.  in  the  chair)  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, •  for  the  purpofe  of  Contidering  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  propofed  internal  government  rf  the  In- 
firmary, procuring  plans  of  the  propofed  extenfion 
of  the  building,  and  eftimsttes  of  the  expences  at- 
tending the  fame,  an4  caufing  a  report  of  their  pro^ 
ceedings  and  opinion,  thereon  to  be  printed  and  cir* 
cnlated  among  the  governors,  previous  to  the  anni» 
verfary  meeting  in  Auguft  :"  viz. 

ThctAsiM  BiggCt  efq.  James  Loft,  ef^. 

Nathaniel  Clayton,  efq.  Chafes  Ogk,  dfq» 

Tlibiiias  Gibfon,  efq.  Rev.  Dr.  Proflbr. 

Tho.  £.  Headlam,  efq.  R.  H.  Willbunfonp  tfq. 

Anth.  Hopper,  efq.  Nich.  Walton,  efq, 

WiUiam  Lloyd,  efq.  Rev.  Jona.  Walton. 

"  On  the  ^ift  of  July,  the  abo.Ve  committee,  havA 
ing  previoufly  with  great  attention  examined  the  in-^ 
ternal  ftate  of  tlie  Infirmary,  circulated  ^mong  the 
governors  a  moft  important  report  on  the  defedls  of 
the  Infirmary,  and  the  moil  efFeclual  mcaps  of  reme* 
dying  them. 

••  The  principal  caufe  of  the  contamination  of  th« 
air  in  the  whole  houfe/'  the  committee  obferve, 

••  arifcs 
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•'  arifes  from  the  long  ward  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
ving  (containing  twenty  beds),  and  that  immedi- 
ately adjoining  (containing  feven  beds),  which  from 
their  iituation  will  not  admit  of  being  converted  into 
well- aired  lodging  rooms."  They  propofe  **  to  con- 
vert thefe  into  pbyficians'  and  furgeons'  confulting 
rooms,  a  waiting  hall  for  the  patients,  and  a  difpen- 
fary,  (all  of  which  neceilkry  accommodations  are  at 
prefent  very  imperfed)  and  to  remove  an  extremely 
ctFenfive  neceflary  in  the  paffage."  The  committee 
confider  the  long  ward  on  '•  the  fecond  floor  of  the 
wing  (containing  twenty-thrCe  beds)  capable  of 
complete  ventilation,  by  fubftituting  a  water-clofet 
for  the  neceOTary,  opening  the  gallery  at  each  end, 
and  dividing  the  ward  into  three  apartments,  con- 
taining fix  beds  each.  The^  adjoining  ward  on  the 
fame  floor  of  the  wing,  they  would  convert  into  a 
dining-room  for  the  female  patients ;  and  that  im- 
mediately above,  into  a  comfortable  apartment  for 
three  patients.*' 

The  wards  in  the  front  appeared  alfo  ''  too  muclr 
crowded,  ^nd  in  fummer  to  fuflfer  much  from  the 
heat  of  the  fun."  The  committee  propofe,  '*  that 
inftead  of  eleven,  thefe  wards  (hall  contain  only  fe* 
yen  beds  each,  and  that  every  window  have  ftrong 
Venetian  blinds  on  the  outiide.  Alfo  that  two 
fmall  rooms,  now  differently  occupied,  be  converted 
into  wards,  each  to  contain  two  beds.'' 

**  To  obtain  a  fuccelHon  of  pure,  frefli  air,"  they 
tccommend,  "  that  every  window  have  a  portion  of 
each  pane  in  the  top  of  the  upper  fa(h  cut  away, 
and  a  trame  of  glafs  placed  on  a  crofs  bar,  moveable 
on  it  by  hinges,  fo  as  to  make  a  greater  or  leis  angle 
with  the  window,  and  confequently  to  admit  more 
'  or 
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or  lefs  air  at  pleafure,  rifing  towards  the  cieling.f 
A]fo  that  apertures  be  made  through  the  walls  into 
the  gallery,  oppofite  to  the  windows  in  each  ward ; 
baring  doors  turning  on  fwirels,  which  may,  if  ne- 
ccffarj,  be  locked,  to  prerent  the  patients  from 
(hutting  them/' 

*<  As  bedfteads  conftruded  of  wood  are  prolific 
foorces  for  the  propagation  of  vermin,  and  as  com- 
plete cleanlinefs  cannot  be  effeded  in  Infirmaries 
where  fuch  furniture  is  ufed/'  the  committee  aifo 
propofe  to  have  '*  all  the  bedfteads  made  of  ham* 
mered  iron,  with  joints,  to  turn  up  in  the  day  time, 
and  to  ftand  with  their  heads  againft  the  wall.  Some 
of  the  iron  bedfteads,  in  every  ward,  to  have  a  fcrew 
to  raife  or  lower  the  back,  for  altering  the  pofition  of 
patients  when  in  a  weak  ftate/' 

••  Having  pointed  out  thefe  improvements,  the 
committee  declare  it  to  be  their  *'  decided  opinion, 
that  the  air  can  never  be  kept  pure,  if  more  than 
fifty  patients  are  admitted  into  the  old  building.  Ac* 
commodations  will  therefore  be  wanting  for  thirty* 
four  in-patients,  according  to  the  prefent  eftabliih* 
meat,  as  well  as  feparate  rooms  for  patients  under 

dan* 


f  Still  more  cfiFeAuallf  to  difiFufe  the  air  equally,  it  Is  pro- 
pofed  to  convey  it  from  without,  by  a  wooden  tube  placed  under 
tke  floor,  and  opening  into  the  middle  of  each  room,  with  a  valve 
to  (hut  at  pleafare ;  and  to  carry  off  the  vitiated  air,  by  means  of 
an  apertare  and  valve  in  the  cieling,  immediately  above  the  open- 
ing in  the  floor  below,  communicating  with  a  fimilar  tube,  which 
terminates  in  a  brick  funnel,  running  parallel  with  the  chimney, 
to  the  top  of  the  building.  In  calm  weather,  or  when  the  at« 
mofphere  in  any  of  th^  wards  becomes  tainted  by  particular  dlf« 
eafes  of  the  patients^  it  is  propofcd  to  fix  a  ftove  grate  in  every 
funnel  in  the  garret,  to  accelerate  the  motion  of  the  air,  and 
caxry  off  contagious  vapours. 
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dangerous  difeafes.  an^  afit^r  operations  .ojf  iPASOl^ 
tilde,  when  perfect  guUt  sktidpurx  air  a^ce  fp  e^Qt^tjal 
to  recovery/*  To  ooibrace  thefe  impoiitaiit  pbje<39, 
and  to  place  this  charity  on  a  footing  with  tba  mo|t 
approved  Infirmaries,  the  committee  propofe  **  an 
eztenfion  of  the  building." 

In  planning  this  exteniiop,  it  was  the  leading  ob- 
JG€t  to  efTedt  complete  ventilation  both  in  the  .^w 
and  in  the  /old  houfe.     £or  this  teafon  the  quadran- 
gular form  has  been  avoided,  and  the  new  buUdiqg, 
•infteadof  being  added  as  a  wing  correfpondent  to 
the  other,  is  to  commence  immediately  where  the 
front  galleries  of  the  prefent  building  terminate  to- 
wards the  weft.     JE^ch  ftory  is  to  confift  of  a  fiogle 
row  of  wards,  and  a  gallery,t  which  will  bav^  a 
fouthern  afped,  and  will  communicate  with  thofe  qf 
the  old  houfe ;  by  which  means  a  thorough  ventila- 
tion of  both  buildings  will  be  fecured ;   while  ^be 
.new  wards  will  not  only  enjoy  the  benefit  of  every 
contrivance  for  ventilation  which  has  already  been 
.mentioned,  bur;  having  a  northern  afpcdl,  wiU  be 
.protedcd  from  the  inconvenience  of  the  heat  in  (unL. 
mer,  experienced  in  the  old  houfe.     Still  more  e^eo- 
.lually  to  fecure  a  fupply  of  frcfli,  pure  air,  ventilat- 
ing xrofs  galleries,  with  a  fire  place  in.each,  are  .pro* 
pofed  to  be  conllruded  in  the  fecpn^.  and  third  fto- 
ries,  between  the  new  and  the  old  .building.     Thefe 
are  lilfo  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of  dining-rooms  for  the 
male  patients,  and  fuch  patients  as  are  able  to  fit  upi 
.^re  to  remain  in  tliem  fome  hours  daily*    during 

which 


f  The  new  building  will  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-fivc  ftet 
Jong,  and  the  gallery  fix  feet  fix  inches  broad  ;  in  wl^ch  t^ie  pa^» 
ticnts  will' be  allowed  to  walk  when  the  weather  is  wet. 
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which  time  their  bedding  is  to  be  carried  into  the 
open  air»  and  the  wards  expofed  to  ventilation* 

'*  The  committee  having  paid  lb  much  attention  to 
the  obtaining  fupplies  of  pure,  frefh  air,  andaifotg/ 
its  equal  diftribution,  have  further  recommended 
that  a  ufeful  invention  of  Mr.  Mofer's  ifaouki  be  in«- 
troduced  in  the  con(lru<flion  of  the  new  building,  by 
which  atmofpheric  air,  paflidg  through  a  fquare 
opening  made  in  the  wall  on  a  level  with  the  floor  in 
the  bafement  ftory,  is  heated  by  a  fand-bath,  and  is 
conveyed,  by  earthen  tubes  placed  perpendicularly, 
into  the  galleries;  and  thence  into  the  wards. 

**  Each  ward,  containing  flx  bediteads,  will  have 
two  windows  in  front,  and  alfo  two  ladled  windows  in 
the  back  wall,  in  a  dired  line  with  thofe  in  the  front 
and  in  the  gallery.  The  wards  with  two  beds  will 
have  each  a  window  in  front,  and  alfo  in  the  back 
wall,  in  the  fame  diredion.  By  this  means  the  moll 
complete  thorough  ventilation  may  be  obtained  at  all 
t^mes.  The  bafement  (lory,  eleven  feet  high,  will 
contain  hot,  cold,  vapour,  and  Ihower  baths,  a  laun« 
dry,  and  other  requiiite  offioes4  The  fecond  and 
third  ftories,  fourteen  feet  high,  will  contain  four 
wards,  each  twenty-five  by  twenty -four,  capable  of 
holding  fix  beds  each ;  and  the  fourth  tlory,  five 
rooms,  each  twenty-five  by  twelve,  in  which  ape  to 
be  lodged  only  one  patient,  and  a  convalefcent  or  a 
narfe.  Thefe  rooms  are  to  be  allotted  to  patients 
in  dangerous  complaints,  or  after  operations  of  mag- 
nitude, and  are  therefore  properly  placed  on  -the 
iame  floor  with  the  opera tion-room. 

^  To  the  weft  end  of  the  new  building  it  is  profN>fe4 
to  annex  two  wards  with  fix  bedOfads  each,  and 
two  wards  with  two  bedfteads  each,  together  with  a 

T  t  kitchen, 
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kitchen,  wafli-houfe,  and  watcr-clofet,  for  infeftious 
fevers  of  accidental  occurrence.  There  will  be  a 
door  at  the  end  of  the  gallery,  communicating  with 
the  ftair-cafe  belonging  to  thefe  wards,  for  the  con- 
venience of  removing  patients  from  the  Infirmary, 
but  which,  afterwards,  will  be  kept  (hut,  to  prevent 
the  contagion  from  fpreading. 

**  Every  floor  in  the  new  houfe  will  have  a  nurfc^s 
room,  fcullery,  and  water-clofet,  conveniently  fitu- 
atcd,  and  abundantly  fupplicd  with  water  from  a 
large  leaden  ciftern,  placed  on  the  top  of  the  new 
building,  where  it  joins  the  old  Infirmary.  From 
this  ciftern  the  wards  in  the  new  building,  and  wa- 
ter-clofets  and  wards  in  the  old  houfe,  are  alfo  to  be 
fupplied ;  by  which  ftieans  cleanlinefs  will  be  more 
readily  and  expeditioufly  efFefted. 

**  The  committee  prefented  the  report,  of  which  the 
above  is  an  abridged  account,  to  a  fpecial  court  held 
on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  1801,  (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  bart, 
M.  P.  in  the  chair)  when,  after  mature  deliberatioo, 
and  examination  of  the  plans  ^nd  elevation  of  the 
propofed  new  building,  the  following  motions,  among 
feveral  others,  were  made  by  Sir  J.  E.  Swinburne, 
bart.  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to : 

**  I.  That  this  court,  being  of  opinion  that  the 
Infirmary,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  is  but  ill  calculated  to 
anfwer  the  benevolent  purpofes  of  fuch  an  inftitU- 
tion,  do  approve  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
dated  21ft  July. 

•*  2.  That  a  fubfcription  be  entered  into,  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  into  execution  the  plan  propofed 
by  the  faid  committee,  for  the  improvement  and  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  Infirmary/' 

"  The 
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*•  The  following  gentlemen,  in  addition  to  the 
former  conimittcc,  viz.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  bart.  M.  P. 
C.  J.  Brandling,  efq.  M.  P.  the  hon.  C.  Grey,  M.  P. 
T.  R.  Beaumont,  efq.  M.  P.  Sir  R.  Milbanke,  bart. 
M.  P.  Rowland  Biirdon,  efq.  M  P*  the  mayor  of 
Ncwcaftle,  Samuel  Lawton,  efq.  and  the  rev.  Fred. 
Ekins,  were  appointed  a  committee  for  improvement, 
with  full  powers  to  carry  into  efFedl  the  objefts  con* 
taincd  in  the  report. 

*'  The  fubfcription  was  opened  by  a  draft  for  500I. 
inclofed  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  duke  of 
Northumberland,  in  which  his  grace  exprcfles,  in  the 
moll  polite  terms,  his  high  opinion  of  the  utility  of 
the  Infirmary,  and  his  wifti  that  the  propofed  im- 
provements  might  be  carried  into  tffeGt.  The  fums 
fablcribed  at  this  court  exceeded  1600I. 

**  On  the  23d  of  September  the  foundation-ftone 
of  the  new  building  was  laid  by  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
bart.  M.  P.  as  reprefentative,  upon  thisoccafion,  of 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland.  The  fub- 
fcription, at  this  time,  amounted  to  2,8171.  3s.^  and  it 
is  a  pleafing  circumftance  to  remark,  that  the  repre- 
fcntatives  of  the  moft  diftinguiftied  families,  connedt- 
edwith  the  interefts  of  the  three  counties  ofNew- 
caftle,  Durham,  and  Northumberland,  have,  with 
the  utraoft  liberality,  humanely  contributed  to  carry 
into  perfedlion  this  benevolent  inftitution,  eftabliftied 
by  their  anceftors.*' 

It  is  with  unmixed,  encreafing  fatisfadion,  that  the 
raind  *•  who  fuffers  in  another's  woe,*'  dwells  upoa 
the  efforts  of  the  charitable,  and  the  Ikilfaljy  hu- 
mane, to  alleviate,  if  not  completely  remove,  the 
numerous  calsonities  which  often  are  the  lot  of  fuf* 
T.  t  a  fcriog 
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fering  humanity ;  and  on  that  account  we  have  been 
rattier  copious  in  our  extrafts  from  the  authentic 
plan  of  the  admirable  inilttution  of  the  public  Infir« 
mzryf  of  Newcaftle,  both  in  its  original  ftate,  and  in 
tts  intended  improvements^  ^hich  aie  rapidlj  going 
forward.  We  (hall,  therefore,  only  lay  before  our 
readers  a  very  few  more  interefting  obfervations,  fe- 
lefled  from  the  detailed  account  c^  this  noble  cha- 
rity, politely  communicated  to  u&  by  Mr.  Airey,  the 
fecretary. 

In  pefufing  the  reports  of  the  profeffional  gentle* 
men,  wbo^  in  order  to  procure  every  degiee  of  u&fut 
information,  have  compared  the  {dans  of  Infirmaries* 
not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  of  the  mod  eminent 
in  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Sec.  we  cannot  withhold 
our  mite  of  grateful  acknowledgment  for  their  laudi- 
able,  and  w%  hope  fuccefsful,  induftry,  ia  their  re- 
ports recently  publifhed. 

The  neceffity  and  importance  of  the  principal  inv- 
ptovements  of  the  Infirnuiry  are  comprehended  ua» 
der  the  foUoy&ing  regulations. 

s.  Accommodation  for  in-patients. 
2,  Redttflion  of  the  number  of  patients  in  the  ward^. 
3«  Regulate  ventilation* 
.   4.  Clefmlinefs* 
5*  Tbjft  fbparation  of  patients,  and  their  divifion  and  ar- 
rangement according  to  difeafe. 

6.  Difeafes  which  are  proper  for  reception  into  an  Infir- 

mary, and  thofe  which  ought  not  to  be  received. 

7.  Improvement  of  the  medical  fcience. 

8.  Medical  library,  and  anatomical  preparations. 

Then  follows  a  caiidid  and  plain  ftatement  of  the 
finances  of  the  Infirmary,  and  the  expence  to  be  in- 
curred  by  its  improvement  and  extenfion^    From 

lega- 
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legacies,  benefadions,  S^.  the  prefent  annual  in- 
come  amounts  to  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fixty^fisc  pounds  eighteen  fliillings.  The  new  im- 
prorements  will  coft  four  thouCsnd  pounds. 

The  foUowing  is  a  lift  of  the  original  fubfcribers 
towards  buildmg  the  Infirmary  in  the  year  175I. 


Cr.  Boder»  tiibop  of 
Dvrhai%  lOoL  fct 
fire  yesrv  and  to- 
wards the  building  £.  fc 
Earl  of  NoKthointo'L    ^00 
SrWakerBlackettf  bt.  aco 
Biibop  of  Ok)9cefter      100 
Lady  Windfor  loo 

Lord  Ilave»fvoith        soo 
Lord  Crewe's  troftees    1 00 
Mrs.  Tomlinfim,  trli^^ 
oftfac&cv.I>r.Toin- 
li]ifos»ofWluckhain  too 
Mcfln,  Davidibns  and 

MObaiik 
Quaiterlj  meeting  of 
people  caUed  Qua* 
ktt%,  Duriuun 
John  Steavenibn^  efq. 
Laascelot  Allgood,  efq,  go 
Matthew  Ridley,  efq.      50 
Uatduw  White,  efq. 
Dr.  Rothenon,  of  Hex- 
ban,  in  pari  of  the 
produce  of  a  courfe 
of  experimental  phi- 
kfoph  J  by  biin  gf?en 


100    0 


70 
5« 


SO 


0 
10 

o 
o 

0 


f<»r  the  benefit  of  tint 
charity  £.  4a    • 

Matdiew  Belt»  efq.  31  10 
Thomas  Davifofi,  t6i.  51  lo 
John  Davifofl^  efq.  30  ^ 
Wilfiam  Ord»  efq.  21    o 

Mr.  T.  Croeier,  Loadott  sc  o 
Mrs.  Martha  White  at  o 
B.  K.  a  ptrCatk  unknown  20  o 
Mrs.  Whitfidd  20    o 

Richard  Wilkinfon,  efq. 

Durham  20    o 

Mrs.  Grace  Ord  15  i( 

Rev.  Dr.  Blaiki  10  xo 

Percival  Clennell,  efq.  to  xo 
MifsClennell  10  xo 

Richard  Grieire»  eiq.  of 

Alnwick  to  xo 

Mr.  3.  Handcock  xo  xo 

Mrs.  Liddell,  of  Newton  10  to 
Mr.  Daniel  Hodgfon  10  xO 
Sir  Hagh  Lawfon,  bart.  10  10 
Rev.  Dr.  Eden  10  xd 

John  Aircy,  efq.  to  xo 

Hen.  Tho.  Caff,  efq.  10  10 
Chrift.  Fawcett,  efq.  xo  xo 
John  Williams,  efq.        xo  xa 


Su6^ 
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Subfcribers  towards  the  prefent  extenjion  and  im- 
provement of  the  Infirmary^  up  to  Nov.  6,  i8oi. 

Dr.  Clarke 

William  Ingham,  cfq. 

James  Scott,  efq. 


D.  of  Northumber).  £-^oo 
Sir  J.  E.  S^inbarne»  bt.  loo 
Sir  M.W.  Ridley,  bart.  loo 
Ladj  Ridley  loo 

Sir  C*  Moncky  bait*  loo 
5irT.H.JLiddell,bait.  loo 
C.  J.  Brandling,  efq,  lOO 
William  Ord,  cfq.  loo    o 

Matthew  Bell,  efq.  loo  o 
T.  R.  Beaumont,  cfq.  loo  o 
The  Corporation  of 

Newcaftle  loo    o 

XiOrd  bifhop  of  Durham  loo    o 

Lord  Delaval 

EarlofTankerville 

Earl  of  Strathmorc 

Admiral  Roddam 

Alex.  Davifon,  ciq. 

Earl  Cowpcr  52   10 

W^illiam  Pcareth,  cfq. 

Hon.  C.  Grey,  M.  P. 

Mrs.  Harrifon 

H.  U.  Reay,  cfq. 

C.  W.  Bigge,  efq. 

William  Hargrave,  efq.  50 

Rowland  Burdon,  efq.     30 

M.  W,  Ridley,  cfq. 

William  Surtees,  efq. 

Sir  R.  Milbanke,  bart. 

John  Silvertop,  efq. 

William  Ruflell.  efq. 

Calverley  Bewicke,  efq.   ^w 

John  Graham  Clarke,efq.  25     o 

Ifaac  Cookfon,  efq.  25     o 

John  Walker,  efq.  25     o 

Charles  Ogle,  efq.  21     o 

Nicbohu  WaIton>  efq.      21     o 


100 

100 
100 
100 

ICO 

52 
50 
50 
50 
50 
5^ 


50 

50 

50 


Nathaniel  Clayton,  cfq. 
Rev.  John  Fawcett 
Thomas  Simpfon,  cfq. 
Alexander  Adams,  cfq. 
Jofcph  Forftcr,  cfq. 
John  T.  Biggc,  cfq. 
R.  H.  Williamibn,  cfq. 
Mr.  Robert  Ormflon 
Mr.  John  Barras 
Thomas  Maude,  eCq, 
T.  E.  Headlam,  cfq. 
Rev.  F.  Ekins 
Thomas  Bigge,  cfq. 
H.  Ibbctfon,  efq. 
Mrs.  Ibbctfon 
George  Lake,  efq. 
Rev.  Dr.  Proflcr 
Anthony  Hopper,  cfq, 

Mr.  Edward  Walker 

Samuel  Lawton,  cfq. 

Mr.  Smith 

James  Lofh,  efq. 

W.  O.  W.  Ogle,  cfq. 

Mr  Thomas  Watexs 

Mr  WiUiam  Lloyd 

Rev.  J,  Walton 

Job  Bulman,  cfq. 

Mr.  F.  Horn 

Mr.  Caleb  Angas 

Mrs.  Jobling 

Barber-Surgeons*  Comp. 

Mr.  John  Patterfon 

Mr.  John  Airey 

Mr.  H.  Johnfoa  . 
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Then  follow  the  ftatutes  and  rules  for  the  go- 
vernment of  this  charity-  Thefe  regulations,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  in  all,  do  great  credit  to  the 
judgment  and  humanity  of  the  governors,  and  of  the 
mcical  and  fargical  men^bers. 

Upon  the  whole,  when  the  new  ereflions  (hall  be 
comple!te4»  if  not  the  largeft,  we  have  no  doubt  it 
will  be  one  of  the  moft  ufcful  and  bed  regulated  ia 
Europe. 

The  prefent  eftabliihment  pf  the  lafirqiary  is  as 

follows. 

Grand  Visitor, 

THE  LOUD  BISHOP  OF  DURHAM, 

PRJESXDEKTS, 


Duke  of  Northumberland, 
Earlof  Tankcrvillc,       . 
Earl  of  Darlington, 


Dulce  of  Portland, 
Duke  of  Richmond, 
Mayor  of  Newcaflle. 


Vice  Presidekts, 


Sir  Henry  Grey,  bart. 

Sir  Mat.  White  Ridley,  baft. 

Sir  llio.  Hen.  Liddell,  bart. 


Earl  of  Strathmore, 
Charles  Brandling,  efq. 
Thomas  Richard  BeauipOD^  et|» 


TuEAsvRKa^  Thomas  Maude,  Efq. 


Physicians. 
John  Clark,  M-  D 
James  Wood,  M.  D. 
John  Ramfey,  M.  D. 
Robert  Stcavcnfon,  M. 


Suaoiuifs. 
Mr.  Richard  Bryan  Abbl^ 
Mr.  William  Ingham, 
Mr.  Richard  Keenlyfide» 
Mr.  Frederick  Horn. 


AfOTHECART,  I  SeC&STAET, 

Mr.  WiUiaip  Jackfon.  |  Mr.  John  Airey, 

C«AfLAl«,  I  MaTROH, 

Rev.  John  ^Hifoi^*  I  Mrs.  Mary  Jackfon. 

The  total  number  of  patients  cured  (iiice  the 
commcnccnient  of  the  Infirmary  was,  on  the  2d  of 
April,  i3oi.  tbirty-tbree  tboufand  and  twenty-fsven  ; 
befides  a  great  number  annually  difcharged  relieved. 

THE 
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THE  DISPENSARY. 

This  very  humane  inftitution  was  firft  opened  on 
Oftober  2,  1777,  *"  *  *^^^^^  ^^  Pilgrim- ft reet.  But, 
upon  the  funds  for  fupporting  this  laudable  charity 
accumulating,  the  governors  were  enabled  to  make 
a  purchafe  of  the  Mafon*s  Lodge,  in  Low  Friar-ftreet. 
This  is  an  elegant  and  well-finifhed  ftru6lure,  and 
pcrfedly  adapted  for  a  Difpcnfary.  It  is  adorned 
with  a  fine  front,  on  which  is  cut  out  the  date  of  the 
commencement  of  the  inftitution. 

We  will  not  enter  tedioufly  into  an  enumeration 
of  the  regulations  of  this  charity,  but  curforily  note 
fome  of  the  moft  important  to  be  known  by  the  in- 
habitants. 

In  general,  **  the  defign  of  this  inftitution  is  to  ad< 
minifter  advice  and  medicines  to  the  poor  confined 
to  their  own  habitations  by  ficknefs.**  The  limits 
for  vifiting  the  patients  are  Shields  road  bridge  to 
the  eaftward,  and  the  utmoft  extent  of  the-  town  to 
the  weft,  north,  and  fouth,  including  the  borough  of 
Gateftiead. 

The  objeds  of  this  Difpenfary  are  to  be  fuch  poor 
inhabitants  as  cannot  receive  proper  relief  from  the 
Newcaftle  Infirmary,  either  on  account  of  the  nature 
%£  their  difcafe,  or  when  unfafe  for  them  to  wait  till 
the  day  of  admiffion. 

The  apothecary  is  to  refidc  at  the  Difpenfary,  to 
receive  letters  of  recommendation,  and  to  keep  a  re- 
gifter  of  the  patients ;  but  is  not  to  pradlife  out  of 
the  Difpenfary  on  his  own  account. 

The  mayor,  or  any  of  the  aldermen,  are  to  recom* 
mend  for  thjc  corporation,  and  the  ftewards  for  the 
members  of  their  company. 

Each 
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.f,  '      r 

Each  fubfcriber  of  a  guinea  has  a  power  of  refcom- 
mending  four  patients  annually;  two  guineas,  eight; 
and,  when  paid  annually,  conftitutes  the  fubfcriber 
a  governor.  Ten  guineas  at  one  payment  conftitute^ 
a  governor  for  lifei  with  a  right  to  recommend  eight 
patients. 

Such  was  the  original  plan  of  this  admirable  cha« 
rity,  as  inftituted  1777-  It*  no  doubt,  will  afford 
the  compaflionate  and  humane  lingular  pleafure  to 
fee,  by  the  fubfequent  abftraft  from  the  account 
recently  publifhed,  the  gradual  and  encreafing  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  Difpenfary,  from  its  inftitution  to  Mi- 
chaelmas 1 80 1. 
Its  prefent  eftablifliment  is  as  follows  : 

Patron, 
THE  DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

PRKSIBENT^y 


Charles  Brandling,  tfq. 
George  Baker,  efq. 
}ofeph  Forftcr,  cfq.  mayors 


Marquis  of  Bnte, 

Sir  Mat.  White  RidUy,  bart. 

Sir  Tho.  Hen.  Liddcll,  bart. 

Vic£  Presidekts, 
Ralph  Carr,  c(q,  I  Ralph  Atkinfon,  cfq. 

Rowland  Burdon,  cfq.  |  Rev.  Dr.  Proffer. 

Matthew  Ltddell,  efq.  I  Mr.  Robert  Doubleday 

pHtSlCIANS. 


Dr.  Clarki 
Dr.  Young, 
Dr.  Ramfayy 


Dr.  Wood^ 
Dr.  SteavenfoBy 
Dr.  Pearfon. 


SvaoioM.  I  Visiting  Surceon^ 

Mr.  Anderfon.  I  Mr.  Murray. 

A?oTHECART,  Mr.  Wilkic, 

The  report  obferves,  that  this  charity  embraces 

three  important  objedts,  tiz.  relieving  difeafes  in  gt^ 

U  u  neral^ 
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ttered,  promoting  inoculation^  and  reftorihg  fujpended 
animation  by  drownings  &c.  lliefe  are  divided  into 
three  departments. 

**  The  number  of  patients  admitted  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefcnt  year  (i8oi),  and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
pradlice  in  their  feveral  difeafes,  are  exhibited  in  an 
annexed  table  ;  and  when  it  is  compared  with  thofe 
formerly  publifhed,  it  will  appear  that,  fince  the 
Commencement  of  the  charity,  thirty Jtx  tboufand 
feven  hundred  and  Jixty-feven  patients  have  been  ad- 
mitted, of  whom  tbiriy^three  tboufand /even  hundred 
andfbrty-two  have  been  cured. 

"  From  this  table  it  alfo  appears,  thzt  four  hundred 
and  twenty-five  patients,  labouring  under  fevers, 
were  admitted  during  thp  courfe  of  the  year.  The 
unufual  prcvaleoce  of  this  difeafe,  ijot  in  Newcaftle, 
but  in  mod  of  the  iarge  {iowns  in  the  kingdom,  can 
only  be  imputed  to  the  fcarcity,  the  bad  ^uality^ 
and  the  high  price,  of  provifions.  The  harveft  in 
i860  was  late;  the  grain  and  potatoes  damaged; 
and  therefore  the  food  of  the  poor  has  not  only  been 
fcanty,  but  afforded  little  nutriment.  It  has,  how- 
ever, fortunately  happened,  that  the  fever  was  trad* 
able ;  and,  fr^m  the  exertions  of  this  charity,  few 
died.  But  the  good  effefts  of  this  department  of  the 
Difpenfary  have  not  been  confined  to  the  poor  alane, 
who  are  its  imoi^diate  objeds ;  for  in  fevers,  and 
other  infedlious  difeafes,  rules  of  prevention  ar^  car- 
ried into  execution  ;  by  which  means  contagion  has 
often  been  entirely  fiipprefled,  and  its  propagation, 
if  not  always  prevented,  kept  within  narrow  limits. 
Hence  Newcaftle,  for  many  years  p>aft,  has  been,  in 
a  great  meafute,  exempted  from  epidemic  difeafes/' 

'  In 
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In  eren  the  mod  fatal  of  all  difeafes,  fuch  as  drop- 
fios,  palfies,  and  other  diforders  proceeding  from 
wom->out  conditutionsy  or  the  decays  of  old  age, 
where,  though  death  is  inevitable,  yet  humanity  tf ill 
prompt  the  phyficians,  furgeons^  and  apothecary,  to 
contribute  every  aid  from  medicine,  to  foften  and 
aHeviate  painful  fymptoms.  In  doing  fo,  thefe  (kil- 
ful  profeifional  men  will  have  their  reward  in  their 
own  breads ! 

Inoculatiok.— Since  the  commencement  of  the 
Bifpenfary,  ibree  tboufand  and  forty-four  have  been 
inoculated,  of  which  only  fix  died.  The  natural 
fmall'pox  ufaally  carries  off  one  infix.  "  Therefore, 
had  the  number  above  inoculated  taken  the  natural 
difeafe,^^  hundred  andfeven  would  have  died ;  and 
if  the  fix  patients  who  died  under  the  different  ino* 
eolations  be  dedufted  from  the  lad  numbers,  fiv^ 
buHdred  and  one  will  remain,  as  the  lives  faved  by 
inoculation/* 

"  A  «K)d  providential  difcovery  having  been  made, 
that  the  cow-pox^  a  difeafe  to  which  that  animal  is 
fubjed  ia  fome  of  the  fouthern  counties  of  this 
illand,  when  taken  by  perfons  who  milked  the  cow, 
rendered  them  ever  afterwards  unfufceptible  of  re- 
ceiving the  infedion;  which  being  edablidied  by 
various  and  numerous  inoculations  of  the  matter 
from  the  cow-pock  ;  it  alio  appearing  that  the  vac- 
tine  was  attended  with  much  lefs  riik  than  the  va^ 
riohus  inoculation,  and  that  patients  under  the 
cow.poM  did  not  propagate  contagion;  it  was  judged 
an  indffpenfible  duty  to  adopt  this  pradice  at  the 
Difpcnfary." 

The  fird  vaccina  inoculation  was  performed  in  th^ 

fpring  of  this  prefent  year  ;  the  fuccefs  of  which  has 

U  u  2  proved 
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proved  greater  than  even  the  moft  fanguine  mind 
expedled ;  for,  of  two  hundred  and  Jjfteen  children 
inoculated,  only  two  failed  in  taking  the  difeafe,  and 
4^11  of  them  happily  recovered. 

"  It  was  purpofed  to  fabjeft  a  fufficient  number  of 
the  children,  who  had  undergone  the  vaccine  pox, 
to  variolous  inoculation,  in  order  to  confirm,  by 
ocular  evidence,  the  certainty  of  the  former  being 
an  antidote  to  the  latter  difeafe.  But  fuch  was  the 
prejudice  of  the  parents,  that  only  two  of  the  chil- 
dren who  had  pafled  through  the  cow-pox  were  al- 
lowed to  be  inoculated  for  the  fmall-pox,  and  it  pro- 
duced no  difeafe.  But  we  are  happy  in  adding,  that 
the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  vaccine  inoculation  now 
ftands  upon  a  very  broad  bafis  of  experiment ;  for  it 
appears,  from  the  report  of  the  Vaccine  Society,  in- 
ilituted  in  London,  which  has  been  lately  publi(hed» 
that  oijtxty  tboufand  perfons  who  have  been  already 
inoculated,  it  is  doubtful  whether  y&t^r  have  died; 
and  that  of  ten  tboufynd  who  have  been  re-inoculated 
with  the  fmall-pox,  not  a  Jingle  well-attejicd  cafe  ba« 
been  produced  of  the  patient  having  taken  the  dif- 
temper." 

We  fhall  clpfe  our  apcqunt  of  the  Difpenfary  by 
obferving,  that  in  th^  prefervativ^  depa^-tment  the 
governors  have  alfo  difplayed  their  philanthropy,  in 
providing  and  placing  in  proper  hpufes  the  neceffary 
inftruments  and  medicines  for  relloring  fufpended 
animation.  The  faculty  in  Newcsiftle,  Shields,  How- 
den-pans,  Wmlaton,  Swalwell,  and  New  burn,  arc 
medical  affiilants ;  and  fuch  plain  diredions  have 
been  publiftied,  that  any  fpedator  may  render  aiEft- 
ance  to  a  fellow.crcaturc  pp  the  ftrft  emergency. 

LYING. 
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LYING-IN   HOSPITAL, 
For  poor  Married  Women. 

This  compaffionatc  inftitution  was  §rft  opened  in 
RofemaryJane,  Oaober  i,  1760.  The  hofpital  is 
fituatcd  in  a  retired  fpot,  healthy  and  airy,  and  very 
fuitablc  for  the  purpofe.  The  accommodations,  at- 
tention, and  delicacy  towards  the  paueiits,  are,  like 
the  other  humane  inftitutions  of  Newcaftle,  laudable 
and  exemplary. 

This  is  over  the  front  door  >-Lieenfed  for  the 
public  reception  of  pregnant  women,  purfuant  to  m 
a£l  of  parliament  pajfed  in  the  i^th  year  (^ibe  reigm 
of  George  the  third. 

On  the  inner  fide  of  the  main  door  there  is  an  in- 
fcription  over  a  charity-box,  truly  appofitc : 

^BECAUSE  THERE  WAS  IfO  ROOM  FOR  HER  IN  THE  ZITV.** 

The  following  is  the  eft^blifliment 

Prisiosnt, 

THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

ViCB  Presidents. 

Sir  Matt.  W.  Ridley,  bart.    t  Ralph  Carr,  efc^. 

Charles  Brandling,  cfq.         I  Mailer  of  the  Trixuty-liOQie. 

Treasurer,  |  CHAFLAiMt 

Mr.  James  Atkinfon.  I  Rev«  M.  Manners. 

pHrSlCtAN|  I  S0R0B01f» 


Pr.  Wood.  I  Mr.  Bowes  Feowick. 

Matron  and  Midwife,        |  For  OuT-PATisiiTt« 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Reed.  |  Twelve  Midwives.  • 

The  rules  in  general  are  fiiuilar  to  thofe  of  the 
other  charitable  inftitutions,  but  upon  a  fmaller  fcale. 
Women  are  to  be  recommended  by  fubfcribers,  and 
muft  produce  certificates  of  their  marriage.  If  fud- 
denl/  taken  ill,  the  matron  muft  attend  them  at 

their 
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their  own  habitations,  or  there  is  a  chair  provided 
by  the  charity  to  convey  thera  to  the  hofpital. 

The  phyfician  and  furgeon,  both  Ikilled  in  mid- 
wifery, are  to  dehver  the  women  in  all  difficult  cafes, 
inftrudl  the  midwives^  and  ad  in  their  refpedive  ca- 
pacities. 

The  matron  muft  be  a  midwife,  and  deliver  in  or- 
dinary cafes. 

The  number  admitted  fince  the  firft  opening  to 
the  prefent  time  amounts  to  upwards  of  2,000. 

In  the  year  1761,  a  fimilar  charity  was  inftituted 
for  poor  lying-in  women  at  their  own  houfes  in  New- 
caftle  and  Gatefliead.  They  enjoy  the  aid  of  the 
midwife  in  ordinary  cafes ;  and  in  cafes  difficult  and 
dangerous,  two  furgeons  attend.  They  have  every 
neceflary  fupport  during  the  months  with  fome  pecu- 
niary gratuity  to  aid  the  family  while  the  mother  is 
thus  incapacitated. 

It  pains  humanity  to  be  informed,  that,  owing  to 
the  death  of  feveral  of  the  principal  fubfcribers,  &c. 
and  the  late  heavy  preilures,  the  fuilds  are  in  a  Ian- 
guifhing  ftate.  Ye  bounteous  and  libcral-qainded 
fair  oncs^  remember  *'  jour  JilUrs  of  low  degree  /'* 
and  relieve  the  wants  of  their  poor,  helplefs,  young 
families,  when  in  a  flatd,  which,  however  painful, 
it  is  the  wiih  and  pride  of  every  female  to  be. 
**  Give  me  children^  or  I  die  /"  faid  one  of  ytxxt  fex 
in  ancient  times.  She  obtained  ber  wiih,  and  died 
in  confequence! 

The  greateft  of  the  patriarchs  entertained  angels 
unawares.  You,  by  kind  lelief,  may  be  the  means 
Qf  brmgrng  a  future  Newton  or  a  Locke  into  the 
world »  to  be  the  ornaments  of  their  admiring  coun- 
ty. 

FRIEND- 
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FRIENDLESS  POOR  SOCIETY. 

Abeafvolent  inftitution  was  forixie4  in  this  town  in 
the  yctr  1797,  the  objeft  of  whicb  is  to  afford  relief 
to  (bf  friendlers  poor,  and  to  difleminate  the  princi* 
pics  of  yirtue  and  religion  dmpng  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people.  It  is  chiefly  patroni:&ed  by  the  diflenting 
minibus ;  bpt  we  are  forry  to  fay,  that  its  funds  are 
not  in  fo  flourifliing  9  £Ute,  a$  fuch  a  truly  laudiible 
fpcicty  merits.  Their  place  of  meeting  i$  at  the 
B^ptUI  cb9pel,  TutfaiUftairs. 

I.UNATIC  ASYLUMS, 

From  the  hofpitals  of  thof<  labouring  under  the 
afflidions  of  the  body,  we  come  to  the  defcription  nf 
thofe  appropriated  to  fuch  as  are  overwhelmed  with 
the  infinitely  worfe  diforder  of  the  mind*  Babylon, 
Perfepolis,  Palmyra,  in  ruins ;  their  palaces,  temples, 
ftately  columns,  overthrown  in  duft,  are  not,  to  the 
fympathifing  eye,  a  fight  fo  affli&ing,  as  the  ruins  of 
the  human  intelleSl  !\ 

Oftober  7,  1 765,  it  having  been  rcprefented  to  the 
corporation  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  that  a  piece  of 

ground 

t  Dn  Cbaiterisj  in  his  admirable  fermon  on  Alms,  obfenres, 
that  pi^an  Swift^  feeling  in  bimfelf  fyxnptpms  of  approaching 
luaacf,  laid  ont  twelve  thoufand  pounds,  which  he  had  faved, 
on  endoving  an  hofpital  for  fuch  as  fhould  be  afflidled  widi  diis 
frigfatfi^l  calaxnitj.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Yo^ng  tells  us,  in  hi| 
Coi^eSfiref  em  Origmal  Compqfitm^  that  Addifon,  Pope,  and  him- 
felf,  being  in  Irelandi  on  a  ▼i(it  to  the  dean,  and  taking  a  walk 
out  with  him  to  a  field,  they  obferved  him  fall  behind  them  for 
an  uQufual  time,  and  "  I  going  back,"  fays  Pr.  Young,  *'  found 
him  like  a  ftatue  with  his  eyes  fixed  upon  a  tree  blafted  at  the 

top/* 
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ground  was  wanted  for  the  lite  of  an  hofpital,  in- 
tended to  be  ere&ed  in  or  near  to  that  town,  for  lu- 
natics belonging  to  the  counties  of  Northumberland^ 
Durham,  and  Newcaftle,  the  Warden's  Clofe,  a  field 
without  the  walls  of  the  town,  between  Newgate 
.  and  Weftgate,  having  been  judged  the  moft  proper 
fituation  for  it,  a  committee  of  the  common-council 
was  appointed  to  portion  off  a  part  thereof  for  that 
purpofe ;  upon  whofe  report  that  they  had  meafured 
and  flaked  out  a  plot  of  ground  for  the  fite  of  the 
intended  hofpital,  the  corporation  ordered  a  leafe  to 
be  granted  in  truft  from  the  Chriftmas-day  following, 
for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  under  an  annual 
rent  of  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  :  as  alfo  leave  for 
a  pailage  into  Gallowgate  for  the  convenience  of  the 
iaid  hofpital. — Common-council  books, 
.    This  building  is  in  a  retired  fituation,  airy  and 
healthful.      The  conveniences  are   numerous  ;    the 
treatment  of  the  unhappy  patients  humane,  and  fuit- 
able  to  their  fituations ;  from  whence  many  have^e- 
tumed  perfectly  recovered.    It  is  under  the  diredlion 
of  Robert  Wood,  M.  D. 

Another,  named  Belgrove,  (formerly  St.  Luke's) 
uix)n  a  fmaller  fcale,  is  ereded  on  the  Leazes,  and  is 
under  the  management  of  J.  Steavenfon,  M.  D. 

A  third 

top,"  "  I  (Kail  be  like  that  tree,"  faid  he,  with  great  emotion } 
**  I  iliall  die  at  top !"  And  foon  after,  he  was  removed,  for  in- 
curable lunacy,  to  that  very  hofpital,  which  he  had  humanely 
founded  for  others  !-where,  painful  to  relate  I  he  was  (hewn  to  the 
gazing  fpedlators  for  fixpence  a-piece  !  The  roonder  of  a  keeper, 
pointing  at  hinip  who  was  perhaps  the  mod  brilliant  wit,  and,  xn 
fcrious  fubjedsy  the  moft  corredt  writer  of  his  age,  now  fiaring 
at  the  beholders  with  a  hideous  afpedl  %  '*  That  maniac^^  faid 
hc^  ^'v^  Dean  Swift  r 
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A  third  hofpital  of  the  lame  kind  is  buiU  on  the 
edge  of  Gatcfliead  comtnon,  at  Btnflrani,  andis  di- 
rtOdd  by  Robert  Wood,  M.  D. . 

At  all  theft!  hofpitals  the  paiient^  are  treated  mih 
Ikill  and  buinanity; 

Without  meaning  the  Icaft  offence  to  the  gentle- 
men who  condud  the  houfes  of  this  defcription  here, 
uf  \vh#jn  we.  have  a  very  high  opinion,  we  cannot 
help  obferving,  in  this  place,  that  the  plan  adopted 
by  Dr.  Hunter,  of  York,  in  the  treatment  of  maniacs, 
which  has  been  fo  eminently  fucccfsfiil,  is  well  worthy 
attention,  and,  we  will  venture  to  add*  imitation,  as  it 
appears  to  be  founded  on  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with   the  nature  of  the  human  mind.     His  method, 
we  believe,,  ditlerseflentially  from  that  oF mod  others. 
Rclinquifliing  all  coercive  meafures,  and  carefully  re- 
moving from  the  unhappy  patient  all  appearance  of 
conllraint,   he  affifts  their  return  to  reafou  by  a  mild 
and  gentle  treatment.     So  numerous  are  the  ftages, 
and  fo  highly  diverfitied  the  appearances  of  this  me- 
lancholy diforder,  that  to  attempt  a  definition  or  de- 
fcription of  it  would  include  a  vail  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race, — few,  very  few  of  whom  have  the  benefit 
of  medical  aid ;  but,  were  this  mode  of  treatment 
generally  adopted  by  thofe  conneded  with   them, 
might  we  not  exped:  that  their  number  would  be 
gre^^tly  reduced  ?  that  the  Lift  fad  ilage,  when  the 
patient  is  become  totally  unfit  for  commerce  with  his 
fpecies,  might  be  frequently  averted;  and  medical 
affift»nce,  in  a  great  meafure,  rendered  unneceffary  ? 

THE  BATHS. 

Man   is  not  an  aquatic  animal  :  and  yet,  to  have 

accompanied  captani  Cook,  in  his  voyages  in  the 

X  X  fouthern 
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fouthern  ocean,  and  to  have  obferved  the  natives,  of 
both  faxes,  of  the  Friendly  and  Sandwich  iflands,  &c, 
almoft  inceffantly  fvvimming  in  the  neighbouring 
ocean,  and  braving  the  waves  when  running  fright- 
fully high,  either  fkimming  over  the  hquid  precipices, 
with  all  the  facility  of  the  finny  race,  or  (hooting 
through  the  bafis  of  watery  mountains,  and  re^appear- 
ing  on  the  fummit  of  the  waves,  not  only  without 
difmay,  but  enjoying  the  daring  exertion  with  ftrong 
expreffions  of  fatisfadion,  and  that  too  for  many  hours 
together,  would  almoft  induce  us  to  believe,  that  man 
is  more  nearly  allied  to  the  fcaly  tribe  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,  that  friend  of  philo* 
fophy  and  of  man,  obi'erves,  that  the  whole  human 
frumc  is  fpecifically  lighter  than  water,  the  head  only 
excepted,  which  contUting  principally  of  bone,  (Irong 
and  compared,  for  the  defence  of  the^  brain,  is  con- 
fequently  heavier  than  its  cubical  file  of  water  ;  and 
he  adds,  were  it  not  from  timidity,  we  cannot  natu- 
rally fink.  He  bids  us  look  to  the  African,  or  the 
Indian,  who  can  fit,  lie,  and  ftand,  almoft  on  the  fur- 
face. of  the  ocean,  in  its  calm  or  perturbed  ftate;  or 
darting  along,  with  a  fliarp-pointed  knife  in  his  band, 
can  engage,  in  mortal  combat,  the  voracious  (hark, 
and  vanquilh  the  fcaly  monfter  in  his  own  eltment  I 
So  that,  if  in  this  refpcft,  it  is  not  "  confcience,"  it  is 
timidity,  that  "  makes  cowards  of  us  all." 

Bathing,  therefore,  muft  prove  highly  conducive  to 
health  ;  and  medical  men  a(rure  us,  that,  in  many 
cafes,  arifing  from  a  relaxed  ftate  of  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem,  fea-bathing  is,  in  general,  a  fovereign  remedy. 
Swimmiitg,  however,  muft  be  the  moft  certain  mode 
of  deriving  advantage  from  b^tliing;  as,  by  Ibretch- 

ing 
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ing  the  limbs  in  the  briny  fluid,  the  whole  fyftem  of 
nerves,  arteries,  and  veins,  receive  a  new  and  invigo- 
rating  tone,  and  the  mod  pleating  fenfations  pervade 
the  whole  frame. 

This  is  the  purcft  cxercife  of  health  ; 

And  that  fame  Roman  arm, 

Which  rofc  viAorious  o'er  the  conquered  earth, 
Firft  leam'dy  when  lender,  to  fubdue  the  wave. 

Thomson's  vjummer. 

The  public  baths  of  this  town  are  very  pleafantly 
fituated  without  the  Weft-gate.  They  were  built,  a 
few  years  ago,  by  the  late  eminent  phyfician,  Dr. 
Hall.  They  are  now  the  property  of  Eilvv.  Kentifli, 
M.  D.  who  has  made  many  neceflary  improvements, 
in  refpeft  both  to  particular  conveniences,  as  alio  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  place.  He  has  alfo 
added  an  apparatus  for  giying  the  gafeous  fluids,  in 
difeafes  for  which  their  ufe  experience  has  found  fa- 
lutary  :  and,  in  order  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the 
inftitution,  he  has  lately  reduced  the  terms  of  bath- 
ing. 

They  confift  of  medicated  vap6ur  baths,  hot,  tepid, 
or  of  Buxton  temperature ;  together  with  enclofed 
cold  baths  for  ladies  and  gentlemen  ;  alfo  a  large 
open,  or  fwimmiog  bath,  where  young  gentlemen 
acquire  this  neceflary  and  ufeful  art,  free  from  the 
clanger  of  thofe  fatal  accidents  which  too  frequently 
happen  in  large  rivers,  or  deep  ponds. 

The  fituation  is  peculiarly  inviting  ;  it  enclofes  a 
large  area,  elegantly  laid  out  with  j^ravcl- walks,  bor- 
dered with  a  variety  of  fragrant  flow  ers :  the  whole 
being  fufrounded  and  interfed.ed  with  lines  of  orna- 
mental Ihrubbery. 

X  X  2  BENE- 
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BENEFIT  SOCIETIES, 

Societies,    of   voluntary   aflbciation,    have   been 
found,  by  experience,  to  anfwer  the  inoft  valuable 
purpofes.     They  tend  greatly  to  leflen  the  poor-rate, 
which  has  been,  in  many  towns  and  counties,  during 
the  late  preffures,  an  intojerable  buiden  upon  the  in- 
duftrious  and  middling  claflis  of  the  community.-— 
They  are  alfo  highly  favourable  in  their  moral  influ- 
ences upon  the  charafters  of  their  members.     By 
operating  as  a  (liaiulus  to  frugality  and  induftry,  they 
counteract  iht  pernicious  tendency  of  parochial  reliefs 
which  maniledJy  encourages  idlenefs  and  difiipation. 
The  lower  clafs  have  little  profped:  of  being  able,  in- 
dividually, to  lay  up^  a  comfortable  provilion  for  oU 
age  ;  but  by  entering  fuch  focieties,  they  may  fecure 
thefe  ineftimable  advantages,  without  being  too  much 
degradedJ^     With  thefe  views,  many  a  poor  mem- 
ber depofits  here  his  (hilling,  when  he  has  not  another 
in  the  world.     Indeed  it  is  evident,  that  there  arc 
ll^any,  even  in  the  lowed  ftations,  who  would  prefer 
fupport    erned    by   their    own   exertion,    however 
painful  or  laborious,  to  that  received  from  a  parifli. 

They  likewife  adluate  the  members  of  which  they 

the 

•  The  benevolent  Howard,  count  Runjford,  Eden,  Wood, 
Ruggles,  &c.  fcc.  in  defci  ibing  the  hiftory  and  ftate  of  the  poor, 
have  fliewn  pretty  clearly,  that  much  of  the  wretchednefe,  and 
many  of  the  vices  of  the  lower  clafles,  in  moft  of  the  civilized 
countries  in  Europe,  may  be  attributed  to  their  extreme  poverty 
and  confequcnt  degradation.  The  due  de  Liancourt,  in  fpeaking 
of  the  ftate  oi  morals  in  Pennfylvania,  alfo  fays,  «•  Criminal  of- 
fences are  rare,  forae  thefts  excepted,  which  are  generally  commit- 
ted by  people  lately  arrived  from  Europe,  brought  up  in  ignorance 
and  penury,  and  whofe  morals  g^erally  improve  as  they  acquire 
a  froall  property  of  their  own.'* 
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are  compofed,  with  fraternal  afFedion  ;  and  their 
wife  and  laudable  regulations  againft  vice  and  pro- 
fancnefs  have  tended  to  polifti  and  civilize  their  man- 
ners, with  more  effed  than  even  the  ftatuterlaws  of 
llic  realm.  While  their  lick  and  aged  members  are, 
in  general,  provided  for  with  humanity  and  attention. 

However  diverfified  the  mode  .of  their  refpedliv^ 
adminiilration,  the  manner  of  conduding  their  an- 
nual  meetings,  or  hend-meeting  days,  the  different 
ages  of  admitting  or  rejeding  candidates,  giving 
more  or  Icfs  to  their  fick  and  aged,  a  greater  or  lifs 
fum  for  funeral  expences  of  deceafed  brethren  or  (if- 
tcrs,  and  legacies  to  their  furviving  relations  or  friends; 
however  various  thefe  regulations  are,  yet  one  general 
principle  pervades  the  whple, — a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  general  good  of  the  fociety,  and  embrace  in 
its  advantages  all  the  members  of  which  it  is  com* 
pofed. 

In  general,  a  fick  or  difabled  member  is  allowed 
fix  fbiUings  per  week  during  a  certain  fpecified  num- 
ber  of  weeks ;  then  reduced  to  one  half  that  fum,  till 
the  member,  by  a  lingering  diforder,  or  difability  to 
work,  has  exhaufted  all  his  fick-money  ;  he  then  be- 
comes a  penfioner  for  life,  and  coipmonly  receives 
half-a-crown  or  three  fhillings  per  week.  The  fune- 
ral expences  are  about  forty  or  fifty  fhillings,  and 
fonnetimes  three  pounds.  The  legacy  to  the  widow 
is  from  fix  to  ten  pounds;  with  which  flie  frequently 
trades  in  a  fmall  way,  and,  with  the  parifh  allowance, 
fupports  hcrfelf  and  her  fatherlefs  children. 

There  are  between  thirty  and  forty  of  thefe  focie- 
ties  of  men  in  this  town,  which,  together,  confid  of 
not  lefs  than  five  thoufand  members.  It  is  fuppofed 
there  are  nearly  the  fmie  number  of  female  benefit 
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focieties,  which  are,  in  general,  more  numerous  than 
thofe  of  the  men. 

To  detail  thefe  circumftances  is  far  from  being 
beneath  the  dignity  of  biftory,  *'  Homo  fum,  et 
nihil  bumani  a  me  alienum  ptUo.'' — I  am  a  man,  and 
am  concerned  in  whatever  interefts  man, — was  one 
of  the  fined  fayings  of  antiquity. 

*         schoolmaster's  association. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  names  of  the 
/choolmafters  in  Newcaftle,  and  have  obferved  how 
greatly  the  rich  Ihops,  warehoufes,  and  extenfive 
compting-houfes  are  indebted  to  that  ufeful  clafs  of 
the  community,  for  the  accuracy  and  expedition  with 
which  their  quondam  pupils  are  capable  of  tranfadiug 
bufinefs.  We  have  only  to  obferve  further,  refped- 
ing  thefe  gentlemen,  that  whilft  they,  as  clerks,  dired 
the  concerns  of  the  numerous  benefit  focieties,  they 
are  not  inattentive  to  their  own. 

November  jg,  1774,  was  held  (fays  Mr.  Brand,  in 
his  2d  vol.  p.  547)  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  the  firft 
meeting  of  the  affociation  of  fchoolmafters  in  the  north 
of  England.  The  objedl  of  the  fociety,  in  this  infti- 
tution,  was  the  relief  of  their  diftreffed  and  aged  bre- 
thren, and  their  widows  and  orphans.  He  adds,  in  a 
note,  "  See  a  pamphlet,^intitled,  *  An  Addrcfs  to  the 
Public  in  behalf  of  the  Aflbciation  among  Proteftant 
Schoolmafters,'  &.c. 

The  regulations  obferved  in  conducing  tlie  con- 
cerns of  this  inftitution,  are  fuch  as  became  enligh- 
tened men  to  plan,  and  men  of  integrity  to  execute. 
We  will  not,  however,  trouble  our  readers  with  a  de- 
tail of  the  rules  of  this  affociation ;    only,  they  are 
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upon  a  more  extenfive  fcale  than  that  of  the  other 
focieties  in  Newcaftle,  as  they  do  not  limit  their  cha, 
rity  to  a  trifling  legacy,  but  they  fettle  upon  the  wi- 
dow  of  a  deceafed  brother  ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen,  and 
foon  they  exped  twenty  pounds  per  annum  for  life. 
An  aged  or  fuperannuated  member  who  has  paid  into 
the  fund  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  enjoys  a  fet- 
tlement  alfo,  which  relieves  his  wants  in  his  infirm 
ftate. 

Their  annual  meeting  is  always  at  Robfon's  inn, 
Pilgrim-ftreet;  where  they  dine,  and  enjoy  that  re- 
fined  fociality  peculiar  to  enlightened  minds.  It  is 
then  generally  after  an  enlivening  glafs  or  two,  that 
any  brother  who  intends  publilhing  on  any  branch  of 
fcience,  propofes  his  intended  work  to  the  fociety, 
when  thofe  who  approve  of  it  generally  fubfcribe  their 
names  in  its  recommendation  to  the  public,  and  adopt 
it  in  their  own  feminaries. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland  is  the  pa. 
tron  of  this  fociety,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Farrer,  prefident. 
To  the  credit  of  the  latter  gentleman  it  deferves  to  be 
mentioned,  that  to  his  abihties  and  conduct  in  the  im- 
portant ofl[ice  which  he  fills,  the  fociety  is  much  in- 
debted for  its  refpeftabilfty  and  its  prefent  very  flou- 
rifliing  ftate. 

We  now  conclude  our  account  of  thefe  charitable 
inflitutions;  only  obferving,  that  they  appeared  to  be 
of  fuch  confequence.as  to  attrad;  the  attention  of  the 
legiflature,  who  have,  by  an  act,  fandioned  the  regu- 
lations of  thefe  focieties,  by  palling  a  law  in  their 
favour. 

CHAR. 
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CHRTERS,  PRIVILEGES,  &c. 


From  the  antiquity,  fituation,  fortifications,  public 
buildings  and  inftitutions  of  Newcaftle;  we  proceed 
to  give  an  account  of  its  charters,  privileges,  civil 
governniejit,  incorporated  companies,  trade  and  com- 
nierce. 

CHARTERS  of  NEWCASTLE. 

Exclufive  charters  to  incorporated  bodies  of  fub- 
je6ls,  have  been  granted  by  the  kinga  of  England 
from  a  very  remote  period,  and  particulariy  to  the 
townfmen  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

William  the  Conqueror,  and  his  fons,  were,  on  fome 
occ^fions,  munificent,  and  granted  many  privileges 
to  the  town  of  Newcaftle  ;  but,  although  Doomfday- 
boolc  gives  an  account  of  the  rents*  property,  and 
emoluments,  not  onlvof  allthe  individual  freeholders 
in  the  realm,  but  alfo  of  the  more  opulent  boroughs 
and  towns,  and  of  this-  town  among  others ;  yet  we 
find  no  account  of  their  enjoying  any  charter  of 
exclufive  privileges,  during  the  reigns  of  the  Norman 
line. 

Thefirft  hint  we  have- of  any  grant  of  this  nature,^ 
is  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IT.  who.  Anno  Domini  1 162, 
confimled  to  the  townfmen  of  Newcaftle  their  eftates, 
and  cJcempted  them  from  tolls  and  duties.  It  is 
therefore  a  miftake  in  fome  to  fay,  that  this  town  had 
no  privileges  till  the  reign  of  king  John.  And  be- 
fides,  in  the  third  year  of  king  John's  reign,  which 
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was  more  than  ten  years  before  the  to  ^  n  had  a  char- 
ter from  that  krng,  the  town  had  great  privileges ; 
the  men  of  Ncwcaftfe  upon  Tyne  (as  mentioned  in 
that  year  in  the  great  roll  of  Northumberland)  paid 
o;ie  hundred  marks  and  two  palfreys  :  fo  having  the 
town  in  their  hands  by  the  **  old  farm  \^  viz.  as  is 
there  faid  fifty  pounds  and  ten  {hillings  encreafe,  for 
confirmxition  of  ttieir  liberties,  which  they  h^d  by 
the  charter  of  Henry  II.  the  king's  father.  Bourne^ 
/.184. 

But  the  moft  explicit  charter  was  that  which  was 
granted  by  king  John,  A.  D.  1212,  in  the  14th  year 
of  his  reign,  confirming  to  the  bur;i:efles  their  rights 
and  privilf-ges,  conferred  upon  them  both  by  his 
father  Henry  IL  and  by  himfelf.  And,  as  Mr  Gar- 
diner, in  his  •'  England's  Grievances  Difcovered,"  fays 
that  this  was  the  firft  charter  of  NewcaPle,  we  fhall 
give  the  following  abftrad  of  it  from  that  work. 

**  King  John,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  the  — ^  day  of 
— ,  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1212,  granted,  demifcd,  and  confirmed,  to  the  honeft  men  of  New- 
calile  upon  Tyne,  and  to  their  heirs,  his  town  of  N  ewcaftle  upon 
T^ne,  with  all  the  appurtenances,  to  fee-farm,  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  rendered  to  the  faid  king  and  his  heirs,  at  his  ex- 
chequer, (to  wit)  at  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  fifty  pounds,  and  at  the 
feall  of  St.  Michael  other  fifty  pounds ;  faring  to  the  faid  king, 
tbe  rents,  prises,  and  afUzes  in  the  port  of  the  fatd  town.    Further 
he  grants  to  them,  and  confirmeth  one  hundred  and  ten  (hillings 
aod  fixpence  of  rent,  which  they  have  by  the  gift  of  the  faid  king^ 
iQ  the  faid  town,  of  efcheats,  to  be  divided  and  affigned  to  them, 
'^Yko  loft  xheir  rents  by  occafion  of  a  ditch  or  trench,  and  of  the 
new  work  made  onder  the  caiUe,  towards  the  river  or  water,  fo 
that  th^eof  they  might  have  the  more,  that  loft  die  more,  and 
they  that  loft  tho  lel'9  fhould  have  the  lefs.     He  alfo  granted  to 
them,  for  bim  and  his  heirs,  that  in  nothing  they  fhould  be  an- 
fwcrable  to  the  fhcriff,  nor  to  the  cenftable,  for  rhofe  things  which 
bdoAg  to  thcA,  as  the  fiud  charter  teftificth.    Wherefore  he  wilU 
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cth  and  firmly  commandeth,  that  the  faid  men,  and  their  heirs, 
may  have  and  hold  the  fame  town,  with  iu  appurtenances,  to 
fee-farm,  for  the  iaid  hundred  pounds  yearly  to  be  paid,  as  is 
tforefaid,  well  and  in  peace,  freely,  quietly,  and  entirely,  with  al] 
liberties  and  free  cuftoms,  which  they  were  wont  to  have  in  the 
time  of  king  Henry  II.  father  of  the  faid  king  John,  as  by  the 
faid  letters  patent  appeareth/' 

King  Henry  III.  by  his  charter,  made  it  a  "  mayor 
town/'  being  governed  before  by  four  bailiffs :  and 
to  his  other  royal  favours  added  this  gracious  one, 
(fays  Wallis)  a  grant,  during  pleafure,  of  all  the  de- 
mefne-lands  belonging  to  the  Caftle- field,  containing 
850  acres,  for  free  pailure,  with  liberty  to  dig  coals 
and  flones,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  for  their  ufe  to  the 
beft  advantage,  upon  payment  of  t*venty  (hillings 
into  the  exchequer. 

His  bounty  did  not  flop  here.  He  gave  them  alfo 
a  field  called  the  Forth,  containing  eleven  acres,  and 
then  valued  at  twelve  pounds  per  annum  ;  for  which 
they  were  to  pay  forty  fhillings.  And  that  no  Jew 
was  to  refide  among  them.     Bourne,  Wallis^  %Sc. 

King  Edward  I.  direded  a  writ  of  fummons  to 
Newcaltle,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  1282,  to 
ff-nd  two  me  r.bers  to  parliament ;  which  is  the  ear- 
licft  record  we  have  of  boroughs  fending  any»;  or  in- 
deed of  the  commons  fitting,  except  thofe  fummoned 
under  Montfort's  ufurpation,  in  the  name  of  the  king's 
father,  king  Henry  III. 

King  Edward  III.  confirmed  the  franchifes  of  this 
town,  and  granted  it  the  perpetuity  of  the  moor,  and 
lands  called  Caftle-moor  and  Caftle-fields,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  forty  fhillings  annually  into  the  exchequer. 
He  exempted  NewcalUc  from  the  jurifdi6Uon  of  the 
admiralty  of  England ;  gave  permiflion  to  purchafe 
lands  to  a  certain  value ;  confirmed  fcvcral  by-laws 
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of  the  TTiagiftrates,  for  well-governing  and  improving 
it ;  and  alfo  iflucd  an  order  for  the  manner  of  eledl- 
ing  the  mayor,  magiftrates,  and  other  officers ;  and 
another  concerning  the  meafure  to  be  ufed  by  the 
venders  of  coals. 

King  Richard  II.  confirmed  the  charters  formerly 
granted  to  Newcaftle,  hi  the  firft  year  of  his  reign, 
1378.  He  alfo  afterwards  granted  fome  pieces  of 
ground,  for  the  convenicncy  of  making  high- ways 
and  a  bridge  :  and  for  its  greater  honour,  he  alfo 
granted,  A.  D.  1 3yo,  that  a  fword,  the  enfign  of  royal 
ftate  and  authority,  ftiould  be  carried  before  the 
mayor. 

From  tTie  reign  of  Richard  II.  to  the  15th  century, 
upon  the  moft  fedulous  examination  of  the  various 
grants,  and  refumptions  of  privileges  to  and  from  the 
town  of  Newcaftle,  we  can  difcovcr  nothing  intereft- 
ing  under  thefe  defpotic  reigns  j  but  that  ftill  the 
corporation  and  free  burgeffes  were  infenfibly  acquir- 
ingfrefh  acceffionsto  their  privileges,  from  the  throne, 
while  they  were  rapidly  extending  their  commerce, 
and  improving  their  refources  of  wealth  and  opulence 
at  home.  But  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
that  Newcaftle  obtained  1  charter,  not  only  confirm- 
ing all  thofe  granted  in  their  favour  in  former  reigns, 
but,  as  that  difcerning  princefs,  with  fatisfaction,  ob- 
ferved  the  vaft  confequence  and  advantages  which- 
the  crown  then  derived,  and  if  properly  cheriftied, 
would  ftill  further  derive,  from  the  various  branches 
of  their  cncreafing  trade,  ftie  granted  them  a  new 
charter,  comprehending  and  confirming  all  their  pri- 
vileges and  immunities. 

As  this  charter  of  Elizabeth,  properly  fpeaking, 

gave  folidity  to  the  civil  conftitution  of  this  opulent 
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corporation,  defines  the  jurifJidion  of  its  magiftrat^s 
and  civil  officers,  the  extent  of  their  authority,  the 
privileges,  as  well  as  the  limits  of  thofe  privileges,  of 
the  freemen,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  infcrt  here 
the  fubftance  thereof. 

Auguft  30,  1 589,  this  queen  granted  a  charter  to 
the  burgeflTes  of  Newcaftle,  wherein  (he  incorporated 
them  by  the  name  of  "  The  Mayor  and  BurgeflTes  of 
the  Town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  in  the  County  of 
the  (ame  ;"  confirming  to  them  the  faid  town,  with 
all  its  members  and  appurtenances,  and  the  liberties 
they  formerly  had,  as  well  by  charter  as  by  profcrip- 
tion,  at  one  hundred  pounds  fee-f€irm,  payable  at 
Michaelmas  in  every  year ;  with  power  to  the  faid 
mayor  and  burgeffes,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  to 
make  ordinances  and  by-laws,  for  their  better  go- 
vernment, enjoining  the  obedience  of ,  them,  under 
pain  of  fine  or  imprifonment.    This  charter  alfo  gave 
them  power  to  make  perambulation,  fet  boundaries, 
and  remove  encroachments  on  the  limits  of  the  town, 
the  extent  of  which,  by  land  and  by  water,  was  to  re- 
main as  before.     It  further  comprifed  a  pardon  of 
purchafe  made  without  licence,  and  power  to  retain 
what  had  formerly  been  purchafed ;  and  gave  them 
the  fame  authority  and  liberty  in   the  caftle,  which 
was  ftill  a  parcel  of  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  town.     This  charter  fur- 
ther granteth  an  exemption  from  the  jurifdidlion  of 
the  admiralty,  with  an  admiralty  court  of  its  own,  to 
be  held  in  that  town  every   Monday,   before  the  re- 
corder and  aldermen,  or  three  of  them,  whereof  the 
m;ivor  or  recorder  to  be  one,  making  them  alfo  juftices 
of  the  peace  for  the  admiralty,  and  for  confervation 
of  the  river,  within  the  port,  with  a  ferjeant  at  mace 
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to  execute  the  procefs.  It  empowered  the  mayor 
tMb  to  make  a  judge,  and  other  officers  of  the  ad- 
miralty ;  granting  alfo  cognizunce  of  admiral  pleas, 
and  concerning  wrecks,  and  the  coroner,  with  autho* 
ritj  to  take  tecogni^ances  for  admiral  caufes  and 
fines,  and  iffaes,  with  the  power  to  levy  them.  Alfo 
chattels  waived,  deodands.  p:(>ods  of  felons  de  fes ;  and 
all  that  belonged  to  the  aimiralty;  prohibiting,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  lord  of  the  admiralty  from  inter. 
meddling  with  them.  Liillly,  this  charter  gave  them 
authority  to  hold  gaoUdelivery,  and  all  that  belongs 
to  the  governor's  office,  with  power  to  ereft  gallows, 
and  to  purchafe,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  mort- 
main. 

In  the  88th  page  (fays  CollierJ  of  the  parchment 
book,  in  the  town-clerk's  office,  it  fays,  this  charter 
alfo  grants  liberty  to  enter  and  arred  any  petfon  in 
the  Caftle- garth,  the  dungeon  only  excepted. 

But  as  the  charter  of  liberties  granied  in  the 
42d  yegr  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  feems  to  be 
the  principal  one,  we  (hall'  fubjoin  a  brief  abftrad 
of  it. 

AhJtraS  of  the  Charter  granted  to  the  mayor  andhurgejfe  of  NewcafiU 
upon  Tyne^  in  the  42^  year  of  the  reign  of  queen  EH^abeiL 

THAT  ihc  town  of  Newcaille  is  an  ancient  town,  and  that 
they  have  had  laws,  jurifdidions,  &c.  and  tliat  the  faid  town^hath 
fatfered  no  fmall  lofs,  by  rcafon  of  divers  differences,  &c.  concern- 
ing the  manner  of  loading  and  unloading  fe:i-coals.  at  the  (Ume 
town,  whereupon  the  faid  mayor  and  burgc'fcs  hiimhly  petitioned 
the  (aid  queen,  for  the  better  maintenance  and  {rovcrnment  of 
the  laid  town,  that  (he  would  vouchfafe  to  amplifie  her  munificence 
and  favour  towards  the  faid  town. 

The  faid  queen,  for  her  and  her  fuccefTors,  grJ'nts  to  the  faid 
mayor  and  burge/R-s,  and  to  their  luccc/Tors,  that  they  on'v  of  the 
£ud  town  with  its  members^  (hall  have  and  enjoy,  all  the  cuiioms, 
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liberties,  flee,  which  wcie  granted  to  their  predcceiTors,  hj  fcvcral 
charters,  which  the  honed  men  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  &c.  by 
pretence  of  what  corporation  foever,  they  held  and  enjoyed,  to 
have,  hold,  and  ei^joy,  the  faid  to%\Ti,  and  all  cuftoms,  &c.  to  the 
faid  mayor  and  burgeflcs,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  to  their  ufe  for 
ever,  to  be  holdcn  in  fee-farm  ;  rendering  the  ancient  fee- farm  of 
one  hun<lred  pounds  at  Michaelmas  only^und  that  they  may  have 
all  fuch  liberties,  cuftoms,  &c.  without  the  let  of  any  one,  &c. 

The  faid  queen  granieth,  that  the  mayor,  ten  aldermen,  and 
(bcriflF  of  the  fuid  town,  &c.  and  other  four  and  twenty  ©f  the 
more  difcreet  and  honerter  burgefles  of  the  faid  town,  &c.  may 
chufe  the  mayor,  and  other  officers  of  the  faid  town,  witliin  five 
days,  after  the  choice  and  oath  taken  by  the  mayor,  which  faid 
mayor,  and  the  other  twenty  four  bnrgefles,  in  all  thirty-fix,  (hall 
be  at  all  times  then  after,  the  common  council  of  the  faid  town ; 
and  fliall  have  power  in  making  laws,  &c.  for  the  good  govemracnt 
of  the  faid  town,  &c.  and  for  the  good  government  of  the  markets 
and  fairs,  within  the  faid  town  and  limits  thereof,  3cc.  and  for  the 
declaration  by  what  means  the  mini  (lets,  officers,  and  artificers  of 
the  faid  town,  and  their  fad^ors,  fervants,  and  apptentices  in  their 
trades,  &c.  and  alfo  for  their  better  prefervation,  letting  and  fet- 
ting  of  their  lands  tenements,  6cc.  And  that  the  mayor,  and 
common  council  of  the  faid  town,  or  the  greater  part  of  them, 
whereof  we  will  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen,  thirteen  being,  (even 
to  be,  8cc»  as  often  as  they  fhall  make  fuch  laws,  Sec.  and  fuch 
pains,  punifhments,  penalties,  or  imprifonment  of  bodies,  or  by 
fines,  &c.  upon  all  delinquents,  contrary  to  fuch  laws,  &c.  as  fhall 
be  nCceifary  for  keeping  of  the  faid  laws,  &c.  and  to  have  and  re- 
tain the  faid  fines,  &c.  to  their  own  ufe,  &c.  fo  tliat  the  fame  laws, 
fcc.  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  of  England. 

And  further,  the  faid  queen  granteth,  that  the  ele^Hon  of 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  common- council,  and  all  other 
officers  and  minifteis,  to  be  chofcn,  &c.  fhall  in  every  year  be  up- 
on Monday  next,  after  Michaelmas-day,  honed  men  and  burgeffes 
of  the  twelve  focieties,  lawfully  chofen  in  the  accuftomed  place,  to 
wit,  drapers,  mercers,  &c.  and  that  they  name  and  prcfent  two 
honeft  men  of  every  myftery,  &c.  being  twenty  four  in  number, 
being  fwom  that  they,  or  the  greateft  part  of  them,  fliall  chufc 
and  name  the  mayor,  alfo  to  chufe  thefheri/T,  two  coroners,  one  clerk 
of  the  chamber,  who  fhall  adminifter  an  oath  to  the  mariners  and 
maflers  of  flilps  at  the  port  of  Newcaftle  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner, 
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and  the  fame  day  yearly,  may  name  eight  other  burgelfes.  &c  Co 
be  chamberlains  of  the  fame  town,  and  one  fword-bearer  before 
the  mayor,  and  eight  ferjeancs  of  the  mace,  and  one  recorder } 
and  there  (Hall  be  twenty-four  eledlors  for  one  year ;  new  elec- 
tion of  alderman,  dying  or  being  depofed,  and  the  alder* 
nun  newly  chofen,  fhall  be  alderman  during  life.  Officers 
chofen  by  tlie  mayor  under  their  common  feal,  (hall  be  admitted 
to  their  places.  To  fine  fuch  as  refufe  to  hold  their  places  upoa 
eledion^  the  faid  fine  not  to  exceed  200  marks.  The  like  for  the 
ikcriff,  or  if  any  officer  (fare  the  recorder)  die  within  the  year,  then 
to  chufe  anothei.  And  if  the  recorder  die  within  one  year  next 
after  his  ele^ion,  or  be  removed  from,  or  leave  his  office,  &c. 
then  to  chufe  another  fit  perfon,  learned  in  the  laws,  albeit  not  a 
burgeis,  in  his  place,  &c.  And  if  the  mayor  of  the  faid  town  be 
depofed,  removed,  or  die,  then  to  chufe  another  within  twenty  days» 
&c.  The  like  for  the  (heri£P,  &c.  William  Jennifon  named  firft 
mayor.  John  Savel  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  firft  and 
modem  recorder.  William  Selby,  &c.  and  nine  others  are  made 
the  firft  and  modem  aldermen.  James  Clavering  appointed  firft » 
and  the  modem  fheriff,  &c.  the  faid  William  Jennifon,  mayor, 
and  thirty  five  perfons  more,  are  appointed  to  be  the  firft,  and  the. 
modem  common-council  men,  &c.  Matthew  Chapman,  and  Row- 
land Tempeft  are  appointed  to  be  firft,  and  the  modern  coroners^ 
&c  George  Dent  appointed  firft  clerk  of  the  chamber.  Francit 
Burrel  and  (even  others,  appointed  to  be  the  firft  and  the  modern 
chamberlains  of  the  faid  town.  George  Still  appointed  fword« 
bearer.  George  Selby,  and  feven  other  perfons,  appointed  to  be 
the  firft  ferjeants  at  mace,  &c. 

The  faid  queen,  grunts  to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgeiles,  and 
their  fucce/Tors,  for  ever,  that  they  may  hold  one  court  of  record, 
in  Guildhall,  before,  the  mayor,  upon  Monday  in  every  week, 
through  the  year,  except  in  the  weeks  of  chriftmas,  eafter,  and  pen- 
teco{l,&c.  and  another  court,  uponWednefdays  and  Fridays  in  every 
week,  throughout  the  year,  except  in  the  feveral  weeks  aforefaid  ; 
and  all  pleas  of  debts,  covenants,  deuiner,  trefpafies,  &c.  and 
pleas  of  court,  of  pipowder,  &c.  and  courts  of  the  upper-bench, 
jadices  of  the  bench,  and  juftices  of  ailize,  before  the  faid  mayor. 
And  that  the  mayor  and  burgefies  in  the  court,  to  be  holden  be* 
fere  the  mayor,  and  in  the  court,  to  be  holden  before  the  ihcrifi> 
and  their  fucceifors.  In  all  and  fiogular  fuits,  &c.  may  attach  the 
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parties  defendanu  in  the  fame  fuits,  5c v-  >n  t]i9ir  lands  and  goods^ 
and  commit  them  to  their  prifon,  called  Newgate. 

The  mayor,  the  ten  akierroeo,  and  recorder  of  thefaid  town,  for 
crer,  to  be  jointly,  and  fererally  keepers  of  the  peace.  &c.  withia 
the  (aid  tewo,  &c.  and  ta  chaAiie  and  puntfii  malefa^07s>  ^c. 

And  further,  that  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  whereof  the  mayor 
to  be  one,  be  judices  of  the  faid  queen»  her  heirs  and  fuccef* 
lbrs»  to  enquire  upon  oath,  5ec.  of  all  murders,  5c  c.  foreftallers, 
vegrators,  &c.  and  of  all  other  matters  whatfoe^er  done,  or  com* 
mitted,  &c.  fo  that  the  keepers  of  the  peace  in  Northumberland 
and  Durham,  do  not  enter  for  any  matter  of  placet  &.c«  to  be 
ended  asd  ddtermined,  in  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle. 

1  he  queen  giants  to  the  hid  mayor  and  burgefies,  and  their 
fucceffors,  that  they  may,  as  often  as  iieed  (hall  require,  impofe, 
A:c.  fines,  penalties,  taxations,  cufloms,  &c.  for  the  public  uie  oT 
the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  town,  to  be  kept  in  their 
common  chamber,  and  to  be  expended  for  their  public  ufe,  or  by 
their  officers,  from  time  to  time  to  be  leTied,  fuch  as  befoxe  time 
were  lawfully  taxed  and  impofed,  5(C.  and  that  the  faid  mayor, 
$lc.  may  ufe  all  the  means  they  can,  to  levy  and  gathert  he  fame. 
The  queen's  pleafure  further  was,  that  the  mayor,  recoider» 
and  aldermen  of  the  faid  town,  or  Evt  or  more  ol  tliem,  whereol* 
the  mayor  to  be  one,  be  judices  for  gaoUdeliveries,  &c.  and  that 
tlje  coroners  of  the  faid  town  fliall  deliver  all  juries,  inquifitions^t 
pannel  attachments,  &c.  and  make  return  of  them  to  the  mayor, 
5cc.  in  all  their  gaol-deliveries,  5:c.  and  do  execute  the  precepts  of 
tlie  mayor,  &c.  in  fuch  manner  as  any  HieriiF  of  England  was  ac» 
cudomed  to  do,  at  the  gaol-deliveries,  for  their  feveral  counties  ^ 
and  that  the  faid  mayor,   recorder,  and  aldermen,   may  ercd: 
gallow9»  withia  the  liberties  of  the  faid  town,  to  hang  felons,  &c, 
.And  that  the  faid  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  or  five  or  more 
of  them,  may  take  and  arreft  what  felons,  thieves,  and  malefac* 
tors  foever,  within  ihe  town  and  port  of  Newcaftle,  and  port  afore* 
faid,  or  the  precin^  or  liberties  of  them,  are  found,  and  may 
bring  them  to  prifon  there. 

Ihe  faid  queen  gives  licence  to  William  Reddel,  and  to  fix 
others,  and  to  wliat  fubjedls, .  or  fubjedt  whatfoever,  of  the  iaiil 
queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceiTors,  affign  or  affigns,  tenants,  or 
farmers,  of  the  manor  of  Gates-fide  and  Wickham,  with  dieir 
appurtenances,  in  the  county  of  Durhana,  by  virtue  of  a  leafc  to 
the  iaid  queen»  made  (amongft  others)  by  Richard,  late  bilhop 
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of  Durham,  by  his  iadenture,  dated  the  26th  of  April,  in  tile 
24th  year  of  her  reign,  1582,  for  ninely-nine  years  from  tbo 
m^kiapf  thereof;  and  that  the  faid  alTi^A  or  afligns,  tenants, 
farmers  of  the  preraifes  fo  demifsd,  and  their  furvivors.  The 
faid  manors,  or  lordfliips  of  Gatfsfide  and  Wickham,  with 
their  appurtenances,  may  grant  and  aflijgrn,  to  the  faid  mayor 
and  burgeifes,  and  to  their  fucceflors,  for  the  refidue'of  the  years 
then  to  come  $  and  to  the  mayor  and  burgef?es  of  the  faid  town, 
and  to  their  fuccelfors,  that  the  faid  manors  and  lordOiips  pf 
Gates-fide  and  'Wickham  aforcfaid,  with  their  appurtenance!, 
may  have  and  hold,  during  the  refidue  of  the  years  then  to  come, 
the  laid  queen,  for  her,  her  heirs  and  fucce/fors,  gave  fpecial  li* 
cence,  not  with  (landing  the  ftatute  of  mortmain  or  any  other  4a- 
tute,  &c. 

The  queen  pardonech  and  releafeth  to  the  faid  mayor  and  bur- 
gff/fes,  and  tQ  their  fucceflbrs,  and  to  every  fubje<ft  and  fubje^$ 
wbatfbcver,  all,  and  all  manner  of  pains,  penalties,  forfeitures, 
and  Cams  of  money,  and  all  other  charges  whati'oever,  to  the  faid 
queen,  or  to  any  of  her  progenitors,  theretofore  forfeited,  by  vir- 
ttte  of  an  a£t  of  parliament  of  kmg  Henry  the  fifth,  at  Weftmin- 
ftcr,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  only  publifhed  for  the  aflurc- 
n^cot  of  keels,  by  parliament  commiflioners  afligned,  or  by  pre- 
tence of  another  a<5t  of  Parliament,  begun  at  Wcftminfter,  in  the 
one  and  twentieth  year  of  king  Henry  the  eighth,  intituled.  An 
ad  concerning  Newcaftle,  and  the  port  there,  for  the  loading  or 
unloading  of  any  merchants  goods  within  this  kingdom,  or  elie* 
where,  to  be  fold  from  any  (hip  or  (hips,  or  other  veffels,  in  or  at 
any  place  or  places  within  the  port  and  river  of  Tyne,  between 
Sparhawk*  and  Hadwynf  ftrcams,  but  only  at  the  faid  town  of 
Newcaftk,  and  not  elfewhere,  under  pains  and  forfeitures,  in  the 
laid  9uGt  contained  and  fpecified.  And  by  virtue  of  another  z£t  of 
p^diament,  at  Wedminfter  afore^iid,  the  23d  of  January,  in  the 
firft  year  ef  the  late  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled,  An  a<5t  limitin|f 
the  times  of  exposing  upon  land-merchandifes,  from  parts  beyond 

*  Sparhftwk  is  a  rock  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne,  bcirin;  from  the  (bore 
tboiit  aio  jrardi  nearly  call  of  the  Spanifli  fort,  and  foutk>eail  from  Tyne- 
nouth-Gaftlc. 

i  Hadvryn. dreams,  it  it  probablr,  refers  cither  to  a  rapit'  part  of  the  riyer 
Tvnc,  or  (ome  little  rill  of  water  wtHcb  may  fall  into  it  near  to  or  htiow  the 
uUage  of  Hcd^n-on-thcWall;  bejrond  which  place,  oioft  probably*  the  flax 
•f  the  tide  never  reaches,  though  often  to  or  very  near  it. 
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the  f(ras,  and  concerning  cudoms  and  fweet  wines ;  and  there  if 
was  en:)(5ted,  amongll  others,  for  and  concerning  the  loading  or 
unloading,  in  or  from  any  ftiip,  or  other  veflcl,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandizes,  againfl  the  faid  a6l,  or  to  the  late  queen  due  and 
forfeited,  by  viitue  of  the  faid  n(5ls  ;  and  all  the  goods  and  chat- 
teh,  lands  and  tenements,  of  the  faid  mayor  and  burgeffesy  &c* 
bcinp^  the  aforefaid  penalties  and  forfeitures. 

Moreover,  the  queen  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefles^ 
and  to  every  fubjc6l  and  fubje^s  of  hers,  >  her  heirs  and  fucce£brst 
irihibltants  and  burgeffcs  of  the  faid  town,  commonly  called  hoaft- 
men,  in  every  feaA^n  fitting,  and  houis  accaftomcd,  the  cuftoms 
and  fnbfidies,  and  other  profits,  to  ihe  faid  queen,  her  heirs  and 
fnccefTors,  due  to  be  paid,  and  to  the  ctiftomers  and  coUeSors  of 
the  ftid  queen  and  fucceffors,  agreeing  thereupon  to  be  charged 
or  difcharged,  fhipped  or  unfhipped,  pit  coals,  grindftones,  rub- 
ftones,  and  whet-ftones,  near  Newcaftle,  &c.  fuch  (hip,  veffel,  &c. 
was  of  fuch  a  capacity,  or  for  any  other  reafonable  caufe,  that 
they  could  not  fitly  apply  to  Newcaftle,  that  then,  in  fuch  cafe, 
the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  town,  as  their  fervants,  &c. 
mij^ht  and  may  load  and  unload  fuch  fliip  and  (hips,  yeffel  and 
\'eflels,  with  coals  and  (tones  abovefaid,  in  their  port,  between 
Sparhawk  and  Newcaftle,  being  diltant,  by  eftimation,  not  above 
fcven  miles.  And  further,  the  queen  willeth  and  commandeth 
the  faid  mayor  and  baigeffes,  ^c.  and  their  fucceflors,  and  every 
fubjedl  and  fubje6ts  of  her,  her  heirs  and  fucceifors,  inhabitants  of 
die  faid  town,  called  hoaftmen,  that  they,  the  fame  (hips  being  of 
fuch  a  Capacity  that  they  cannot  fitly  fail  to  the  town  of  New. 
eaftle,  to  charge  and  difcharge  themfelves  of  coals  and  (tones  fo 
nigh  Newcaftle  as  conveniently  may  be  done,  without  fi aud,  and 
that  under  the  pain  of  one  hundred  fhillings,  to  be  levied  for  the 
queen's  life,  her  heirs  and  fucce(rors,  to  be  forfeited  for  every  (liip 
or  veffel  fb  charged  or  difcharged,  contrary  to  the  true  intention, 
mentioned  in  the  faid  letters  patent ;  and  for  that  the  queen  will- 
eth, that  the  mayor,  burgefles,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town, 
being  hnrgefies,  may  fcrve  the  queen  and  her  fuccelfors  with  more 
commendable  fervice,  and  may  fnrnifh  the  queen  wi^h  mariners 
more  cheerfully  in  our  greateft  wars,  as  we  have  heard  they  have 
done  in  times  paft  ;  and  for  that  tlie  faid  town  hath  been  a  faith* 
ful  fortrefs  and  defence,  fighting  again  ft  the  rebels  in  times  pad, 
and  hath  behaved  itielf  mod  dutifully  to  us  and  to  our  progeni* 
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tors,  refifting  the  faiJ  rebels.  The  queen  therefore  giveth  and 
graateth  to  the  mayor,  burgefTes,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  all  the  fe- 
lons goods  unto  themfelveSy  and  of  fugitives  convi(5led  and  at* 
Uiutcd,  and  of  outlawed  perfbns,  &.c. 

And  whereas  tlie  town  of  Ncwcaftle  upon  Tync  is  a  town  of 
merchants,  a  mart  or  market  ef  great  Ume,  and  Ruffed  with  21 
multitude  of  merchants,  dwelling  therein,  and  of  others,  as  well 
home-bred  thitlier  flowing,  aiid  there  ex^eding  their  trade  of 
merchanciBg,  and  thereupon  it  is  neccifary  to  order  and  eit^lilh 
'a  certain  order  within  the  faid  town,  and  the  fpeedy  recovery  of 
debu  to  merchants,  &.c.  due  according  to  the  ilatute  of  A&on 
Buinel,  &CC.  The  queen  granteth  to  the  mayor  and  burgefles, 
aad  their  fucceflors,  that  the  mayor  for  the  time,  for  ever  there- 
after, (hall  have  power,  together  with  the  clerk,  to  tliat  end  or« 
dained,  to  take  recognizances,  according  to  the  foim  of  the(iatute 
of  Adon  Burnel,  and  of  the  (latute  of  merchandize,  made  in  par- 
liament, in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  firft,  and  that  there  Ihall 
be  a  clerk  in  the  fame  town,  who  ihall  be  called  the  clerk  of  the 
queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceiTors,  to  take  recognizances  of  debts, 
according  to  the  faid  ftatute.  The  queen  appoints  William  Jack- 
fon,  gentleman,  to  be  her  firft  and  then  modem  clerk,  for  taking 
recognizances  of  debts  within  the  faid  town,  to  enjoy  the  fame 
during  his  life,  and  after  his  death  the  mayor  and  burgeflcs,  Sec. 
are  empowered  to  prefer  to  the  faid  ofGce  another  of  the  burgefles 
ot  the  faid  town,  to  be  the  queen's  clerk  (as  before)  and  to  con- 
tinue fo  long  as  it  (hould  pleafe  the  mayor,  &c.  And  (hall  have 
a  feal  in  two  pieces,  for  fealing  the  faid  recognizances,  and  the 
mayor  to  have  the  cuUody  of  the  greater  piece,  and  the  cleik 
fliall  have  the  cullody  of  the  leffcr  piece  of  the  faid  feal ;  fo  tliat 
1^  a  merchant  or  any  other  lliall  be  made  a  debtor,  he  may  come 
before  the  mayor  and  clerk  of  recognizances,  and  before  them  ac- 
knowledge his  debt  and  day  of  payment.  And  the  faid  mayor 
and  clerk  may  do  and  difpatch  all  othei  things,  which  by  the  lia- 
tatc  aforcfaid  .:rc  requifite.  1  he  faid  clerk  is  to  have  fuch  wages, 
f^cts,  rewards,  and  emoluments  for  tlie  execution  of  the  faid  office, 
as  any  other  mayor  of  any  other  town  or  city  in  England,  law- 
fiAily  and  of  right  hath  or  rcceiveth,  5tc. 

The  queen  granteth,  by  the  faid  charter,  to  the  mayor  and 
burgcffcs  and  to  their  fuccciFors,  and  to  the  inhabitants  ot  liie  iaid 
town,  tJ.ai  ikcy  bt  quit  and  difcharged  of  tolls,  pafHiges,  poun- 
dage, murage,  chimage,  pauna^^e,  laitagei  Aallage,  carriage,  pi- 
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cage,  tronaerc,  hidage,  and  wharfage,  for  their  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes, as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,  as  well  in  fairs  as  in  markets, 
and  all  fecular  culloms,  over  the  queen's  lands,  on  this  fide  and 
beyond  the  feas,  &c. 

The  queen  further  granteth  to  the  faid  mayor,  bnrgefles,  and 
their  {\icceflrors,  that  they  fliall  have  for  their  public  uft,  all  and 
finj^ular  fuch  like  tolls,  axid  all  other  cuftoms,  tolU,  pro6ts»  and 
advantages,  In  fares  ai^d  markets,  holden  and  to  be  holden  within 
the  fai*d  town,  and  any  other  times  whatfoever  by  themfelves,  to 
be  levied  and  gathered,  and  to  be  citpended  to,  and  for  the  ufcof 
the  faid  mayor  and  burgefTes,  and  their  fuccefTors,  kc,  and  the 
&xd  queen  forbiddeth,  that  any  man  didurb  them,  &c« 

The  faid  queen  alfo  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefles, 
and  their  fucceffors,  that  no  merchant  ftranger,  from  ihe  liberty 
of  the  faid  town  of  Ncwcaftle,  may  fell  to  any  merchant  ftranger, 
any  their  merchandizes  within  the  faid  ionmi,  (except  vidoals,  and 
befides  in  markets  and  fairs,  to  be  holden  within  the  faid  towni 
and  limits  thereof)  nor  fuch  merchant  ftranger  may  buy  any  mer- 
chandizes, (except  and  befidcs,  as  is  before  excepted,)  of  any 
merchant  ftranger  within  the  fame  town  and  liberty  thereof,  other 
than  in  grpfs,  \ipon  pain  and  forfeiture  of  ihofe  merchandises,  to 
be  had  and  levied  for  the  public  ufe  of  tlie  (aid  mayor  and 
burgefles. 

1  he  queen  moreover  granteth,  that  the  faid  mayor  and  bur- 
gefles, and  their  fucccfTors,  may  have,  hold,  &c.  all  fuch  like  li- 
berties, cuftoms,  iranchifes,  &c.  and  all  other  premifes,  &c.  to 
to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefles,  granted  and  confirmed,  au  is  be- 
fore expieflcd,  and  that  they  may  enjoy,  and  ufe  them  for  ever, 
fully,  freely,  &c.  without  impeachment,  moleftation,  6tc. 

Further,  the  queen  pardoneth  and  releafeth,  to  tlie  faid  mayor 
and  burgefles,  and  to  their  fucceflbrs,  all,  and  all  manner  ef  ac- 
tions, fuits,  impeachments  by  writ  of  quo  warranto,  to  be  brought 
t)r  executed  agamit  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefles,  and  their  fuc- 
ccfloii,  by  the  laid  late  ^ueen,  &c.  or  by  any  of  her  officeis,  by 
reafon  of  any  franchife,  liberty,  &c.  by  the  faid  mayor  and  bur- 
gefles, or  their  predeceflbrs,  within  the  faid  town,  and  limits 
thereof,  before  times  challenged  or  ufurped,  and  that  the  faid 
mayor  and  burgclfes  (hall  be  quit,  and  altogether  difcharged  for 
ever. 

The  queen  further  granteth,  that  every  perfon  or  peifcns,  who 
for  ever  hcrcaitcr  iball  be  admitted  to  be  burgcrfcs,  &c.  fliall  be 
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i4mitted  by  the  nuyor  and  bargeilesy  &c.  for  the  greater  part 
of  then. 

Moreofer  the  quceni  often  confidering  in  her  mind^  of  how 
raach  avail  it  is  to  the  commonwealth  of  England,  to  have  youth 
irdl  educated  and  inftroded  from  their  tender  fears,  ^c .  ordaineth 
and  granteth*  that  within  the  faid  town  of  NewcalUe,  and  the 
liberties  thereof,  that  there  be  creeled,  and  for  ever,  there  be  one 
fiee^grammar^fcheol,  which  (hall  be  called  the  free-gramniar- 
fchool  of  <|ueen  Elisabeth,  in  NewcalUe,  and  ihall  conful  of  one 
nader  and  ftfaolars,  to  be  inftru<Sed  in  the  fame,  and  that  they 
the  raafter  and  fcholars,  of  the  fame  fchool,  for  ever  hereafter, 
fhaU  be  one  body  corporate,  in  law,  fa6l,  and  name,  by  the  name 
of  the  nsafter  and  fcholars  of  the  free^grammar-fchool  of  queen 
^izabeth,  in  NewcafUe  upon  Tyne,  &c.  and  by  that  name  may 
have  perpetual  fncceflion,  and  ihall  be  in  perpetual  times  to  come, 
perfoas  able  and  capable  in  the  lav^,  of  having,  purchaQng,  6^c. 
lands,  tenements,  ice.  to  them  and  their  fuccefTors  in  fee  fimple,  dr 
for  terms  of  years,  fo  they  exceed  not  the  yearly  value  of  forqr 
pounds,  and  fo  they  be  not  holden  of  the  faid  queen,  her  heirs  and 
her  fuecelfors  in  chief,  nor  by  knights  fervice,  6i.c.  and  that  the 
major  and  burge^Tes  of  Newcaftle,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them.  Sec,  (hall  have  power  to  make  an  honeft, 
learned,  and  difcreet  man,  to  be  the  fir^  and  modern  uiher  in 
that  fehool^  there  to  continne,  during  the  good  pleafure  of  tlifc 
nayofr  and  burgciTes,  &c.  and  if  it  happen  the  mailer  and  ulher 
to  die,  or  leave  the  faid  fckool,  &c.  then  they  may  chufe  other 
men  to  be  mafter  and  uflier,  &c. 

And  whereas  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftle,  more  deeply 
confidering,  and  weighing  the  effeds  of  divers  letters  patent,  &c. 
And  whereas  the  faid  town  is  an  ancient  town,  and  tiie  mayor 
and  bnrge&s  of  the  fame,  time  out  of  mind  of  man,  they  have 
had  a  certain  guild  or  fraternity,  commonly  edit  J  the  hoail-men, 
for  the  difehargmg  and  belter difpoiing  ot  fcu-coai*.,  iind  pi^-coals^ 
grittd-Aones,  rub*ll/)nes,  and  whet-ftoncs,  in  and  upon  the  river 
and  port  of  Tyne,  which  guild  or  fraternity  is.  gi^aied,  or  efta- 
bltHiod  by  none  ai'  the  faid  letters  patent  :  vhcrcupon  the  i«iid 
mayor  atnl  burgeffes  have  humbly  fupplicated  the  Uid  queen, 
that  in  fupply  of  the  faid  de*e<5ti,  that  we  \sr.iild  exhibit  our  iibe- 
ralhy  in  favour,  and  that  we  would  voui-hi.iJe  to  m.iicj,  rj  iuce, 
and  create  the  faid  guild  into  a  body  corp^^rttc  and  pc#litic,  occ. 
The  iatd  queen  therefore  ordaineth,  appoinicth,  and  grantcth, 
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th;it  WiUiam  Jcnniibn,  the  elder,  and  forty  •four  perfons  more, 
commonly  culled  the  hoaft-mcn  of  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftk 
upon  Tyne,  and  brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  and  all  ochersy 
-which  now  iire,  or  hereafter  (hall  be  ele^ed,  admitted)  &c*  into 
the  faid  guild,  or  fraternity,  of  the  fatd  hoaft-men  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  hereafter,  and  ihall,  by  one  body  corporate  and  po- 
litic, in  law,  fad,  and  name,  by  the  name  of  governor  and  fte* 
Vardsy  and  brethren  of  the  fraternity  of  the  hoafl-men  in  the  town 
of  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne,  &c.  one  body  corporate  and  politic, 
really  and  at  full,  for  us,  our  heirs  and.facceiTors.  We  do  ered, 
make,  ordain,  and  create,  5cc.  and  that  by  the  fame  name,  thef 
may,  and  (hall,  have  a  perpetual  fucceflion,  and  are,  and  fiiall  be 
in  perpetual  times  to  come,  perfons  able  and  in  law  capable,  to 
have,  purchafe,  receive,  and  poiFefs  lands,  tenements  liberties, 
&c.  to  them  and  their  fucceffors,  in  perpetuity,  and  otherwife, 
and  to  give,  grant,  demife,  &c.  the  fame  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  and  to  do  all  other  things  by  the  name  aforefard, 
and  that  by  the  fame  name,  they  may  plead,  •r  be  impleaded,  &c. 
in  what  court  foever,  &c. 

A  nd  that  the  faid  governor  and  Rewards,  and  brethren  of  the 
hoaft-men  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle  aforefaid,  and  their  facceilbrs, 
that  feal  at  their  pleafure,  may  break,  alter,  and  make,  as  to  them 
fhall  feem  good.  And  the  queen  appointeth,  that  there  be  and 
fhail  be  for  ever  hereafter,  of  the  number  of  the  hoaft-men,  &c. 
which  yearly  upon  tJie  4th  of  January,  (hall  be  chofen,  &c.  by  the 
/aid  brethren  of  that  fraternity,  &c.  to  be  governor,  &c.  And 
likcwife  there  fhall  be  for  ever  hereafter,  two  honeft  and  difcreet 
men  of  the  faid  number  of  hoail-men,  &c.  who  (hall  be  the  faid 
4th  of  January,  choicn  by  the  faid  governor,  fteiivard,  and  bre- 
thren o\'  the  faid  fraternity,  twC.  And  that  the  queen's  will  in  the 
premiits,  h;fvc  a  more  excellent  effeft,  (he  aflSgneth,  namcth,.and 
crcaicth  William  Jcnnifnn,  the  elder,  to  be  the  firft  and  modem 
gcvcrnor,  6-c.  Morco\er  (he  bath  afligncd,  named,  conflituted, 
and  aj  I  ointcd  Francis  Anderion  and  John  Barker  to  be  the  fiift 
aiivl  moJjni  'lc-.varJ>  of  that  iratcrnity,  &c. 

The  qu'^en  .urth^r  grants  to  the  faid  governor,  fte wards,  and 
brctii;t;a  of  ihc  f lid  tVaternity  of  hoaft-mcn,  &c.  and  to  their  fuc- 
cei7  rs,  t'nt  ih:  faid  goveraor,  ftew.irJs  md  brethren,  3cc.  and 
thcit  fu'ien'ors,  >tc.  ihall  have  in  every  fit  lime,  lor  ever  hetcafrer, 
f\xkiP'^\c:  jf  111  Jtij,",  in  their  guild-hall,  or  in  any  oih^-r  ^Aacc 
coav^auat  withia  tlie  faid  town,  and  there  to  conililutc,   make 
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foch  hws,  iaftitutesy  &c.  which  ta  the  faid  gOTanor,  (lewards, 
ind  brethren,  &c.  good,  vholefomey  profitable,  &c.  according  to 
as  they  (hall  think  good,  for  the  good  rule  and  govemnaent  of  the 
governor,  flewards,  and  brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  and  for 
dtclarationy  by  what  means  and  order,  they  and  their  fa 61  ors, 
ferraots,  and  apprentices,  in  their  office  and  bu(lnefl*es,  concerning 
the  (aid  fratemiry,  they  (hall  have,  carry  and  ufe,  &c.  and  that 
the  governor,  Rewards,  and  brethren  of  that  fraternity,  &c.  as 
often  as  they  giant,  make,  ordain,  or  eflablifli  fuch  laws,  infti- 
tQteSy  taform,  and  they  may  impofe  fuch  pains,  penalties,  punifh- 
incnts,  and  imprifonments  of  body,  or  by  fines,  &c,  upon  all  dclin- 
qaents  agalnfl  fuch  laws,  infticutes.  &c.  as  to  them  fhall  be 
thought  necedary  and  reqaifite,  anJ  as  to  them  (hall  be  thought 
beft  for  the  obfervacion  of  the  faid  laws,  ordinances.  Sec.  and  the 
faid  fines  and  imerclaments  at  their  diferetions,  they  may  levy, 
have  and  retain  to  them  and  tlieir  fucceflors,  to  the  ufc  of  the  go- 
Temor,  Rewards,  and  brethren  aforefaid,  without  calumny, 
&c  all  which,  and  (Ingiilar  laws,  ordinances,  &c.  the  faiJ 
qwen  willeth  to  be  obfcrved  ;  fo  that  the  faid  laws,  ordinances, 
&c.  be  not  repagnant  to  the  laws  or  ftatates  of  tlie  kingdom  of 
England. 

And  further,  the  queen  granteth  to  the  faid  governor,  ftewards, 
and  brethren,  &c.  and  to  their  fucccflbis,  that  for  ever  hereafter, 
ihcy  and  their  fuccefFors,  &c.  may  have,  and  (hall  have  full 
povrer,  from  time  to  time,  at  their  pleafure,  to  chufe,  name,  and 
ordain  other  inhabitants  and  bargeffes  of  the  faid  town,  &c.  to 
be,  and  (hall  be  brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  &c.  who,  fo 
eleded,  nominated  and  fwom,  (hall  be  named,  and  be  brethren 
of  that  fraternity. 

Moreover,  the  faid  quoen  grants  licence,  power,  and  authority 
to  the  faid  governor,  Rewards,  and  brethren,  &c.  and  to  their 
fuceeflbrs,  that  they,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  fuccefFors,  and 
^ery  of  them  for  ever  hereafter,  may  and  (hall  quietly  and  peate* 
ably  have,  hold,  ufe,  and  enjoy  all  fuch  liberties,  privileges,  &c. 
concerning  the  loading  and  unloading,  (hipping,  or  unlhipping  of 
ftone-coals,  pit-c«als,  grind-ftones,  rub-Rones,  and  whet-Rones. 
And  that  they  may  for  ever  hereafter,  load  and  unload,  (hip  and 
anfliipy  in  or  out  of  any  (hips  or  Yefftl%  pit-coals,  and  Rones  afore- 
faid, within  the  faid  river  and  port  of  Tyne,  in  any  place  or  places, 
a*  to  them  (hall  be  expedient  between  the  faid  town  of  NeWcaRle, 
^c.  and  the  aforefaid  place,  in  the  aforefaid  river,  called  the  S|Dnr- 
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hawkCy  (6  nigh  to  the  (aid  covn  of  Newcaftle,  &c»  as  cDi^renka^f 
jnay  be  done,  according  to  the  intention  of  tbele  letters  patents, 
as  the  men  and  brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  at  any  time  have 
ttfed  and  accuftomed,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  king  Henry 
VIII.  the  third  of  November,  in  the  lift  year  of  his  reign,  and 
from  thence  adjourned  to  Weftminfter,  bolden,  publiAed,  i|59* 
Intituled  an  a6t  coacemmg  NewcaAle  and  the  pott,  &c.  to  the 
fame  belonging,  or  any  other  aft,  Sec.  notwithftanding  :  A.d 
the  faid  queen  alfo  willeth,  dec.  for  that  ezprefs  mention,  &c. 
witnefs  the  queen*  at  Weftminfter,  the  aad  of  March,  in  the  1 31)1 
year  of  her  reign. 

December  21,  1603,  a  decree  was  made  by  the 
prefident  and  council  of  the  north,  upon  fubmifiion 
to  them,  for  the  government  of  the  town  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne ;  which  ordered,  that,  upon  the  an- 
cient day  of  eledlion,  the  twelve  myfteries  fliould 
prefent  twenty-four,  wjio  ihould  chufe  four,  the  then 
mayor,  and  three  other  burgefles,   who  had    been 
mayors  and  aldermen ;  and   for  want  of  which  to 
chufe  (heriff-peers,  and  for  want  of  thefe  laft,  common 
burgefles;  which. four  were  to  eleft  feven  aldermen, 
and  one  that  had  been  (heriff,  in  all  twelve  perfons : 
and  that  as  to  the  other  twelve,  called  the  twelve  of 
the  latter  eledion,  the  twelve  mylteries  (hould  each 
fend  one  to  be  prcfented  to  the  former  eleftors,  who 
were  to  chufe  fix  out  of  the  faid  twelve.     And  that 
the  following,  called  by- trades,  viz.  maflers-marinei*, 
weavers,  barbers,  chirurgeons,  with  chandlers,  cutlers, 
fliipwright«,  houfc-carpenters,  mafons,  glovers,  joiners, 
millers,  curriers,  with  felt-makers,  and  armourers, 
colliers,    with  carriage- men,    flaters,  glaziers,  with 
plumbers,  and  painters ;  in  all,  fourteen  companies, 
fbould  each  fend  one  :  and  that  twelve  flK>i4d  be 
chofen  out  of  this  fourteen ;  out  of  which  twelve, 
the  former  eighteen  fliould  take  fix,  making  twenty- 
four 
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four  in  all,  who  were  to  eleft  the  officers  of  the  cor- 
poration. And  alfo  twenty- four  others,  with  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  flieriff,  to  make  the  common- 
council  ;  of  whom  the  whole,  or  the  greater  number, 
whereof  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen  were  to  be  fc- 
ven,  (hould  difpofe  of  the  revenues,  leafes,  and  offices, 
and  that  nothing  (hould  pafs  the  common  feal  with- 
out their  confent.  This  decree  enjoined  alfo,  that 
the  twenty,  four  auditors  fhould  be  allowed  thirteen 
(hillings  and  fourpence  per  day ;  that  the  mayor 
and  recorder  (hould  be  of  the  quorum  in  the  gaol, 
delivery  ;  and  that  every  free-burgefs  (hould  be  ad- 
mitted an  hoaftman,  on  payment  of  fifty-three  (hil- 
lings and  fourpence  ;  and  a  freeman's  fon,  or  appren- 
tice, far  paying  thirty-three  (hillings  ;  and  that  the 
charters  (hould  be  renewed  accordingly. 

March  31,  1604,  king  James  I.  granted  a  charter 
to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  Newcallle  upon  Tyne, 
which  confirmed  the  mode  of  eleding  o(ficcrs,  as  by 
the  decree  dated  at  York,  December  21,  1603  :  with 
this  diflTerence,  that  the  by-trades,  now  encreafed  one 
in  number,  (hould  fend  fifteen  perfons,  who  were  to 
cboofe  twelve  burgeflPes,  as  by  that  decree.  This 
charter  further  enjoined,  that  every  ad,  ordinance, 
or  conftitution  which  had  been  made  or  agreed  upon 
in  guild;  cither  by  the  mayor  and  burgeflfes,  aflPeni- 
bled  to  make  up  any  writings,  8tc.  concerning  the 
poflTclfionsof  the  faid  mayor  and  burgeflfes;  unlefs 
the  fame  were  with  the  afient  and  confent,  and  in 
the  ptefence  of  the  mayor  and  common-council,  or 
the  greater  part  of  ihcm,  whereof  the  mayor  and  fix 
aldermen  were  to  be  feven. 

A.  D.  1684,  Charles  II.  demanded  the  charter  cf 

the  corporation  of  Newcaflle,  along  with  tbofe  of  all 
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the  incorporated  towns  and  cities  of  the  kingdom ; 
which  was  furrcndcrcd  accordingly.  A  new* charter 
was  granted  them  by  that  prince,  but  he  refervcd  to 
himfelfthe  power  of  placing  fuch  as  he  pleafed  in 
the  raagiftracy ;  and  accordingly,  he  difplaced  the 
mayor  chofen  by  the  corporation,  and  filled  his  room 
with  Sir  William  Creach,  a  violent  papift.  A  flatter- 
ing addrefs  to  the  king  was  figned  by  him  and  other 
aldermen,  who  were  papifls ;  but  was  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  that  body.  This  fo  offended  Jarhes  11. 
that,  by  a  quo  warranto,  their  charter  was  demanded 
again ;  when  that  prince,  unworthy  of  a  throne,  ab- 
.  dicated  the  government,  and  the  ever-memorable  re- 
volution took  place. 

Thus  again  (fays  Mr.  Brand)  the  corporation  of 
Newcaflle  upon  Tyne  emancipated  from  the  Ihackles 
of  a  government  founded  on  principles  of  the  mod 
defpotic  tyranny,  recovered  its  ancient  liberty  in  the 
choice  of  its  own  officers  and  magiftrates,  and  imme- 
diately exercifed  that  privilege  by  appointing  a  new 
fet  of  them. 

By  the  above  and  other  charters  of  lefs  importance, 
.  we  may  fee  how  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  the 
free  burgefies  of  Newcaflle  have  been  obtained  and 
fecured  from  a  very  remote  period ;  previous  to 
which  the  town  appears  to  have  been  the  prqperty  of 
the  crown  in  the  time  of  William  Rufus,  the  fpn  of 
the  conqueror ;  who,  after  he  had  finiflied  the  caftle, 
gave  the  circumjacent  lands  to  the  neighbouring  in- 
habitants, whom  he  invited  to  fettle  here,  and  build 
and  fortify  a  new  or  more  extenfive  town,  which,  it 
is  faid,  he  firft  converted  into  a  borough,  and  de- 
mifed  to  its  own  burgefles  at  a  certain  annual  fee 
farm. 

David 
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David  king  of  Scots  had  iiisrefidence  in  Newcaftle 
moft  part  of  king  Stephen's  reign,  and  gave  them 
many  lands,  f^ibricated  borough  laws  for  the  burgeflcs, 
built  churches  and  religious  houfes  for  their  vvorfliip. 
Edward  I.  extended  thefe  privileges,  by  granting  by 
patent,  permiffion  to  the  free  burgeffes  to  bequeath 
their  lands  and  tenements  to  whom  they  pleafed  ;  as 
alfo  in  the  year  1209,  by  a  frelh  charter  granted 
to  that  body  the  lands  and  tenements  in  Pampedon, 
or  Pandon,  in  the  manor  of  Byker,  with  all  culloms 
and  liberties  there,  to  conftitute  lienceforth  one  town 
and  boroygh.  And  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  New- 
caftle was  feparated  from  the  county  of  Northuriiber- 
land,  and  made  a  town  and  county  of  itfelf. 

CORPORATION  of  NEWCASTLE. 

Having  thus  given  a  fuccindl  account  of  the  char- 
ters, grants,  and  privileges,  by  which  the  rights  and 
municipal  franchifes  of  the  freemen  of  this  ancient 
town  arc  faid  to  be  held,  we  proceed  to  defcribe  its 
civil  government. 

The  power  of  adminiflration  is  vefted  in  the  mayor, 
who  is  chief  magiftrate  ;  a  flieriff,  a  recorder,  a  town- 
clerk,  ten  aldermen,  and  a  cominon-council  of  twen- 
ty-four. 

The  gentlemen  who  at  prefent  fill  thefe  ftations. 
are  the  following : 

JOSEPH  FORSTER,  Efq.  Mayor.. 
Aldkhmen. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridlcjr,  bart.  Anthony  Hood,  cfq. 

John  Erafmus  Blackett,  cfq.         Robert  Shaao  Hedlcy,  cfq. 
William  Cramlington,  efq.  Archibald  Reed,  efq. 

William  Yiclder,  cfq.  Robert  Clayton,  cfq. 

Francis  JobuTon,  efq.  Thomas  Clennell,  cfq. 
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Matthew  Hcdlcy,  cfq.  5henff. 
R.  H.  Williamfon,  cfq.  Recorder. 
Mr  William  Potter,  and  Mr.  Richard  Chambers,  Coroners. 
H.  Shadforth,  eiq.  Clerk  of  the  Chambers. 
Robert  Pinkney,  Sword-bearer. 


Jofcph  Forfter,  cfq.  mayor 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  bart. 
J.  E.  Blackett 
R.  S,  Hedley 
Francis  Johnfon 
William  Cramlington 
Anthony  Hood 
Robert  Clayton 
Arcliihald  Reed,  and 
Thomas  Clennell,  efqs. 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith 
Mr.  Henry  Cramlington 


Electo&s. 

Mr.  Brough  Pow 
Mr.  Ifaac  Cookfon 
Mr.  Robert  YcUolcy 
Mr    Robert  Harrifoft 
Mr.  Richard  Chambers 
Mr.  Robert  Widdringtoa 
William  Harle,  cfq. 
Mr.  Lionel  Robfoa 
Mr.  Hugh  Johnfon 
Mr.  Edward  Milbum 
Mr.  James  Archbold 
Mr.  Thomas  Coulf0n. 


Mr.  Jofliua  Wardle 

Mr.  Robert  Davifon 

Mr.  Robert  Lake 

Mr.  Wiiliam  Foggin 


Chambirlains. 

Mr.  Ihomas  Lttpton 
Mr.  Mofes  Manners 
Mr.  William  Story 
Mr.  Matthew  Hxndroarfh. 


Serjeants  at  Macs. 
Mr.  Edward  Manners  Mr.  Thomas  Hcwitfoo 

Mr.  George  Dobfon  Mr.  Henry  Forftcr 

Mr.  William  Scott  Mr.  Robert  Whitfield. 

Mr.  Thomas  Mcwbum 


Common  Council. 

Mr. 

Ifaac  Cookfon 

Mr.  Shafto  John  Hedley 

Mr. 

Nicholas  Hall 

Mr.  William  Raifl>eck 

Mr. 

Thomas  Smith 

Mr.  George  Bnimell 

Mr. 

William  Wright 

Mr.  William  LaOie 

Mr. 

Henry  Cramlington 

Mr.  Jos.  Pollard 

Mr. 

Henry  Shadforth 

Mr.  John  Langlands 

Mr. 

Robert  Harrifon 

Mr.  Matthew  Hunter 

Mr. 

Thomas  Burdon 

Mr.  Richard  Huntley 

Mr. 

John  Andcrfon 

Mr.  Thomas  Maddifon 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Edwafd  WiUbn  Mr.  Robert  Y^Uoley 

Mr.  Thomas  RobtnTon  Mr.  William  WatToa 

Mr.  Thcmud  Rutherford  Mr.  Richard  Chambers, 

Mr.  John  Gale,  Gaoler. 
Mr.  Richard  Hill,  Town-Marflial. 
Mr.  Cuthbert  Rggt  Town-Surveyor. 

COURTS. 

The  Match's  Court  is  held  every  Monday,  in  the 
mayoi^s  chamber,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  Guildhall,  in 
the  Exchange.  It  is  a  court  of  record,  and  of  great 
importance.  It  preferves  the  rights,  laws,  franchifes, 
and  cuftoms  of  the  corporation.  In  it  ars  tried  aU 
adions  for  debt,  trefpafles,  accounts,  covenants,  bro- 
ken  attachments,  fequeftrations,  or  other  matters, 
arifing  within  the  town  and  liberties,  to  any  value 
whatfoever,  againft  the  free  burgefles  only.  No  at« 
toroies  are  allowed  to  plead  in  it,  but  fuch  as  are  free 
of  the  courts  of  the  corporation,  who  are  fworo  at 
their  ad  million.  It  hath  eight  ferjeants  at  mace  to 
attend  it,  one  of  which  is  allb  water-bailiff,  or  clerk 
of  the  water. 

NewcafUe  being  a  place  of  vaft  bufinefs,  the  may-^ 
or's  or  town-court,  is  commonly  crowded  with  num* 
bers  who  have  complaints  to  make.  Sec.  which  arc 
heard  with  patience  and  decided  with  equity.  On 
thb  account,  fewer  caufes  are  removed  to  the  higher 
courts  than  would  otherwife  happen,  the  parties  com- 
monly rcfting  with  his  decifion. 

The  Sheriff's  Covkt  is  alfo  a  court  of  record,  held 
on  Wednclilays  and  Fridays,  in  the  fame  chamber, 
for  trials  and  entering  proceedings,  as  rules,  appear- 
ances, judgrneiits,  pleas,  &c. 

CouKT  of  Conscience.  This  court  was  (irft  iiifti- 
tuted  in  Newcallle,  by  an  adl  of  Parliament,  anno 
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1689,  in  thefiill  year  of  William  and  Mary;  and 
confirmed  by  another  ad,  anno  1755,  being  the  27th 
of  George  II. 

Th^  preamble  dates,  that  the  intention  of  this 
court  is  to  prevent  vexatious  fuits  for  fmall  fums  in 
courts  of  law,  which  are  often  hurtful  and  not  feldom 
ruinous  to  both  parties.  To  prevent  which  this 
court  was  inftituted,  whereby  the  plaintiff,  upon 
oath,  may  recover  any  debt  under  forty  (hillings. 

It  is  termed  a  court  of  confcience,  (not  fuppofing 
furely,  that  confcience  is  2ijlranger  in  other  courts) 
becaufe  all  debts  under  the  above  fum  may  be  reco- 
vered in  this  upon  the  creditor  making  oath  that  the 
fame  is  a  juft  debt  to  him.     The  mayor  and  com- 
niiflioncr  are  the  judges.   They  adminifter  oaths  and 
commit  offenders  to  prifon.     They  proceed  fiift  by 
fummons.     This  cods  three-pence.     If  the  defendant 
appear,  there  is  no  further  charge.     If  he  does  not, 
they  proceed  to  attachment  and  execution.    All  per- 
fons,  whether  freemen  or  not,  may  prefent  and  be 
prefented  in  this  court,  if  within  the  liberties  of  the 
town.     Freemen  may  be  prefented  though  they  live 
out  of  the  liberty. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  however,  that  an  attachment 
is  feldom  granted  unlefs  the  plaintiff  give  fome  colla- 
teral evidence,  at  leaft,  befides  his  fimple  outh,  and 
the  court  and  fpeclutors  who  generally  know  fome- 
thing  of  the  plaintiff,  are  affured  that  the  oath  is 
founded  on  truth  ;  and  he  is  affured  from  the  bench, 
that  wilful  perjpry  Ihould  it  be  detedled,  will  be  at* 
tended  with  very  ferious  confequences,  and  for  which 
the  robbery  of  his  neighbour  of  a  few  (hillings  by  a 
falfe  oath,  will  be  a  poor  recom pence ! 

Court 
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Court  of  Admiralty.  This  is  held  before  the 
mayor  for  the  prefervation  of  the  river  Tyne,  at  fuch 
times  as  be  (hall  direft.  His  deputy,  the  water- 
bailiflF»  gives  notice  of  all  offences  committed  con- 
trary  to  the  orders  made  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
brood  of  fiflies,  and  takes  etfedlual  care  that  oflfenders 
may  be  proceeded  againft  according  to  law. 

The  Court  of  Common  Council.  This  is  after 
the  model  of  the  fupreme  court  of  the  nation.  It 
confifts  of  two  houfes  ;  one  is  for  the  mayor  and  aU 
dermen,  the  other  is  for  the  commoners.  They 
make  all  bye-laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  corporation. 
In  this  court  are  recorded  all  deeds  and  evidences. 
The  mayor  can  call  and  adjourn  it  at  pleafure. 

The  Court  of  Guild  is  holden  thrice  a  year,  and 
the  principal  bufinefs  is  for  the  api>rentices  and  fons 
of  freemen  to  petition  for  their  freedom  ;  they  are 
called  by  the  ftyle  of  the  company  that  their  mafters 
or  fathers  were  :  this  is  what  is  termed  •♦  calling  their 
guilds.'*  The  v  ardens  and  Rewards  of  each  company 
attend  there  to  put  a  ftop  to,  or  prevent  any  perfon 
from  obtaining  his  freedom,  who  they  apprehend  is 
not  entitled  to  it.  An  apprentice  is  called  thrice  in 
guild,  or  rather  at  three  different  guild  days ;  the  fon 
of  a  freeman  only  once.  And  if  an  objedion  be 
made,  or  a  ftop  put  to  his  guild,  the  perfon  making 
the  objedlion  is  fummoned  before  the  common-coun- 
cil, to  give  his  reafon  for  flopping  the  guild  ;  and  if 
he  fhew  good  caufe  for  making  the  objedlion,  then 
the  perfon  applying  cannot  be  fworn  a  freeman  till 
the  objeAion  be  removed.  But  if  no  ftop  be  put,  or 
objediou  made  at  the  guild,  then  the  perfon  apply- 
ing may  at  any  time  afterwards  be  fworn  a  free  bur* 
gefs  before  the  mayor  or  any  other  magiftrate. 

The 
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The  magiftratcs  of  Newca<llc  being,  ex  officio, 
juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  town  and  county,  hold 
firflions  of  the  peace  every  quarter  of  the  year  in  the 
guildhall.  Much  bufinefs,  and  very  frequently  of 
great  confequence,  is  tranfaded  on  thefe  occafions. 
The  recorder  always  prefides.  Criminal  caufes,  in- 
fringements on  the  privileges  of  the  burgeflTes,  inju- 
ries done  to  the  river,  &c.  are  all  tried  here ;  impri- 
fonments,  corporal  punifhment,  tranfportation,  and 
every  punifliment  (hort  of  life,  are  here  awarded  to 
tbofe  legally  convidted. 

.  We  ihall  conclude  this  defcription  of  the  civil  go* 
.vernnlent  of  this  large  and  populous  town,  and  the 
adminidration  of  its  laws  and  cuftoms,  in  the  warm, 
iind  we  hope  not  unmerited,  eulogium  upon  it  by 
the  learned  Mi:  Wallis. "  It  muft  ever  be  remem- 
bered (fays  that  pleafing  writer)  to  the  honour  of 
the  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle,  that  their  attention 
and  zeal  have  ever  been  confpicuous,  unremitted,  and 
ardent,  in  maintaining  harmony  and  good  order  a^ 
'mong  all  ranks  of  people  within  their  jurifdidion^ 
and  ftigmatizing  bold  and  impudent  mifdemeanor& 
Ever  inclined  to  lenity  rather  than  rigour,  and  coo* 
fcious  how  much  fome  delinquents  are  more  afieded 
by  being  expo&d  to  public  fhame  and  ignominy, 
than  by  any  other  fort  of  pumiliment,  they  had  an 
ancient  cuftom  of  punifhing  drunkards  and  brawUng 
women,  by  caufing  them  to  pafs  in  review  through 
the  ilreets,  each  in  a  machine  fymbolical  of  their  no*- 
torious  mifcondud.  Thus  diftinguifbed  is  Newcaftle 
for  its  good  government."  We  have  only  to  ^dd  the 
high  authority  of  his  nfiajefty's  judges  of  aflize,  that  it 
is  certainly  owing  to  the  unremitted  attention'  of  the 
magiftrates  tft  the  mild  gdminiftration  of)  juftice,  tbt^ 
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tbe  Grander  of  felonies,  roifdemeanours,  Sx-c.  of  fo  vail 
and  coosmercial  a  town  a$  Newcaftle,  is  generally  the 
fairell,  and  lead  fullied  with  crimes  of  almoft  any 
other  in  their  extenfive  circuit. 

A  lift  of  tbe  mayors,  &-c.  will  be  givien  at  the 
clofe  of  the  work. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  TOWN  IN 
PARUAMENT. 

Even  the  moft  arbitrary  defpot  cannot  govern  with- 
out advice.  He  muft  fee  with  the  eyes  and  hear 
with  the  ears  of  others.  Thefe  fubfidiary  media,  it 
muft  be  owned,  only  multiply  the  evils,  and  heighten 
the  prefTures  of  the  people.  In  the  feudal  times  of 
England,  the  prince  called  together  and  aflfefted  to 
be  advifed  by  the  deliberations  of  his  chiefs  or  nobles. 
Nor  was  it  till  the  viaorious  Saxons  held  their  wit- 
tenagemots,  or  public  aflemblics,  that  the  Britifti  na- 
tion had  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  civil  liberty.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  the  parliaments  of  England  are  of 
high  antiquity.  But  this  auguft  body,  during  the 
revolution  of  feveral  centuries,  were  called,  more  fov 
the  purpofcs  of  receiving  royal  mandates,  and  fane- 
tioning  the  arbitrary  edids  of  the  prince,  than  for 
enadting  and  promulgating  falutary  ftatutes,  equally 
conducive  to  the  ftability  of  the  throne  and  the  beft 
interefts  of  the  people.  This  was  almoft  invariably 
the  cafe  till  the  glorious  revolution,  when  the  people 
made  a  compad  with  the  prince,  and  put'  the  fceptre 
into  his  hand  with  wife  and  prudent  limitations. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  averfion  which  the 
knights  and  burgefles,  who  were  chofen  reprefenta- 
tivcs,  difcovered  to  accept  of  the  nomination,  in  for- 
mer times,  previous  to  the  revolution  ;  but,  as  Hume 
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juftly  obferves,  the  backvvardnefs  of  our  aticeftors  can 
only  be  equalled  by  the  aftoniftiing  avidity  whicn  is 
now  difcovered  to  obtain  a  feat  in  pariiament.*  We 
would  not  wifti  to  credit  Walpole,  who  firft  quef- 
tioned  parliamentary  integrity,  and  fald,  thkt  ••  Every 
member  had  his  price,*' 

In  our  enumeration  of  the  burgefles  who  have  re- 
prefented  this  very  ancient  town,  the  limits  of  our 
work  will  not  permit  ms  to  give  k  particular  detail  ; 
nor  16  it  perhaps  material  to  be  known. 

It  is  uncertain,  fays  Mr.  Brand,  whether  or  not 
Newcaftle  wa6  among  the  boroughs  fummoned  by 
the  barons  who  took  arms  againft  king  Henry  III. 
to  fend  members  to  the  great  council  of  the  nationi 
anno  1164. 

A.  D.  1283,  king  Edward  I.  fummoned  to  his  par<^ 
Ijament  at  Shrewlbury,  two  knights  for  each  county, 
and  two  reprefentatives  each^  for  twenty-one  of  the 
principal  towns  in  England,  among  which  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne  is  named;  and  the  form  of  the  ancient 
writs  clearly  evinces,  that  the  two  perfons  to  be  ho* 
noured  by  fuch  reprefeutation  were  originally  to  be 
chofcn  out  of  the  number  of  the  principal  burgefles 
of  the  refpedive  towns. 

The  firil  two  burgefles  upon  record  who  were  cho- 
fen  for  Newcaftle^  were  John  Scot  and  Peter  Graper, 
or  Draper,  who  reprefented  this  town  in  Parliament, 
Aield  at  York,  A.  D.  1297,  the  26th  of  Edward  I. 

In  the  parliament  held  at  London,  anno  I30f» 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  was  rejprefented  by  Nicholas 
Carliol  anil  Thomas  de  Fifina. — Piyrme's  Parliawai- 
Uiry  Unfits. 

U\  that  held  at  Weftminfter,  A.  D.  1310,  by  Rich, 
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£(nd4«ii  and  John  de  C9rliol«-*r-We  omit  fever^l 

In  that  held  ibidem,  A.  D.  1386,  by  Laurence  do 
Adon  and  Philip  Howell.  Laurence  de  Adop  vi^as 
chpfcn  in  feveral  fucccflivc  parliaments. 

In  that  held  ibidem^  by  Laurencif  AAon  and  Ro*. 
g^r  Thornton,  A,  D.  1399.  Good  Roger  Thornton 
wai  repeatedly  eleded,  npr  can  we  wonder  at  the 
choice. 

A.  D.  1441,  Robert  Rhodes  and  Robert  Heworth 
were  chofen. 

A.  Q.  1553*  Sir  Robert  Brandling,  knight,  and 
Edward  Hall. 

A.  p.  i6zo,  Francis  ^nderfon  apd  TJioipas  Rid- 
del, knights. 

A.  D.  1626,  Henry  Anderfon  and  Tboma§  Liddell, 
bights, 

A*  p.  1040,  Henry  Anderfon,  knight,  and  Jphn 
filackdon,  efq. 

Sir  Henry  ^n^^rfoo,  knight,  was  difabled,  Sept.  4, 
1643,  ^^^  defertin^  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  and  re- 
pairing to  the  Jcing'p  (Charles  J.)  army,  againft  the 
Parliament.  Yet  he  had  fubfcribed  the  faiiious  fo- 
kinn  league  and  covenjant.  rarliaifientary  Hijiary, 
voL  xiiup  9, 

The  rega)  goyernnient  being  overthrown,  and 
Cbar)^  J,  being  beh^gd^  by  the  paiUanient?ry 
^r^y»  Q.Hver  Crpnjwejl,  their  general,  convened  a 
parliament,  called  the  Little  Parliament,  biu  no  re- 
pr^feotdtiycs  for  any  cities  or  borough,  except  Lon- 
don,  were  returned. 

By  the  inftrument  of  government,  fubfcribed  by 

Oliver  Cromwell,  Dec,  16,  1653,  ^^hen   he  wns  |n- 

•i^gwiited  Lord  Proteift9r,  for  the  more  equal  repre- 
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featation  of  the  kingdom,  three  mecnbers  were  af^ 
figned  for  the  county  of  Northumberland,  one  for 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and  one  for  Berwick. 

In  purfuance  of  the  above  plan,  in  the  parliament 
that  met  Sept.  3,  1654;  Newcaftle  was  reprefented 
by  Sir  Arthur  Hdfilrig,  bart.  There  is  an  order  of 
the  common- council  of  Newcaftle,  May  31^  1654, 
for  allowing  five  fliilUngs  per  day  to  fuch  peribn  as 
Ihould  be  elefted  member  of  parliament,  ordered  to 
be  fummortcd  to  meet  at  Wettminfter  3d  Sept,  next. 

By  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe  who  ferved  in  par- 
liament begun  at  Weftminfter  April  2;j,  1660,  cdled 
the  Healing  Parlia^nent,  as  they  were  returned  idto 
the  crown  office,  it  appears  that  Robert  Ellifon  and 
William  Caverley,  efqs.  were  eleded  for  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne. 

In  the  parliament  held  in  the  13th  of  Charles  II, 
Francis  Anderfon  and  John  Marley,  knights,  repre- 
fented this  town. 

A.  D.  1674,  Sir  William  Blackett  and  Sir  Francis 
Anderfon  were  the  reprefentatives. 

A,  D.  1679,  Ralph  Carr,  knight,  and  Nathaniel 
Johnfon,  efq. 

In  the  convention  parliament,  in  confequence  of 
the  abdication  of  James  II.  Jan.  22,  1688,  Ralph 
Carr,  knight,  and  William  Blackett,  knt.  and  bart, 

In  the  parliament  which  met  March  20,  1689,  ift 
of  William  and  Mary,  Ralph  Carr,  knight,  and  Wil- 
liam Carr,  efq. 

In  that  of  0<a.  20,  1702,  which  was  the  firft  par- 
liament  of  queen  Anne,  Henry  Liddell,  knight,  and 
William  Carr,  efq. 

In  that  which  met  Oa.  25,  1705,  the  firft  parlia- 
ment  of  Great  Britain  conttituted  by  the   union, 

which 
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which  commenced    on  May-day,    1707,    William 
Blackett,  knt.  and  bait,  and  William  Carr,  efq. 

In  the  firft  parliament  of  king  George  I,  which 
met  March  17,  1715,  William  Blackett,  bart.  and 
William  Wrightfon,  efq. 

In  the  firft  parliament  of  George  II,  Nov.  28, 
1727,  Sir  William  Blackett,  bart.  and  Nicholas  Fen^ 
wick,  cfq.  The  poll  ended  Sept.  8,  1727,  when  Sir 
William  Blackett  had  1202  votes,  Mr  Fen  wick  1 189, 
and  Mr  Cairr  620.  The  unfuccefsful  candidate  peti- 
tioned, and  having  difqualified  above  600  of  Sir  WiU 
ham's  voters  for  bribery,  he  was  voted  by  the  com- 
mittee duly  eleded.— Sir  William  died  Sept.  29, 1 728. 

In  the  eighth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  meet 
June  13,  1734,  Walter  Blackett,  efq.  and  Nicholas 
Fenwick,  efq.  This  eledtion,  the  poll-book  of  which 
was  printed,  lafted  eight  days.  The  candidates  were 
Walter  Blackett,  efq.  who  had  1354  votes  ;  Nicholas 
Fenwick,  cfq.  and  alderman,  had  1083  ;  and  William 
.Carr,  efq,  and  alderman,  716.  1795  freemen  voted 
at  this  eleftion. 

In  the  ninth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  17^1, 
the  fame. — At  this  eledlion,  long  known  by  the  name 
of  the  great  contejl^  which  lafted  fix  days,  the  poll- 
book  of  which  was  alfo  printed.  There  were  four 
candidates,  all  of  them  aldermen  of  the  town,  vt2. 
Walter  Blackett,  efq.  who  had  1454  votes ;  Nicho* 
las  Fenwick,  efq.  1231  ;  Matthew  Ridley,  efq.  1131, 
and  William  Carr,  efq.  683.  2391  freemen  voted 
upon  the  occafion.  It  is  faid  that  a  ctxX2i\x\  yellow 
metal  was,  in  the  arduous  conteft,  fcattered  with  a 
liberal  hand.  William  Carr  and  Matthew  Ridley, 
efqrs.  were  petitioners. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Cair  died  May  16,  1742  ;  and  Mr.  Ridley  re- 
newed his  petition  in  the  fecond  feffion.  Mr.  Fen- 
wick  declined  being  a  candidate,  in  the  year  17479 
and  died  at  Lemington  1759. 

In  the  tenth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  1747, 
Walter  Blackett  and  Matthew  Ridley,  efqrs,  were 
chofen  reprefentatives.  Walter  Blackett,  efq.  fuc^ 
ccedcd  to  the  title  of  baronet,  Oftober  10,  1749.  on 
the  death  of  his  father. 

In  the  eleventh  parliament,  1754,  by  Sir  Walter 
Blackett,  bart.  and  Matthew  Ridley,  efq. 

.  In  the  firft  parliament  of  George  HI.  by  the  fame, 

March  21,  1768,  the  fame  were  re-eleded. 

In  the  fourteenth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,,  this 
town  was  reprefented  by  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart. 
and  Sir  Matthew  Whifee  Ridley,  bart.  of  Blagdon. 

On  July  2,  1774,  Mr,  Ridley  refigncd  againft  the 
next  general  eledion.  The  conteft  on  this  occaficM) 
continued  eight  days,  ending  on  Wedniefday,  O^ber 
19,  1774.  The  poll-book  was  printed.  Sir  Walter 
Bla<ikett  had  1432  votes,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridjey 
J411  ;  the  hon.  Conllantine  John  Phipps,  (after- 
wards Lord  Mulgrave)  795  j  and  Thomas  Delaval, 
efq.  677.  2162  pcrfons  voted  on  thi3  Qccafion  j  a 
fmaller  number,  by  229,  than  at  the  great  conteft  in 
1 741,  although  600  are  faid  to  have  been  admitted  to 
their  freedom  at  this  eleftion. 

Sir  John  Trevelyan,  bart.  was  chofen,  M^rch  I4t 
1777,  on  a  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  of  his 
uncle,  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  at  London,  February  u, 
of  that  year.  There  was  a  hard  conteft  on  this  occa- 
fion.  It  began  on  Thurfday,  26th  February,  and 
lafted  fourteen  days.  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  bart.  poll- 
ed  1163J  and  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes,  efq.  1068 

votes. 
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votes.  Mr.  Bowes  petitioned  ftgainft  Sir  John  ;  but 
no  proof  of  bribery  being  produced,  his  elcftion  was 
declared  valid. 

September  21,  T780,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
bait,  and  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes,  efq.  were  cho- 
fen.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  had  1408  votes ;  Mr.  Bowesr 
1135  ;  Mr.  Delaval  1085. 

At  this  eletlion  2245  freemen  voted ;  of  which 
number  it  is  remarkable,  that  862  were  fingle  voters, 
Xtrmtii plumpers ;  viz.  231  for  Sir  Matthew;  514 
for  Mr.  Bowes ;  and  li^j  for  Mr.  Delaval.  The  laN 
ter  gentleman  petitioned  againft  Mr.  Bowes,  and 
fome  burgcDes  againft  Sir  M.  W.Ridley;  but  no* 
thing  was  done  by  the  committee  in  either  petition. 

A.  D.  1784.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bart.  and 
Charles  Brandling,  of  Gosforth-ftoufe,  efq.  were  cled- 
ed  to  rcprefent  this  town  in  parliament. 

In  the  year  1 790,  the  fame  two  gentlemen  were 
le-chofen  ;  as  were  they  again  at  the  general  eledtioft 
in  1796;  but,  on  account  of  the  ill  ftatc  of  Mr. 
Brandling's  health,  he  refigned  his  feat  near  the  end 
of  the  year  !  797, and  his  fon,  Charles  John  Brandling, 
Vras  chofcn  in  his  ftead  in  January  following. 

MERCHANT  ADVENTURERS. 

The  Phenkians  were  among  the  moft  early  of  the 
nations  who  turned  their  attenticHi  folely  to  trade. 
That  enteri^izing  people  demonftrated  to  mankind 
that  commercial  intercourfe  was  the  moft  powerful 
cement  of  fociety  ;  and  that,  while  it  rendered  the 
various  produdions  of  different  climes,  and  of  the 
moft  remote  nations,  one  common  fund  anfwering 
all  the  wants  of  man ;  it  at  the  (ame  time  foftened 

the 
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the  mannen  of  the  moft  uncultivated,  and  dUarmed 
the  hand  of  the  violent  and  the  rapacious.  To  the 
affiftance  of  commerce,  fociety  will  be  found  in- 
debted  for  the  greater  part  of  whatever  contri- 
butes to  the  cafe,  convenience,  or  elegance  of  life. 
But  an  infular  fituation  has  ever  been  found  mod 
friendly  to  trade,  and  indeed  (fays  a  modem  hifto* 
rian)  every  acknowledgment  is  due  to  it  from  the 
inhabitants  of  ifiands ;  and  we  of  Britain,  with  our 
very  exiftence,  perhaps  owe  to  trade  all  that  gives 
value  to  our  prefent  being,  our  progrefs  in  fcience, 
our  improvement  in  every  art,  our  perfonal  fccurity, 
our  national  opulence  and  grandeur,  and,  probably, 
what  ought  to  be  of  the  higbeft  concern  to  us,  our 
fuperior  knowledge  of  religious  truth. 

Mercantile  focieties,  anciently  called  guiMs,  or 
fraternities,  are  thought  to  have  been  firft  founded  in 
Europe  near  the  latter  end  of  the  feventh  century. 
The  borough  of  Newcaftle  ftood  much  indebted  to 
the  patronage  of  king  John,  and  was  honoured  very 
early  in  his  reign  with  exteniive  and  new  franchifes. 
And  it  was  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  reign  that 
he  conftituted  in  it  a  fociety  of  free  merchants.  This 
fraternity  he  exempted  from  pleading  any  where 
without  its  walls  to  any  .plea  but  that  concerning  fo- 
reign trade.  He  releafed  them  from  the  duty  of 
toll,  laftage,  pontage,  and  pafTage  in  the  feaports  of 
bis  dominions  at  home  and  abroad,  empowering  the 
mayor  of  Newcaftle,  or  (heriffof  Northumberland, 
to  give  them  reparation  for  whatever  injury  they 
might  fuftain. 

Anciently  Englifli  merchants  were  prohibited  from 
carrying  ftaple  commodities  out  of  the  realm ;  bat 
Newcaftle,  by  a  charter  of  l^ing  Edward  III.  in  the 

year 
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year  x353i  was  made  a  Aaple  town  in  common  with 
nine  others,  whither  the  merchants  of  England  were 
by  a&  of  parliament  to  carry  their  wool,  cloth,  lead, 
tin,  &c. 

December  4tb,  1504,  a  licence  was  granted  by 
king  Henry  VII.  to  the  governors  and  merchants  of 
the  merchants'  guild,  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tync,  cm- 
powering  them,  till  the  firft  of  Auguft  next,  to  buy 
any  wools  or  woolfels,  of  the  growth  of  Northumber- 
land, Cumberland,  Weftmorcland,  Durham,  AUerton 
and  Kichmondfliires,  and  fhip  them  from  Newcaftle 
to  any  part  of  Flanders,  Brabant,  Holland,  Zealand, 
or  any  foreign  parts,  at  two  (hippings,  paying  for 
every  fack  of  flour  ten  fhillings,  and  the  like  fum  for 
every  two  hundred  and  forty  woolfels. 

December  1 1 ,  1509,  king  Henry  VIII.  renewed 
the  above  grant ;  and,  in  1517,  he  made  an  exempli-* 
ficacion  of  former  grants  to  the  merchants  of  New- 
caftle. 

The  exports  of  this  fociety,  about  the  year  1520, 
appear  to  have  been  canvas,  Iheep-feins,  lamb-fels, 
lead,  grindftones,  coals,  and  rough- tanned  leather. 

Edward  VI.  1546,  granted  a  charter  to  the  mer- 
chants of  Newcaftle,  by  the  title  of  Merchant  Ven- 
turers, in  the  ports  of  Brabant,  beyond  the  feas ;  to 
confift  of  a  governor,  twelve  affiftants,  and  two  war- 
dens ;  to  be  eleded  and  fworn  on  the  ninth  of  Odo- 
bcr  in  every  year;  to  have  perpetual  fucceffion, 
power  to  fue  and  to  be  fued,  8tc.  a  clerk,  a  feal,  and 
beadle ;  power  to  purchafe  lands,  to  make  by-laws, 
to  buy  and  fhip  to  foreign  parts  wool  and  woolfels  of 
the  growth  of  Northumberland,  &c.  as  before  by 
Henry  VIL 
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A  by-law  of  this  fociety,  dated  1554,  concerning 
the  apprentices  of  the  fellowihip,  exhibits  an  intereft- 
ing  pi£ture  of  the  then  drefs  and  manners  ;  it  is  enti- 
tled an  ad  for  the  apparel  of  apprentices,  November 
1, 1554.  After  inveighing  againft  the  vices  and  ex- 
cefles  of  the  times,  it  adds»  ''  What  dyfeng,  carding, 
and  mumming,  what  typling,  dauncing,  and  brafenge 
of  harlots!  what  garded  coats,  jagged  hofe  lyned 
with  (ilk  and  cut  ihoes !  what  ufe  of  gitterns  by  night, 
what  wereing  of  herds!  what  daggers  is  by  them 
worn  crofle  over  thwarte  their  backs  that  this  theire 
doings  are  more  cumlye  and, decent  for  rageng  ruf- 
fians than  feemlie  for  honed  apprentizes !"  We  won- 
der what  our  beaux  efprits,  our  bloods  would  (ay  to 
all  this. 

Anno  1603,  it  was  alfo  ordered  by  a  by-law  of  this 
fraternity,  that ''  their  apprentices  (hould  be  forbidden 
to  daunce,  dice,  card,  mum,  or  ufe  any  mu(ic,  either  by 
nyght  or  by  day  in  the  ftreets.  They  are  not  to  wear 
any  velvat  or  lace  on  tl^eir  appareli,  neither  any  iilk 
garters,  (ilk  or^  velvat  girdles,  (ilk  points^  worfted  or 
jerfey  (lockings,  (hoe  -ftrings  of  (ilk,  pumps,  pantofles, 
or  cork  (hoes,  hats  lyned  with  velvat,  nor  cloke$  and 
daggers,  neither  fliail  they  wear  then:  haire  longe,  nor 
locks  at  their  ears  like  ruffians  !" 

Anno  1649,  abj-law  of  this  fociety  ordered  „  that 
every  apprentice  fliould  cutt  his  haire  from  the  crown 
of  his  head,  keep  his  foreheade  bare,  his  lockes,  if  any, 
Ihall  not  reatch  below  the  lap  of  bis  eare,  and  the 
fame  length  to  be  obferved  behind.  And  if  in  cafe 
any  be  (icke,  he  (hall  weare  a  linnen-  cap  and  no 
other,  and  that  without  lace.  And  they  ihall  weare 
no  beaver  hatts,  nor  caftors,  if  their  hatts  be  blacke, 
they  fliali  have  blacke  bands,  if  grey  hatts,  their  bands 

iuitable. 
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fuitable.  They  Ihall  weare  no  lilke,  ftufFe,  or  catnell 
haire,  &c."  , 

In  the  year  1656,  refpefting  apprentices,  there  is 
this  curious  preamble,  *'  Whereas  in  thefe  late  times, 
wherein  iniquity  abounds,  we  find,  by  woeful  expe- 
rience, a  great  apoflacy  and  falling  off  from  the  truth 
to  popery,  quakerifm,  and  all  manner  of  berefy,  and 
and  unheard-of  blafphemy  and  profanenefs.  Enact- 
ed, that  no  popifh  recufant,  quaker,  or  any  who  ihall 
not  attend  duly  on  his  mailer  at  the  public  ordi- 
nances ;  or  any  who  is  bafe. begotten,  crook-backed, 
or  lame,  or  any  other  way  deformed,  be  taken  an  ap- 
prentice, on  pain  of  being  fined  one  hundred  marks. 
And  every  apprentice  convided  of  fornication  ihould 
pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds/* 

ITiis  fociety  agreed,  167 1,  to  pay  the  duty  of  pri. 
mage,  for  goods  imported  within  the  port  of  Tyne. 
The  imports  are  wainfcots,  great  balks,  boom  fpars, 
&c.  &-C. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davifon,  merchant-adventurer,  de- 
vifed  to  this  fociety  certain  lands  in  the  Leazes,  of  the 
yearly  value  often  pounds. 

The  fociety,  anno  1681,  fold  ninety-four  ridges  of 
land  in  the  Leazes,  devifeJ  to  them  by  Thomas 
Davifon,  to  the  corporation  for  ever,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  thirteen  pounds. 

Mr  John  Rumney  bequeathed,  1694,  to  this  frater- 
nity of  merchants,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to 
be  lent  out  to  a  yo  ung  brother,  without  inteieft,  for 
three  years. 

Mr,  Timothy  Davidfon,  merchant-adTenturer  and 
boothman,  by  his  will,  dated  February  7,  i6g4,  gave 
the  fum  of  three  hundrexl  pounds  to  this  fraternity, 
on  condition  that  two-thirds  of  tlic  intcreft  thereof 
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fliould  be  paid  to  the  poor  brethren  and  widows  of 
the  company,  in  the  month  of  December  every  year, 
and  the  remaining  third  part  to  the  four  churches  of 
Newcaflle. 

Jofeph  Atkinfon,  merchant-adventurer  and  booth- 
man,  bequeathed  to  this  fociety  one  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  lent  to  a  young  trading  brother  for  five  years ; 
dated  March  13, 1712. 

Thomas  Davifon,  efq.  of  Ferry-hill,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  by  his  declaration  of  truft,  dated  Auguft 
19, 1755,  acknowledged  his  having  funk  five  hundred 
pounds  in  the  corporation  of  Newcallle,  upon  truft, 
that  they  (hould  pay  the  yearly  interefl.  of  the  faid 
fum,  at  four  per  cent,  whenever  it  (hould  amount  to 
fifty  pounds,  to  a  fon  of  a  merchant  of  this  fociety,  or 
to  any  young  man  who,  by  fervitude,  (hould  obtain 
his  franchife  thereof,  to  aflSft  him  in  beginning  bufi- 
nefs  for  himfelf ;  deputing  firft  Sir  Walter  Blackett, 
bart.  Moiton  and  Thomas  Davifon,  efqrs.  to  appoint 
fuch  young  merchants :  and,  after  the  refpcdive 
deaths  of  thefe  gentlemen,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  flie- 
rifF,  and  common-council  of  Newcaftle,  for  the  time 
being,  in  common- council  afiembled. 

With  feveral  other  bequeftst  which  our  limits  will 
riot  allow  us  to  infert. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  merchants*  company  is  of 
very  high  antiquity  ;  as  they  themfelvcs  fet  forth,  in 
an  application  to  parliament,  1644,  that  they  have 
been  a  company  of  merchants  ever  fince  king  John's 
time,  and  have  been  confirmed  in  their  privileges  by 
many  royal  grants  and  charters ;  and  that  they  have 
been  a  guild  of  merchants  ever  fince  the  i7th  year  of 
king  John,  (they  add)  which  is  a  year  before  the 
grant  to  the  merchants  of  London. 

They 
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They  poffefs,  by  charter,  feveral  exclufive  privi- 
leges^  and  are  regulated  by  a  code  of  by-laws,  judicious 
and  falutary,  for  promoting  the  common  intereft  of 
this  opulent  fraternity,  and  of  the  town. 

The  hall  in  which  they  hold  their  public  meeting* 
is  in  the  caft  end  of  the  town -court ;  an  elegant  and 
fpacious  room,  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  river. 

The  particulars  of  a  fubjeft  (fays  Brand,  with  great 
propriety)  which  is  found  of  fuch  moment  in  the 
general  confidcration,  cannot  be  thought  trivial;  nor 
will  that  labour  fcem  unimportant  which  hadcoUeft* 
cd  the  fcattered  memorials  of  thofe  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  who,  devoting  themfelvcs  to  the  profeHion  of 
merchandize,  have,  in  a  long  and  uninterrupted  fuc- 
ceifioQy  with  the  gradual  improvement  of  their  town« 
aggrandized  their  refpeftive  families,  and  contributed 
in  no  fmall  degree,  to  the  advancement  of  the  date. 

Governors  of  the  Merchants*  Company. 


1480  March  23,  Thonuf  Fen- 

reth,  ckrk 
1490  Odobtr    15,    Peter  Be* 

wick,  mafter 
151^  John  Blaxton,  mafter 

15 16  John  Brandling 

15 1 7  £dw:ird  Baxter 

1518  The  fame 

1519  Thomas  Horflcy 
15 19  The  fame 

1528  EdwarJ  Swinbum 
1533  Tliomas  Horflcy 
1536  Rpbert  Brandh'isg 

1546  Henry  Anderfon 

1547  Robert  firaadling 

1548  Mark  Shaftoe 

1549  Cuthbcrt  Ellifon 

1550  Robert  Brihara 


1 55 1  Bertram  Anderfoa 

1552  Robert  Lewen 
'553  Cuthbert  Blunt 

1554  Cnthbcrt  Ellifon 

1555  Robert  Hodgfon 

1556  Chriftopher  Mitford 

1557  Bertram  Anderfon 

1558  Ofwald  Chapman 

1559  Robert  Ellifon 

1560  Chriftopher  Mu(gravc 

1 56 1  John  Wilkinfon 
1564  Robert  Brkndliiig 
1569  Chriftopher  Mitford 
1573  William  Sclby 

1575  Henry  Anderfon 

1576  Henry  Brandling 
1578  Mark  Shaftoe 
1580  Richard  Hodgfon 

1587  Edward 
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1587  Edward  Lcwen 
158S  Roger  Nicholfon 

1589  William  Sclby 

1590  Robert  Atkinfon 

1591  George  Farncby 
159a  Rx>ger  Raw 

1593  Lionel  Maddifon 

1594  Henry  Andcrfon 

1595  William  Riddle 

1596  Ralph  Jennifon 

1597  Henry  Chapipan 

1598  George  Famcby 

1599  William  Jennifon 

1600  Sir  George  Selby,  knt. 

1601  Francis  Anderfon 

1602  Robert  Dudley 
1605  William  Warmouth 

1604  Thomas  Riddle 

1605  Lionel  Maddifon 

1606  Sir  George  Selby,  knt. 

1607  James  Clavering 

1608  Henry  Chapman 

1 609  Thomas  Liddel 

1 610  William  Jennifoa 

1611  Sir  George  Selby,  knt, 

1612  William  Warmouth 


1622  Sir  George  Selby » ImU 

1623  Henry  Maddifon 

1624  William  Hall 

1625  Thomas  Liddle 

1626  Alexander  DaTifoB 

1628  Robert  Bewick 

1629  John  Clarering 

1 630  William  Warmouth 

1639  T^^  ft"** 

1640  Alexander  Daviibn 

1 64 1  Leonard  Carr 

1646  Ralph  Grey 

1647  The  (ame    - 

1648  Chriftopher  NichoUcm 
The  fame  till  1670 

1670  Thomas  Davifon 

The  fame  till  1675 
1676  Robert  EUifon. 
1678  Timothy  Dai vfon 
1696  Nicholas  Fenwick 
1704  Nicholas  Ridley 
17x1  Robert  Fenwick 
1 7 12  Matthew  White} 
1739  Matthew  Ridley 
Sir    Mathew   White    Ridley, 
hart,  the  pre&nt  goyenior« 


SOCIETY  OF  HOASTMEN. 

The  coal-trade  being,  oF  all  other  branches  of  com- 
merce, of  the  greateft  confequence,  not  only  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  but,  as  it  extends  its  influ- 
ence to  the  nation  at  large,  conllituting  one  of  the 
principal  conveniences  of  life,  opulence  to  the  mer- 
cantile branches,  and  fecurity  and  dignity  to  the  (late, 
whatever,  therefore,  refpefts  this  fource  of  national 
greatnefs  claims,  in  a  particular  manner,  our  atten- 
tion. We  v^rill  not,  however,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of 
our  hiftory,  when  defcribing  the  conftitution  and  re- 
gulations 
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gulations  of  the  fociety  of  hoaftmen  or  fitters,  con- 
found this  with  an  account  of  the  coal-trade,  as  we 
refcrve  this  important  department  for  a  place  appro- 
priated to  itfclf :  and  therefore  we  (hall  not  enter  in- 
to all  the  minutiae,  or  every  leflcr  circumftance,  re- 
fpeding  this  opulent  and  very  confequential  fociety, 
feleding  only  the  moil  informing  and  important. 

It  appears  that  a  fociety  of  hoaftmen  had  exifted  as 
a  guild  or  fraternity  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne  from  time  immemorial,  before  their  incorpora* 
tion  by  royal  charter,  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
granted  on  the  following  occalion  :  About  the  year 
1599  queen  Elizabeth  requiring  of  the  mayor  and 
burgefles  of  that  town  the  great  arrears  of  a  duty 
payable  to  the  crown,  of  two- pence  per  chaldron  on 
coals  fold  to  non  freemen  in  the  port  of  Tyne,  (the 
date  of  which  deficiency  is  not  afcertained)  it  ap- 
peared that  the  payment  of  this  impoft  had  been  fo 
long  negleded,  that  they  found  themfelves  unable  to 
comply  with  the  royal  demand  ;  on  which  they  be- 
fought  ber  majefty  to  remit  them  the  fum,  and  to  in- 
corporate the  old  guild  of  boaftmen,  who,  on  their 
incorporation,  ihould,  by  a  grant  to  the  queen,  her 
bein  and  fucceflbrs,  for  ever,  pay  one  (hilling  for  every 
cbalder  of  coals  exported  from  thence  to  the  free 
people  of  England.  Tbefe  are  the  obfervations  of 
Mr  Gardiner  in  his  England's  Grievances  ;  but  the 
hoaftmen  fay,  they  made  this  grant  to  her  majefty  out 
of  pure  loyalty  and  goodwill,  and  to  enable  her  to 
fupport  the  realm  againft  its  foreign  enemies.  The 
queen  feems  indeed  to  countenance  this  patriotic 
motive  of  the  hoftmen,  as  fhe  obferves  ''  that  the 
ihilling  per  chaldron  waa  granted  to  ber  by  the  ho(l« 
men." 

What 
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What  is  juftly  called  the  great  charter  to  the  town 
of  Newcaftle,  granted  by  this  fovereign  in  the  ^li 
year  of  her  reign,  includes  a  claufe  whereby  this  fra- 
ternity is  incorporated,  and  in  which  forty-eight  per- 
fons  are  named  therein  for  the  better  loading  and  dif- 
pofing  o£  pit-coal  and  flones  upon  theTyne;  and  for 
their  own  better  fupport  as  a  fociety,  with  the  title 
of  governor,  ftewards,  and  brethren  of  the  fraternity 
of  hoaftmen  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  a 
common  feal  is  granted  them.  The  governor  and 
ftewards  are  to  be  annuUy  eleded  on  the  fourth  of 
January.  Power  is  given  them  to  load  and  unload 
any  where  on  the  river  Tyne  between  Newcaftle  and 
Sparhawk,  yet  as  near  Newcaftle  as  they  cap,  not- 
withftanding  the  ftatute  of  the  twenty-firft  of  Henry 

the  eight. Sec  the  abJiroEl  of  this  charter  in  the 

preceding  pages. 

The  term  Oft,  or  Hoftman,  fecms  to  have  taken 
its  origin  from  a  paflage  in  a  ftatute  of  Henry  IV.  in 
the  year  1404,  cap.  9.  Merchants  Aliens.  '^  And 
alfo  it  is  ordained  and  ftabliflied,  that  in  every  city, 
town,  and  port  of  the  fea  in  England,  where  the  faid 
merchants  ahens  or  ftrangers  be  or  (hall  be  repairing, 
fufficient  hoojles  (hall  be  afiigned  to  the  fame  mer- 
chants by  the  mayor,  (heriffes,  or  bailifFes  of  the  faid 
cities,  townes  and  portes  of  the  fea.  And  that  the 
fuid  merchants,  &c.  fliall  dwell  in  no  other  plafe, 
but  with  their  faid  hoftes  fo  to  be  afligned ;  and  that 
the  fame  hoftes  ftiall  take  for  their  travaile  in  the 
manner  as  was  accuftomed  in  old  time."  Statutes  hj 
Barker. 

.  The  fubfcquent  regulations  refpeding  the  mea- 
fure,  the  loading,  and  the  duties  on  coals,  we  refer 
to  the  article  coaUtrade,  digging,  vending,  gtC  of 
coals.  Governors 
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600  Mr  William  Jcmilfon 

601  Mr  George  Selbie 
^  Mr  Fraacis  AaAstfoa 

603  Mr  Robert  Dudley 

604  Mr  Thomas  Riddcll 
60$  Mr  Wilb'si,m  Jemtifon 

606  The  fame 

607  Mr  Geerge  Selbie 

608  Mr  James  Claveriiig 

609  Mr  Henry  Chapman 
6iO  MrTh<>m^$  lAdd^ 

611  Mr  Francis  And^rfon 

612  Mr  George  Selbie 

(5 1 5  Mr  Francis  Andcrfon 
614  Mr  Tbomas  RiddcH 
fn§  The  l^me 
^16  Mr  Geoige  Selbie 
617  Mr  James  Clavering 
627   Mr  Peter  Riddcll 

636  Mr  Thomas  Liddell 

637  The  Tame 

6^9  Mr  Thomas  Marley 

639  Sir  Lyoncl  Maddtfon 

640  Mr  Robert  Anderfon 

641  Mr  Nicholas  Cole 
^4.2  Mr  Le<mar4  Carr 

643  The  fame   « 

644  Sh^  John  Marley,  mayor 

645  Sir  Ly<^ne)  Maddtfon  ' 
$45  Mr  Ralph  Grey 

647  Thefaxns 

648  The  fame 
649.50-^1-52  The  fame 

653  Mr  Leonard  Carr 

654  The  fame 

#55  Mr  Robert  Shafco 

3 


1656^.'/ 'S-sr  The  fame 

1 660  Mr  John  Emerfon 

1661  'Iluiamo 

1662  Mr  William  Blackett 

1663  The  fame 

1664  So- Jas.  C}averin|:,  bart. 

1665  Sir  Francis  Liddell,  knt. 

1 666  Mr  Henry  Maddifoh 
1667.8  William  Blackett,  efq.    . 

1669  Ralph  JennifoRt  eiq. 

1670  till  .i674.Thefamd 
1675  Thomas  Jenniibn,  efq.    . 
)  676  Sir  Francis  Anderfon,  knt* 

1677  Sir  Ralph  Carr,  knt. 

1678  till  x6S^3  The  fame 
1684  ^ir  William  Blackett 
16S5  Wm  Aubone,  efq«  mayor 

1686  Sir  Henry  Brabant,  knu 

1687  Nich.  Cole,  efq.  mayor 

1688  Sir  Wm.  Creak,  knt. 

1689  Mr  Thomas  Bewick 

1690  Wm  Carr,  efq.  mayor 
1091  Sh:  Wm  Blackeu,  knt. 
i6gz  The  fame 

1693  Mr  George  Harrilbn 

1694  Nicholas  Fenwick,  efq* 

1695  William  Aubone,  efq. 
1 696-7. 8  9-1700  The  fame 
1 70 1  MatUiew  While,  cfq- 
i  702-3-4  The  fam€ 

1705  Sir  Ralph  Csur,  knt. 
1706-7  The  fame 

1708  Mr  Henry  Riddell 

1 709  Rob.  Fen  wick,  efq.  mayor 
1710-11  The  fame 

17x2  Matthew  White,  efq. 

1713.14 
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1713-14^15  Matt.  Wlute,  efq.    I     1728  George  Li ddell,  efq. 
1 7 16  Richard  Ridley,  efq.  I     1740  John  Ord,  efq. 

1725  Sir  William  filackett         |     1745  John  Simpfon,  eA|. 
John  Simpfon,  efq.  was  fucceeded  hj  J.  £.  Blackett^  cfq. 
who  is  the  prefent  governor. 

The  society  of  MASTERS  and  MARINERS, 

Generally  named  The  Trinity- House, 

It  is  certainly  an  important  part  of  the  political  wif- 
doni  of  a  nation  to  know  where  principally  *'  its 
ftrength  lies/'  And  by  experience,  and  never  more 
fo  than  during  the  late  arduous  conteil  with  almoft 
all  the  maritime  powers  ^|||J£urope,  we  find,  that  the 
chief  fource  of  our  power  lies  in  our  naval  force, — 
our  wooden  walls.  In  tracing,  therefore,  the  origin 
of  a  fociety^  to  whofe  good  fervipes  not  only  the  port 
of  Tyne,  but  alfo  our  national  commerce  in  general, 
owTs  very  confiderable  obligationsy  require  that  we 
give  to  its  hiltory  a  more  particular  attention. 

So  remote  as  A.  D.  1335,  the  mariners  of  Newcaf- 
tle  upon  Tyne  are  diftinguiflied  in  our  annals  for  theiir 
bravery  by  fea,  and  their  gallant  behaviour  in  the 
national  fervice. 

This  fociety  was  firft  denominated  an  ancient  rcli- 
giotis  or  fecular  guild,  with  the  title  of  the  **  Guild  or 
Fraternity  of  the  Blefled  Trinity  "  confifling  of  both 
fexes,  and  founded  by  fome  ancient  royal  authority. 

In  the  year  1492,  this  fociety  appears  to  have  been 
an  incorporated  body,  purchafing  by  the  feoffees,  the 
fite  of  their  prefent  houfe  j  for  which  a  red  rofe  was 
to  be  prefented  yearly,  at  miclfummer,  if  demanded. 
A  pottle  of  wine,  for  fome  additional  grant,  continued 
to  be  paid  annually,  above  a  century  after. 

Anno 
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Anno  1 505,  the  fociety  ordered,  that;  a  hall,  cha- 
pel, and  lodgings,  flioulil  be  ereded  on  the  fite  of  the 
prefent  Trinity-houfe,  at  their  common  expenc^,  for 
their  poor  brethren. 

06lober  5,  1536,  king  Henry  VIII.  granted  a  char- 
ter of  new  incorporation  to  this  guild  or  fraternity, 
confining,  at  that  time,  both  of  men  and  women,  out 
of  love  to  the  Trinity,  and  to  encourage  the  art  of 
navigation  ;  which  fociety,  in  future,  was  to  be  go- 
verned  by  a  mafter  and  four  wardens,  and  by  the 
name  of  '*  The  Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Holy  and 
Indivifible  Trinity  ;*•  to  have  a  common  feal,  implead 
and  be  impleaded,  &c.  with  licence  to  build  and  em- 
battle two  towers,  the  one  at  the  entrance  of  the  ha- 
ven  of  Tyne,  and  thejother  on  the  hill  adjoining  ;  in 
each  of  which  lights  were  to  be  maintained  every 
night ;  for  the  fupport  of  which  they  were  empower- 
ed to  receive  fourpence  for  every  foreign  (hip,  and 
twopence  for  every  Englifti  one,  arriving  at  the  port 
of  Tyne,     The  fucceeding  fovereigns,  Edward  VL 
and  Mary,  confirmed  the  above  charters. 

A.  D.  1584,  queen  Elizabeth  granted  to  this  fou 
ciety  a  new  charter,  fountlihg  them  anew,  by  the 
nameof  "  The  Mafter,  Pilots,  and  Seamen  of  the  Tri- 
nity-houfe of  Ncwcaftlc  upon  Tyne ;"  to  be. a  perpe- 
tual brotherhood,  confifting  of  nineteen  elder  bre- 
thren, who  with  the  reft,  ftyled  younger  brethren, 
fliould  yearly,  on  the  Sunday  next  after  Candlemas, 
choofe  a  mafter,  two  elder  wardens,  and  two  younger 
ones ;  as  alfo  four  affiftants  out  of  the  elder  brethren, 
with  as  many  out  of  the  younger,  for  the  government 
of  the  fraternity,  and  fafe  cuftody  of  the  pofleflions 
thereof:  they  were  alFo  to  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
&c.  &c. 

3  D  2  January 
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January  i8,  i6q6,  king  James  I.  granted  a  new 
cbatter  to  this  focicty,  couilitcitmg  them  a  body  fxi- 
litic,  >y  the  name  of  **  Mafter,  Pilots,  and  Seamen,  of 
the  Trinity-houfe  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne/^  to  be  ^ 
perpstual  brotherhood,  and  appointing  a  iti^ler, 
twelve  elder  brethren,  two  elder  wardens,  with  their 
two  affiftants,  and  two  younger  wardens,  with  the  like 
number  of  affiftants.  They  were  to  have  a  common 
feal.  Their  jurifdiclion  was  extended  to  Blithe,  Sun- 
derland,  Hartlepool,  Whitby,  and  Staithcs.  Power 
is  given  them  to  impofe  fines  on  their  offending  bre- 
thren, and  to  appoint  pilots  for  tlie  river  Tyne,  with 
its  creeks  and  members;  who  are  toliave,  forcondu<^- 
ing  every  laden  veflel,  twelvepence  for  every  foot  of 
water  ftie  fliall  draw ;  and  for  every  light  ihip  (hall 
have  eightpence.  The  duty  of  primage  was  confirm- 
ed to  them  for  veffels  from  beyond  tbe  feas  coming 
into  the  river,  or  its  creeks  and  members.  Twopeacc 
per  ton  for  wine,  ©il,  and  other  things  fol4  by  the  ton, 
(fi(h  killed  and  brought  in  by  Engliflimen  excepted) 
and  threepence  per  lafl  of  flax,  hemp,  pitch,  tar,  or 
other  things  fold  by  the  laft.  Aliens  are' to  pay  the 
duty  before  they  leave  the  port ;  and  free  merchants 
and  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  within  ten  days  after 
their  loading.  All  this  to  go  to  the  fupport  of  twelve 
poor  brethren,  or  their  wives,  or  fhipwrecked  ma- 
riners. 

JLightage  was  alfo  confirmed  to  them,  of  every  own- 
cr*s  fhip,  Englilh  born,  fourpence  each  time  ;  and  of 
every  owner's  (hip  that  is  an  alien,  twelvepence.  The 
buoying,  canning,  marking,  and  beaconing  of  the  ri- 
ver Tyne,  was  alfo  confirmed  to  them ;  for  which 
they  are  to  receive  from  each  Ihip,  whofe  owner  is 
Englilh,  and  burden  above  twenty  chaldrons  of  coals, 

-  four- 
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fourpsncc;  of  the  fame  when  under  Uvcnty  chal- 
drpns,  twopence  j  and  of  every  alien  lixpence.  They 
ivere  alfo  empowered  to  hold  lands  and  tenements 
under  thirty  .pounds  per  annum,  clear  value. . 

Anno  1607,  the  lords  of  the  privy- council  direded 
by  warrant  the  officers  of  the  ports  of  Newcaule, 
Yarmouth,  Hull,  Bofton  and  Lynn,  the  payment  of 
ligbcage  and  buoyage  to  this  fociety: 

In  a  conference  with  the  Trinity -houfe  of  Dept* 
ford  Strand  it  was  agreed  to  make  the  duty  on  each 
Englifl]  (hip  6d\  dnd  an  additional  duty  of  4d.  mak* 
ing  in  all  ^ne  (hilling  and  fourpence  on  each  foreign 
veflel.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  privy-council 
anno  1613. 
Odober  16,  1634,  the  fociety  purchafed  a  piece  of 
wafte  ground  at  Pow-Pans,  near  North  Shields,  thirty 
elts  in  length  and  fixty  in  breadth,  as  afituati^n  for 
the  low  lighthoufe. 

Anno  1634  the  chapel  of  the  Trinity-houfe  was 
bailt  and  beautified,  ^nd  fome  new  rooms  in  the 
fqaare  were  ordered  to  be  finilhcd.  The  Scots  had 
pofleflion'of  this  houfe  when  they  t6ok  Nevtcaftle  in 
the  year  1740,  but  general  Lefly  granted  a  warrant 
for  the  fafeguard  of  their  lights  at  the  entrance  of 
their  river  Tyne. 

Anno  1665,  the  council  of  trade  under  Oliver 
Cromwell,  lord  protestor,  granted  this  fociety  to'erecl 
two  lighthoufes  on  the  Fern  llbnds. 
-  July  I,  1687,  a  new  charter  was  granted  to  this 
fociety,  with  an  additional  duty  to  the  pilotage,  viz. 
for  every  foot  a  veflel  (liould  draw,  6d.  for  every 
ftranger's  laden,  and  4d.  for  every  llranger's  light 
veflel ;  fo  that  an  Eu^li(hman*s  vefCcl  fliould  pay  one 
Ihilling,  and  a  flranger*s  one  lliilling  and  (ixpence  per 

foot ; 
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foot ;  and  for  every  Englifliman's  light  veflei  eight- 
pence,  and  for  every  ftranger's  one  (hilling.  Lightage 
to  be  for  every  Englifh man's  veffel  eightpence,  and  for 
every  ftranger's  one  fhilling  and  fourpence.  Buoy- 
age for  every  Euglifhman's  vcflel  fixpence  above 
twenty  chaldrons,  and  fourpence  under  twenty; 
eightpence  for  every  alien's. 

John  Bee,  malkr  and  mariner,  bequeathed  lool. 
to  be  put  out  for  the  ufe  of  two  younger  brethren, 
and  to  two  others,  for  other  two  years  fucceffivcly 
for  ever. 

May  9,  1712,  the  fraternity  ordered  a  free  fchool 
to  be  ereded  in  the  Trinity-houfe,  for  the  inllruAion 
of  the  children  of  brethren,  in  writing,  arithmetic, 
and  mathematics. 

January  20,  1716,  ordered  that  prayers  fliould  be 
read  every  month-day  in  their  chapel.  The  chap- 
Iain's  falary  eight  pounds  per  annum,  with  two 
guineas  for  a  fermon  annually  on  Handfel-monday, 
the  firft  Monday  in  the  year. 

In  the  year  1721  the  great  hall  of  the  Trinity-houfe 
was  built ;  and  the  widow's  apartments  in  1724,  with 
infcriptions,  mentioning  under  what  matter,  wardens, 
&c.  they  were  eredled. 

In  1753  the  fchool  was  rebuilt,  Francis  Pemberton, 
mailer.  Mr.  Robert  Harrifon,  one  of  the  firft  mathe- 
maticians in  the  age,  taught  in  this  fchool  ;  and  alfo 
Mr  Fryer,  a  principal  land-furveyor,  and  who  pub- 
liflied  a  map  of  the  Tyne. 

A.  D,  1746,  when  his  royal  high nefs  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  returned  from  Scotland,  after  having 
defeated  the  rebels  at  CuUoden,  on  his  way  through 
Newcaftle,  was  prefented  with  the  freedom  of  this 
focicty  in  a  gold  box. 

An 
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An  addrefs  was  prefented  by  Sir  William  Stephen- 
fon  in  i77i»  to  BrafsCrolby,  efq.  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don, for  his  patriotic  defence  of  the  laws  and  liberties 
of  Engliftimen,  8cc.  by  this  fratetnity. 

Another  addrefs  was  prefented  to  admiral  Keppel 
in  1779,  from  this  fraternity^  accompanied  with  a 
gold  box. 

Since  the  above  period  this  very  rcfpedlable  body 
have  addreffedhis  Majefty  on  differenx  occafions,  ex- 
preilive  of  their  firm  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  ' 
government.     , 

The  buildings  of  the  Trinity- houfe  are  not  Ihowy, 
but  exceedingly  well  adapted  for  the  various  purpofes 
of  bufinefs,  of  devotion,  and  of  charity ;  for  all 
which  they  have  long  been  employed.  As  trade  en- 
creafes,  which,  for  many  years,  it  has  rapidly  done, 
the  funds  of  the  Trinity-houfe  mull  encreafe  in  pro- 
portion. 

From  a  calculation  made  by  Mr  Aubone,  fecretary, 
the  fociety  allows  each  widow  twelve  fhillings  per 
month,  a  gown  and  petticoat  every  two  years,  and 
provide  them  with  coals,  and  the  advice  of  a  furgeon 
when  neccffary.  Their  rents  in  the  Broad-chare  and 
Trinity-lane  amount  to  about  lool.  per  annum. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  refpeftable  and  very  ancient 
fraternity,  whofe  revenue,  on  an  average,  amounts 
to  about  800I.  per  annum,  fupport  within  their 
houfe  at  prefent  eight  men  and  twelve  women,  being 
their  full  number :  they  have  alfo  upon  their  lift 
about  twenty  extra  poor,  fome  of  whom  have  five 
fliillings  per  month,  others  twenty  fliillings  per  quar- 
ter, according  to  their  feveral  neceflities. 

Majlers 
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Ma/fcrs  of  the  Trinity  "Houfe,  compiled  from  the  dor- 
,       mant  Book  and  other  Records  of  this  Society, 


'  A.  D.  1555  Maftcr  Thosaas 
Shaldfourthcjhcedof  the  towis 
thcis  yer" 

58d  Robert  Johnibn^  mifter 
589  John  Dobfon,  maftcr 
5^90  J»ro««  Nicolfcn,  waftcT 

592  Roger  Rawe,  zaaft^r 

593  Edward  Johnfoiv,  ipafter 

594  ThoDKis  Tucker,  mailer 

595  Johne  Johnfon,  maifter 
597  Wiiliain  Eadorie,  thaifcr 
5198  James  Nycolfon,  mailer 
600  Edward  B»rde,  maftcr 
6qz  Mr  Errington,  matter 

605  Martin  Errington 

606  Robert  Chambers 

607  Bartram  Simpfon 

608  Edward  Brown 

609  Edward  Bard 

610  Robert  Chambers 
di  I  "Martin  Errington 
612  William  Mawe 
6r3  ftobert  Chambers 

614  The  ikme 

615  WiHiii^m  Coofc 
6i6  John  Johnfbn 

617  Martin  Errington 

618  John  Holborn 

619  Thomas  ^implbn 
6I0  William  Cook 
6a  I  Ed wa  t  d  Johntfon 
6i2  John  JohnAin 

623  Qfwald  Nixon 

624  Robert  Holborn 

625  Robert  Harrigat 

626  Edward  Bowmer 

627  Thomas  Holbourn 


628  Willi^C^rr 

629  Phineas  Allen 
650  George  C66ktf 
631  ThohiksLiimb 
63  2  John  Harrifon 
^33  GtOTffC  Errington 

634  Thomas  Dixon 

635  Robert  Brown 

636  Thomas  Sharp 

637  Ed^'ard  Balnrtef 

638  Humphry  Blunt 

639  Thomas  Stobbs 

640  Thomas  pixon 

641  Robert  Blyt^niai\ 

642  James  Denton 

643  Phiheas  Allen 

644  WilUam  Parker 
645'  Thomas  Stpbbs 

646  Phineai  AlWn 

647  Ralph  Fell 

648  Richaid  Elbrough 

649  Robert  Cair 

650  Henry  Bird 

651  E(h\'ard  Rand 
63  a  PhincasAlkn 

653  Thomas  Stobbs 

654  John  Simpfpn 
Cy^  Thomas  Dixon 

656  Thomas  AuboTid 

657  Thomas  St«)bbs 

658  Ricliard  Elbrough 

659  CnthbertAtktnfoa 

660  Roi^iand  V\\hy 

661  Henry   Bird 

662  Henr}*^  Kirkhoufc 

663  John  Simpfon 

664  Edward  Nixon 
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1665  Oeorge  Shad  well 

1666  Thomas  Aubone 

1667  Thomas  Dixon 

1668  Cuthbert  Atkinfoa 

1669  Robert  Cooke 

1670  James  Rand 

1671  Henry  Kirkhoufc 

1672  Abraham  Redliead 

1673  Abraham  Dixon 

1674  Richard  Elbrough 

1675  Edward  Nixon 

1676  Richard  Rtghe 

1677  John  Wetwang 

1678  Thomas  Aubone 

1679  Edward  Carr 

1680  Edward  Atkinfon 

1 68 1  Anthony  White 

1682  William  Leak 

1683  John  Wetwang 

1684  Thomas  Richardfon 

1685  John  Bee 

1686  William  Hyndmer 

1687  Richard  Hutton 

1688  Thomas  Rewcaftle 

1689  Jofeph  Swaddell 

1690  John  Wilkinfon 

1 69 1  John  Vaughan 

1692  Thomas  Watfon 

1693  Thomas  Brown 

1694  Edward  Carr 

1695  Francis  Partis 

1696  John  Bee 

1697  Abraham  Dixon 

1698  Charles  Newton 

1699  Robert  Reed 

1700  Nicholas  Burdon 

1701  William  Hyndmer 

1702  Robert  Prober 

1703  John  Hyndmer 

1704  Henry  bhadfortli 


1705  Jonathan  Fiftier 

1706  John  Coatfworth 

1707  Matthew  Newton 

1 708  Abraham  Bosfield 

1709  Thomas  Rewcadle 

1 7 10  Thomas  Browne 

171 1  Robert  Reed 

1712  Robert  Bailiff 

1 713  John  Welford 

1 7 14  Jofeph  Milbum 

1715  John  Binks 

17 16  JohnHewbank 

1 71 7  James  Liddell 

1 7 18  Nicholas  Burden 

1 7 19  Heniy  Shadforth 

1720  Robert  Bailiff 

1 72 1  John  Welford 
17^2  Jofeph  Milbum 

1723  Thomas  Sim pfon 

1724  Thomas  Pcighin 

1725  James  Carr 

1 726  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle 

1727  Peregrine  Henzell 

1728  Jofeph  Marfhall 

1729  Henry  Towart 

1730  Matthew  Proftor 

1 73 1  Henry  Fiflier 

1732  Matthias  Giles 

1733  John  Thompfon 

1734  Francis  Pembcrton 
X735  William  Enington 
1736  Richard  Baxter 
»737  William  Harrifon 
1738  Charles  Liddell 
1739.40  William  Errington 

1741  Matthew  Harrifon 

1742  Thomas  Proftcr 

1743  Nicholas  Burdon 

1744  Jamcj  Carr 

1745  Robert  Httdfon 

3  E  «74^ 
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1 746  Francis  Heath 

1747  G«oi^e  Stephenfon 

1 748  John  Cole 

1749  Charles  Liddell 

1750  WiUiam  Errington 

1 75 1  Henfy  Shadfonh 

1752  Matthias  Giles 

1753  Francis  Femberton 

1754  William  Harrilbn 

1755  Jonathan  Blsgdon 

1756  Thomas  PlroAer 

1757  Robert  Hadfon 

1758  Francis  Heath 

1759  George  Stephenfon 

1760  John  Cole 

1761  Richard  Armftrong 

1762  Purvis  SHIbn 

1763  John  Scatfe 

1 764  Thomas  Somhan 

1765  Jonathan  Aiiey 

1766  Thomas  Maude 

1767  William  Hedley 

J  768  Henry  Shadfortk 

1 769  Robert  Hedley 

1 770  Chriftopher  Ord 

1 771  Jonathan  Blagdon 

1772  Matthew  Hunter 

1773  Henry  Sbadforth,  jun* 


74  John  Marfitall 

75  Cuthbert  Adamfon 

76  Richard  Armftrong 

77  George  Sncphcnfon 

78  Henry  Stodart 

79  James  Home 

80  Purvis  Siflbn 

81  James  Hume 

82  George  Robinfon 

83  John  Hawks 

84  Thomas  Shadforth 

85  William  Sparks 

86  Jofcph  Airey 

87  Thomas  Hogg 

88  Ifaac  NichoUbn 

89  Matthew  Hedley 

90  Jon,  Aiiey 

91  John  Atb'nfbn 

92  JohnAnderibn 

93  John  Cram 

94  Henry  Shadlbrth 

95  Giuhbert  AdamfoA 

96  John  Reay 

97  ThompA>n  Chapman 

98  William  Brown 

99  JohnOftle 

800  Thonws  Shadforth 

801  WiUiam  Hark 


We  have  given  an  account  of  the  three  great  trad- 
ing companies,  vi^.  merchant-adventurers,  the  hoaft- 
men's  company^  and  the  mafter  and  mariner^s  com- 
pany, or  the  Trinity-boufc.  We  (hali  now  proceed 
to  the 


TWELVE 


jQetDcaflle  upon  Cp(.  403 

»^^— — — — ^— ^^—1^— — i— ^^M— — — ^M^— — — ■ri— 1— — — ^1^— — 

—  —  •■  ■'J. ■ .  — 

TWELVE  COMPANIES,  called  Mysteries. 

Before  we  mention  thefe  in  order,  wc  would  (hortly 

obfcrvc,  that  the  word  myftcry  does  not  imply  intrU 

cacy,  or  any  thsng  involved  in  obfcttrityt  difficult  to 

be  conrprehended ;  but  is  an  old  French  word,  me- 

Jlkre,  for  metier^  a  trade  or  bufinefe. 

"  In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  Ihalt  thou  eat  bread,  till 
thou  return  into  the  ground,**  was  the  doom  pro- 
nounced upon  the  firft  man,  for  the  violation  of  the 
law  of  his  nature.  And  yet  labour,  with  moderation, 
is  certainly,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety,  not  only 
his  duty,  but  agreeable  to  his  nature,  and  the  fource 
of  his  happinefs.  "  All  is  the  gift  of  indailry ;  what- 
erer  exalts,  embelliibes,  or  renders  life  deliglitful,'' 
fays  the  -poet  of  the  feafons ;  the  truth  of  which  may 
be  anqily  illuftrated  from  the  objeds  which  fur  round  - 
us.  To  the  ieiduftry  of  bet  inhabitants  is  our  iiland,' 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  indebted  for  bet  opulence  and  • 
confeqaeoce  among  the  nations  of  Europe.  Hence 
fliecohiniands  *^the  exalted  (lores  of  every  brighrer 
dime;''  and  hence  Britain  has  long  been  the  feat  of 
coffitBerce,  fcience^and  the  arts.  Indieed,  wherever 
fxial  man  is:  found,  iirduftry,  in  fome  degree,  muft  be 
his  duty  and  bis  interell ;  for  no  where  does  nature 
amply  provide  for  her  cliildren  independently  of  their 
exertions. 

But  the  Supreme  Aeing  has  wifely  implanted  in 
the  minds  of  men  »  vaft  dij^erfity  of  propeafities,  irt- 
the  various  purfuits  of  life,  inclining  fome  to  culrivate 
the  earth,  oth/^rs  to  ply  the  mechanic  tool,  **  to  hew 
the  wood,  to  chip  the  ftone,  till  by  degrees  the  finifh- 
cd  fabrics  role;?'  while  others  purfue  trade,  m  all  its 
various  branches  and  ramifications^.     Nor  has  any 
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municipal  town  in  the  kingdom,  of  its  dimenfions, 
reared  a  greater  number  of  adive  and  ingenious  ar. 
tifts,  laborious  and  ufeful  tradefmen,  than  Newcaftlc, 
the  fubjed  of  our  prefent  hiftory.  We  (hall,  there- 
fore, give  a  fuccind  account  of  the  twelve  incorpo. 
rated  companies,  in  their  order,  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  refpedive  charters. 

!•  Merchants  of  Woollen  Cloth,  otherwife  called 
Draper3. 

The  firft  notices  which  we  have  of  this  focicty  are 
fo  very  ancient,  as  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
in  the  ordinances  for  the  government  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  Odober  20,  1342. 

The  oldeft  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  the  original  of 
which  having  affixed  to  it  many  feals,  fkin-marks, 
&c.  with  names  of  the  brethren,  dated  June  ift, 
1512,  is  ftill  prcferved  in  their  archives.  It  enadb^ 
that  two  men  fhould  be  chofen  annually,  by  moft 
voices  of  the  fociety,  for  the  ele&ion  of  the  mayor 
and  officers  of  the  town,  at  the  Spital;  1.  e.  St.  Mary's 
hofpital :  that  no  apprentice  ihall  be  taken  under  the 
term  of  feven  years ;  that,  on  the  Wcdnefday  after 
the  eledion  of  the  mayor,  they  ihould  meet  at  the 
Maifon-Dieu,  on  the  Sandhill,  to  choofe  their  Stew-^ 
ards,  two  auditors,  and  for  the  eledion  of  the  mayor 
for  the  enfuing  year  ;  and  that  whofoever  of  the  fcl- 
lowlhip  ihould  be  chofen  mayor,  flieriflf,  chamberlain, 
or  clerk  of  the  chamber,  ihould  be  exempted  that 
year  from  the  office  of  auditor. 

About  1650,  a  violent  diflTenfion  took  place  be. 
twcen  fome  of  the  raerchant-adventurersi  of  Newcaf- 
tie  and  this  fraternity  ;  the  former  claiming  the  fole 
privilege  of  being  ilyled  merchant-drapers,  and  of 

fending 
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fending  two  members  to  the  eledion  of  the  mayor 
and  other  officers.  This  feems  to  have  ended  in  the 
exclufion  of  the  true  fociety,  or  at  leaft  of  that  part 
of  ihem  by  whom  the  unqueftionable  records  of  that 
fraternity  have  been  tranfmitted. 

A.  D.  1652,  an  ordinary  was  granted  to  this  fociety 
by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fherifTof  this  town, 
under  the  feal  of  the  corporation,  prefcribing  an  oath 
on  admiffion  :  that  they  (bould  meet  at  their  ancient 
mceting-houfe,  called  the  Maifon  de  Dicu,  every 
Wcdnefday  before  Michaelmas,  to  choofe  new  war- 
dens and  pafs  their  accounts;  to  choofe  two  new 
auditors  on  the  Monday  after  St.  Bartholomew's  day, 
in  St.  George's  porch,  in  St.  Nicholas'  church  ;  that 
whofoevcr  of  the  fraternity  Ihould  be  chofen  to  the 
iirft  eledbn,  or  ftanding  eledlion  of  the  mayor,  &c« 
ihould  preferve  the  dignity  and  priority  bf  the  com- 
pany, as  being  firft  named  in  the  charter,  claiming 
their  meeting-place  for  the  company  in  the  fouth 
corner  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  ele&ion-houfe ;  and 
their  chairs  for  the  former  eledlion  next  to  the 
mayor's  chair  and  on  the  right  hand ;  as  alfo  their 
place  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  which  was  the  north 
fide  of  St.  George's  porch,  under  a  penalty  of  forty 
fluUings.  That  thofe  of  the  company  who  were  al- 
dermen (hould  have  priority  of  place  at  their  meet- 
ings, and  be  received  as  judices  of  the  peace.  That 
apprentices  ihould  ferve  eight  years,  and  that  no  fe- 
cond  one  ihould  be  taken  till  the  iiril  had  ferved  four 
year)  ;  and  that  none  ihould  be  taken  whofe  father 
Was  not  a  freeholder,  to  the  value  of  forty  Ihillmgs 
a-ycar. 

Records  of  the  Draper's  Company. 

IL  Mkrcers, 
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II.  Mercers. 

After  every  refcarch,  no  record  of  this  focicty  can 
now  be  found.  A  copy,  however,  of  their  oath  on 
admiilion  is  preferved  in  the  books  of  the  merchant- 
adventurers,  of  which  this  focicty  is  ppe  of  the  three 
members. 

It  appears,  anno  1668,  that.tji^  oompfiny  of  mei- 
ccrs  and  boothraen  were  at  that  time;Mnit;«d. 

In  th^  reign  of  J4nies  II.  the  mercers,  drapers,  and 
boothmen,  though  diftind  compani^»  appear  to  have 
had  their  meetings  and  aflemblies  as  if  they  had  bf  en 
but  one  fraternity.  This  hint  is  found  in  the  records 
of  the  company  of  butchers. 

Ijll.  Skinners* 

This  fraternity  have  their  meeting^houfe  in  the 
Black-Friars.  The  ordinary,  or  record  of  this  com. 
pjiny,  is  fo  remote  as  the  year  1437.  They  met  an- 
nually on  the  Tuefday  after  Michaelmaaf,  to  choofe 
th^ir  ftewards  and  pafs  their  accounts.  One  rule 
obferved  at  their  meetings  was,  that  if  ariy  member 
fmoaked  tobacco,  he  was  to  be  fined  threepence. 

They  feem  to  have  incorporated  themfelres  with 
the  fraternity  of  glovers,  anno  1703.  They  ftifl  keep 
feparate  books,  though  they  have  but  one  meeting- 
houfe. 

IV.  Taylors. 

Whence  it  happens  that  this  ufeful  clafs  ^f  men 
fhould  Have  been,  almoft  in  all  ages,  the  butt  of  the 
(hafts  of  ridicule,  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  i  as^  next 
to  food,  cloaths  are  a  chief  neceflary  in  hunian  life. 
And  yet  we  find  the  immortal  Shakfpeare,  nay,  even 

the 
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the  mighty  queen  Befs,  employing  their  fatirical  wit 
upon  *'  the  knights  of  the  thimble.*'  Poffibly  their 
donaeilicated  fituation  in  life  gives  them  a  kind  of 
afluniing  petulance,  nearly  afibciated  to  that  of  the 
fair  fex,  which  may  excite  a  degree  of  contempt  from 
the  more  manfy  and  robuft  bufineffes  of  life. 

This  fociety  meet  in  their  hall  in  the  Black -Friars. 
The  6ldeft  record  of  this  fraternity  is  dated  1 5^6. — 
Every  brother,  upon  his  fetting  up  fhop,  ihould  pay 
a  pot  of  oil  to  the  fellowlhip,  as  alfo  tbirteenpence  » 
year,  for  our  Lady-light ;  and  that  each  apprentice, 
or  perfon  hired  by  the  week,  fhould  pay  fourpence 
per  annum,  and  each  hireling  threepence  a  year,  to 
their  play,  when  it  ihould  be  performed  :  Alfo,  that 
any  perfon  born  ,a  fubjed  of  the  king,  and  free  of 
Newcaftle,  might  fet  up  Ihop,.  on  payment  of  forty 
pounds,  with  a  pound  of  wax  and  a  pot  of  oil,  ot^hia 
admittance  ;  a$  alfo  thirteenpence  to  our  Lady*light, 
and  8d*  to  the  play.  That  no  tay  lor  ihould  worbon  Sa* 
turdays  after  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  ihould 
keep  holy  the  Sunday,  vigils,  and  fcftival  days,  on 
pain  of  lix  pounds  of  wax,  for  every  default.  That 
the  fociety  ihould  pafs  their  accounts  on  St.  John's 
day,  in  every  May  ;  and  having  chofen  twelve  elec- 
tors, the  iaid  twelve  ihould  choofe  the  four  flewards, 
the  fearchers,  and  auditors.  It  further  ordered,  that 
every  brother  ihould  be  at  the  proceflion  on  Corpus 
Chrifti  day,  heibre  it  paflfed  the  New-gate,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  a*  pound  of  wax ;  and  that  each  brother 
(hould  attend  in  his  livery.  And  that  tfte  common 
light  of  the  fraternity  ihould  go  before  the  corpfe  of 
every  brother  whert  it  was  carried  to  the  church  for 
interment,  and  continue  there  lighted  during  mafs- 
time,  and  till  the  body  was  interred. 

This 
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In  the  archives  of  the  fociety  is  .another  ordinary , 
dated  Auguft  12,  1624,  confirmed  March  2,  1679  } 
alio  September  15,  1707;  January  17,  1731  ;  and 
Oaobcr  17,  1737. 

This  body  of  mechanics,  both  free  and  nan-free, 
is  very  numerous  in  Newcaftle. 

V.  Sadlers. 

The  records  of  this  fociety  are  very  ancient,  Veing 
dated  March  6,  1459,  ^^ich  they  ftill  have  in  their 
poQefHon.  In  thofe  popiQi  times,  the  fadlers  were 
enjoined  to  walk  together  in  proceffion,  in  a  livery, 
at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  and  perform  their  play, 
at  their  own  coll :  and  that  each  brother,  when  his 
hour  was  affigned,  to  attend,  under  pain  of  forty*- 
pence.  That  no  Scotfman  born  ftiuuld  be  taken  ap- 
prentice, or  fuffered  to  work  within  the  town,  under 
a  penalty  of  twenty  ihillings.  It  farther  ordered,  that 
no  apprentice  fiiould  be  taken  under  the  term  of  fe* 
ven  years,  on  pain  of  fix  fiiillings  and  eightpence. 
It  enjoined  civil  behaviour  to  each  other,  at  their 
meetings,  the  due  obfervance  of  holidays,  &c. 

Another  ordinary,  or  record  of  tl>e  fociety,  comes 
down  to  the  year  1532. 

VI.  Merchants  or  Corn^  or  Boothmen. 

No  determinate  record  is  handed  down  of  this  fo- 
ciety, cohfidered  as  a  feparate  royftery.  But  among 
fome  loofe  Ivnts,  preferved  in  the  books  ottbe  mer- 
chant adventurers,  there  is  one,  however,  dated  in 
the  year  1566,  myfterious  and  of  dark  import^  and 
which  gives  fcope  for  the  talents  of  the  curious  and 
inquifitive.    It' is  called,  **  the  fcyens  of  bioothroen." 

To 
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To  which  of  all  the  branches  oifcience  this  oi dealing 
in  corn  belongs,  ue  candidly  confefs  oar  ignorance. 
We  are  far  from  infinuating,  that  importation  of 
corn  in  cafes  of  real  fcarcity,  and  publicly  fold  at 
a  reafonable  profit,  is  not  laudable;  but  its  aug« 
menting  almoft  daily  in  price,  notwitbflanding 
the  immenfe  quantities  imported  from  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe,  **  was  ftrange,  it  was  pafiing 
Orange." 

VII.    Bakers  and  Brewers. 

Thefe  employments,  exercifed  as  myfteries  in 
Ncw<:aftle,  are  of  very  ancient  inftitution.  Nor  is  it 
furpriling.— *To  eat  and  drink  are  che  calls  of  naturep 
co-eval  with  human  exiftence.  Anno  1342  the  cor- 
poration in  full  guild,  held  in  St  Mary's  Hofpital, 
agreed  and  ena£ted,  that  the  affixes  of  bread  and 
bear  fhould  be  held  according  to  law.  The  mafter- 
bakers,  and  ndt  their  fervants,  to  fuffer  the  penalties 
ordained  by  the  ftatutes.  Thefe  regulations  were 
fanAioned  by  royal  authority.  Meafui^s,  ells,  and 
weights,  to  be  proved  twice  a  year,  or  at  lead  once. 

In  the  following  century,  1 446,  we  find  an  exclu- 
five  privilege  granted  to  the  bakers  and  brewers  of 
Newcaftle,  whereby  baking  and  brewing  for  fale 
were  reftrided  to  that  town,  and  no  where  elfe  with- 
in the  port  of  Tyne. 

In  the  year  i66i  we  find  a  recond  of  this  fociety 
fetting  forth,  that  their  original  ordinary,  or  record, 
had  been  long  loft ;  and  in  this  they  ena(£l  regulations 
for  choofing  twelve  of  their  fociety  and  four  Wardens, 
whom  they  empowered  by  the  name  of  wardens  of 
the  art  and  myflery  of  bakers  and  brewers,  to  profe- 
cute,  fue,  or  implead,  and  be  fued,  &o.  only  within 

3  F  the 
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tire  courts  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne ;  to  make  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  fociety,  impofc  fines,  for- 
bidding any  brother  to  ftrike' another  at  any  meeting 
•with  *fift,  hand,  elbow,  dagger,  ftaff,  ftick,  rod,  or 
otherwife,  on  pain  of  twenty  fbillings.  Ordering, 
that  no  apprentice  fliould  be  taken  under  feven  years, 
nor  a  fecond  till  the "firft  had  Served  fix  years.  That 
the  fociety  ihould  attend  the  burials  of  their  bre- 
thren, on  pain  of  a  penalty  of  three  fiullings  and 
fourpence  for  every  omiflion. 

Vill.     TaNN£RS. 

Tanners  were  anciently  called  barkers.  Their 
ordinary  is  dated  in  the  year  1532,  They  were  en- 
joined by  their  regulations  to  come  yearly,  in  their 
bell  array  and  apparel,  at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti, 
and  go  in  proceflion,  fet  forth  their  pageants,  &c.  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  one  pound  of  wax.  Not  to  take 
any  Scot  by  birtb  for  an  apprentice,  under  a  penalty 
of  twenty  ifbillirigs.  That  each  brother  (hould  have 
*but  one  butcher  to  biiy  flaughter  of,  on  pain  of  ten 
pounds,  and  not  to  buy  above  eight  fothers  of  bark, 
or  forty  trees,  on  pain  of  fix  fliillings  and  eightpence. 
'Alfo  to  fupply  each  other  with  bark. 

IX.    C<jrdwai^*b:rs. 

The  origihfilinftitution  of  this  myftery  is  dated 
Dec.  17,  1556.  Their  meeting-houfe  was  in  the 
iBlack^Friars.  Their  reguhriofjs  fefpeftirig  applren- 
tices  is,  that  no  brother  (hall  take  an  appft^nti<;ie  for 
'a  term  lefs  than  ten  years;  five  of  which  to  be  ex- 
pired before  a  fecond  be  taken.  That  foreigners 
might  be  admitted  into  the  company  on  payment  of 

five 
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five  pounds ;  one  half  whereof  to  go  to  the  fellow- 
lliip,  the  other  to  the  reparation  of  Tyne-Bridge. 
From  tke  original  in  poffeJJioTi  of  the  comjfaffy. 

r 

X.    Butchers. 

Aono  1621,  this  feciety  was  aflbciated  into  a  myf- 
tery  or  trade,  as  we  find  by  an  inrolment  in  the  ar* 
chives  of  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle.  Annually 
on  Aih-Wednefday  they  were  to  -choofe  their  two 
wardens.  That  apprentices  HiQutd  ferve  at  leaft 
eight  years,  five  of  which  to  expire  before  a  fecond 
could  be  taken.  That  no  brother  fhould  be  partner 
with  any  foreigners  called  crokersj  on  pain  of  forfeit* 
ing  five  pounds.  That  none  (hould  kill  after  nine 
o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  nor  keep  open  (hop  after 
eight  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning.  That  no  brother 
Ihould  buy,  or  feek  any  licence  to  kill  flefh  in  New- 
caftle during  Lent,  without  the  general  confent  of 
the  fellowlhip,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  five  pounds. 
That  none  ihould  kill  either  at  Lent  or  any  other 
time,  within  the  liberties  of  the  High  Caille,  being  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  on  the  like  pain  for 
each  offence.  But  that  any  butcher,  though  not  a 
brother,  might  expofe  good  meat  to  fale  in  the  mar- 
ket, from  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  till  four 
in  the  afternoon.  There  is  a  curious  order  or  regu- 
lation among  "  thefe  men  of  death  :"  it  is,  that  no 
free  brother  ihoul4  blow  a  calPs  pluck,  or  any  part 
of  a  calf,  except  calPs  clofe-ear,  nor  any  other  goods 
but  a  cow's  udder,  under  a  penalty  of  fix  fliiilings 
and  eightpence,  unforgiven. 

XI. 
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XL  Smiths. 

There  are  fome  curious  regulations  refpedling  the 
religious  deportment  of  thefe  men  of  the  hammer. — 
Their  ordinary,  or  record  of  aflbciation,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  book  of  enrolments  Jn  the  archives  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcaftle;  and  they  thcmfelves  have 
preferved  the  original  deed  in  the  ftrong  box  of  the 
fociety,  bearing  date  anno  1436.  This  brotherhood 
were  enjoined  to  go  together  in  procefllon  on  the 
fcaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  and  perform  tljeir  play,  at 
their  own  expence,  attending  at  the  hour  appointed, 
or  forfeit  one  pound  of  wax.  That  every  brother 
ihould  aflerable  at  St.  Nicholas'  church,  at  the  fetring 
forth  of  the  proceffion,  on  St.  Loy-day,  on  the  like 
penalty.  That  no  Scotfraan  born  fliould  betaken 
apprentice,  or  fufFered  to  work,  cnpain  of  the  for- 
feiture of  forty  Ihillings ;  half  whereof  to  go, to  the 
chamber  of  the  town,  the  other  half  to  the  fellowfbip. 
That  no  brother  ftould  fell  feyme  and  roffe  by  weight, 
under  three  /hillings  and  fourpence  a  hundred,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  lix  (hillings  and  eightpence  for  each 
offence  .♦ 

Another  regulation  exhibits  the  fociety  as  confid- 
ing of  different  branches  of  blackfmiths  and  farriers, 
blackfmiths  or  anchorfmiths,  and  lockfmiths  or  white- 
fmiths. 

Another,  dated  Auguft  17,  1677,  empowered  the 
fraternity  to  be  a  body  politic  in  law ;  enjoined  them 
to  meet  yearly,  op  St.  Loy-day,  to  choofc  four  war- 
dens, 

*  The  following  cqrioas  entries  occur  in  their  old  books :  —  Feb. 
10,  1668,  John  Bolam  for  not  carrying  Clem.  %owne  to  church, 
giving  the  fting  to  another,  fined  1 3s.  4d, — 1682,  paid  for  making 
the  leal  in  the  Frith,  is  4d. — 1685,  fpentinthe  Forth-houfc  with 
the  twuvcy  the  niioe  caufeing  them  in,  2s. 
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dens,  of  which  one  at  lead  was  to  be  an  anchor-fmith. 
That  the  twelve  of  the  company  fhould  confift  of  four 
ahchorfmiths,  four  blackfmitbs  and  farriers,  and  four 
lockfmiths  :  to  choofe  four  fearchers ;  that  appren* 
tices  ihould  ferve  feven  years  :  that  no  brother  fhould 
come  to  meetings,  or  attend  the  public  guild  of  the 
town,  with  his  apron  on,  but  with  a  decent  cloak  or 
coat,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fixpence  for  each  default. 

George  Whinfield,  efq.  mayor,  and  Margaret  Ste. 
phenfon,  of  Newcaftle,  left  twenty  pounds  each,  da- 
ted  Dec.  i8,  171 8.  and  1725  ;  to  be  put  to  intereft, 
to  aflift  two  poor  brethren,  for  three  years,  to  begin 
bufinefs. 

Their  meeting-houfe  is  adjacent  to  the  Black-Friare, 
the  ground-floor  of  which,  once  that  of  the  chapel  of 
that  opulent  fraternity,  was  the  fcene  of  a  remarkable 
ftate.tranfa<aion,  being  the  room  in  which  homage 
was  done  by  the  Scottilh  king,  to  the  king  of  Eng* 
land,  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

XIL   Fullers  or  Dyers. 

To  invent  the  manufadure  of  cloth  was  the  fruit 
of  neceffity ;  to  purify  and  (lain  with  various  colours, 
were  the  offspring  of  vanity  and  a  love  of  diftin&ion. 
Jofeph's  coat  of  many  colours,  with  his  magnificent 
portentous  dreams,  nigh  cod  him  his  life.  And  as  a 
delire  of  mon/lrari  di^ito,  to  be  pointed  out  by  the 
finger,  has  long  influenced  human-kind,  we  are  not 
to  wonder  that  the  rayftery  of  fulling  and  dyeing  b 
of  very  ancient  date.  This  of  Newcaftle  is  that  of 
1477.  As  there  have  been  fome  men  but  middling 
bonejl^  in  all  ages,  fo  the  regulations  of  the  fuller's 
company  fecure  the  brethren  againft  them.  It  is 
therefore  enaded,  that  no  brother  fliould  ftain  cloth 

upon 
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upon  the  tenter,  to  deliver  it  with  the  JborUwand,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  four  pounds  of  wax :  nor  tenter 
cloth  on  a  Sunday,  nor  "  wend  to  the  walk  myltie" 
with  any  raw  cloth  on  that  day,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
two  pounds  of  wax.  That  they  fhould  take  no  Scotf- 
man  born  to  apprentice,  nor  fet  any  fuch  to  work, 
under  a  penalty  of  twenty  (hillings,  half  whereof  to 
go  to  the  fociety,  and  half  to  fupport  the  Tyne-bridge. 
That  no  apprentice  (hould  be  taken  under  feven 
years;  that  no  brother  fhould  work  kerfey  under 
twopence  the  yard;  that  they  Ihould  attend  the  wed- 
dings and  burials  of  brethren  in  their  livery  ;  that 
they  fhould  meet  in  their  livery  in  Carlrol-croft,  on 
St.  John's  day,  in  May,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning; 
and  upon  St.  JohnVday  at  Chriftmas,  at  one  o'clock 
io  the  afternoon :  that,  none  of  the  company  fhould 
fail  being  at  the  fetting  forth  of  the  prqccffion  of 
Corpus  Chrifti  day,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  one  pound 
of  wax  ;  and  that  each  brother  fhould  pay  fixpence 
to  the  proceffion  and  the  play  yearly :  to  choofe 
twelve,  who  were  to  be  fworn  ar^d  eleft  wardens,  au- 
ditors, fearchers,  and  the  two  to  attend  the  mayor 
and  chamber  for  the  year :  to  meet  on  the  eve  of 
Corpus  Chrifti  day,  in  the  morning,  at  fix  o'clock, 
under  the  penalty  of  one  pound  of  wax  :  to  walk  no 
broad  cloth  of  colour,  under  fourpeilce  a  yard  ;  nor 
any  wadded  blue  under  twopence  the  yard,  nor  any 
frize  under  three-halfpence  the  yard ;  to  "  dight," 
/.  e,  clean  no  gown  under  fourpence,  on  pain  of  half 
a  pound  of  wax  ;  nor  to  fheer  a  dozen  yards  of  tilted 
cloth  under  threepence,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  two 
pounds  of  wax  ;  or  fuftian  under  one  penny  a  yard, 
or  broad-cloth  under  threepence  for  the  like  quan- 
tity, under  the  penalty  of  one  pound  of  wax  for  each. 

FIFTEEN 
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FIFFEEN  €OMPANrES,  ^«/Afd  By-trades. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  the  refpedlable  and  opulent 
company  of  Matters  and  'Mariners,  called  alfo  the 
Trinity-Houfe,  of  which  we  have  already  given  an 
account  along  with  thofe  of  the  IVIerchant-adven- 
turers  and  Hoaftmen. 

1.  Weavers: 

Thisttffy  ingeniom  profeffion  is  of  great  antiquity 
among  civilized  nations,  and  is  almoft  co-eval  with 
human  nature  itfelf;  and  in  proportion  as  it  arrives 
among  a  people  from  rudenefs  to  elegance  in  texture, 
in  the  various  fabrications  in  which  ttiis  art  is  exer- 
cifed,  the  degree  of  their  civilization  is,  in  a  great 
meafure,  charaderiied. 

The  brdinary  of  this  fociety  in  Newcaflle,  ^nd 
which  they  ftill  have  in  their  pofleffion,  is  of  the 
date  of  1527.  By  the  authority  of  the  ttiayor,  (heriff, 
and  aldermen,  juftices  of  the  peace,  with  the  cortfent 
of  their  own  body,  it  enjoins  them  to  aflemble  yicaHy 
at  the  feall  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  go  together  in  procef- 
fion,  and  play  their  play  of  pageant  of  *'  The  Beating 
of  the  Crofs,**  at  their  own  expcnce;  each  brother 
to  be  at'the  proceflion  when  his  hour  is  affigned,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  fixpence.  To  take  no  Scotirnan 
bom  to  apprentice,  nor  fet  "any  to  work  under  a'pe- 
nalty  of  forty  (hillings  for  each  default,  whereof  half 
to  go  to  the  fellow/hip,  and  half  to  the  work  of  Tyrie- 
bridge,  without  fofgivenefs;  to  admit  any  perfon 
who  had  ferved  an  apprenticefhip  with  a  brother  of 
the  fociety,  a  member  thereof,  on  the  payment  6i 
thirteen  (hillings  and  foUfpence,  dnd  tweltepence 
for  a  porof  ale ;  as  alfo  any  man  of  that  craft,  being 

the 
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the  king's  liege  man,  and  defirous  to  be  of  the  fel- 
lowfliip,  a  brother  thereof,  with  power  to  fet  up  Ihop 
on  the  payment  of  twenty  pounds,  and  twelvepencc 
for  a  pot  of  ale.  The  fearchers  to  fearch  four  times 
a  year  at  lead.  That  any  brother  falling  into  poverty 
ihould  be  fupplied  out  of  the  common  box,  at  the 
difcretion  of. the  ftewards  and  twelve;  and  that  any 
brother  miibehaving  at  meetings,  fhould  forfeit  fix 
pounds  of  wax  for  every  default;  and  that  any 
brother  lying  in  wait  to  beat,  flay  or  murder  any  of 
his  brethren,  fhould  be  put  out  of  the  fociety  for 
ever ;  that  any  brother  calling  another  Scot^  or  man- 
Jworn,  in  malice,  Ihould  forfeit  fix  fliillings  and  eight- 
pence  without  forgivenefs :  that  every  apprentice 
fliould  ferve  feven  years,  and  pay  at  his  entrance  a 
pound  of  wax  ;  that  they  fiiould  fettle  their  accounts 
every  year,  on  Monday  after  Corpus  Cbrifti  day,  and 
choofe  their  fte wards,  &c.  that  every  brother  take 
for  the  working  of  a  dozen  broad  cloth  four  fhillings^ 
for  a  dozen  ftrates  woUene  twenty  pence,  to  be  mea* 
fured  by  the  long  wand ;  for  a  dozen  lyn-cloth,  yard 
broad,  bleeched,  twelvepence ;  alfo  fife  and  brood- 
lynn  and  hardone,  tenpence  a  dozen  ;  a  dozen  fan- 
clothe  twelvepence  ;  a  dozen  karfais  eighteenpence  ; 
for  a  dozen  lyn-cloth,  five  quarters  broad,  eighteen- 
pence, &c. 

Another  ordinary,  having  the  fandion  of  the  mayor 
and  burgefies  of  Newcaftle,  in  guiid-hall  afi^mbled, 
dated  Auguil  12,  1608,  and  enrolled  in  the  books  of 
the  corporation,  confirmed  to  them  that  no  foreigner 
or  perfon  not  free  of  the  fellowfliip,  living  in  or  about 
the  High-Caflle,  near  the  liberties  of  that  town,  fhould 
take  any  work  in  prejudice  of  this  fociety,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  five  pounds  for  each  default.    And  that. 

none 
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none  fliould  buy  any  linen  or  hardane  yarn,  to  carry 
out  of  the  precindls  of  the  faid  town,  under  a  penalty 
of  forty  fliillings. 

This  fociety  has  a  warrant  from  the  mayor  of 
Newcaftle,  renewed  yearly,  to  feixe  bad  yarn,  &c. 
and  dill  continue  to  receive  annual  contributions 
from  the  pedlars  who  keep  booths  on  the  Sandhill, 

3.  Barber-Cbirurgeons^  with  Cbandlers. 

'  This  company  is  of  great  antiquity,  their  ordinary 
being  dated  Odober  lo,  1442. 

On  a  petition  from  this  fociety,  dated  1648,  to  the 
mayor  and  corporation,  for  a  place  in  the  Manors,  on 
which  to  build  a  meeting,  houfe,  a  leafe  was  granted 
them  for  that  purpofe,  for  lixty-one  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  fix  fhitlings  and  eightpence  ;  with  a 
certain  number  of  yards  of  land,  for  a  garden  of 
herbs.  This  leafe  expiring,  a  new  one  was  granted, 
for  the  like  term  of  fixty-one  years  from  the  expira* 
tion  of  the  old  one. 

Their  regulations,  which  are  curious  and  moral, 
are  as  follow :  That,  at  the  proceflion  of  Corpus 
Chrifti,  their  fociety  was  to  play  the  **  Baptizing  of 
Chrift,"  at  their  own  expence.  Every  man  to  be  at 
the  proceiBon  when  his  hour  is  affigned  him,  at  the 
New-gate,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax  :  to 
go  alfo  with  their  pageant,  when  it  Ihould  be  played, 
in  a  livery,  on  the  like  pain:  that  no  alien  born  fhould 
be  taken  apprentice,  or  allowed  to  work  within  the 
town,  or  without,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty  ihillings: 
that  the  fociety  (hould  uphold  the  light  of  St.  John 
Baptift,  in  St.  Nicholas*  church,  as  long  as  they  were 
of  ability :  that  no  barber,  apprentice,  nor  fervant, 

3  F  fhould 
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fhould  fhave  on  Sunday,  neither  within  the  town,  nor 
without,  by  a  mile's  fpace. 

There  is  another  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated 
Sept.  25,  1671,  .confirming  the  former,  and  .making 
them  n  body  politic,  by  the  nayne  of  "  The  Barber- 
Cttirurgeons  and  Wax  and  Tallow-Chandlers,"  order- 
ing them  to  meet  yearly,  and  choofe  two  wardens, 
who  were  to  be  fworn :  that  apprentices  fliould  ferve 
feven  years  :  and  that  when  any  brother  had  taken 
a  cure  in  band,  no  other  iliould  meddle  with  it  till  it 
was  completed,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  twenty*  (hillings 
for  the  firft^  thirty  fhillings  for  the  fecond,  and  forty 
Shillings  for  the  third  default ;  half  of  which  to  go  to 
the  brother  who  firft  dieffed  the  patient.  It  further 
enjoined,  that  none  (hould  walh,  drefs,  or  trim  on  a 
Sunday,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  two  (hillings  for  each 
oflfence;  giving  the  company  power  to  make  by-laws^ 
and  to  choofe  annually  two  fearchers,  who  were  to 
be  fworn.* 

4.  Cutlers. 

Although  no  ordinary  or  record  of  this  company 
.  has  been  preferved ;  yet  fome  mention  is  made  of 
them  as  a  fociety,  anno  1579^  in  the  ordinary  of  ar- 
mourers. "In  the  year  i688,  they  appear  to  baVe 
pvetented  to  the  elcftion  of  the  mayor,  as  one  of  the 
fifteen  by-trades. 

Their  hall,  anciently  called  "Cutler*s  Tower,''  in 
the  CarlioUCroft,  was  rvibuilt  by  the  fraternity  of 
mafons,  and  is  now  their  meeting-houfe. 

5.  Sbip^ 

■■■>■  <■      ■       ■'■      ■• « •      ■»         i     "      > ■  ■  ■      ■ 

*  Extra^sfiom  their  .old  books. Dec.  u,  1711,  it  was 

ordered,  by  a  full  vote  of  the  company,  that  "  perri wig- making 
be  from  thenceforth  accounted  as  a  part  and  branch  of  the  com- 
pany;" — June  14,  1742,  ordered,  "that  no  brother  (have  John 
Robron>  till  he  pays  what  he  owes  to  Robert  Shafto.'' 
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5.  Sbipwri^btSy  or  Ship- Carpenters. 

This  art,  fo  ufsful  for  navigation,  and  for  convey- 
ing the  produdlions  of  evefy  cliTrre  over  the  whole 
world,  and  which  has  arrived  at  fuch  perfedlion  in 
Britain,  is  not  of  very  ancient  date  in  Newcaftle,  as 
the  ordinary  of  this  fociety  is  only  of  AugnfV  8i  1638. 
The  deed  Ving  perufed  by  the  judges  of  affize  tHe 
day  following,  they  certified  their  having  done'fb 
and  ratified  'tfie  tame.  The  fociety  are  enjolnetl  to 
meet  yearly  oh  the  27th  day  of  DecenKber,  to  choofe 
two  wardens,  and  the  like  naaiber  of  overfeers ;  ptof- 
bibltirig  them  from  working  on  Sundays  and  holidays 
obferved  by  the  church,  giving  them  power  to  makb 
by.law^,  and  reftridling  apprentices  from  'wofkirife 
tide-work,  till  they  had  fefVed  three  years. 

Another  order  of  this  fociety,  dated  Aaguft  26th, 
1674,  Was  alfo  confiriiied'by  the  judges;  lis-'was'a'lfo 
another,  dated  July  26th,  1689.  Betides  the  ibove, 
this  fraternity  have  fince  made  many  additioniil  oi- 
ders/by  thiiir  own  authority. -j-  ' 

f  In  thetr  old  books  are  the  following  curious  entries.;  y 
1 61 3,  Robart  Harrigad,  for  a  carvcll,  is. — William  Kciflcy,V©r 
working  on  a  ketch  on  a  holiday,  jd. — Of  two  for  working  on  a 
JUht£f  on  a  holiday,  yd. — 162+,  received' for  a  pott  "  fower  heatcs 
on  a  keele,  iid.** — 1651,  About  this  time  the  company  appear 
to  have  had  wkys  at  the  Cl6fe-gate,  where  large  fhips  weretbuUt. 

Their  mceting-jhoufc  occurs  i(w2. — 27  December,  1622,  pd. 
for  bretedging  the  towre  24s.  2d. — 1630,  mention  occurs  of  Skis- 
Thurfday  being  our  Lady-day  in  Lent — 1656,  mention  occurs  of 
new  ways  about  St.  Lawrence,  for  building  Ihips. 

June  24th,  1673,  a  brothei'  fined  for  challenging  another  to 
fighty  and  giving  him  his  glove. — Ten  brethren  Hned  for  working 
on  January  30th,  1651,  being  a  thankfgivingt-daye. — December 
a  7th,  1672,  a  brother  fined  for  telling  one  of -the  twelve  **  he 
tamed  hit  cloake  on  the  other  Hioulder." 

3  F  2  They 
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They  have  their  meeting-houfe  in  Carpenter's- 
Tower,  Sallyport-gate,  which  is  the  mod  beautiful 
of  all  the  other  meeting-houfes  on  the  town-walls. 

6.  Coopers. 

This  very  ancient  fociety  has  an  ordinary,  dated 
January  22,  1426.  They  were  enjoined  to  go  toge- 
ther yearly,  at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  in  procef- 
fion,  as  other  crafts  did,  and  perform  their  play,  at 
their  own  charge ;  each  brother  to  attend  at  the  hour 
afligned  him  at  the  proceiHon,  or  forfeit  a  pound  of 
wax;  that  none  ihould  take  a  Scotfman  born  to  ap- 
prentice, nor  fet  any  fuch  to  work,  under  the  penalty 
of  forty  (hillings,  whereof  twenty-Gx  ftiillings  and 
eightpence  to  go  to  the  fraternity,  and  thirteen  fhiU 
lings  and  fourpence  to  '*  Sente  Nicholas  kyrkwarke/* 
No  brother  to  take  any  more  than  one,  apprentice  in 
feven  years.  All  turners  and  pulley-makers  coming 
to  Newcaftle  to  be  bound  by  the  fame  ordinary. 

An  after  claufe  forbade  the  employing  of  any 
Dutchman  ;  and,  by  another  after  claufe,  the  com- 
pany of  ropers  were  united  with  this  fociety. 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
(17th  of  Elizabeth)  which  confolidates  the  compa- 
nies of  coopers,  pulley-makers,  turners,  and  rope- 
makers,  it  is  ordained,  •*  That  none  of  thefe  compa- 
nies (hall  take  any  apprentice  but  one  in  four  years, 
except  the  children  of  brethren  j*'  and  by  a  by-law 
of  this  confolidated  company  in  the  year  1786,  it. 
was  enaded,  "  that  for  the  enrolment  of  every  ap- 
prentice lb  taken,  a  brother  (hall  pay  ten  pounds, 
or  any  apprentice  at  all  during  the  fervitude  of  ano- 
ther, five  pounds.  But  by  a  mandatnus  (Coates  v. 
the  Cooper's  Company  in  1797)  it  was  fully  deter- 
mined. 
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mined  "  that  corporations  have  no  right  to  make  bj- 
laws  in  reftraint  of  trade,  artd  that  a  prohibition  not 
to  take  more  than  a  certain  number  of  apprentices 

is  a  by-law  in  reflraint  oftrade.^ 

January 

•  The  kamed  judges  prcfent  delivered  their  opinions  refpec- 
tively  on  this  important  cafe  as  follow : 

LORD  KENYON,  Chief  Jufflce  —I  believe  that  this  writ 
15  drawn  in  the  ufual  form,  and  I  fee  no  objeftion  to  i^  If  the 
defendants  fhould  have  returned  any  reafon  to  (hew  that  this  partf 
is  not  intided  to  have  indentures  enrolled,  they  (hould  have  (hewn 
it.  Bat  this  return  is  bad  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  To 
one  objedion  the  defendant's  counfel  has  not  even  attempted  to 
give  any  anfwer,  namely,  that  it  is  not  alledged  that  the  appren- 
tice vras  not  the  fon  of  a  freeman.  Thefe  two  companies  have 
exifted  immemorially,  but  how  they  could  be  confolidated  toge- 
ther I  cannot  conjedure.  However,  as  they  have  aflumed  that 
charader,  we  are  to  take  it  as  againd  themfelves  that  they  are 
confolidated.  There  is  a  cafe  in  Salkeld  where  It  is  faid,  that  a 
corporation  may  make  a  fraternity,  but  no  notice  is  taken  of  that 
point  in  the  other  reports  of  that  cafe  ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  tbat 
they  have  fuch  a  power ;  it  can  only  be  effedted  by  the  legiflatnre 
or  by  the  crown.  Here,  however,  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
theie  defendants  have  affumed  that  chara&er,  and  are  now  bound 
by  it.  But  when  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  chofe  to  conlbli- 
date  thefe  two  companies,  they  certainly  had  no  right  to  fuper* 
add  by-laws  in  reflraint  of  trade  ;  and  a  prohibition  not  to  take 
more  thaA  a  certain  number  of  apprentices  is  a  by-law  in  reftraint 
of  trade.  By-laws  have  been  fevcral  times  brought  to  me  as  chief 
juftice  for  confirmation  under  the  ftatutcs,  and  not  long  ago  I  re- 
6ifed  to  allow  fome,  becaufe  I  thought  them  illegal  in  retraining 
mafters  from  taking  beyond  ^  certain  number  of  apprentices.  On 
the  aft  of  parliament  alfo  I  think  the  Lift  hyUw  is  void.  That 
ftatute  fays  that  only  a  fmall  fum  (2s.  6d.)  (hall  be  taken  for  the 
enrolment  of  indentures  of  apprenticed) ip,  whercai  the  defendants 
infift,  that  under  this  by-law  lol.  (hall  be  taken  for  ih  But  even 
if  the  company  had  a  right  to  demand  that  fnm  of  the  mailer, 
tb^t  is  no  reafon  why  the  indentures  fhouiJ  not  be  enrolled.  If 
they  think  they  can  fupport  this  by-law,  they  m .}  ftill  L»ring  their 
adion  againft  the  mafter  to  recover  the  penalty.     But  I  am  dear- 

if 
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January  30,  1650,  the  corporation  ordered  them 
a  leafe  for  {even  years  of  a  place  in  the  Manors,  to 
be  a  meeting-houfe.  The  company  of  plaifterers  ap- 
pear to  have'  met  with  this  fociety  foon  after  the  re- 
ftoration. 

A  warrant  was  granted  to  this  fociety  in  the  year 
1699  ^y  ^^^  mayor  of  Newcaftle,  to  fearch  all  her- 
ring, &c.  a  power  which  is  ftill  continued  in  their 
hands. 
; In 

ly  of  opinion  that  this  renim  cannot  be  fuppOrted,  and  that  a 
peremptory  mandanius  ought  to  go. 

ASHURST9  Judge* — Even  if  thefe  companies  were  properlf 
conftitttted,  and  had  a  power  to  make  by-laws,  which  queftions 
it  is  unnecefTary  to  difcofs  in  this  cafe,  the  by-laws  are  already 
bad»  as  being  made  in  reftraint  of  trade. 

GROSE,  Judge* — This  mandamus  is  drawn  in  the  ufual  form. 
The  defendants  do  not  controvert  any  of  the  fafts  ({ated  in  the 
writ,  but  they  rely  on  certain  pretended  by-Jaws.  hov7  without 
enquiring  whether  one  corporation  can  make  another,  or  wH'eth^ 
thefe  by-laws  are  good»  it  is  clear  that  this  apprentice  is  not 
hrouglu  within  the  lafi  of  them»  that  fays  that  every  brother  for 
each  apprentice  he  fliould  take  lliould  pay  1  ol.  &c.  the  meanii^ 
of  ujiicli  evidently  is,  that  the  .brother  fhall  pay  that  fum ;  but 
this  is  not  an  application  by  a  brother  but  by  an  apprentice  ;  but 
the  by-law  does  not  fay  that  the  indentures  of  apprenticefhip  (ball 
not  bp  enrolled  unlefs  the  money  is  paid.  Therefore  on  this  fiiort 
ground  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  return  is  bad. 

LAWRENCE,  Judge— I  alfo  think  that  £his  writ  is  in  die 
nfual  form.  As  to  the  argument  of  the  defendants,  that  the  party- 
applying  to  be  admitted  into  this  company  ought  not  to  b*  per- 
mitted tp  make  tlie  firli  objcftion  to  the  return,  becaufe  tt  is  con* 
trary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  corporation,  that  coiifcquence  by 
no  means  follows  j  for  even  though  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
eould  make  an  ordinance  for  the  purpofe  of  uniting  thefe  two 
companies,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  could  make  a  by-law  in 
refbaint  of  trade  ;  that  ordinance  might  be  goodj  though  the  reft 
were  bad. Return  quajbcd. 
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In*  the  year  1725,  Mrs  Margaret  Stcphenfon  left  a 
legacy  of  twenty  pounds  to  this  Tociety,  to  be  di- 
vided, and  let  out  to  two  brethren  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years  without  intereft. 

7.    Houfe'CarpetUerSy  anciently  called  Wrights, 
This  fociety,  by  an  ordinary  dated  July  3,  1579, 
including  joiners,  was  conftituted  a  body  corporate 
of  themfelves,  with  perpetu^  fuccefiion,  to  fue  and 
be  fucd,  &c.   in  the  courts  of  Newcaille ;  that  they 
fliould  meet  yearly  and  choofe  their  wardens,  ficc. 
alfo  to  obferve  the  plays  which  anciently  belonged  to 
their  fellov^ftiip  :  that  no  apprentice  ihould  ferve  lefs 
than  feven  years ;  no  Scotlman  to  be  taken  as  fuch» 
under  a  penalty  of  forty  ihillingi^  nor^  to  be  made 
free  on  any  account.     It  further  enads,  that  the 
joiners  ihould  work  at  the  fealing  of  houfes  within, 
the  making  *'  dorments  and  windows,  drawn  tables 
of  frame-work,  and  tables  with  turnpofts,   buffet- 
(tools,    forms,  cupboards,  almeries,  preiiers,  chairs, 
and  fconces  of  frame-work,  cafements,  trellifing  of 
windows,  buttries  of  framed  work,  framed  chefts,  and 
all  others  pinned  with  wood,  as  alfo  every  other  kind 
of  joiner's  work/'    That  the  two  trades  (hould  occu- 
py in. common  the  making  of  buttries,  or  any  other 
kind  of  work  with  '*  fealing  linck,  i.  e.  one  board 
growen  in  another,  and  nailed  with  iron  nails ;  chefts 
for  corpfes,  and  other  chefts  not  pinned  with  wood ; 
removing  of  beds,  cupboards,  and  draw-tables,  toge- 
ther  with  making  of  doors    and  windows  mulder 
work."     And  that  half  of  theiir  fines  ftiould  go  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  great  bridge,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  fellowlhip. 

Their  meeting.houfe  was  over  the  water-gate  on 
the  Sand.Hill,  in  which  was  a  table  of  fir.wood, 

formed 
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formed  of  one  plank,  all  of  one  piece,  beings  22  feet 
arid  a  half  long,  and  22  and  a  half  inches  broad. 
Their  prefent  meeting-houfe  is  at  the  Weftgate. 

George  CoUingvvood,  houfe. carpenter,  left  two 
pounds  for  ever  to  put  out  an  apprentice  to  one  of 
the  fociety. 

8«   Majbns. 

This  truly  refpefta\)le  fociety  was  conftitated 
an  incorporated  body  of  themfelves,  by  an  ordi- 
nary, dated  September  i,  1581,  enjoining  them 
to  meet  yearly ;  to  make  by-laws,  &c.  to  obfcrve 
their  play  at  the  feftival  of  Corpus  Chrifti  :  that 
^no  Scotfman  ihould  be  taken  apprentice;  thatap. 
prentices  fhould  fqrve  fcven  years,  &c.  In  1674  this 
fociety  met  in  the  White. Friar-Tower,  with  the  wall- 
ers, or  bricklayers  and  metters.  They  have  their 
beautiful  meeting-houfe  in  the  Carliol-Croft, 

On  a  monument  in  their  meeting-houfe,  ere<fled  in 
I776 :  •*  To  the  memory  of  Mr.  George  Maxwell, 
mafon,  who  died  »S??ptember  14th,  1732,  and  be. 
queathed  to  the  company  of  mafons  ofNewcaftJe,  the 
rentals  of  meffuages  and  their  appurtenances,  to  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  fuch  brethren  as  are  fick,  or 
fncapable  of  working,  and  to  fuch  of  their  widows  as 
are  needful." 

9.  Glovers. 
The  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  January  20th, 
1436,  enjoined  them  to  go  together  in  proceffion  at 
the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti  in  a  livery,  and  play  at 
their  own  charge ;  to  choofe  annually  three  ftcw- 
ards ;  that  apprentices  fliould  ferve  fcven  years,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  fix  fliillings  and  eightpence  *  to  the 
light  of  the  faid  craft ;'  that  no  Scotfman  boro  ihould 

be 
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be  taken  apprentice,  nor  allowed  to  work  in  the  town, 
under  a  penalty  of  forty  fhillings. 

lo.  Joiners. 

In  the  (ordinary  which  united  the  houfc-carpenters 
with  the  joiners  into  one  fraternity,  we  found  the 
date  was  anno  1579,  but  by  a  fubfequent  date  of 
1589  we  find  that  the  joiners  were  incorporated  by 
themfelvee  into  a  diftinift  company,  with  perpetual 
fucceffion.  It  enjoined  them  to  eled  two  war- 
dens, make  by-laws,  perform  their  parts  in  the  plays ; 
that  apprentices  fliould  ferve  feven  years  ;  and  that 
no  Scotchman  ihould  be  taken  apprentice. 

Their  meeting-houfe  is  over  Pilgrim-ftreet  gate,  in 
which  is  an  efcutcheon  with  the  following  infcription  : 
*•  Mrs.  Margaret  Stephenfon,  relidt  of  Mr.  John  Ste- 
phenfon,  merchant  of  Newcaftle,  departed  this  life 
Auguft  23d,  1629,  and,  by  her  laft  will  and  tefta- 
ment,  gave  to  the  company  of  joiners  of  Newcaftle 
aforefaid,  twenty  pounds,  to  be  lent  to  two  fuch  bre- 
thren of  the  faid  fellowfliip,  as  ihall  want  ftock  to  fet 
up  with  for  four  years  without  intereft,  and  fo  to  be 
transferred  to  other  two  fuch  brethren  of  the  faid 
joiners  at  the  end  of  every  four  years  for  ever." 

On  another  we  find  "  Barbara  Farbridge,  relidt  of 
Charles  Farbridge,  a  brother  of  the  company,  died 
April  13th,  1743,  aged  60,  bequeathed  to  the  poor 
widows  of  deceafed  brethren  twenty  pounds,  the  ufe 
of  which  to  be  paid  by  the  ftewards  on  St.  Peter's 
day  yearly  for  ever.*' 

II.  MilnerSy  or  Millers, 
This  fociety  was,  by  date  of  September  20,  1578, 
contetuted  a  fellowfliip,  confifting  of  twenty  millers. 
3  H;  with 
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\Yith  perpetual  fucceflion,    and  enjoined  them    to 
choofe  two  wardens  every  year,  who  might  fue  and 
be  fued,  &c.  and  that  when  the  general  plays  Ihould 
be  performed,  they  (hould  play  the  ancient  one  of 
the  focicty,  called  '*  the  Deliverance  of  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  out  of  the  Thraldom,  Bondage,  and  Servi- 
tude of  King  Pharoh,"  on  pain  of  forfeiting  twenty 
fhillings  for  abfence  :  that  no  ftranger  or  alien  born 
fliould  be  taken  apprentice,  or  fet  to  work,  on  pain 
of  fix  fliillings  and  eightpence ;  and  that  apprentices 
fliould  ferve  feven  years ;    that  no  corn  ihould  be 
ground  on  Sundays  ;  that  each  miller  in  the  counties 
of  Northumberland,  or* Durham,  who  brought  corn 
from  Newcaftle  market,    fliould  pay    them   an  ac- 
knowledgment of  fixpence  per  annum,    and    two 
fliillings  and  fixpence  every  time  he  fliould  be  found 
in  the  wheat  or  malt  market  before  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  on  market  days,  unlels  to  fetch  away 
the  corn  which  his  cuftomers  had  bought  there  j  and 
that  no  fuch  foreign  millers  fliould  buy  corn  there, 
under  a  penalty  of  two  fliillings  and  fixpence  for  each 
default. 

April  8th,  1672,  a  fingular  order  occurs  in  the 
books  of  this  fraternity,  **  that  if  any  brother  fliould 
attend  the  burial  of  another  with  a  black  hat,  he 
ihould  be  fined  fixpence  for  every  fuch  default." 

'  12.  Curriers,  Feltmakers^  and  Armourers, 
The  aflbciation  of  thefe  three  branches  of  bufinefs, 
was  conft:ituted  by  an  ordinary  dated  September  20, 
1546.  They  were  enjoined  to  go  together  in  procef- 
fion  at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  bear  the  charges  of 
the  lights,  pageants,  and  play,  and  be  there  at  the 
hour  afligned  them,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of 

wax. 
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wax.  It  further  enjoined  that  none  born  out  of  the 
king^s  dominion  fliould  work  with  thera,  unlefs  he 
were  denizen,  or  for  urgent  caufes  to  be  admitted  by 
the  mayor  and  juftices  of  peace,  on  pain  of  paying 
forty  pounds  fterling ;  that  they  fhould  not  work  on 
holidays,  or  on  Saturdays  longer  than  five  o'clock  of 
the  afternoon,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  .pound  of  wax; 
that  each  brother  fliould  be  fworn  on  admiffion*;  and 
that  the  armourers,  curriers,  and  hatters,  fliould  not 
interfere  in  each  other's  occupations. 

A.  D.  1 719,  this  fociety  made  a  Angular  and  very 
ridiculous  order,  **  that  no  quaker  Ihould  be  taken  ap. 
prentice,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  one  hundred  pounds." 

13.  Colliers^  Paviors^  and  carriage  men. 

The  ordinary  of  this  united  fraternity  dated 
July  30,  1656,  appears  to  have  been  a  mutual  a- 
greement  Iigned  and  fealed  by  themfelves,  to 
remain  in  force  till  they  fliould  obtain  one  under  the 
authority  of  the  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle.  It  ordered 
that  no  ftranger,  not  having  duly  ferved  an  appren* 
ticefliip  to  their  calling,  fliould  be  fet  to  work,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  the  fum  of  forty  fliillings  ;  that  any 
brother  working  a  day's  work  privately,  fliould  forfeit 
fix  fliillings  and  eightpence  for  each  default;  and 
that  they  fliould  choofe  a  warden  yearly,  on  the  feaft 
of  St.  Mark,  who  fliould  keep  the  books  of  the  frater- 
nity, and  do  all  other  oflices  belonging  to  a  fleward, 
as  in  other  companies. 

14.  Slaters. 

The  records  of  this  fociety  inform  us  that  their  an- 
cient ordinary  was  dated  March  12,  1451.  By  this 
they  were  enjoined  to  go  together  in  a  livery,  yearly, 
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at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  and  play  their  parts  at 
their  own  expe  nee  ;  that  no  apprentice  (hould  ferve 
lefs  than  fcven  years,  nor  a  fecond  to  be  taken  till  the 
firft  had  ferved  fix ;  that  no  brother  (hould  take  aScotf- 
man  apprentice :  that  if  any  brother  had  taken  a 
flate  quarry,  or  any  places  to  cover  with  Hates,  none 
Ihould  undermine  him,  under  a  penalty  of  thirteen 
ihillings  and  tburpence  ;  that  none  (hould  work  upon 
St.  Cathetine's  day,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of 
wax.  An  order  was  added  Deceiiflber  28,  1460,  that 
no  brother  (hould  take  le(s  than  fix  (hilling  and 
eightpetice,  for  handling  a  rood  of  flate  toyetings* 

Another  ordinary,  dated  September  28, 1579,  cited 
an  agreement  between  the  Haters  and  bricklayers, 
and  incolrporated  the  focieties  with  perpetual  fuc- 
de(fion,  etijoined  them  to  choofe  two  wardens  an- 
nually, who  might  fue  and  be  fued,  make  by*la^s» 
ficc.'  that  at  the  general  Corpus  Chrifti  plays,  they 
fliould*  perform  **  the  Oflfering  ef  Ifaac  by  Abra« 
ham  :*'  that  they  ihould  make  ovens,  chitnney*tops, 
funnels,  and  all  works  of  tile  or  brick,  which  was 
claimed  by  tlie  wallers,  to  who^m  they  were  to  pay 
an  annual  acknowledgment  of  three  (hillings  and 
fburpence.  It  further  ordered^  that  the  flaters  (hould 
do  no  kind  of  work  with  black  npottar  or  clay,  on 
pain  of  ten  (hillings  for  each  default.  By  mutual 
agreement,  the  annual  acknowledgment  of  three 
ihillings  and  fourpence  was  afterwards  given  up 
February  23,  1597. 

Another  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  March  16, 
1677,  feparated  them  from  the  company  of  wallers, 
bricklayers,  and  duwbers,  alias  plaifterers  j  and  made 
them  in  deed  and  name  a  fellow(hip,  by  the  name  of 
flaters  and  tilers  ;  ordering  them  to  meet  yearly  on 

St. 
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St.  Catherine's  day,  and  choofe  two  wardens,  who 
might  fue  and  be  fued,  &c.  to  pay  to  the  wallers 
three  (hillings  and  fourpence  yearly  on  St,  Cathe- 
rine's day  ;  to  work  no  kind  of  black  mortar  or<:lay, 
but  to  make  ovens  and  chimneys,  or  funnels. 

November  ii,  1654,  this  fraternity  agreed  to  meet 
witk  the  coopers  in  the  Manors ;  they  affemble  with 
them  aC  {Nrefent  on  the  Sand-hill. 

15.  Glaziers^  Plumbers^  Pewterers^  ti?  Painters. 

By  the  firft  ordinary  anno  1536,  goldfmiths  were 
incorporated  with  the  glaziers,  Sc-c.  as  above.  The 
goldfmiths  were  feparated  from  them  anno  171 7* 
Their  ordinary  required  them  to  go  together  on  the 
feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  and  maintain  their  play  of 
"  the  three  Kings  of  Coleyn  i"  to  have  four  wardens, 
one  goldfmith,  one  plumber,  one  glazier,  and  one 
pewterer  or  painter ;  to  be  fworn  on  admiffion ;  not 
to  iRt^fere  with  each  other's  occupations :  that  no 
ScoCfmao  bom  ihould  be  taken  apprentice,  or  fuf- 
fered  to  work  in  NewcalUe. 

They  had  their  hall  in  Morden-Tower  granted 
them  in  the  mayoralty  of  Sir  Peter  Riddell,  anno 
1619. 

Among  other  regulations  it  was  ena<^ed  that  none 
of  the  feliowfhip  (hould  lend  his  diamond,  except  to 
a  free-brotfaer,  a  glazier,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fix  (hil- 
lings and  eightpence. 

OTHER  COMPANIES  wt  of  the  FIFFEEN 
BY-TRADES. 

We  fhall  only  notice  the  mod  material  circum- 
ilances  refpeding  thefe. 

Goldfmiths. 
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Goldjmitbs. 

They  were  formerly  incorporated  anno  1536  by 
an  ordinary  with  the  glaziers,  &cc.  as  mentioned  be^ 
fore.  They  were  feparated  from  them  anno  1717. 
At  fo  remote  a  period  as  A.  D.  1249,  the  reigning 
king  Henry  III  commanded  the  bailiffs  and  good  men 
of  Newcaftle  to  choofe  four  of  the  moft  prudent  and 
trufty  men  of  their  tdwn  for  the  office  of  moneyers 
there ;  and  other  four  like  perfons  for  keeping  the 
king's  mints  in  that  town ;  alfo  two  fit  and  prudent 
goldfmiths  to  be  affayers  of  the  money  to  be  made 
there. 

An  aflay  mailer  was  appointed  to  this  fociety  in 
the  year  1 702,  which  office  is  now  held  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Pinkncy. 

Waits  ^  or  Mujkians^ 

This  fociety    feems,  by    quotations    from  their 
original  charter,    which  is  loft,    to   have  been  in 
greater  reputation,  than  in  more  modern  times.     The 
exiting  ordinary,  dated  September  18,  1677,  ap- 
pointed them  a  fellowfhip  with  perpetual  fucceflion ; 
that  none  fhould  teach  mufic  without  licence  from 
the  mayor ;    that  no  flranger  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
play  at  weddings  or  feafts,  nnlefs  allowed  by  the 
mayor,  under  a  penalty  of  fix  Ihillings  and  eight- 
pence  ;  that  no  fiddler,  piper,  dancer  upon  ropes,  or 
others  that  pretended  to  ficill  in  mufic,  or  that  went 
about  with  *•  motions  or  fliowes,"  fhould  pradlife  in 
Newcaftle,  without  licence  from  the  mayor,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  ten  fliiliings ;    that  at  marriages  where 
mulic  fnould  be  chofen,  the  waits  fhould  be  prefer- 
red ;  and  if  any  other  muficians,  who  had  the  may- 
or's 
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or's  licence^  were  called,  their  fee  iliould  not  exceed 
three  {hillings  and  fourpence,  under  a  penalty  of  ten 
ihiUings. 

In  1646  the  waits  were  commanded,  by  an  order  of 
common-oouncil,  to  go  about  morning  and  evening, 
according  to  an  ancient  cuftom  ;  and  again,  in  1675, 
they  were  enjoined  to  go  about  the  town  in  the  win*- 
terfeafon;  but  the  corporation  having,  a  few  years 
ago,  difcontinued  their  iklaries,  this  filly  pradice  has 
in  confequence  been  given  up. 
Scriveners. 

The  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  Sept.  13,  1675, 
appointed  eight  fcriveners  a  fellowfliip  ;  that  appren- 
tices ihould  ferve  feven  years,  and  that  all  the  bro- 
therhood fhould  dwell  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle. 
Bricklayers. 

This  ufeful  fociety  is  very  numerous  in  Newcaftle. 
They  were,  by  their  ordinary  dated  Jan.  19,  1660, 
called  "wallers,  bricklayers,  and  dawbers,  alias  plaif- 
tcrers,"  and  conftituted  a  fellowfhip  with  perpetual 
fucceffion,  meeting  on  the  24th  of  February,  and 
choofingfte  wards,  &c.  that  thcfy  ftiouldnot  bemolefted 
by  the  company  of  mafons  or  flaters ;  that  no  foreign- 
er (hould  work  in  the  town,  under  penalty  of  fix 
fliillings  and  eightpence ;  that  none  fhould  employ 
an  alien  born  under  the  like  penalty  j  that  appren- 
tices fhould  ferve  feven  years,  and  that  no  fecond 
ihould  be  taken  till  the  firft  had  ferved  three. 

An  order  was  made  by  the  corporation  in  1691, 
that  the  flaters  and  tilers  fhould  notexercife  the  trade 
of  bricklaying  or  plaiilering,  otherwife  than  in  mak- 
ing  and  mending  of  chimney-tops  above  the  flates, 
and  plaiftering  them.  Their  hall  is  in  Nevil-Tower, 
which  was  fitted  up  for  their  public  meetings  in  17/1, 
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Rope-makers.  * 

This  fociety's  ordinary,  bearing  date  April  14, 1648, 
(citing  one  of  more  ancient  date)  made  them  a  fel- 
lowflifp  with  perpetual  facceffion,  to  meet  on  the 
6ih  of  June  every  year,  and  choofe  wardens,  frc.  it 
ordered  that  they  fhould  not  be  molefted  by  the  com- 
pany of  coopers,  pnlley-malters,  and  turners ;  that 
no  brother  fhould  fet  an  alien  to  work,  under  a  pe* 
nalty  of  forty  (hillings ;  that  they  (hould  take  ap- 
prentices only  once  in  four  years,  but  put  their  own 
children  to  the  bufinefs  at  their  pleafure  ;  and  fur- 
ther enjoined  that  they  fhould  not  impofe  upon  the 
public  by  exceffive  prices.  Their  hall  is  a  -tower 
near  the  bottom  of  Carliol-Croft. 

Upboljierers^  Tin-plate  Workers  and  Stationers. 

The  ordinary  of  this  focjety,  dated  July  22,  i675t 
conftituted  iix  upholfterers^  three  tin-plate  workers^ 
and  two  ftationers,  a  fellowfliip,  with  perpetual  fuc- 
ceilion,  and  ordered  ibem  to  meet  annually  on  the 
25th  day  of  July,  and  choofe  four  fte wards,  tw^ 
upholllerers,  and  one  of  each  of  the  other  bxaocbes, 
who  with  the  fociety  fhould  have  power  to  make  by- 
laws, jfec.  that  apprentices  fhonld  Jfcrve  lieven  years, 
and  no  fecond  be  taken  till  the  firil  had  ferved  three; 
that  they  fhould  not  interfere  with  each  other's  call*- 
ings,  and  that  no  perfon  not  free  of  the  town  and 
this  fociety  (hould  exercife  thek  trade  in  Newcaftle. 
The  meeting'houfe  of  this  fraternity  is  au  apaxtment 
of  the  town-court. 

Sail-makers. 
The  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  Dec.  18,  1663, 
conAitufted  &ve  perfbnsof  the  occHpation  a  fellow-- 
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fliip,  with  perpetual  fucceffion  j  enjoined  them  to 
ftiect  yearly  on  Che  loth  of  Auguft,  to  appoint  two 
wardwfis,  to  bare  poiv^r  to  make  by-^hiws,  &c.  th%t 
ai^wenticcs  (hoald  ferve  feven  years ;  and  tiiat  noo^ 
but  tfaofe  who  were  free  of  the  town  and  this  felldv^ 
ihip  (hould  exercife  their  trade*  They  had  (beir 
meedn^liottfe  at  the  Clofe-gate. 
AttHer/. 

After  Newcaftle  became  a  laipge  commercial  town^ 
and  impoftations  of  gmin,  fruits^  &c.  were  progref- 
fiveiy  encFeaficg,  the  municipal  duties  impofed  by 
the  eovppration  needed  the  regulating  hand  of  the 
legiflature.  Accordingly  we  find,  by  an  ordinary 
dated  Auguft  3,  1611,  this  fociety  enjoined  to  meet 
on  the  20th  day  of  September  in  every  year,  sind 
choofe  four  wardens,  who  were  to  pafs  accounts,  and 
make  an  eq.ual  divifion  of  their  money  on  the  day 
follofving.  There  was  a  card  or  table  of  rates  and 
duties  of  the  fame  date. 

Upon  the  alteration  of  meafurcs,  another  ordinary 
was  granted  to  this  fociety,  061.  18,  1670.  And  in 
the  year  I726  a  new  card  or  table  of  rates  and  duties 
was  appointed  by  an  a&  of  common  council. 

Their  claims  however  were  difputed  about  four 
years  ngo  by  thenon-«freemen«  and  an  affile  trial  was 
the  confequence.  The  metters,  by  the  ioconiiftcncy 
of  one  of  their  evidences,  were  nonfuited.  At  a  fub«« 
fequent  afypeal  to  the  law,  the  metiers  attempted  to 
fubftaatiate  their  privileges,  by  alledging  that  npne. 
but  fiich  us  belonged  to  their  fociety ,  (being  forty  in 
number)  or  were  duly  authorifed  by  liiem,  had  a 
right  to  meafure  out  imfiorted  grain,  &c.  Both  par* 
ties  however^  by  their  counfel,  compromifed  the 
matter  befoi^e  it  came  to  a  final  decifion. 

3  I  Porters^ 
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Porters. 

The  ordinary  of  this  fociety  is  dated  in  the  year 
1528.  The  common-council,  in  1648,  made  an  or- 
der to  revoke  their  ordinary  for  refiifing  to  go  down 
and  lend  their  affiftance  on  the  revolt  of  Tynmouth 
Caftle. 

A  fecond  ordinary  was  granted  to  this  frateniity 
in  the  year  1667,  which  conftituted  them  a  body  po- 
litic, fixteen  in  number,  (vacancies  in  which,  by 
death  or  removal,  were  to  be  filled  up  by  the  mayor 
of  Newcaftle)  and  ordered  them  to  meet  on  Michael- 
mas-day,  and  choofe  two  ftewards,  with  power  to 
make  by.laws,  fue,  &.c.  in  the  courts  of  Newcaftle  j 
accompanied  with  a  table  of  wages. 

In  the  year  1670  another  ordinary  was  granted  to 
this  fociety  ;  and  in  1 704  a  new  table  of  wages  was 
appointed  them  by  the  common*council. 

Companies  ExtinB. 
As  thefe,  fuch  as  cooks,  fpicers,  furbifliers,  &c.  &c. 
which  in  former  times  feem  to  have  been  very  nume- 
rous, do  not  now  exift,  and  asourlimits  confine  us  to 
matters  of  much  greater  confequence,  we  will  not 
trouble  our  readers  with  an  enumeration  of  them. 

Free  Cujloms  of  the  Corporation  of  Newcajile. 

As  thefe  are  of  very  great  importance  to  be  known 
by  almoft  every  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  com- 
mercial town,  we  fliall  here  give  a  fuccind,  yet 
clear,  reprefentation  of  them. 

All  the  fons  of  a  free  burgefs  claim  the  franchife 
of  their  father  by  patrimony :  there  is  a  kind  of 
double  franchife;  the  fellowfhip  with  the  general 
body,  called  the  freedom  of  the  town,  and  that  of 
fome  particular  company,  ufually  ftyled  the  freedom 

of 
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of  a  trade  ;  and  the  perfon  who  enjoys  both  is  faid  to 
be  free  of  town  and  trade. 

If  a  father,  pofTefied  of  a  right  of  franchife,  die  be- 
fore admiffion,  all  his  Tons  forfeit  their  claiai.  No  na- 
tural  fon  can  inherit  the  franchife. 

With  a  right  to  vote  for  two  reprefentaiives  in  par- 
liament, every  burgefs,  and  a  widow  of  a  burgefs, 
may  claim  two  (lints  on  the  common  and  common- 
pailure  of  the  town.  Every  freeman  is  alfo  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  tolls,  quay  duties,  river  dues, 
£cc.  Franchife  is  alfo  obtained  by  fervicude.  Anci- 
ently this  fervitude  was  in  fome  companies  for  ten 
years  ;  it  cannot  at  prefent  be  for  lefs  than  feven.  A 
mailer,  being  free  of  the  town  only,  cannot  make  his 
apprentice  free  ;  for,  in  order  to  this,  the  franchife  of 
fome  company  is  indifpenfable. 

Some  privileges  are  obtained  by  marriage :  if  a 
perfon  who  has  a  right  to  the  franchife  of  Newcaftle, 
marry  a  freeman's  daughter  before  his  admiffion,  he 
pays  on  fuch  admiffion  fix  (hillings  and  eightpence 
lefs  than  thofe  who  claim  the  fame  freedom  either  by 
patrimony  or  fervitude. 

The  franchife  devolves  on  a  freeman's  widow ;  (he 
can  enfranchife  the  apprentices  of  her  hufband,  if  he 
had  been  free  of  any  company,  and  (he  continues  to 
carry  on  hts  bufinefs;  fiie  inherits  alfo  her  huf- 
band s  exemption  from  tolls,  quay  duties,  &c.  all 
which  are  loft  if  (lie  afterwards  marry  a  non-free- 
man. 

The  franchife  of  Newcaftle,  it  is  faid,  cannot  be 
fold,  but  may  be  prefented  as  a  gift,  when  it  is  ufual* 
ly  (lyled  an  honorary  or  perfonal  freedom. 

3I2 
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It  has  been  generally  fapjkjfed,  that  aci  honorary 
freeman  can  neither  tranlmlt  his  franchife  to  his  fons, 
nor  confer  it  upon  his  apprentices. 

The  form  of  the  oath,  on  the  admiffion  of  a  free- 
man of  Newcaftle,  concludes  with  an  expreffioa  that 
feems  to  imply  chat  every  burgefs  is  bound  to  a  per- 
fonal  defence  of  the  town. 

It  is  ufuai,  on  admiffion,  to  prefent  the  mayor  or 
alderman  who  admits,  with  a  filver  penny. 

By  the  charter  of  the  426.  of  Elizabeth,  March  22, 
1600,  it  was  ordered  that  burgefles  (hould  be  adimt<» 
ted  by  the  mayor  and  burgeffes,  or  common-council, 
whereof  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen  were  id  be 
feven. 

By  the  charter  of  King  James  I.  1604,  all  cuftoms, 
rights,  and  liberties  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  held 
by  former  charter  or  prcfcription,  were  confirmed 
to  it. 

The  following  paflage  occurs  in  the  ordinary  of  the 
bakers  and  brewers,  dated  September  28,  1579. 
Every  brother  was  enjoined  to  live  in  the  town  of 
Newcaftle,  and  **  continue  therein  as  a  burgefle  of 
the  fame  towne,  to  watch  and  ward,  and  beare  fcott 
and  lott  as  other  burgefles  of  the  fame  towne  ought 
to  doe." 

No  freeholder  in  Newcaftle  has  a  right  to  vote  for 
a  member  of  parliament  for  that  town,  as  fuch,  unlefs 
he  be  alfo  a  free  burgefs  thereof;  neither  have  they 
votes  for  reprefentatives  for  the  county  of  North  urn- 
berland  ;  fo  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
inhabitants  cannot  be  faid  to  be  reprefented  in  par* 
liarnent. 

The  odium  anciently  entertained  againft  the  Scot- 
tiih  nation,  and  which  hardly  yet  has  fubftded  among 

the 
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the  vulgar,  muft  be  referred  to  as  one  of  the  leading 
reafons,  why  fo  few  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
Ncwcaftlc  enjoy  the  franchife  of  chat  towa.  There 
is  a  daitfe  in  the  ordinary  of  almoll  €very  company, 
that  no  Scot&nan  born  ihould  be  taken  apprentice  ; 
and  it  is  highly  impFobable  that  any  .of  that  once 
boftile  people  would,  at  lead  before  the  time  of  King 
James  I.  be  admitted  to  a  freedom  of  the  town,  either 
after  refiding  any  time  in  it,  or  on  the  payment  of  a 
fine :  which  feem  to  have  been  the  ancient  terms  qf 
admiffion. 

Form  qfa  FreenatCs  Qatb'-from  an  old  copy, 

"  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne — You  fwear  that  you 
fliall  from  henceforth  hdd  with  our  fovereign  Lady 
the  Queen's  Majefty  that  now  is,  and  with  her  heirs 
and  fiiccefibrs,  kings  and  queens  of  England,  againft 
all  peribns  to  Uve  and  to  dye  and  maintain  the  peace 
and  all  the  franchifes  of  this  town  of  Newbaftie  upon 
Tyne,  and  be  obedient  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  flie- 
riff,  and  all  other  the  officers  of  the  faaie.  And  their 
council  keep.  And  no  man's  goods  avow  for  youn« 
unleis  he  be  as  free  as  yourfelf  and  of  the  f^me  fran- 
chife :  and  you  ftiali  obferre  and  keep  to  the  beft 
of  your  power  all  the  lawful  ordinances  made  by  com- 
mon confent  on  high  court  days :  and  all  other 
things  (hall  you  do  that  belong  to  a  freeman  of  the 
faid  town.     So  help  nie  God. 

•*  Nov.  13th,  1704,  John  Wheatley,  cordwainer, 
was  this  day  admitted  and  fworn  a  free  burgefs  of 
this  corporation,  before  the  right  worfhipful  Thomas 
Wafs,  cfq.  mayor,  and  (lands  charged  with  a  mul- 
guct  in  defence  of  the  fame." 

Parti- 
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Particulars  concerning  the  Corpus  Cbrijli  Plays^ 
As  pcrfoimcd  by  the  trading  companies  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

Whatever  relates  to  this  fubjeft  (fays  Warton  in 
his  Hiftory  of  Poetry)  is  extremely  interefting,  as 
thefe  miracle  plays  were  the  firft  and  earlieft  of  our 
dramatic  exhibitions. 

Thefe  appear  to  have  been  afted  in  the  open  air, 
in  what  is  called  in  fome  places  the  Play-Field,  or  in 
fome  fpot  calculated  to  (hew  the  performance  to  the 
grcateft  crowd  of  fpedators.  They  are  reported  to 
have  been  many  of  them  very  indelicate  and  obfcene. 
They  were  not  without  their  ufe,  however,  not  only 
in  impreffing  on  the  rude  minds  of  an  unlettered 
people  the  chief  hillories  of  their  religion,  but  alfo  in 
foftening  their  manners,  at  that  time  very  grofs  and 
impure;  "creating  infenfibly/*  fays  Mr  Warton, 
'*  a  regard  for  other  arts  than  thofe  of  bodily  ftrcngth 
and  favage.  valour/' 

In  the  ordinary  of  the  coopers  occurs  the  earlieft 
notice  of  any  of  the  Corpus  Chrifli  exhibitions  in 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  They  are  mentioned  alfo  in 
moft  of  the  other  companies,  as  our  readers  will  ob- 
fcrve ;  it  is,  therefore,  unneceffary  to  repeat  here  the 
different  parts  they  had  to  perform. 

I  know  not  (fays  Brand)  when  this  kind  of  enter- 
tainment began.  The  Chefter  plays  appear  to  have 
been  written  in  the  year  1328. 

Weaver,  in  his  Funeral  Monuments,  informs  us, 
that  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  James 
thefe  Corpus  Chritli  plays  were  finally  fupprefTed  in 
all  the  towns  in  the  kingdom. 

The 
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Tbe  various  branches  of  TRADE  md  MANUF AC 

TURES,  carried  on  in  Newcqflle  and  its  extcr^ve 

liberties. 

This  department  claims  a  large  proportion  of  our 
work,  and  highly  merits  our  chief  regard.  In  gene* 
ral,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Faujas  Saint  Fond,  member 
of  the  National  Inftitute  of  France,  "  Newcaftic 
is  fituated  on  the  beautiful  river  Tyne,  which  is  fre- 
quently covered  with  yeflels,  and  bordered  on  the 
ngbt  and  left  with  manufa6tures  of  every  kind,  down 
as  far  as  its  niouth  which  is  about  ten  miles  from  the 
town.  This  charming  river  is  rendered  highly  inte- 
refting  by  the  number  and  variety  of  thefe  nurferies 
of  manufadures.  On  the  one  hand,  are  feen  brick- 
fields, chymical  works  for  making  red  and  white  lead, 
vitriol,  &c.  On  the  other,  manufa£tories  in  iron, 
lead,  &c. 

"  This  multitude  of  eftabli(hments,  riling  oppofite  to 
one  another,  diffufes  every  where  fo  much  adivity 
and  life,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  that  the  age  is  a- 
greeably  aftoniihed,  and  the  foul  feels  a  lively  fatis- 
fadion  in  contemplating  fuch  a  magniiicent  pidure. 
Humanity  (continues  this  great  philoiopher,)  rejoices 
to  fee  fo  many  ufeful  men  finding  eafe  and  happinefs 
in  a  labour  (viz.  the  coal  trade)  which  fo  extenfively 
contributes  at  the  fame  time  to  the  enjoyments  and 
comforts  of  others ;  and  in  the  lad  refult,  to  the 
agrandizing  and  enriching  of  the  government, 
which  watches  over  the  fafety  of  the  whole.  Com- 
pare this  honourable  induftry  with  that  difgraceful 
indolence,  and  diftinguifliing  mifery  which  are  to  be 
feen  in  Roman  Catholic  countries,  where  pernicious 
laws  permit  a  great  portion  of  the  population  to  be 
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buried  in  monaftic  infticutlons ;  and  it  will  foon  be 
difcovered  how  much  gav^iriintefit  andicbgicm  mia-t 
ence  the  luppiiids  qf  mankinds 

^  The  numerous  coal-mines/*  adds  Saint  Fond,  **'.in 
tb^  neighbjOur.hoQd  of  Newsaille,.  foroi  ndl  onl^  ttn-* 
mssnk  iDag9f£ine»  of  fuel  for  tlie  icft  of  England,  but 
ate  alio  the  fource  of  an  extenim.  ai»d  profitable  &h^ 
mgn  cocnmerce. 

**  Veflfela  loaded,  with  coal,  for  London  aad  the  Tari*^ 
Oils  ports  of  England,  fail  daily  from  hence. 

"  Befide»  tbi&  commpKce,  the  na.vigalioa<  wbtch 
refults  from  the  working  of  the  coaUmiiies,  gives  aa* 
incalculable  advantage  to  the  Britidl  navy.  Tber 
coal-trade  forms  a  great  nurfery  of  feasnen  ;  and  ia' 
times  of  war,  many  coal  veilels  have  been  armed  a» 
letters  of  marque,  and  done  much  injury  to  the  com-' 
mon  enemy.  In  this  pradtcal  fehool  of  feamanfliip, 
men  accuilomed  to  every  kind  of  danger  are  to  be? 
foHnd. 

**  The  celebrated  Cook  begun  bis  naval,  career  ^s  m 
failorinthe  coal  trade^  His  enterpriiing  and  aAt^e 
genius  foon  ra^fed  him  to  the  command  of  a  veflel; 
Jie afterwards  purchafed  a  Ihipon  his  own  account^ 
and  difplayed  fo  much  fkill  and  courage  in  the  mid9 
of  the  greateft  danger,  when  he  as  it  were  fubdued  dir 
elements^ ;  and  although  young,  acquired  a*  teiy  htgb 
reputation  among  his  brother  feamen*  He  after- 
wards entered  into  the  royal  navy,  when  he  received' 
from  the  Britiih  government  that  encouragomeAr 
which:  he  fo  juftly  merited.  This  ailonifliing  nar^ga*^ 
tor,  failed  three  times  round  the  world,  and  eQ« 
riched  geography,  natural  biftory,  and  navigatioi^t 
with  great  and;  valuable  difcoveries«    The  modeft  faa^< 
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biiation  where  this  illuftrious  feaman  was  born,  is  pre- 
ferved  with  pious  veneration." 

Such  were  the  general  obfervations  that  this  excel- 
lent and  intelligent  perfon  made  on  the  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures of  Newcaftle  about  ten  years  ago,  while 
refiding  a  fortnight  in  the  town.  When  we  come  to 
delineate  the  various  branches  of  bufinefs  carried  on 
here,  we  will  meet  with  fome  of  his  more  detailed 
and  particular  remarks.  We  fliall  begin  our  ac- 
count with 

THE  COAL-TRADE. 

How  bountiful  is  providence  to  man  !  The  air,  the 
fca,  the  earth,  harmonioufly  contribute  to  his  conve- 
nience, and  his  comforts.  But  this  benignity  of  the 
Creator  is  diffufed  over  the  univerfe,  not  in  a  blind, 
indifcriminating  diftribution,  but  a  beauteous  arrange- 
ment is  held  forth  to  the  eye  of  contemplation,  con- 
fpicuoufly  marking  all  the  works  of  the  Creator's 
hand !  And  this  is  in  no  region  of  the  univerfe  more 
confpicuoufly  difplayed,  than  in  the  world  which  we 
inhabit.  How  numerous,  how  various,  and  yet  how 
ufeful,  are  the  produdlons  of  nature  on  the  furface, 
and  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  !  And  if  Golconda,  in 
the  eaftern  regijns  of  the  world,  boafts  of  its  dia- 
monds, its  emeralds^  and  fapphires  ;  if  the  mountain 
Potofi  pours  forth  its  ihining  ores  in  the  well,  the  fro- 
zen regions  of  the  north  can  produce  their  iron, 
their  tin,  their  lead,  and  their  coal ;  which  produftions 
of  nature,  by  the  aid  of  navigation,  eafily  fecure  the 
pojDTeffioR  of  all  the  others. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  word  '*  coal,"  fo  familiar 

to  us^  has,  with  little  variation,  been  adopted,  as  the 

name  of  \hat  ufeful  mineral,  by   the  Hebrews,  the 
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Greeks,  and  particularly,  as  exprdSed  in  the  feveral 
dialedls  of  the  north.  This  foffil,  grim  in  its  appear- 
ance, fays  the  poet. 

Is  trom  its  prifon  brought  and  feat  abroad 
The  frozen  hours  to  cheer,  ct)  xBiniiler 
To  needful  fuAenance  and  polidied  arts. 
Hence  are  the  hungry  fed,  the  naked  clothed. 
The  wintry  damps  difpell'd,  and  focial  mirth 
Exults  and  glows  before  the  blazing  hearth. 

Of  coal,  that  black,  fulphureous,  inflammable 
matter,  dug  out  of  the  earth,  and  at  prefent  the  com- 
mon fuel  of  moft  of  Europe,  as  well  as  of  other  parts 
of  the  globe,  confidered  as  a  genus,  there  are  various 
fpecies :  the  chief  of  which,  according  to  the  late  in- 
genious profeffor,  Dr.  Black,  are  common  coal,  fat, 
or  blackfmith's  coal,  and  Kilkenny  coal. 

Common  coal,  fays  the  fame  philofopher,  burns 
with  a  bright  hot  flame. 

Parrot  is  diftinguiflied  by  producing  a  more  copi- 
ous bright  flame  than  common  coal.  It  has  alfo  a 
clofer  texture,  admitting  a  polifli,  and  is  often  turned 
into  punch-bowls,  fult-fellers,  toys,  &.c. 

Common  co  il  has  a  much  loofer  texture,  and  is 
divided  into  maflTes  by  numerous  cracks  and  flaws,  fo 
that  it  generally  breaks  into  lumps  of  a  cubical  figure. 

Blackfmith's  coal  gives  not  lei's  flame,  but  under- 
goes a  fort  of  fufion,  and  unites  into  maflcs,  forming 
a  cinder,  which  is  afterwards  capable  of  producing  a 
violent  heat.  It  is  highly  valued,  becaufe  perfedHy 
free  from  fulphur. 

Kilkenny  coals  burn  like  charcoal,  with  a  bright, 

tranfparenr,  blue  flame,  like  that  of  fpirit  of  wine, 

.  and  without  any  appearance  of  fmoke,  leaving  only 

a  very  fmall  quantity  of  alhes.     There  is,  however,  a 

volatile  vapour,  probably  fix^d  air,  which  rifes  from 

it, 
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it,  and  gives,  a  difagreeable  fmell  in  the  houfes  where 
it  is  ufed.  There  are  many  ftrata  of  it  in  the  weft  of 
Scotland. 

It  is  owing  to  that  Providence,  ever  attentive 
to  the  wants  of  man,  that  this  mineral  is  found  in  moft 
countries  of  Europe.  Confiderable  coal  mines  are 
found  in  France,  Liege,  Germany,  and  Sweden.  Alfo 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  coal  has  been 
difcovered  and  wrought :  in  Newfoundland,  Cape 
Breton,  Canada,  and  fome  of  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces*  But  in  all  thefe  countries,  the  coal  is  of  a 
quality  much  inferior  (fay  the  learned  compilers  of 
the  Encyclopaedia  Britahnica,  Edinburgenfis,  &c.) 
to  that  of  Britain  ;  and  we  feel  fome  pride  in  adding, 
tothofe  of  Newcaftle. 

**  Coal  (fays  Mr.  Brand)  of  whatever  kind,  ac- 
cording to  the  hypothefis  of  the  abovementioned  in- 
genious profeflbr  of  chymiftry,  and  many  other  re- 
fpefUble  writers  and  philofophers,  as  well  of  our  own 
as  of  foreign  nations,  is  of  vegetable  origin :  all  the 
flrata  of  which  are  either  the  great  collediohs  of  trees 
compacted  together,  or  large  forefts  thrown  down  by 
decay  of  time,  and  afterwards  buried  by  fome  of  the 
more  violent  changes  to  which  the  globe  is  liable,  or 
other  inflammable  fubftances  charred,  perhaps,  by 
the  fubterraneous  fires,  and  incorporated  with  ful- 
phur  and  bitumen  '*  This  ingenious  hypothefis  we 
do  not  prefume  to  controvert ;  nor  do  we  forget  the 
obfervation  of  the  Abderites,  who  fent  a  pbyfician 
with  a  dofc  of  hellebore  to  Democritus  the  philofa- 
pher,  who  was  drawing  his  anagrams  and  geometrical 
iigures  of  the  component  parts  of  the  univcrrfe;— 
**  What  art  thou  doing,  O  Democritus ;  man  was  not 
made  to  conftrud,  but  to  cultivate  the  earth." — So 
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we,  leaving  learned  difquifitions  and  chymical  ana- 
lyzations  to  others,  wifli  only  to  point  out  the  work- 
ing,  conveying,  and  advantages  of  coals,  and  of.  the 
coal-trade 

Some  of  our  readers  might  poffibly  enquire  how, 
and  at  what  period  of  time,  huge  forcfts  have  been 
thrown  many  hundreds  of  feet  into  the  bowels  of  the 
etrth,  and  become  car  bonified  there  ;  yet  the  hypo- 

thefis  affords  fome  confolation  to  thofe  who  conlidcr, 

* 

that  according  to  the  rapid  manner  in  which  the 
coals  of  this  neighbourhood  have  lately  been  dug  up, 
and  that,  in  the  fame  ratio,  the  coals  will  be  com- 
pletely exhaufted  in  lefs  than  two  hundred  years 
hence,  and  fo  that  rich  and  valuable  trade  be  at  an  end ; 
but  if  coals  vegetate,  grow  like  plants,  our  pofterity 
may  have  a  frefli  harveft  to  commence.  Yet  alas, 
we  have  faint  hopes  of  fuch  a  refurredion  ever  taking 
place.  Coals  have  been  dug  in  this  vicinity  above 
fix  hundred  years  ago,  but  no  traces  of  new  ftrata 
have  ever  been  difcerned. 

Tnat  this  valuable  mineral  has,  for  many  ages, 
been  known  to  mankind,  and,  of  confequencc,  the 
antiquity  of  its  ufefulnefs,  appears  from  the  exprefs 
mention  of  coals  ufed  as  a  fuel  by  artificers  about 
two  thoufand  years  ago,  in  the  writings  of  Thcophra- 
ftus,  the  fcholar  of  Ariftotle,  who,  in  his  book  on 
ftones,  gives  the  fubfequent  very  particular  defcrip- 
tion  of  them :  **  Thofe  foffilc  fubftances,  that  are 
called  coals,  and  are  broken  for  ufe,  are  earthy ;  they 
kindle,  however,  and  burn  like  wood  coals.  ITicfc 
are  found  in  Liguria,  where  there  is  alfo  amber,  and 
in  Elis,  in  the  way  to  Olympias  over  the  mountains  : 
they  are  ufed  by  the  fmiths." 

Though 
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Though  fome  writers  have  not  Tcrupled  to  afBrni 
that  coal  was  unknown  to  the  ancient  Biitons,  yet 
others  have  adduced  proofs  to  the  contrary,  which 
feem  to  carry  along  with  them  little  leis  than  con- 
vidion. 

The  Britons,  as  (hewn  before,  had  a  primitive 
name  for  this  foflil  j  but  farther,  a  flint  ax,  the  inftru- 
ment,  fays  Pennant,  of  the  aborigines  of  our  iflind, 
was  difcovered  ftuck  in  certain  veins  of  coal,  expofed 
to  day  in  Craig  Pare  in  Monmouthlhirei  and  infuch 
a  fituation  as  to  render  it  very  acceiiible  to  the  unex- 
perienced natives,  who  in  early  times  were  incapable 
of  purfuing  the  veins  to  any  great  depth. 

There  are  no  beds  of  coal  in  the  compafs  of  Italy ; 
yet  the  ftrongeft  argument  in  favour  of  their  opinion, 
who  think  that  the  Romans,  while  they  were  here, 
were  ignorant  of  it,  is,  that  there  is  no  name  for  it  in 
their  language,  the  genuine  and  determinate  fenfe  of 
carbo  being  charcoal  Caefar  is  iilent  concerning  it 
in  his  dcfc  ription  of  our  ifland . 

It  feems,  however,  to  have  been  proved  beyond  all 
doubt,  that,  although  it  elcaped  the  notice  of  that 
great  people  at  firll,  it  was  afterwards  in  adtual  ufe 
amongft  them. 

The  Romans,  whofe  found  policy  led  them  to  im- 
prove, polifli,  and  enrich  the  countries  that  their 
arms  had  conquered,  foon  after  their  landing  in  Bri- 
tain difcovered  that  it  was  an  ifland  of  valt  confc- 
quence,  and  might  be  made  by  cultivation  on«  of  the 
mod  important  provinces  in  the  empire.  Accordingly 
we  find  that  they  not  only,  along  with  the  natives,  fet 
about  cultivating  its  foil,  but  alfo  ranfaiked  its  vari- 
ous ftrata  of  itone,  &c.  and,  as  we  are  affured  by  the 

learned 
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learned  Dodor  Whitaker,  they   appear  as  adually 
ufing  coaL 

Another  equally  well  informed  author  in  his  Bri- 
tannia Romana,  tells  us,  that  there  vtas  a  colliery  not 
far  from  Condercum,  now  Benwell,  judged  to  have 
been  wrought  by  the  Romans. 

When  the  Saxons  were  matters  of  Britain,  it  feenos 
that  that  people  too  were  acquainted  with  this  ufefiil 
fuel.  By  a  grant  of  fome  lands  made  by  the  Abbey 
of  Peterborough,  A,  D.  852,  certain  boons  and  pay- 
ments in  kind  were  refervcd  to  the  monaftery,  as  one 
night's  entertainment.  Among  the  articles  tiicre  are 
mentioned  ten  veffels  of  Welfti,»and  two  of  common 
ale  ;  lixty  cart-loads  of  wood,  and  twelve  of  foffil,  or 
pitcoaL 

When  the  Danes  invaded  and  conquered  almoft 
t)ie  whole  ifland,  they  feem  either  to  have  been  ig- 
norant of  the  ufe  of  coal,  or  too  much  taken  up  in 
their  continual  broils  with  the  natives  to  dig  for  u,  as 
no  mention  is  made  of  it  during  their  invafion. 

When  England  fubmitted  afrelh  to  foreigners,  and 
fell  under  the  tyranny  of  William  I.  and  the  reigns 
of  leveral  of  his  poAenty,  (during  all  which  unhappy 
period  the  country  feemed  to  be  perpetually  as  it 
were  under  fire  and  fword)  the  fame  filence  refpecl- 
ing  the  ufe  of  tliat  valuable  foflil  may  probably  be 
attributed  to  the  fame  caufes. 

But  hiilory  aifords  us  more  certain  information 
during  a  fubfequent  period ;  and,  as  we  noticed  in 
giving  a  detail  of  the  various  charters  granted  to 
Newcaitle,  king  Henry  III.  granted  to  the  good 
men  of  this  town  liberty  to  dig  coals  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  place.     This  grant  is  dated  in  the  year  1239. 

It    is   worthy    of   notice,     that  this    fpecies  of 

fuel 
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fuel  firft  obtained  the  name  of  fea-coal  about  feven 
years  after  the  above  date. 

Leland,  in  his  valuable  and  informing  Itinerary, 
vol.  8.  p.  19.  lays,  **the  vaynes  of  the  fe-coaJs  ly 
ibme  tiaie  upon  clyves  of  the  ie,  as  round  about 
Cocket  Ifland  and  other  ihores ;  and  they,  as  fonie 
will,  be  properly  called  fe-coals ;  but  they  be  not  fo 
good  as  tbe  caols  that  are  digged  in  the  inner  part  of 
the  land.*' 

This  trade  made  rapid  progrefs  during  the  reign  of 
king  John,  till  the  death  of  that  unhappy  prince. 

Bat  fo  changeable  are  the  fentirnents  of  men,  that 
altboogh  coal  had  been  found  for  fome  centuries  to 
be  the  mod  valuable  fuel,  yet,  to  our  liirprize,  we 
find  the  ufe  of  fea-coal  prohibited  at  London  in  the 
year  1306  by  proclamation  !  Brewers,  dyers,  and 
other  artificers,  who  had  occafion  for  great  fires,  had 
found  their  account  in  fubftituting  this  hot  and  larft- 
ingfoflil  for  dry  wood  and  charcoal ;  yet  the  preju* 
dice  was  fo  general,  and  the  oppoiitioji  to  it  fo  power- 
ful, that  the  two  bou&s  aflembled  in  parliament 
complained  againft  the  ufe  thereof  as  a  public  nui^ 
jance^  as  it  was  thought  to  corrupt  tlie  air  with  its 
ftink  and  fmoke. 

Private  intereft,  however,  was  deaf  to  the  royal 
proclamation,  and  it  was  foon  diixegarded  ;  but  this 
gave  ofience  to  the  legiilature,  and,  on  a  fecond 
oomplaint,  the  king  iflued  a  commiilion  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  with  ilri6t  orders  to  pumih  the  delinquents 
by  fines,  and  the  demolition  of  their  furnaces  and 
kilns.  Succeeding  parliaments  ha^e  thought  very 
differently  of  this  valuable  article  of  commerce. 
But  a<fiew  years  after  this  period,  this  fpeciesof  fuel, 
fo  oifenGve  to  tlie  nofes    of  tbefe  faftidious  lords, 

was 
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was  not  only  ufed  in  the  Ihops  of  dyers  and  brewers, 
but  blazed  in  the  palaces  of  royalty  itfelf,  where  it 
flill  has  a  moil  welcome  reception.  In  the  petitions 
to  parliament,  A.  D.  1321,  1322  we  6nd,  that  ten 
(hillings  worth  of  that  fuel  had  been  ufed  at  the  king's 
coronation  ! 

Omitting  other  inftances  of  a  private  nature,  in 
which  fea-coal  was  in  general  ufed,  we  find  A.  D. 
1327,  the  meafure  of  fea-coals  having  become  an  ob- 
jeA  of  conlideration,   and  of  confequence  a  great 

and   important    article    of  commerce.- Bourne's 

Hi/lory,p.is%. 

Three  years  after  this  period,  we  find  a  colliery  at 
Elfwick,  a  village  near  Newcaftle,  demifed  to  Adam 
de  Colewell,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  five  pounds. 

Edward  III.  A.  D.  1351,  grinted  a  licence  to  the 
burgefles  of  Newcaftle,  to  dig  coals  and  (lones  in  a 
place  called  the  Caftle-Fields  without  the  walls  of 
that  town.  This  grant  was  confirmed  A.  D.  1358 
by  the  fame  prince. 

A.  D.  1365,  the  king  iflued  an  order  concerning 
the  meafure  to  be  ufed  by  the  venders  of  coals. 

A  licence  was  granted  A.  D.  1368  to  Roger  de 
Fulthorp,  John  Plomer,  John  de  Britley,  and  Walter 
de  Hcfildon,  to  bring  their  coals  dug  out  of  their 
mines  in  Gatefhead  fields,  acrofs  the  river  Tyne  in 
boats  to  Newcaftle,  on  paying  the  king's  ufual  cuf- 
toms  in  that  port.  This  grant  was  extended  to  two 
of  the  above  merchants,  to  fend  their  coals  from 
Newcaftle  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  but  to  no  port 
in  foreign  parts,  but  to  Calais. 

In  the  year  1379  a  duty  of  fixpence  per  ton  every 
quarter  of  a  year  was  impofed  upon  ftiips  coming 
from  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  with  c^als. 

In 
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In  the  year  1421,  the  vaftconfequence  of  the  coal- 
trade,  even  at  that  remote  period,' appeiirs  by  an  a(9t 
of  parliament  made  that  year,  which  directed  *'  that 
whereas  there  is  a  cuftoin  payable  to  the  king  of  two- 
pence per  chaldron  on  all  coals  fold  to  perfons  not 
franchifed,  in  the  port  of  Newcaftle,  and  whereas  the 
keels  which  carry  the  coals  from  the  land  to  the  fliips 
in  that  port,  ought  to  be  of  the  }\x{\  portage'^of  twenty 
chaldron,  according  to  which  burden  the  cuftom 
aforefaid  is  paid  j  yet  naapy  now  making  their  keels 
to  hold  twenty -two,  or  twenty -three  chaldrons,  the 
king  is  hereby  defrauded  of  his  due  :  wherefore,  it  is 
now  enacted,  that  all  keels  be  itieafured  by  commif- 
fiorter^  to  be  appoimed  by  the  king^ .  and  to  be 
marked  of  what  portage  they  be,  under  pain  of  for- 
feiting ail  the  faid  keels  ^  which  (hall  be  found  not 
marked. 

OAobcr  I,  1529  The  haughty  and  magnificent 
Cardinal  Wolfey,  then  bifliop  of  Durham^  granted  a 
patent,  wherein  he  appointed  William  Thomlyngfon, 
keeper  of  Gateiide  park,  and  his  fon  Thomas  jointly 
to  the  oSke  of  clerk  of  all  bis  mines,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  lead  and  iron,  as  of  coals,  within  his  faid  demefne 
lands  of  Durham,  to  receive  daily  one  chaldron  of 
coals  out  of  each  coal-mine  within  the  demefnes  of. 
Gatefide,  Whickham,  and  Lynn-Dean. 

December  30,  1530.     The  Rev.  Father  in  God 

Thomas  Gardiner,  prior  of  the  monaftcry  of  Tin- 

3  L  mouth, 

•  KccI,  (fays  Brand)  is  a  very  ancient  name,  of  Saxon  origin, 
for  ftip  or  veffcl.  Oh  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Saxons  in  this  ifland, 
ibcy  came  over  in  three  long  (hips  fly  led  by  thcmfclves,  keels.  In 
the  Oianalary  of  Tmmouih  monaftery,  the  fcrvanu  of  the  prior 
vlio  wrought  in  the  barges,  are  called,  in  the  year  1378  kelers, 
»  appellation  plainly  fynonimous  with  our  prelc nt  keelmen. 
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mouth,  and  the  convent  of  the  fame,  granted  a  leafe 
from  Whitfunday  next  enfuing,  to  the  end  of 
twenty-five  years,  of  all  the  coals  and  coal-mines  in 
the  fields  and  bounds  of  Elfwick,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  to  Chriftopher  Mitford,  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne,  gentleman,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
twenty  pounds,  upon  condition  that  not  above  twenty 
chalder  (fix  bowls  to  the  chalder)  fliould  be  drawn 
in  a  day. 

In  the  year  1536  coals  were  fold  at  Newcaftle 
Upon  Tyne  for  two  fiiillings  and  fixpence  the  chal- 
dron, and  at  London  for  about  four  fliiHings  the 
clialdron. 

•  September  26,  1538,  the  Rev.  Father  in  God  Ro. 
bert  Blakeney,  prior,  and  the  convent  of  Tinmouth, 
occur  as  granting  a  leafe  of  two  coal-pits  in  Elfwick, 
to  the  above  Chriftopher  Mitford,  for  eight  years,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  fifty  pounds. 

•  There  is  a  curtous  pafl&g:  from  Harrifon*s  defcrip- 
tion  of  England  printed  A.  D.  1577,  refpeding  the 
coal-trade  of  Newcaftle  and  vicinity,  whkh  is  as  fol- 
lows : — **  Of  coal-mines  we  have  fuch  plenty  in  the 
north  and  weftern  parts  of  our  ifland,  as  may  fuflice 
for  all  the  realme  of  Englande.  And  foe  much  they 
doe  hereafter  indeede,  if  woode  be  not  better- 
cheriihed  than  it  is  at  prefent :  and  to  fay  the  truth, 
notwithftanding  that  very  many  of  them  are  carryed 
itito  other  countryes  of  the  maine,  yet  thcfir  great^ft 
trade  beginneth  to  growe  from  the  fore  into  the 
kitchen  and  haQe,  as  may  appeare  already  in  moft 
cities  and  townes  that  lye  about  the  coll,  where  they 
have  little  other  fewell,  except  it  be  turfe  and  haf. 
focke.  I  niarvayle  not  a  little  that  thete  is  »e  trade 
of  thefe  into  Suffex  and  Southamptonfhirc,  fot  want 

wherfcoF 
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whereof  the  fmiths  doe  worke  their  yron  with  charre- 
coal. 

"  I  thinke  that  farre  carriage  be  the  only  caufe, 
which  is  but  a  flender  excufe  to  inforce  us  to  carye 
them  into  the  mayne  from  hence.** 

This  plain  but  fenfible  writer  obferves  farther, 
^  I  might  here  take  occafiDn  to  fpeak  of  the  great 
faics  yerly  made  of  wood,"  whereby  infinite  deale  hath 
been  deftroyed  within  thefe  few  yeres,  but  I  give 
over  to  deale  in  thi$  behalfe,  howbeit,  this  I  dare  af- 
firm^  that  if  woodes  doe  ^oe  fo  fall  to  decay  in  the 
next  hundred  yeare  of  grace,  as  they  have  done,  and 
are  like  to  do  in  this  (fometymes  for  increafc  of 
fliepewalkes^  and  fome  mayntaynaunce  of  prodigalitie 
and  pompe^  for  I  have  knowne  a  gentleman  that 
hath  bgrne  three-fcore  at  once  in  one  paire  of  galigaC- 
cons,  to  fhew  his  ftrength  and  bravery)  it  is  to  be 
feared  tjiat  brorae,  turfe,  gal,  heth,  brakes,  whinnes, 
ling^  dies,  h^flbcks.  flaggs,  ftxaw,  fedge,  reedee,  ruftf^ 
and  fea-cole,  will  be  good  merchandize,  even  in  the 
citie  of  London,  whereunto  fome  of  them  alre^die 
have  gotten  readie  paflage,  and  taken  up  their  innes 
in  the  greatell  maxcbaunt's  parlers. 

This  qua^iat  wriiter  goes  on  to  contraft  the  manners 
of  former  tinaes  with  thofe  of  his  own  :  **  Now  we 
have  manye  chimnyes,  and  yet  our  tenderlings  com- 
plaine  of  rewmes,. catarrhs,  and  pofes;  then  had  we 
none  bi^t  reredoiTes,  and  our  heades  ^id  never  ake. 
For  as  the  fmoke  in  thofe  days  was  fuppofed  to  be  a 
fufficicQt  bardning  for  the  timber  of  the  houfe,  fo  it 
was  reputed  a  far  better  medicine  tp  keep  the  good 
man  and  bis  faaaily  from  the  quacke  pr  pofcj  where- 
with as  thqn  very  few  were  acquainted.'* 

Our 


^5^ 3[i"patt!ai  l^iflorp  of _^ 

Our  hiftorian  proceeds :  "  There  arc  old  men  yet 
dwelling  in  the  village  where  I  remain,  which  have 
noted  the  multitude  of  chimnies  lately  erefted, 
whereas  in  their  yoong  dayes  there  were  not  above 
two  or  three,  if  fo  many,  in  mod  uplandilh  townes  of 
the  realme  (the  religious  houfes  and  mannour  places 
of  their  lordes  alwayes  excepted,  and  peradventure 
fome  great  perfonages)  but  each  one  made  his  fire 
againfl  a  reredolTe  in  the  halle  where  ht  dined  and 
drelTed  his  meate :"  and,  in  all  the  bitrernefs  of  Ho- 
race's Laudator  Temporis  a£U,  adds,  *'  when  oure 
houfes  were  buylded  of  willowe  then  had  we  oken 
men,  but  now  that  our  houfes  are  come  to  be  made  of 
oke,  our  men  are  not  only  become  willow,  but  a  great 
many  altogether  of  draw,  which  is  a  fore  alteration." 

April  26,  1582,  Queen  Elizabeth  obtained  a  leafe 
of  the  manors  of  Gatefhead  and  Whickham,  with  the 
coal-mines,  common  waftes,  and  parks,  in  both,  of 
the  bilhop  of  Durham,  for  ninety-nine  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  ninety  pounds.    * 

This,  commonly  called  the  grand  leafe,  occafioned 
an  advance  in  the  price  of  coals. 

This  leafe  appears  to  have  been  procured  after- 
wards of  the  queen  by  the  earl  of  Lciccfter. 

It  was  afterwards  afligned  to  the  famous  Sutton,  1 
who  founded  the  Charter-houfe  in  London  :  and  the  I 
price  of  coals  raifed  to  flx  fhillings  per  chaldron. 

Thomas  Sutton,  efq.  for  the  fum  of  12,000!.  made 
an  affignment  of  the  above  grand  leafe  to  Sir  Wm. 
Riddell,  and  others,  for  the  ufe  of  the  mayor  and 
burgeffes  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  :  coals  are  faid  to 
have  been  advanced  on  this  occafion  to  feven,  and 
afterwards  to  eight  (hillings  per  chaldron. 

A. 
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A.  D.  1590,  the  price  of  coals  appears  to  have  been 
advanced  to  nine  (hillings  per  chaldron  :  upon  which 
the  lord  mayor  of  London  complained  to  lord  trea- 
furer  Burleigh;  againft  the  town  of  Newc^ftle  upon 
Tyne,  fctting  forth,  that  the  fociety  there  called  free- 
hofts,  to  whom  the  grand  leafe  was  firft.afligned,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  town,  confided  of  about  fixty  perfons, 
who  had  made  over  their  right  to  about  eighteen  or 
twenty,  who  engroffed  all  other  collieries,  viz.  Stella, 
the  bifhop's  colliery,  Ra^enfworth  colliery,  the  mine 
of  Mr.  Gafcoign,  the  colliery  of  Newburn,  &c.  re- 
quelling  that  all  the  collieries  might  be  opened  and 
wrought,  and  that  the  price  (hould  not  exceed  fevea 
Ihillings  a  chaldron. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  qu^en  £lizabetl|« 
the  duty  of  the  town  of  Ncwcaftle  upon  Tyne  on 
coals,  at  fourpence  per  chaldron,  appears  to  have 
brought  in  io,oool.  per  annum  to  that  corporation. 

A  fociety  of  oilmen  or  hodmen  had  exilled  as  a 
guild  or  fraternity  in  the  town  of  Newcadle  upon 
Tyne,  from  time  immemorial,  before  their  incorpo- 
ration by  royal  charter,  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
granted  on  the  following  occafion :  About  the  year 
1599,  queen  Elizabeth  requiring  of  the  mayor  and 
burgefles  of  that  town  the  great  arrears  of  a  duty 
payable  to  the  crown,  of  twopence  per  chaldron  on 
coals  fold  to  non-freemen,  in  the  port  of  Tyne,  the 
date  of  the  origin  of  which  can  only  be  conjediared, 
but  of  which  there  is  exprefs  mention  in  a  printed 
ftatute,  A«  D.  1420,  it  appeared  that  the  payment  of 
this  impod  had  been  fo  long  neglected,  that  they 
found  themfelves  unable  to  comply  with  her  requed ; 
on  which  they  befought  her  raajedy  to  remit  them 
the  fum,  and  to  incorporate  the  old  guild  of  hodmen ; 

who. 
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vbo,  oo  their  incorporation,  fhould,  by  a  grant  to  the 
queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  oblige  themfelvcs  and 
iheir  fucceflbrs,  forever,  to  pay  one  fliilling  for  every 
chalder  of  coals  exported  from  thence  to  the  free  pto* 
pie  of  England.  So  writes  Gardiner  j  but  they  them- 
felves,  in  tbeir  own  grant,  aflSirm,  that  they  were  in- 
fluenced by  more  generous  motives^  and  that  what 
they  did  ^rofe  fiom  their  gratitude  to  her  majelly  for 
incorporating  them  by  charter,  as  alfo  to  ajQift  her, 
then  labouring  under  exceffive  charges,  in  fupjport  of 
the  reali^jL  againft  its  foreign  enemies. 

The  agreement  between  the  queen  and  this  frater- 
nity, concerning  the  iinpoft  of  a  fliilling  per  chal- 
dron, had  been  made,  or  at  lead  agreed  upon  befoir 
January  1600,  for  in  the  royal  patent,  dated  at  Weft- 
roiafter,  January  3,  1600,  for  the  appointing  of  com- 
miifiofiers  to  meafuce  keels  at  Newcaftle,  flie  includes 
in  that  number,  '*  the  coUeSor  <>f  th^  ihilUog  per 
-chaldron  granted  her  by  the  hoflmen,'* 

Queen  Elizabeth's  great  charter  to  the  town  of 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyn^,  by  a  claufe  whereof  this  fra- 
ternity is   incorporated,  we  find  dated  March  22, 
i6co.  forty-eight  pentbns  are  named  therein  for  the 
better  loading  and  difpoiing  of  pit  coals  and  ftones 
\jpon  the  Tyne,  and  for  their  own  better  fuppprt  ^  a 
fuciety,  with  the  title  of  governor,  fte wards,  and  bre- 
thren of  the  fraternity  of  boftmen  in  the  town  of 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne ;    a  common  feal  <is  granted 
them.     The  governor  and  fte  wards  are  to  be  annual- 
ly elefted  on  the  4th  of  January,     Power  is  ^ven 
10  load  and  unload  any  where  on  the  Tyne  between 
•Nevvcallle  and  Sparhawk,yet  as  near  to  Newcaftle  as 
they  can,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  the  21ft  of 
Henry  Vlll.  &c. 

April 
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April  8,  1600,  the  fraternrty  of  hoftmen  of  New- 
caWe  upon  Tyne,  for  thcmfelves  and  fucceffore, 
granted  to  queen  Elixabeth,  her  heirs  and  fucceirors 
for  ever,  twelveperice  for  every  chaldron  of  fea-coai, 
(lone-coaly  or  pit-coal,  of  tlie  water  meafure  of  New- 
caftle,  (hipped  iri  the  port  of  Tyne,  to  be  fpent  within 
the  kingdom,  and  not  fent  beyond  the  feas  (coals  fold 
and  carried  from  Newcaftle  to  Hartlepool  for  the 
falt-pans  at  that  place,  belonging  to  lord  Luinley, 
his  heirs  and  afligns,  or  to  any  of  the  burgefles  of  New- 
caftle excepted.)  This  impoft  to  be  paid  to  fuch  of- 
ficer or  coliedor  as  the  queen  fhould  appoint,  and 
that  before  the  clearing  of  the  (hip  at  the  cuftoni' 
houfe. 

It  appears  by  the  order  ot  the  hoftmen's  company, 
dated  A.  D.  1600,  that  waggons  and  waggon-ways 
had  not  been  invented,  but  that  the  coals  were  aC 
that  time  brought  down  from  the  pits  in  wains  (hold- 
ing eight  bowls  each,  all  nieafured  and  marked),  to 
the  ftaiths  by  the  fide  of  the  river  Tyne. 

An  interefting  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  coM- 
trade  at  Newoaftle  upon  Tyne,  dated  February  26, 
1662,  is  prefervcd  in  the  books  of  the  above  fraterni- 
ty: there  appear  to  have  been  at  that  time  twenty- 
eight  ading  fitters,  or  hoaftmen,  who  wefe  to  vend 
by  the  year  goio  tGfns  of  coals,  and  find  eighty-five 
keels  for  that  parpofe  :  the  prices  ordered  were,  for 
the  beft  fort  not  above  ten  fhillings  the  chaldron  ; 
for  the  fecond  heft  fort  not  above  nine  (hillings ;  and 
for  the  kind  called  there  *•  the  meane  coles,*'  not 
above  eight  fhillings  (or  the  fame  quantity. 

Ib  the  year  1615  there  appear  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  coal-trade  of  Newcaftle,  four  hundred 

fail 
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fail  of  Ihips,  one  half  of  which  fupplied  London,  a» 
the  other  did  the  reft  of  England  with  that  fuel. 

By  this  time  the  ufc  of  fea-coal  had  become  gene- 
ral, occafioned,  as  it  is  afierted,  by  a  great  fcarcity  of 
wood,  which  of  late  years  they  bad  negleded  to 
plant  throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 

In  the  year  1622  there  were  vended  by  the  fociety 
(^boftmen  of  Newcaftle  14,420  tons  of  coab. 

April  20,  1622,  there  was  an  order  made  by  the 
above  fraternity  againft  the  fecret  find  diforderly 
loading  of  coals.  They  had  received  feveral  letters 
from  the  King  and  Privy-Council  concerning  thi» 
abufe. 

They  were  fummoned  to  anfwer  again  by  procels 
from  the  exchequer  chamber  againft  the  governor, 
flewards,  and  feme  of  the  company,  for  the  above  de- 
faults, returnable  in  the  fubfequent  Eafter  term. 

By  a  claufe  in  an  adl  of  parliament  made  in  the 
year  1623,  the  duty  of  twopence  per  chaldron,  men^ 
tioned  A.  D.  142 1,  was  faved  to  the  crown, 

February  i6th,  1624,  a  proclamation  was  made  for 
furveying  fea-coals  at  Ne^ivxaftle  uponTyne,  Sunder- 
land and  Blyth :  his  majefty,  by  letters  patent,  made 
September  22d,  1623,  to  Meflrs.  Sharpy  and  Hedley, 
for  twenty-one  years,  had  ere&ed  an  office  for  the 
furveying  of  coals  to  be  brought  to  London  and  other 
places^  with  a  grant  of  fourpence  per  chaldron  for 
fiirveying  them :  by  which  they  raifed  3,200!*  per 
annum. 

In  the  year  1625,  king  Charles  I.  gave  bis  royal 
confent,  that  a  contribution  of  lixpence  fliould  be 
laid  on  every  chaldron  of  coals  that  fliould  be  tranf- 
ported  from  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  to  any  of  his  do- 
minions, or  beyond  the  feas  into  foreign  parts.  Alex. 

Davifoo^ 
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Davifon,  merchant  of  that  town,  (afterwards  knight- 
ed) was  appointed  to  coUedt  the  fume.  Coals  appear 
to  have  fold  this  year  at  that  place  for  feven  Ihillings 
and  fixpence  per  chaldron. 

November  13th,  1626,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle 
deputed  fome  of  their  brethren  to  London,  to  attend 
the  lord  chief  juftice  and  others  of  the  judges  ap. 
pointed  to  make  report  to  his  majefty  the  patent  of 
furvey  of  coals,  artd  ftate  to  them  the  objcdions  of 
this  fociety  againft  it. 

April  22,  1630,  the  king  let  to  farm,  under  the 
great  feal  of  England,  to  Sir  Thos.  Lake,  Sir  John 
Trevor,  Sir  Marmaduke  Darell,  and  Sir  Thos.  filud- 
der,  an  import  on  coals  of  five  (hillings  per  chaldron^ 
for  thofe  tranfported  out  of  England,  Wales,  and 
Berwick  upon  Tweed,  to  any  part  beyond  the  feas, 
except  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  tlie  Me  of  Man — of 
one  Hiilling  and  eightpence  over  and  above  the  five 
(hillings  on  thofe  to  be  exported  as  above  by  any 
Englilhman  or  dcnifon ;  and  alfo  of  three  fliillings 
and  fourpence  for  every  chaldron  to  be  exported,  or 
(hipped  to  be  exported,  except  for  Ireland  or  Scot- 
land. 

In  the  year  1631,  an  information  was  made  in  the 
ftar-chamber  by  Heath,  attorney-general,  againft  the 
hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  for  mixing  40,000 
chaldron  of  coals. 

In  the  year  1633  coals  appear  to  have  been  fold  at 
Newcaftle  for  nine  (hillings  per  chaldron. 

A.  D.  1634,  the  king,  folely  by  his  own  authority, 
impofed  a  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  on  all 
fca.coal,  ftone-coal,  or  pit-coal,  exported  from  Eng- 
land to  foreign  parts. 
In  the  month  of  Odober,  1635,  coals  fold  at  New. 
3  M  caitle 
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caftle  for  ten  fhillings  the  chaldron, — They  occur  at 
the  fame  price,  water  meafure,  as  fold  there  in  the 
fame  month,  1637. 

A.  D.  1637,  one  {killing  per  chaldron  appears  to 
have  been  paid  on  the  foreign  vent  of  coals  to  the 
mayor  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  The  fame  year 
the  king  granted,  as  Gardiner  informs  us,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Temped  and  others  (notwithftanding  the 
former  exclufivs  and  perpetual  right  by  charter  of 
the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle)  the  fole  power  of  felling 
all  coals  exported  out  of  the  port  of  Tyne  for  twenty- 
one  years. 

In  the  year  following,  as  the  fame  authority  ob- 
ferves,  the  king  incorporated  a  company  of  coal  mo- 
nopolizers, Thomas  Horth,  and  other  mafters  of  Ihipsv 
impowering  them  to  buy  all  the  coals  that  fhould  be 
exported  from  Sunderland,  Newcaftle,  Blyth,  and 
Berwick,  paying  to  the  king  one  ftiilling  cuftom  for 
every  chalder.  They  were  to  fell  thefe  coals  again  to 
the  city  of  London,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  fevcn- 
teen  (hillings  the  chalder  in  fummer,  and  nineteen  in 
winter,  &c. 

The  king,  in  the  July  following,  adds  the  fame  au- 
thority, granted  another  patent  to  Mr,  Sands,  with 
others,  for  the  farming  of  the  above  cuftom  of  one 
Ihilling  on  eveiy  chalder,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds. 

Monopolies  contributed  greatly,  among  other 
grievances,  to  hurt  the  intereft  of  the  unfortunate 
Charles  with  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

The  granting  of  thefe  in  the  coal-trade,  as  ftated 
above,  appears  to  have  compofed  no  inconfiderable 
part  of  tl  .at  unhappy  monarch's  political  fins. 

When  Newcaftle  was  taken  by  the  covenanters  in 
the  year   1640,  the  coal-trade,  which  before  that 

event 
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event  is  faid  to  have  employed  ten  thoufand  people, 
fuftained  an  immenfe  lofs  :  every  one  fled,  thinking 
the  Scots  would  give  no  quarter,  and  more  than  one 
hundred  vefTeis  that  arrived  off  Tinmouth-bar  the 
day  after  the  fight,  hearing  that  the  Scots  were  in 
poflfeffion  of  the  town,  returned  empty. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1642,  an  ordinance 
both  of  lords  and  commons  was  publifhed,  prohibit- 
ing (hips  from  bringing  coals  or  fait  from  Newcaftle, 
Sunderland,  or  Blyth. 

About  this  time  there  was  an  impofition  of  three- 
pence laid  upon  every  chaldron  of  coals,  for  main- 
taining the  garrifon  of  JNewcaftle. 

In  the  fame  year  the  king  ordered  that  the  cuftom 
of  coals  tranfported  into  foreign  parts,  fiiould  be  ta- 
ken according  to  the  old  and  hot  the  new  book  of 
rates. 

In  1643  the  commons  pafled  feveral  ordinances  for 
raifing  monies  out  of  delinquents'  eftates  and  New- 
cattle  coals,  to  fatisfy  thofe  who  had  lent  money  for 
the  advance  of  the  Scottifli  army  into  England. 

The  fame  year,  when  the  Scots  befieged  Newcaflle, 
the  marquis  of  Newcaflle  ordered  all  the  coal-mines 
to  be  fired.  This  was  prevented  by  general  Lefley's 
furprifing  all  the  boats  and  yelTcls. 

April  I,  1643,  about  this  time  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  very  great  fcarcity  of  coal  in  the  city  of 
London. 

April  15,  1643,  the  Commons  made  an  order  to 
rcilrain  the  impofitions  of  wharfingers,  chandlers,  and 
coal-fellers,  who  appear  to  have  added  to  the  general 
calamity  of  London,  in  violently  opprefling  the  poor 
by  extortionable  prices. 

June  8,  1643,  the  Commons  made  an  order  to  re- 
3  M  2  ttrain 


4fo ]Cmpartial  i^ittorp  of 

ftrain  the  prices  of  coals  to  twenty  (hillings,   or  not 
above  twenty  threfc  {hillings  thcchalder. 

June  25,  1643,  the  gun-makers  of  London  peti- 
tioned the  houfe  of  commons  for  fearcoal  to  carry  on 
their  trade,  which  had  unfortunately  by  this  time  be- 
come a  very  important  one, 

July  20,  1643,  ^^  ^^^  earneflly  recommended  by 
the  houfe  of  lords  to  the  commons,  to  fend  (hips  to 
procure  coal,  at  that  time  a  very  fcarce  commodity, 
from  Newcaftle. 

October  2,  1643,  an  ordinance  was  made  by  the 
lords  and  commons  to  fupply  the  poor  and  others 
with  wood,  in  default  of  coal,  as  Newcaftle  was  at 
that  time  furprifed,  as  it  is  exprefled,  by  the  •*  papal 
and  malignant  forces," 

There  is  preferved  in  Rufhworth's  very  valuable 
coUeftions,  a  curious  letter  from  the  king  to  the  mar- 
quis of  NewcafUe,  WTitten  in  figure  cyphers  from 
Oxford,  dated  Nov.  2,  1643,  concerning  the  pro- 
curing of  arms  from  Holland  in  exchange  for  our 
coals. 

Jan.  8,  1644,  ^^  *  court  of  the  hoftmen  of  New- 
caftle, it  was  ordered  that  lix  brethren  of  that  fociety 
ihould  attend  the  mayor,  to  udjuft  fuch  quantities  of 
coals  as  (hould  be  lent  to  his  majefty  to  procure  corn, 
powder,  and  ammunition,  for  the  king*s  fcrvice,  and 
in  defence  of  the  country,  purfuant  to  a  commilBon 
from  the  marquis  of  Newcaftle, 

July  20,  1644,  the  parliament  made  an  ordinance 
to  provide  peat  and  turf  for  the  city  of  London;  the 
marquis  of  Newcaftle,  then  in  pofleffion  of  that 
town,  havin:^,  as  Rufhworth  informs  us,  prohibited 
^he  cxpoitacion  of  coals  to  that  city,  on  account  of 
the  citizens*  difobedience  to  his  majefty. 

After 
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After  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  had  been 
taken  by  the  Scottifl\ army,  the  boufc  of  commons 
took  the  management  of  the  coal- trade,  as  well  as 
the  government  of  that  town,  into  their  own  hands. 

The  committee  of  the  parliament  at  Newcaftle 
fcnt  up  on  this  occafion  a  great  quantity  of  coals  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  of  London,  of  which  the  com- 
mons gave  notice  to  the  lord  mayor,  with  orders  for 
the  diftribution  of  them.  Coals  had  before  this  time 
been  raifed  in  London  to  the  enormous  price  of  four 
pounds  per  chaldron. 

November  14th,  1644,  an  ordinance  was  pubHlhed 
by  both  houfes  of  parliament,  for  opening  the  trade 
to  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and  for  annulling  the  for- 
jner  ordinance  that  prohibited  the  trade  to  that  town. 

On  the  18th  following,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
parliament  at  Newcaftle,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  ho(lmen  of  that  town,  made  many  regulations 
concerning  the  coal- trade. 

On  the  2ift  of  December  following,  the  commons 
in  parliament  made  an  order,  that  it  fliould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  confideration  of  the  committee  at  gold- 
fmiths's  hall,  whether  any  proportion  might  l)e  raifed 
out  of  the  revenue  of  the  coals,  towards  the  monthly 
pay  afligned  to  the  Scottifh  army,  without  violating 
or  weakening  the  engagement  already  raifed  upon 
the  credit  of  that  commodity  ;  as  alfo  how  that  fuel 
might  be  beft  managed  to  the  public  advantage. 

January  4, 1645,  there  was  an  order  of  parliament, 
that  the  committee  of  goldf.nith's  hull  fliould  ap- 
point agents  at  Newcaftle,  Sunderland,  &c.  to  ma- 
nage the  coals  and  collieries  of  the  delinquents,  &c. 
and  pay  over  fuch  monies  as  ihould  arife  from  thence 
to  the  treafurer  of  the  Scottifti  ariny,  for  the  fpace  of 
four  months  or  longer,  if  neceflary. 

March 
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March  20,  1645,  it  was  refolvcd  in  parliament, 
that  the  five  (hillings  impofcd  upon  every  chaldron 
of  coals,  by  the  commiffioncrs  of  both  kingdoms,  at 
Newcaltle  upon  Tyne  and  Sunderland,  ihould  be 
taken  off. 

April  3,  1645,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  petition- 
ed the  above  commiffioners  to  take  off  the  threepence 
paid  by  them  out  of  every  chaldron  of  coals  they  fold, 
as  they  had  done  the  laft-mentioned  five  ihillings. 

June  9,  1645,  there  was  an  order  of  parUament  for 
the  fpeedy  granting  of  five  hundred  tons  of  the  coals 
of  delinquents,  to  the  mayor  and  town  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  and  infe<5led  of 
that  place,  and  among  other  purpofes  to  repair  the 
walls  thereof. 

Sept.  29,  1645,  it  was  ordered,  by  the  parliament 

that  Sir  John  Trevor,  &c.  (hould  be  put  into  the  col- 

IcAion  of  the  twelvepence  per  chaldron  upon  coals  at 

•  Newcaftle,  payable  to  the  king,  according  to  their 

leafe  from  his  majefty  of  that  duty. 

January  4th,  1646,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  fet 
afide  their  orders  of  the  7th  of  Sept.  1643,  and  the 
20th  of  Auguft,  1644,  for  ^^^  payment  of  threepence 
per  chaldron  on  coals* 

Whitelock,  under  the  date  of  February  8,  1646, 
informs  us,  that  four  fliillings  per  chaldron  upon 
Newcaftle  coals  were  continued  for  the  maintenance 
of  that  garrifon. 

November  4th,  1646,  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of 
Newcaftle  had  an  opportunity  (and  embraced  it)  of 
teftifying  their  loyalty,  as  it  were  in  kind,  to  their 
unfertunate  fovereign,  at  that  time  a  prifoner  within 
their  walls,  by  defraying  one  half  of  the  expence  of 
the  coals  ufed  by  his  majefty  and  his  retinue. 

Feb- 
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February  8th,  1647,  there  was  an  order  of  parlia- 
ment to  continue  the  impofition  of  four  (hillings  per 
chaldron  on  coals  (hipped  coaftways,  till  the  25th  of 
March  following  ;  this  was  entirely  taken  off  on  the 
13th  of  April  that  fame  yean 

There  was  an  order  of  the  common  council  of 
Newcaftle,  dated  January  zjth,  1648,  that  the  coal- 
cuftom  of  ftrangers  (hould  be  fo  reduced  that  they 
might  be  induced  to  trade  thither  as  formerly. 

July  17, 1748,  the  commons  in  parliament  confirm- 
ed an  impoft  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  on  coals 
and  grindftones,  and  on  every  weigh  of  fait  from 
Newcaftle,  Sunderland,  and  Blyth. 

In  the  winter  of  1648,  coals  were  fo  exceffively 
dear  in  London,  that  many  of  the  poor  died  for  want 
of  firing.  Sir  Arthur  Hafilrigge,  the  governor  of 
Newcaftle,  was  blamed  on  this  occafion,  for  laying  a 
tax  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  on  the  coals  at  that 
town,  eftimated,  fays  Walker,  at  50,0001.  per  annum. 
May  16, 1649,  the  houfe  of  commons  referred  an  in- 
quiry into  this  matter  to  the  council  of  ftate ;  re- 
commending it  at  the  fame  time  to  a  committee  of 
the  navy,  to  inquire  into  the  twelvepence  per  chal- 
dron on  coals,  and  how  it  might  be  taken  off. 

The  impofition  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  was 
entirely  fet  a(ide  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, made  on  the  i  ith  of  September  following 

Grey's  account,  in  his  Chorographia,  of  the  coal- 
tiade  of  Newcaftle,  about  A.  D.  1649,  *^  ^'^''  worth 
tranfcribing  : 

"  There  come  fometimes  into  this  river  for  coales, 
three  hundred  fayles  of  (hips. 

**  Many  thoufand  people  are  imployed  in  this  trade 
(tf  coales  :  many  live  by  working  of  them  in  the  pits : 

many 


464  3[inpattial  J^iftorg  of 

many  live  by  conveying  them  in  waggons  and  waines 
to  the  river  Tyne  :  many  men  are  employed  in  con- 
veying the  coales  in  keeles  from  the  Ilathes  aboard 
the  fhips  :  one  coal  merchant  imployeth  five  hundred 
or  a  thoufand  in  his  works  of  coals  :  yet,  for  all  of 
his  labour,  care,  and  coil,  can  fcarce  live  of  his 
trade  :  nay,  many  of  them  h:;ith  confumed  and  fpent 
great  eftates,  and  dyed  beggars.  I  can  remember 
one  of  many  that  rayfed  his  eftate  by  coale  trade : 
many  I  remember  that  hath  wafted  great  eftates. 

•'  Some  fouth  gentlemen  have  upon  great  hope  of 
benefit  come  into  this  country  to  hazard  their  mo- 
nies in  coale-pits. — Mafter  Beaumont,  a  gentleman 
of  great  ingenuity  and  rare  parts,  adventured  into 
our  mines  with  his  thirty  thoufand  pounds;  who 
brought  with  him  many  rare  engines  not  known 
then  in  thefe  parts;  as  the  art  to  boore  with  iron 
rodds,  to  try  the  deepnefTe  and  thick nefTe  of  the 
coale ;  rare  engines  to  draw  water  out  of  the  pits ; 
waggons  with  one  horfe  to  carry  down  coales  from 
the  pits  to  the  ftathes  to  the  river,  &c.  Within  few 
years  he  confumed  all  his  money,  and  rode  home 
upon  his  light  horfe." 

•*  The  coale  trade  began  not  paft  four-fcore  years 
fince :  coales  in  former  times  was  only  ufed  by 
fmiths,  and  for  burning  of  lime  :  woods  in  the  fouth 
parts  of  England  decaying,  and  the  city  of  London, 
and  other  cities  and  townes  growing  populous,  made 
the  trade  for  increafe  yearely,  and  many  great  (hips 
of  burthen  built,  fo  that  there  was  more  coales  vented 
in  one  yeare,  then  was  in  feven  yeares,  forty  yeares 
by  paft  :  This  great  trade  hath  made  this  tovvne  to 
flourifti  in  all  trades." 

February 
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February  12,  1650,  there  was  an  order  of  the  com* 
mon-council  of  NevTcaftle  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
an  inipoft  of  threepence  per  chaldron  received  on  all* 
coals  io  the  chamber  of  that  town. 

March  3d  following,  the  Trinity-houfe  of  New- 
caille  made  a  refoiation  to  maintain  their  claim  to 
threepence  per  chaldron,  received  by  them  from  time 
immemorial,  of  the  hoilmen,  for  their  free  parts  of 
fhips;  and  which  the  mayor  and  common-council, 
by  the  abore  order,  were  for  taking  away  from  them, 
to  add  to  the  r^^ venue  of  the  corporation. 

In  the  year  1 653,  the  coaUtrade  appears  to  have 
been  greatly  annoyed  by  the  Dutch  men  of  war. 

November  14,  1653.  articles  appear  to  have  been 
exhibited  againil  the  town  of  Newcaftle  concerning 
the  coal-trade. 

Auguft  25,  1654,  mention  occurs  of  a  mutiny 
among  the  keelmeu  at  NewcalUe,  for  the  increafe  of 
wages. 

The  port  of  Sunderland  by  the  fea  occurs  at  this 
time  as  beginning  to  be  of  great  importance. 

In  the  year  1655,  coals  are  faid  to  have  been  fold 
at  London  for  ab jve  twenty  ihillings  per  chaldron.— 
About  three  hundred  and  twenty  keels  appear  to 
have  been  employed  at  this  time  in  the  coal-trade 
upon  the  river  Tyne,  each  of  which  carried  eight 
hundred  chaldrons,  Newcaftle  meafure,  on  board  the 
fhips.  To  adjuft  the  difference  of  meafures,  it  muft 
be  noted,  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  chaldrons, 
Newcaftle  meafure,  are  equal  to  two  hundred  and 
fcventeen,  London  meafure. 

March  27th  of  the  fame  year,  the  hoftmen  made 
an  tL€t  for  taking  one  ftiilling  lighterage  for  every 
chalder  of  coals  put  on  board  of  any  ftiip  below  a 

3  N  place 
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place  called  the  Javil-tree,  in  the  river  Tyne;  but 
in  April  the  year  following  the' lord  protcftor  Oliver, 
and  the  council,  ordered  the  hoftmen  of  Ncwcaftle  to 
permit  the  fhips  that  traded  thither  for  coals,  to  lade 
at  the  ufual  rates. 

At  this  time  coals,  which  two  years  before  bad 
been  vended  on  the  river  Tyne  at  ten  (hillings,  were 
fold  at  twelve  ftiiUings  the  chalder. 

Feb.  23,  1658,  occurs  a  petition  ot  the  merchant- 
adventurers  of  Newcaftle  to  parliament,  againft  the 
cuftom  of  all  coals  tranfportcd,  having  been  let  to 
Mr.  Martin  Nowel,  whom  they  charged  therein  with 
great  ads  of  injuftice  and  difhonefty. 

This  appears  to  have  been  let  to  the  above  Nowel 
at  22,oool.  a  year,  of  which  fum  19,7831.  14s.  8d. 
were  for  the  coals  of  England,  and  2,21 61.  5s.  4d. 
for  thofe  of  Scotland. 

In  July  of  the  fame  year.  coramii3ioncrs  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  lord  protector  under  the  great  feal  of 
England,  for  the  meafuring  of  keels ;  which  they 
appear  to  have  done  in  a  new  and  better  manner 
than  had  been  ufed  before  that  time. 

June  21,  1659,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne  were  called  upon,  by  order  of  the  committee 
for  preventing  abufes  in  monopolies,  to  anfwer  the 
complahits  exhibited  againft  them  by  Ralph  Gardi- 
ner, Efq. 

In  December  the  year  following  a  warrant  was 
granted  from  the  lord  treafurer,  for.  the  payment  of 
the  (hilling  per  chaldron  on  coals  that  had  been 
granted  to  queen  Elizabeth  by  the  hoftmen,  to  lord 
Mordaunt,  Sir  Thomas  Peyton,  and  Sir  Jeremiah 
Whichcott,  baronets,  or  their  deputies;  and  the 
next  day  a  warrant  was  figned  by  the  above  lord 

Mor. 
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Mordaunt,  &c.  to  William  Johnfon,  Efq.  alderman 
of  Newcaftle. 

January  4, 1661,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  appear 
to  have  had  intentions  of  balancing  the  coal-trade  of 
Newcaftle  with  that  of  Sunderland,  by  procuring  a 
fliilling  per  chaldron  to  be  laid  alfo  upon  coals,  ex- 
ported from  Sunderland. 

January  20.  1662,  an  order  was  made  by  the  hoft- 
men of  Newcaftle,  to  oppofe  the  laying  on  of  three- 
pence per  chaldron  on  coals,  having  received  infor- 
mation that  endeavours  were  uting  to  confirm  their 
payment  thereof  by  aft  of  parliament. 

The  20th  of  Auguft  in  the  fame  year,  a  petition, 
figned  by  two  thoufand  colliers,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  occurs  ;  in  which  they  com- 
plained of  the  wrongs  done  them  by  the  coal-owners 
and  overmen  ;  a  redrefs  of  grievances  however  pre- 
vented it  from  being  fent. 

It  was  provided  by  the  aft  for  trade,  1663,  that 
coals  tranfpor^ed  in  Engliih  fhipping  and  navigation 
for  his  majefty's  plantations,  in  lieu  of  all  cuftom, 
fliall  pay  only  for  one  chaldron  of  Newcaftle  mea- 
furc  one  ftiilling  and  eight-pence  ;  for  one  chaldron 
of  London  meafure  one  fhilling,  provided  good  fecu- 
rity  be  given  for  landing  the  faid  coals  accordingly. 

In  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  1663, 
Newcaftle  coals  at  twelvepence  per  chaldron  for  the 
inland  vent  only,  then  at  leafe  for  1836I.  12s.  6d. 
per  annum,  are  reported  to  be  worth  8000I.  full  value. 

By  an  aft  made  the  two  following  years  the  weight 
and  meafure  of  coals  were  adjufted  in  London,  where 
juftices  of  peace  were  impowered  to  fet  a  price  on 
them. 

In  the  year  1666  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  upon 
3  N  2  Tyne 
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Tyne  laid  an  rnipoft  of  one  penny  a  chaldron  n|x>n 
coals  cleared  at  the  cuftom-houfe  of  that  town,  for 
the  fupport  of  workmen  laid  off  work  ;  the  collieries 
being  all  laid  in,  great  quantities  of  coals  being  al- 
ready  wrought,  and  not  fold  by  rcafon  of  the  war. 

In  January  the  year  following,  couls  appear  to 
have  been  fold  at  an  exceffive  price,  for  want  of  con- 
voys to  London. 

By  an  aft  of  parlianient  made  in  1667,  after  the 
great  fire  of  London,  a  duty  of  twclvepence  per 
chaldron  was  granted  to  the  lord  mayor,  &c.  of  that 
city  to  enable  them  to  rebuild  it,  and  which  was  to 
continue  ten  years  ;  but  this  not  being  found  fuffi- 
cient,  it  was  made  three  (hillings  a  chaldron,  and  to 
continue  ten  years  longer. 

By  an  adl  of  parliament  in  1672,  a  wife  regula- 
lion  was  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cxpor- 
tation  of  our  own  produdl  and  manufadlures,  viz, 
the  taking  off  aliens  duty  upon  all  the  native  com- 
modities,  coals  only  excepted,  and  manufadures  of 
England,  exported  by  foreigners;  thereby  putting 
them  on  a  level  with  Englifh  fubjeds.  • 

In  the  year  1675,  Charles  the  fecond  let  to  farm 
to  vifcountefs  Mordaunt,  a  third  part  of  the  (hilling 
per  chaldron  upon  coals,  for  thirty-one  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  6x2!.  17s.  6d.  to  commence  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  granted  tovifcount  Mordaunt, 
Sir  Thomas  Peyton,  and  Sir  Jeremiah  Whichcott. 

I;  c.  18,  t677,  ^^^  ^'^S  granted  to  his  natural 
r  .\  ('.harlcs,  duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  and 
1  i*i  him  and  his  heirs,  to  Louife,  duchefs  of  Portf- 
!j.u;iMi,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  the  reverfion  of 
<i)e  M^dvepence  p^r  chaldron  on  coals,  the  faid 
i  .'i^cpence  per  chaldron,  the  rent  of  1836!,  12s- 

6d. 


BftocaftU  upon  Cpne.  469 


6d.  as  alfo  the  above  rentof  612I.  i/s.dd.  yetfubjedk 
to  an  annuity  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Clarges,  his  heirs  and  aifigns,  at  a  yearly  referved 
rent  of  il.  6s.  8d- 

January  4th,  1683,  ^^c  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  or- 
dered a  \biirrant  to  be  procured  from  the  mayor  and 
borgefles  of  that  town,  to  feize  coals  that  came  into 
that  port  for  Color-coats,  or  otherwife,  contrary  to 
the  a^  21  Henry  Vlll.  or  upon  the  cuftom  foreign 
bougbt  or  fold. 

A.  D.  1685,  there  were  To  many  foreign*built  (hips- 
ttfed  in  the  coaUtrade,  and  fliip-building  was  reduced 
to  fo  low  an  ebb  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and  other 
ports  of  the  kingdom,  that  it  was  thought  neceflary 
that  a  duty  of  five  ihtllings  per  ton  (hould  be  laid  this 
year  upon  all  foreign-built  (hipping. 

May  6, 1686,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  the  owners  of  ihips,  and  traders  in 
coals  to  and  from  Newcaftle,  Sunderland,  &tc«  again  ft 
a  farther  impofition  on  coals.  It  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

April  23,  i6c^o,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  fetting  reafonable  prices  on  ftaith- 
rooms,  and  way-leaves,  which  was  granted  them. 

December  this  year  great  complaints  were  made  in 

the  houfe  of  commons  concerning  the  high  price  of 

coab,  fetting  forth  that  the  poor  were  in  danger  of 

perifhing  for  want  of  firing ;  on  which  a  petition  was 

prefented  by  fome  perfons,  for  leave  to  make  a  bank 

of  coals  within  London  and  VVeftminiler,  and  to  cn- 

ftirc  the  traders  to  Newcaftle  againft  pirates,  and  the 

daagQs  of  the  feas. 

December 
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December  20, 1690,  mention  of  his  ma  jetty's  royal 
afltnt  occurs  to  an  a6l  for  reviving  a  former  ad  for 
regulating  the  nieafures  and  prices  of  coals. 

A.  D.  1693,  the  coal-trade  of  Newcaftle  fufiered 
great  interruption,  the  keelmen  there  being  afraid  to 
work,  on  account  of  an  imprefs  for  feamen,  concern- 
ing which  the  hoftmen  complained  to  the  members 
of  parliament  for  that  town. 

,  February  5th,  i^94>  a  bill  was  bit)ught  into  parlia- 
ment for  meafuring  (he  keels  and  boats  at  Newcaftle 
by  a  dead  weight ;  which  was  oppofed  by  a  petition 
of  feveral  owners  and  matters  of  ihips  in  the  coal- 
trade. 

March  6, 1695,  ^^^^^  ^^^  granted  to  bring  a  bill 
into  parliament  for  the  better  meafurement  of  keels 
and  keel-boats  at  Newcaftle  ;  it  was  ordered  to  be 
eiigroffed  21ft  March  following. 

March  12th,  fame  year,  five  ftiillings  per  chaldron 
were  ordered  by  parliament  to  be  laid  on  coals,  thirty- 
fix  bulhels  to  the  chaldron,  Winchefter  meafure  ;  and 
alfo  five  ftiillings  per  ton  on  all  coals  exported  from 
Scotland,  over  and  above  the  then  duties. 

January  9,  1696,  a  petition  of  owners  of  ftiips  was 
brought  into  parliament  againttthe  above  bill,  where- 
in they  fet  forth,  that,  by  a  ftorm  in  September  laft, 
they  loft  near  two  hundred  fail  of  ftiips,  worth  up- 
wards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

February  19th,  fame  year,  leave  was  granted  to 
bring  a  bill  into  parliament,  to  fettle  the  rents  of 
way-leaves  and'  coal-wharfs ;  which,  however,  was 
not  prefented  till  December. 

An  cngroflTed  bill  for  taking  off'the  duties  of  ton- 
nage upod  ftiips  and  coals,  was  read  the  third  time 
before  the  houfe  of  commons,  April  24,  fame  year. 

February 
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Fcbraary  6th,  1697,  the  hodmen  of  Newcaftle  pe. 
titioned  parliament  againft  an  intended  djjty  upon 
coals,  &c,  imported  from  NewcalUc,  for  the  repara- 
tion of  Whitby  Piers ;  which  they  alledged  was  inju- 
rious to  the  coaU  trade,  and  a  difcouragement  to  na- 
vigation. 

In  the  year  1699,  one  tboufand  four  hundred  (hips 
are  faid  to  have  been  employed  in  the  coal-trade,  ex«* 
porting  yearly  from  Newcaftle  two  hundred  thou- 
faDd  chaldrons  of  coals,  Newcaftle  meafure,  in  time 
of  peace.  Newcaftle  had  at  that  time  two* thirds  of 
tbe  coal'tradc ;  three  hundred  thouHind  chaldrons  in 
all  coming  annually  to  London.  Tbe  over-fea  trade 
in  this  article  at  the  fame  time  is  faid  to  have  em- 
ployed nine  hundred  tboufand  tons  of  ftiipping ;  fa 
that  the  coal-trade  made,  at  that  period,  the  greeted 
body  of  Englifti  fliipping. 

In  this  year  petitions  were  prefented  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  againft  the  late  impofition  of  five  fliil- 
lings  per  chaldron  on  coals,  from  Scarborough,  Sun- 
deriand,  Ipfwich,  and  King's  Lynn  in  Norfolk. 

It  appears  from  an  account  of  the  coal-trade, 
printed  in  1701,  that  at  that  time  the  beft  coals  in  the 
pcol  of  London  fold  for  eighteen  fliillings,  or  eighteen 
iliilliogs  and  threepence  per  chaldron  ;  out  of  which, 
eight  fhillings  were  to  be  deduded,  i.  e.  five  (hillings 
to  the  king,  one  fliiUing  and  fixpence  to  St.  Paul's, 
and  one  ihilling  and  fixpence  metage  ;  and  that  at 
Newcaftle  good  coals  fold  at  four  pounds,  or  four 
guineas  the  keel,  which  keel  made  fifteen  chaldron 
in  the  pool  of  London. 

February   27,   1702,    a  petition  from  the  coal- 
owners  in  the  north  of  England  concerning  the  de. 
cay  of  the  (kit  trade,  by  which,  to  their  great  detri- 
ment. 
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roent,  they  loft  the  means  of  dtfpofing  of  thebr  fmall 
coals,  was  prefemed  to  parliamenL  This  was 
backed  by  another  of  fimilar  hnport  from  the  falc^ 
makers. 

November  7, 17021  on  an  inquiry  io  the  boufe  of 
commons  concerning  the  exceflive  price  of  coak 
within  the  bills  of  mortality,  it  appeared  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  the  high  wages  paid  to  iailors. 

A.  D.  I  yo^,  upon  an  inquiry  of  a  committee  c^ 
the  boufe  of  commons  appointed  to  receive  propofals, 
and  prepare  heads  of  a  bill  for  the  increafe  of  feamen, 
and  the  fpeedy  manning  of  the  royal  navy,  fcnt  to 
the  mafters  of  the  Trinity- Houfe  of  Newcaftle,  con- 
cerning the  number  of  Ihips,  &c,  necefiary  for  the 
coal-trade,:  they  were  anfwered  by  the  fraternity, 
that  fix  hundred  ihips  one  with  another,  each  of 
eighty  Newcaftle  chaldron,  with  four  tboufand  five 
hundred  men,  were  requilite  for  carrying  cm  that 
great  branch  of  commerce.  *•  A  number,*'  thej 
added,  '*  both  of  Ihips  and  men,  that  had  been  en^ 
gaged  therein  for  three  years  laft  paft/'  Coals  occur 
at  this  time  as  fdd  at  eleven  ihillings  per  chaldron  ac 
Newcaftle. 

In  the  following  year  mention  occurs  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  the  lords  having 
given  their  aflent  to  an  a<9:  for  the  increafe  of  fea« 
men,  and  fecurity  of  the  coaUtrade. 

It  appears  that  at  that  time  there  had  been  em'> 
ployed  four  hundred  keels  in  the  river  Tyne,  and 
between  fifteen  and  tixteen  hundred  keelmen. 

From  Chriftmas  1704,  to  the  year  1710,  there  ap- 
pear to  have  been  exported  from  Newcaftle,  commu- 
iiibus  annis,  178,143  chaldron  of  coals;  and  from 
the  port  of  Sunderland  in  the  fame  time,  65,760 
chaldron  and  a  half. 

In 
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In  the  year  1 764,  there  were  exported  from  the 
river  Tyne  for  London  and  coaftways,  twffnty  thou- 
fand  chaldrons  of  coals,  London  nieafure;  and  forty 
thouland  chaldrons,  like  meafure,  for  foreign  parts ; 
more  than  had  been  exported  before  in  any  one  year* 

The  fame  year,  3,727  veffels  were  cleared  out  of 
that  river  for  the  coaft,  loaden  with  coals,  and  365 
for  foreign  parts ;  a  greater  number  than  ever  was 
known  before. 

A-D.  1765,  5  Geo.  III.  c.  35,  fee.  1,  an  additional 
duty  was  laid  on  exported  coal. 

In  the  year  following,  there  was  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment made  to  regulate  the  loading  of  Ihips  with  coals 
in  the  ports  of  Newcaftle  and  Sunderland,  to  take 
place  after  the  ill  of  June,  for  feven  years. 

The  fubfequent  is  an  accurate  account  of  the  (late 
of  the  coal,  trade  about  the  year  1772. 

5,585  (hips,  689,090  tons,  330,200  chaldrons  of 
coals,  with  123.370  hundred  weight  of  lead,  for  the 
coailing-trade.  And  363  Ihips,  49,124  tons,  21,690 
chaldrons  of  coals,  with  30,064  hundred  weight  of 
lead,  to  foreign  parts. 

An. a6l  of  parliament  paffcd  in  the  year  1773,  to 
continue  an  adl  made  in  the  6th  of  George  the  Third, 
intitled,  An  ad  to  regulate  the  loading  of  ihips  with 
coals  in  the  ports  of  Newcaftle  and  Sunderland,  for  a 
further  term  of  feven  years»  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  coal-trade  for 
fix  years,  on  an  average,  to  the  Chriftmas  of  1776. 

To  London,  and  other  ports  of  Great  Britain^ 
351,000  chaldrons  of  coals  (of  which  260,000  to  Lon- 
don) ;  to  the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations  2,000 ; 
to  foreign  parts  27,000.  In  all  380,000  chaldrons, 
Newcaftle  meafure,  per  annum. 

3  O  A. 
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A.  D.  1777,  the  wages  for  each  able-bodied  fea. 
man  for  a  voyage  in  a  coal-Ihip  to  London,  were 
fixed  at  3I.  los. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  yean78o,  it  waspropofed 
to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron 
on  exported  coals. 

This  yeaT  died  at  Gatelhead^  Baron  van  Haake,  a 
native  of  Silefia,  who  had  come  thither  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  extrading  tar  from  coal. 

July  7,  1781,  mention  occurs  of  a  machine  to 
draw  coals,  as 'then  invented  by  Mr  Jof.  Oxley. 

May  17, 1782,  the  royal  allent  was  given  by  com- 
miffion  to  an  ad  to  revive  and  continue  an  adl  pafled 
in  the  6th  of  Geo.  III.  intitled  •'  An  ad  to  regulate 
the  loading  of  (hips  with  ^oals,  in  the  ports  of  New- 
caftle  and  Sunderland." 

Thus  have  we  given  a  general  account  of  this 
rich,  fdurce  of  wealth  to  Newcaftle,  the  coal- 
trade,  and  of  tlie  vaft  confequence  to  which  it  has 
raifed  this  town.  This  important  fubjecft  having 
employed  the  refearchts  of  fome  of  the  moft  philofo- 
phical  and  ingenious  men  of  modern  times,  we  fliall 
ptcfent  our  readers  with  fome  c€  their  moll  lifeful 
xibfervations. 

Mr  Charles  Beaumont,  in  his  treatife  on  this  fub- 
jeA,  tells  us  that  he  has  explored  coal  in  its  original 
;ftate,  and  by  attentive  rcfearches  followed  it  through 
the  various  and  amazmg  operations  of  which  it  is  the 
foundation.  **  The  mines  of  coid  (fays  thut  fenfible 
writer)  may  juftly  and  emphatically  be  ftiled  the 
golden  ones  of  Britain,  and  not  only  by  that  means 
the  finews  of  her  defence  and  welfare,  but  alfo,  by 
manning  her  fleets,  defending  her  from  all  foreign 
enemies^  and  protecting  her  colonies  abroad. 

The 
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**  The  coal-mines  in  Great  Britain  is  the  fource  from 
which  the  nation  derives  its  fuperiority  in  its  valuable 
raanufadlories.  All  thofe  numerous'  operations  de- 
pendent upon  fire,  whether  in  engines  of  various 
conftru<Sions>  or  in  the  great  proceffes  of  brewery 
or  diftillery,  and  all  that  relates  to  the  extenfive 
manufadlure  from  grain  or  fugar,  molcifles  and  fweets, 
are  the  effedls  of  this  trade.  All  the  manu- 
fadurcs  of  metals  of  every  kind,  from  the  mod  pure  • 
to  the  bafeft,  are  carried  on  by  coal  fires  ;  and  all 
the  great  manufadluring  towns,  wherever  fituated, 
(London  excepted)  are  eftablilhed  in  the  vicinity  of 
inexhauftible  coal-mines. 

*'  I  need  only  enumerate  (fays  the  ingenious  author) 
Newcaftle,  Leeds,  Manchefter,  Birmingham,  and 
Sheffield,  to  illuftrate  thefe  truths.  Carron  and  Cole- 
brooke  Dale,  fo  famed  for  their  iron  works,  and 
many  other  important  places  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales,  entirely  owe  their  firft  eftablifliment, 
their  population,  their  wealth  and  importance,  to 
their  lying  adjacent  to  coal  mines. 

"  The  increafed  value  of  land  in  all  parts  where  coal 
is  found  is  wonderful ;  which,  before  ths  difcovery,' 
was  deemed  barren,  as  the  country  lay  wafte  'and 
unpeopled.  The  numerous  canals  and  conveyances 
from  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  owe 
their  exiftence  to  the  wealth  acquired  by  this  in- 
valuable mineral. 

"  From  the  anchor  to  the  needle  (adds  Mr.  Beau- 
mont) and  from  the  heavieil  piece  of  ordnance 
to  the  pillol  of  the  fmalleft  calibre,  depends  upon 
the  operation  of  coal-fires.  All  manufaflures  what- 
ever owe  their  importance  to  the  facility  with  which 
they  procure  the  article  of  coal.     In  Hiort,  it  is  the 

3  O  2  foun- 
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foundation  of  all  the  valuable  manufa£lories  in  Great 
Britain,  and  indjfpiitably  the  fource  of  all  her  wealth, 
greatnefs,  and  fafety. 

**  To  thefc  we  may  add,  the  national  confumption, 
fo  great  and  fo  important,  from  the  greatcft  cities  to 
the  fmalleft  hamlets.  Population  ever  incrcafing 
where  fire  is  to  be  had  with  facility  and  cheapncfs. 
Here  .  induftry,  ingenuity,  and  labour  of  every 
kind,  form  fettlements  and  eftablidi  manufadories, 
which  countries  dependent  for  their  fuel  cannot  pof- 
libly  efFea. 

**  Even  the  diftant  Britifh  fugar  colonies  are  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  Britain  for  coals  to  manufacture 
their  produce  ;  and  the  exportation  from  Britain  to 
the  continent  of  Europe  is  extenfive.  The  reve- 
nue ariGng  from  it  to  the  nation  is  immenfe,  and  her 
nurfery  for  feamen  by  that  article  invaluable  to  her 
navy/' 

The  author  fubjoins,  **  that  the  prefervation  and 
exteniion  of  this  article  muft  therefore  be  of  the  firft 
confequence  to  this  country,  and  confequently  the 
proteftion  and  encouragement  of  government  ought 
to  be  expedled  to  what  can  be  demonftrably  pointed 
out  of  advantage  to  the  coal- trade/' 

Mr  Beaumont  very  feelingly  points  out  the  pre- 
fent  embarrafTment  in  this  valuable  traffic ;  '*  the  lofles 
to  the  coal- owners  on  the  river  Tyne  and  Wear,  for 
feveral  years  paft,  (many  of  whom  are  of  the  firft 
rank  and  diltindion  in  the  kingdom)  whofe  influ- 
ence in  benefiting  their  country  will  be  defeated,  it 
they  find  uniformly  a  certain  lofs  by  working  or 
opening  new  mines  of  coal. 

"  The  primary  caufe  of  any  lofs  to  the  coal  trade, 
arifes  from  too  many  mines  being  open  at  the  fame 

time. 
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time,  and  confequcntly  the  receipts  cannot  anfwer 
the  expcnces  of  the  works  of  each. 

**  The  coal  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Bilhoprick  lies  horizontal  in  general  with  a  gentle 
dip  and  rife,  and  very  free  from  dykes,  or  troubles  in 
the  metal,  but  fubjedl  to  fire  and  water,  the  latter  of- 
ten proving  very  expenfive.  This  coal  is  mixed  with 
a  kind  of  bituminous  matter,  and  impregnated  in  ge* 
neral  with  particles  of  fulphur  ;  the  ferixier  caufing  a 
ftrong  adhelion  and  ftrength,  the  latter  giving  ad- 
ditional heat  and  fpirit  to  the  natural  good  quality  of 
the  coal.  Hence  the  generality  of  it  is  Excellent  for 
every  manufadure  and  houfe  ufe,  from  its  great  heat 
and  laft  ;  and  after  the  coal  is  burnt,  the  calcined 
parts  will  renew  into  a  ftrong  hot  fecond  fire ;  and 
irom  thence  fome  of  it  into  a  third :  and  it  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  working  of  metals,  by  fpeedily 
fluxing  them,  which  thereby  prevents  much  wafte, 
and;  from  its  heat  and  ftrength,  greatly  facilitates 
the  diftillation  and  liquifying  all  fubftances  requiring 
that  operation ;  with  the  further  great  advantages  of 
faving  time  and  much  wear  in  the  materials :  nor  in 
the  world  is  there  yet  any  coal  difcovered  that  will 
work  metals  to  perfedion,  equal  with  the  Britilh. — 
Hence  the  inftruments  of  war  are  purchafed  from 
Britain  by  all  nations,  and  her  coal  to  manufafture  a 
part  by  fome.  This  quality  in  the  coal,  and  the  dif- 
ference in  the  price,  with  the  ingenuity  and  work- 
manfhip  of  the  artift,  gives  their  goods  the  preference 
at  all  foreign  markets. 

"The  coal  in  Scotland  lies  in  a  very  different  manner 
to  that  in  England  ;  the  metals  and  minerals  being 
in  a  ftate  of  confufion  unknown  to  the  foiith  of  the 
ifland :    it  is  found  and  wrought  in  all  diredtions, 

from 
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from  the  houzontal  to  near  the  perpendicular.  From 
thefe  caufcs  are  produced  great  and  unavoidable  trou- 
ble and  cxpence,  from  the  dikes,  &c.  which  intercept 
the  coal  and  make  it  frequently  equally  difficult  as 
cxpenfive  to  regain. 

"  The  heft  Scotch  coal,  in  general,  is  a  ftrong  fplint, 
without  much  bitumen,  and  is  in  part  worked  in  large 
pieces,  that  are  fold  by  weight :  the  round  made  in 
the  working  is  fold  by  meafure,  and  the  fmall,  or 
panwood,  is  chiefly  ufed  for  falt-pans.  They  are  fe- 
parated  by  the  collier  before  he  fends  them  to  the 
furface,  into  large  mafles,  and  chous,  or  round  and 
fmall,  or  panwood.  The  finell  fplint  is  a  clear  burn- 
ing coal,  but  confumes  faft,  from  its  dryncfs,  and  lay- 
ing  open,  from  its  fize ;  which,  with  the  draft  of  the 
large  cbimneys^  adds  to  its  Jpeedy  CQnfumption,*'  and, 
as  Count  Rumford  very  truly  obferves,  devours  the 
heat. 

''  Yet  this  clean  Scotch  coal  has  come  much  into  ufe 
in  the  more  opulent  families  in  Scotland  ;  as  alfo  at 
Amflerdam,  where  they  generally  lay  on  one  piece  at 
a  time,  with  frugal  care. 

*'  The  inferior  kinds  of  Scotch  coals  make  but  poor 
fires ;  and  even  the  common  people  rather  buy  the 
lar^f  r  kinds,  than  the  chous,  as  they  give  more  lad- 
ing heat,  and  fupply  for  light,  in  domeftic  purpofes, 
indead  of  candles.  The  round  fells  for  feven  Ihil- 
lings  per  ton,  and  the  chous  for  five  fliillings. 

•*  The  French  work  coal  in  different  provinces,  and 
in  the  Netherlands,  but  the  coal  of  the  bed  quality 
France  produces  is  like  a  mixture  of  Scotch  and 
Welch  coal,  burning  quick,  without  any  great  heat, 
and  foon  confumed.  Some  of  it  is  tranfported  down 
the  Scheldt  into  Holland,  and  fells,  on  an  average,  at 
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fifteen  (liiHings  per  Newcaftle  chaldron,  -under  the 
Englifh  coals,  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  at  more  than 
double  that  difference.  France,  with  her  Nether- 
lands, Teceives  from  England  annually  twenty  thou- 
fand  Newcaftle  chaldrons,  for  the  ufe  of  fmirhs  and 
diftilleries. 

"  The  annual  demand  tranfportncd  into  the  port  of 
London  is  found,  on  an  average,  to  be  760,000  Lon- 
don chaldrons ;  and  it  is  computed  that  one  million 
is  received  into  the  whole  of  the  coafling  ports  to- 
gether. *• 

Mr  Beaumont  then  propofes  a  method  of  worting 
coal  fo  as  to  gain  many  thoufand  chaldrons  of  round 
or  large  coal,  of  which  it  would  be  too  tedious  to 
give  an  account. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  annual  va- 
lue of  coal  carried  coaftwife  is  nearly  a  million  of 
Newcaftle  chaldrons. 

•*The  different  foreign  ports  receive  annually  from 
Biitain  nearly  ((ays  Mr  Beaumont  in  his  excellent 
Treatife  on  the  Coal-trade  publiflied  in  the  year 
1792)  the  following  quantities. 

To  the  Dutch  United  Provinces  50,000 
France  and  Flanders  -  -  20,000 
Denmark  •  .  •  .  10,000 
Hamburgh        .        -        «  10,000 

Sweden  and  Portugal  .  .  5  000 
RuiCa»  Norway,  and  other  parts      5,000 

100,000  Newcaftle  clialds.'^ 
The  fame  ingenious  author  obferves,  "that  the 
exportation  of  coals  from  Scotland  is  not  at  prefent 
very  conliderable ;  but  by  the  cutting  of  an  intended 
canal  may  be  carried  round  the  different  fidiing  fta- 
tions  in  the  Weft  Highlands,  which  I  can  venture  to 

fay 


48o  afinparttal  pftorp  of 


fay  (he  adds)  will  prove  a  fource  of  inexhauftiblc 
wealth  to  Scotland,  and  change  an  uncultivated  and 
alnioft  uninhabited  country  into  a  populous,  trading, 
lucrative  and  beautiful  iituation,  formed,  for  it  by 
nature  ;  art  only  is  wanted  to  be  judicioufly  applied. 

"  The  iron  manufadories  at  this  time  ellabliflied, 
and  by  the  eafy  conveyance  of  Englifli  coal,  now 
duty  free,  would  enrich  that  country  ;  and,  by  mak- 
ing a  new  Ration  for  fliips  of  war  at  Oban,  might  be 
of  great  fafety  and  advantage  to  the  Britifti  navy. 

**  The  lands  in  the  Highlands  abound  in  Irmeftone, 
which  are  in  great  part  now  lying  uncultivated,  and 
apparently,  to  ftrangers,  barren,  (as  obferved  in 
other  countries,  until  coal  has  been  obtained  on  eafy 
terms)  giving  a  fcanty  meal  and  cold  bed  to  the 
quadruped,  would  foon  produce  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
to  all  the  inhabitants,  cauling  fuch  an  intimacy  with 
England  as  (hould  unite  the  people  by  friendfliip 
and  commercial  connexions,  fo  as  to  make  every  dif- 
tindion  ceafe. 

''  It  would  make  Glafgo^v  the  great  market  of  Scot- 
land,  and  of  confequence  one  of  the  richeft  cities  in 
Britain.  The  lands  around  it  would  greatly  increaft 
in  value,  and  through  all  the  country,  by  difFufing 
advantages  into  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  all 
this  amazing  i^nprovement,  wealth,  and  power  may 
be  effeded  by  cherifliing  and  cultivating  the  coal- 
trade.  By  preventing  the  wafte  in  injudicioufty 
working  this  raoft  valuable  article,  its  quantity 
would  be  vaftly  increafed  j  as  (Mr  Beaumont  adds 
with  honeft  exultation)  it  greatly  exceeds  in 
value  all  mines  of  gold  or  precious  ftones  :  thcfe 
create  luxury,  indolence,  effeminacy,  and  weaknefs 
of  mind  and  body  ;  while  the  former,  by  their  Vari- 
ous 
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ous  operations  immcnfely  exceeding  in  produa,  the 
value  of  fuch  mines,  by  being  fundanacntally  the 
fource  from  which  fpriiigs  Britain's  wealth,  with  giv- 
ing employment,  andconfequently  fupport  to  many 
mSlions  of  people,  with  the  bleffings  of  health  and 
ftrength,  by  induftry  and  profit  to  crown  their  en- 
deavours." 

This  gentleman  glances  at  the  impropriety  of  con- 
tinuing the  tax  of  one  (hilling  per  chaldron  on  coals 
exported  from  the  Tyne.  (till  of  late)  vefted  in  the 
famUy  of  Richmond,  now  made  part  oi  the  national 
revenue,  and  of  not  extending  it  to  all  coals  (hipped 
horn  the  other  rivers  in  England.  We  will  fee,  how- 
ever, that  as  coals  is  a  nccefary  of  life,  that  this  im- 
poft,  with  the  other  heavy  duties  on  coals,  are  impo- 
litic and  oppre(rive.  and  may  ultimately  deter  coal- 
owners  from  riflcing  their  capital  in  digging  for  this 
valuable  mineral  altogether. 

Mr  Beaumont  mentions  another-  difcouragmg  cir- 
cumftance  to  the  coal-ownefs,  which  b.  that  the  cwl- 
buyers  at  London  have,  by  a  combination  been  able 
to  burden  the  trade  with  demanding  and  obuining 
a  pTcmium  of  one  (billing  per  chaldron.    He  there- 
fore  concludes,  that  although  the  coal-owners  on  the 
Tvne  and  the  Wear  have  formerly  made,  many  of 
J       fi^rtnnes  •  vet  for  a  conftant  fenes  of  year* 
nTtheTha^cbeln  lofers.  invariably,  by  their  coals  ; 
SJifgThat  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  owners 
rfthe^mines,  and  of  the  (hipping,  will  conunue  to 
SktheTr  capitals  for  nothing  ;  and  that  without  a 
5jedy   eguktion  the  annual  lofs  to  the  coal  and 
'r^  own 'rs  muft  produce  a  decline  of  the  trade   by 
the  lofs  of  the  owners'  properties  to  fupport  ,t.  bo^h 
S  the  raifing  and  tranfporting.  and  that  ineviub  J 
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followed  with  confequences  ferioufly  alarmhig.  In- 
judicious impofts,  and  of  no  confideration  in  compa- 
rifon  to  the  advantages  that  would  rcfult  to  the  na- 
tion by  chcrifhing  the  coal-trade,  are  accounted  the 
banc,  and  will  if  continued  prove  the  ruin,  of  this 
ineftimable  branch  of  commerce,  and  with  it  that  of 
all  others  in  this  flourifliing  nation. 

We  fhall  hpre  fubjoin  Ibme  remarks  of  a  well-in- 
formed gentleman  on  this  important  branch  of  trade, 
contained  in  a  feries  of  letters  addrefled  to  Mr,  Pitt, 
anno  1793;  in  which  the  author  fubftantiates  the 
inequality,  oppreffion,  and  impolicy  of  the  taxes  on 
.  eoais,  as  alfo  of  the  grant  of  one  ihilling  per  chaldron 
to  the  duke  of  Richmond,  now  made  a  revenue-tax. 

This  author  fets  out  with  obferving,  that,  in  no 
part  of  the  world  does  this  ufeful  article  conftitute  a 
formidable  trade,  excepting  in  Britaii),  and  is  inferior 
to  no  trade  whatever  on  the  fcale  of  national  im- 
portance. 

To  corroborate  tbefe  aflertions,  he  gives  a  detailed 
enumeration  of  the  perfons  employed  in  the  different 
l^iunches  of  the  coal-trade,  as  exifting  and  immediate- 
ly depending  upon  the  min^s  of  the  rivets  Tyne  and 
Wear.  It  will  be  proper,  he  adds,  to  recoiled  that 
this  trade  divides  icieli  into  three  leading  branches— «- 
coal-mining,  coal-carrying,  and  the  bufinefs  of  un- 
loading, buying,  felling,  and  delivering  the  article  ia 
the  different  fea-ports,  coadwife,  and  particularly  in 
the  port  of  London.  We  will  not  follow  the  author 
in  thefe  details;  but  to ihew  the  prodigious  confe- 
quence  of  this  fpecies  of  commerce,  heobferves,  that 
the  fums  expended  in  materials  fqr  boring  and  fink* 
ing,  fuch  as  wood,  iron,  ropes,  &c.  independent  of 
the  money  paid  for  the  exclulivc  priyilege  of  work- 
.....  iag 


jQdnca&ie  uiion  Cgne.  4^ 


ihg  collieries,  and  way-leave  rent,  amount,  in  win- 
ning  fome  collieries,  to  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand 
poimds. 

The  following  ftatemenl  of  the  number  of  perlbns 
employed  and  dependent  on  the  coal- trade,  on  .the 
rivers  Tyne  and  Wear,  in  the  year  i  792,  may  be  de- 
pended oa :      . 

Upon  the  Tyne  are  employed,  under  and  above 
ground. 

Men  and  boys  •  •  .  .  6,704 
Fitters,  their  clerks  <^ild  runners  .  •  103 
Keel-men  and  boyS,  coal  boatmen,  &c.  i»5+7 
Tnmmers,  ballad-heavers,  5cC-  1,000 

Pilots  and  fbymen        .         .'        •        .       500 

9>854 

It  will  require  1 56,000  tons  of  (hipping  to  carry 
506,000  chaldrons  of  coals  to  market,  which 
will  employ  men  and  boysi  including  fupcrnu- 
merary  fcamen    *    -        -         -  -         -        8,000^ 

Carpenters,  ropers,  fmiths,  &c.  to  uphold  t^e  keels    .   too" 
Carpenters,  ropers,  fmiths,  fail-makers,  mad  and 
blodc-makexsy  bcat-biiilders,  &c.   to  repair  the 
(Eipping         .         *         .         •         •         •         *        S46 
I^arteyors  neceflary  to  fupply  the  keels  and  fhrps 

with  provlfions,  and  their  families  w  ith  prdvi fidhs    i ,  1 00' 
Coal-fadofs,  met  chants,  clerks,  lightermen,  met- 
ters,   bargemen,    coal-heavers,    cartmen,  .  arid 
porters         .         .         .         .         .         .     '    .       2,000 

21,900 
N.  B«  Many  dP  tho6  petfo^s  htve  familks  de* 
pending  on  the  coal-trade  for  their  fupport ; — 
fuf^ofe  th6m  orte-f6Urth  pArt  of  this  number, 
(and  3  to  a  hmWf  unemployed)  will  come  to    16,575 

Total  on  the  river  Tyne  38»475  • 

A  ftatement  of  the  number  of  perfons  employed  in 
the  coal-trade  upon  the  river  Wear. 

3  P  2  In 
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In  thp  (ereral  collieries  above  ground,  men  aod  beys  $f  ooo 
Ahov^c  groundy  bankmen  and  carricrSy  50  each  100 

Heap*flioveller6  and  wailers  •  •  •  •  200 
Abore  ground— blackfmtchs  6o»  engine  and  gin* 

Wrights  60         •         .         •  ...         120 

Waggon-fmiths  40,   waggon  and  waggon-way- 

wrights  100  .»•••.  140 
Viewers  ao,  orermen  and  deputies  80  •  •  zoo 
Agents  »o»  clerks  20        •        •        •        .        •  40 

'Gin-drivers  8o,  horfe-keepers  40  •  .  .220 
Engine-men,  brake-men  (f«r  machines)  .  •  60 
Waggon-men  ;oo,  creafers  for  ^e  ways  80  •  58a 
Statthmen  20,  off-putcers  40  •  •  •  •  60 
Iicaders  at  the  feveral  ftaiths  •  •  •  •zoo 
Total  employed  above  and  under  ground  .  4t620 
.Keelmen,  boys,  &c.  .  '.  .  .  .  1,000 
Fitters  60,  Clerks  100  .  ,  .  •  .  z6o 
Cafters,  trimmers^  ballaftmen,  coal-boatmen,  &c.  z^ioo 
Pilots  and  foymen  •  •  .  .  .  •  100 
Carpenters,  fmiths,  fail-makers,  for  600  keels  •  100 
It  will  require  106,200  tons  of  (hipping  to  carry 

340,000  chaldrons;    which  will  employ,  men  * 

and  boys        .        .         .    '    .   ,     ,        .  5,100 

Supiemumerary  feamen     • '  ' '.        •        .      400 

To  uphold  and  keep  the  flupping  in  repair  •        500 

purveyors,  to  fupply  the  keek  and  fhips  with  pro- 

vifions 60a 

Coal-merchants,  derks,  lightermen,  bargemen,  &c.  600 
Total  in  adual  employment  •  15,000 
Many  have  families  depending  upon  the  trade  ;— 

{uppoCt  oBe«fou2th  of  the  above  number,  viz. 

3,750,  and  3  in  each  family  unemployed,  in  all  i  i^zs^ 

Total  on  the  river  Wear        .        26,250 
Tot:il  of  the  namber  employed  and  dependingl       ^ 
oa  the  collieries  upon  the  Tyne  and  Wear  j        ^     ^ 

This  very  intelligent  writer  aflures  us  that,  hap^ 
pily  for  mankind,  it  is  not  for  wblM  of  workable  coal 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  northern  nations  (hiver 
through  the  long  rigorous  fcafon  of  the  year.    The 
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all-ptoltfic  bowels  of  the  earth  teem  with  inexhaof- 
tible  (lores  of  that  valuable  fpecies  of  fuel.  He  takes 
a  wide  tange  in  this  inveftigation ;  but  principally 
confines  his  obfervations  to  our  own  vicinity,  and 
fajs,  '*  I  (hall  not  attempt  to  give  a  ftateinent  of  the 
numerous  and  extenlive  ftrata  of  coal  difcovered  in 
different  parts  of  England.  Sea-borne  coal  is  more 
immediately  the  fubjeft  ofthefe  letters.  To  give, 
therefore,  fuch  a  view  as  will  enable  the  public  to 
judge,  with  fome  degree  of  certainty,  of  the  number 
of  years  which  Great  Britain  may  be  in  all  probability 
fupplied  with  coal  from  the  banks  of  the  rivers  Tync; 
and  Wear,  is  fufficient  for  the  prefent  purpofe.  •  To 
do  this,  I  fliall,  (fays  he)  firft  dcfcribe  the  extent  of 
the  fisams  of  coal,  which  are  worked  at  prefent ;  and 
next  thofe  feams  which  may  be  worked  hereafter. 

'^  I  ihall  make  my  calculation  on  general  princi. 
pies,  and  appeal  to  the  experience  and  good  fenfe  of 
thofe  acquainted  with  thefe  mines,  on  the  juftnefs  of 
the£aUowing  data. 

I.  That  the  feams  of  coal  which  are  now  worked 
at  Newcaftle  and  Sunderland,  are  equal  to  a  feam  or 
bed  of  fifteen  miles  by  twenty  miles. 

II.  That  this  feam  is  at  lead  four  feet  and  a  half 
in  thicknels. 

III.  One  fizth  of  the  above  mentioned  extent  is 
fufficient  for  pillars,  &c.  in  the  mines. 

IV.  It  appears  by  trials  made  by  Dr.  Watfon, 
bilhop  of  Llandaff,  that  a  cubic  yard  of  coal  weighs 
one  ton,  or  20  cwts. 

Note,  the  Newcaftle  chaldron  (hould  be  according 
to  ad  of  parliament,  fifty  three  hundred  weight ;  and 
the  London  cbaldron,  may  be  ftated  at  twenty .feven 
hundred  weight. 

I 
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I  ftiall  next  give  the  annual  account  of  the  con- 

fumption  of  coals  from   the  Tyne   and   the  Wear, 

which  may  be  as  follows : 

Chalders. 

Thtf  confumption  of  fdi-homt  cdal  in  Lbhdonl     ^ 

It  r    900,000 

isgeneially        •        •  *■         -  J 

Coad'Ways  at       -        -        -        -  .  700*000 

The  export  foreign  confumption  at  •  25O9OO0 

Confumed  at  Newcaftky  Sbjelds^  &  Sunderland    4.50^000 


Tt}fal  of  the  annual  confuinptiOn  of  toals  1 
1.         ,    r  .  5-      2>5oo,ooo 

frote  thefettirotivcrs  *  -         §        * 

The  number  of  tons  in  the  above  quantity,  ts^king 
the  chalder  at  27  cwt.  is  3,ioo;ooo. 

I  have  already  ftated  the  authority  of  Du  Watfort, 
that  a  ton  weight  of  coals  occupies  in  the  eirth  the 
fpace  of  one  cubic  yard.  The  rtumber  theret^^M^  of 
Cubic  yards  of  coals  confumed  annually  is  ^ylOo,dOo. 

The  furfaces  of  fa  matly  cubic  yards  in  th*  f^uate 
mile,  are  3,057,600. 

Thcfe  beds  or  feams  of  coal  irb,  ofi  an  av^tiage  four 
feet  and  a  half  in  thick nefs,  which  eOGt^aftft  the. 
above  number  of  cubic  yards  in  the  fl^uafe  itaile  by 
one  half  of  the  nuiiib^r  of  fquare  yardfe,  to  1,548,000. 

And  hence  the  fquare  rtiile  of  the  bed  or  feaim  of 
coal,  I  an)  defcribihgv  contains 

Cubic  yards  and  tons  of  coal  -  -         4>€45iOOO 

A  dedudion  of  one  iixth  for  pillars,  kc.  800,000 

^  The  number  of  tons  in  the  fquare  mile  is  3>^45»ooo 

I  have  aheady  dated,  that  the  annual  confump- 
tion  of  cociis  from  thefe  rivers  is  3,100,000  tons. 

It  tlierelore  appears  that  a  fquare  mile  is  a  fulticient 
fourc',  of  confumption  for  a  year  and  a  quarter.  I 
have  already  defcribed  the  length  and  breadth  of 
thefe  feams  of  coal,  as  confiiling  of  twenty  miles  by 

fifteen ; 
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flfteen  ;  making  an  area  of  three  hundred  fquare 
miles,  and  confcquently  a  fource  of  confumption  for 
three  hundred  and  feventy  five  years  ;  but  we  ftiall 
ftate  it  Qs  low  as  three  hundred  years. 

The  diftriA  which  I  ihall  next  defcribe  as  a  fource 
of  confumption  of  coals,  is  that  fronfi  Shields  to 
Whitehaven,  a  dillance  of  fully  eighty  niile^.  That 
all  the  fpace  between  thefe  towns  is  fhll  of  co^l 
equally  good,  and  three  times  more  plentiful  than 
that  I  have  already  defcribed,  are  fa£is  well  authen- 
ticated. 

After  a  train  of  curious  calculation,  the  authof 
afferts,  that  in  this  new  diftrid  there  is  a  (lock  which 
will  employ  the  carriers  in  the  coal-trade,  and  the 
confumers  of  fea-borne  coal,  at  the  rate  of  the  quan^ 
tity  now  ufed,  and  a  fourth  more. 

Daring  at  lead         •  .        .        •        •    600  jc^rt 

The  diftrtd  I  formerly  defcnbed,  at         .  300  years 

TTiefc  two  diftri^ls  .  .  .  900  years 
The  Irifh  faft  opening  their  mines,  they  may  leave 
at  lead  one  half  of  the  fpace  laft-mentioned  to  be 
carried  along  with  the  Shields  and  Wearmouth  coals  j 
fo  that  altogether  the  fupply  of  coals  from  thefe  two 
diftrids,  may  continue  fully  Twelve  Hundred  Tears  J* 
He  need  fcarcely  have  added,  "  Since  this  is  demon- 
ftrably  true,  the  fears  of  a  fcarcity  of  workable  coul 
are  without  foundation." 

The  gentleman  adds,  that  *'  cruel  would  that  go- 
vernment be,  that  would,  with  intolerablq  imports, 
deprive  mankind  of  fo  rich  a  fupply  of  an  eflential 
neceflary  of  life,  which  is  prepared  for  them  by  the 
liberal  hand  of  a  kind  Providence/* 

To  the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Beaumont  and  of  thofe 
contained  in  the  letters  addreflfed  to  Mr.  Fitt,  we 

(hall 
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fliall  very  Ihortly  lay  befone  our  readers  the  vc«y  m- 
forming  remarks  on  the  coaLtrade  by  Dn  Macnab^ 
and  with  thefe  we  (hall  conchide  our  account  of  tbid 
important  branch  of  commereei  which  bas  enriched 
Newcaftle,  and  raifed  it  to  that  condition  of  increaf- 
ing  confequence  which  it  now  enjoys. 

The  learned  reviewers  juftly  obferve  in  the  introu 
dudion  to  their  ftridures  on  Dr.  Macnab's  pamph- 
let,    *'  that,  in  the  opinion  of   that  etdigbtened 
writer,  Dr.  A^am  Smith,  in  his  Wealth  of  Nations, 
foffil  coal  being  a  moft  eflential  article  of  domeftic 
fommerce,  and  even  zneceffary  oflifs^  it  is  important 
to  have  all  the  circumftances  relative  to  it  well  an-* 
derftood;    and  the  writer  who  ably  difcufles   this 
branch  of  internal  trade,  may  be  pronounced  to  be  a 
contributor  to  the  public  weal."     '*  Dr.   Macnab, 
(they  add)  appears  to  us  in  this  light ;  and  though  be 
may  be  fufpe^ed  of  leaning  fomewhat  to  the  fide  of 
the  coal-owners,  he  manifefts  fuch  a  real  knowledge 
of  the  fubjed,  that  he  mull  be  perufed  with  fati^c- 
tion  and  advantage."      The  dodor   takes  a  view 
of  both  ends  of  the  coal  trade,  although  his  prin* 
cipal  objed  in  view  is  to  refift,  as  dangerous,  the 
opening  of  coal  mines  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom  for  the  fupply  of  the  London  market  >  and 
this  he  does  in  a  fpacious  train  of  reafonmg  ;  wfaich, 
however,  will  not  fatisfy  every  reader's  judgment  to 
convidion,  of  the  truth  of  his  pd&tions. 

It  may  not  be  generally  underftood,  that  the  New- 
caille  chaldron  (hould  weigh,  by  adl  of  parliament^ 
53  cwt.  and  that  8  of  the  fe  chaldrons  are  equal  to  15 
London  pool  chaldrons ;  but  it  is  likewife  true,  that 
the  chaldron  ultimately  delivered  to  the  confumer  19 
ilill  lefs  than  the  chaldron  in  the  pool  %  and  that  this 

confufion 
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ennl^uQ^n  in* the  uic  of  tba  toitn  muilopen  a  door  tc^ 
decepribn  and  fraud. 

Thfe  coaUtrade,  fajs  our  auclK>f ,  divkks  kfelf  into 
three  lading  branches^  viz.  coal^mining^  the  carrying 
trad^;  4nd  the  bufinefs  of  unloading,  buying,  felling, 
and  delivering. 

<Hv  the*  firft  branch  he  gives  this  general  informa- 
tion, »Thc  fiinw  expended  in  boring,  finking,  drift- 
ing, puFcbafing  materials,  fuch  as  iron,  ropes,  &c. 
amount,  in  common,  from  fix  tlioufand  to  forty  tbou- 
fand'  pounds,  and  upWi^rds,  on  each  coHiery. 

Tlifs  ftatement  muft  iroprefs  an  idea  of  the  mag-f 
nitiide  of  this  trade,  which  the  fubfequent  details  will 
confirm. 

By  Br  Macnab's  calculations,  thetiuniberof  per- 
fonsfemployed  in,  and  dependent  on  the  coal-trade, 
on  the 

V3tfer  Tyac  is        -        -        •  -  •  S^»475 

Oft  ike  Wear 2^,350 

64,7*5 
There  are,  fays  this  author,  upwards  of  fifty  col- 
lieries in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcaftle  and  Sun- 
derland. 

The  capital  emplojed  in  vrhkh  he  Aates  at       1,030,000 
In  (hipping  on  the  two  rivets  -         •  1,4009000 

The  capital  emidoxed  by  the  London  buyers        700,000 

Total  of  capital  employed        -  -  ;f*3»*3o>ooo 

He  boldly  afferts^  that  the  coal -trade  alone  ex- 
ceed^ the  foreign  commerce,  and  in  the  number  of 
(hips  annually  difcharged,  requires  double  the  num- 
ber of  craft  which  is  found  neceflary  for  the  whole 
imgplt  pnd  export  trade  of  the  river.  Two.thcufand 
we  )junidred  a»d  ninety  fix  barges,  averaging  about 

3  <L  ^^y 
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thirty  three  tons  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  72,46}^ 
tons)  are  chiefly  emplpyed  in  the  coal  importation. 

Some  times,  he  adds,  about  ninety  colliers,  (coal 
fhips)  each  requiring  on  an  average  thirteen  barges, 
are  difcharged  at  once  ;  1 1 70  coal  craft  will  then  be 
laden  with  coals  in  different  parts  of  the  pool  at  the 
fame  time,  while  the  chief  part  of  the  reniainiiig 
craft,  above,  and  below  the  bridge,  are  ufed  as  floating 
warehoufes,  until  the  coah  can  be  difpofed  of. 
.  The  monthly  fupply  of  coals  for  the  metropolis,  is 
,  eftimated  at  300  cargoes,  of  220  chaldrons  each,  or 
«j56,ooo  chaldrons.  It  is  therefore,  not  unlikely  that 
50,000  chaldrons  remain  expofed  to  depredations  in 
open  craft  in  the  river,  all  the  year  round. 
.  The  defence  of  the  conduft  of  the  coal-owners  in 
entering  into  a  fort  of  combination,  employs  a  princi- 
pal ftiare  of  Dr.  Macnab's  pamphlet,  and  which  he 
maintains  to  be  as  much  for  the  public  benefit,  as  for 
that  of  the  individuals  concerned.  It  is  acknow- 
ledged, fays  he,  that  a  general  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  by  the  coal-owners  to  vend  only  a  pro- 
portionable quantity  of  coal  in  a  given  time,  for  each 
colliery  ;  and  the  dodor  contends  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  prop  up  the  coal-trade  by  fuch  a  regulation, 
which  though  in  its  complexion  it  be  contrary  to 
law,  is  good  in  fpirit,  and  beneficial  in  it^^efTeds. 

To  fuppoTt  this  afTertion,  he  quotes  the  evidence  of 
Nathaniel  Clayton,  efq.  given  before  the  coal  commit- 
tee of  the  boufe  of  commons,  whofe  evidence,  he 
adds,  was  the  moll  informing,  convincing,  and  clear 
of  all  that  were  given  on  that  momentous  bufinefs  : 
For  thus  Mr.  Clayton  flrongly  exprefTes  himfelf :  **  I 
have  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  motives  which  led  to 
this  agreement,  was  the  fecuring  to  the  mine  adven- 
turer, 
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turer,  an  adequate  profit  upon  that  adventure  ;  and 
I  am  equally  clear  that  the  public  haVe  been,  in 
the  final  refult,  materially  benefited  by  the  operation 
of  the  agreement."  By  this  laft  afiertion,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton means  that  collieries  have  thus  been  worked,  and 
made  to  yield  a  regular  fupply,  at  a  legitimate  price, 
which,  other  wife  mud  have  been  abandoned ;  and 
which,  if  once  loft,  could  never  be  refumed.  It 
is  indeed  obferved  by  all  writers  on  the  fubjcd,  upon 
the  evidence  of  the  moft  iutiiUigent  viewers  of  collie- 
ries, that  when  they  are  once  loft,  or  abandoned,  they 
feldom  or  ever  are  regained. 

Having  in  a  fecond  pamphlet,  refumed  this  fub^ 
jed,  he  Hill  maintains,  that  although  there  are  abun- 
dance  of  mines  of  coal  in  the  internal  parts  of  the 
country,  yet  the  doftoc  refifts  the  idea  of  opening  a 
fupply  for  London  from  thefe  fources.  Nor  does  he 
forget  the  powerful  argument  in  favour  of  the  north 
country  coal  trade,  that  it  is  the  great  nurfery  of  the 
Britifh  navy — a  confidcration  which  will  ever  have 
its  weight  with  the  legiflators  of  the  Britiili  nation* 

Having  now  attempted  a  full  and  diftindl  accouilt 
of.  the  origin,  progreffive  improvement,  and  impor- 
tance of  commerce  in  coal,  we  (hall  finifli  this  depart- 
ment of  our  hiftory  with  pointing  out  the  manner  of 
attaining  this  valuable  foflil.  And  as  this  has  been  de- 
fcribed  with  great  accuracy  by  the  compilers  of  the 
Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  in  their  article  *'  Collieries," 
we  (ball  give  it  in  the  words  of  thefe  ingenious  gen- 
tlemen. 

Boring  and  Jinking. 

The  tools  of  borers  are  of  the  fimpleft  kind,  and 

confift  of  iron  rods,  each  between  three  and  four  feet 

3  Q^z  long 
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long,  and  about  an.incb  and  a  half  fqutre,  with  a 
fcrew  (a  b^d  arid  *hat  fits  into  it)  at  each  eiid,  by 
ivhich  fheyar6  uiiited,  and  lengthened  out  as  the 
hole  irtcreafes  in  its  def)th.  The  chifel  is  about  eigh- 
tttu  inches  long,  and  tWo  and  a  half  broad  at  the  end, 
VlM  isf  fixed  to  the  lowed  bf  the  rods.  The  Upper- 
mod  rod  is  furniflied  with  an  eye,  wherein  to  iftfert 
jl  piece  of  timber  for  an  hahdle  for  two  or  niore  work- 
itien  to  take  hold  of  at  once.  Their  mode  of  opera- 
tion is  to  lift  up  the  rods  a  little,  and  then  let  them 
fall  SM^ain,  turning  them  at  the  fame  time  gently 
round :  by  a  continuance  of  thl<i  morion  a  found  fade 
fs  fretted  and  worn  by  degrees  through  the  hardeft 
ftrata. 

When  the  chifel  is  quite  blunted,  or  has  Cot  down 
four  or  fix  inches,  the  rods  are  lifted  up,  either  alto- 
gether, if  there  be  convenience^  or  by  pitccs,  when  a 
key  is  ufed  to  keep  the  rod^  from  dropping  down  into 
the  hole,  they  then  being  either  loft,  or  recoyerable 
only  with  great  labour.  The  cfaife}  is  fcrewed  off, 
and  the  wimple  or  fcoop  put  on.  This  bdng  pot 
down  brings  up  afterwards  the  duft  or  ptdverifed 
matter  6f  the  ftratum,  through  which  the  ;chifel  has 
cut,  and  fhews  as  well  what  kind  of  matter  they  are 
boring  in  as  the  exa^  depth  thereaf« 

The  Ikilful  workmen^  howerer,  feel  eafily,  and 
diftinguifti  the  forts  of  Itrata  they  are  apon  by  the 
difficulty  or  facility  with  which  they  advance  down- 
wards. The  principal  part  of  the  borer's  art  depends 
on  keeping  the  hole  clean,  and  obferving  every  varia* 
tion  of  the  tlrata  with  care  and  attention. 

By  the  witnefs  of  the  rods  th^^  know  when  any 
feeder  of  water  is  pricked,  and  by  their  fi^IIing  down 

as 
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as  it  U'etc  without  any  labour,  when  they  are  upon 
art  old  wafte  or  colliery  that  has  been  wrought  beforfe. 

This  is  an  art  of  the  utmoft  ufe  and  importance  to 
colli^ritt  ;  for  by  boring  prcvioufly  to  the  finking  of 
^  pit,  the  owner  procures  rhoft  efllntial  data  where- 
<m  to  proceed,  being-  informed  before  hand  of  the 
nature  of  the  earth,  minerals  and  waters  through 
vifhich  he  has  to  pafs,  and  knowing  to  an  inch  or  fo 
how  deep  his  coal  lies,  ft5  well  as  its  qaalky,  and  the 
thicknefs  of  the  ftratum  or  bed.  The  boring  notes 
of  ct^lieries  are  the  grand  arcana  of  the  coal-trade, 
and  fecrets  which  the  owners  by  no  means  chufe  to 
difcot^er  to  the  piyingeyesof  the  curious  philofophet. 

No  leafe  is  taken  of  any  ground  which  has  not 
pievioufly  been  explored  by  boring.  The  boring  be- 
ing completed,  in  order  to  win  the  coals,  they  after- 
guards fink  what  is  called  the  ihaft  of  the  pit,  i.  e. 
the  narrow,  round,  perpendieular  paflage  into  the 
itiine^ 

Tht  idolifiiation  or  dip  of  the  ftrata  is  found  to  hold 
everywhere.  In  fome. places  it  varies  very  little 
from  tfce  level ;  in  others  very  confiderably  ;  and  in 
feme  fo  much  as  to  be  nearly  in  a  perpendicular  di- 
redion  :  but  whatever  degree  of  inclination  the  ftra- 
ta have  to  the  horii^on,  if  not  interrupted  by  dikes, 
faicches,  or  troublfcfl^  they  a^e  always  found  to  lie  in 
the  firft  regular  manner  mentioned.  They  generally 
continue  upon  one  urlif<9rtti  dip  until  they  are  broken 
or  difordered  by  a  dike,  hitch,  or  trouble,  by  which 
the  dip  is  often  altered,  fometimes  to  a  different  part 
of  the  horizon,  dnd  often  to  an  oppofite  point ;  fo 
that  on  the  fide  of  a  dike,  bitch,  or  trouble,  if  the 
ftmta  have  an  eaft  dip,  on  the  other  fide  they  may 
have  an  ead  rife,  which  is  a  weft  dip ;  and  in  general 

any 
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any  conKderable  alteration  in  the  dip  is  never  met 
with,  but  what  is  occaGoned  by  the  circumftances 
laft  mentioned. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  in  fome  places  near 
Newcaflle  upon  Tyne  there  are  four  different  ft  rata 
or  feams  of  coals,  one  above  another,  at  confiderable 
diftances. 

The  following  occurs  in  the  affidavits  of  viewers 
1722,  Sir  Robert  Raymond's  Report,  Walker  manor, 

'*  In  Benwell,  Elfwick,  and  Fenham  collieries,  there 
have  been  before  the  working  thereof  certain  feams 
of  coals,  called  the  upper  main  coal,  the  metal  coai, 
the  ftone  coal,  and  the  main  coal." 

Hewing  coal  in  the  pit. 

In  the  progrefs  of  hewing  the  coal  from  its  bed, 
the  hewer  firft  digs  as  far  as  he  can  into  the  bottom 
of  the  ftratum  ;  then  he  nooks  or  corners  off  the  part 
meafured  out,  and  afterwards  the  great  coals  come 
away  by  a  wedge  or  mallet. 

The  wages  of  hewers  two  {hillings  and  eightpence 
for  beuing  every  fcore  or  twenty  corves  of  coals. 
This  a  good  workman  can  do  in  one  day. 

In  high  leaois  or  ftrata  the  coals  are  drawn  by 
holies  fiom  the  hewers  to  the  (haft  in  the  fledges ;  in 
low  leams,  on  trams,  pulled  by  two  fmall  cords  called 
foams  by  a  boy  before,  and  pufhed  on  at  the  fame 
time  t>y  anotjher  boy  from  behind.  The  wages  of 
hoiie  drivers  a  flailing  per  day. 

Tiic  overman's  office  is  to  go  through  the  pit  to 
view  the  places  where  the  men  have  wrought,  to 
fee  that  the  pit  is  clear  of  fulphur,  &c.  His  ufual 
wages  ten  fliillings  per  week,  whetlier  the  pits  work 
or  not.  Xbe 


x^etocaftlr  u^on  Cgne.  495 

The  deputy  overman  fuperintends  the  pillars  of 
coal  that  arc  left  to  fupport  the  roof  of  the  pit,  to  fet 
up  props  where  it  is  loofci  and  threatens  a  fall.  His 
ufual  pay  nine  (hillings  per  week,  whether  the  pit 
works  or  not. 

It  is  the  onfettets  buiinefs  to  hang  on  the  corves 
upon  the  rope  to  be  drawn  up  the  Ihaft.  Wages 
one  (hilling  and  twopence  per  day. 

Ofhlajls  and  foul  air  in  coal  mines. 

Of  the  foul  or  adulterated  air,  fo  often  troublefome 
in  collieries,  there  are  two  kinds,  the  black  damp  or 
ftyth,  which  is  of  a  fufTocating  nature;  and  the  in. 
flammable  or  combuftible  damp.  In  whatever  part 
of  any  colliery  a  conftant  fupply  or  circulation  of 
frefti  air  is  wanting,  there  fome  of  thefe  damps  exift, 
accumulating  in  a  body,  and  become  noxious  or  fa« 
tal ;  and  wherever  there  is  a  good  circulation  of  fre(h 
air,  they  cannot  accumulate,  being  mixed  with  and 
carried  away  by  the  ftream  of  air  as  fafl  as  they  gene* 
rate,  or  exhale  from  the  ftrata.  Upon  thefe  princi- 
ples are  founded  the  feveral  methods  of  ventilating  a 
colliery.  If  at  any  time  the  circulation  of  the  frcfli 
air  is  not  bri(k  enough,  then  a  large  lamp  of  fire  may 
be  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  which,  by  rarefy- 
ing the  air  there,  will  make  a  quicker  circulation. 

The  following  account  of  the  damps  is  preferved 
in  the  Life  of  Lord  Keeper  North,  and  is  dated 
1676  :  *•  Damps  or  foul  air  kill  infenfibly  j  finking 
another  pit,  that  the  air  may  notftagnate,  is  an  infal- 
lible remedy.  They  are  moft  in  very  hot  weather. 
An  iufalli  b^e  trial  is  by  a  dog,  and  the  candles  fliew 
it.  They  feem  to  be  heavy  fulphureous  air,  not  fit 
for  breath ;    and  I  have  heard  fome  fay»  that  they 
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would  fotneticnes  lie  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  fkaft,  and  Che 
bottom  be  clear.  The  flamis  of  a  cartdk  will  act 
kindle  them  fo  foon  as  the  fnuff;  but  they  hame  beea 
kindled  by  the  ftriking  firs  with  a  tool. 

**  The  blaft  is  mighty  violent,  but  men  have  been 
&ved  by  lying  fiat  on  their  bfiUies." 

Curious  engines  and  mofbinesfqr  raifing  the  coals. 

To  prevent  the  colliery  from  being  overflowed 
with  water,  and  confcqacntly.  lort,  large  engines, 
which  are  worked  by  the  focce  of  fteam  upon  Che 
trueft  p^ingipLcs  of  pneumatics,  arc  employed.  And 
it  is  ftriking  tp  obferve  how  many  tons  of  water  are 
drawn  to  the  mouth  of  the  pit  in  a  few  minutes* 
The  moft  ingenious  of  thefe  fteam  engines  are  tbofe 
of  an  improved  conftruction,  invented  by  Meff.  Bol- 
ton and  Watt. 

The  niachine  qalled  a  Gin,  which  raifeth  the  coals 
from  the  pU,  is  very  convenient,  and  is  worked  wJtU 
ftout  horfes.  The  buckets  are  of  ofiers,  ftrongly 
bound  with  iron.  They  cQntaiti  at  leaft  twelve  hjun- 
dred  weight  of  coal  each ;  and  as  the  one  afcenda 
while  the  other  defcends^  one  of  them  arrives  at  the 
mouth  of  the  fliaft,  or  pit,  every  four  minutes.  When 
the  bucket  ccme;s  up  a  fingle  man  receives  it;  and 
while  it  is  yet  fufpended,  he  pUce?  it  upon  a  dray 
drawn  by  one  horfe.  jHe  tb^n  unhooks  the  bucket, 
puts  an  epipty  one  in-  its  place,  and  conduds  the 
dray  to  aipot  fqmewbat  elevated,  at  a  fl^ort  diftance, 
and  where  fome  boards  are  eredled  in  the  form  of  a 
(hed.  The  duft  paijTes  through  boles  while  the  larger 
pieces  of  coal  rpUing  down  the  inclined  plane,  falls 
upon  ^he  ground  in  be^ps,  on  the  outfide  of  it. 

It 
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It  might  be  expedleJ  that  it  would  require  a  great 
number  of  horfes  and  men  to  tranfport  the  vaft  quan- 
tity of  coals  deflined  for  embarkation,  and  that  this 
operation  would  require  immenfe  txpence.  But  art 
has  fupplied  the  place  of  horfes,  and  even  rendered 
them  almoft  unneceflTary.  The  following  is  the  fim. 
pie  and  ingenious  manner  in  which  this  ufeful  im- 
provement is  eflfefted. 

Roads,  which  have  nearly  an  infenflble  inclination, 
are  formed  with  the  greateft  care,  and  continued  to 
the  place  where  the  veffcls  are  loaded.  The  length 
of  thefe  rords  is  frequently  feveral  miles. 

This  firft  operation  being  completed^  two  lines  ex- 
actly parallel  are  traced  along  tde  road  or  way,  at  the 
cxaft  dillance  which  feparatcs  the  wheels  of  the  wag-i 
gon  deftined  to  convey  the  coal  j  logs  of  hard  wood 
arc  laid  along  thefe  two  parallel  lines,  firmly  fixed 
in  the  earth  with  pins,  and  their  furface  covered,  in 
many  places,  with  plates  of  iron.  The  fuperior  parts 
of  thefe  planks  are  carefully  cut  into  a  kind  of^nould- 
ing,  which  is  well  rounded,  and  projefts  upwards. 
The  thickncfs  of  thefe  elevated  ledges  n)uft  corref- 
pond  with  the  width  of  the  groove  in  the  waggon- 
wheels,  which  are  made  of  cafl  iron,  and  hollowed  in 
the  manner  of  a  metal  pulley.  The  wheels  are  com- 
pletely cad  in  one  piece,  in  a  mould  from  >Vhich  the 
rira  comes  out  hollowed. 

The  moulding  is  well  greafed,  and  polifhed  by 
continuil  fridlion.  Large  four-wheeled  waggons, 
containing  eighty  hundred  weight  of  coal  each,  move 
along  the  inchned  plane,  by  the  laws  of  gravity, 
foroetimes  without  the  help  of  a  fingle  horfe,  and 
proceed,  in  the  rear  of  each  other,  until  they  reach 
the  river.     A  perfon  fits  on  the  fore-part  of  the  wag- 

3R  gon 


498  2i«partial  i^iftorg  of 

gon,  with  his  foot  upon  a  ftrong  piece  of  wood,  called 
the  convoy^  and  that  moves  on  a  piviot,  which  rub- 
bing on  one  of  the  wheels,  he  can  encreafe  or  dinii- 
nilh  the  velocity  at  pleafure,  while  the  horfe  deftined 
to  draw  back  the  empty  waggon  for  a  frefh  cargo, 
walks  behind.  When  the  waggqn  comes  to  the  trap 
in  the  platform  of  the  ftaith,  its  bottom,  by  a  ftroke 
or  two,  is  opened,  when  by  a  funnel  it  difcbarges  its 
contents  with  great  noife  and  duft  inta  the  (hip's 
hold  or  keel,  placed  below  to  receive  their  loading. 
This  ingenious  contrivance  is  as  expeditious  as  it  is 
economical,  and  foon  indemnifies  the  proprietors  for 
money  advanced  in  conftruding  thefe  ways,  aver 
4t:ep  hollows,  levelling  heights,  and  forming  them  for 
miles  together  into  an  inclined  plane. 

In  fome  other  ways  no  horfes  are  employed  at  all, 
as  the  declenfion  of  the  loaded  waggon  towards  the 
river  draws  up  a  light  one  on  another  diredion.  Thi$ 
economy  and  expedition  enable  the  Englifli  (fays 
St.  Fond)  to  export  their  rich  and  valuable  coals  to 
all  the  ports  ot  France  and  the  Mediterranean  cheap- 
er than  they,  can  their  own  coals,  three  or  four  miles 
by  land  carriage. 

Coke. 

The  immenfe  quantities  rf  fmall  coal,  which 
won^d  prove  a  nuifance  in  other  countries,  is  con- 
verted, by  the  adlive  ingenuity  of  the  people  of  New- 
caftle,  to  a  Valuable  purpofe;  afid  this  unfigbtly 
rhafs  of  duft  is  rendered  by  the  adion  of  fire  into  a 
fubftance  rcfembling  charcoal. 

The  procefs  is  (imply  this.  The  coal  duft  is  put 
into  a  kind  of  kiln,  which  is  firft  well  heated  with 
large  pieces  of  coal.    This  duft  then  coagulates  and 

runs 


jQetDcaftle  upon  Cpne.  499 


runs  into  a  mafs,  without  lofing  any  thing  except  its 
bitumen.  When  the  ignited  mafs  is  completely  recj, 
large  pieces  of  it  are  pulled  out  with  iron  rakes  and 
laid  on  the  ground,  which  they  fcarcely  reach  before 
they  are  cooled  and  extinguifhed.  Thefe  pieces  are 
firm,  though  porous,  and  aje  exceedingly  well  adapt- 
ed qot  only  for  chamber  fires,  but,  what  in  this  com- 
mercial country  is  much  more  important,  for  fmelt- 
ing  iron  ore  in  high  furnaces.  This  ingenious  con- 
trivance has  given  birth  to  feveral  new  branches  of 
induftry  and  commerce. 

The  coal  thus  prepared  is  called  in  England,  Coke, 
and  is  ufed  in  great  numbers  of  manutad^ories  as  a 
fubftitute  for  charcoal,  to  which  it  is  in  moft  inftances 
much  fuperior,  producing  a  ftronger,  more  equal, 
and  longer  continued  heat.  It  faves  timber,  oak, 
and  other  valuable  wood.  Foreign  nations  are  fupr 
plied  with  grindftones,  cinders,  or  coke,  all  from  be- 
low bridge.  . 

Tbe  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle  (fays 
St.  Fond)  is  fo  adive,  that  they  turn  into  fome  ufe 
every  objedl  that  prcfents  itfelf.  They  have  even 
turned  into  profit  the  pyrites,  or  brafles,  which  injure 
the  qualities  of  the  coal ;  and  by  a  fimple  procefs 
make  from  them  large  quantities  of  vitriol  for  home 
and  foreign  confumption  ;  but  the  mode  of  condudt- 
ing  the  procefs  is  too  tedious  to  detail  here ;  belides, 
it  is  well  known  to  moft  of  our  readers. 


MANUFACTORIES 

In  Newcaflle,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tyne. 

To  a  lover  of  mankind,  no  objed  is  more  pleafing 
than  to  behold  the  induftry  of  man  exercifed  in  ma- 

nufadorie^ 
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nufaftories  of  various  kinds.  Thefe  operations  pro- 
vide for  our  wants  and  conveniences,  and  fupply  us 
with  the  elegancies  of  life.  Such  prodigies  of  in- 
duftry,  are  owing  to  the  united  efforts  of  men  ;  they 
have  alfo  highly  contributed  to  the  expanfion  of  the 
powers  of  the  human  mind.  But  before  they  have 
arrived  at  that  pitch  of  perfcftion  to  which  they  have 
attained,  they  muft  have  pafled  through  a  thoufand 
cffays,  and  a  thoufand  obfcurities,  which  announced, 
that  their  progrefs  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  which  proceeds  by  fmall  fteps,  in  the  path 
of  difcovery.  We  likewife  fee  the  manner  in  which 
different  nations  exercife  the  fame  art,  by  various 
proceffes  in  various  operations.  But  fcarcely  any 
where  can  the  ufeful  arts  of  life  be  fecn  with  more 
intereft,  than  in  the  fubjeA  of 'Our  prefent  hiflory. 
And  all  this  in  a  great  meafure,  depending  upon  the 
great  abundance  of  excellent  coal  with  which  the 
adjacent  country  abounds.  And  although  it  may  be 
deemed  a  little  extraneous,  yet  as  it  is  a  remark  from 
Dr.  Franklin,  that  friend  of  the  whole  human  race, 
we  fhall  here  infert  it. 

That  learned  man,  in  a  converfation  with  fome  in* 
telligent  Americans,  obferved,  *'  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  it  is  owing  to  the  coal-mines  that  fuch 
fcenes  of  aftivity  and  bufinefs  every  where  prefent 
themfelves  to  our  pleafing  aftonifhment  in  Britain. 
I  have  travelled  much  in  Italy  and  France ;  and 
when  I  paired  through  the  latter  country,  in  the 
midft  of  winter,  I  obferved  with  forrow,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  feveral  provinces  were  in  the  greateft 
diftrefs,  on  account  of  the  want  of  fuel.  The  ef- 
fedt  of  cold  was  fuch,  that  whole  families  were  obliged 
to  retire  to  their  beds,  where  they  remained  in  a  Hate 
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of  torpor,  uaable  to  labour,  and  confumed  in  a  few 
days  all  their  little  earnings  1  need  not  add  that 
their  manufadories  languilhed,  and  the  ftrcets  were 
crowded  with  fliivering  beggars  !" 

How  different  in  England,  where  their  winters  arc 
much  longer,  though  lefs  fevere,  than  in  the  north  of 
France. 

The  Englifti  peafant,  placed  befide  a  good  fire, 
which  at  once  lights  and  warms  his  cottage,  finds 
himfeif  happy  and  comfortable.  The  father  prepares 
Jiis  inftruments  of  huibandry,  for  the  enfaing  fpring ; 
bis  fons  aifift  him ;  his  daughters  fpin  wool  or  cotton ; 
the  mother  manages  the  affairs  of  the  family  ;  and  as 
the  blazing  fire  is  kept  up  during  the  whole  night, 
their  labour  is  prolonged  in  defiance  of  the  climate. 
In  their  manufadories,  whether  in  town,  or  in  the 
country,  the  fame  alacrity  prevails.  The  artizan 
never  fuffers  from  cold,  and  is  exi^mpt  from  all  the 
rigours  and  difeafes  of  the  winter.  Thus  that  feafon, 
which  in  other  countries  is,  in  general,  fo  fatal  to  in- 
duffry,  does  not  diminifh  the  labour  of  the  people  of 
England  ;  and  the  neceffary  confequencc  of  a  great 
mafs  of  population,  conftantly  employed  in  purfuits 
of  commerce,  and  of  manufadures,  is  an  encreafe  of 
wealth,  equally  advantageous  to  the  flate,  and  to  in. 
dividuals. 

Iron  manufadlories. 
Iron,  fays  Abbe  Raynal,  is  the  mod  ufeful  of  all 
metals.  Gold  and  filver  are  valuable  as  a  circulating 
medium,  and  reprefent  the  imaginary  value  of  the 
neceilaries  of  life ;  but  iron  cultivates  the  ground,  and 
arms  the  hand  of  the  artift  to  procure  the  n  for  the 
uTe  of  man.    Our  furprize  will  therefore  be  leffened, 
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when  Cook,  and  other  voyagers,  inform  us,  of  the 
avidity  with  which  the  iflanders  of  Otaheite,  and 
others  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  purchafed  a  knife,  and 
chiefly  an  axe,  at  the  expence  of  many  hogs,  after 
they  became  acquainted  with  the  various  ufes  of  that 
implement.  Numerous  are  the  iron  works  in  New- 
caftle  and  its  vicinity.  We  Ihall  begin  with  the  iron 
and  fteel  manufadory  in  Swalwell,  about  four  miles 
^  above  that  town. 

I'his  is  the  greateft  on   the  whole  extent  of  the 
Tyne,  and  is  a  ftriking  proof  of  what  the  genius  of 
of  one  man  can  effcft  in  a  free  country.    The  name 
of  this  wonderful  character,  was  Ambrofe  Crowley. 
From  the  condition  of  a  common  blackfmitb,  he,  by 
the  vigour  of  his  mind,  planned  and   executed  the 
mod  furprizing  inventions  for  hammering,  flitting, 
and  in  a  word  converting  iron  and  fteel  into  all  forms, 
and  ufeful  implements,  iv-hether  for  the  field  or  the 
m«niita<aory.      In  Swalwell,  Winlatpn,  and  feveral 
towns,  all  reared  by  Mr.  Crowley,  are  made  by  many 
hundreds  of  fmiths,  all  the  tools  for  hufbandry  for  our 
Welt  Indies,  mattocks,  admirable  fpades,  hoes,  &c. 
Here,  in  huge  furnaces,  arc  formed  anchors  of  vaft 
lize,  ch^ns  of  prodigious  magnitude  for  our  ftiips  of 
Avar,  Eaft  Indiamen,  and  all  Europe ;    while  ufeful 
implements  of  houfehold  furniture  are  here  glancing 
to  the  aftonilhed  fight  of  the  curious  ftranger,  who 
never  fails  to  vifit  thofe  vaft  and  furprizing  works  of 
invtntion  and  ufefulnefs. 

But  the  genius  of  Mr.  Crowley  extended  to  the 
knowledge  of  man  as  well  as  to  that  of  metals,  and  of 
the  mechanic  powers  to  transform  the  laft  ;  he  well 
kn^w,  that  a  number  of  men,  working  over  fierce, 
huge  fires,  which  naturally  inflame  their  blood,  and* 

occafion 
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occafion  a  kind  of  impatience,  and  ferocity  of  tem- 
per, upon  little  provocation  would  be  inclined  to  dif- 
cord,  and  quarrels.  To  prevent  which  this  difcern- 
ing  man  drew  up  himfelf  a  code  of  regulations  for  the 
conduct  of  all  his  people,  planned  with  fuch  wifdom^ 
as  would  do  honour  to  the  moft  enlightened  legiila* 
tors,  and,  which  he  rigouroufly  made  to  be  obfcrved. 
He  knew  that  religion  of  all  other  means  is  the  belt 
calculated  to  civilize  the  mind,  and  upon  the  bed 
principles  to  be  obedient  and  fubmiffive  to  their  fu- 
periors,  who  wifh  to  promote  their  beft  interefts.  He 
therefore  built  a  handfome  chapeK  and  gave  a  clergy- 
man a  decent  fallary  for  performing  the  facre^  duties 
of  religion  among  his  numerous  and  ingenious  artids. 
To  this  he  endowed  a  free  fchool  f6r  the  education  of 
their  children.  He  Hkewife  built  an  aflylum  in  the 
form  of  a  fquare  to  ferve  a«  a  quiet  retreat  for  his 
aged  fervants,  with  an  allowance  to  make  their  lives 
eafy,  when  not  able  to  ply  the  thundering  hammer, 
or  to  turn  the  hiflSng  brand  no  more. 

Thefe  admirable  regulations,  which  ftill  exift,  are 
attended  with  the  moft  falutary  effe^.  Every  man, 
(or  at  leaft  many)  has  a  (hop  and  tools  allowed  him, 
by  himfelf,  as  he  works  fo  he  gains ;  and  as  the 
rules  hang  over  him,  if  he  wilfully  tranfgrefles  them, 
every  thing  is  condudted  with  fuch  order  and  regula- 
rity that  is  feldom  to  be  found  among  fuch  a  vaft 
body  of  aftive  and  vigorous  men.  Their  earnings  are 
various  ;  but  as  every  man  is  confined  to  one  branch, 
they,  in  general,  acquire  fuch  a  facility  and  expedi- 
tion in  their  refpedive  departments,  that,  it  is  faid, 
they  can,  with  eafe,  earn  from  one  to  two  guineas, 
and  fome  three  a- week  ;  befides  which,  they  all  have 
a  convenient  houfe,  plenty  of  fire-coal,  and  a  fmall 
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plot  of  ground  for  a  garden,  which  they  cultivate 
with  lingular  neatnefs. 

The  iron  imported  from  Sweden,  America,  &c.  is 
faid,  by  the  lingular  addrefs  of  the  great  founder  of 
thefe  works,  to  come  to  Swalwell  free  of  water  and 
other  corporation  dues,  as  Mr.  Crowley  was  not  a 
freemen,  and  fo  was  liable  to  pay  them.  However, 
that  be,  we  find  in  the  common-council  books  of 
N«wcaftle,  dated  July  23,  1694,  mention  made  of 
Crowley's  faftory,  in  Swalwell ;  in  which  Mr  Am- 
»  brofe  Crowley  agreed  to  pay  the  corporation  of  New- 
caftle  fix  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  fourpence  per 
annum,  for  his  exemption  from  toll,  and  other  privi- 
leges, concerning  the  management  of  that  factory. 

The  goods  manufadured  at  Swalwell  are  conveyed 
to  London  in  Ihips  belonging  to  the  company,  and 
are  depolited  in  large  warehoufes,  from  whence  thofe 
for  the  ufe  of  government  are  conveyed  to  the  dock- 
yards, others  to  the  Ealt  and  Weft-Indies,  and  to 
moft  parts  of  the  world.  The  time  of  war  is  the 
golden  feafon  to  this  opulent  manufadory ;  and  in 
no  former  w^r  did  the  proprietors  reap  more  advan- 
tage than  in  that  now  terminated.  During  the  late 
years  of  real,  and  not  a  little  of  artificial  fcarcity,  the 
proprietors  allowed  their  fervants  rye  meal,  flour,  &.c* 
at  a  very  reduced  price. 

We  have  been  the  more  full  in  our  account  of 
this  important  manufadlory,  as  it  is  ingenious  in  the 
contrivance  of  all  its  parts,  highly  favoured  by  it5 
local  fituation  for  water  to  drive  the  huge  wheels,  and 
abundance  of  cheap  coals  to  fupply  their  numerous 
furnaces.* 

Nearly  oppofite  to  Swalwell,  is  the  pleafant  vil- 
lage of  Lemming  ton.    It  is  fituated  in  a  peninfula, 

the 


the  river  from  Newburn  taking  firft  a  dircdion  fouth* 
caft^  returns  again,  after  paffirig  Stella,  nearly  norlh- 
weft,  forming  the  peninfula  we  now  mentioned.  It 
is  here  that  lad  year  was  ereded  a  foundery  for  caft- 
iron,  and  extrading  it,  by  the  adion  of  fire,  in 
large  furnaces,  from  iron-ftone. 

The  potnpany  are  of  the  firft  refpedability,  and  it 
is  faid  have  embarked  in  the  enterprize  above  an 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  To  fecure  at  all  times  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  iron-ftone,  they  have  not  only 
engaged  ground  in  various  parts  which  abound  with 
it,  but  they  have  alfo  purchafed,  it  is  faid,  an  eftate 
in  Yorkfliire,  hear  Robinhood's  Bay,  which  contains 
vaft  quantities  of  iron-llone  of  the  very  beft  quality, 
from  which  they  exped  to  extrad  iron  and  fteel  per- 
fedly  malleable  and  dudile  ;  fo  as  not  only  to  ferve 
all  the  iron  forges  and  manufadories  in  that  valuable 
metal  at  Swalwell,  New  Greenwich,  and  all  others 
on  the  river,  but  to  export  large  quantities. 

It  is  faid  that  the  proprietors  intend,  upon  the 
plan  of  the  Carron  manufadory,  to  extend  theirs 
to  every  branch  of  hammered  work,  from  an  an- 
chor to  a  needle,  as  they  find  the  fmelted  metal  fa- 
vourable for  their  undertaking.  Nor  would  we  at 
all  wonder  if  gentlemen,  fuch  as  Meflrs  Fiftiwick, 
Gibfon,  8cc.  of  fo  much  profeffional  knowledge, 
ihould  fucceed  in  adefign  fo  extenfive,  and  we  hope 
fo  beneficial  to  thcmfelves  and  the  country  at 
large.  Every  circumftance  is  inviting,  and  the  fitu- 
ation  is  particularly  friendly  to  fuccefs.  A^bundance 
of  coal,  a  fine  navigable  river,  the  Tyne,,  wafliing 
the  walls  of  the  works,  which  not  only  ferves  now  at 
fmall  cxpence  to  tranfport  their  ftone   from  York- 
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(hire  in  a  floop,  but  will,  at  an  eafy  rate  carry  their 
manufadurcd  goods  to  London.  And  ihould  the  in- 
tended canal  (which  with  joy  we  hear  is  in  agitation 
afrefh  fince  the  peace)  be  efFcded,  Lemmington  may 
prove  one  of  the  moft  lively  and  wealthy  manufa&u- 
ring  towns  in  the  north  of  England.    , 

So  many  works  of  great  extent  and  magnitutle,  in 
and  about  Newcaftle,  require  machinery  fuitable  to 
tneir  operation  whether  above,  or  below  the  ground. 
Accordingly,  we  find  many  founderies  for  caft-iron, 
and  large  manufadlories  for  working  iron  with  the 
hammer. 

At  Skinner-burn,  below  the  infirmary,  there  is  a 
large  foundery  for  calLiron,  principally  for  fupplying 
the  collieries  with  machines,  for  carrying  oflf  the  wa- 
ter  from  the  feams  of  coal,  and  for  other  important 
purpofes  in  this  principal  branch  of  commerce.  Can- 
noo  of  large  calibre  are  call  here  for  the  ufe  of  govern- 
ment, and  for  exportation.  This  is  the  property  of 
MelTrs  Whinfield  and  Co. 

There  is  alfo  another  foundery  tor  caft-iron  in  the 
Ciofe,  belonging  to  Meffrs  Gookfon  and  Co. 

In  Sandgate,  at  the  Swcrle,  is  a  foundery  for  cad- 
iron  carried  on  by  MeflVs  MotFat  and  Co.  where  much 
buiinefs  is  done  in  that  branch. 

At  Bufy  Cottage,  about  a  mile  up  theOufe-bourn, 
is  a  large  manufaftory  for  caft  and  hammered  iron, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Malin  Sorfbie. 

In  Pipevvellgate  are  two  extenfive  founderies  of 
the  fame  kind,  where  cylinders,  wheels.  &c.  and  nu- 
merous other  branches  of  tliis  kind  of  manufadture 
are  done ;  the  wefternmoft  the  property  of  Mr.  Whin- 
field  ;  that  towards  the  bridge  belongs  to  Mr.  Har- 
rifon^ 

Further 
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Fiirtlier  down,  at  New  Greenwich,  there  is  a  very 
large  and  extejilive  cad-iron  work,  where  great  quan- 
tities of  cannon,  mortars,  balls,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  go. 
vernment  are  made,  employing  a  great  number  of 
hands,  the  property  of  Meffis  Huwkes  and  Co, 
Another  of  the  fame  kind,  farther  down  the  fame  fide 
of  the  river,  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Hawkes,  junior. 

The  manufadtories  for  hammered  iron,  in  Nevvcaf- 
tle  and  its  vicinity,  are  numerous,  and  fome  of  them 
cxtenfive.  M^ffrs  Hawkes  and  Co.  employ,  next  to 
that  in  Swalvvell  the  greatcit  number  of  hands. 

Numerous  workmen  are  employ jd  in  fabricating 
with  the  hammer,  large  anchors,  chains,  bolts,  fpades, 
picks,  &c.  at  the  head  of  the  Bottle- bank,  Gatefhead, 
by  Meffrs  Hawkes  and  Co.  in  Hillgate  by  Mr  William 
Row,  at  the  Milkmarket,  in  Sandgate,  and  at  the 
Oufeb-urn  bridge. 

The  plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  fmall  coal,  by  \vhicli 
the  furnaces  are  almoft  conftantly  kept  heated,  greatly 
contribute  to  enable  the  numerous  nianufaflurers  to 
carry  on  their  various  branches  with  expedition,  and 
to  great  advantage,  both  to  themfelves  and  to  the 
public.  Should  the  new  and  extenfive  manufadory 
at  Lemmington  for  extradling  malleable  iron  from 
iron-ore  fucceed,  and  fupply  the  numerous  forges  on 
the  Tyne,  vail  fums  of  money  will  be  faVcd,  which 
are  laid  out  on  bar  iron  from  America,  Sweden,  Ruf- 
fia,  and  other  foreign  countries. 

Lead  IVorks. 

The  fubfequent  account  of  the  lead  exported  from 

(he  port  of  Tyne,  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  was 

taken  by  the  comptroller  of  this  port,  the  accuracy  of 

which  may  be  depended  upon. 

To. 
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To  London,  and  other  ports  of  Great-Britain,  76,800  pieces 
To  foreign  parts         .         .         ,        .         .17,520 

Total         ....       94,300  pieces. 
Weight,  at  i  cwt.  2  qrs.  per  piece,  7,072  tons  and  a  half. 

This  valuable  mineral,  lead,  is,  by  the  ingenuity  of 
the  people  here  converted  into  many  ufeful  branches 
of  trade.  Weft  from  Skinner-bourn  is  a  manufaiftory 
for  making  white-lead,  one  of  the  moft  extenfive 
north  of  London ;  and  where  there  was  not  a  fingle 
hut  before  the  commencement  of  this  rich  and  ad- 
vantageous manufactory,  by  the  conftant  acceffion  of 
new  buildings,  it  has  now  the  appearance  of  a  confi- 
derable  village.  Here,  by  chemical  procefs,  vaft 
quantities  of  lead  are  converted  into  white  and  red 
lead,  fo  ufeful  in  forming  the  balls  of  paints.  Thefe 
are  moftly  fent  to  London,  to  the  great  Emolument  of 
the  proprietors,  Meflrs.  Walkers,  Ward,  and  Co. 

At  the  firfl:  ellablifliment  of  this  manufaclory  it 
was  faid,  •*  that  the  lead  of  the  weft  county  was  too 
10ft ;"  but  the  LfOndon  manufafturers  fay,  that  **  it 
cannot  be  too  foft."  Would  it  not  be  a  curious  fub- 
jeft  of  enquiry,  whether  policy  or  a  real  want  of 
knowledge  in  that  bufinefs,  diftated  the  affertion  ? — 
Indeed,  fuch  an  enquiry  might  with  eafe  be  transfer- 
red to  many  others.  It  might  be  given  as  a  reafon 
for  the  philofophic  iqveftigator  of  manufadories  be- 
ing fo  frequently  infulted  with  "  No  admittance  hcr^ 
without  leave,"  that  he  might  alk  queftions  which 
would  difcover — not  the  knowledge,  but — the  igno- 
rance of  the  proprietors. 

The  procefs  of  making  white  lead,  as  it  is  little 
know  n,  we  fliall  give  a  flight  (ketch  of  from  the  memo- 
randums of  a  friend  who  vifited  the  works  of  Meflrs. 
L'ctncafter,  Bax,  and  EUil,  in  Southwark,  about  fix 
years  ago.  From 
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From  thefe  remarks  we  are  led  to  believe,  that  the 
firft  operation  is  melting  the  blue  lead  into  a  cafe  or 
mould,  nearly  two  feet  long  and  five  inches  broad, 
and  fo  thin,  that  it  may  with  convenience  roll  into 
a  round  roll,  and  thus  to  be  placed  in  the  pot  forxhe 
blue  beds  :  near  a  jill  of  vinegar  is  poured  into  each 
of  thefe  pots;  they  are  mado  in  the  middle  with  apro- 
jcaion,on  which  the  roll  is  put,  and  about  it  another 
piece  of  Iheet  lead,  near  one  foot  acrofs  ;  upon  this 
boards  are  placed,  above  theni  horfe-dung,  and  this 
is  continued,  layer  upon  layer,  until  they  have  arrived 
at  the  deftined  height.  (VVe  believe  a  patent  has 
been  obtained  by  one  of  the  companies,  merely  for 
mixing  oak  bark  with  the  dung  I)  Thefe  ftrata  con- 
tinue covered  for  about  three  months,  when  the 
boards,  on  being  removed,  have  the  appearance  of  a 
ftrong  corrolion,  from  the  acid  fteams  that  hav6 
efcaped  the  lead  :  by  this  time  a  thick  white-colour- 
ed incruilation  has  taken  place,  when  the  pieces  are 
thrown  together  into  a  large  receiver  full  of  water, 
and  about  two-thirds  up,  a  partition  running  acrofs, 
with  holes  in  it :  a  workman  then,  with  a  large  pole, 
and  a  ftrong  head  annexed  to  it,  ftirs,  beats,  and  breaks 
them  J  by  which  means^  the  corroded  lead  divides 
and  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  receiver* :  the  blue  lead 
is  taken  away,  melted,  and  undergoes  again  the  above 
operations.  The  white  fubitance  is  now  taken  to  the 
mill  and  ground  in  the  rough  ;  it  is  done  in  a  horfe^ 
mill,  with  four  horfes  :  (here  it  is  done  with  a  fire- 
engine)  : 

•  The  introdu<flion  of  water  here,  was  a  very  great  improve- 
ment for  the  health  of  the  people  employed  in  the  works :  for- 
merly it  was  done  dry,  and  the  lead  duft  got  upon  their  lungs. — 
From  the  peculiar  deleterioufncfs  of  this  metal|  in  any  fliape,  few 
then  lived  beyond  forty.  ^ 
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engine)  the  immediate  aA  of  grinding  is  condufted 
by  eight  large  peftle-like  pieces  of  metal  rolling  in 
mortars,  (as  the  fnuff  is  ground  at  the  Leazes). 

Meffrs  Lancader  and  Co.  fend  mod  of  their  mann- 
faftured  lead  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  their  ereftion 
coft  about  15,0001. 

The  blue  beds  are  fo  called  from  the  lead  being 
here  put  in  its  blue  ftate.  It  was  dried,  not  in  ftoves, 
but  as  the  colour-manufafturers  dry  their  goods  in 
this  town  :  the  balls  or  lumps  are  placed  on  fhelves, 
open  to  the  aftion  of  the  air;  in  which  ftate  it  was 
worth  about  eightpence  per  pound  wholefale.  ^ 
Thefe  gentlemen  brewed  their  own  vinegar  ;  and 
were  particular  in  their  declaration,  that  "  the  fofter 
the  lead  the  better/' 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  buildings  of  the  white  lead 
-manufaclory,  is  a  round  tower,  confifting  of  feveral 
ftories,  and  two  hundred  feet  in  height.  Strangers  in 
palling  along  the  bridge^  in  viewing  this  lofty  column 
are  puzzled  in  their  conjedures  for  what  purpofe  it 
has  been  ereded ;  and  probably  content  themfelves 
with  thinking  that  it  has  been  built  in  commemora- 
tion of  fome  particular  petfon,  or  of  fomc  Angular 
event.  But  a  commercial  people,  like  thofe  of  New- 
caftlc,  know  better  how  to  lay  out  their  money,  and 
on  fomething  that  will  bring  it  in  again  with  advan- 
tage. 

This  tower  is  eredted  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
lead  Ihot,  which,  by  falling  from  fuch  a  height, 
forms  it  perfeftly  globular.  As  it  was  built  at  the 
expence  of  niany  hundred  pounds,  and  anfwers  the 
expeftations  of  the  proprietors,  an  exclufive  patent 
was  obtained,  prohibiting  a  ^milar  creftion,  far  a  li- 
mited time.     But  patent  rights  are  often  eluded ; 

and 
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and  fo  was  the  cafe  here  ;  for  it  is  Hiid  that  another 
company  have,  at  the  twentieth  part  of  the  expence, 
found  a  mode  of  caftingftiot  equally  good,  if  not  by 
a  fimilar  credion,  yet,  which  anfwers  equally  well, 
by  dropping  the  melted  fhot  down  an  old  coal  pit, 
fitted  up  for  the  purpofe.  To  decide  whether  this  is 
an  infringement  on  the  primary  invention,  may  af- 
ford fome  amuferaent,  along  with  fome  guineas,  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe. 

But  although  this  be  the  moft  extenfive,  it  is  not 
the  only  lead  work  in  or  about  Newcaftle.  Meffrs 
Hind  and  Co.  have  one  of  a  fnnilar  kind  on  Oufe- 
boum  ;  another  belongs  to  Meff.  Hopper  and  Monk- 
houfe  ;  a  third  to  Chriftopher  Blackett,  efq.  a  fourth 
to  John  Erafmus  Blackett,  efq.  a*  fifth  to  Meflrs 
Eafterby,  Hall,  and  Co.  at  Bill-quay.  At  all  thefe, 
moftly  new  ercAions,  much  buUnefs  is  done,  where, 
befides  white  and  red  lead  being  made,  litharge,  (that 
holds  a  diftinguiftied  place  in  the  Materia  Medica),  is 
alfo  prepared. 

Drj  Colour  ManufaBories. 

There  are  feveral  of  thefe  in  Newcaftle  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyne.  At  Paradife,  Meflrs  Gibfon  and 
Co.  have  a  very  extenfive  one  :  there  is  one  at  Oufe- 
bourn,  where  very  large  quantities  of  colours  are  nwi- 
nufaftured  both  for  home  confumption  and  for  ex- 
portation. 

The  numerous  colour- works  are  the  property  of 
Meflrs  Walkers,  Ward,  and  Co.  of  Meflrs  Hind  and 
James,  of  Campbell  and  Gibfon,  and  of  Mefl*.  Brown 
and  Co* 
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Refineries. 

There  are  two  of  thefe,  for  extraSing  gold  and  fil- 
ver  from  the  cinders  ufed  in  furnaces  of  the  workers 
in  thefe  precious  metals,  and  alfo  from  their  old  era* 
cibles ;  one  at  the  Felling-lhore,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Crawford  ;  and  another  at  Bill^quay,  the  property  of 
Meflrs.  Surtees  and  Hall. 

Thefe  rude  materials  are  purchafed  in  England^ 
Holland,  and  France.  It  is  remarkable,  (fays  St. 
Fond)  that  the  cinders  brought  for  this  purpofe  from 
France  are  fuch  as  have  already  pafled  through  the 
hands  of  the  refiners  in  that  Country,  who  ufe  only 
waOiingt  and  other  impcrfed  proccffes,  by  which 
means  they  recover  only  part  of  the  gold  and  filver. 
In  Newcaftle,  however,  he  adds,  the  abundance  and 
cheapnefs  of  coal  enables  the  manufafturer  to  extract 
gold  and  Giver  by  fufion,  in  reverberating  furnaces* 
which  are  very  ingenioufly  contrived.  In  that  of 
Mr.  D.  Crawford,  fays  the  fame  ingenious  philofopher, 
1  faw,  with  much  intereft,  other  furnaces  for  the  re- 
vivification of  the  cal^i  of  lead  and  copper.  He  pro- 
cures the  materials  for  this  operation  from  different 
parts  of  Europe,  by  purchafing  old  lead  pipes,  which 
have  remained  long  under  ground,  coppef  which  has 
been  corroded,  and  old  cannon. 

Bars  of  gold  and  filver,  of  great  weight  and  value^ 
have  been  extraftcd  by  thefe  powerful  furnaces,  front 
the  fweepings  of  filver  and  gold  manufa<2ories  in 
Holland,  France,  Flanders,  add  Germany. 

Glafs  Works. 

Thefe,  next  to  the  coal-trade,  are  the  richeft  bfarich 
of  the  trade  of  Newcaftle  ^  as  the  duty  to  govern^ 
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roent,  from  glafs  alone,  is  reckoned  at  140 pool,  per 
annum.  As  this  branch  is  of  fuch  confequence,  not 
only  to  this  town»  but  to  all  natrons,  we  requcft  the 
permiifion  of  our  readers  to  lay  before  them  a  few 
obfervations  on  this  ingenious  invention. 

This  great  proof  of  «)iua)an  ingenuity  feems  to 
have  been  imperfedly  known  to  the  ancients. 
It  is  curious  to  obferve,  in  facred  writ,  that  upon 
cooftrufling  the  various  apparatus  of  the  ta^^er- 
nade,  the  laver,  for  different  ablutions,  was  formed 
of  the  brazen  looking- glaffes  prefented  by  the  IfraeU 
itifli  women  for  this  facred  purpofe.  By  this  it  is 
evident,  that,  as  they  brought  thefe  with  them  from 
Egypt,  there  were  no  other  mirrors  ufed  at  that  re- 
mote period,  even  in  Egypt,  the  nurfery  of  arts  to 
the  reft  of  the  world. 

Glafs  takes  the  fmootheft  polifh  of  all  other  fur- 
faces ;  of  it  are  formed  the  pureft  drinking  glaiTes, 
and,  above  all,  it  is  the  moft  traufparent  medium  by 
which  light  is  conveyed  into  our  dwellings. 

Glais-makers  aie  faid  to  have  been  firft  brought 
from  France  into  England  A.  D.  674,  on  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  abbey  of  Wearmouth,  a  few  miles 
diltant  from  the  river  Tyne.  The  finer  kinds  of 
glaflfes  were  firft  manufactured  at  Crutched-Friars,  in 
London,  A,  D.  1557.  The  fine  flint-glafs,  little  in- 
ferior to  that  of  Venice,  was  firft  made  in  the  Savoy- 
houfe,  in  the  Strand,  London  ;  and  the  firft  glafs. 
plates,  for  looking^-glafles  and  coach.glafles,  were 
made  at  Lambeth,  by  the  encouragement  of  the.duke 
of  Buckingham,  in  the  year  1673. 

It  feems  probable,  that  glals- works  were  firft 
crcfted  upon  the  river  Tyne  about  the  year  161Q, 
where  they  were  eftabliflied  by  Sir  Robert  Manfell, 
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knight,  vice-admiral  of  England,  The  cfaeapnefs  of 
coal  at  this  place  is  given  as  the  reafon  that  chiefly 
induced  him  to  ereft  them  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 
London. 

The  furious  bigotry  of  Philip  king  of  Spain  in  the 
13th  century,  by  which,  and  by  the  bloody  perfecu- 
tion  of  the  inhuman  duke  of  Alva,  the  Netherlands 
were  bereft  of  their  moft  virtuous  and  opulent  citi- 
zens ;  and  multitudes  of  the  moft*  ingenious  artifts  of 
thefe  rich  and  flourilhing  councries  fled  to  other  do- 
minions, carrying  their  curious  and  ufeful  arts  along 
with  them.  Qiieen  Elizabeth  fully  knew  how  to 
appreciate  fuch  a  valuable  acquifition,  and  not  only 
afforded  thefe  virtuous  exiles  an  afylum  in  her  do- 
minions, but  gave  them  every  kind  of  encourage- 
ment  which  could  render  them  comfortable  and 
happy. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  three  leading  names  of 
thefe  ingenious  glafsmakcrs  are  the  Henxels,  Tyzacks, 
and  Titeroys,  the  latter  of  which  is  now  extinfl ; 
but  the  Henzel^  and  Tyzacks  ftill  continue  to  pre- 
iide  over  the  working  part.  •*  Indeed,  fays  Mr. 
Brand,  they  will  admit  none  of  any  other  name  to 
work  with  them."  Very  few  of  the  Tyzacks  are  now 
left,  and  almoft  every  name  may  be  found  in  thefe 
works  at  prefent. 

In  the  regifter  of  baptifms  of  AlLSaints,  to  which 
parifh  they  belong,  we  frequently  find  them  giving 
their  children  the  name  of  Peregrine;  reminding 
them  that  they  were  wanderers  by  violence  from 
their  native  land,  and  that  now  they  fojotirned  ia  a 
Itrange  country. 

What  is  called  the  Mulhroom,  the  Cite  of  the  firft 
glafs-houfes  in  Newcaftle,  is  (by  the  records  of  the 
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common-council  books)  laid  to  be  a  parcel  of  ground 
at  St.  Lawrence  Shore,  containing  in  length  150 
yards,  or  thereabouts,  and  90  yards  in  breadth,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  ten  pounds,  and  the  toll  of  the  two 
glafs-houfes,  now  built  on  the  faid  fliore  be  alfo  let 
'unto  faid  Edward  Harris  for  the  term  of  twenty-one 
years  at  the  yearly  rent  of  fifteen  pounds  for  each 
glafs.houfe.     A.  D.  1646. 

September  2i»  1679,  there  was  an  order  of  com- 
mon.council  to  grant  a  Icafe  to  Jacob  Henzel,  Wil- 
liam Tizake,  and  Daniel  Tittery,  of  the  weftern 
glafs-houfes,  at  a  fixed  rent,  and  that  faid  parties  bind 
themfelves  to  furnifli  the  glaziers  and  inhabitants 
with  glafs  at  a  certain  rate, 

A.  D.  1710  mention  occurs  of  a  glafs-houfe  at  the 
Clofe-gate.  '  : 

A.  D.  1737.  The  following  additional  glafs-houfes 
are  mentioned  in  the  coramon-council  books. 
•*  Broad  glafs-houfes,  called  Howden  and  South 
Shields  glafs-houfes  ;  the  bottle-houfes,  called  Clofc- 
gate  bottle-houfes,  Weftern  bottle-houfe,  St.  Lavv- 
rencc  bottle-houfe.  Bill-quay  bottle-houfe ;  and  tlic 
flint  glafs-houfe  at  the  Clofe-gate." 

There  appeaw  to  have  been  conftantly  and  fully 
employed  on  the  river  Tyne  A.  D.  1772,  fixteen 
large  glafs-works,  viz-  one  for  plate  glafs  ;  three 
crown  glafs-houfes;  five  for  broad  or  com rnon  win- 
dow-glafs;  two  for  white  or  flint  glafs,  and  five 
bottle-houfes.  The  glafs  manufadured  in  thefe  is 
fent  to  mod  parts  of  the  world. 

Since  their  firft  inftitution,  thefe  glafs-works  have 
been   wonderfully   improved.      Viewing  the  gbfs- 
ware-houfes  in  the  Clofe,  the  eye  is  ftruck  in  behold- 
ing vaft  piles  and  arrangements  of  beautiful  vafes  of 
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cryftal,  or  white  glafs,  luftres,  &c.  The  artifts  who 
have  ferved  their  apprenticelhips  at  this  bufinefs,  earn 
two  or  three  guineas  a  week  with  eafe. 

Thefe  ingenious  inventions,  fo  numerous  on  the 
Tyne,  from  Leramington  to  South  Shields,  ftrikc  all 
ftrangers ;  and  certainly  the  expeditious  operations 
of  thefe  artifts  are  amongft  the  moftjnterefting  ob- 
jefts  to  be  feen  at  Newcaftle. 

**  We  faw,"  fays  the  French  philofopher  St.  Fond, 
**  fevcral  glafs-houfes  at  this  flourifhing  place,  where 
window  glafs,  bottles,  decanters,  drinking  glafles,  StC 
are  made.  AH  thefe  manufadlories,  though  eftablilhed 
in  buildings  of  a  mean  appearance,  are  managed  with 
a  fimphcity  and  economy  which  cannot  be  too  muqh 
prai  fed. 

"  This  modeft  fimplicity  is  of  great  advantage  to  the 
country.  It  encourages  adlive  and  indullrious  men 
to  embark  in  trade,  who  would  otherwife  be  unwil- 
ling to  form  large  eft^iblifhrnents,  being  alarmed  by 
the  expences,  which  extcnfive  works  require,  when 
conftruded  on  a  magnificent  fcale. 

^*  It  is  a  tafte  for  pomp  and  grandeur  which  almoil 
always  ruins  the  manufadurcs  of  France,  and  pre- 
vents thefe  new  ones  which  we  want  from  being 
eftablifhed.  Men  are  afraid  to  involve  themfelves  in 
ruinous  expences  for  mere  warehoufes  and  work- 
fhops. 

"  It  mull  be  acknowledged  that  the  Englifli  and 
Dutch,  are  more  prudent,  and  exhibit  examples  this 
way,  which  wc  ought  to  imitate.  Splendid  and 
cxpenfive  architedure  is  the  bane  of  eftablifhments 
of  this  kind."  Thus  St.  Fond  exprefles  his  fenti- 
raents  on  the  Newcaftle  glafs-houfes  with  which  we 
fhall  conclude  this  branch  of  trade, 
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We  have  only  to  add,  that  thefe  extenfive  works 
are  carried  on  by  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  and 
Co.  Catherine  Henzell  and  Co.  J.  Shortridge  and 
Co.  Cookfon  and  Co.  leveral  houfes  are  the  property 
of  this  laft  opulent  and  long  eftabliflied  company. 

Fotteries. 

Staffordfhire  has  long  carried  the  palm  for  the 
manufadure  of  the  mod  beautiful  pottery  ware,  fome 
of  which  arfive  near  the  perfeAion  of  china,  or  porce- 
lain. In  the  hiftory  of  the  ufefui  arts,  that  of  the 
potter  feems  of  great  antiquity ;  and  its  practice  is 
probably  coeval  with  the  exifteace  of  mankind. 

A  very  extenfive  manufadory  of  pottery. ware  is 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Warburton,  at  Warburton-placfc, 
two  railes  fouth  of  Newcaftle ;  where  large  orders 
to  molir  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  executed,  and  fo- 
reign countries  fupplied  with  every  kind  of  earthen- 
ware. 

Meflrs.  Head  and  Dalton  carry  on  a  fimilar  con* 
cern,  and  Meflrs.  Addifon  and  Falcbnar  have  another, 
at  Skinner*bourn. 

Mr  Yelloley  has  an  extenfiye  manufaftory  of  this 
kind  at  the  Oufe-bourn,  where  vaft  quantities  of  eve- 
ry fpecies  of  pottery-work  is  executed. 

Another  pottery,  fimilar  to  thofe  mentioned,  is 
carried  on  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Jackfon. 

Roperies. 

In  a  trading^town,  like  Newcaftle,  which  employs 
fo  much  (hipping,  ropes,  cordage,  twine,  &c.  form  a 
material  article  of  trade. 

A  ropery,  for  manufafturing  cables  for  (hips,  cor- 
dage, 8tc.  is  carried  on  by  Mr.  John  Walker,  anothor 
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by  Mr.  Linlkill,  a  third  by  Mr.  Robert  Green  ;  and 
a  large  one,  at  Howdon,  by  Meffrs.  Hurry.  But 
that  w  hich  is  of  the  greatefl  extent,  and  does  moft 
bufinefs  in  rope-making,  is  the  patent  fteam-ropery, 
by  the  Meflrs.  Chapmans,  at  Willington,  a  mile  above 
Howdon-dock. 

Another  ropery  belongs  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smith. 

Anthony  Hood,  efq.  and  Co.  have  a  large  ropery, 
where  the  cords  for  forming  the  cables  are  fpun  upon 
the  new  plan,  much  ftronger  and  fmootherthan  tbofe 
by  hand. 

Another  ropery  belongs  to  Mr  Henry  Cramlington, 
and  another  to  Meflrs.  Atkinfon  and  Rutherford. 

There  are  alfo  a  number  of  manufadurers  of  (hop- 
cord,  twine,  &c.  Stc. 

There  are  feveral  failcloth-manufadories,  belong- 
ing to  MeiTrs.  Kidd^,  Harrifon,  &.c.  in  this  town. 

Grind/fones. 

Grindftone-quarries  are  numerous  in  the  Fell,  on 
the  fouth-fide  of  the  Tyne.  Vaft  quantities  are  made 
from  thefe  quarries  :  and  although  Swalwell  great 
iron-works  employ  very  many  for  fharpening  the 
fpades,  hoes,  pick-hacks,  &c.  that  are  intended  for 
exportation,  yd  thefe  bear  a  fmall  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  grinditones  that  are  fhipped  for  Denmark, 

Norway,  Sweden,  and  other  foreign  countries. 

Stones  of  a  foft  texture,  for  the  furnaces  in  Sweden, 
are  alfo  exported  from  the  Felling-fhore,  &c.  Irtfo- 
much  that  *•  a  Newcaftle  grindllone  being  found  all 
over  the  world,"  is  a  proverbial  expreffion. 

Wbah-Oil  ManufaSloria. 
Of  late  years  this  lucrative  branch  has  been  on  the 
(decline  ;  though  feveral  Ihips,  for  fome  feafons  paft, 

have 


iSetocaftlc  upon  Cpne.  519 

have  returned  full.  The  produce  of  the  blubber, 
fins,  and  fpermaceti,  of  this  huge  aquatic  animal,  by 
the  induftry  of  the  manufadurers  Jh  Newcaftle,  are 
converted  to  many  valuable  purpofes,  and  were  for- 
merly more  advantageous  to  the  adventurers  in  this 
braoch  of  traffic  than  at  prefent.  And  although  the 
operation  is  attended  with  a  very  ^  rancid  fmell, 
yet  the  advantage  attending  the  bufinefs  has  been 
coniiderable  to  the  people  employed, 

CoaUTar. 

Extrading  of  tar  from  coal,  for  overlaying  (hips, 
in  place  of  the  Norway  and  other  foreign  tar,  had 
been  in  fpcculation  for  many  years  in  this  country  ; 
yet,  we  believe,  the  prefent  ingenious  Lord  Dundo- 
nald  was  the  firft  who  offered  it  to  the  public  as  an 
article  of  traffic.  It  is  now  very  much  in  ufc,  efpe- 
cially  for  (hips  deftincd  for  long  voyages  in  warm  cli** 
mates;  where  the  remora,  or  fucking-fi(li,  by  ftrik- 
ing  the  (hip,  often  proves  fatal  to  both  men  and  veC 
fels.  It  is  faid,  that  (hips  payed  over  with  coal-tar 
are  rendered  proof  againfl  the  perforations  of  that 
animal. 

A  diftillery  for  coal-tar,  at  St.  Peter's  quay,  is  con- 
duced by  Meffrs.  Row,  Humble,,  and  King. 

At  the  fame  place  is  a  manufadlory  for  lamp-blacky 
belonging  to  Meffrs.  Row,  Oxley,  and  Barras. 

Copperas. 

On  both  fides  of  the  river  are  large  manufadories 
for  copperas.  The  pyrites,  or  braffes,  which  are 
hurtful  to  the  fale  of  the  coals,  are  carefully  feparated 
from  them,  and,  by  a  procefs,  tedious  here  to  de- 
tail, the  copperas  is  formed;  and  the  great  quan. 
tities  of  the  pyrites,  and  cheapnefs  of  the  fmall  coal, 
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are  particularly  favourable  for  making  vaft  quantities 
of  this  article  in  our  neighbourhood. 

Refined  copperas  is  made  chiefly  at  Walker,  by 
by  Meffrs.  George  Forfter  and  Co.  This  article  was 
brought  to  its  prefent  pcrfedlion  by  the  late  Mr. The. 
Barnes^  of  that  place  ;  a  gentleman,  whofe  ingervuity^ 
as  a  viewer,  is  well  known  by  many  of  the  firft-fami- 
lies  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties ;  under 
whofe  direftion  the  inclined  plane  at  Benwell,  and 
many  other  works  of  public  utility,  were  executed. 

Sal  Anmoniac. 
Is  likcwife  made  in  this  place,  for  various  purpofcs, 
bcfides  forming  a  part  of  the  materia  mcdica. 

Soda. 
Lord  Dundonald  claims,  if  not  the  invention,  at 
lead  the  bringing  to  perfe6lion,  of  Soda.  This  excel- 
lent compofition  has  had  the  atteftation  of  the  prin- 
cipal dyers,  fullers,  bleachers,  &c.  in  Newcaftle  and 
vicinity,  as  ferving  excellent  purpofes  in  the  various 
branches  of  their  ufeful  and  neceflary  profeffions. 

Glue, 

So  neceflary  in  joinery  and  other  works,  is  made 
here  in  fmall  quantities,  and  that  of  a  very  inferior 
quality,  owing  to  the  imperfect  ftate  of  the  knowledge 
of  its  ingredients  in  this  place. 

Of  the  mode  of  manufafturing  this  article  we  are 
favoured  with  a  few  hints  from  the  fame  intelligenc 
friend  who  communicated  to  us  the  (ketch  of  the 
white-lead  manufadture. 

The  reafon  heaffigns  for  the  Newcaftle  glue  being 
fo  offenfive  to  the  fmell,  and  fo  foon  lofing  its  adhe* 
fivenefs,  is,  that  it  is  made  principally  of  the  gelati. 
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fious  fubftance  pt  bones.  On  this  account,  the  manu« 
faftories  here  eiLhibit  the  appearance  almoft  of  char- 
nel-houfes,  being  equallj  offenlive  to  the  (ight  and 
the  fmell.  The  London  manufafturers  allow  nothing 
of  that  kind  to  fcnter  into  the  compofition  of  this  arti- 
cle. The  parings  of  hidfes,  bought  up  in  London,  or 
imported  firom  foreign,  and  the  pelts  obtained  from 
fiirri^rs,  are  the  materials  from  which  the  London 
^uc  is  extrafted,  Thefe,  after  being  as  well  freed 
from  greafe  as  poffible,  in  that  date,  are  diflblved,  by- 
boiling  water,  in  a  large  brafs  caldron,  and  there  more 
completely  cleanfed,  after  being  diflblved,  by  alum 
or  lime  thrown  into  the  kettle:  during  boiling  it  is 
well  fkimmed,  until  it  becomes  clear,  and  of  a  light 
brown  colour.  When  it  is  thought  to  be  ftrong 
enough,  (which  is  known  either  by  the  length  of  time 
a  certain  quantity  of  water  and  Ikins  have  boiled,  or 
by  its  appearance  during  ebullition),  it  is  poured  in- 
to trays,  or  vfeflcls  of  about  fix  feet  long,  one  broad, 
and  two  deep,  till  cold ;  when  it  is  fet,  i.  c.  aflumes  a 
jelly-like  form.  It  is  then  cut  out  of  the  trays  by  a 
fpade,  and  laid  (by  women}  on  a  table  ;  where  it  is 
cut  with  an  inftrument,  not  unlike  a  bow,  having  a 
brafs  wire  as  its  (Iring.  Each  of  the  maflcs  cut  out 
by  the  fpade  is  feparated,  by  this  in{lrument«  into 
three  pieces*  When  the  women,  by  miftake,  cut  on* 
ly  two,  that  which  is  double  the  iize  is  called  a  bi/bop^ 
and  doomed  to  be  melted  over  again. 

A.U  glue  that  has  got  froft,  or  looks  thick  and  blacky 
may  be  melted  over  again  and  refined  ;  but  it  is  ge- 
nerally put  into  the  kettle,  after  what  is  in  it  has  been 
refined  and  thus  melted  over  again,  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  the  other  to  overcome  every  injury  it  may 
have  fufiained. 

3  U  Moveable 
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Moveable  flieds,  of  about  four  feet  fquare,  are 
ereded  in  the  yard  or  field  of  each  glue-maker's 
work-lhops ;  where  the  cakes,  after  being  cut  ^s  be- 
fore defcribedy  are  dried ;  there  is  nothing  that  is 
noxious  or  difagreeable  in  any  part .  of  the  procefs. 

A  great  deal  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leeds, 
is  alfo  fold  under  the  name  of  London  glue. 

Quantities  of  this  is  exported ;  as  alfo  mod  of  the 
glue  made  here. 

Lintfied  and  Rapefeed  Mills. 

There  are  feveral  in  and  about  Newcaftle.  Thefe 
oils,  when  duly  prepared,  ferve  many  valuable  pur- 
pofes,  as  in  mixing  of  white  lead  and  other  paints ; 
while  the  cakes  from  which  the  oil  has  been  prefled, 
by  great  force,  are  ufed  as  food  for  domellic  cattle, 
and  feed  them, in  a  wonderful  manner.  Thefe  oils 
are  exported  to  London,  and  even  to  foreign  parts. 

Soaperies. 

Of  this  valuable  branch  of  manufadurc,  fo  condu- 
cive to  cleanlinefs,  and,  of  confequence,  to  health, 
great  quantities  are  made  in  Newcaftle. 

A  large  and  extenfive  foap-manufaftory  is  carried 
on  by  Meffrs.  Doubleday  and  Eafterby,  in  the 
Clofe  ;  who  export  great  quantities. 

Another,  upon  a  very  fmall  fcale,  is  carried  on  by 
Mr.  W.  Cathey,  in  Sandgate. 

The  many  laborious  and  dirty  branches  of  bufinefs 
in  Newcaftle,  on  the  river,  above  and  below  ground, 
render  the  comftant  ufe  of  foap  indifp^nfably  necef- 
fary. 

Candle^. 
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Candles. 

This  fubftitute  for  natural  light  is  ufed  in  all  na- 
tions, and  in  none  more  than  in  the  northern  parts  of 
England.  Bui  in  Newcaftle  and  its  numerous  works 
candles  are  ufed  in  vaft  quantities.  Above  ground^ 
in  common  with  other  places,  and  below  ground^  in 
a  manner  peculiar  to  the  works,  which,  lying  fix  or 
feven  hundred  feet  below  the  furface,  were  never 
vifited  by  a  fingle  ray  of  the  fun.  Thoufands  of  men 
working  in  thefe  fubterraneous  regions,  black  and 
dark,  need  greatly  the  aid  of  candle-light.  Of  qon- 
fcquence,  we  may  fuppofe  that  many  candles  are 
made  here  for  this  particular  purpofe.  But  thofe 
ufed  in  the  coal-works  are  extremely  fmall,  thirty  or 
forty  in  the  pound,  called  by  colliers,  pit^whikies,"'.. 
They  are  afraid  of  ufing  larger,  from  the  danger  of 
igniting  the  inflammable  air,  which  is  fometiines  the 
cafe,  and  is  attended  with  dreadful  confequences.— 
As  a  precaution,  both  viewers  and  pitmen,  in  pafling 
through  the  waftes,  are  fupplied  with  fteel-mills, 
which,  by  their  motion,  ftrike  light  by  flint,  and  is 
not  fo  dangerous. 

There  are  many  candle-manufadories  in  the  Clofe, 
Denton-chare,  Pilgrim-ftreet,  Low  Bridge,  Sandgate, 
&c.  The  gentlemen  of  the  excife  inform  us,  that  as 
the  confumpt  of  this  neceflary  in  life  is  fo  f^reat'in 
Newcaftle,  inftead  of  exporting,  many  candles  are 
brought  here  from  other  neighbouring  places. 

Sugar  Refineries, 

In  the  Clofe  is  a  fugar-houfe  which  was  eredled  by 
the  late  Alderman  Toiler  and  Co.  and  is  flill  carried 
on  with  great  fuccefsby  MefirsRankins  and  Walton. 

3  U  2  There 
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There  is  another  extenfive  one  at  the  head  of  the 
Broad-chare,  by  Meffrs  Rudman,  Clarke,  and  Co. 

Sugars  are  now  brought  raw  from  the  Weft  Indies 
by  Graham  Clarke,  efq.  and  boiled  and  refined  in 
Newcaftle.  Why  might  not  this  article  be  imported 
by  other  men  of  property  ? 

Salt  Works. 

This  neceffary  of  life  is  not  manufaftured  at  New- 
<;afkle,  the  Tyne  here  not  being  fufficiently  tnipreg^ 
xiated  with  faline  particles;  but  at  Shidds  laige 
quantities  are  made,  though  not  fo  much  as  formerly. 

The  moft  confiderable  at  prefent  ar^  Mr.  Jofeph 
Richardfon,  South  Shields,  Mr.  Ldvvard  Harvey^  do. 
Mr.  Fairies,  do.  and  one  at  Hovvden. 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  fait  work  is  thftt  wliich 
is  at  fiirtley,  about  fix  miles  from  the  Tyn^,  und  nigh 
as  far  from  the  Wear.  It  is  a  fait  fpring  in  a  deep 
coal-pit  ftrongly  impregnated  with  faUn^  particles  ; 
and  from  which  water  great  quantities  of  fait  9fe 
made,  and  exported  from  Sunderland  This  is  ctr-- 
tainly  uncommoit^  and  may  be  accounted  a  great  lo« 
cal  natural  curiofity,  as  Birtley  (lands  at  a  great  ele* 
vation  above  the  level  of  the  Tyne  and  the  Wear, 
and  yet  the  waters  of  this  fpring  are  foft  as  the  oceaA 
itfelf,  and  naturalifts  fay  it  is  more  fo  than  the  fea  off 
Tynemouth.  Man  knows  not  all  the  fecrets  of  na- 
ture— how  necefiary  then  for  him  to  difcover  them! 

Thefe  fait  Works  at  Shields,  Hartley,  fee,  have 
been  much  on  the  decline  for  years  paft,  fince 
the  ufe  of  rock  fait  came  fo  mueh  in  pracStice.  The 
excife  duty  upon  this  necefiary  in  life  being  fo  cilor- 
nious  as  tenpence  or  more,  on  the  fliilling,  amounts 
almoll  to  a  prohibition  on  its  manufacture,  which  is  a 

great 
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great  difcourageraent  to  the  fiOiing  trade,  where  cod, 
and  other  large  fifties  arc  cured  for  tranfportation. 

It  is  recorded,  that  during  the  great  plague  which 
fwept  away  fome  thoufands  of  perlbns,  at  NcwfcalUe, 
few  died  who  lived  near  the  fait  works  at  Shields. 

Salmon. 

The  Tync  has  long  been  famous  for  this  mod  deli.» 
eious  fpecies  of  fifti.  Even  the  prodigious  quantities 
caught  at  Berwick,  are  denominated  Newcaflle  iaU 
mon  at  London,  Scc.  Here  are  many  fifheries  on  the 
Tync,  and  in  fome  feafons  very  pnodudlive.  From 
Hedwin  Streams  to  Sparhawk,  we  find  fifiieries  for 
falmon  in  ieveral  turns  of  the  river.  The  fiih  arc 
cxpofed  fof  fale  on  the  Sandhill  at  the  Maifon  Dieu  ; 
while  the  greateft  part  are  pickled,  kitted,  and  ex- 
ported, many  thoufands  in  a  feafon.  But  during  the 
late  war,  the  price  of  this  fifli  has  been  fo  exorbitant, 
(being  from  one  ihilling  to  two  (hillings  per  poundj 
that  like  the  unbelieving  lord  in  fcripture,  the  people 
of  Newcaftley^^  it  with  their  eyes^but  do  not  tq/ie  it. 

Corks. 

Thefe  arc  m^de  in  great  quantities  here.  The  mod 
conlklerable  of  the  manufaAories  are  Mr.  Richard 
Graham,  iq  the  Side,  &c. 

The  towns  and  villages,  for  fixty  miles  round,  are 
fupplied  with  corks,  bungs,  fcc.  from  this  town. 

Bricks  and  Tiles. 

The  hoofes  and  the  numerous  manufadories  in  Eng* 
land  are  built  of  bricks,  and  covered,  for  the  moft  part, 
with  tiles.  This  occafions  large  quantities  of  both  to 
be  made.     As  the  grounds  about  Ncwcafllc  abound 

in 
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in  clay  on  the  furface,  and  coal  below,  the  manufac- 
ture of  bricks  and  tiles  is  a  great  article  of  bufinefs. 
Of  confequence,  vaft  quantities  on  both  fides  of  the 
Tyne,  are  manufaftured,  both  for  home  confumption 
and  exportation,  but  chiefly  to  London, 

The  French  philofopher  St.  Fond,  whom  we  have 
fo  often  quoted  with  pleafure,  fays,  **  The  beautiful 
river  the  Tyne  is  rendered  highly  interefting  by  the 
variety  of  the  manufaftures  carried  on  upon '  its 
banks.  The  manufadurers  of  thofe,  however,  com- 
plain of  the  almoft  intollerable  duties  laid  by  go- 
vernment on  thefe  ncceflaries  for  building,  which  has 
greatly  difcouraged  people  of  property  from  embark, 
ing  in  this  formerly  flourifhing  branch  of  bufinefs. 
But  how  do  complainants  imagine  that  the  intereft 
of  nigh  five  hundred  millions  of  national  debt  can 
be  paid,  but  by  fuch  taxes,  and  thofe  on  paper,  malt, 
hops,  fait,  &c.  ? 

Boots  and  Shoes. 

Large  demands  have  been  made  for  thefe  ufeful 
articles  from  America,  and  the  Weft  indies,  which 
employed  many  workmen  before  the  war,  for  making 
boots  and  fhoes  in  Newcaftle.  It  is  hoped  peace  will 
encreafe  the  demand  to  thefe  flourifhing  places  of  the 
new  world. 

Leather  Breeches  and  Gloves, 

Thefe  articles  of  drefs  are  manufaftured  in  New- 
caftle by  Meflrs  Bilton,  Brunton,  and  others.  Many 
gloves  are  brought  from  Hexham  to  Newcaftle, 
where,  from  their  cheapnefs,  they  have  a  ready 
market. 

Tanners, 
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Tanners. 
There  are  many  of  thefe  in  Newcaftle,  who  do 
much  bufinefs  both  for  tanning  and  currying  leather. 
Alderman  Yielder  in  Low  Friar-chare  has  a  large 
yard  for  tanning.  Meflrs  Hunter,  Richardfon,  and 
others  carry  on  this  lucrative  branch  of  bufinefs;  . 
fupplyin^,  at  the  great  fair  on  St.  Luke's,  many  lea- 
ther-fellers from  dillant  parts.  Many  nioft  efTential 
improvements  might  be  made  in  this  bufinefs,  .which 
are  entirely  fruftratcd  by  legal  interference. 

Linen  Manufadlories. 

There  are  a  few  of  thefe  in  Newcaftle,  where 
not  only  plain  linen  is  wrought,  but  diapers,  gtc 
4re  manufadured  by  Mr.  Young,  Low  Friar'chare, 
and  a  few  other  weavers  in  various  parts  of  the 
town. 

Corn  and  Flour  Mills. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  flourifhing  town  of  Newcaf- 
tle  amounting,  it  is  fuppofed,  to  near  feventy  thoufand, 
and  the  adjacent  towns  and  villages  being  fo  well 
peopled,  'the  workmen  and  labourers,  from  their 
hardy  employments,  on  water,  above  and  below 
ground,  require  good  food,  efpecially  bread  and 
flelh  meat.  They  will  have  it,  they  get  it,  and 
they  deferve  it.  The  ufeful  and  hardy  keelman  has 
no  notion  of  going  on  board  his  keel  till  his  balket  is 
ftored  with  a  good  joint  and  a  fubftantial  well  baked 
loaf,  generally  of  the  bed  flour.  The  fame  mode  of 
living  is  followed  by  the  pitman,  waggonmen,  gcC. 
They  live  on  the  bell,  and  no  one  will  deny  that  they 
have  a  right  to  enjoy  it.   . 

This 
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This  creates  a  vaft  confamption  of  flour,  which  is 
generally  prepared  in  the  houfehold  manner. 

The  number  of  wind,  water,  and  fteam-milli,  for 
making  flour,  rje»  oat»  and  barley-meal,  in  and  about 
Newcaftle,  from  whence  the  numerous  flour-fiiops  in 
town  and  country  are  rupplied»  is  probably  greater 
than  that  of  any  iingle  town  in  the  kingdom. 

The  windmills  above  Gateffaead,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  town-moor,  and  indeed  all  over  the  country, 
are  numerous;  and  when  the  wind  is  favourable, 
they  are  all  employed. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  fteam-cngines,  for  grinding 
corn.  Thefe,  upon  trial,  have  been  found  fo  far  to 
furpafs  all  other  kinds,  for  their  wonderful  expedition, 
•  that  they  bid  fair  to  fupplant  wind-mills,  efpecially, 
altogether.  For,  when  the  wind  ceafes  to  blo^, 
(which  is  often  the  cafe,)  the  wind-mill  ftands ;  and 
when  the  drought  in  fummer  dries  up  the  ft  ream,  or 
the  froft,  in  winter,  congeals  it,  the  water-mill  is'ftop- 
ped.  The  fteam-mill  goes  uninterrupted,  by  day 
and  night ;  and  is  therefore  peculiarly  adapted  to  this 
country,  where  the  coals  areeaGly  procured. 

There  are  two  fteam-mills  for  grinding  corn,  on 
the  Oufe-bourn,  particularly  one  lately  fiin(hed,*the 
property  of  Mr.  Beckington,  which  does  a  great  deal 
of  bufinefs.  It  was  conftruded  by  Meflrs.  Baillie 
and  Reay,  millwrights  and  engineers,  in  Gateftitad. 
But  there  is  one  lately  conftruded  by  the  fame  artifts, 
at  WiUington,  adjacent  to  Mr.  Chapman's  grand  pa- 
tent ropery,  which  is  alfo  worked  by  ft  earn,  and  is, 
perhaps,  the  iargeft  ahd  moft  complete  of  the  kind 
north  of  the  Albion  mills,  in  London.  The  building 
feven  ftories  high,  and  intended  for  feven  pairs  of 
ftones,  four  pairs  of  which  are  conftantly  going. — 

The 
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The  execution  done  by  this  ingenious  and  extenfive 
piece  of  machinery,  is  truly  great,  as,  with  eafe,  it 
caxi  grind  &rty  lulh,  or  one  thoufand  fix  hxu^dred 
bolk  of  corn,  every  week  I  Mariufadturiffig  fuch 
quantities  of  flour  on  the  Tyne,  certainly  prevents 
much  BSkoney  being  fent  from  this  port  to  London, 
Yarmouth,  Lynn,  and  other  parts  in  the  fouth.  This 
Uvge  manufadory  is  the  property  of  Meflrs.  Oxley 
and  Co.  and  coft,  it  is  faid,  above  6,oooU 

Hat  Manufa£tories. 

Of  this  ingenious  bufinefs  there  are  feveral  in  New- 
caftle  and  Gatelhead. 

OAe  belongs  to  Mr.  John  Clennell,  in  the  Side ; 
who  lately  attempted  to  difplay  the  origin,  progrefs, 
and  prefent  ftate  of  that  m-anufadure,  affifted  by  a 
moll  ingenious  and  intelligent  friend.*  The  reft  as 
follows,  vix.  Mr.  W.  Rogers,  in  the  Flefli-market ; 
Mr.  Andrew  Kay,  on  the  Quayfide ;  Mr.  Smith,  in 
Dean-ftrcet;  Mr  Jonathan  Collings,  and  Mr.  William 
Tbompfon;  in  Gatelhead  ;  and  fome  others. 

Of  retail  hatters,  not  being  manufadurers,  there 
are  about  thirty. 

Spinning  Manufa6lory  and  Flax  Mill. 
There  is  an  extenfive  fpinning-fadory  at  Oufe- 
bouTQ ;  but  this  noble  ftrudure,  which  is  faid  to  have 
coft  i5,oool.  is  at  prefent  unemployed. 

We  hope,  however,  that  both  the  flax-mill  there, 
and  this  large  manufadtory  for  fpinning,  will  foon 
^ain  be  at  work. 

3  X  Breweries. 


♦  Mr.  William  Nicholfon,  of  London.  Vid^  his  Journal  of 
Natural  Philofophy  and  Chcmiftry,  vol.  ii.  k  iit.  and  the  Supple- 
ment to  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  article  Hat-making. 


530  impartial  !J)lftor8  of 


Breweries. 

The  breweries  in  Newcaftle  and  vicinity,  are  nume- 
rous, and  feveral  of  them  do  much  bufinefs,  we  ihall, 
hoirvcver,  only  mention  a  few  of  the  moft  refpedable. 
At  Skinner- burn  is  a  large  one,  the  property  of 
Meffrs  Potter,  Langhorn,  and  Co. 

Nigh  Pilgrim-ftreet.gate  is  another  extenfive  one 
belonging  to  John  Graham  Clarke,  efq. 

Another  in  Sandgate,  called  the  Tyne  Brewery, 
the  property  of  Meflrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Reay,  and  Co. 

Another,  which  for  years  has  brewed  vaft  quanti- 
ties of  beer,  is  on  the  Quay-fide,  in  the  Cufiom-houfe 
entry,  the  property  of  Meflrs  Burdon  and  Rayne. 
Another   in  the  next  entry,  is  the  property   of 
>,Me(rrs  Row  and  Richardfon,  where  great  quantities 
of  beer  and  porter  are  brewed. 

Another  belongs  to  R.  and  R.  S.  Richardfon. 
Another  to  Mr  M.  Plummer. 
Another,  in  the  Clofe,  the  property  of  Meflrs  Clap- 
ham  and  Co. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle,  at  Sandiford,  is  a  \try 
lArge  brewery,  and  of  long  ftanding,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Naiters. 

In  Gatefhed,  is  an  extenfive  one,  the  property  of 
Meflrs  Barras  and  Co. 

But  one  of  the  iargeft  in  the  north  is  in  Oakwell- 
gate  the  property  of  Mr.  M*Leod  and  Sons.  Here 
are  brewed  great  quantities  of  porter  and  beer.  Mr. 
M*Leod  has  lately  eredlcd  a  fteam  engine  in  his 
brewery,  by  which  malt  and  grain  in  large  quan- 
tities are  ground.  It  was  eredcd  by  McflTrs  Baillie 
and  Reay,  engineers. 

We 
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Befides  thefe  large  and  extenfivc  breweries,  many 
of  the  publicans  brew  for  their  own  confumption. 

We  forbear  to  mention  the  many  breweries  at 
Newburn,  Stella,  Blagdon,  Swalwell,  Shields,  &c.  as 
the  detail  would  too  much  fwell  our  woik. 

Having  taken  a  general  view  of  the  manufadures 
and  trade  of  this  town,  as  far  as  our  limits  will  admit, 
wc  will  now  clofe  this  fubjeA  with  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  national  importance  of  exhibiting  the  procefs 
of  manutaftures. 

As  the  manufadlures  of  this  country  are  the  princi- 
pal  fource  of  its  great  wealth  and  political  importance^ 
it  cannot  but  afford  matter  of  reafonable  furprize,  that 
fo  little  has  hitherto  been  afcertained  and  publifhed 
relative  to  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  extent  of  their 
feveral  branches.  We  have,  in  fad,  feen  no  attempt 
made  towards  digefting  a  compleat  treatife,  or  even 
compiling  a  flock  of  materials  on  this  fubjecl.  In- 
deed, fcience  among  manufafturers  has  fcarce  yet 
reared  her  laurel'd  head,  and  thofe  who  poifefs  a 
pra<5i;ical  knowledge  of  any  manufadure,  can  hardly 
yet  be  ezpeded  to  write  as  from  ''  the  foft  re. 
cefles  of  retirement,  or  under  the  fliade  of  academic 
bowers."  Improvement  muft  have  forerunners  in  the 
march  of  difcovcry.  As  yet  few  fads  are  brought  in- 
to the  field  of  public  invcftigation  ;  but  the  improve- 
ment  of  a  manufadure  certainly  depends  on  its  publi- 

city. 

From  the  firft  appearance  of  manufaduring  fcience 
to  the  prefent  dawn  of  difcovery.  what  unavailing 
toil  has  myftcry  produced!  what  heart-appalling  ac- 
cidents have  jealoufy  ^nd  prejudice  been  the  parents 
of!  but,  on  the  other  hand,  what  improvement  has 
liberal  communication  effedcd !  An  earnellnefs  co  com- 
3X2  nninicate 
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fnunicaie  ought  therefore  to  ftand  aracHigtt  the  moll 
prominent  principles  of  an  enlightened,  benevolent 
nnderftamling  I     The  progrcft  from  infancy  to  ma- 
turity in  manufadures  is  too  frequently,  like  the  ftooc 
of  S>Iiphus,   laboured  with  an  incef&ut  and  alnaoft 
hopelefs  continuity  of  effort.     It  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  artifts  in  general  are  fo  tenacious  of  their 
technical  fecrets,  that    notwithftatiding  the.  advan- 
tages they  would   mutually  derive  from   reciprocal 
communication,    they   referve  to  themfelvcs,  in  the 
clofeft  manner,  any  difcoveries  they  may  have  made ; 
and  yet,  as  it  may  owe  its. origin  to  accident   or 
chance,  they  are  perhaps  incapable  of  improving  to 
the  extent  it  would  admit  of  in  the  hands  of  men  of 
fcience.     By  this  condudi  they  do  themfclves  a  ma. 
terial  injury,  whilft  by  it  they  loudly  proclaim  their 
own  want  of  genius,  and  as  openly  acknowledge  their 
ignorance  of  the  real  principles  of  fcience  in  general; 
for  if  we  confider  the  rapid  progrefs  that  has  been 
made  of  late  years  in  every  department  of  ufeful  and 
practical  knowledge,  we  muft  attribute  it  entirely  to 
thofe  liberal  communications  that  have  been  made 
by  men  whofe  attention  has  been  more  immediately 
direfted  to  the  pronation  and  improvement  of  every 
thing  valuable  to  the  public  at  large,  rather  than  to  their 
own  private  emolument.      Dr  Johnfon  in  the   aoxft 
number  of  his  Rambler,  has  introduced  an  obferva- 
tion  of  Mr.  Boyle's,  quite  in  point  to  the  prcfent  liib- 
jed,  that  '*  the  excellency  of  manufactures,  and  the 
facility  of  labour,  would  be  much  promoted  if  the  va- 
rious expedients  and  contrivances  which  lie  conceal- 
ed in  private  hands,  were  by  reciprocal  communica* 
tions  made  generally  known  ;  for  there  are  few  ope- 
rations that  are  not  performed  by  one  or  another  with 
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feme  pecuhar  advantages,  wbich,  though  fingly  of 
little  impoftaiKe,  would  by  coiijunAion  and  coiiciir- 
reiice  open  new  inlets  to  knowledge,  and  give  new 
powers  to.  diligeoce." 

Having  thus  given  a  general  detail  of  the  various 
branches  of  trade,  peculiar  to  this  commercial  town, 
we  fhall  now  ftiortly  ftate  its  exports  and  im- 
potts.  « 

EXPORTS. 

The  firft  of  all  others  is^  the  article  Coal.  We  have 
been  ample  in  our  defcriptton  of  this  article  ;  and  if 
we  may  feem  too  copious  in  our  detail,  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  the  fubjeft  are  our  apology- 

This  .valuable  fpecies  of  fuel,  Kke  its  powerful 
flame  difpelling  the  fmoke,  foon  drove  away  the 
clouds  ot  ignorance  and  of  prejudice  againft  its  uti- 
lity. Of  confeqnence  it  became  an  article  of  com- 
merce at  an  early  period.  But  it  was  not  until  after 
the  grand  revolution  anno.  1688,  ajid  principally  af- 
ter the  union  between  England  and  Scotland,  that 
the  coal-trade  from  Newcaftle  acquired  a  ftate  of 
permanency  and  gradual  improvement. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  no 
lefs  than  600  veflels  of  80  chaldrons  (10  keels) 
each,  were  employed  in  the  coaUtrade;  a  number, 
which  was  eftimated  to  employ  4,500  fearaen. 
From  1704  to  17 10,  there  were  exported  every  year, 
on  an  average,  from  the  port  of  Newcaftle  178,143 
chaldrons,  which  at  about  from*  eight  to  fifteen,  make 
near  334,018  chaldron%  London  meafure.  Be- 
tween that  period  and  the  year  1776  the  exportation 
of  coals  increafcd  to  380^000  Newcaftle  chaldrons. 

But 
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But  fince,  of  late  years,  eight  new  great  collieries  on 
the  Tyne  have  been  won,  the  export  has  been  prodi- 
giovrfly  encreafed ;  and  during  the  years  1800  and 
1 801,  it  experienced  an  addition  of  209,378  chal* 
drons,  or  548,492  tons  5  cwt.  . 

By  this  it  appears  that  one  years  encreafe  of  the 
exports  was  no  lefs  than  101,980  Newcaflle  chaU 
drons,  and  in  the  whole  was  1,105,084  London  chal- 
drons, which,  at  an  average  price  of  fifty  (billings  a 
chaldron,  would  produce  2,762,4091,  7s.  8d. 

Next  to  coals,  glafs  of  all  kinds  is  exported  to  all 
nations  of  the  world ;  lead  alfo  in  great  quantities,  as 
we  have  already  mentioned ;  tallow,  of  which  there 
is  fhipped  40,000  cwt.  annually  ;  butter,  30,000  firkins 
at  about  two  pounds  per  firkin  ;  falmon,  in  favourable 
'feafons,  many  hundreds  of  kitts ;  bacons  and  hams, 
many  thoufands  annually  ;  copperas,  grindftones, 
fiagllones,  cinders  or  coke,  oaft  and  wrought  iron,  to 
almoil  all  nations,  in  vaft  quantities,  beer,  ale,  porter, 
&c.  &c. 

I,MPORTS. 

Wine  from  France,  but  moftly  from  Portugal. 
Mountain  do.  from  Malaga. 
Raiins,  almonds,  currants,  &c.  Malaga. 
Timber,  (laves  in  great  numbers  from  America. 
Raff  from  Norway,  Wyburg, 
Iron  from  Sweden,  Ruffia. 

Corn,  lately  from  mod  nations  in  the  north,  princi- 
pally Dantzic,  Konninfburgh,  &c. 
Hemp,  flax,  from  Ruffia,  Riga,  Revel. 
Brandy  and  fruits  from  France. 
Smalts  from  Hamburg. 
Pitch,  tar,  from  Sweden,  Ruffia. 

The 
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The  ihipping  employed  in  all  thefc  various 
branches  of  commerce  is  great.  In  the  year  l^^^^ 
according  to  Dr.  Hutton*s  account,  the  number  of 
(hips  entered  in  the  port  of  Tyne  was  as  fgllows  : 

Ships  810— —77,880  coaftwife. 

Do.    140 18,650  forcing  parts. 


Total  954        96,530  tons. 

But  fince  that  period  foreign,  as  well  as  home 
trade,  has  fo  prodigioufly  encreafed,  that  in  the  year 
1800,  no  fewer  than  7,969  fhips  were  cleared  from 
the  Cuftom-houfe. 

The  duties  to  government  arifing  from  coals  alone 
at  five  (hillings  per  chaldron,  has  been  already  men- 
tioned as  Calculated  by  Mr.  Macnab« 

Excife  duties  from  glafs  ;^.  150,006 
Do.  ale,  beer,  &c,  80,000 

Do.  foap  82»ooq 

Do.  candles  1,000 

With  other  articles  of  lefs  moment. 

The  revenues  of  the  town  att  at  an  average 
25,000!.  per  annum. 


GATESHEAD. 
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GATESHEAD. 


In  the  preceding  part  of  our  work  we  hare  given 
a  general  account  of  Newcaille ;  and,  before  uretake 
a  view  of  thv  Tyne,  from  Hadwjn  Str«anis  to  it$  fall 
into  the  German  ocean,,  we  fliall  firft  pais  along  the 
Bridge,  and  gke  a  fuccind  account  of  ^ateihead. 

As  to  the  etymology  of  its  name,  antiq^iarians  arc 
divided  in  their  opinioiis. 

Antiquity  holds  out  a  place  (iiuated  on  the  hatikft 
of  the  Tyne,  oppofite  to  Newcaftle,  under^tbe.nam^ 
ot'Gabroceutum  1  which  place  Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his 
Iter  Boreale,  fup|v>fes  to  be  Gatefliead,  where  the 
fecond  cohort  of  tlie  Thracians  were  garrifoned,  as  it» 
name  in  ancient  liritifh  language  imports,  **  Goafs-* 
head  ;"  I  fuppofe,  fays  he,  from  the  fign  of  fome  inn. 
He  adds,  a  goaf  s-  head  flill  ftands  upon  the  fign  of 
the  golden-lioii,  head  of  the  Bottk.bank#     This  inn 
is  at  prefent  kept  'by  Mr.  Bartram,  and  ftiU  retains 
the  fign,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Goat-Inn. 
The  Venerable  Bede,  in  his  church-hiftory,  men- 
tions a  place,  whiijh  he  calls  *'  Caprc^  Captit^^  which 
has  been  generally  fuppofed  to  be  Gatedxead ; —  quqfi 
(as)  the  Goat's-hsead,  from  the  Romans  having  an 
inn  at  this  place  wiith  fucb  a  ligh,  one  of  the  great 
military  roads  ending  here,  before  the  emperor  Ha* 
drian  had  c reded  his  bridge  over  the  Tyne,  and  con- 
nedbed  it  with  the  (lation  of  Pons  lEXix^  on  the  oppo- 
fite l)anks  of  tiiat  river. 

Mr  Brand  con:ibats  this  etymology,  and  will  have 
it  tq|  mean  Gate' j  Head,  head  or  termination  of  the 
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jnilitary  road,  which  vulgarly  is  termed  gate^  or 
road.  It  is  not  of  any  coiifequence  to  attend  to 
the  difquifitions  upon  a  name,  very  probably  given 
by  accident,  upon  the  Romans,  in  their  encampment, 
difcovering  a  goatVhead,  which,  as  they  were  fuper- 
ftitious  in  their  augury,  might  give  the  name  Capra 
Capta^  Goafs 'bead,  to  the  place. 

Gate(bead  is,  ^thout  doubt,  a  place  of  great  anti- 
quity ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  it  was  a 
place  of  fome  ftandinR  before  Newcaftle  had  exift- 
cnce.  I/idced  it  is  probable  that  the  Romans,  in 
leading  their  legions'  northward,  and  encamping  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tyne,  would  inftantly  fet  on  to 
build,  for  their  own  convenience  and  fecurity,  till 
they  ihould  conftrucl  bridges  for  traofporting  their 
troops,  which  hiltory  informs  us  they  did,  both  here 
afKl  aifo  at  Bywell,  where  are  (till  to  be  feen  the  re- 
mains of  a  ftrong  bridge,  built  by  that  ipighty  and 
ambitious  people.- 

Modern  Gatefliead  has  feveral  Ilrcets ;  but  the 
principal  one  runs  from  the  Bridge-end,  up  the  Bot- 
de*bank,  and  almoft  due  fouth,  forming  part  of  the 
great  public  road  to  London.  In  former  times  this 
ftreet  was  ftrongly,  fortified. 

That  part  of  the  main  ftreet  which  is  called  the 
Bottle-bank,  is  very  fteep,  and  of  an  afcent  almoft 
impafiable,  efpecialiy  in  winter,  to  carriages,  and 
chiefly  the  large  and  ponderous  waggons,  to  and  from 
London,  Leeds,  &c.  To  remedy  this  grievous  incon- 
vcnieocc,  a  new  ftreet  was  lately  formed,  running 
eaft  from  the  foot  of  the  Bottle-bank,  which,  making 
a  curve,  turns  into  the  main  ftreet  at  the  head  of  the 
fteep  afcent,  and,  by  eafy  winding  along,  makes  it  a 
comparatively  convenient  paflagc  for  carriages  of  the 
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heavieft  b\irden.  This  ftreec  contains  fome  well-buiit 
hoeifes,  and  feveral  fhops^  on  both  fides.  And  al- 
though it  has  not  met  with  any  very  general  appro, 
bation,  the  old  (Iveet  being  moftly  ufed  by  people  on 
foot,  yet,  it  is  certainly  an  improvement. 

From  the  h6ad  of  the  Bottk-bank,  ftraight  foutb, 
the  ftreet  is  wide  and  airy ;  and  almoft  ^vtty  iront- 
houfe  has  a  garden  backwards,  ^(jiiich  is  cultivated 
with  great  care,  fiefides  thefe,  at  the  head  of  the 
ftreet,  arefeveral  large  gardens  and  nurferies,  bekmg- 
iHg  Icparately  to  ^k(^rs.  Falla,  Joyce,  Leonard,  &c. 
with  the  valuable  produdbns  of  which  both  Gatef- 
head  and  Newcaftle  are  daily  fupplied. 

Before  we  leave  the  principal  ftreet,  we  muft  not 
omit  to  rratice,  that  here  (about  the  middle  of  tbe 
Bottle-bank)  is  the  "  GaieJ^ad  Circulating  Lihrary^^ 
belonging  to,  and  conduded  lander  the  dkedion  o£^ 
Mr.  J.  Marlliall,  librarian  to  the  Liter^y  and  Philo- 
fophical  Society  of  Newcaftle.  Though  of  recent 
eftabliihment,  tins  library  already  contains  a  yery  good 
colkdion  of  books  in  every  branch  of  literature,  and 
is  much  reforted  to,  particularly  by  the  principal  in« 
habitants  of  Gatelbead  and  its  vicinity. 

From  the  Bridge-end,  weft  ward,  is  a  long,  narrow 
ilreet,  called  Fipewellgate,  from  a  fine  fpring,  which 
is  conveyed  here  by  2ipipe^  and  is  very  ufeful  ibr  the 
inhabitants.  This  ftreet  is  fo  extremely  inconvenient, 
that  two  carts  meeting  cannot  pafs  each  other.  Yet 
here  are  (everal  great  manufadories ;  Mefirs.  Harri* 
fon^s  and  Whinfield's  caft^iron,  with  a  colour  and 
a  whitening,  manufadory. 

At  the  foot  of  the  New-ftreet  is  anothei:,  called 
Hillgate,  wliich  is  very  4:>arrow  and  inconvenient ; 
but,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  river,  there  are  feveral 
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manufadories  here  alfo,  viz.  Mr.  Row's  wrought-iron 
fadlory,  Meflrs.  Emmcrfon  and  Waugb's  ftearo  flour* 
mill,  a  very  large  and  convenient  granary  ;  and,  on 
the  right-hand»  going  eaftward,  is  Mr.  T.  Taylor's 
large  raflT-yard,  &c. 

From  what  is  called  the  New-ftreet,  eaftward, 
we  come  to  another,  named  Oakwell-gate.  Brand 
fays,  **Mr.  Hervey,  feoior,  informed  me,  that  he  had 
often  heard  a  traditionary  account,  that  there  bad 
been  anciently  a  well,  with  an  oak  hanging  over  it, 
at  the  head  of  the  ftreet  called  0<ikweiigate,  in  wtiich 
three  ftrata  of  pavement  have  been  diieovered  ;  and 
that  be  had  often  converfed  with  an  old  gentleman 
who  remembered  when  there  were  feveral  pants  in 
Gatefhead '' 

Oakwell-gate  is  no  way  diftlnguilhqd ;  although 
there  are  fome  dwellings  very  pleafantly  iltuated  and 
commodious,  fucb  as  the  redor*s,  Mr-  Hervey 's,  and 
particularly  Mr.  M'Leod's  new  buildings,  fronting 
his  extenfive  brewery,  which  are  very  elegant. 

In  the  borough  of  Gatefhead  are  a  few  good  fliops, 
feveral  commodious  inns,  ^c. 

Mr  Hawks's  wrougbt-iron  manufaOory  employs 
many  bands  ^  nor  ought  we  tb  omit  mentioning  the 
manofa^ory  in  marble  carried  on  by  Meflrs.  ifaac 
Joblin  and  fon.  Thefe  ingenious  artifts  have  titken, 
upon  leafe,  the  marble  quarries  in  the  county  of  Su- 
therland, which  have  attradled  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Pennant,  St.  Fond,  and  other  curious  travellers  in 
Scotland  :  from  which  place  they  have  brought  and 
manufadured  flabs  of  marble,  of  a  rich  variety  in  ap- 
pearance, and  a  very  beautiful  polifli. 
Here  were  formerly  markets,  and  very  lately  a 
3  Y  2  n^««i» 
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manufactory  for  broad  woollen  cloth ;  of  all  which 
now,  "  not  a  wreck  is  left  behind," 

This  borough  contains  according  to  the  late  furvey 
about  8,597  inhabitants.  We  noticed  on  that  occa- 
fion,  that  the  enumeration  was  altogether  defective. 
About  two  hundred  years  ago  they  were  accounted 
to  be  feven  thoufand,  making  about  one  third  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Newcaftle.  Since  that  period,  how- 
ever, the  proportion  in  favour  of  Newcaftle  is  very 
great,  fince  there  are  there  at  leaft  feventy  thoufand 
inhabitants,  while  there  does  not  feem  to  be  an  in- 
creafe  of  a  fingle  family  in  Gateftiead,  thefe  two  cen- 
turies paft.  What  are  the  caufes  for  fuch  **  a  falling 
dfP*  will  probably  appear  when  we  give  an  account  of 
the  conftitution  and  privileges  of  Gatefliead ;  but 
one  caufe,  if,  of  not  its  decline,  at  leaft,  of  its  not  in- 
crealing,  is  its  vicinity  to  the  large  town  of  New- 
caftle, which,  like  Pharaoh's  kine,  fwallows  up  its 
neighbours. 

Gatejbead  CJmrcb. 

At  fo  remote  a  period  as  A.  D.  1080,  an  account  of 
a  church  in  Gateftiead  is  mentioned  in  hiftory,  where 
Walcher,  biftiop  of  Duf ham,  was  murdered ;  but  Mr. 
Bourne  fays  that  it  ftood  further  down  than  where 
Gatefliead  church  is  now  ereded,  in  a  field  called 
Lawlefs-clofe,  and  afterwards  the  Miller's  Field. 

The  date  when  the  prefcnt  church  was  ereded  can- 
not be  afcertained. 

A.  D.  1291,  when  there  was  an  eftimate  made  of 
the  value  of  the  church-livings  in  the  diocefe  of  Dur- 
ham, the  church  of  Gateftiead  is  rated  X3I.  6s.  8d.  an- 
nual  value. 

The 
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The  prefent  church  is  a  large  and  well  conllrudiid 
building.  It  has  a  commandihg  view  of  Nevvcaftfe, 
being  nearly  on  a  level  with  All-Saints,  is  ver/  com- 
modious for  accommodating  the  parifhioners^  who  are 
numerous,  as  the  diflenters  in  Gatefhead  make  but  a 
fmall  proportion,  to  the  members  of  the  eftablilhed 
church. 

The  fteeple  had  become  old  and  ruinous;  anS. 
therefore  the  prefent  one  was  built  about  the  year 
1740.  It  had,  at  that  time,  four  fanes  mounted  on 
fpires,  on  the  four  corners ;  thefe  being  judged 
too  weak  for  the  fanes,  were  taken  down  in  1764, 
and  the  roof  of  the  fteeple  altered.  The  bells  were 
hung  upon  a  new  frame. 

The  Trinity-houfeof  Newcaftle,  (Nicholas  Ridley, 
Robert  Coatfworth,  maftersj  were  the  principal  be- 
ncfaftors  towards  thefe  repairs. 

Galleries  and  Pews  of  Gate/bead  Cburcb, 

In  the  year  1763  a  new  gallery  was  ereded  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  church.  Thomas  E.  Headlam,  Ro- 
bert Carr,  Taylor  Anfell,  Benjamin  Ord,  church 
wardens. 

All  the  pews  in  this  church  are  of  oak,  curioufly 
carved.     The  pulpit  is  of  the  fame  wood. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  rofe  and  badge  of  the 
prince  of  Wales  is  on  each  pew. 

The  organ  is  at  the  weft-cnd  of  the  church  ;  the 
following  infcriptions  on  the  front :  Gloria  in  excclfis 
Deo — Glory  in  the  bigheji  to  God,  and  '*  Let  every 
thing  that  hath  breath  praife  the  Lord." 

The  chancel. 
It  is  not  dlftinguifh^d  by  circumftances  of  particu- 
lar ornament ;    the  communion  table  being  a  lar;;e 
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flab  of  common  ft  one,  fupported  by  two  figures  of 
angels,  holding  chalices  in  their  hands. 

On  the  w'ainfcot  above  the  communion  table  are 
I.  H.  S.  Jejus  Hominum  Salvator^  J^S^  ^^^  Saviour 

The  windows  on  both  fides  feem  ancient^  thofe  of 
the  chancel,  are  modern,  and  of  a  ftyle  no-ways 
ftriking. 

BenefaSlions  to  the  Poor. 
Thcfe  are  numerous,  and  fome  of  thera  ample  and 
fubilantial. 

An  efcutcheon  of  Dr.  Aldworth,  M,  D  who  left 
one  pound  annually  to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary*s  of 
Gatefhead. 

Another  infcribed  Ifabel  formerly  widow  of  Mr. 
Edmund  Sutton  of  Gatefliead,  and  late  of  George 
Watfon  of  Gofwick,  left  to  poor  widows  in  Gateihead 
fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  by  her  executor  to  fuch  a 
number  as  that  none  of  them  fhould  receive  lefs 
than  five  Ihillings,  payable  at  midfummer  yearly. 

Another  for  Mr.  Ralph  Harrifon  of  Bryan's  Leap, 
who  left  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  poor  of  Gatef- 
bead. 

With  many  other  efcutcheons  announcing  the  be* 
ncfadions  and  legacies  of  worthy  charaders. 

It  appears  by  a  lift  of  legacies  framed  and  glazed, 
in  the  veftry  of  Gatefliead  church,  dated  ITebruary 
25, 1736,  that  Henry  Smith,  efq-  left  a  legacy  of  five 
pounds.  That  Mr.  CoUinfon  left  a  piece  of  land  with 
a  dwelling  houfe  at  Eafington,  let  at  61  5s.  per  an- 
num. A  legacy  of  61.  13s.  4d.  by  Mrs.  Ifabel 
Glover.  A  legacy  of  20I  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Ramfey, 
One  of  20I.  by  William  Coatfworth,  efq. 

Thefe, 
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Thcfe,  with  many  more  legacies  to  the  poor  in  this 
pariih,  are  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  worthy  and 
yirtuous  donors,  wfaofe  memorial  will  be  had  in  ever- 
laftiog  remembrance. 

Monuments  and  Monumental  Infcriptions  in  Gatejhead 

Cburcb, 

Among  many  others  are  the  following. 
In  the  choir-~Here  lieth  the  body  of  Timothy 
Tyzacke,  merchant-adventurer,  and  Elixabeth  bis 
wife  who  had  iflae  by  biai  feven  children.  He  de- 
parted this  life,  February  6. 1684.  Motto  to  the  arms. 
•*  Seigneur  Je  te  prk  garde  ma  vie'' — Lord,  I  pray 
keep  my  foul 

Here  fleeps  Mrs.  Judith  Weld,  who  was  to  three 
mmifters  a  good  wife,  to  Chrift  a  faithful  fcrvant,  to 
the  church  an  affedionate  friend,  for  piety/prudence, 
and  patience  eminent.  She  departed  this  life  anno 
X656.  In  Jefu  dormio,  Jplendide  refurgam.-J'  I  fleep 
in  Jefns,  and,  (hall  rife  glorioufly.*' 

In  the  nave The  burial-places  of  Francis  Rud- 

fton,  Robert  Akenhead  ;  Robert  Prodor,  mafter  and 
mariner,  &c. 
Againft  the  wall,  on  a  fquare  marble  compartment : 
To  the  Memory  of  Anokcw  Wood,  M.  A, 
Redlor  of  this  church. 
Born  22th    May,    1715. 
Inducted  9th  of  September,  1770. 
Interred, 
Amidft  the  tears  of  bis  partfluoners, 
I5di  of  March,  1772* 
This  monument  of  dieir  efteem, 
affeftion,  and  gratitude. 
Was  ereAed  by  the  people  of  Gate&Dad. 
Mr.  Wood  was  buried  in  th«  chdr,  where  his  at- 
chievement  ftiti  remains. 

Befides 
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Belides  bis,  there  are  alio  thofe  of  redors  Sbaftoe 
and  Lambe  remaining  in  the  choir. 

lo  the  church-yard,  at  the  eaft  end,  (lands  a  mobu* 
nient,  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Robert  Trollop,  for 
the  place  of  his  interment.  He  was  the  architeft  of 
the  Exchange  and  Town-court  of  Newcaftle. 

There  is  a  faint  traditionary  account,  which  I  do 
not  much  credit  (fays  Mr.  Brand)  that  there  flood 
formerly  a  ftatue  of  the  faid  Robert  Trollop,  on  the 
north  fide  of  it,  pointing  to  the  town-court  of  New- 
caftle, and  underneath  tne  following  lines  : 

«*  Here  lies  Robert  Trollop, 
Who  made  yon  ftones  roll  up  ; 
When  death  took  his  foul  up. 
His  body  fill'd  this  hole  up.*' 

The  monument  is  ••  ftrewed  with  manj  a  hoi/ 
text."* 

There  were  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Bailey, 
buried  in  this  church-yard,  the  one  a  clergyman  and 
the  other  a  painter,  upon  whom  was  put  a  fulfome 
epitaph.  But  one  Moody  a  quaker  coming  pad,  is 
faid  to  have,  with  chalk,  wrote  as  underneath, 
Here  lie  a  painter  and  a  pricft, 
And  all  the  refl  is  but  a  jeft. 

ReSlors  aud  Curates  ofGateJljead. 

In  the  king's  books  this  redory  is  valued  at  2^1. 
13s.  4d. 

Yearly 

*  It  is  rather  a  curious  circuxnftance,  tliat  a  rule  for  archite^ore» 
of  folid  brafs,  very  long,  and  ponderous,  with  xnanf  geometrical 
lines  upon  it,  infcribed  with  the  name  of  Robert  Trollop,  dated 
the  very  year  when  the  Exchange  was  built,  is  at  prcfcnt  in  the 
poffeffion  of  William  TumbuU  in  the  Cuftoin-boure.-*-For  fur- 
ther account  of  Mr.  Trollop,  fee  pages  199  and  2cc* 
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Yearly  tenths  aL  15s.  4d.  fynodals  2s. 

A  peafion  of  2I.  13s.  4d.  is  paid  yearly  out  of  this 
iKirftmage  to  the  fchool  of  Houghton-le*Springi 
granted  by  J*  Heath  of  Kepycr^  efq. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  Patron 
bi(hop  of  Durham. 

The  flames  of  thefe  ecclefiaftics  who  have  prefided 
itt  facris,  in  Gatefhead,  are  diftindly  recorded  from  a 
very  remote  period. 

One  Robertus  was  rcdor  anno  1275. 

Henricus  Maufelot  132:*. 

But  we  will  readily  be  excufed  from  giving  a  de- 
tail of  the  names  of  thefe  gentlemen  ;  and  as  nothing 
lingular  is  recorded  concerning  them,  we  (hall  come 
down  to  more  modern  times  and  name  a  few. 

William  Lambe,  A.  M.  reftor  1733.  vicar  of  Chef-* 
ter-leftreet,  died  ac  Gatelhead  May  29,  1769,  and 
was  buried  in  the  choir. 

Mr.  George  Stevenfon,  removed  to  St.  Andrews. 

Mr.  Bufby  curate  and  fchool-mafter,  removed  to 
Hexham. 

Andrew  Wood,  A.  M.  redor,  1769,  of  Baliol  col- 
lege, Oxford,  redor  of  Darlington,  and  chaplain  ia 
ordinary  to  the  king.  He  died  of  a  fever  March  13, 
1772,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir.  Mr.  Wood  was 
reputed  to  be  one  of  the  moft  learned  and  eloquent 
preachers  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived ;  and  left  a 
choice  coUedion  of  rare  and  valuable  books,  which 
wereeagerly  purchafed  by  all  lovers  of  literature. 

Richard  Fawcett,  D.  D.  rcdlor.  Vicar  of  New- 
caftle,  collated,  in  1772  to  the  redory  of  Gateihead. 
He  was  a  fine  reafoner,  and  an  able  defender  of  the 
teoeu  of  Chriilianity. 

John  Falcor,  A.  B.  curate  and  fchoolmafter. 

3  Z  Auguft 
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Auguft  13,  1782,  Robert  Thorp,  A.  M.  was  irr- 
duftcd  to  this  reftory,  vacant  by  the  dteath  of  Dr. 
Fawcett.  He  was  lately  tratiflated  to  the  reftory  of 
Ryton,  in  the  county  of  Darham. 

Dr.  Thorp  is  one  of  the  moft  learned  and  ingeni- 
ous mathematicians  of  the  age.  He  garc  the  world 
lately,  a  noble  tranftation  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Prth- 
cipia,  and  other  geometrical  work^,  written  in  latin. 
This  gentleman  enjoys  the  pofleffion  of  two  places^ 
(as  archdeacon  of  Northumberland  and  redof  of  Ry- 
ton) that  give  him  the  authority  of  a  truftee  in  Dr. 
ITiomlinfon's  library;  (fee  page  309).  Why  the 
trAnflator  of  fuch  a  man  as  Newton,  who  looked  on 
knowledge  as  the  chief  good,  Ihould  negatively  ap- 
prove of  the  with-holding  the  regulations  of  that  K- 
brary,  and  allow  it  to  be  almoft  inaccelBble,  muft 
remain  amongft  the  mji/leries  of  the  orthoddx. 

Robert  Piofler,  D.  D.  fuccecdcd  Dr.  Thorp  in  the 
reftory  of  GatcJliead.  He  is  a  moft  valuable  charac- 
ter, an  excellent  preacher,  and  a  good  man.  He 
preached,  in  the  year  1801,  a  faft  fcrmon,  by  defire^ 
it  is  faid,  of  the  prefent  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
before  the  houfc  of  commons,  from  Rev.  iii.  19.  Whont 
I  love  I  rebuke  and  ch often  ;  he  zealous  and  repent. — 
It  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  compofition,  and  replete  with 
temperate  zeal  for  piety,  and  a  reform  of  the  dillblute 
manners  of  the  age.  Yet  this  firm  ffipporter  of  or- 
thodoxy can  hold  a  fituation  that  gives  him  alfo  power 
in  fuch  a  noble  library  as  that  of  his  late  worthy  bro- 
ther. Dr.  Thomlinfon,  and  make  nb  efforts  to  prove 
the  fiiicerity  of  his  love  fbr  learning,  and  the  confe*- 
quent  reformation  of  mankind,  by  more  regularly 
having  it  open. 

Cbarity 
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Charity  School, 

This  fchool  was  founded  by  Theophilus  Pickering, 
S.  T.  P.  redor  of  Gatefliead,  January  8,  1701.  Its 
lite  is  in  Gatelhead  church-yard,  on  a  fpot  of  ground 
called  the  Anchorage.  This  term  is  probably  cor- 
rupted from  ancboritage^  or  hermitage^  the  refidence, 
probably,  of  a  hermit  or  anchorite  there.  We  are 
afllired  there  was  a  hermitage  upon  Tyne-bridgc. 

This  ooble  attention  to  the  in  (I  ruction  of  future 
generations,  by  good  Mr.  Pickering,  was  founded 
upon  a  deed  of  gift,  dated  January  2,  1701,  By  this 
he  left  the  fum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  purchafe 
feme  rent-charge^  or  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
land,  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  a  free- fchool, 
in  the  parifli  of  Gateftiead,  at  the  Anchorage,  adjoin* 
ing  to  the  church.  The  matter  to  be  chofen  by  the 
redor  of  that  church,  and  to  teach  all  the  children 
of  the  parifh  of  Gatefliead  the  latin  and  greek  tongues, 
as  alfo  to  write  and  cad  up  accounts,  and  alfo  the  art 
of  navigation,  or  plain  failing. 

Thomas  Stephenfon  left  to  the  ufe  of  the  charity 
founded  by  Dr.  Pickering  forty  ihiyings  per  annum, 
alfo  other  forty  fbillings  per  annum,  both  payable  out 
of  a  (hop  on  Tyne-bridge. 

The  prefent  mafter  is  the  Rev.  John  Falcon,  A.  B. 

Mr.  Woodhoufe,  ufher. 

There  is  a  new  chapel  for  diffenters  in  Gatelhead, 
weft  froQi  the  he^d  of  the  Bottle-bank.  It  was 
opened  A.  D.  1786.  The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Connel  is  the 
prefent  pallor  to  that  congregation. 

St.  Edmunds  Hofpitcd. 

This  beautiful  olJ  chapel,  from  the  ftyle  of  its  ar« 

chite<Slure^  cannot  be  older  tban  th«  reign  of  kin? 

3  Z  2  Henry 


54^ fmpartiat  jptflorg  of 

Henry  III.  and  it  is  obfervabll  that  the  long  flips  of 
windows  are  fimilar  to  thofe  at  the  end  of  Tinmouth 
monaftery,  and  thofe  in  the  Temple  church  in 
London. 

It  (lands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  high  ftrcct,  diftant 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  bridge  end.  The  weft 
end  of  it  is  handfomely  ornamented  with  a  number  of 
pointed  arches,  and  niches,  though  the  infide  fccms 
remarkably  plain.  It  confifts  of  a  (ingle  aifle  twenty 
one  paces  broad  by  twenty  fix  long.  Some  fteps 
at  the  eaft  end,  leading  to  the  altar,  are  ftill  remain, 
ing  :  near  them  is  a  grave  ftone,  on  which  is  cut  a 
crofs  fimilar  to  that  in  the  jamb  of  the  church-door  at 
Jarrow  :  it  has  alfo  the  marks  of  an  inlaid  border 
about  it,  but  the  brafs  is  gone.  The  arches  of  the 
windows,  except  thofe  on  the  eaft  and  weft  ends, 
which  are  entirely  painted,  are  round  within,  and 
pointed  on  the  outfide.  A  remarkable  ornament  is 
mounted  on  its  weft  end,  on  a  flender  rod,  being  a 
fmall  circle  chec(uered  by  feveral  bars  croffing  each 
other  at  right  angles. 

The  hofpital  in  Gatelhead  dedicated  to  St  Edmund 
and  St.  Cuthbert  was  founded  in  the  year  1248  by 
Nicholas  Farnham,  bilhop  of  Durham. 

It  was  originally  intended  for  four  chaplains  or 
|>riefts,  who  were  to  eat  at  the  fame  table,  and  fleep 
in  the  fame  chamber,  one  whereof  was  to  be  mafter^ 
from  whom  the  other  three  were  to  receive  twenty 
(hillings  annually. 

The  bilhop  gave,  them  the  whole  village  of  Ulkif- 
tan,  the  old  lordftiip  of  Gatefliead,  with  the  wood  of 
Benehara ,  and  twenty  nine  acres  of  land. 

Anno  1192  St.  Edmund's  Hofpital,  after  dedudion 
of  neceflary  expenccs,  appears  to  have  had  a  clear 
yearly  revenue  of  eighteen  pounds, 

A 


Betscaftle  upon  C^ne.  549 

A  number  of  rich  donations,  legacies,  &c.  were 
conferred  on  this  hofpital  of  St.  Edmund  which  we 
have  no  room  to  record. 

A.  D.  1548,  itfliared  the  fate  of  other  religious 
foundations,  by  the  all-rapacious  hand  of  Henry  VIII. 
Since  which  period  it  gradually  declined,  till  ar- 
rived at  the  ruinous  ilate  in  which  it  is  at  prefent. 
King  James  VI.  indeed  attempted  by  letters  to  re- 
found  the  hofpital  of  Gatelhead  ;  but  it  never  rofe  to 
its  former  condition  of  opulence,  but  imperceptibly 
decayed. 

Adjoining  almoft  to  this  venerable  ruin  was  a  Ca- 
tholic chapel,  which  out  of  a  mifguided  zeal,  was  fee 
on  fire,  when  the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  marching 
down  Gatefliead  with  his  army  anno  1745  againft  the 
rebels.  It  is  faid  his  royal  highnefs  was  greatly  of- 
fended at  the  fight.  The  Catholic  chapel  was  in  a 
manfion-houfe  near  to  this,  the  ruins  of  which  are 
feen  from  all  diredions.  The  fite  of  this  houfe,  with 
its  offices  and  gardens,  occupied  about  two  acres  and 
a  half  of  land.  This,  probably  was  Mr.  Riddle's 
houfe  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Bourne* 

CbapelofSi.EdmundrsHoJpUah 
The  chapel  of  this  hofpital,  fituated  on  the  call 
fide,  and  almoll  clofe  to  the  road  leading  from  Neve- 
caftle  to  Durham,  a  little  before  we  arrive  at  the  firft 
mile  (lone,  was  difufed  as  to  public  fervice  being  per- 
formed in  it  while  Mr.  Lambe  was  matter :  this  rec- 
tor comprifed  a  matter  in  difpute  between  himfelf 
and  fome  of  bis  parifliioners,  who  dilapproved  of  this 
ccflation  of  duty,  by  preaching  a  fermon  in  lieu 
thereof  every  afternoon  at  the  paridi  church.  The 
bmt  redor,  after  allowing  a  fmall  yearly  income  to 

the 
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the  brethren  to  find  them  lodgings,  pulled  down  their 
refpedive  houfts  which  flood  very  near  the  .chapel. 

Mr.  Wood,  the  fucceeding  redor,  obliged  his  pre- 
deceflbr's  widow  and  adminiftratrix  to  pay  him  (it 
would  have  been  more  charity  to  have  paid  the  un- 
houfed  poor  bedemen)  300I.  for  the  dilapidations  of 
this  hofpital,  on  which  he  executed  to  her  a  general 
releafe.  Dr.  Fawcett,  anno  1780,  put  the  chapel  into 
repair  and  covered  it  with  red  tiles  ;  but  it  dill  is  un- 
employed for  rehgious  fervices. 

On  a  late  vifit,  (fays  Mr,  Brand  rather  merrily)  to 
this  defecrated  place,  I  found  cocks  and  hens  roofting 
on  the  fides  of  the  pulpit !  On  the  north  was  a  board 
put  up  infcribed  **  the  fhipwrights  pew  in  Newcaftle/' 
One  of  the  ornaments  of  the  altar  piece  has  been 
converted  to  a  very  wbimfical  purpofe  :  the  prefent 
tenant's  wife  makes  ufe  of  this  truly  frightful  figure 
of  a  mutilated  cherub,  to  frighten  her  refradory  chil- 
dren into  order  and  good  behaviour  ;  the  fight  of  this 
piece  of  fculpture,  which  (he  calls  "  tbe  awd  aogcl,'' 
never  fails  (as, well  it  may)  to  procure  inftantaneous 
filcnce. 

The  little  arch  by  way  of  fteeple,  which  ftill  re- 
mains upon  the  chapel,  is  of  th«  model,  aod  probably 
of  the  fame,  date,  witU  that  of  the  prefent  grammar 
fchool  of  Newcallle. 

Charity  Houfe. 

Anno  Domini  1731^. an  alms-houfe  was  built  in 
Gateiliead,  oppofite  to  theToU-booth,  (now  removed) 
by  tbe  truftecs  appointed  in  the  latt  will  of  Mr.  Tbo. 
To  well,  of  Newcaftle  j  who  bequeathed  all  his  edate, 
real  and  perfonal,  for  that  purpofe. 

The 
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The  following  infcription  is  cut  on  a  ftone  dver  the 
doom  ;  **  This  aln^s-houfe  was  built  at  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Thonrias  Powell,  late  of  Newcaftle,  who  by  his 
laft  will.and.teftament,  did  leave  and  bequeath  all  his 
eftate,  real  and  perfonal,  towards  the  purchafing  and 
building  the  faid  houfe,  and  appointing  Charles  Jur- 
don,  George  Suttees,  William  Stevenfon  truftees, 

The  poor  are  treated  with  humanity  and  tendernefs. 
Laft  year  (1801)  during  the  great  preflure,  a  part  of 
it  was  employed  for  diftributing  foup,  which  proved 
a  great  relief  to  many  poor  houfeholders. 

We  (hall  (hortly  take  a  general  view  of  the  borough 
of  Gatefhead,  and  of  its  prefent  ftate. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  it  bears  evident 
marks  of  having  been  a  place  of  great  antiquity  ;  but 
it  has  been  the  infelicity  of  this  place,  to  have  been 
a  kind  of  property  of  the  prelates  of  Durham,  for 
many  centuries.  And  as  thefe  gentlemen  wear  this 
**  warm  watch-coat"  (the  biflioprick,  viz.)  for  their 
own  natural  lives  only,  they  have  (and  who  would 
not?}  uniformly  derived  as  much  emolument  from  it, 
for  their  families  intereft,  as  they  poffibly  could. 
This,  however  advantageous  to  themfelves,  has  check- 
ed a  fpirit  of  induftry  and  adivity  in  thofe  who  hold 
tenures  of  dean  and  chapter  lands,  houfes,  &c.  Hence 
we  find  that  in  the  year  1555  Cuthbert  Turnbull, 
bifliop  of  Durham  demiied  (no  body  will  doubt  but 
for  a  very  valuable  confideration)tbe  Salt-meadows,  a 
large  trad  of  fine  land  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the  Ty  ne, 
about  half  a  mile  down  from  Hill-gate,  to  the  mayor 
and  burgeflesof  Newcaftle  uponTyne,  for  450  years, 
at  an  annual  rent  of  ol.  4s.  as  aHb  the  toil  there 

at 
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at  4U  6$:  her  annum*    This  leafe  was  confirmed  by 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Durham,  March  22«  1555. 

There  is  prcferved  in  the  archives  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  ''An  account  of  the 
Salt  Meadows  in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  be* 
longing  to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne/'  taken  fo  late  as  17x4.  In  all,  eigbty*three 
acres  and  fix  perches. 

Anno  1582,  Richard,  bifiiop  of  Durham,  granted 
a  leafe  of  the  manors  of  Gatefhead  and  Whickham 
to  queen  Elizabeth,  for  feventy-nine  years ;  which 
was,  by  the  fame  prelate,  extended  afterwards  to 
ninety-nine  years. 

Next  year,  1583,  queen  Elizabeth  made  anafiign-> 
mcnt  to  Henry  Anderfon  and  Wm.  Selby,  magiftrates 
of  Newcaftle,  of  two  terms  of  the  above  manors. 

Strype  tella  us,  that,  upon  bifliop  Barnes  firit  com*> 
ing  to  Durham,  he  had  a  great  conieft  with  bifhop 
Pilkington^s  widow  for  dilapidations :  but  being  a 
Ihort  time  fettled,  he  began  to  plunder  his  fee;  by 
alienating  all  he  could  from  it,  and  felling  long  leafes 
to  queen  Elizabeth  of  feveral  manors,  amongft  which 
was  Gatefliead,  with  all  the  manors,  coal-pits,  and 
coal-mines,  in  Gateftiead  and  Whickham,  with  the 
commons,  waftes.  &c.  Thefc  the  queen  gave  to  the 
earl  of  Leicefter,  who  fold  his  right  to  Thos.  Sutton, 
founder  of  the  cbarter-houfe,  in  London ;  and  he 
conveyed  his  intereft  therein  to  the  mayor  and  bur- 
gefles of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  for  12, cool.  Annah^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  432. 

Gardiner,  in  his  England's  Grievances,  gives  the 
fame  account  of  this  bafe  tranfadion. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  Gatcf- 
head  have  been  transferred,  as  property^  by  defpots, 

royal. 
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royal,  pontiBcal,  and  magiilerial,  aa  the  petty  tyrants 
of  Ruffia  fell  their  raflals,  who  are  on  their  lands, 
along  with  the  lands  themfelves.  How  then  can  we 
wonder  that  Gateftiead  has  not  made  an  addition  of 
a  fingle  inhabitant  to  its  number  for  two  centuries 
paft? 

Anno  X594,  Toby  Matthew,  bilhop  of  Durham, 
granted  a  charter,  for  the  incorporation  of  feveral 
trades  in  Gate(head. 

Anno  1661,  John  Cofins,  bifhop  of  Durham,  incor* 
porated,  at  their  own  requeft,  the  drapers,  tayiors, 
mercers,  hardwaremen,  coopers,  and  chandlers^  of 
Gatefhead.  Their  charter  of  incorporation  obliged 
them  to  fell  any  perfon  the  freedom  of  their  commu- 
nity who  fliould  produce  an  indenture  that  he  had 
ferved  an  apprenticelhip  in  any  other  part,  on  the 
payment  of  ten  ppunds  to  this  fociety  ;  with  a  like 
fum  (that  mud  not  be  omitted)  to  the  bilhop  of 
Durham. 

They  were  to  choofe  three  wardens  annually,  keep 
a  clerk,  a  cheft  with  two  keys,  and  a  common  feal, 
called  •'  The  feal  of  the  wardens  and  commonalty  of 
drapers,  taylors,  Stc.  within  the  borough  of  Gatef- 
head.'* 

'Riere  is  an  extend ve  common  belonging  to  the 
freemen  and  freeholders  in  Gateftiead.  Part  of  it, 
which  lies  fouthward,  towards  Aydon-banks,  is  moor- 
iib  and  rocky ;  but  lower  down,  where  it  borders 
upon  the  confines  of  Lameiley  parifli,  and  down  by 
Darwent-crook,  there  is  fome  good  and  valuable  land. 
No  freeholder,  although  he  may  poflefs  feveral  free- 
holds, can  have  more  than  one  flint, — one  for  one  fa- 
mily only,— whilft  milk  can  fcarcely  be  got  to  feed  the 
poor !  Such  are  the  natural  effe^s  of  incorporations. 

4  A  Anno 
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Anno  1734,  fome  difpiites  arofe  in  this  borough; 
the  burgefles  and  freemen  whereof,  by  cuftom  imme* 
Riorial,  have  had  a  right  of  common,  of  pafturage,  on 
Gateihead-Fell ;  the  ftewards,  and  before  them  the 
churchwardens  of  Gate(head,  for  feveral  years  paft, 
granted  leafes,  to  eredl  cottages  on  the  faid  Fell,  re- 
ferving  to  themfelves  an  annual  rent  for  damages  of 
the  foil.  The  lord  of  the  manor,  who  claimed  the 
royalty  of  the  faid  Fell,  received  in  right  thereof, 
from  the  cottagers,  the  fame  fums  as  they  paid  to  the 
borough  J  and  had  alfo  granted  fimilar  leafes  for  the 
erection  of  the  like  buildings.  It  was  agreed  upon 
by  both  parties,  to  refer  the  matter  to  council,  bow 
they  might  beft  afcertain  and  preferve  their  refpedivc 
rights  for  the  future. 

In  Gatefbead-Fell  are  many  quarries,  for  grind- 
ftones,  firc'ftones,  and  flags,  vail  quantities  of  which 
are  exported. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  fuccinft  account  of  the  an- 
cient borough  of  Gatefhead,  co-eval,  probablys  with 
Newcaftle  itfelf.  But  it  muft  pain  a  feeling  mind  to 
fee  a  large. place  fo  delightfully  and  advantageoufly 
fituated,  making  but  little  progrefs  in  bufinefs  ;  nay, 
we  are  afllired  that  in  Pipewell-gate  and  Hill-gate, 
where,  but  a  few  years  ago  there  were  many  tallow- 
chandlers,  a  fugar-houfe,  &c.  nothing  of  the  kind  is 
now  to  be  found  I  It  mull  mortify  the  worthy  and 
induftrious  inhabitants,  to  fee  their  goods  pafs  their 
doors  in  waggons  to  be  carried  over  the  bridge  ta 
Newcaftle,  unloaded,  and  re-loaded  in  carts,  &c.  to 
be  brought,  at  a  frelh  expence^  back  again  to  Gatef- 
head. 

It  might  naturally  have  been  thought  that  as  the 
riyer  Tyne  is  much  deeper  below  the  bridge  on  the 
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fouth  fide,  than  at  Ncwcaftle  quay,  that  the  corpora- 
tion, who  in  general  are  pretty  lynx-eyed  in  perceiv- 
ing their  own  intereft,  would  have  run  a  quay  down^ 
by  Hill.gate,  with  proper  wharfs,  which  not  only 
would  have  enriched  the  inhabitants  of  GateC- 
head,  but  would  have  added  greatly  to  the  annual  re^ 
venues  of  Newcadle.  But  a  corporation,  who  could 
petition  parliament  to  prohibit  the  people  of  Sunder-* 
land  fiom  deepening  and  improving  tbeir  own  river 
Wear,  are  not  to  furprize  us  if  they  hanipcr  and  dif- 
trefs  their  neighbouring  people  of  Gateihead,  all 
in  their  power.  Grammarians  tell  us  that  there  are 
two  adjedtive  latin  pronouns,  meum  and  tuum^  (mine 
and  thine}  and  however  little  the  gentlemen  of  the 
corporation  trouble  their  heads  with  languages,  yet, 
to  a  man*  they  all  perfeAly  know  the  meaning  of  the 
firji  of  thefe,  and  fufier  the  people  of  Gate(head  to 
continue  the  laft — the  bed  way  they  can. 

In  a  fine  day,  a  walk  from  the  bridge,  to  the  head 
of  the  high  ftreet,  which  terminates  with  Mr-  Falla's 
delightful  gairdens,  gives  us  the  mod  charming;  prof- 
pedl  ia  all  directions. 

We  bad  almoft  omitted  mentioning,  that  in  the 
year  1 772,  a  temporary  poft-office  (as  it  was  origi* 
nally  intended  to  have  been)  was  ereAed  at  Gate£- 
head  till  Tyne-bridge  could  be  rebuilt ;  but  it  was^ 
found  fo  convenient  for  the  borough  and  adjacent 
parts  of  the  country  that  it  continues  ftiU,  and  likely 
wilU 

THE  RIVER  TYNE. 

This  truly  noble  river,  is  ever  beheld  by  the  eye 
of  the  traveller,  with  complacency  and  delight ;  but 
to  the  inhabiunts  of  Newcaftle,  it  has  additional 
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charms,  unkaown  to  (Irangers,  as  it  i$  the  grand 
vehicle  and  organ  of  all  their  conveniences,  wealthy 
and  importance. 

The  matters  of  the  world  might -bead  of  their  Ty- 
ber,  the  Egyptians  of  their  Nile,  the  Indians  of  their 
Ganges ;  but  the  Tyne,  in  point  of  real  utility  to  the 
country,  yields  the  palm  of  renown  to  none  of 
thefe,  however  celebrated  in  ftory,  or  diftinguifhed  in 
fong,  as  it  carries  on  its  furface^  daily,  probably  more 
genuine  riches,  than  almoft  any  other  river  on  the 
globe.  And  if  it  does  not,  like  Padolus,  flow  on 
golden  fands,  it  bears  along  its  dreams  what  produces 
large  fums  of  that  precious  metal. 

About  the  etymology  of  its  name  of  Tyne,  we  will 
not  occupy  the  attention  of  our  readers.  It  is  of  lit- 
tle confequence  were  it  even  afcertained  with  more 
precifion,  than  it  has  been,  by  antiquarians.  We  ihall 
dired  their  attention  to  its  ufefulnefs,  its  windings,  its 
harbours,  and  the  adjacent  towns  and  buildings  on  its 
banks  and  fhores.  From  Sparhawk  at  its  mouth,  , 
the  tide  flows  to  Hedwin  Streams,  above  Newbura, 

This  river  yifes  from  different  fources ;  fome  of 
them  about  fixty  miles  to  the  north- weft  of  Newcaf* 
tie ;  and  from  thence,  to  its  fall  into  the  German 
Ocean,  about  ten  miles.  But  if  we  meafure  by  the 
windings  of  the  river,  it  will  be  more,  in  both  direc- 
tions. The  channel  betwixt  Newcaftle  and  Tm*. 
mouth,  is  of  a  very  different  width  and  depth,  fo  that 
the  tide  is  more  rapid  in  fome  places  than  othen. 
The  entrance  into  the  harbour  at  the  Low-lights  is 
very  narrow  ;  but  the  channel  forms  into  a  fine  large 
bafon  for  the  whole  length  of  Shields,  capable  of 
holding  above  2,000  fail  of  large  (hips.  Above  which, 
the  tide  fpreads  over  the  extenfive  flats  of  Jarrow 
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flake  ;  and  then,  for  a  great  length,  forms  a  remar* 
ka1)ly  fine,  broad,  and  deep  pool  called  the  Long- 
reach,  all  which  contain  an  immenfe  quantity  of  wa-^ 
ter.  After  this,  the  tide  is  obftruded,  by  feveral 
windings  and  narrow  places  in  the  channel  till  it 
comes  within  a  mile  of  Newcaftle,  where  it  runs  in  an 
open  and  wide  pool,  till  it  flows  about  two  miles 
above  the  town,  when  it  is  a  good  deal  intercepted  in 
its  courfe,  by  a  large  ifland,  confiding  of  many  acres, 
called  the  King's  Meadows ;  after  flowing  round  this 
ifland  by  two  narrow  channels,  and  through  feveral 
beautiful  windings,  it  rifes  a  little  above  the  village  of 
Newburn ;  in  all  about  feven  or  eight  miles  above  ' 
Newcaftle. 

The  tides  commonly  flow  about  four  hours  and  a 
half,  and  ebb  about  feven  hours  and  a  half  at  New- 
caftle bridge.  The  perpendicular  rife  of  the  river 
here,  in  a  fpring  tide,  will  fometimes  be  about  eleven 
or  twelve,  and  at  Tinmouth-bar,  about  eighteen 
,feet :  but  thofe  circumftances  vary  greatly  from  the 
different  winds  and  different  quantities  of  frefh  water 
in  the  river :  in  a  north-wefterly  wind,  fometimes 
fcarcely  half  fo  high  :  and  in  fome  of  our  great  land- 
floods,  the  tide  has  not  fufiicient  force  to  ftem  and 
tarn  the  current,  which  will  fet  downwards  during 
the  whole  fwell  of  the  tide. — RotberanCs  Pbilofopbu 
ccd  Inquiry  into  tbc  nature  and  property  of  water ^  p. 
114. 

At  Tinmouth-bar,  fays  an  account  in  Dr.  Ellifon's 
coUedions,  given  by  Mr.  R.  Reed,  one  of  the  Trinity* 
niafters  about  the  year  1700,  is  a  ridge  of  fand  which 
lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tyne  :  the  depth  of 
water  is  different,  as  to  fpring  and  neap  tides ;  on 
which  there  is  at  higheft,  or  fpring  tides,  21,  22,  and 
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23  feet,  at  high  water ;  and  upon  low  or  neap  tides 
16,  1 7,  and  1 8  feet  at  high  water.  I  fet  thefe  depths, 
they  being  the  ufual  depths,  unlefs  freflies  or  floods  of 
rain  or  change  of  winds  will  make  a  foot  or  two,  more 
or  leis.  The  tides  rife  upon  a  fpring  16  or  17  feet, 
and  upon  a  neap  eight  or  nine  feet. 

The  Sparhawk  is  at  prefent  a  fand,  though  it  is 
faid  to  be  a  rock,  at  the  depth  of  four  feet.    ''  1  went 
off  to  fea  in  a  boat,*'  fays  Mr.  Brand,  anso  1 780,  *^  to 
ibund  and  make  obfervations  on  this  ancient  bounda* 
ry»    It  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Spanifit 
fori,  near  Tinmouth-caftle,    It  is  nearly  of  the  ihape 
gI  a  crefcent,  one  point  of  which  is  direded  towards 
Prior's  haven,  and  the  other  towards  the  bar.  >  It  had 
then  four  feet  of  water  upon  it,  but  the  tide  was 
lifen  confiderably.     N.  B.   The  dire£tioQ  for  being 
paft  the  bar  into  the  fea  is,  when  a  full  view  is  gained 
of  Cullercoats."    BramTi  Hift.  vol.  i .  p»  j6. — Note. 
As  this  noble  river  abounded  with  fifberies^  we  need 
not  wbnder  that  the  lords  of  manors  on  both  fides  of 
the  Tyne  put  in  claims  for  exclufive  pofleffion  of  its  ^ 
royalty. 

Records  ol  dates  of  William  Rufus,  Henry  I.  and 
Henry  ll.'s  reigns  afcertain  the  river  Tyne  to  have 
been  the  ancient  boundary  between  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  and   the  biihoprick  of  Durham ; 
and  that  from  Stanly*burn  to  Tinmouth,  a  moiety 
(or  half)  of  the  water  thereof,  on  the  fouth,  belonged 
to  St.  Cuthbertt  and  the  fee  of  Durham ;  that  another 
moiety   thereof,   on  the  north,  appertained   to  the 
county  of  Northumberland ;    and.  that  the  third  or 
middle  divifion  was  common  and  free :   the  whole  is 
to  be'  meafured  at  high  tide. 

A. 
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A.  D.  13Q3,  the  king  confirmed  to  the  bifliop  of 
Durhftfn  his  moieties  of  the  waters  of  the  Tync  and 
Tecs,  with  power  to  unload  and  load  coals,  merchan* 
dize,  &c.  without  hindrance  or  moleftation  from  the 
men  of  Newcaftle. 

A.  D.  14x4,  a  third  part  of  the  river  Tyne,  and  of 
the  bridge  at  Newcaftle,  was  afcertained  to  belong  to 
the  bifhop  of  Durham. 

But,  upon  an  inquifition  taken  in  the  year  1447, 
it  was  found  that  the  river  Tyne,  and  the  foil  thereof^ 
from  the  place  called  Sparhawk,  in  the  fea,  to  Hed. 
win  Streams,  belonged,  under  the  crown,  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne, 

Bourne  fays,  **  By  an  inquifition,  4^h  of  January* 
25th  Henry  VI.  the  jury,  upon  their  oaths,  found 
that,  time  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  the  town  of 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  had  and  held  of  our  fovereign 
lord  the  king,  and  all  his  predeceflors,  as  burgefles  of 
the  faid  town,  (when  there  was  no  mayor)  the  faid 
town  and  water  of  Tyne,  and  the  foil  of  the  faid  water 
of  Tyne,  wherever  it  was  covered,  from  a  place  called 
Sparhawk,  in  the  fea,  unto  a  place  called  Hedwin 
Streams,''  &c. 

A.  D.  1454,  the  king  granted  the  confervatorlhip 
of  the  river  Tyne,  from  Sparhawk  to  Hedwin  Screams, 
to  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

A.  D.  1530.  the  conferva torftiip  of  the  river  Tyne 
was  confirmed  to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  New** 
caftle,  by.  an  ad  of  parliament,  prohibiting  the  fiiip- 
ping,  loading,  or  unloading  of  any  goods  to  be  fold, 
into,  or  from  any  ihip,  at  any  place  within  the  limits 
of  Sparhawk,  and  the  Hedwin  Streams,  but  only  at 
the  town  aforefaid ;  and  impowering  the  mayor,  bur- 
gefleSy  and  commonalty,  of  that  town^  and  their  fuc 
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fors,  to  pull  doM'n  all  wears,  gores,  and  engines,  that 
Ihould  be  made  in  the  river,  to  the  great  obflruftion 
of  the  navigation  thereof  between  the  places  afore- 
faid. 

A.  D.  1547,  all  the  fands  called  fliores,  of  the  river 
Tyne,  were  fettled  on  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  for  the  maintenance  of  that  town,  and 
prefervation  of  the  port  of  Newcaftle. 

A.  D.  1605,  lord  high  admiral,  EflEingham,  made  an 
aflignment  to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  of  the  admiralty  jurifdidion,  within  the 
port  of  that  town,  extending  from  Sparhawk  to 
Hedwin  Streams  with  power  to  hold  a  court  of  ad- 
miralty. 

To  execute  the  office  of  confervator  of  the  river 
Tyne,  a  court  admiral  was  appointed  to  be  held  in 
.the  town  every  Monday,  before  the  recorder  and  al- 
dermen, or  any  three  of  them  ;  alfo,  they  arc  made 
juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  admiralty. 

The  oar  that  has  been  carried  or  placed  before  the 
mayor,  as  an  cnfign  of  authority  in  this  court  of  admi- 
ralty, appears  to  be  of  the  fame  date  with  the  above 
grant. 

Before  this  court  are  brought  all  delinquents  who 
are  found  to  throw  out  ballaft,  dirt,  ftones,  &c.  into 
the  river  Tyne,  and  are,  generally,  feverely  fined. 

But  for  the  conveniency  of  unloading  fliips  of  their 
ballaft,  feveral  ballaft  quays  were  ereifled  OA  both 
fides  of  the  river  ;  and,  anno  1653,  the  corporation 
of  Newcaftle,  for  the  convenience  of  trade,  granted 
that  a  ballaft  ifaore  fhould  ht  eredted  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  river  Tyne,  from  a  place  called  the  Black- 
points,  to  Jarrow  Pans,  capable  of  receiving  ballaft 
for  more  than  fixty  years  to  come. 

September 
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September  9, 1665,  a  leafe  for  a  thoufand  years  was 
granted  by  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
to  Sir  Francis  Anderfon,  of  a  large  parcel  of  ground 
at  Willington,  between  high  and  low  water  mark, 
with  liberty  to  build  quays,  and  call  ballaft,  on  pay. 
roent  of  twopence  for  every  ton. 

It  has  often  excited  the  curiofity  of  ftrangers  to 
know,  why  the  vaft  bounds  of  Jarrow-flake  have  not 
been  banked  in,  and  fo  many  hundreds  of  acres  of 
fine  -land  won  from  the  river.  The  following  account 
refolves  this  queftion.  About  the  year  1640,  Sir 
Charles  Adderly,  and  one  Mr.  Crook,  tenants  to  the 
.  dean  and  chapter  of  Durham,  attempted  to  build  a 
ballafl-fliore  \ipon  Jarrow-flake,  but  were  obftruded 
by  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle,  which  occafionedfe- 
veral  petitions  to  king  Charles  II. 

It  was  tried ,  in  the  court  of  excjiequer,  and  the 
conclufion  was,  •'  that  the  court  were  of  opinion  that 
the  erefting  of  a  ballaft-fhore  at  Jarrow-flake  would 
prove  deftrudive  to  trade  in  general,  dangerous  both 
to  (hipping  and  men*s  lives,  to  raife  the  prices  of  coals, 
to  obftrudl  and  choak  up  the  river  Tyne,  exceed- 
ingly mifchievous  to  the  bar  ofTinmouth-haven.and 
would  greatly  injure  the  town  and  trade  of  New- 
caftle." 

To  keep  a  conftant  watch  over  all  fliips  entering 
the  port,  a  water-bailiff  was  appointed.  His  office  is 
of  great  credit  and  truft.  He  is  to  prevent  all  defaults 
agaiqft  the  haven  and  river  Tyne  ;  to  feize,  to  the  ufc 
of  the  mayor  andburgefles,  all  fuch  merchandizes  as 
are  conveyed  on  fliore  in  fufpeded  places ;  and  to 
look  after,  prcferve,  and  maintain  the  royalties,  privi- 
leges, and  liberties  of  the  port  of  Tyne,  and  is  allowed 
a  deputy  to  afiift  him  in  the  execution  of  his  very  ex* 
4  B  tenfive 
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tcnfive  duty.  He,  like  other  corporation  officers, 
is  fworn  at  bis  admiflion  by  what  he  thinks  and  takes 
as  a  mere  oath  of  office. 

Another  officer,  called  the  quay-mailer,  is  appoint* 
ed  by  the  corporation.  His  duty  is  to  attend  on  the 
quay  or  wharf  there.  He  is  to  prevent  any  damage 
being  done  to  the  quay  j  to  appoint  the  births  or  Ra- 
tions of  fhips;  to  aflcfs  or  rate,  by  the  ton,  fuch  bal- 
lad as  (hall  be  caft,  by  warrant  diredled  to  him,  into 
any  keel  or  boat  upon  the  new  quay,  out  of  the  fliips 
flfutioned  there ;  to  indorfe,  on  the  faid  warrant,  the 
number  of  tons  and  due  calling  of  them,  without  da- 
mage to  the  river ;  after  which  the  faid  warrant  to 
be  returned  into  the  ballad-office.  Mr.  Henfy  Shad- 
forth  is  the  prefent  quay-maftcr. 

The  places  mod  remarkable  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  Tyne,  as  accurately  marked  by  captain  G. 
Collins,  and  dedicated  to  the  Trinity-houfe,  New- 
caftle,  are  the  following : 

St.  Anne's,  Glafshoufe-bridge,  Glafs-houfes,  Red- 
houfe,  St.  PeterVlhore,  Dent's-hole,  St.  Anthony\ 
Bill-point,  Winkomlee-key,  Cofen's-houfe,  Stotspow, 
North-road,  Willington  Ballad-quay,  Howdonpans, 
High-hole,  Flatworth-nefs,  Dirtwich,  North  Shields, 
Salt-pans,  High-light,  Low-light,  Clifford's- fort.Tyne- 
mouth-cadle,  Light- houfe,  Prior's-haven,  Sparhawk. 

South  fide.-. St.  Mary's,  Quays,  South-fhore,  Cole- 
quay,  Friar's-goofe,  Felling  fliore.  Felling-creek,  Cur- 
ton- mill.  Bill-quay,  Hebburn-quay,  Half-way-tree, 
Jarrow,  Jarrow-flake,  South-Shields,  Salt-Pans,  Herd- 
end,  or  Herd-fand, 

But  although  the  Tyne  is  a  fine  navigable  river, 
yet  it  is  not  at  all  times,  and  in  all  parts,  abfolutely 
fafe  for  (hipping.    In   many  parts,  there  arc  large 

beds 
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beds  of  fliifting  land,  which  are  frequently  dangerous. 
The  following  is  a  curious  enumeration  of  thefc 
banks  of  fands:  •*  Byker-fand>  St.  AnthonyVfand, 
Frenchman-fand,  BilUfund,  Elbow-fand,  Jarrow-fand, 
Dirtwich-fand,  Weftoe  land,  Herd-fand,  Weft  pans- 
fand,  and  PriorVhaven." 

But  the  funken  reef  of  frightful  rocks,  nigh  the 
mouth,  of  the  river  on  the  north  fide,  is  dreadfully 
dangerous,  and  prove  frequently  the  deftruftion  of 
many  (liips,  and  of  thellill  more  valuable  lives  of  the 
failors. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  in  agitation,  to  blow  them 
up  with  gun-powder,  and  fo  make  it  one  large  com- 
modious bafon  for  the  (hipping  ;  but  from  year  to 
year,  ihip  after  fhip,  life  after  life,  is  loit,  and  ftill  the 
laudable  enterprize  yanifhcs  in  air  I  To  leffen  the 
number  at  leaft  of  thefe  terrible  difallers,  Mr.  Great- 
head,  (hip-builder  in  South  Shields,  by  the  orders  of 
his  grace  the  prefent  duke  of  Northumberland,  con- 
firu(3ied  a  Life-boat^  of  fuch  buoyant  materials,  that 
in  the  fierceft  ftorms  when  the  fliip  is  di^fhing  to 
pieces,  and  the  wretched  failors  clinging  to  the  cord- 
age, condudled  by  fix  or  eight  refoUue  daring  fellows, 
it  generally  brings  them  all  fafe  on  ihore.  Th^  Hu- 
mane Society  fent  Mr.  Greathead  a  medal,  compli- 
menting him  on  his  admirable  invention.  Another 
has  been  conflrudcd  by  the  fame  artift,  and  fent  to 
Yarmouth,  where,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  it  favcd 
eleven  fine  fellows'  lives.  The  lords  of  the  Admiralty 
have  it  under  confideration  to  grant  Mr.  Greathead 
a  reward  fuitable  to  the  utility  of  the  difcovery. 

The  following  diredions  are  given  for  failing  into 

Tinmouth-haven.     **  Run  along  the  ftiore,  till  you 

come  open  of  the  river's  mouth,  then  bring  the  light- 

4  B  2  houfes 
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houfes  in  a  line,  and  fo  fail  in,  which  will  carry  you 
clear  of  a  fand  bank  called  the  Herd-fand ;  and  a 
rock  called  the  Black-middens,  on  the  north  fide, 
then  you  may  open  the  light  to  the  fouthward. 
When  the  moon  comes  to  the  north-eaft  and  fouth- 
weft,  it  is  high  water  at  Tinmou^\'h2it.'"^fVarburtof]^s 
manufcript  colleSlions. 

We  (hall  now,  in  a  very  brief  manner,  mention 
fome  of  the  moil  particular  places  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tyne.  To  begin  at  Hedwin  Streams.  Hedwin  is  a 
village  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river.  It 
feems  to  have  been  originally  a  Roman  (tation,  from 
its  name,  and  the  Roman  wall  went  clofe  paft  it. 

Ryton  is  a  delightful  village  with  a  fine  church 
fituated  on  an  eminence,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  tlic 
river.  We  fcarcely  would  have  noticed  it  had  it  not 
been  to  obferve,  that  it  had  for  its  redor,  the  cele- 
brated and  learned  Cave,  who  wrote  the  lives  of  the 
fathers,  &c.  And  a  ftill  greater  man  fucceeded  him, 
the  famous  Dr.  Seeker,  who  rofe  to  the  firft  dignity 
in  the  church  of  England,  by  being  elevated  to  the 
Urchbifliopric  of  Canterbury,  and  had  the  honour  to 
chriflen,  marry,  and  crown  king  George  III,  his 
prefcnt  majefty. 

Newburn,  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  New- 
caftle,  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  faiiious  for  a  pro- 
ductive falmon-fifhery,  clofe  by  it.  It  was  here  that 
the  fi'fl  earl  of  Northumberland  was  aflaffinated  in 
the  chv:rch. 

The  other  places  on  both  fides  of  the  river  above 
the  bridge,  we  have  occafionuUy  mcntii.ned,  Lem- 
mmgton.  Bell's  Clofe,  Stella,  Blaydon,  Swalwell,  &c. 

At  (hort  intervals,  on  each  fide  of  the  river  the  eye 
is  delipbr^d  in  feeing  ftaiths,  raanufaftories,  villages, 
arid  gentlemen's  feats,  &c,  At 
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At  Howdon,  there  are  dry-docks  for  building 
fliips  of  almoft  any  fize..  Two  very  large  Indiamen, 
of  near  a  thoufand  tons  each,  are  now  on  the  ilocks. 
At  this  dock,  was  built  the  Argo  of  44  guns,  a  few 
years  ago,  which  has  been  extremely  active  in  the 
fervice.  Here  is  alfo  a  large  covered  ropery,  all  be- 
longing to  the  Meflis.  Hurry. 

On  the  oppofite  fide,  further  down,  is  the  ancient 
monaftery  of 

JARROW. 

This  houfe,  which  was  of  the  benedidline  order, 
was  annexed  to  the  neighbouring  monaftery  of 
Monk-wearmouth.  They  were  both  founded  towards 
the  end  of  the  feveoth  century,  under  the  aufpices  of 
Benedidt  Bifcop,  of  great  eminence  in  his  time,  who 
having  been  a  foldier  in  his  early  youth,  devoted  him- 
felf  to  religion  at  the  age  of  twenty  five  ;  and,  having 
taken  the  tonfure,  became  a  zealous  teacher,  and  as 
it  were,  a  miffionary  of  the  monallic  life.  Benedict 
made  a  voyage  into  France,  and  brought  back  with 
him  ikilful  mafons,  to  build  tiie  church  of  that  abbey, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Roman  architeclure ;  which 
was  fo  fpeedily  accompiiihed,  that  within  a  year  after 
it  began  to  be  built,  it  was  finilhed  anno  681. 

Anno  68i,  the  monaftery  of  Jarrow,  founded  by 
Ccolfrid,  in  honour  of  Paul,  the  teacher  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, began  to  be  built,  under  the  aufpices  of  B>^ne- 
di€t,  and  with  the  approbation  of  king  Ecgfrid. 

The  famous  ecclefiallical  writer,  Bade,  was  born 
of  obfcure  parents,  in  the  vicinity  of  Jarrow,  and 
was,  at  the  age  of  feven  years,  fent  for  his  education 
to  the  monaftery  of  that  place. 

Anno 
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Anno  700,  many  privileges  were  granted  to  the 
joint  nionailerics  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  at  Wear- 
mouth  and  Jar  row,  by  Sergius  pope  of  Rome. 

In  the  year  735,  Bede,  the  great  boaft  of  the  mo- 
naftery  of  St.  Paul,  died,  and  was  buried  firft  at  Jar- 
row,  but  his  body  was  afterwards  removed  to  Dur- 
ham. Bede,  for  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was  a 
prodigy  of,  learning.  He  was  very  tolerably  ac- 
quainted  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  clalfics ;  and  to 
his  unwearied  diligence  we  owe  almoft  our  whole 
knowledge  of  that  dark  and  turbulent  period.  His 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory  is  replete  wi^th  curious  informa- 
tion, and  is  wiitten  in  no  contemptible  latinity. 
For  a  gravity  of  deportment,  and  the  ftrifteft  piety, 
he  got  the  epithet  of  Venerable  at  an  early  period 
of  his  life ;  and  being  canonized  by  the  bi(hop  of 
Rome,  he  was  enrolled  in  the  calendar  of  their 
faints ;  and  probably  as  defervedly  as  mod  of  their 
faintfhips  recorded  there.  He  was  acquainted  with 
poetry,  rhetoric,  logic,  phyfics,  metaphylics;  aftrono- 
my,  mufic,  geometry,  cofmography,  hillory,  philofo- 
phy,  and  divinity..  William  of  Malm(bury  thus 
dravys  his  charader  :  **  He  was  a  mar>,  that  although 
born  in  an  extreme  corner  of  the  world,  yet  the 
light  of  his  learning  fpread  over  all  parts  of  the 
earth.  All  the  hours  which  he  had  to  fpare  from 
the  monaftic  exercifes  of  prayer,  and  fmging  in  the 
choirs  by  day  and  night,  (in  which  he  was  conftaiit 
and  very  devout)  he  moft  diligently  fpent  in  ftudy, 
and  divided  his  whole  time  between  that  and  his 
devotion.  He  was  preceptor  to  Alcuinus,  tutor  to 
Charlemain,  and  Claudius  and  Clemens,  thofe  great 
lights  of  the  church,  and  the  illuftrious  founders  of 
the  univerfitics  of  Paris  and  Pavia.'* 

Like 
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Like  all  men  of  genuine  worth,  he  was  equally 
modeft  as  pious  and  learned.  Henry  of  Huntingdon 
gives  the  following  account  of  his  works,  viz. 

An  incredible  number  of  treatifes  upon  all  parts 
of  the  old  and  new  teftaments,  many  of  which  are 
dill  to  be  found  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford. 

His  ecclefiaftical  hiftory. 

Above  one  hundred  homilies,  and  many  pieces  of 
divinity  and  devotion, 

A  fmall  book,  defcriptive  of  the  Holy  Land. 

A  chronicle  from  the  creation. 

A  book  of  the  writers  of  the  church. 

A  martyrology. 

An  epitome  of  Englifli  hiftory. 

On  the  fituation  and  wonderful  things  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  lives  of  many  holy  men  and  abbots. 

He  died  in  the  yzi  year  of  his  age. 

About  a  mile  weft  of  Jarnow,  there  is  a  well  ftill 
called  Bede's  Well  j  to  which,  as  late  as  the  year 
1 740,  it  was  a  prevailing  cuftom  to  bring  dife^fed 
children ;  a  crooked  pin  was  put  into  the  well, 
which  was  laved  dry  between  each  dipping  of  the 
patient.  But  on  every  midfummer-eve  there  was  a 
great  refort  of  neighbouring  people,  with  bonfires, 
mufic,  and  dancing,  to  St.  Bede's  Well. 

In  the  year  870,  the  Danes,  who  were  particularly 
hoftile  to  all  places  of  wor(hip,  dcftroyed  the  mona- 
ftery  of  Jarrow.  Two  centuries  after,  it  fufFered  a 
frefti  defolation  by  the  royal  barbarian,  William  the 
Conqueror. 

It  was,  after  thefe  difafters,  repaired  and  partly 
rebuilt,  by  grants  both  royal  and  pontifical  j   but 
with  fcarcely  any  appearance  of  its  former  magnifi- 
cence. 
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cence.  This  too  felling  into  decay,  the  chuDch  m/- 
derwtnt  a  thoropgb  repair  in  the  year  1783;  an4  in 
1790  the  following  infcription  on  a  ftonc  was  re- 
moved to  the  .weft  end  of  the  church  of  Janow  : 

*  BASILlCiE   HUSUS 

VETUSTISSIM^ 
?ARS   OCCIDENTALIS 
-  RESTAURATA   EST. 

ANNO    1783. 

Englijhed. 

*'  The  weftern  part  of  this  moil  ancient  churdi 
was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1783." 
.  In  the  veftry,  kept  with  great  care,  is  a  chair  of 
oak,  of  an  antique  form,  that  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  identical  chair  in  which  the  venerable  and  vir^ 
tuous  fiede.fate  and  wrote  mod  of  his  work».  If  io* 
it  muft  be  above  one  thoufand  years  old. 

There  is  a  Angularity  in  the  fituation  of  the  Ileeple 
of  Jarrow  church,  which  we  cannot  omit  noticing; 
it  being  placed  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  building,  in« 
ftead  of  the  weft,  as  ufual 

SHIELDS. 

South  and  North  Shields,  in  their  rapid  progrefs 
in  trade  ^nd  population,  are  ftrong  demonftrations, 
what  great  things  induftry  and  a  fpirit  for  commerce 
can  efied.  South  Shields  was,  in  former  times,  ce-- 
lebrated  chiefly  for  the  great  quantities  of  fait  made 
there.  Thefe  have  been  prodigioufly  leflened  of  late, 
years.  The  ftrect  next  the  river  is  long,  narrow, 
and  incommodious ;  but  within  thefe  few  years  ^bete 

have 
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fiavc  been  great  improvementSi  particularly.,  a  mar* 
ket-place  has  been  built.  It  is  a  fpacious  fquare,  in 
the  centre  of  which  is  a  handfome  building,  for 
public  purpoles.  On  the  fouth  (kle  is  a  laige  and 
commodious  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Hilda,  which' 
is  a  chapelry  of  Jarrow,  it  has  a  fquare  lleeple, 
with  a  peal  of  bells.  There  are  feveral  dry  docks 
for  building  and  repairing  fbips  of  great  burthen. 
Here,  alfo,  are  eight  glafs-houfes.  where  large  quan- 
tities of  that  valuable  branch  of  inanufafture  are 
eonftantly  made ;  viz.  four  for  green  glafs  bottles^ 
three  for  crown  glafs,  and  one  for  flint  glafs.  At 
the  fouth-eaft  end,  called  the  Law,  are  ereAed  fede- 
ral batteries  of  cannon  for  defence  of  the  river. 

Upon  the  late  cenfus  taken  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  South  Shields  was  found  to  contain 
liearly  as  great  a  number  as  any  town  in  the  county. 
In  it,  betides  the  eftablidied  church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wallace  is  redor,  there  are  four  diflenting 
meeting-houfes.  One  confiderably  above  the  Mill* 
dam  is  (we  believe)  under  the  patronage  of  Lady 
Ann  Erikine.  Another,  on  a  ballaft-hill,  of  the 
Burgher- feceder  communion,  Rev.  J.  Tborburn, 
M.  D.  minifter.  On  the  bank-head,  fronting  the 
tiver,  is  a  Beat  chapel  for  diflenters,  Rev.  Jofeph 
Matthews,  minifler.  A  little  lower  down  is  a  large 
one,  with  a  numerous  congregation.  Rev.  Charles 
Tolhack,  minifter.  The  methodifls  have  alfo  a  place 
of  wor(hip  in  South  Shields ;  where  there  is  likewile 
n  theatre.  Meflrs.  Wilfon,  Drydcn,  Maffin,  Lumf- 
den,  &c.  fcboolmafters,  teaclryouth  with  great  fuQ« 
cefs  and  approbation. 

About  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  is  the  village  of 
Weftoe,  which  i$  perhaps  one  of  the  mod  delightful 

4C  and 
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and  charming  places  in  th6  north  of  England,  From 
it  is  a  noble  profped;  of  the  German  Ocean,  and  of 
the  adjacent  country.  The  ftreet  is  wide  and  airy, 
the  houfes  elegant,  and  adorned  with  plea&nt  gar^ 
dens,  flower  plots,  &c.  This  place  is  the  calm  re« 
treat  of  the  wealthy  aikl  fucccfsful  adventurers  by 
fea. 

North  Shields  lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 
The  low  ftreet  there,  too,  is  almoft  equally  incom- 
tnodious  as  that  in  South  Shields.  This  place,  now 
(o  rich,  commercial,  and  important,  in  the  reign  of 
Kdward  I.  contained  or^ly  three  or  four  cottages  for 
as  many  fifhermen.  Indeed,  its  name  imports  that 
it  confifted  only  of  (beds,  or  (hields,  for  the  mifer- 
able  accommodation  of  poor  fifliers  I  At  the  well 
end  of  North  Shields  ftands  Milbarn  Place,  contain^ 
ing  two  parallel  ftreets,  running  from  weft  to  caft, 
while  the  front,  which  looks  towards  the  river,  is 
adorned  with  a  pile  of  beautiful  buildings,  on  an 
elevated  fituation,-  and  enjoys  a  mod  commanding 
profped  for  many  miles  round.  There  are  feveral 
docks  for  building  (hips  of  large  dimenfions,  and 
great  burthep,  in  North  Shields.  The  houfes  on 
both  fides  of  the  low  ftreet  are  one  continued  range 
of  ihops,  richly  ftored  with  every  kind  of  merchan* 
dize.  Numbers  of  oxen  are  ilaugbtefed  here  for  the 
fiiipping,  and  efpeci^dly  for  thofe  in  the  coal  trade, 
which  are  generally  well  vidualled*  At  the  eaft 
ehd  of  North  Shields  is  a  ftrong  fort,  (cabled  Clif- 
ford's Fort)  and,  an  arfenal  for  warlike  ftores.  The^ 
cannon  on  the  battery  are  numerous  and  of  large 
calibrci  and,  lying  almoft  level  with  the  river,  form  a 
powerful  defence  againft  any  hoftile  attempt  to  de- 
flroy  the  flapping  in  the  harbour.    In  Clifford'^  iFort 

is 
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is  the.  tew  light,  which  correfponds  with  a^othet  on 
the  top  of  the  bank».  and  dirctts  (hips  to  cntdr  the 
river  by  the  narrows  ft^itb  fefety. 

Qq  (lie  bwk-bead,  on  a  fine  level. fpacious  ground, 
are  many  good  buildings;  particularly  ©ockwray- 
f<|uave»TfQll>*(<luate,  ^c^  SQntit.Qeiw.ftV^eGs  ar^  alfo 
rapi^  jKiArancidg ;.  an4  if  the  obfevv^.tipn  Df  lord 
Kaimi^i  be  j\ift,'  that  a  vi^w  of  the  ocpafl^  is  tbe  moll 
auguft  in  nature,  the  inhabitants  in  tlte- elevated 
.parts'  of  North  Shie^Ms  completely  enjoy  it.  The 
ipairilh' P))urcb,  which  wi^^bjUt  lately  rebuilt,  iXan^s 
about  half  a  mite  north  of  the  town.  It  is  a  very 
handfome:  edifice,  with  a  fine  peal  pf. bells  in  a 
fquare  fteepk,  and  well  adapted  for  tlie  conve-* 
nience  0f  the  parifliioneis^who  are  .very  numerous. 
There  are  five  diflentiHg  meetings  hioufes.  Ort  the 
bank'fide  is  one  of  long  Handing,  and^tbe  <:ongrega^ 
tion,  which  is  great  and  refpedlable,  is  under  the 
miniftrationi  of  the  Rev.;  Meffrs.  Rte  and  Knox.  A 
little  farther  down  is  another,  (lately  the  old  theatre j 
Rev*  Mr,  Golquhouo^riiinirter.  StiU  fartheV  dBwn 
is  a  larjje  chapel;  ReV.  Mr.  Pbllock,  minifter.  Here 
is  al£i.d  fmaii  baptift  chape),  and  anothei  for  the 
people  called  quakers.  On  the  top  of  the  bank  hji 
neatmeeting-houfe  for  fcccders,  Rev.  ]Vk^j\rikiftrong, 
minifter.  In  Milburn-placc  is  9,  methodift.  chapel, 
and  aiK»tbet  large  one,  x)n  the  bank-head;  •  ot  the 
fame  comiAunion. '  Here  is  a  neat  little  theatre, 
.which  in  general  is  Well  attended.. 

But  the  glory  of  Shiebls.  is  its  lai^e  :ahd  conimd-* 
dious  harbour,  where  )about  two  thoufand  Hiips  can 
,ridi  lafedy.  For  above  a  mile  fr4)m  the  bouth  cf 
the  river,'  the  eye  is  charmed  with-feeijjg  qiiitc  .a  fo. 
reft  of  mads,  with  ftrcamers  waving,  and  the  ear  is 
4  C  2  dc. 
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delighted  with  the  fliouts  of  brave  and  hardy  feamcn 
hoifting  the  canvas,  ready  to  catch  the  gale  to  con* 
vey  them  to  the  moft  diftanf  (hores. 

On  the  top  of  the  banks  are  large  covered  'roperies 
for  making  cables  and  cordage  for  the  fliipptng. 
*  In  both  North  and  South  Shields  arc  many  very 
extenfive  breweries,  from  whence  large  quantities  of 
beer,  ale,  and  porter,  are  exported,  and  a!fo  ufed 
in  ftoring  the  (hips. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  inhabitants  of  Sh'^ldl  ate 
tif^ive,  enterprifing,  and  indoftrious ;  and,  although 
adding'  boufe  to  boufe,  andjbop  tojbop^  yet  ^  trade  % 
very  bad ! — never  worfe  !— nothing  but  loiing  mo- 
ney !"  are  expreffions  and  complaints  to  which  they 
are  fo  much  habituated,  that  a  ftranger  is  almoft 
perfuaded  tiiey  are  in  earned. 

In  going  eaftward^  we  afcend  to 

TYNEMOUTH  BARRACKS. 

Thefe  military  accommodations  are  of  great  ex-- 
tent,  in  the  form  of  a  fquare,  handfbmely  built,  and 
command  one  of  the  fined  profpeAs  in  the  kingdom. 
The  rooms  for  the  foldiers  are  neat,  convenient^  and 
airy.  In  the  fquare  the  men  are  daily  execcifed  add 
taught  military  manoeuvres. 

A  little  below,  on  the  weft  (ide  of  the  barracks, 
is  a  penitentiary  or  corredion-houfe,  ftrongly  con- 
ftru(fted,  and  is  a  difmal  proof  of  moal  depravity ; 
but  this  depravity  we  find  to  be  generally,  if  not 
always,  in  exad  proportion  to  the  number  of  <:om^ 
men  foldiers  in  a  town.  Common  gardens  run  albdg 
the  bankSi  wd.  are  very  produdlive  and  beautiful. 

TYNE, 
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TYNEMOUTH  CASTLE. 

Thefe  magnificent  ruins  have  fuch  ^n  air  of  graiK 
deur,  as  never  fails  to  ftrike  the  beholder  with  a  kini 
of  reverential  awe.  They  recal  to  our  mind^  the 
days  of  ancient  times,  when  this  once  grand  monaf- 
tery  was  the  occafional  relidence  of  royal  peribnages, 
princes,  prelates,  and  nobles,  who,  when  they  at- 
'tended  the  fubliikie  duties  of  devotion  in  thk  auguft 
edifice^  felt,  no  doubt,  their  minds  elevated  with 
the  moft  exalted  ideas  of  the  great  Creator,  who 
fpread  the  ikies  over  the  pinnacles  of  their  lofcy 
^uAurei  and  who  poured  out  the  adjacent  oceau^ 
that  with  iacefiant  toil  waflies  the  rocks  which  con. 
ftitute  the  flable  bafis  of  this  majeftic  fabric.  But 
Xynemoutb  (once  noble)  Abbey,  in  its  origin,  was 
poillbly  a  religious  houfe  of  rude  and  ilmple  archi- 
te&uce  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  Chriftianity,  foou  after 
the  introdudion  of  the  monadic  inftitution  into  this 
iflaod. 

EdwiQ,  king  of  the  Northumbrians,  foi>ie  time 
between  the  years  of  Chrift  617  and  633,  eredled 
here  a  place  of  refidence,  of  wood,  for  religious  of 
both  fexes,  in  which  his  own  daughter  RofcUa  took 
the  veil.  Ofwald,  a  fucceeding  king  of  Northum- 
berland, anno  634,  pulled  down  this  woodea  reli. 
dence  for  devotion,  and  upon  its  fite  built  another  of 
ftooe. 

An  oratory,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  faid  to  have 
been  in  this  place;  where  a  great  number  of- periods 
of  diftiodion  ailembled  for  devotional  purpofes/  The 
monaftery  by  this  time  acquired  fuch  u  reputation  of 
loQzl  fandity,  that  perfons  dying  in  the  qeighbour- 
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hood  were  brought  to  be  interred  in  it,  according  to 
the  fuperftition  of  the  times. 

Hither  was  conveyed  for  that  purpofe  the  mur- 
dcred  body  of  king  Of^^in.  This  pdnce^  after^drds 
canbniz^d^  was  btafl  at  a  tovi^n  that  bad  beea  a  R4w 
man  ft&tion,  oppofite  toXytiemouth,  oa  the  foutfa 
fide  of  the  river  Tyiie,  called  Urfa^.  wliich  was  t6- 
tally  defolated  by  the  Danes.  Ofwin  was  king  of 
Deira^  oi>e  of  the  proviitc^es  of  thekin^tdtmi  of  Nor. 
thumberlandfe  and  by  bafe  treacherj^  tell  a  fackifice 
to  the  ambition  of  Ofwy,  king  of  Bcmicife4*the  otber 
province  of  Northumberland,  in  the  year  6^51^* 

The  Danes  repeatedly  plundered  it\d  deftroycd 
this  ftately  monastery  ;  and  it  is  iaid  to  have  heeh 
completely  demolilh^d  hy  HUhgar  and  Htlbba;  It 
is  alTerted  by  fotne  writefs  that  it  ^as  rebuilt  by 
Tofti,  earl  of  NorthumberlaAd.  .      . 

Anno  X094,  the  bodies  of  Malcolm,  king  of  Scot- 
land, and  his  fon^  prince  Edward,  both  (Iain  in  bat- 
tle, were  interred  in  this  monaftfery. 

Earl  Mowbray,  having  entered  into  a  confpirat:/ 
to  dethrone  William  Rqfus,  converted  this  place  into 
a  caftle  to  defend  his  treafon  on  tliat  octalion ;  but 
Rufus,  marching  againft  him,  befieged  the  cailk  for 
two  months,  and  taking  the  place,  Mowbray  was 
dragged  out  and  put  to  death. 

Rufus  conferred  makay  gtants  and  privileges  upon 
the  monaftery  of  Tynemouth ;  and  Hedry  II.  gave 
feveral  valuable  endowments  to  it ;  but  the  moft 
liberal  royal  donor  to  Tynemouth  was  king  John. 
That  the  reader  may  farm  fome  idea  of  the  opulencb 
'  of  this  grand  religious  reiidbnce^  we  fliaii  here  enuw 
merate  what  th€  lad  named  king  conifirmed  to  the 
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monks  of  Tynemouth,  and  urhat  he  gave  tbetn'  of 
bi$  own  munificence. 

The  charter,  dated  1204,  confirmed  to  the  church 
of  TynemcmXh  all  thetv  lands  and  poiTelfions,  i.  e. 
the  Tillages  of  Tyncmouth,  Seaton,  Preflon,  both  the 
Chirtons,  Millington,  Wbitely,  Erdefdon^  the  two 
Backworths,  Seghill,  Morton,  Bebfide,  the  two  Di£< 
fingtons,  Ulfington,  Bewick,  EgUngham,  Lilburn, 
AnibeU,  Hawkflaw,  Eifwick,  Wylam,  Weltedon, 
and  half  of  Copun,  Carleberry,  and  Morton  in  Bi« 
ifaopric,  Helleftiaw,  and  the  lands  of  Royley  and 
Denum,  with  the  churches  of  Tynemouth,  Wood-* 
horn,  Wbalton,  Solum,  Bewick,  and  £glingham, 
and  of  Hertburn  and  ConnyfclifF;  alfo  Hereford  on 
Blyth,  and  the  tythes  of  Hercnes,  with  thofe  of 
Middleton  on  Tees,  of  Corbridge,  Rothbury,  Wark« 
worth,  Wooler,  and  Newburn. 

It  appears  that  the  priory  of  Tynemouth  pofleiled 
the  royalties  of  no  fewer  than  twenty^feven  villas  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland !  Bqt  the  rapacious: 
Henry  yill.  dripped  this  rich  iponaftery  of  all  its 
valuable  pofleflions,  anno  1539  ;  and  Robert  Blake- 
ney,  prior,  with  fifteen  monks  and  three  novices, 
furrendered  the  monaftery  of  Tynemouth, 

On  the  fuppreffion  of  this  priory,  an  annual  pen** 
fion  c^  80I.  ¥ras  ailigned  to  Robert  Blakeney,  the 
prior,  (the  rieh  plunder  could  well  aflford  it)  and 
fmaller  ones  to  each  of  the  above  monks  aod  no- 
vices ;  about  5I  to  each, 

Tynemouth  Caftle,  from  its  lofty  fituation  lon 
rocks  of  prodigious  height,  almoft  perpendicular  to 
the  fea,  feems  by  nature  ^to  be  formed  for  a  plaoe  of 
ftrength ;  and  fo  we  find  it  was,  at  an  early  period, 
fortified  againft  the  occafibnal  depredations  of  pirateSi 

and 


nod  th«  (till  mpce^foraiulafale  invafioqi  <>C  th^^^nfi^s 
Tynemouth,  on  that  account,  for  ages  tHKKQWitl^ 
fccoe  of  miiny  bloody  cpqftids.  -*"./, 

Ariiong  tbe  lalb  of  the  aiilitary  ejtpl9^yi.>^i<^ 
happened  at  "Tynemqudi,..  were  thofe  during  thc^tiA- 
happy  civil  war  between  Charles  h  and  his  pvli^- 
.fUQfit;;  for,  anno  1642,  Tynemouth  Caftle  Wj^.rf^ 
in  a  poAure  of  defence  by  the  earl  of  Neivfaftl^ 
then  governor  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  lyb^^fc^ 
three  himdred  foldiers  from  tlience,  with  fiiL^lai:^ 
cannons.  Trenches  ^ere  caft  up^  and  a  f^rttW^ 
ere^ed  at  the  mouth  of  the  haven  on  tius  ocpafiofl^, 
\  0&.  i-j,  1644.  Tynemouth  Caillf,  after  h^k^ 
been  befieged  for  fome  time,  furrendered  to.jBpneP^ 
.Xeven  and  the  Scots  army,  when  thirty- ei^t  piecf^ 
of  t^dn«noe,  and  great  (tore  of  arms,  amn^upitiojip 
^qd  provilions,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enje^J^^ 
The.  garrifon.  were  allowed  to  march  out  wijth  jth^ 
baggage  on  this  occafion.  k  is  mentioned  th^^^oa 
the  19th  preceding  eif  that  month,  the  garnfon  hay*^ 
ing  fuffered  fevercly  by  the  plague,  the  chief- conn* 
manders  bad  left  the  caftle.  '     * 

A.  D.  1648,  Sir  Arthur  Haflerigg  was  gprernqr  of 
Tynemouth  Caftle*  Colonel  Lilburn,  his  deputy^.Jifi 
the  command,  having  revolted^  and  doclared  fo^.the 
]iti]g»  Haflerigg  ftornrtd  the  caftle,  and  put  all  tjo^ 
were  in  arms  therein  to  the  fword.  Lilburn's  .hea4 
Ma$  oit  ofr»  and  fixed  up^n  a  pole.  After  tl^:  r^ 
Aoration,  the  common-council  of  Newcaltie  vote^^ 
tVQ  teindred  pounds  towards  the  rep«^ratioa  of  (be 
works  of  Tynemouth  Caftle,  in  confequen^e  of  ^% 
letter  from  Charles  II.      . 

•  The  ^d,  .church,  within^  th<!  caftle  of  Tyaemouth, 
was  uf(^ Jpr  divioe  &rvice  till  the  year  1 668»  wh^ 
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«  n^w  one  was  buik  and  oonfecratted' in  the  cousfe 
of  the  fiunc  year. 

A.  p.  1783,  tlie  Bricifli  government  refumed  the 
poflei&on  of  Tynemouth  Caftlet  for  a  place  of  arms 
and  a.  depoiitory  of  ftores,  for  the  better  protedton 
of  the  port  of  Tyne,  and  of  the  adjacent  coaftt  of 
Dorham  arid  Northumberland.  In  confequence  of 
thfs  refolution,  many  'fine  pieces  of  cannon,  ieveral 
of  them  bra&,  and  great  quantities  of  military  ftores, 
arrived  at  Ty nemouth  CalUe ;  fo  that  it  is  now  a  com- 
plete place  of  arms  and  warlike  ftores.  The  fine 
and  magnificent  entrance  into  the  caftie  was  entirely 
demoliftied,  and  built  up  in  a  ftyle  of  architedlure  of 
the  moft  contemptible  kind^  over  which  are  fitted 
up  barracks  for  the  foldiere.  This  debafing  altera- 
tion  was  made  by  the  orders  of  his  grace  the  duke  of 
tlichmond,  then  mafter  of  the  ordnance.  He  un- 
derftood,  in  praftice,  this  verfe  in  Horace  better 
than  any  man  in  the  kingdom : 

He  bttildjf  deftroji,  and  chaqges  ihapcs  of  thbgi^ 

This  celebrated  ^onaftery,  which  was  of  the  Bi- 
nedidline  order,  produced  many  learned  men.  W/e 
cannot  even  feledl  a  fmall  enumeration  of  them,  but 
(hall  only  mention  two.  John  of  Whethamftede, 
33d  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  was  a  monk  of  the  priory 
*  of  Tynemoutb,  and  gave,  after  he  came  to  be  ab* 
bot,  a  chalice  of  pure  gold,  and  of  great  weight,  to 
the  priory  of  Tynemoutb.  Stephen's  Monafticon 
feys  of  him, ''  Came^  i/le  lapis;'  &^c. 

ENGUSHXD. 

••  Tbisjione  covers  the  bones  of  the  venerable  John 

Wbcthanyiede^  vobo  was  abbot ^  here  in  bis  time,  mtfi 
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Teamed  hmfitf.'-d  hverf>f  learned  ineii;  and  kikd  Ut 
tbem  alt.  He  was  as  zealous  as  Phincas  agaii^  leh^ 
ferfdfisy  arid  df^Jbhn  a^aiftjl  itduHcrirs  and  even  as 
Filer  agcmft  "Smdniaesi  He  n^as  fo  great  a  rep^ef^ 
tfdbcaye&ebur^es,  that  ihrte*  exceeded  bint' iit  thM 
vfrtise';  fiofif  tbete  any  bis  equulto  this  day.^ 

John  of  Tynemouth  was  born  in  that  town,  and  Is 
faiQ  toh'ave  been  vicar  of;  it.  He  u*a«  a  moft  virtu- 
ous perfon,  aiid  well  learned,  entirely  addided  to 
the  (liidyoFthe  holy  fcrlptures,  and  of  facred  hiftory. 
He  colledled  the'lives  and  ads  of  tiiq  laiftts  of  Eng- 
land, Wales,  Scx)tland4  arid  Leluad,  with  great  judg- 
i^icnt  and  indefatigable  labaur  ;  which  work  he  tn- 
tiiiQdSanSlilqgium  Serv6ru?n  Da,  i.e.  Tbe  Sacred 
Uijlory  of.  the  Servants  of  God.  He  alio  wrote  man/ 
cotnmentarjes  arid  expofitions  of  the  fcripturc ;  a 
work  called  The  Golden  Hi/lory  \  a  martyrology.  &c. 

Tn  ^the  rufns  of  Tynemoutb  monaftery  there  are 
ftill  obfervable  three  recefles  in  the  fouth  wall,  near 
tbe  entrance  to  the  oratory  of  St.  ^lary  ;  one  is  faid 
to  have^'been  the  confefiionat  ciiair;  another  of  them 
has.  evidently  been  tbe  cavity  for  containing  the 
holy  water;  and  the  third  the  clofet  for  the  confe- 
crated  boft-  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  capitals  of 
the  columns  have  each  of  them  a  different  kind  of 
ornament.  * 

The  little  oratory  o(  St.  Mary  has  been  cleaoed 
out,  by  the  order  of  the  governor,  and  fhut  up  to 
-  preferve  it  from  future  defecrations.     It  is*  on  the 
caff  end  of 'the  lofty  ruins»  and  dill  entire. 

In  a  place  devoted  for  fo  many  centuries  to  rcK- 
gion,  and  where  the  duil  of  princes,  prelates,  chiefs, 
and  nobics,  has  flept  for  ages,  the  recording  monu- 
ments of  their  high  ftchie^ejiiefits,  their  tirtues,  and 
;  *  ^--  their 


R,uty  a^Ml.  all-iievourio^  time,  and  cbe  ottiiAeis  h^^ 
vqc  tD^iVSii;  .heato  cbQiigned  .akiuyil  the.  wHfidtt/  tDlob. 

JlKiMwiTulciiiiis.  Cki.Mx^altavitoroiii^UueaaaiiUt, 
mitlie.patoihat,fa(t&iliefgi}iiluinchansfcd^  Vfr  Dbs.^iUB 
failowtflQLinibnpftiQtur.  *';  v\  ;-.'i  ^^  .^  -.-.w  :s  !!  r;...,ir 

'    -   *"     "  HeieVtaKlbeWdy  of  rfEHRY  RgAjTi^cfq.        ,  '^ 

■*'  ''    n^thanty  ^Idtthutif  an  J  twice  mayoir  \ 

'      ♦    •■      '    '     cifHewcaftletiponTynCp  "'-  '   -     "^ 

,,     /       ^    i^, zealous. advG{cate  and  4effpder  of  the  . 

:;  -c-  ftftihrh'bf  E^^^la^nd^.a^d'Oi^^^^  ^ait  at/   '  !,, 

-  Ul^alu»t  a^(^4h?f«tm<<*ttith\diVftiti(flW^pidy 

,*r  i,'  :if<F1^4c8tdifpP<e5;>iadiiwiifipeRi*ri^         "/:•  1 

ftnuigeis,  civility  tpacquainf^RC«».  ,_  ,,,jv,^ 
and  gencrofity.tp  all. ' '  .  .       ,- 

•  ,:  :h.»;  ',.;      "vH^fe^|ctKii«crrtrf;the.b^jr.n«.  '!,    , 

*  '^      lUay»  cfq.  aWcrmaAof  Ncwcaftlc  iiupp  Tyni, 

r  amiable  aiiafocf^'q^lirrrfelsJ^hrcA^^^^^  *  'J'^^ 

men  l0llB'b^lDvdtf>wlieH  nvi^g»  bfni^ntcj 
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who  died  before  hira*  AprU^A^^^r^ei^fiVte-  ''"^^ 
I  i>l  ■'    Tft-.TearBfhiffafeeV'HaiMallaj'KPeaWkf.''  ''^1' 

ercded,  by  the  forenamcd  Bridget  Reay." 
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la  the  ^ureb<»yai4  are  a  great  mwoy  btalMiiul 
tomlKrikoiics,  -  and  are  .almoft  daily  cncreafing. . 

In:  widking  round  the  precinAs  of  this  colobiaited 
'^ce^'Bothing  cao  exceed  the  pnfye&B  with  wfasch 
,the  ejre  u  luxuriouilyehteftaiiied.    When  we  look 
uiown  froiQ^theie  tremendom  aocks,  ^«  aoi-view  die 
main  that  ever  toik  below ;''  when  we  ezfla&d  our 
view  northward,  wc  fee  the  princely  feat  of,  Segton- 
Delaval,  and  are  charmed  w^th  obferying,  at  a  dif* 
tance,  Culiercoats,  Hartley,  Bljrtfa,  and  the  ruined 
abbey  of  HoIy.lQand^^-'Ibttth  and  weft;  groves  of 
mafts,  and  the  flourifliing;  fpreadtng  to^ms  of  North 
and  South  Shields;    -M  Howard;  •^  take  tl^s  profped 
.fer  all  in  all,  wie  (hall  not  ea&Iy  fee  its  like  again/* 
We  take  our  leave  of  jthefe  apt^que  towers  and  hal- 
lowed  walls,,  with  a  ^  figh^  diiawn  from  the  inmoft 
foul/'  and  fayiAg,  peace  to  the  manes  of  the  virtu- 
ous and  th^  good/ who  Hcep  there,  till  tlie  glorious 
rcftitution  of  all  things  I         !    \.  ' 

On  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the^caftle  is  a  Iight-hp|ife 
for  the  diredioa  of  ihips ;  it  is  veiy  high,  and  the 
lights  from  it  afe  feen  many  leagues  at  fea.  Clofe 
to  it  ii  a  battery  of  very  large  canjion,  pointed  over 
thefe  lofty  rocks^  for  defence  of  the  /hipping. 

The  prcfcnt  ,governor,of  Tynemouth  Caftle  is 
Charles  Kainsfcvd^  whofe  annual  falary  is  two  hun« 
dred  and  eighty >  four  pounds ;  and  that  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-goveirnof,  Ciiarles  Crawford^  one  hundred  and 
fcventy-three  pqurids^      /  ^    , 

The  village  pf  Tyneniouth  has  one  very  wide  and 
ftuy  (beet;  Imit  are  feveral  taverns  and  inris  for  the 
ftccommodafibn  of  thofe  whocothe  in  parties  of  plea* 
fiirc,  or  for  l^ithiti']^.  ^  It  is  now  >  place,  of  fienteel 
refort  (Si  tf^Jffd^^m^  ^\^'g^jj^c  ftu^er  feafon,  ^or 

'   M-n  :^' Ina  by...  ."-.r..  ^:::  v«i  ,1-       '         which 
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i  .wkif b^pmpoib fhe  bay,  called  Prior's  Haven,  on  the 
fouth'fide  of  the  caftte,  is  exceedingly  well  adapted 
The  ufual  morning  walk  of  the  company  is  among 
the  extenfiye  and  venerable  ruins  of  the  cattle  -a»id 

.  mnoailcry,  the  light  of  wUch  fiUs.all  ^ytiitants  of 
tafte.iviilii  embiioas  ttf  ▼eiMution  md  fynrpathy*; 

««xclnmifig  with  a  figh,  Sfc  trari/tt  gloria  mundt^ 
Smipaffh  Ae  glory  of  nil  human  things. 


,1    '  I  HJSJOniCALlEVEUTS. 

■       Ilium      ,  ' 

A  Ju€CifiB  Account  of  the  mq/t  remarkahIe'Evc:itt' 
wbick  have  happened,  in  Ncwcq/lle^ 

•  A  TC^N,  which,  for  ages,  made  fo  grqat  a  figure 
'for  its  political,  and  in  our  times  for  its  cojomierci^ 
coinftiqueace,  mud  have  been  fubjeA*  to  varioos  re* 
volutions^and  given  birth    to  many  veryftriking 
events.      On  ai    flight    rctrofpcd   pf  its  Hiltory, 
niany  occurrences  prefcnt  themfelves,  fingular,  wd 
•fai  a  manner  peculiar  to  ittelF.    At  ai?  early  period, 
^  we  have  feen^  that  its  fituatioiit  ac^jouung  to  6iie  of 
.tlt^  fined  rivers  of  the  ifland,  foon  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Ramanl     The  fitnefs  of  the  rivef  Tyne 
Ibrthe  piirpofes  of  navigation  did  not  topg  efcapc 
the  notice  of  a  commercial,  people;    nor  ctin  we 
iloubt  "but  that  the  mod  ancient  Britons  chole  their 
refidehce  on  its  fertile  and  delightful  banks,     l^he 
.ihigbtied  and  mod  enterprifmg  of  the  Roman  enu 
•^rors,  upon  their  fubduing  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
^llland,  turned  their  attention  to  make  it  a  ilepot  qf 
•'Smw,  and  a  barrier  againft  the  intrepid  9<i4fe(ile6 
,l(rt6e$  of  Qorthero^  barbarians. 
.     .  .  Julius 


tAiiblillicii  a  jarrifon.herc  about  A.  Dj  8o  ;  9Xf4  n^c  -M jO|bf.pf 
'that  cliain  of  military  Ilations  which  ej^tended  frofn.A^e  ^^ftn 
t6  the  weftcm  fca» 

'  Hadrian,  the  Roman  ent^eror,  built  hU  will  ^y  tkmpart  acdtij 
ftom  the  Irift  fea,  ta  the  Oetttum  otean,  urmhiatiD^  at  ifni  paot  • 
of  tlie  nv«r  i  oyer  wlifch  itUb  h«  dhf«w^  jt  lN»it9t»  iit  (Ms  ^Itoa  :* 
a  circuxp(lan(:c  which  g^Ye  a,ntw  «|ipeUa|ic#f  :^i^:B9QaiJBtt».. 
(ckrived  from  bi^  family  name  JUius}  u>  the  ftoman  Atdmi^iha. 
flte  of  which  is  at  prefent  included  within  (he  Walls  of  Ne^^jlfilf** 

ScYcnis  was  here  In  perfon,  and  began  to  ert^t  his  faiaovs  waU: 
of  (lone,  A.  D.  267.  xvhicVwas  extended acfors  the  iflandf  nearly' 
from  fea  to  fea.  This  ftupendous  monui^ent  of  |he  Rdman 
people  p9&d  tbtDQghtki  (lU^^the  fir«iem  Kew^Alb  caftward* 
ending  at  the  ftatio»^  SigidawiBi-Htar  the  vBlagc  of  Wallfend^ 
\Thiv  cekb;ated  plgcv^.^er  hiftori^ial  fiUi^e*of  ifcflErlj^xwo 
mindrec!  yea^  occi^rs  againi^  under  the  new  appellation  o(\^^ 
Sfurum^  (at  the  wall)  arid  t!te  refidence  oFa^oratimbrian  ktng^ 
Duripg  the  heptaxch^,  which  continued. nevJhr^  hiiiw|ird  jf<ears»- 
It  had  tiie  naihc  of.Monkchefter,  and  was  one-or  thepnnci^l 
iCekt^i^Ae  Northumbrian  priir<fe's.  "         .  «       •■  •  -^ 

« ^  he;aimineiot  WillUm  frwittefttly  YrAted-tMr  tfttm;  inlM  |Mrs 
v(it^)xif  rieff§«or|r,bi»on(,  or  tlieV»aie6<S^ii;<»JHii^Mf4i«fhs 
t>sj^t;^he  (lrAngibrti>tft,  from,  ivhifh  iti^xckangtf  hs  naM'jfltte^ 
Vnore  to*  that  ci 'Newcaftle.  which  it  retai|».t«  ^  ^prtftni^CMB- - 

*A.*D.'^lc68,  Northumberland  was'  invaded  ^od^ -N|i;w;Cfl^' 
iaicen  b^  Bdgax  £ididfng»  heir  to  the  crown  oF  kngl^nd,  ti^o&er 
^'ich  JUaXbdbRH  king  of*  Scotland,  wht>m  the  ctfnquerof 'eiig^^d^ 
in^^oq,  |n4.over^w  o«  n  heath  «4fiimii^  io  thkt  ptteeyt^Mv 
culled  Gau:Ihead*felL  .  The  enraged  Afataimllaid. : NewettOto^ 
almoll  Icvtl  with  ibejg^uud,  to  pireven^Asi%f¥firiiH|,  miai^^ 
an  afylum  to  his  enemies.     ,  ..  %  .  -.'«  • 

-  'A.  I).  1072,  William  ^he  conqueror  pajTed  again  iS^tffjMJ^ 
liewcjUUe,  on  his  way  to  Scodand.  Malcolm  methiin  it!jSr. 
wick  upon  Tweed/ where  he  did  him  homage.  "     *' '  '   ••■*-'* 

About  jthe  begiuii^g  of  {he  rdgo  erf*  UnK|;f  t>t^{ih«n,Ulie'  tti4N)  hf 
TCewcaftle  appears  tp  J^ave  been  feiztd  into  tht'hmb  of -^Siop^ 
king  of  Scots  ;  in  \vhoie,  ppfledion^  or  cnhfr  peri^P^  "^  ^^i' 
prince  Henry  his  fou,  u  ieeros  to  haye.  contif\\ied.  for  4  long  gillie/ 

'  In  the  year  ^u;  j,  WilHaiti,  king  of  Scou^  uktng  advantage  <# 
tl^c  unnatural  rebellion  raifcd  agaittft  HeW^*lt:*itl1hU  family  aM 

kingdoQif 


^^^mmmmmmmmmmmm  i  T  ■■  ,    -        '--         ^ 

KfigdMlt'mppeiirs  to  hat<6  inVa^ed  Englatid.  hi'tcr  buving  cioin* 
niit^  Hit  ikKyfi  dreadfpY'devaftation,  as  far  as  the  bantcs  of  the 
T^ilc,  Jic  rttrtSltcd,  and  fat  d<?wn  before  Alnwick  Cnlle,  in  a  plicj^. 
adjoining  to  which,  amidft  a  troop  of  between  ftxiy  and  fcvciuy 
hl>rlcmen»  apprehending  no  danger,  and  Averting' himlclfAt-rib, 
tfte  cjccttifei  of  chivalry  in  an  open  plain,  he  wai  taken  prifoner  b^ 
R^ulph  de  Glanvitte,  ftcriffof  YoHcfhire,  with  a  band  of  horfc, 
in  iktfiich  w«re  aboat  400  knights,  "nh  gallant  partf ,  who  h'a<f 
fee  out  fr^m  NcWcaftle  early  on  the  inotnirtg^  of  the  12th  of  July, 
retyrntd  the  fame  evening,  bringing  the  grand  enemy  of  their 
rbyil  mafter  along  with  them — -This  WiHiam  king  of  Scot^ 
foroatped  eke  Lion,  wau  'afterwards  confined  in  the  cattle  of  Rich-' 
m^nd^  tiUUfig  Henry  remoired  him,  and  imprifrmed  him  at  Rouen, 
in  Notftuindy.  •  Vh6  Scottifr  king  was  afterwards  delivered  up 
at  York,  fof  the  ranfom  of  4,000!.  and  a  dreacffiil  rencounter  toot' 
plaefc  at  die  bridge  of  Newcaftle,  on  his  tttum  to  tis  kingdom, 
between  bis  own  guards  and  the  commons  of  tiiat  town;,  who,' 
don^tlefs,  wwe  highly  exafperated  at  tlie  redemption  of  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  fo  great  taul<fr  b«th  to  hate  «hd  fear.' 

Abo«rt  die  year  T209,  there  was  a  conference  held* at  Newcaftle 
Between  king  John  and  William  king  of  Scots. 

♦In  the  year  1113,  ktog  John  mavehed  thrrtugh  thte  town  of 
Newcaftle,  on  his  route  againft  Scotland  wfth  his  army ;  but  the 
Scettifk  lang  met  him  on  the  borders,  and,  by  the  mediation  of 
coaamon  ffteadst-iheiivaRcl  was  iiuide  op  for  ibmenme  between' 
the  two  kmgdoms. 

^  A.  D^  I  tj4*  there  was  a  grievous  pfegfie  at-  NewciMe^  which 
etmtiMed  for  three  years. 

.In  the  year  tts^  king  Henry  III.  had  a  eonfettttce  whh  ATer-^ 
and^,  kiag  of  Scoeknd,  at  t^  town  of  Newcaftle. 

,  In  the  year  fi444  the  rtfter  kingdoms  had  neatly  come  to  aa 
open  ruffture,  the  king  of  England  berng  at  NewcaMe  wjth  an^ 
atfmy^asd  the  king  of  Scots  wMi  another  at  Poateland ;  a  peace^* 
however,  was  tigreed  upon  by  the  mediation  of  the  archbiftop  oT 
York,  Biki  <bme  of  the  nohiUfy,  ^  the  eve  ©f  the  Affamptibn  of' 
die  BfeflMVirgift.  Rapio  lelW  ws,  that  Alexander  fuhmitted  to 
thfftjjtfue  homage  that  he  hinfelf  had  paid  on  a  f^yrmer  o<«cafion/ 
i|ki  mhU^  his  «iieeftovt^  had  been  accuildmed  to  pay.  80  perfe^ 
aftoondliidoii  look^pUee  hecwten  the  comendm^  parties  on  this 
o»Oi&9a»  (hafkhefore  their  depai^ors,  a  marriage  was  agteed  up- 
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^  be(wecn  cbe  ion  of  Akzaadcr,  king  of  Scots,  and  Mftrgare^ 
^  tided  daughter  of  the  king  of  England. 

A  renurkabie  ^vent  diftinguifhed  the  feaft  of  St.. Stephen.  14 

dbe  year  iz^Zf  at  Newcaftle ;  John  BalioU  king  of  Scotland,  kav- 

mg»  agatnft  the  wtU  of  his  own  bobles,  if  we  mzj  credit  Bocthiu% 

4one  homage,  on  that  day^  for  hi$  crown,  to  the  king  of  England^ 

in  the  ball  oi  his  palace,  within  tlie  caftle  of  that  town ;  the  ccre# 

^ony  was  conduiled  with  nmch  folemnity,  and  in  the  preTence 

0/ a  number  of  great  perfoaages  of  Soth  nations. 

iln  the  year  I297»  the  Scou  renewed  their  former  lioRUities,  by; 

'    inaking  an  tnruad  into  England,  flaying  the  inhabiunts  pf  Nor* 

thumberland,  and  burning  and  laying  wade  the  country ;  the  in- 

habitanrs,  with  their  wives,  children*  furniture*  .and  cauk*  fled  tm 

^ewcaAlc  upon  Tys^r  thither  alfo  tise  enemy  marched  down  tb# 

northern  bank  of  the  ihrer:  the  townfmen  having  made  every 

*  ^cedary  preparation  for  refinance,  fallied  forth  in  order  to  fight 

them,  upon  which  the  Scots  turned  another  way 

y  In  the  year  1  jaa*  a  general  rendezvous  of  the  kiog^s  fortes  wat, 

Cttdered  to  be  held  at  NewcaiUe  upon  Tyne»  on  the  feaft  of  the 

Holy  'i'rinity.     A  rendezvous  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  at  the  &M 

l)hice  on  the  eve  of  St.  Luke  that  year,  which  was,  prevented  by, 

naother  incurCon  of  the  Scots  into  England,  •  who  penetrated  as 

far  as  Yorkihire,  and  nearly  took  the  king  of  England,  then  refid* 

ifg  aX  Byland,  in  that  county,  a  pxifoner.    They  are  fatd  to  have* 

beiieged  Newcaftle  on  this  occaiion,  but  met  with  a  vigorous  re-. 

pulfe. 

On  the  execution  of  Andrew  de  Hartda,  earl  ot  Carlifle,  wh« 
Itad  foffered  death  for  treafon,  one  quarter  of  his  body  was  order* 
Hfi  to  b^  f«t  up  on  the  keep  of  the  caftle  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 
The  ^ueen  of  king  ^dward  III.  having  followed  the  kii^  to, 
]J>uriuuii»  was  condttfted  to  him  through  tbe  gate  of  the  abbey  to 
f^e  prior's  lodgings ;  where.having  fupped,  and  gone  to  bed  with 
htr  royal  lord,  ihe  was  Coon  difturbed  by  on^  of  the  i&onks»,wb0 
fudely  intimated  to  the  king,  that  Su  Cuthbert  by  no  means  Joved 
the  company  of  her  (ex.    llie  queen  upon  this  got  out  of  bed» 
1^  having  haftily  drefled  herfclf*  went  to  the  qiftle  ibr.tbe  tr-. 
snaining  part  of  the  night,  aflcing  pai^n.  for  tbc  crime  fbt  had 
inadvertently  beea  guilty  of  againft  the  patron  fiiiat  of  theb  ebmtK 
i,&o^  after  the  rttiim  of  OavidL  Ung  of  Scats»  lo  hm  ova. 
country,  where.be  arrived  Jane  adi  1341,  he  invaded  .i^ngba4» 
brv.tba  eaftera  border  with  an  iattaenfe  army,  and  coming  ta 

Newiaak 


Ktfvtrcstftlc  upon  Tync,' lay  about  It  a!! 'night^  Erfrfytfie  t»«t 
morning  the  townfmen  iklliied  forth  to  rccomioiCre  the  eitemy,  -idT 
whann  they  ikw  grtfat  numbers  by  furprtfe,  and  brought  back 
with  them  the  carl  of  Murray,  *  whom  they  look  a  ptifohcf  in  hfl 
tent.  The  next  morning  the  SdOts  aflkalted  the  town,  but  W 
John  Nevil,  then  captain  of  the  c^ftle,  making  a  moft  vigofdual 
defence,  tfiey  were  compelled  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  marched  ofi 
IbwRfd^  Durham. 

la  tbe  year  ij^S,  while  the  Eng1I(h  were  unhappily  occupied 
by  the  eivil  di/Tentions  between  the  king  and  his  parliament,  thi 
Seofe  mviided  England.  AH  the  military  perfon^  of  the  conntrj^ 
were  ordered  to  aff^mble,  on  this  occafion,  at  Newcaffle  upon 
Tyne,'  which  was  lb  full  of  people,  that,  as  FroifTard  teHs  us^ 
**  dicy  wyft  not  where  to  lodge.'*  The  enemy  having,  as  ufuaf» 
inarked  their  way  by  rapine  and  dcftru^ion,  as  far  as  Durham,* 
returned  and  fat  down  two  days  before  Newcaflle,  on  both  of 
which  they  had  ikirmi(hes  with  the  dcfendatits  within  that  town. 
Kr  Henry  and  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  the  gallant  fons  of  the  earl  of 
Northumberland,  as  the  fame  authority  words  it,  were  erer  fore- 
moff  at  the  barriers  of  the  town  to  fkirmifh.  In  one  of  thcfe 
rencounters.  Sir  Henry  Percy,  fighting  hand  in  hand  w5th  the 
earl  of  Doughs,  loft  his  ftandard,  which  he  made  a  row  to  rc- 
ebvcr,  and  for  that  purpofe  purfued  the  Scots  on  their  rettim  af' 
fir  as  Otterboum,  where  a  moft  bloody  battle  was  fought,  fa' 
which  the  Englfft  army  were  rather  unfottunatrfy  than'difbOi*' 
nourably  defeated. 

•"Dccembdr  i,  1428,  king  Henry  VI.  i/Tued  an  order' foi' the 
ftfc  ccmefaf^  of  th^  king  of  Scots;  to  be  cfcorted  as  far  as  New-- 
cafttfc  ^jport  Tyne  or  Durham,  by  one  thoufand  of  his  own  horft,* 
td  a  peribnal  conference  with  Henry  Beaufort,  biftdp  of  Wln- 
dteflfer^ih  order  to  j>revent  hoftllhies  between  the  two-kingdomr.  • 

A  convehtirm  for  a  marriajfe  between  J;imcs,  tlien  duke  of* 
KbWefty,  hdf  apparent  of  the  kmv:  of  Scotland,  and  Ann, 
Araghter  of  die  duke  of  Suffolk,  and  niece  of  the  Englifli  king^ 
as  fcfon' wtthtn  three  years  as  the  parties  came  of  fit  age,  was 
agreed  upon  to  be  ratified  December  6,  1483,  in  the  churck  <^' 
^.  iftfiholas-in  ?fewcaftlc^tlpbh  Tyne ;  but-  it  was  i  felicity  n6t 
def!la'(M-to^  this  Ann,  but  referved 'iP6r*%«Kufet,  daughter  of 
HeAt^^I.'.by  amafrhi^e  with  the  king  bf  ^OOani;  te  li^tlie 
SJiitm^nhf  t  real,  and  we  truft  enrlaillng,  coalkicm  be't^en 

•     ^        -^     -  •  4  ©  •  •      *  '•       "        V  •  #   ,  .    Uj^   ' 
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hmgdotos  united  by  natare»  but  which,  for  a  feries  tX  ages,  were 
unnaturally  and  very  unhappily  disjoined. 

About  the  middle  of  Augufl,  1487,  king  Henry  VII.  arrived 
at  Newcafile  upon  Tyne,  on  a  progreis  through  the  northern 
counties*  auid  carr}'ing  on  a  (evere  inquifition  agninft  the  perfons 
tvho  had  been  concetned  in  the  late  rebellion*  He  continued  to 
fcfide  in  that  town  durir^  th''   emainder  of  the  fumnier. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1503,  Margaret,  elded  daughter  of 
Henxy  VII.  then  affianced  to  James  IV.  king  of  Scotland,  ar* 
fiived  -at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  on  her  way  to  that  Iciiigdoin, 
^'here  flic  was  entertained  wiih  great  date,  and  left  the  to^vh  oa 
{he  26ih  following. 

The  rarl  of  Surrey,  in  the  abfence  of  king  Henry  VlfL  «r» 
dered  a  rendezvous  of  military  forces  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne, 
Steptember  t,  15x3.  He  arrived  at  that  town  A ugu ft  50,  im 
aiu  expedition  againll  Scotland,  hotlilities  having  been  renewed 
betv/een  the  two  kingdoms.  'He  had  procured  the  banner  of  St* 
Cuthbert  from  the  church  of  Durham*  The  earl  was  joined  at 
Alnwick,  on  the  4th  of  September,  by  his  fon  Thomas,  lord  "ad* 
miral,  accompanied  with  a  great  number  of  forces,  both  fbldiers^ 
and  miviners,  wliich  he  had  brought  by  lea  to  Newcaftk.  On 
the  9th  of  that  month  was  fought  the  battle  of  Flodden*field, 
where  the  ki6g  of  Scotland  i^vas  (lain,  and  from  whence  his  body, 
firft  taken  to  Berwick,  was  afterwards  lent  to  Newcaftle,  and  from 
thence  removet^  to  the  mouaftery  o£  Shtuc,  or  Richmoiid«  ia 
Surrey. 

.  In  the  year  1541,  while  king  Henry  VIll.  was  at  York,  ti* 
peding  an  interview  with  the  king  of  Scotland,  which  had  been 
at^reed  up«n,  and  would  have  taken  place  if  James  had  not  bro* 
ken  the  appointment,  the  mayor  of  NewcalUe  waited  upon  him 
\iith  a  prefeat  of  lOoL  He  was  complimented  in  the  fame  manner 
hy  the  chief  magillrates  of  York  and  Kingfton  upon  HulL  Tlie 
year  ibUo wing  hoftilities  necoBimenced  between  the  two  kingdoms. 

In^  the  year  1 543,  on  the  death  of  James  V.  of  Scotland*  king 
Henry  proje<fle<l  a  marriage  between  his  fon  £dw;4rd,  then  only 
f^ve  years  old,  and  Mary,  the  infant  <|tteenof  that  kingdoms  eer^ 
tain  Scottifli  nobles,  who  had  been  flia4«  prifoners  at  a  late  defeat 
near  Solway,  were  de^teJ  inio  Scotland  for  this  purpofe,  •  where 
thcjafjav^d-R^omdit  iniddle  of  January,  having  firft  ddi^rered 
}^(m^  to  tKe  duke  of  Sufio^kt  lieutenant  of  the  north,  at  New- 
caftte  upon  Tyne,  fat  their  return*    Fa<^ioQ,  however^  prevented 

^'  ^  tlfo 
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aUor  this  Jauitible  intention  of  exdngaiihing-  the  inreterate  listroi 
of  the  two  nations. 

.  The  laft  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1 544  a  rendezvooi  of  milU 
tary  forces  was  orAlered  at  Newcaftle  :  a  Aeec  wt^h  200  ihifs  and 
^fooo  foldiersund  naariners»  :irrtved  4U  TjnemoiuhiJiav^. about 
Mareli  ^  1  ft^  ^nd  failed  with  an.  army  of  1 0,000  xAen  fm  Scoclandl 
ahoat  theend  of  Aptil  following.  c 

i  la  di«  year  155 Jt  Oatetheud  wasannexedi  by  z&  d£ parliaTnent) 
Uk  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  ,  .      1: 

..On  the  9th  of  ApriU  1 603^  king  Jaities  I.  on  his  v:zj  from 
Scotlaod  to  take  pofleOion  of  the  crown  of  England,  arrived  at 
Newcaftk  upon  Tyne.  On  the  following  day,  Toby  l^tthew^ 
bSbop  of  Durham,  preached  before  him  at  St.  Nicholas'  church 
inlAwcaftle,  on  the  2  Chron.  xv.  i,  2.  On  the  13th  the  kkig 
let  forward  for  Durham.  i  t 

'  ■  AftU  ast  1617,  l^>ng  James,  on  fab  way  towards  Scotland^ 
come  to  Neuxaftle  upon  Tyne»  where  he  was  met  upon  the  SanA^ 
hillby  the  mayor*  aldermen,  and  (heriff;  and  after  an  oration 
made- by  the  town*derk»  was  prefented  by  the  mayor^  hi  tht 
jmme  of  the  whole  corpomtion,  with  a  great  (landing  bowl,;  to 
the  value  of  an  buxKlred  jacobufes,  and  aii  hundred  marks  .ii| 
goldi,  the  m^yor  carryiuji;  the  fword  befpre.  liim,  s)ccompiinie4 
h)!:  bis  hnptbrea  on  th<^ir  footrcloths.  • «. 

In  the  year  1630,  a  mod  cxtmordinaryy.  and  y«t  a  ieeminglf 
VreU-aAlefted  account  occurs  of  thefruitfulnefs  of  a  Scotch  yro- 
2nan»  wife  co  a  weaver,  who  bore  Iiim,  as  is  therein  aiftrted^ 
iuciy-tMrp.  children,  ^lU  of  whom  lived  till  they  were  baptized  ^ 
three  or  four  of  tliefe  ehildren  are  reprc(hited  as 'living  this  year 
at  NeweaAle, 

The  plaguet  which  raged  fo  dreadfully  in  the  year  1636  at 
Newcaftlei  is  fuid  10  have  come  over  from  Holland,  and  other 
parts  beyond  the.  feas  There  died  in  all,  of  this  tremendous 
vifi^axion,  between  the  7th  of  May  and  31ft  of  December,  n<> 
lefs  than  5037  perfon^  at  Newcaftle ;  and  at  Gateihead>  between 
the  3Jth.of  Miiy  and  the  i7di  of  Oclobcr,  515  pcrfons. 

.  Auguft  21,  164O9  the  Scottiih  army,  commanded  by  Ledey^ 
Montrofe,  and  others,  invaded  England ;  and  having  without 
moleftatiQn  marched  through  Northumberland,  came  to  Newbam, 
a  village  fix  miles  above  NewcuQle,  where  there  is  a  ford  ovq*  %h^ 
river  Tyne.  Lord  Conway,  with  the  earl  of  Strafford,  getjcrai 
of  the  king's;  army,  then  at  York*  with  30CO  fool  «i)d  1  spohorf*^ 
-  .  .    were 
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Mttt  poded  oppofitc  tu  them  on  the  faudi  fide  cf  tint  tukt/  f « 
^uard  the  pafs,  and  prevent  their  coining  over/  A  mefid^gcr 
de|mted  from  the  Scots  to  defire  leave  to  comt  over  the  Tjnc* 
knd  prefenr  a  petition  to  his  majefty,  was  anfweied^.dmLaitSBr 
might  .be  allowed  to  pafs,  bnt  not  the  whole  army  :  vpcm  lhis> 
Lefief  eonsmanded  fome  of  his  horfe  to  ford  the  river  %  m  i»hit& 
'  attempt  they  were  xepulfed  at  Hrft^  with  dlfcrediti  by  th«  gaSanbt 
pppodtioh  of  £he  king's  forces ;  but  w^e  fuccef^ful  in  a  iecaid 
.  Attempt*  and  caufed  the  £ngli<h  to  fuffer  wfcat  lord  OaieMm 
has  Well  callfed  "  an  infamous  and  irreparable  rout."  Atactltti- 
inl  held  by  lotxl  Conway,  at  midnight,  after  the  dtfedtt^hmtaiStr 
fttlvcd  that  the  whole  army  (hould  quit  Newcaftle  -amd  itevai  !• 
Durhaih;  which  was  accordingly  dohe  aC  finre  b^«l4ck  in.lft^ 
^oming  of  the  26th  of  Anguft.  On  th^  day  alfe  JOttigias^lbB* 
ri£Fof  Tiviot-dale,  with  fome  troops  of  horft»  watered  the  mikA 
^d  alm6(l  defenctlefs  towm,  but  not  till  aft^r  the  ^tn  hsd  Acen 
Aut  upon  them  by  t&ir  Peter  Rjddell,  and  great  iiflbnulc«s  givem 
on  their  part  of  the  fmcerity  andpeaaeablekiefsof  Uieir  ioteuums* 
Tl^s  fdU  Nevixaftle  as  the  Brft.'vhftim  in  the  grand  rebottcBi.. . 

September  1,  general  Le(tey  demiinded  of  the  ttiay^r  JC»f  New* 
ItaQle  to  balce  cettain  quantities  6f  bread,  and  brdiT  ib  ift&nf  t«nt 
#)f  beer  a  day  ;  upon  the  mayor's  fefuHd,  the  Scots  employed  meA 
to  do  it  iliemfelves,  who  were  paid  With  iAoney  in  part,  and  pr^ 
Wlfory  noifcs  for  the  remainder. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  164I9  the  ScottUh  army^  faa^^mg^ret- 
ceived  6o,6ool.  for  difbanjing,  quitted  Newcaftle  upim  Tyne^ 
thrdngh  which  tdwn  the  king  paAd  on  the  leth  of  thaft  jneotli^ 
ha  his  way  poll  to  Scotland. 

January  15,  1644,  in  a  fnowy  feafon  the  Scotlifh  atoiy,  ^on* 
lifting  of  i>8oo  foot»  and  3»5do  horfe  and  dragooAs>  crofied  the 
Tweed  at  Berwick.  Sir  Thomas  Glenham,  with  the  loyaiifts^ 
tetreated  before  them,  with  his  fortes  and  artil^ry,  from  Alnwick 
tb  NewcaIHe  upon  Tyne  ;  th*  Scots  followlbg  them  by  diftcult 
tnd  flow  marches,  fummoned  that  town  to  furrender,  on  the  s<l 
of  February  :  after  three  weeks  fruitlefs  ftay,  and  fome  ikirmilhcs» 
they  paffcd  the  river  Tyne  on  the  28th  of  that  mciath,  iindentar- 
cd  Sunderland  by  the  fea  on  the  4th  of  March  fbliowiag^-     ** 

The  earl  of  Calendar,  whb  had  entered  England  ^ith  l^-eftw^- 
td  armry  of  lo.Oco  Scots,  to  affift  the  pariiament  agdinft  tfatt 
lingt  joined  with  general  Leven  in  the  fiegc  of  Newcaftle,  "w^icil 
ipommenced  very  ekfely  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  1^44;    Getiend 


JLevexii  with  the  fowtfs  under  htna,  appears  t6  4iitvc  been  quartered 
'ac  Elfwkk';  vrhik  the  earl  of  Calendar^  widi  the  diTifion  o(\kt 
-armj  under  him*  was  ftationed  at  Oatbibead*  on  the  bridge,  anl 
ilttl^  glaishmjfo  ;  b^ldw  which  he  had  thrown  a  bridg<^  of  boats 
iicp6£i  the  tWer. 

*  ^e|3iMttib«l:.fk  a  letter  was  fent  fvom  the  general's  quarters  at 
SHvnck  to  ii|0  ma^r,  aMermeii,  Ac.  of  Newca(Ue*  entreating 
tfaem  10  furrender  thetowti^  nndAt^thefuttbef  cffnfion  of  blood. 
Tbei€4ift#eallic6  being  nbtivgarcledy  Odober  14,  general  I/Cven, 
Jboea  pereixQ^torf  fnmmont  tnthe  mayor,  Ac.  oftbctbwn,  t* 
£mtndet  tt^swiediately,  im  pttil  of  the  cutremities  of  war. . 

«^^Oii'tbb  e^enfihg4fciie  19th,  the  Soocdi  srmjr  took  the  town  bf 
*  tbftn,  aftiet  a-  long  fvifgt^f  thv  gdtem6r»  Lcdowiclc  Liridefey, 

«arl  Ctk^otd^  the  lotd  MaxWelU  doaor  Wi&art,  and  ochen; 

^bat  bail  beeli  .moi  nfolace  i<a  holding  out  the  town,  betook 
'  themielres  to  tlie  ca(Ue. 

06^ehct  f^,  gitiend  Lewn  entei«d  the  town,  where  he  irient 

f^  chiincb  HfMi  his  chief  :offiocr^,  |to  retorn  thanks  to  Go4  for  thett- 

fycccbk   '  -      '        - 

*  The  nnibltnnate  king  Charles^  having  Dedfrmn  Oxford, ^hiok 
Was  then  befiegtid-  by  the  parliament's  forces,  threw  hlmfclf  itttd 
the  pro%e^ion  of  the  Scotttfh.  atrmj  at  Newark  upon  Trodt.: 
they  conduced  the  royal  fagidvc  from  thence  to  Newcaflle  npon 
Tyne,  into  wbich  he  madi^  a  privaite  ehtry  on  the  6ch  of  Si^y» 

•  »*  A  ikde  after  the  king's  ^ompngto  Newcaftlc/*  fays* Whit*: 
lock,  inhiS  Memoirs,  p*  234,  '<  a  Sccstch  minifter  preached  boldly 
before  htm,  and  when  his  fermon  was  done,  called  for  the  jad 
pfaioa,  which  begins ; 

♦«  Why  doft  thou,  tyrant,  boaft  thyfctf 

Thy.  wicked  works  to  praife  ? 
.    **  Whereupon  his  inajeily  ftood  up  and  called  Ibr  the  56tk 
p£dni,  which  begins : 

'•  Have  mercy,  Lord,  on  me  I  prar, 

Fof  men  would  nie  devour.*' 
The  people  wa^ed  ^  minifter'fc  ffulm,  and  Amg  that  tdiieh 
the  king  called  /or. 

'  An  agreement  having  been  made  between  the  parliament  of 
Bngland  "and  the  Scottish  ^rmr,  that  tiis  fonncr  Hiouid  hnve  poA 
f^on  of  the  king'6  perion,  and  that  the  latter,  on  the  recei^  of 
fOQiOOoL  Aould  quit  the  kingdom  of  £ngUnd ;  commifiionen 
.• .  I  .       ■  •  ^cre 
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wtrrdcpntcd  from  London  to  receive  thi:  Icing,  and  convey  liim 
from'  Ncwcadlc  opoci  Tyne,  from  whence  he  fct  out  on  the  3d  of 
February*  1647,  to  Hoimby-botiTe  in  Northamptohfliire. 

May  15,  16+8,  the  commoa-council  of  Ncwcsille  upon  Tyne 
made  an  order  to  put  the  town  into  a  pofture  of  defence  :  they 
hadbefore undertaken  the  work  of  ShieM-fi«Id  foity  an  oacwork, 
us  a  teftinumy  of  their  love  and  due  refpeA  to  the  parltamcnt  for 
the  ]g^reat  favours\hat  had  been  fhewn  them,  . 

Aboat  the  middle  of  Odobert  16461  Crpmwellf  and  tbc  army 
tmder  him»  returned  to  Ncwcaftle,  after  the  taking,  of  Berwici|; 
upon  Tweed :  they  (layed  three  days  at  the  «>wn,  partly  to  giv^ 
the  army  a  littk  reft,  and  alio  to  give  time  for.  the  driiin  to  get  up 
to  them.  They  are  fatdto  **  have  b^en  received  there  with  very 
great  acktu>wledgmcntt  of  love**'  On  the  I9th»  they  were  fump* 
tixHiHy  ieaAed  by  the  new  mayoe^  and  the  next  day  reached  Dur* 
ham,  but  not  till  late  in  the  evening, 

^Mention  occurs  of  2  petition  in  the  oommon-councfl  books  of 
Newcaftle,  dated- March  t6f  1649,  and  iigned,  no  doubt>  by  the 
inhabitants,  concerning  witches,  the  purport  of  which  appears^ 
from  what  followed,  to  have  been  to  caufe  all  fuch  perfons  as  were 
fiifpe^ed  of  that  crime,  to  f>e  apprehended  and  brought  to  trial 
In  coafequence  of  this  a  perfon  was  fentforfr^m  Scotlaadi  who 
ptaieaded  to  be  poilcflcd  of  tlie  knowledge  of  ^iftbguiibing  thofe 
wretches,  who,  for  the  i^ke  of  bemg  able  to  hurt  thjeir  neighbours^ 
had  fold  themfelves  to  the  devil.  '  His  method  of  examining,  thofe 
pretended  witches,  which  was  publicly  performed  in  the  Co\ii3-ha1], 
was  ftockingly  indecent.  There  ^is  no  account  how  many  were 
CQQimttted  to  take  their  trials  at  the  aOiises ;  but  it  is  certain, 
(horrefco  refercns!)  that  one  wizard  and  fourteen  tcpured 
witches  belonging  to  Newcaftlc,  in  company  with  nine  thieves 
and  a  witch  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  were  executed 
tipon  the  Town-moor,  near  Nei?»'caftle  upon  Tyne,  Auguft  21, 
1650.  '       .  • 

June  J9,  1650,  Oliver  Ctomwell  having  three  days  before 
been  appointed  captain.general  of  thcarmyp  fet  out  from  London 
upon* an  expedition  into  Scotland:  at  Durham  he  was  met  by  ' 
Sir  Arthur  Haflerigg,  governor  of  Newcaftle,  with  colonel  Pride 
and  other  officers,  who  attended  him  to  that  town  on  the  15  th  of 
July  following.  He  was  fumptuouily  entertained  at  ihat  place 
by  the  governor ;  and  during  his  ftay  there  was  a  faft  kept  to 
implore  God-s  Weflihg  iipon  the  army's  uadcrtaking,  and  a  .dv 
^         ■•  claration 


claration  ^s  agreed  upon  to  be  difperfed  iiytheir  march.  Flv^ 
eompaxiies,  as  a  reinforcementy  vete  drawn  out  of  the  garrilbn 
of  that  town  on  this  occafton. 

September  2d  following*  which  was  the  day  preceding  that  of 
the  battle  of  Dunbar,  Cromwell  wrote  a  remarkable  letter  all 
with  his  own  hand,  and  fenc  it  from  Scotland  to  Sir  Arthur  Hafle* 
rigg»  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne* 

After,  the  fight  at  Dunbart  general  Cromwell  fent  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  prifoaers  taken  on  that  occafion;  to  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  recommending  them  to  be  treated  with  humanity. 

Anguft  29, 16579  lieutenant-colonel  John  Lilbum  died  at  £U 
tham»  and  two  days  afterward  was  brought  to  London,  and  bu** 
ried  in  the  Quakers  Yard  :  he  was  the  fon  of  Mr  Richard  Lil^ 
burttp  und  was  born  at  Bllhop^woarmouth,  in  the  county  of  Dur* 
ham. 

In  the  month  of  September,  i658»  on  the  death  of  Olirv 
Cromwell*  his  fon  Richard  Cromwell  was  proclaimed  pnoceAor 
at  NewcaiUe,  from  which  town  aUb  he  was  complimented  00  his 
acceffion  to  a  dignity  which  proved  of  ihort  duration* 
.  Sunday  January  1 9  1 66o»  general  Monk  arrived  at  NewcaiBe 
upon  Tyne,  on  the  road  to  which  place  he  was  met  by  great  mul- 
titudes of  the  common  people,  and  welcomed  by  loud  acclama* 
dons  :  General  Lambert  appears  to  have  quitted  Newcaftle  about 
the  time  that  general  Monk  began  lus  march  from  Ccddftnam. 

The  MS  life  of  alderman  Barnes,  fo  often  cited,  tells  us,  that 
when  Sir  George  Jeffries  was  on  the  northern  circuit  at  Newcaftle, 
«<  he  indulged  himfelf  in  his  ufual  drunken  ezceffes.---A  certaim 
gentleman  invited  him  to  a  plentiful  entettainment  at  bis  houie, 
with  wluch  he  was  fo  taken,  that  he  gaiaed  his  gueft*s  wondrous 
opinion.     They  tell  me,  fays  he,  fuch  a  man  is  a  whig,  but  I 
find  it  is  no  fuch  thing,  he  is  an  honeft  drunken  fellow.    They   ' 
told  him  Mr  Barnes's  houfe  ftood  in  the  Clofe.     I  even  thought' 
fo,  (ays  he,  fome  dofe  or  field,  for  that  rebel  to  train  and  imrfter 
bis  men  in.     There  had  lately  hcren  a  meeting  or  convemlclo' 
broken  up  at  Mr  Barneses — a  fine  was  levied  upon  the  houfe  1' 
fcv^al'Were  taken  and  bound  over  to  the  airtacs«-*>Bames  himfelf 
cfcaped—* Jeffries  was  very  witty  upon  aH  the  priibners,  bat  it' 
fretted  him  fadly  he  could  not  catch  this  Barnes." 

It  isfaid  that  when  the  plague  was.laft  at  Newcaftle,  the  infaa*>t 
bitants  fent  for  the  Z^/nwy,  and  gave  a  bond  Jbr  a  large  fnm  in^. 
truft  for  the  loan  1  and  they,  though^  it  did  k  much;  good,  tbat 

they 
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tlicj  oSiereJ  to  p4f  t^e  money*  and  kcqi  the  Lre^pefuif.'bftt  the 
proprietor  would  not  part  wi A  »it.:  ■  A.  copy  of  this  bond  is  very 
well  attcfted  to  have  been  among  the  papers  of  the  faiwly  of  Lee^ 
Tbtfi  curious  piece  of  aaiSqtti^>  eaBcd  £heX>ce*peiln7>  is  a  ftone  of 
A  dark  red  colour  and  inwngtAAt  (liai>e>  and  its  fiie  about  half  an 
ioch  eadb  flde.  It  is  fct  in  a  ptece  of  filler  coib»  which,  tfaough 
much  defaced,  b^  fome  letters  dill  remaining,  is  foppofed  to  be 
%  ftilling  of:  £dward  I.  the  crofi  being  very  platity  as  it  h  oo  his 
(killings*  It  has  been,  by  tradition)  in  the  Lee  family  fiaee  abonlf 
the  year  i^^p.;  that  is,  a  Ikxle  after  the  death  of  king  Robert 
Bruce.  This  ftoiie  is  ikid  to  haTe  many  virtues ;  that  it  cores  all 
difeafes  in  cattle,  and  the  bite  of  a  mad  dogi  both  in  man  and 
faeall«  It  is  nfed  by  dipping  the  ftone  in  water,  which  is  giren 
to  the  difeafcd  cattle  to  drink ;  and  ^he  perfon  who  has  been  bit, 
and  the  wound  or  part  infeded,  are  waflied  with  the  water.  Many 
cures  are  faid  to  be  performed  by  it ;  and  people  come  from  all 
parts  pf  Scotland,  and  even  as  (slt  up  in  England  as  Yorkihire, 
to  get  the  water  in  which  the  ftone  has  been  dipped. 

In  November  id88,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  received  the  lord 
Lumley,  and  declared  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  a  free  par- 
liaxotnt.  Upon  this  oecafion,  a  beautiful  ftatne  of  king  Jamer 
the  iecoad  on  horfeback,  ereded  upon  a  white  marble  bafis,  be- 
fore  the  exchange  in  the  midft  of  the  Sand-Hill,  was  demolifbed 
by  the  robb/V^ho  dragged  the  ftatue  an<f  its  horfe  Dp6A  the^qaay, 
and  turned  them  over  into  the  nvtr. 

In  December  1700,  mention  occurs  of  a  fociety  eftabliOied  inf 
Sandgate»  for  the  reformation  of  manners,  eonfifting  of  twenty 
keelmen,  who  had  entered  into  an  agreement  to  exert  themfdree 
in*  **  preventing  tiplers  upon  the  Lord's  daft  and  keeping  Sand- 
gate  fr^e  of  inmates**' 

Jtl  thcyoir  1705*  it  appeats  to  have  been  in  agitation  in  the 
hottfe  of'  commons  to  enlarge  the  nver  Wear,  and  the  port  and 
haven  vf  Sunderland.  This  was  oppofed  by  a  petition  from  the 
maAcri  pilou,  and  ieamen  of  the  Trinity-hooftof  Mewcaflle 
iy>on  Tync. 

In  the  beginning  of  Odober  1715,  on  the  bufftSng  out  of  the 
rf  bcjUion  in  the  county  of  Northuiiiberland,  the  corpdratfon  of 
Newcaftle  equally  di£:oyesftd  their  loyalty,  and  evinced  their 
fpiait  on'this'  trying  oecafion  ;  and,  before  the  arrival  of  any  re- 
gular iotsrt,  pnt  that  important  town  into  a  poftWre  of  defencie. 
.  (KtAer  13,  1727,  the  coroiiMion . of  hiiig  George  II. 'and 
»  quee^ 
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.^ueca  ^mojiQc  vt^t  celtbr4(ei  At  NeivcaiUe  .with  the  gr^teft 
fcdemnityi  fhe^ajr  was  i^Oicred  /n  vvith  ringing  of  bells  {  the 
magiftr^Us  io  tiK<r  fcurlct  gowiis*  accompanied  by  the  common* 
^ot^ictl,.  clergjTt  and  gentry^  went  fron^  tl^e  Cuild-haU  to  churob* 
vjib  mudc  playing,  and  canneiu  firingi  and  from  theuce  fro* 
,eeeded  to  the  mayor's  houfe,  where  a  fplendid  eotettainment  waa 
prepared  for  them  i  a^d  after  dinner  tiie^  repaired  to  the  market* 
plaeei  where  a  founqun  was  eredled  which  ran  wine  }  wliere  the 
'nzfiArZitu^  commoti-couxicil»  clergy,  and  gentry^  drank  the 
healths  of  the  King»  QMcen,  and  royal  ifTue^  with  many  other 
loyal  healths^  in  prefence  of  many  tboufand  fpeAatois  |  thence 
they  wqx  to  Gaild-halU  where  the  faid  healths  were  repeated 
with  the  like  ceremony  as  abOTe»  and  the  conduit  running  wint 
all  the  time  tor  the'  populace*  whilti  a  great  bonefire»  ereded  (^ 
>he  market-place,  was  burmng,  die  oannooji  firing  at  es^:b  healths 
they  afterwards  returned  to  the  mayor's  hoofe,  wliere  there  was 
a  baU  for  the  ladies ;  and  the  evening  wiis  coodttded  with  re* 
ji)icing&t  bonefirest  tUoimnationsi  tinging  of  bells,  and  all  other 
demondratiqns  of  joy* 

.  June  5^  1759,  a  great  riot  began  at  NcwcalUe,  on  accopnt,  at 
it  was  prete^edt  of  the  deamefs  and  fcarcity  of  com.  The  mt* 
litia  of  the  town  was  inftandy  nnied»  and  upon  promife  giren  to 
the  rioters,  that  they  ihould  haTe  grain  a(  a  mi^:h  lower  rate,  the 
mob  was  p:icified  for  that  day. 

July  26,  the  rioters  adembled  in  tmi^ienfe  numbers  on  the  Sand* 
Inllt^heJnarket- place  of  Newcaftle,  *  where  alfo  die  mayor  and 
feveral  aldermen,  and  feme  other  gentlemen,  met  at  the  Guild* 
ball^  to^confult  what  was  beft  to  t^  done  on  Co  preifing  an  extre« 
mity»  The  mpb,  una  wed  by  the  prefence  of  any  military  force» 
pnd  intent  up^n  mifchtef,  grew  more  and  more  unruly  i  andn 
gentleman  vemi^i^  out  to  infotm  ^ei^  dat  it  had  been  agreed 
Hponthat  the  poor  fliould  be  fapplied  with  rye  out  of  a  {hip  at 
|he  4ttay»  was  knocked  down^  and  much  v^*ounded.  Upon  this 
|he  notcfVf  wi^  moie  juftiee  than  prudence,  were  fired  upon  % 
and  one  of  them  having  been  k,iUed,  and  fe\rcral  dangeroufly 
woiinded>y  the  ftot,  the  tabUe  indandy  fell  upon  the  gentle* 
men  f,^v^3bHpi  in  the  hall,  and*  having  wounded  moft  of  them^ 
proceeded  t^  pytraget  that  thry»^encd  the  deftru^ion  of  the  whole 

'p^  rfuda^^d  the  tofm-c^on  ^  chan^,  and  having  4e- 
Sroyad  iinny  of  die  public  utatingf  and  noe^unts,  carried  oil?  a 
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•very  hrge  fDiti  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  corporation  ; 
Tome  accounts  fay,  i4  or  i,3ooL  others  near  i,SooI.  Af- 
"terwards  they  patrolled  the  ftreets,  where,  finding  all  the  (hops 

•  fhut  Up,  they  threatened  with  horrid*  execrations  to  bum  and  de- 
(Iroy  the  whole  place.     In  the  evening,  three  companies  of  Ho- 

•ward's  regiment,  under  the  command  of  captain  Sowjc,  who 
'had  marched  that  da^  from  Alnwick,  entered  the  ^own,  and  foon 
*difperfed  the  rioters,  forty  of  whom  were  feized  upon,  an^  com- 
''mitted  to  prifon  ;  of  which  number,  fix  were  afterwards  convided 
"at  the  following  affizes,  and  tranfported  each  for  feven  years. 
'•  April  7,  174S»  war  was  proclaimed  againfl  France  in  the 
^ufiial  places  in  Newcallle,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  attending, 
"clothed  in  their  fcarlet  gowns,  and  accompanied  by  their  proper 
offiters. 

•  In  the  beginning  of  OAober,  1745,  great  exertions  were  made 
'for  the  defence  of  Newcaftle  againll  the  rebel  army  ;  the  news  of 
'T\hich  preparations  having  been  induftrioufly  conveyed  to  theni» 
Is  fup^cJfcd  to  have  dNerted  their  intended  courfe  ;  for  they  took 
their  route  into  England  by  way  of  the  city  of  Carlifle. 

'  Great  guns'  were  placed  on  this  occafion  at  *♦  the  Clofe-gate, 
tMiite-friar-tower,  Poftem-gate,  Heflop*s  Houfe,  Old  Ropcr^s 
*rower,  Dobifon's  Tower,*  Weft-gate,  Hatter's  Tower,  Glazier's 
*l*ower,  PaviDur^s  Tower,  St.  Andrew's  Tower,  New- gate, 
Pilgrim-ftrect-gate,  Weaver's  Tower,  Cutler's  Tower,  Roper's 
Tower,  Pandon-gate,  Carpenter's  Tower,  Sand-gate,  on  the  wall 
above  the  pant,  Broad-chare,  Sand-hill-comer,  Bridge-end,  May- 
or's and  Clofe-gale/' 

January  28,  1746,  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
'arrived  at  Newcaftle  on  his  way  to  iicotland,  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Pretender  and  the  rebel  army.  He  was  welcomed 
at  Gatefliead  by  a  kind  of  illumination,  which  gave  his  royal 
highnefs  great  uneafinefs  to  fee  the  mob  having  fcta  popifh  tha* 
pel  on  fire  at  that  place  on  the  occafion  :  the  prince,  after  fome 
hours  refrcfhment,  fet  out  again  the  fame  day,  and  arnvcd  at 
Edinburgh  on  the  joth  of  that  month. 

July  23,  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  arrived  at 
Newcaftle,  on  his  return  from  Scotland,  where  he  was  immedi- 
ately prefented  with  the  freedom  of  that  corporation,  as  a  token 
of  their  high  efteem  for  his  many  princely  vittues,  and  the  grate^ 
ful  fenfe  they  entertained  of  his  d^ftmgaiihed  fenriccs  Tn  defence 
6f  tlielaws  and  liberties  of  Great  Britain.  %  *    ^  ' 

•*  ^  September 


September  22,  1761,  tlie  coronation  of  king  George  tlic  IIL 
and  queen  Cliarlotte,  was  iblemnized  at  Newcafllc,  with  every 
demoiiftnition  of  public  (Mvitj.  A  fountain  ran  witli  wine'  oh 
the  Sand-hill,  5cc.  ."  '  '         ! 

Au^u(l2i|  1 77 1,  his  royal  hjghnefs  the  duke  «f  Cumberlini 
arrived  at  Ncwcaftle,  t)n  'his  \Yay  to  Scaton-Del^vali  m  't^ 
county  of  Northumberland.  .         * 

Auguft  30th  following,  his  royal  highnefs  partook  of  a  moft 
fumptuous  entertainment,  attlic  manfion^houfc  in  Newc^ftlc  * 

In  the  night  between  Saturday  the  1 6th  and  S'u^day  tlie  1 7tli 
of  November,  1771,  the  river  Tyne,  fwoln.to  an  aniaziiig  height 
by  a  land  flood,  which  had  been  occafioned  by  an  unremitted  faU 
of  heavy  rains  in  the  weft,  fwept  away  the  bridge  at  Newcaftl^ 
vith  the  lofs  of  many  lives,  .  and  imnicnfc  damage  to  die  inhatj- 
tants  of  that  place,  and  its  ^vicinity.  .The  utility  of  Jarrow  Slakf 
appeared  in  this  difafier,  as 'it  took  in  fo  immcnre  a  body  of  waiter, 
^hat  at  Shields  the  flood  was  no  higher  than  a  fj^ring  tide  :  grcaf 
damage^  however,  was  done  in  tlii^  place  to  the  fliipping.  A  vi^- 
fel  took;  up.  at.fea  near  Shields,  a  wooden  cradle,  with  a  chil]^ 
Ja  it,  wbicn  was  alive  anJ  well,  *  , 

May  29,  1774,  Chailes  Hutton,  a  celebrated  fclf-taught  matl^- 
xnatician,of  N^wcaflle,.wa*  j^ppointcd,  by  ^hc  Board  of  Ordnancp, 
profeflbr  of  mathematics  in  the  Royal  Miliury  Academy  mi 
Wool>Yich,  n^ar  London,      •  .     * 

September  19,  1 786,  Mr.  X'Unardi,  the  famous  aeronaut,  ma^e 
an  atten^pt  to  afcend  in  ai^  air-balloon,  from  the  Spital  In'New- 
callle :  in  filling  it,  Mr.  Lunardi  having  introduced. the  rcmainii^ 
part  of  the  acid,  and  the  effervefcencc  being  at  tb^t  tfm«  remar« 
kably  ftrong,  forced  a  quantity  of  inflammable  air  through. tJ^e 
hole,  which  was  only  foui  inches  in  diameter,  |)efore  th^  ^l^g 
could  be  replaced  :  tliisgave  fuch  an  alarm,  tp.^thofe  ,on  that  fi4c 
of  the  balloon,  who  thought  that  it  was  on  Hr^^  t^iat  theyimiiie. 
diately  quiited  their  h«ld  of  the  net,  and  Sew. from  it  to  tj^e 
other  (ide,  alarmii^  thofe  (lationed  there  alfo.  The.baloon  beif|g 
liberated  oa  one  fide,  made  a  rapid  llretch  upw^ids,  whcrcb/ 
a  confiderajble  rent  was  made  in  the  neck  of  it ;  tliis  occafioncdCa 
loud  jioi£r,.and  a  conEderable  difcharge  of  inflammable  air :  tl»e 
conftemation  now  became  general,  in  fpke  of  Mr.  Lunardi 's  k- 
jnonftrances,  and  the  balloon  being  fet  at  liberty,  afcendeci^  with 
grejU;  rapidity,  and  dragged  up  with  it>lr.  Ral^h  ^ieroo9jui^i<Y, 
Ion  of  die  under  fherltt  of,  NoiJLhuin)>erland,\\ylio  ha4,t>yUlj;<ia 
4  E  2  *  lopc. 
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#6pe,  AfteWd  ccr{^'  46pi  round  hts  htnd  and  arm»  to  the  iietght« 

it'n  Ibippoftd^  hf  fire  hondred  feeti  whea  the  rope  >nd  aetung  le* 

iD^  dHe^giged  fS^dtn  the  baRooii^  he  fell  into  a  gatden  adjoiini^* 

and tapJfcd  tbeh  after.-  >  » 

Jane  9,  1787,  two  fparrcMrs  huilt  their  neft  apon  the  t/opBoah 
*tf  a  thlpljiiig  at^iTur  ^tiay,  and  depofited  therein  5x  eggs. 
This'  yeiir  *  biN  r^teir€d  the  rojal  aflenct  to  enabk  his  majAf 

%a  licenfe  a  jplayhovfe  in  Kewcaftle. 
'  NbveMbef  5;  tjiZ^  teihg  the  hondreJch  annual  rcvolutien«  tt 

was  Qbftnred'here  with  great  rejoicings.  Many  parties  of  gealk* 
'mcti  ihet  In  various  pUces  of  the  town  to  celebrate  the  event*  - 

^    Feb.  io,  t^Si)i  tlie  joyful  news  of  his  Majefty's  recovery  from 

lii^Iftte  mental  derangement  arrived;  in  coiif<^qacqce  of  whuA» 
'  a'fe%  ihtys  ahtTt  a  genial  itlumination  took  pUca«  the  grandeft 

and  m.)ft  briUisint  ercr  reibeihbered  at  NewcalUfe*  * 

*  •  Th*  f  Sth  of  Au|;.  1791,  a  terrible  fire  broke  .<mt  inthccetlait 
'  ttid  w^ehottfti  oh  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bridge-eiid  ehapel,  wHch 

If^ttydiiiAa^ed'the  chapel^  bnmt  rn  port  the  rooms  over  ihe 
'  Wa(ef-gai4  ^M  the  eodp^rs  and  ilaten  eompaiiy  h^U  th^r 

meetings,  did  conAderable  damage  to  the  roof  of  ^  ^sekngcfcif 

snelting  the  lead*  ^ich  dania^d  thie  pi^uresof  king'C^^lts  II. 

and  Jamcc  U.  they  weitr  afterwairds  repaired  by  Mt  ViWmm 
'BtUt  portrait  piimer, 

^     In  the  f<ari795»  a  torps  of  roluntters  were  raiftd  here,  cAn- 
'fifting  of  one  grenadier^  one  light  infatitryy  end  two  baudnn 

oolnpanM}  they  reeefred  their  coloiiis  at  the  Forth  ilt»n  Hg% 

Mayofefs,  AdguA  35. 
>'^  OnlHdayt&eaSthof  Aagttft,  1795,  his  royal  hfj^nels  the 

Duke  of  York  reviewed  the  troops  encain^d  on  die  coaft  of  Nor- 
'{hmttbrrlandt  on ttyth  Sands ;  the  wh>le  force  eonfifted  of  thir* 
'  teen  eegimencs  of  Uorfe  and  fnoti  and  the  line  extended  upweyda 

of  three  miles.    The  fight  being  fo  novel  in  this  pan  of  khigdcim» 

''^irbTdppbfednear6ot00O  people  were  preient  on  the  oocaAon* 

*^  4Se  JUyalliighnefi  came  to  Neweaftle  in  die  aftchioon  of  Uie 

^c-fydit^isff  imd  dhied  at  the  manfion4ioiift,  accompanStd  bypHnee 

rWiUleil»of  Gloaceftert  the  dufce  of  Norfolk,  earl  of  Starfilro*, 

-  iDtfdK^^doonbridget  Dundas,  kc  generak  SirWiQi^vHowv  Bal* 

'  4wX>elrympie,  Smith, lee. Itc.  r  -.    .    m 

V-^'iWIbclety.waa  formed  tatlie  year  t794»  m  NewcaSU  (to  for* 

^"|rei>)(tid^di  ftmllar  inMcottons  in  other  parts)  40  pfpagmtithit 

Chriftian rel^i^ among pagafUi  1(e2    *  "  ^    ;;-: 


ji8e\M«ftU  tmen  ^pm.   *       sd; 

The  fiKamet)  at  Sbitiii*  were  extremelj  ti0|d<l4  io  d^  lUnma* 

dTUiis  year*  frcqueTidy  depriving  the^maft^  of  thtsr  c^tqMlsmi* 

.^  detftmiiig  vcffels  under  way  fdr  fau    Scf^atf  ot  eighty  tf 

.^  moft  audacious,  }iowever«  having  bten  Uksa  ioM  cy^tM^f 

*anid  inpreAecL  ori^er  was  at  Uvifth  te^or^^ 

in  September  thit  year  two  hundred  Fmieli  etnigraiit  pii^ 
^  arf  ired  at  NewcaJlle  fr6m  tke  i^and  of  |<rfef ,  and  a  ^^mr^ittee 
was  appointed  to  provide  accommodationt  for  them* 

Tfab  iprtag  alfet  in  codreqoence.of  the  alarm  of  iavaftw  and 
the  icarcity  of  fpecie,  the  notes  in  ctreuhtioo  poured  in  fo  ra|)idjy 
Upon  the  honb  in  Newcaftk,  thatt  the  propiieiorif  nt  i  p^^w 
yciblred  to  Ia4>end  payment  till  fpecie.cbttld  be  obtained^  Gen- 
.  -^denies  and  tradefment  however,  tp  the  nunibef  of  ^89,  ilgned^a 
'  declaration  to  uke«  as  htforet  the  notes  of  all  the  batiks  in  this 
towttf  Durhaait  ^nd  Sunderland* 

/annary  t5t  1 798,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  ihopi  of  Mr 

*  Ellioty  hattrri..ia  Mofley-ftrret,  whkbi  trotn  w^nt  of  a  timtly 

&pply  of  waier»  bjicnt  with  great  fufy,  4ellroying  the  ,emire 

*  koofet  the^  ^per  p«it  whereof  «««  oeeupitd.  hy  Mr  Matche# 
f'Browat  printer^  whofe  property  was  nearly  aU  confunied* 

'   About  this  period  died  in  this  sown  the  cekbnited  yen^rrof 

'  noftrums  and  quack  medietnes»  known  by  the  nam^  of  Dr  Pnlnirr- 

He  was  100  years  of  age»  and  for  the  1a(^  tbtrt|r  year^  o(  }ii$Mtt 

^ht  oeve^  went  to  beci  foher*    lie  ierved  as  a  priTatcfpktier  in 

the  loyd  army  in  the  year  1715.  -    ... 

In  {he  year  17989  an  armed  affoctation  was  formed  io  Kimi'- 
caftle,  commanded  by  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley*  Bart.  M.  P.  They  w|re 
prcTenlM  with  thetr  colours  by  lady  itidley  in  the  Nw's  Jicld* 
Deeember  a7th  of  the  iame  year. 

.  ia  die  fpriog  of  1799  died,  at  the  Leaces  near  Neweaftle^'Mr 
Jdhn  Howard*  an  eminent  fcboolmadet  t  hs  ww  the  oudiop  of 
ftveral  machapiatical  and  poinical  works. 

A  ienlale  was*  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  admitted  tnto^the 

'luluitic  ^oTpital  in  Newcaftle,  who  has  lived  mare  than  fkftt  ytaH 

nmon|^  the  rocks  en  the  fea  Ihdre,  near  Seabacn.    6ho  fyfitf^  t^t 

SBOttiih  diajed,  but  it  is  not  known  fiom  whence  fhc.«a«lt..  .TKe 

.  poor  Jtohnppy  %as  dre^  fantafticany  in  raf^,  y\  hkh  Ame^  m 

Aipwrucks  threw  in  her  way.   Her  beard  ha^I  |:rown  onthaifl^lrcr 

<  pan  of  her  thiKneady  an  inch  long»  and  is  buihy  like  ll^.  whtf- 

*  lkb,tf,a  man.  :Slie  \s  fiippoTed  to  han  lived  upon  lheb>CA»4nA 
appeared  about  thirty-fivt  yeari«ok(.  -^  ^.^  ?  -  •  '.    T 

;«iT  At 
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At  the  beginning  of  tlie  year  1800,  nolefs  than  fixty.nfnc  out 
rf  leventy-one  v€frv.Is,  laden  with  coals  from  Shields  and  Sunder- 
land, were  wrecked  in  ihcir  paflage  to  London. 

The  liarvcft  in  the  .vicinity  of  Ncwcaftle,  in  the  year  1 799, 
vras  fo  backward,  that  a  quantity  of  oats  was  not  cut  till  the  zSA 
^f  January,  1800^  at  Leadgate,  in  the  parifh  of  Ryton;  and  at 
ihat  late  period  oacs  were  Handing  uncut  at  Hedley  and  dther 
fouthern  pans  of  Northumberland. 

In  confcquence  of  the  failure  of  the  above  harvcft,  together 
with  the  cffcifls  of  the  war,  a  great  dearth  prevailed,  and  wheat 
in  Nevvcaftle  market  was  frequently  fold  at  two  guineas  a  boH, 
two  Winchefter  bufhels. 

May  II,  1800,  144  vefTcls  failed  from  Shields  under  convoy, 
for  the  Baltic,  having  on  board,  befides  other  commodities,  1 1,600 
chaldrons  of  coals,  Newcaftle  meafure. 

.  In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  the  foundation  of  the  Roman  wall, 
fuppofeJ  to  have  been  built  by  Severus  up\rards*of  1500  ye^u 
iince,  'was  ukeu  up  at  Byker-hill,  in  order  to  repair  the  high- 
ways. .    '  ' 

In  the  year  1801,  two  Life-boats  were  built  by  Mr.  Great- 
head*  of  South  Shields,  one  of  which  was  conveyed  to  the  ftatioa 
off  Bawdfey  Cliff,  and  the  other  to  Loweftoffc  in  Suffolk. 
*  In  the  ipring  of  this  year  died  at  Walker,  near  Newcaftle,  Mr. 
T.  Barnes,  colliery  viewer ;  a  man  of  tranfccndant  talents  to 
combat  the  difficulties  of  an  arduous  prolefGon ;  to  avert  dangers 
which  an  ordinary  mind  had  not  forefeen,  or  forefceing,  could 
not  have  prevented  ;  and  of  induftry  and  probity  to  obtain  the 
confidence,  efteem,  and  refpedl  of  h!s  employers,  to  his  affiduity 
in  whofe  ftrvice  he  fell  an  early  martyr. 

June  30,  1 80 1,  the  alterations,  for  improving  and  widening 
the  bridge  over  the  river  at  Newcaftle,  weire' begun,  under  the 
management  of  Mr,  D.  Stephenfon,  architeiSt.  . 

On  the  {5th  of  Odober  in  tlie  fame  year,  on  the  Hgnin^  of  the 
preliminaries  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Freach 
Kepttblic,  a  general  illumination  took  place  in  Newcaftle  ;  w  hen 
many  loyal  and  curious  devices  in  tranfparcncy  were  difplayed.  • 

On  the  7th  January,  1802,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clocjc 
in  the  morning,  part  o^the  wall,,  (to  the  length  of  60  or  70  feet) 
4>f  All-£iints  church-yard,  next  to  Silver- (Ireett  fdl  down  with  a 
tremendous  crafli,  expofing  te  Tiew  feveral  coffins  and  mnuio^- 
rable  quantities  of  human  bones. 

A  Lrst 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  MAYORS  AND  SHERIFFS 
"  OF  NEWCASTLE, 

Since  it  war  fhadi  a  I'tfwn  and  County  ^/'iffilf,  in  the  year  1400;— * 
frevioyj  to  which,  from  the  year  XI51,  the  town  wai  ^oifenuJ  hy 
a  mayor  and  four  haUiffs^  who  wen  annually  eleSeJ, 

1400-1   Ri)gcr  Thornton  mayor,  William  Redmarfiiel!  (IicriiF 
X402  to  1408  Robert  Chtrdon  mayor,  John  BywcUpate  flieriff 
1409  to  141 3  William  AugbtOQ  )nayor,  Wm  Middleton  flieriBF 
r4i4-f  Robert  Hcbborn  mayor,  the  fame  (heriff 
1416  to  1420  Rogtr  Thornton  mayor,  John  del  Strothcr  fheriff 

1 42 1  William  Efllngton  mayor,  Laurence  Adlon  (heriff 

1422  The  fame  mayor,  John  Chitdon  (heriff' 
1423^  William  Ellerby  mayor,  the  (ame  (heriff 
1425'  The  fame  mayor,  John  Jay  (heriff 
1426-7  Roger  Thornton  m<iyor,  the  fame  (heriff 
1 42  8  John  Rhodes  mayor,  the  fame  (heriff 
1429-30  The  fame  mayor,  John  Clark  (heriff 
1431  The  fame  mayor,  Edward  Bertram  (heriff 

1432 'Laurence  Afton  mayor,  Thomas  Chirdon  (heriff 

1433  The  fame  mayor,   Thomas  Penrith  (heriff 

1434  Richard  Hall  mayor,  Richard  Brown  (heriff. 

1435  Robert  JWhelpIngton  mayor,   Thomas  Wardell  fhcriffi 

1436  Richard  Hall  mayor,  John  Chambers  (heriff 
14^7  Laurence  A£^on  mayor,  Thomas  Pendreth  (heriff 

1438  Robert  Whelpington  mayor,  John  Caftle  (heriff 

1439  John  Clark  rtiay or,  William  Harding  (heriff 

1440  John.  Chambers  mayor,  John  Mufgrave  (heriff 

1 44 1  William  Harding  mayor,  Simon  Weldon  (heriff 

1442  Thomas  WardeU  mayor,  William  Jay  flieiiff 

1443  John  Muferave  mayor,  Thomas  Headlam  (heriff. 

1444  William  Harding  mayor,  Thomas  Bee  (heriff 

1445  William  Jay  mayor,  John  Ward  (heriff 

1446  William  Harding  mayor,  John  Winton  (heriff 

1447  The  fame  mayor,  Robert  Baxter  (heriff 

1 448  John  Ward  mayor,  John  RichnrJfnn  (heriff 

1449  William  Harding  mayor,  Aim  liird  ftuwiff  * 

1450  John  Ward  mayor,  George  Carr  fheriff  •   '• 

1451  Robert  Baxter  mayor,  John  Baxter  (heriff    , 

1452  William  Harding  mayor,  John  Penrcth  (heriff 

1453  John  Carliel  mayor,  Nicholas  Wetwang  (heriff      *  * 

1454  John  Richardfon  mayot^  WilKam  Roddam  (hcrff  . ' 

1455  The  fame  mayor,  Thomas  Cuthbert  (heriff - 

1456  The  fame  mayor,  John  Nixon  (heriff 


1457  The  fame  ra:iyor,  Ricliat'd  JStcvenfon  fheriff 
j^4j8  John  Pcnrcdi  mayor,   ttfcnry  Foitlcf(her?ff 
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1459  John  Rklmtdfoa  ttajory   RtchardSlevciiibnflieriff 
X460  lobn  Bsiitcr  iiuifor,  Niclidas  Hayolng  flicrtff 
1461  Jolm  Richardfoft  iiairor«  Nicholas  Wetwaqg  (berif 
.1462  Aian  Bird  yiayor,  Henrj  f^racr  (hertfP 

1463  The  Ainitf  nuyor^  WiUiam  Bhaton  iheriiT 

1464  John  Nixon  mayor,  Nicholas  Hapiing  (hcrif 

1465  Alan  Bird  mayor,  William  I'hompfon  (heriff 

1466  John  Nbou  mayor,  Robert  Chambers  (hcctff 

1467  William  Bla;ctoii  mayor,  John  iirin|ttoo  ihertff 

1468  John  Nixon  aiayor,  Johp  Cook  (bcriff 

1469  Richard  Stephanfon  m;iyor,  John  Filher  fi»cri£ 

1470  WilUam  Slaxton  mayor,  Thomas  Lockwood  fh^nS 

1471  Jon  Nixon  mayor,  John  Cart  (heriff 

1472  William  Blaxton  mayor,  lliomas  &oo\r  (heriff 
S475  llic  iamc  fmiyor,   Riibert  Harding  (heriff 

1474  Nicholas  Haynyng  mayor,    VViUiam  Hodflion  flieiiff 

1475  John  Carlicl  mayor,  John  Scmpte  Oieriff 
X476  Thtfame  may^t  Peter  Bewick  fliertff 

1477  John  Cook  mayor,  John  Heaton  (heriff 

1478  Robeft  Chambers  mnyor,  John  Ridfdale  (heriff 

1479  lobn  Scmple  mayor,  William  Scoct  fberiff 
14^0  John  Carlifle  mayor,  Wllluim  Bewick  (heriff 
1481  Ge€ffe  Carr  nuyor,  William  Cuntnzhfim  (heriff 
148a  John  Cook  mayor,  Robert  Harding  (toiff 

1483  John  Carlifle  mayor,   Roberc  Siockett  (heriff 
S484  Gtorgc  Carr  mayor,  Ccotgf  Bird  (berfff 
1485  Robert  Chambers  niajror,  Thomas  lUtdbourii  (heriff 
i486  Georee  Carr  mayor,  Robert  Brigh^  (heriff 

1487  The  lame  mayor,  John  ^enretb  (heriff 

1488  Thomas  I^ockwood  mayor»  William  Richjtrdroii  (heriff 

1489  George  Carr  ma^or,  WUliam  Ckamben  (heriff 

1490  Peter  Bewick  mayor,  Thomas  Morpeth  flicrtff 

1491  George  Carr  mayor,   Robert  Harding  (hfiriff 
149a  The  {iMxat  mayor,  Bartholomew  Young  (heriff 

1493  Ceor^  Bird  mayor,  Thomas  Hardbread  (heriff 

1494  The  lame  m^or,  l*homas  Green  (heriff 
149;  The  iame  mayor,  Chriftopher  Brij^ham  (heriff 
1496  Tht  (ame  mayor,  William  Hayning  (heriff 
t497  Robert  Harding  mayor,  William  Uavel  (heriff 

1498  George  Cacr  mayor^  John  Penrith  (heriff 

1499  Robert  Brigham  mayor*  ^ohn  Snow  (heriff  . 

1500  George  Q^ur  mayor,  Wdliam  Rxddell  (heriff 

rf 01  Btftholoi^ew  YoHng  i^yor*  William  Selbjr  (heriff 
150a  Ceorge  Carr  mayor ;  Tnon^  Hall,  or  Hior  Qimf 
i;o3  John  onovf  mayor  Robert  ^axter  (heriff 
1504  Qirtdopher  ^rig^m  mgybr,  John  Blaxton,  (heriff 
s;o|  The  iame  mayor^  Jolia  ^mfimg  Ihcriff 


1506  Gecirge  Bird  TDH for,  Thomas  S^mJsrfon  nieriffif 

1507  B|rt.  younghtt&aiiJ  mayoi,    William  Karbre4  ft crtff 
'5^^  Robert  Baxter  may  nr,   ThomusLcight  on  flic  riff. 
'509  John  Brandling'  mayor,  Edward  Baxter  fhcriff. 

1510  Thomaa  Riddell  miiyor,   Roger  (or  Robert)  Dent  fheriflf - 

15 1 1  Chrif.  Btigham  mayor,  John  Paflopp,  or  Palftay,  (heriff. 
1518  John  firanJlirtg  may^r,   Thomaj  Horiley  fheriff 

1513  John  Blatton  mayor,  VVilli;im  Harding  fhcriff 

15 14  Thomas  Horiley  mayor,  Robert  Watfon  Ihcriff 
^5^5  Roger  Dent  mayor,  Robert  Ruirell  fiieriff 

J 5*6  joyi  Brandh'ng  mayor,  P^^ter  Chaitor  fherfff     • 
>5'7  Edward  Baxter  mayor,  Nicholas  Richardfon  fheriff 

15 18  Tht  fame  mayor,  Thomas  Baxter  ftieriff 

1519  Thomas  Horiley  may6r,  Gilbert  Middleton  JIherilf 
'520  John  Brandling  mayor,  Henry  Andcrfon  Iheriff 

1 52 1  iTiomas  Riddell  mayor,  George  Davcll  fliexiff 

1522  Fd ward  Baxter  mayor,  Robert  Bertram  fhcriff 

1523  The  fame  mayor,  James  Lawfon  iheriff  *    ■      '      ' 
^52^  Thomas  Horfley  m.iyor,  Robert  Brandling  fheriff  ^   » 
If 25  The  fame  may6r,  John  Watfon  fheriff 

1526  Thomas  Riddell  mayor,  Edward  Swinburn  jbertff 
X527  JohnBlaxton  rtiayor,  William  Carr  iheriff 

1528  Edward  Swinbum  mayor,  Andrew  Bewict  A^W*  *  j 

1529  James  Lawfon  mayor,  Bartholomew  Bee  Aerlff  •    '  ' 

1530  Gilbert  Middleton  maydr,  Roger  Mitford  fterfiBF 

1531  Henry  AnJerfon  mayor,  Jbhn  Andcrfon  fheriff  •    ' 

1532  Robert  Brandling  mayor,  Ralph  Carr  fheriff 

1533  Thomas  Horfley  "mayor,  William  Dent  fheriff 

1534  jlvilph  Carr  mayor,  Peter  Bewick  fheriff 

1 535  'rhonKi*  Baxter  mayor,  Thomas  Bewick  fberiff. 

1536  Robert  Brandling  mayor,  John  Orde  (heriff. 
I  537  John  Sanderfon  mayor,  Johti  White  fhcriff 

1538  Andrew  Bewick  mayor,  George  Selby  fhei iff  *   • 

1539  Henry  Anderibn  mayor,  J(;hn  Hilton  fheriff  .  '    • 

1 540  James  Lawfon  mayor,  Robert  Brigbam  fheriff 

154T  Jamei  Hilton  mayor,  Robett  Lewin  iheriff  •    • 

1543  Henry  Anderfoit  mayor,  Mark  Shaftoe  fhenff 

1543  Robert  Brandling  mayoTp,  Bartholnm^w  Anderfon  ftetiff •  ^    ■ 

1 544  Robert  Le^^rtn  mayor,  Curhhert  Kllrlbn  (hertff         •        '  ''A^ 

1545  George  Davell  mayor,  OfvraW  Ghapman  (hfeHff    "  '       '  •  <•' 

1546  H^nry  AnderiTon  mayor,  Edward  Baxter  (heritf        -J    '^^    • 

1547  Robert  BrahdHng  mayor,  Thumas  Sc6tt  flictiff 

1 548  Mane  Shfcftoe  mayor,  Caihbert  Bbflt  fheriff 

1549  CudibcVt  EllHbn  maf  or,  Richard  Hodfhon  ffifcriff 

1550  Robert  Brigbam  hftayor,  CotW>crt  Mufgravc  Iheriff' 

1551  Banfablomeir  Anderfon'm'.cyorj<3othbeft  Midbrd  (hei^  ** 
X  553  Robm  Lcwin  ma^br^l Jo&ri*Riw  Amnf"      '-•:.*-      ; . 
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*553  Cuthbcrt  Bhmt  mayor,  Robert  EUifon  (licriflF 
1554  Cuthbcrt  EUifon  mayor,  William  Dixon  ftcriff 
^SSS  Richard  Hodfhon  mayor,  John  Wilkinfon  fkeriff 
1 556  Chriftopher  Mitford  mayor,  William  Dent  (hcriff 
'557  Bartholomew  Auderfop  mayor,  William  Carr  fheriff 

1558  Ofwald  Chapman  mayor,  Andrew  Surtees  (herifF 

1559  Robert  EUifan  mayor,  Robert  Anderfon  fherifF 

1560  Cuthbcrt  Miifgravc  mayor,  Francis  Anderfon  iheriff 

1 56 1  John  Wilkinfon  mayor,  Stephen  Southeren  (heriff 

1562  William  Dent  mayor,  George  Selby  fhcriff 

1563  Bertram  Anderfon  mayor,  Thomas  Liddle  (her iff 

1564  Rdbert  Brandling  mayor,  William  Selby  (heriflF 

1565  William  Carr  mayor,  Anthony  Swinburn  fl)eri£F 

1 566  Richard  Hodfhon  mayor,  Henry  Brandling  fheiiff 

1567  Robert  Anderfon  mayor,  John  Watfon  Iheriff 
^56^  Henry  Brandling  mayor,  William  Jennifoa  fljeriff 
•569  Chriftopher  Mitford  mayor  George  Simpfon  fterifF 

1570  Robert  EUifon  mayor,  George  Briggs  (heiiff 

1571  William  Jcnnifon  mayor,  Henry  Anderfon  (heriff 

1 572  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Robert  Barker  flieriff 
^573  William  Selby  mayor,  Mark  Shaftoe  fhcriff 

1574  John  Watfon  mayor  Roger  Rawe  fheriff 

1575  Henry  Brandling  mayor,  W^iiliam  Riddle  (herifF 

1576  The  fame  mayor,  Chriftopher  Lcwin  fheriff 

1577  Robert  Barker  mayor,  lidward  Lewin  fheriff 

1578  Mark  Shaftoe  mayor,  Henry  Leonard  fhcriff 

1579  Roger  Rawe  mayor,  James  Carr  fheriff 

1580  Richard  HoJftion  mayor,  Robert  Atkinfon  fheriff 

1581  William  Jemiifon  mayor,  Henry  Chapman  fkeriff 

1582  William  Riddell  mayor,  Henry  Mitford  fheriff 

1583  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  Roger  Nicholfon  fheriff 
1 5  84  Henry  Mitford  mayor,  Lionel  Maddifon  fheriff 

1 585  Robert  Barker  mayor,  George  Whitfield  fheriff 

1586  Hemry  Chapman  mayor,  Robert  Dudley  fheriff 

1587  Edward  Lewin  mayor,  Robert  Eden  fheriff 

1588  Roger  Nicholfon  mayor,  George  Famaby  fheriff 

1589  William  Selby  mayor,  John  Gibfon  fheriff 

1 590  William  Riddell  mayor,  Ralph  Jcnnifon  fheriff 

1591  George  Famaby  mayor,  William  GreenweU  fhcriff 

1 592  Roger  Rawe  mayor,  Thomas  liddell  fheriff 

1 593  Lionel  Maddifon  mayor,  Williaoj  Jennifoa  fheriff 

1594  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  George  Selby  fheriff 

1595  William  Riddell  mayor,  Francis  And^on  (her iff 

1596  Ralph  Jcnnifon  mayor,  Adrian  Hedworth  ihetiff 

1597  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  WiUiam  Huntley  fheriff 
159$  George  Famahy  mayor,  William  Wannouth  flieriff 
1599  William  Jcnnifon  mayor,  James  Chxexiug  (hoiff 
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1600  George  Selby  mayor,  Robert  Andcrfon  flicriff 

1 601  Francis  Anderfon  mayor,  Thomas  Riddell,  (hcriff 
x6o2  Robert  Dudley  mayor,  Francis  Burrell,  iheriff 

1603  William  Wurmoath  mayor,  Matthew  Chapman  (hcriiF 

1604  Thomas  Riddell  mayor,  Peter  Riddell,  (herlff 

1605  Lionel  MacUifon  mayor,  Henry  Maddifon  (hcrifF 

1606  Sir  George  Selhy  mayor,  Hugh  Selby  (heriflp 

1607  James  Clavering  mayor,  Robert  Shaftoe  fherifF 

1608  Henry  Chapman  mayor,  William  Hill  iherifF 

1609  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Thomas  Liddell  fheriff 

1610  William  Jennifon  mayor,  Timotliy  Draper  fliciiff 

161 1  Sir  George  Selby  mayor,  Alexander  Davifon  iheriff 

1612  Francis  Anderfon  mayor,  Roi?er  Anderfon  (hcrifF 

1613  Sir  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  Henry  Ciiapman  ftieriff 

1614  William  Wax  mouth  mayor,  John  Cook  (heriff 

1615  Francis  Burrell  mayor,  Robert  Bswick  (heriff 

1 61 6  Sir  Thomas  Riddell  mayor,  Nicholas  Milbum  fheriff 

1 61 7  Lionel  ftladdifon  mayor,  William  Bonner  fherifF 

1618  James  Clavering  mayor,  John  Clavering  Iheriff 

1619  Sir  Peter  Riddell  mayor,  Robert  Andcrfon  (hcriff 
i6zo  Henry  Chapman  mayor,  Nicholas  Terap>eft  (hcriff 

1 62 1  William  Jennifon  mayor,  Henry  Liddell  (hcriff 

1622  Sir  George  Selby  mayor,  Richard  Ledger  (heriff 

1623  Henry  Maddifon  mayor,  Henry  Bowes  iTieriff 

1 624  William  Hall  mayor«  Lionel  Maddifon  (hcriff 

1 625  Sir  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Ralph  Cole  (heriff 

1626  Alexander  Davifon  mayor,  Ralph  Cock  (heriff 

1627  Henry  Chapman  mayor,  Henry  Cock  ftieriff 

1628  Robert  Bewick  mayor,  Ralph  Grey  (heriff 

1629  John  Clavering  mayor,  Robert  Shaftoe  (heriff 

1630  Robert  Anderfon  mayor,  James  Carr  (heriff 

1631  William  Warraouth  mayor,  Henry  Warmouth  (heriff 

1632  Sir  Lionel  Maddifon  mayor,  Francis  Bowes  (heriff 

1633  Ralph  Cole  mayor,  Nicholas  Cole  (heriiF 

1634  Ralph  Cock  mayor,  John  Marlcy  Qicriff 

1635  Sir  Peter  Riddell  mayor,  Leonard  Carr  (heriff 

1636  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Henry  Lawfon  Iheriff 

1637  Jolni  Marfey  mayor,  Peter  Maddifon  (hcriff 

1638  Alexander  Davifon  mayor,  Mark  Milbank  fheriff 

1639  Robert  Bewick  mayor,  John' Emmcrfon  IhcriiF 
2640  Sir  Nicholas  Cole  mayor,  Francis  Liddell  flieriff 

1641  The  fame  mayor,  Francis  Anderfon  (heriff 

1642  Sir  John  Miirley  mayor,  Henry  Maddifon  (heriff 

1643  The  fame  mayor,  Cuthbert  Carr  (heriff 

1644  The  fame  mayor,  James  Cole  (heriff 

1645  John  Blackdon  mayor,  Chriilopher  Nicholfon  (heriff 

1646  Utnry  Dawfon  mayor,  Henry  Rawling  (h^iiff 
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1647  Thomas  I^edj^er  mayor,  Robert  Young  ftieriff 

1648  Thomas  Bonner  mayor,  Ralph  Jennifon  fhctiff 

1649  William  Dawfon  mayor,  S.tmnel  R^wiing  Iheriff 

1650  George  Dawfoii  miyor,  John  Lodge  fhcrifF 

J  65  i   Thomas  Bonner  mayor,  Peter  Sandcrfon  fheriff 

1652  Henry  Dawfon  mayor,  John  Butler  fherftF 

1653  William  Johnfon  mayor,  Robert  Johnfon  flicriff 

1654  The  fame  mayor,  John  Rumn -7  heriSF 

1655  Rohcrt  Shaftoe  mayor,  H^nry  Thompfon  (heriff 

1656  Henry  Rawling  mayor,  G'^or^re  B^akillon  Qicriff 

1657  George  D.iwfon  na^  )r,  George  Thorc(by  flicriff 

1658  Mark  Milbank  mayor,  John  v\    tfon  flieriff 

1659  Thomas  Bonner  mayor,  J.tm-^  Bnpgs,  alias  Bigg,  (hcrtff 

1660  Jnhn  F.mraerfon  m:iyor,  William  Blackctt  Jheriff 

1661  .Sir  Jon  Mjirlty  mayor,  Thom.is  Jennifon  iheriff 

1662  Sir  Francis  Anderfon  mayor,  Henry  Brabant  Iheriff 

1663  Sir  James  Clavering  mayor,  Robert  Shaltoe  iheriff 

1664  Sir  Francis  Lildcll  mayor,  Francis  LiddcH  iheriff 

1665  Henry  M;iddir>n  mayor,  ^Villi am  Carr  fheriff 
1666.  William  Blackett  mayor,  Timothy  Davifon  fheriff 

1667  Henry  Brabant  mayor>  Ralph  Grey  fheriff 

1 668  Ralph  Jennifon  mayor,  Robert  Jennifon  fheriff 

1669  Thomas  Davifon  mayor,  John  Rogers  iheriff 
167©  William  Carr  mayor,  Richard  Wright  fheriff 
1671   Ralph  Grey  mayor  Matthew  Jefferfon  flieriff 
167a  Mark  Milbank  mayor,  Robert  Mallcbar  (heriff 

1673  Timothy  Davifon  mayor,  George  Morton  flieriT 

1674  Thomas  Jennifon  mayor,  Henry  Jennifon  fheriff 

167 5  Sir  Francis  Anderfon  mayor,  William  Chriiiian  (heriff 

1676  Sir  Ralph  Carr  mayor,  Michael  Blackett  Iheriff 

1677  Robert  Roddam  mayor,  Timothy  Robfon  fheriff 

1678  Matthew  Jcfferfon  mayor,  Nicholas  Fcnu'ick  flieriff 

1679  George  Morton  mayor,  William  Aubone  fheriff 

1680  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnfon  mayor,  Jofeph  Bonner  iheriff 

1 681  Timothy  Robfon  mayor,  John  Squire  fl^eriff 

1682  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Nicholas  Ridley  iheriff 

1683  William  Blackett  mayor,  John  Rumney  fheriff 

1684  William  Aubone  mayor,  William  Prodor  iheriff 

1685  Sir  Flenry  Brabant  mayor,  Ralph  Elftob  fheriff 

1 686  Nicholas  Cole  mayor,  Thomas  Paife  fheriff 

1687  John  Squire  and  Sit  William    Creagh  mayors,  William 

Ramfay  and  Samuel  Gill  fheriffs 

1688  William  Hutchinlbn  and   Nicholas  Ridley  nuyors,  Mat- 

thias Partis  and  Matthew  White  fhcriffs 
7689  William  Carr  mayor,  William  Fcatherilonhaugh  iheriff 

1690  WilUam  Rainfey  mayor,  Thomas  Waffe  fheriff 

1691  Matthew  White  mayor,  Jofeph  Atkinfon  iheriff 
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1692  Thomas  Waffe  mayor,  Benjamin  Davifon  fhciiff 

1693  Sir  Ralph  C^irr  mayor,  George  Whinfield  fheriff 

1694  Jofeph  At'kmfon  mayor,  Robert  Eden  (heriff 

1695  Timothy  Robfon  mayor,  George  Henderfon  iheriflT 

1696  George  Whuificld  mayor,  Wmiam  Ramfey,  junior,  flieriff 

1697  Nicholas  Fen  wick  mayor,  George  Cuthbertfon  (herijIF 

1698  Sir  William  Blackett  mayor,  Edward  Harrifon  (hcfiff 

1699  Robert  Eden  m'ayor,  Jonathan  Hargravc  fheriff 

1700  George  Andcrfon  mayor,  John  Bowes  fheriff 

1 701  William  Ramfey  mayor,  William  Boutflour  fheriff 

1702  William  Carr  mayor,  John  Bell  ftieriff 

1703  Matthew  White  mayor,  Allan  Bateii?an  (heriff 

1 704  Thomas  Waffe  mayor,  Mnrthew  Matfin  fheriff 

1705  Sir  Ralph  Carr  may  .>r,  \'  illiam  Ellifon  fheri»ff 

X706  Nicholas  Ridley  mayor,  Mji-hew  FeatherUonhaugh  fheriff 
X707  Jofeph  Atkinfon  mayor,  Hc/iny  Keay  (heriff 
1708  Robert  Fenwick  mayor,  Edvard  Johnfon  (heriff 
4709  George  Whinfield  and  JonatUan  Roddam  mayors,  Henry 
Dalfton  llicriff 

1710  William  Ellifon  mayor,  Ralph  Reed  fheriff 

171 1  Matthew  Featherftonhaugh  mayor,  F.  Radfton  fliciiff 

1712  Henry  Reay  mayor,  Jofeph  Green  iheriff 

17 1 3  Richard  Ridley  mayor,  Nicholas  Fenwick  fh'eriff 

1 7 14  Edward  Johnfon  mayor,  Roger  Matfcn  fheriff 

1715  Henry  Dalllon  mayor,  Nathaniel  Clayton  fheriff 
iyi6  Ralph  Reed  mayor,  Francis  Johnfon  fheriff 
1717  Francis  Rudfton  mayor,  John  Kelly  fheriff 

J718  Sir  William  Blackett  mayor,  Thomas  Stephenfon  fheriff 

1719  Jofeph  Green  mayor,  Cuthhert  Fenwick  (heriff 

1720  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Jacob  Rutter  rtjeriff 

1721  Francis  Johnfon  mayor,  Stephen  Coulfon  fiiercff 

1722  William  Ellifon  mayor,  Robert  Sorfbic  fheriff 

1723  M.  Featherftoilhaugh  mayor,  Richard  Swinburne  (heriff 

1724  William  Carr  mayor,  James  Moncafter  fheiiff 

1725  Nathaniel  Clayton  mayor,  Thomas  Waffe  (heriff 

1726  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Jofeph  Liddell  iheriff 

1727  Cuthbcrt  Fenwick  mayor,  Robert  Johnfon  fheriff 

1728  btephen  Coulfon  mayor,  John  Stephenfon  (heriff 

1729  Heni-y  Reay  mayor,  Cuthbtrt  Smith  fheriff 

1730  Francis  RndHon  mayor,  William  Harbottle  fheriff 

1731  Robert  S or fbie  mayor,  Challoner  Cooper  Iheriff 

1732  Richard  Ridley  mayor,  William  Fenwick  fheriff 

1733  Matthew  Ridley  mayor,  John  Simpfon  iherilF 

1734  William  Ellifon  mayor,   Rr.bert  Ellifon  (his  fon)  fheriff 

1735  Waller  Blackett  mayor,  John  Wilkinfon  (heriff 

-    1736  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Matthew  Bell  fhoriff 
1737  William  Carr  mayor,  Jonathan  Sorfbic  fheriff 

1738 
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1738  Nathaniel  Clayton  mayor,  Wiliianj  Greenwell  flieriff 

1739  Cuthbert  Fcnwiek  mayor,  Cuthbert  CoUingwood  (bcriff 
J  740  Edward  Collingwood  mayor,  Ralph  Sowcrky  iheriff 

1741  Robert  Sorfbic  mayor,  John  Ord  (heriff 

1 742  John  Simpfon  mayor,  William  Peareth  fheriff 

1743  i^iilph  Sowerby  mayor,  George  CoUpitts  fheriff 

1744  J*^^^  ^^^  mayor,  Aubone  Surtees  ftieri6F 

1 74.5  Cutlibcrt  Smith  mayor,  Henry  Partis  fheriff 

1 746  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Henry  Eden  fheriff 

1747  The  fame  mayor,  William  Watfon  fheriff 

1 748  Walter  Blacketc  mayor,  John  Vonholtc  fheriff 

1 749  Robert  Sorfbic  mayor,  Robert  Herron  fheriff 

1750  Ralph  Sowerby  mayor,  William  Clayton  fheriff 

1 75 1  Matthew  Ridley  mayor,  Matthew  Scarfe,  fheriff 

1752  Henry  Partis  mayor,  Francis  Rodllon  fheriff 
^753  Henry  Eden  mayor,  John  Harrifon  fheriff 

1 754  Cuthbert  Smith  mayor,  William  RowcU  fheriff 

1 755  William  Clayton  mayor,  William  Harbottle  fheriff 

1 756  Sir  Walter  Blackett  mayor,  John  Erafmus  Blackett»  flieriff 

1757  Matthew  Bell  mayor,  John  Scurfield  fheriff 

1758  Ralph  Sowerby  mayor,  Edward  Mofley,  fheriff 

1759  Matthew  Ridley  mayor,  Matthew  St^phcnfon  fheriff 

1760  Henry  Partis  mayor,  John  Baker  fheriff 

1 76 1  Aubone  Surtees  mayor,  Fletcher  Partis  fheriff 

1762  Cuthbert  Smith  mayor,  Hugh  Hornby  fheriff 

1763  William  Clayton  mayor,  Francis  Fqrfter  fheriff 

1764  Sir  Walter  Blackett  mayor,  Thomas  Blackett  fheriff 

1765  John  Erafmus  Blackett  mayor,  Charfcs  Atkinfon  fherilF. 

1766  Matthew  Scaife  mayor;  John  Hedley  fheriff 

1767  Edward  Mofley  mayor,  Richard  Lacy  fheriff 

1768  John  Baker  mayor,  William  Coulfon  fheriff 

1769  Francis  Forfter  mayor,  William  Reed  fheriff 

1770  Aubone  Surtees  mayor,  James  Liddell  fheriff 

1 771  Sir  Walter  Blackett  mayor,  Chriftopher  Wilkinfon  fheriff 
J  772  John  Erafmus  Blackett  mayor,  Jam»  Rudman  fheriff 

1773  Matthew  Scaife  mayor,  till  on  his  death  he  was  facceeded 

by  Edward  Mofley,  William  Ycilder  fheriff 

1774  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  mayor,  Francis  Johnfon  fheriff 

1775  Charles  Atkinfon  mayor,  William  Cramlington  fheriff 

1776  John  Baker  mayor,  'fhomat  Loraine  fheriff 

1777  John  Hedley  mayor,  Robert  Clayton  iheriff 

1778  Hugh  Hornby  mayor,  James  Wilkinfon  fheriff 

1779  Francis  Forftcr  mayor,  Ifaac  Cookfon  fheriff 

1780  Jolm  Erafnuis  Blackett  mayor,  William  Surtees  flieriff 

1 78 1  Edw.  Mofley  mayor,  John  Wallis  and  Geo.  CoUpitls  fheriffs 

1782  Sir  Mattlitw  White  Ridley  mayor,  Richard  Bell  fheriff 

1783  CIi:irles  Atkinfon  mayor,  Chriftopher  Soulfby  fheriff 
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784  James  Rudman  mayor,  Edward  Dale  (heriiF 

785  William  Yeilder  mayor^  Aubone  Surtecsjun.  fhenlF 

786  Francis  Johnfoa  mayor*  Richard  Chambers  fheriff 

787  William  Cramlington  mayor >  Jofcph  Forfter  {beriff* 

788  John  H«dley  mayor*  Robert  Newton  Lynn  iheriff 

789  Hugh  Hornby  mayor,  Nathaniel  Hornby  IheriflT 

790  John  Erafmus  Blackett  mayor,  Chas.  J,  Claveriag  (herifT 
79"  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  mayor,  Shaftoe  John  Hedley,  Iheriff 

792  James  Rudman  mayor,  Matthew  Prinde  fheriff 

793  William  Yeilder  mayor,  Henry  John  Hounfom  ihertff 

794  Francis  Johnfon  mayor,  Archibald  Reed  Iheriflf* 

795  Richard  Chambers  mayor,  Anthony  Smith  fheriflT 

796  William  Cramlington  mayor,  Nicholas  Hall  iheriflf 

797  Anthony  Hood  mayor»  Thomas  Hood  Iheriff 

798  John  Wallis  mayor,  William  Wright  (heriff 

799  Shaftoe  John  Hedley  mayor,  Henry  Cramlington  (heriS* 

800  Archibald  Reed  mayor,  Aubone  Surtees  jim.  lheri£F 

802  Jofeph  Forfter  mayor,  Matih.  Hedley  and  Ifaac  Cookfon, 
jua.  (heriffs* 


Thus  have  we  arrived  at  the  terminating  period  of 
our  work.  In  tracing  the  origin  of  Newcaftle,  its 
gradual  progrefs  through  barbarous  and  bleeding 
ages,  from  forming  only  a  part  of  a  mighty  barrier  of 
a  powerful  ambitious  people,  afterwards  the  uninter- 
efting  reiidence  of  fwarms  of  religious,  to  it^  arrival 
at  that  pitch  of  greatnefs  to  which  it  has  now  attain* 
ed,  we  feel  ourfelves  affedted  with  the  moft  pleaiant 
fenfations,  while  we  refpedlfully  hope  that  we  have 
prefented,  in  a  fuccind  yet  lucid  view,  an  account  of 
the  walls,  ftreets,  churches,  public  buildings,  the  go- 
vernment and  municipal  conilitution,  the  numerous 
trades  and  incorporated  companies,  the  commerce, 
in  its  various  enriching  ramifications,  which  pervade 
the  whole  mafs  of  a  numerous  and  induftrious  people; 
in  a  word,  whatever  is  interefting  in  and  about  New- 
caftle. Nor  does  a  retrofpeAive  view  of  what  it  has 
been  excite  an  apprehenfive  iigh,  foreboding  of  a 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion  of  its  baviog  arrived  at  tbe^futpmit  of  its 
grcatnefs :  on  the  contrary,  when  we  confider  the 
internal  refources  of  an  adtive  and  enterprizing  peo- 
ple, the  many  public  improvements  at  prefent  golnf 
forward ;  but.  above  all,  when  our  hopes  of  a  Canal; 
from  the  ealiern  to  the  weftern  feas,  to  be  fpeedUy; 
begun,  have  almoft  a  certainty  of  being  reahfed^  our 
profpeds  of  the  future  grandeur  of  the  fubjed  of  our 
hiftorj  expand  to  our  delighted  imagination.  Nor 
have  we  any  doubts  that  the  friends  of  the  po- 
liced arts  of  life,  and  of  ufeful  fcience,  will  continue 
and  incireafe  their  efforts  to  diSufe  their  benign  in-^ 
fluence  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  ;  and  ar-* 
dently  hope,  that  every  barrier  erected  againfl  the' 
interefts  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  by  interefted  and 
defigning  men,  will  fall  to  the  ground. 

In  looking  over  our  work,   we  obferve  many  mif-- 
takes,  feveral  of  which  were  pointed  out  to  us  by  our 
candid  and  worthy  friends.    A  lift  of  the  moft  mate-** 
t^al  errata  is  fubjoined.     And  as  gratitude  is  one  of 
the  moft  amiable  virtues,  we  cannot  clofe  our  obfer-' 
vations  without  fincerely  hoping  that  we  feel  its  in- 
fltience,  m  its  full  force,  towards  our  fubfcribers,  many 
of  iw^hotn  are  in  the  firft  clafs  for  literary  and  fci^ntific 
accompUfhments,     For  their  kind  and  ufeful  obfer- 
vations,  their  friendly  corre6lions,  and  that  partiality 
which  they  have  uniformly  (hewn  towards  our  work^ 
our  bcft  wiftics  for  their  profperity,  in  their  various 
ftations  in  fociety,  will  ever  attend  them,  and  will  be 
coeval  with  our  lives. 
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IN  our  account  of  the  gUfv works  (p.  512)  wc  accidentaUjr 
ommitted  aicntiohing  ihofc  at  Lcmington,  where  there  are 
two  hottfes  for  the  manufacture  of  crown  glafs,  belonging  to  the 
Northumberland  Company,  under  the  firm  of  W:|Idie  zni  Co« 
One  o^thefe  buildings  is  fitid  to  be  the  higheft  conical  glafs^houfe 
in  Ae  united  kingdoms.  The  duties  paid  to  government,  for 
tlie  Lemingtoo  glafv-works,  amount  to  about  two  thoufand  frrea 
hundred  pounds,  every  fix  weeks*  Nearly  one  hundred  woxl> 
men  are  employed  in  thefe  two  houies. 

To  the  maaufadVories  in  the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle  may  likewift 
be  added  the  extenfive  papev-mills  of  Mr.  Robert  Rumney^  at 
Warden  I  MeiTrs.  A.  and  J.  Annandale*  at  Hau^ton;  and  Mr* 
Johii  Smith,  at  JLangley  ;  who  make  confiderable  quantities  of 
all  forts  of  paper,  and  hare  large  warehoufes  in  Newcaftle,  con« 
ftantly  ftored  witli  that  article. 

llirce  furveyors  are  ftationed  at  Shields,  who,  in  it)tatioo, 
haiil'  all  vcdeb  that  enter  the  harbour,  to  know  their  names, 
fiom  whence  they  come,  and  their  cargoes,  for  the.  porpofe  ol 
announcing  their  arriva),  at  the  Exchange,  in  Newca^c. 

The  original  life*boat,  we  find,  was  built  at  South  Shields, 
by  Mr.  Greathead,  about  twelve  years  ago  {  that  at  North  Shields 
was  conftruded  by'  the  fame  gentleman,  fome  time  afterwards, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  who  gives 
aa  annual  donation  of  twenty  pounds  towards  its  fupport.  It 
is  aboi^t  thirty  feet  long  over  all,  and  ten  feet  broad,  bulk  iaa 
flauching  manner,  and  decked  at  the  £oor  heads,  rows  with 
twelve  oars,  fixed  with  grummets  on  iron  pins,  fleers  at  both 
«iids,  and  covered  with  cork  on  the  outfide  two  or  three  flrokes 
down  from  the  gunwale,  will  carrjr  thirty  people  well,  and  liv« 
ia  a  mpft  tremendous  bvoken-htaded  fea.  In  page  56J  wem^n- 
tioo  that  fix  or  eight  men  are  able  to  in:inage  it ;  v^ikh  ftate* 
meat  we  find,  upon  minute  enquiry,  to  be  erroneous,  fourteen 
being  the  exaA  number.  The  fubjec^  of  the  life-boat  1$  at  prefent 
undtt-  the  confideration  of  parliament^  and  the  merit  of  Mr* 
fjreathead,  for  this  truly  laudable  invention,  wiU  doubtlefs  be 
amply  rewarded. 
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There  arc  four  banks  in  Newcaftle,  namely,  Mcflrs.  Surtecs, 
Burdon,  and  Ccr  in  Mofley  ftrcct ;  Sir  M.  W.  Ridky,  Bell,  and 
Co.  in  Pilgrfm-ftreck ;  Sir  William  Loraine,  Baker,  and  Co.  in 
Church-ftrcct ;  and  R.  J.  Laxnbton,  Bulman,  and  Go.  in  Deao. 
ftttejC 

A.inoAg  the  co^k-cutters  in  Newqaftle,  the  mod;  coniiderabte 
ate  the  foUtwing :  viz. — Mr.  Rowlef »  OcorgeVIUirs ;  and  Mr^ 
£ra(sf  fen.  Pcppcr-corn-charej .  Qjiay-iide# 

A  moft  ing^nioai  and  yet  fiifiple  <iombinatioA  q£  macbinerji 
fet  the  purpofes  of  regulating  the  conveyance  of  waggons,,  ladea 
with  eoals*  down  an  inclofed  plane,  from  Benwell  colliery,  on 
tbe  notth  fide  of  the  Tyhe,  to  the  ftaith  at  the  border  <rf  the 
river,  and  fat  bringing  up  the  waggon's,  when  iinl6ade>!di  by  ths 
Ame  power  that'  re(ift6d  its  prcgeAtle  it^etw  ia  the  defceilt,  w%s» 
in  the  3rcar  1 79 8»  perfected  and  brought  tntoufc  by  the  late  Mi% 
Barnes.  The  length  of  the  rail^waf ,  on  which  the  waggon  nma, 
is'Sd^.  yards^  wluch  diftance  it  de&ends  in  two  ninntet  and  it 
half,  and  r«»afcends  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time ;  fo  that  a  loaded 
waggon  can  be  let  down  with  e^tfe  and  ikfety,  the  coal  diA 
charged^  and  the  empty  waggon  returned  to  the  pit,  within  the 
^nipafs  %(fivin  mutuUs !  The  tihpellii^  and  the  refilling. powers 
of  motioii  are  xierived  from  a  phun&iet,  wsighiag  164  cwt.  whic^ 
the  waggon,  in  afcending  and  d^i^ndii^,  altematdf  raifes  and 
lowers  the  depth  of  144  yards.  The  rope,  by  which  the  wag- 
gon is  impeded  and  accelerated*  winds  round  the  axis  of  a  large 
.wheel,  in  a  niche  or  groove  in  the  middle,  that  gives  the  rope 
only  fpace  to  coil  round  upon  itfelf,  and  thereby  guards  againft 
^  po^biiity  of  entanglement.  Near  to  the  axis  of  the  large 
coiling  wheel,  there  is  an  oblique  indention  of  caft  iroA>  whidk 
torrefponds  with  and  worlcs  imo  a  fimilar  conformation  on  the 
rim  of  a  fmaller  wheel,  round  which  the  plummet  rope  is  coiled 
or  warped»  and  is,  in  Confequence  thetefore,  tnoved  round  only 
l^nee  m  fix  rotations  of  the  fufpending  and  retradHng  wheel, 
n^hieh  exadly  correfponds  with  the  elevktion  pf  the  weight  and 
thi  defcent  of  the  waggon.  To  preferye  the  rope  ftotn  injm-y, 
by  dragging  on  the  ground,  fo}lers  with  iron  pivots  aand  bcaft 
ibekeu,  for  it  to  run  upon,  are  elevated  in  the  middle  of  the 
rtil^way,  but  fufficiently  low  to  pr6ve  nd  bbftru^oft  tb  the  wil^** 
•|prH  w>ich  p«(Ks  6iVer  them. 
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EKKATA. 

For 'It  appears  to  have  been  uniformly  txremy-iwo  feet,  or  a 
ctoiin,  in  width,  read  it  appears  to  ftave  keen  of  ao  irrcgvlar 
width,  10  tome  placet  tventy«two  leec 

For  Troiitart,  read  Froittard. 

For  foot  of  >V%ttgate-ttreet,  read  bead.  \Nj 

Dunitoo  it  erroneously  said  to  belong  to  Morton  College:  it  be»'^ 
lotigt  at  present  to  the  cu)  of  TankefvtUe;  the  tythct  af  coAy^^ 
only  belong  to  Morton  College.  «N. 

For  Beverley  Bufis,  read  first  batt^ioft  af  thr  Tarkihirc  Wan 
Riding  nulitia.  .  C\ 
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For  Caverley,  read  Calrerley. 
For  Morley,  read  Marlry. 
For  17 13,  read  1783. 

Add,  the  steeple  of  which  tt  194  feet  high.  ^ 

For  daily  burial  service,  read  daily  «iitf  burial  tcrvice.  ? 

For  twelve,  read  eight  thousand.  ^ 

Read  not  tnly  in  Newcastle. 

[.  In  the  year  x787>  for  Thomas  Hc^gg,  read  Joieph  l^o^ 
From'  the  bottom,  for  ransaikcd,  read  ransacked. 
For  two  or  three,  read  between  one  and  two  guineat* 
Belc  the  whole  of  the  line. 
Read  a  diitillery  for  coal-tar  at  St.  Peter's  quay  it  cooduded  by 

Mett.  Redthaw  and  Ridley}  and  the  manufadtory  for  lamp- 

black  there,  belonging  to  tne  tame^. 
For  Oiley,  read  Oxen. 
For  peculiar  to,  read  carried  oa  in. 
For  Tumbull,  read  Toustall. 
Dele  the  /  at  probablyt,  and  intert  a 
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The  plan  of  the  tgwn  to  face  the  title-page;   the  lift  of  iuli* 

fcribers  to  follow  the  title-pai^e ;  the  plate  of  the  New  AJkmXAj 

Rooms  to  face  page  215;  that  of  St  Nicholas*  church  to  face 

page  221  \  thAt  of  All-Saints  to  face  page  a6 1 }  aad  that  of  the 

to  frost  page  33  k  /^X 
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